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HON.  T.  W.  THIESEN. 

Hon.  T.  W.  Thiesen,  Racine's  popular  mayor  and  one  of  its  most  eflScient 
and  progressive  business  men,  now  president  of  the  Bed  Cross  Drug  Company, 
was  bom  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  November  19, 1867,  a  son  of  Thies  and  Emma 
(Karsten)  Thiesen.  He  began  to  earn  his  living  when  but  six  years  of  age  as  a 
bootblack  and  newsboy  and  afterward  became  a  butcher's  apprentice.  On  the 
18th  of  June,  1884,  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  he  left  Germany  and  on  the 
4th  of  July.  1884,  arrived  in  Racine.  Here  he  secured  employment  in  the  drug 
store  of  Charles  Giesler,  with  whom  he  worked  for  three  years  at  ten  dollars 
per  month.  He  afterward  spent  one  year  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  drug  clerk,  and  then,  feeling  the  necessity  of  further  educa- 
tional development  as  a  preparation  for  advancement  in  life,  he  entered  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  through  which  he  made  his  way  by  practicing  strict 
economy.  He  had  previously  saved  from  his  earnings  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  and  by  living  frugaUy  and  utilizing  every  opportunity  he 
managed  to  complete  the  course,  being  graduated  from  the  pharmaceutical  de- 
partment with  the  class  of  1890. 

Mr.  Thiesen  next  went  to  Kansas  City,  where  he  spent  three  weeks,  after 
which  he  proceeded  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  he  was  employed  for  two 
and  a  half  years.  In  September,  1892,  with  the  capital  which  te  had  saved 
from  his  earnings,  he  returned  to  Racine  and  opened  a  drug  store  on  State 
street.  The  following  year  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Robinson 
Drug  Company,  of  which  he  was  the  president  and  general  manager.  Later 
its  business  was  reorganized  under  the  name  of  Kradwell-Thiesen  Drug  Com- 
pany, with  Mr.  Thiesen  as  the  president,  in  which  position  he  continued  from 
1896  until  he  sold  out  in  1902.  He  then  organized  the  Reliance  Iron  &  Engine 
Company  and  was  president  of  that  corporation  from  1902  until  1907,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business.  In  the  meantime,  in  1905,  he  had  re- 
sumed active  connection  with  the  drug  trade,  having  in  that  year  organized 
the  Red  Cross  Drug  Company,  mention  of  which  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  He  has  given  his  entire  attention  to  the  drug  business  through  the 
intervening  years  to  the  present,  covering  more  than  a  decade,  and  has  de- 
veloped an  enterprise  of  large  and  extensive  proportions,  owning  five  different 
drug  stores,  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Red  Cross  Drug  Company. 

On  the  2nd  of  November,  1892,  Mr.  Thiesen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Carrie  L.  Clausen,  who  was  bom  in  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Carson  and  Marion 
(Anderson)  Clausen,  who  were  early  settlers  of  this  city,  having  arrived  in 
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1865.   The  children  of  this  marriage  are :  Emma,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Q.  Q.  Graham, 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Loraine,  deceased,  and  Aileen,  at  home. 

Mr.  Thiesen  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Benevolent  Order  of  Elks  and  is 
the  father  of  the  project  which  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the  Elks  building  in 
this  city.  For  three  years  he  served  as  exalted  ruler  of  the  local  lodge.  He  Lb 
also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  with  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose 
and  his  deep  interest  in  the  material  development  of  Racine  and  the  extension 
of  its  trade  relations  as  well  as  in  its  civic  projects  is  indicated  by  his  active 
membership  in  the  Commercial  Club.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to 
the  democratic  party  for  some  years  without  change.  Later  he  maintained  a 
nonpartisan  course,  but  ever  fearless  in  the  expression  of  his  honest  convic- 
tions, his  change  of  opinion  concerning  political  questions  and  issues  has  led 
him  to  become  an  advocate  of  the  republican  party.  He  served  for  thirteen 
years  on  the  board  of  education,  during  which  time  he  was  president  of  the 
board  for  two  years,  and  he  did  work  on  all  important  board  committees.  His 
efforts  in  behalf  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  city  were  marked  and 
resultant.  It  was  Mr.  Thiesen  who  was  the  prime  mover  in  instituting  the 
improvement  of  the  school  buildings  and  yards.  He  has  served  on  n^any  com- 
mittees in  connection  with  civic  affairs  and  public  welfare,  and  in  April,  1915, 
his  fellow  townsmen  indicated  their  appreciation  of  his  services  and  devotion 
to  the  public  good  by  electing  him  mayor.  As  chief  executive  he  has  been 
active  in  promoting  and  developing  the  paving  and  sewer  improvements  of 
the  city*  and  in  promoting  the  park  interests.  He  studies  closely  every 
question  relative  to  municipal  welfare,  avoids  useless  expenditure  and  as  well 
avoids  that  needless  retrenchment  which  hampers  progress.  Li  a  word, 
his  administration  is  businesslike  and  practical  and  substantial  results  have 
been  accomplished.  Mr.  Thiesen  is  widely  honored  and  highly  respected. 
Through  early  struggles  and  adversities  he  has  come  into  a  position  of  prom- 
inence and  of  wide  influence,  acquiring  as  he  has  gone  along,  educational  and 
cultural  gifts  as  well  as  those  material  interests  yv^hich  are  the  basis  of  life's 
comforts,  and  he  has  accomplished  a  prodigious  amount  of  work,  which  has 
been  of  worth  to  the  community  at  large  as  well  as  to  the  individual. 


RED  CROSS  DRUG  COMPANY. 

The  Red  Cross  Drug  Company  is  one  of  the  strong  commercial  enterprises  of 
Racine.  It  was  organized  in  1905  by  T.  W.  Thiesen,  who  bought  out  the  Holm- 
berg- Wichem  Company,  which  was  established  about  1898  and  which  at  one 
time  owned  four  drug  stores.  Another  was  added  in  1906  and  business  has 
since  been  conducted  in  these  five  establishments,  which  bring  to  the  com- 
pany a  very  extensive  and  gratifying  trade.  Each  drug  store  is  splendidly 
equipped  with  the  latest  and  best  products  of  the  drug  market,  a  competent 
force  of  salesmen  and  a  manager  is  employed  and  the  personnel  of  the  house, 
the  treatment  accorded  customers  and  the  excellent  line  of  goods  carried  insure 
a  continuance  of  the  liberal  and  well  deserved  patronage.  The  policy  of  the 
company  is  most  progressive  as  instituted  and  carried  on  by  the  officers,  who 
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have  incorporated  the  business  under  the  Wisconsin  state  laws.  The  president 
of  the  company  is  T.  W.  Thiesen ;  vice  president,  Carrie  Thiesen ;  secretary  and 
treasurer,  0.  W.  Gtertenbach. 


MITCHELL-LEWIS  MOTOR  COMPANY. 

The  Mitchell-Lewis  Motor  Company  was  established  under  its  present  form 
in  1903  by  W.  T.  and  W.  M.  Lewis,  who  began  the  manufacture  of  automobiles, 
using  the  motor  invented  by  John  W.  Bate.  Long  prior  to  this  the  name  of 
Lewis  had  figured  in  connection'with  manufacturing  interests  in  Racine.  In 
1834  Henry  Mitchell,  a  pioneer  wagon  manufacturer,  had  established  business 
here  and  later  was  joined  in  a  partnership  by  his  son-in-law,  W.  T.  Lewis,  who 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  business  in  1864.  They  were  manufacturers  of 
farm  wagons  and  after  the  partnership  had  been  in  existence  for  two  years  the 
firm  style  of  Mitchell,  Lewis  &  Company  was  assumed.  Although  the  company 
suffered  losses  through  a  disastrous  fire  which  completely  destroyed  their  fac- 
tory in  1880  they  at  once  rebuilt  on  a  larger  and  better  scale  and  the  business 
was  resumed  with  renewed  energy.  In  1884  the  company  was  incorporated 
with  Henry  BCitchell  as  president;  W.  T.  Lewis  as  vice  president;  Frank  L. 
Mitchell,  secretary;  C.  D.  Sinclair,  treasurer,  and  Henry  G.  BCitehell,  super- 
intendent. This  was  a  close  corporation,  for  aside  from  the  Mitchells,  father 
and  son,  the  other  two  were  sons-in-law  of  the  founder.  With  changing  con- 
ditions there  developed  the  automobile  industry  and  the  Lewis  Motor  Company 
sprang  into  existence.  The  manufacture  of  wagons  was  continued  and  in  1910 
the  two  companies  were  merged  and  consolidated  under  the  style  of  the 
Mitchell-Lewis  Motor  Company.  Today  they  have  a  plant  covering  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  acres  and  on  their  pay  roll  are  found  the  names  of  two  thousand 
or  more  men.  The  buildings  are  of  cement  construction,  supplied  with  a 
sprinkler  system  and  equipped  with  electric  power  furnished  from  a  central 
plant.  This  is  one  of  the  foremost  productive  industries  of  Racine,  contributing 
in  large  measure  to  the  city's  reputation  as  a  manufacturing  center. 


JOHN  STOTT  BLAKBY. 

John  Stott  Blakey  has  for  many  years  been  prominent  in  the  town  of  Union 
Grove,  where  he  is  identified  with  the  milling  business,  with  banking  and  with 
civic  and  moral  progress.  A  native  of  Racine  county,  he  was  bom  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  Union  Grove,  on  the  23rd  of  September,  1847,  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Stott)  Blakey,  both  of  whom  were  bom  in  Rochedale, 
Lancashire,  England.  The  father,  whose  natal  year  was  1826,  was  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Blakey,  the  former  a  butcher  by  occupation.  Thomas  Blakey 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time  in  England 
In  1844  he  came  with  his  family  to  America  and  after  remaining  in  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  for  a  year,  removed  to  Southport,  now  Kenosha,  Wisconsin.    A 
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short  time  later  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Yorkville,  Racine  county.  He 
traveled  over  the  county,  making  shoes  for  the  early  settlers,  but  at  length 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  eighty  acres  more.  He  passed  his  last 
years  in  Ackley,  Iowa,  his  death  occurring  in  1896.  His  wife  was  born  in 
1822  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  Stott,  a  spinner  by  trade.  She  passed  away 
in  1886  and  following  her  demise  Mr.  Blakey  married  Mrs.  Rebecca  J.  Hussey, 
who  still  survives.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage  were:  Emma,  the 
deceased  wife  of  Eugene  Rice ;  Harriet,  the  widow  of  John  Smith  and  now  a 
resident  of  Dover,  Racine  county;  John  Stott;  Austin,  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  mining  in  Leadville,  Colorado ;  Alvin,  a  real  estate  ;dealer  of  Chi- 
cago ;  Darius,  of  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa,  who  is  engaged  in  various  lines  of  business ; 
Charles,  a  real  estate  dealer  of  Estherville  and  a  retired  farmer  and  stock 
raiser,  and  Mrs.  Jane  Goldsworthy,  a  widow  residing  in  Union  Grove.  The 
father  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  in  religious  faith  was  a  Methodist.  He 
was  very  active  in  church  work  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  local  preacher. 

John  S.  Blakey  received  a  good  common  school  education  in  Racine  county 
and  also  attended  the  R.  C.  Spencer  Business  College  at  Milwaukee.  Early 
in  life  he  learned  the  miller's  trade  and  for  seven  years  was  employed  at 
Rochester,  Wisconsin,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  came  to  Union  Grove.  In 
1875  he  began  business  here  on  his  own  account,  but  later  returned  to  Roch- 
ester, where  he  remained  for  two  years,  being  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Russell 
&  Blakey.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  again  to  Union  Grove  and  has 
since  engaged  in  milling  here.  He  pays  careful  attention  to  every  detail  of 
the  business,  is  alert  and  aggressive  and  keeps  in  touch  with  the  latest  de- 
velopments in  the  trade.  He  has  also  bought  stock,  wool  and  grain  to  some 
extent  and  has  a  number  of  other  business  interests.  He  is  president  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Union  Grove,  which  he  aided  in  organizing,  and  of  the  Union 
Gi'ove  Telephone  Company. 

Mr.  Blakey  was  married  on  the  23rd  of  May,  1876,  to  Miss  Mary  Brush, 
who  was  bom  in  Elyria,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  of  the  marriage  of  John  and 
Permelia  (Alcott)  Brush,  also  natives  of  that  county.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents, Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Brush,  both  reached  an  advanced  age  and 
her  paternal  great  grandfather  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mrs.  Blakey, 
who  was  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  came  to  Wisconsin  with  an  uncle  and 
for  several  years  engaged  in  teaching  school.  She  is  an  accomplished  musfcian 
and  has  sung  many  times  in  public.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blakey  have  one  son,  Hal- 
bert  Brush,  who  was  educated  in  the  University  of  Chicago  and  Rush  Medical 
College  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  has  gained  high  stand- 
ing in  his  chosen  profession.  He,  too,  has  musical  talent  and  is  not  only  a  fine 
,  pianist  but  also  composed  the  music  for  the  comic  opera  given  in  1904  by  the 
Blackfriars,  a  student  organization  of  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  Blakey 's  political  beliefs  are  in  accord  with  the  principles  and  policies 
of  the  republican  party,  but  he  frequently  votes  independently,  believing  that 
the  qualifications  of  a  candidate  are  of  much  greater  moment  than  his  party 
affiliation.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  as  town  clerk 
and  in  1892  was  elected  president  of  the  village  board  of  Union  Grove  and  for 
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fourteen  snccefisive  years  held  that  o£Sce.  In  1904  he  was  chosen  a  delegate 
to  the  state  convention  of  the  republican  party  and  his  advice  has  often  been 
sought  in  party  councils.  A  leading  member  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
Union  Grove,  for  twenty  years  he  served  in  the  office  of  clerk  and  for  a  similar 
period  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
Delavan  Lake  Assembly  Association  and  for  almost  thirty  years  he  has  been 
either  president  or  vice  president  of  the  Old  Settlers'  Society,  now  filling  the 
office  of  president.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Purity  Lodge,  No.  39, 
I.  O.  0.  F.,  with  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs,  and 
with  Grove  Camp,  No.  370,  M.  W.  A.  In  addtion  to  his  other  activities  h« 
has  served  as  president  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  there  have  been  few 
movements  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  welfare  that  have  not  profited  by  his 
advice  and  his  active  support.  He  possesses  the  quality  of  leadership  and  in 
all  of  the  lines  of  endeavor  to  which  he  has  turned  his  attention  his  ability  has 
been  recognized  by  his  fellows. 


W.  A.  CRANE. 


W.  A.  Crane  is  now  living  retired,  his  home  being  at  No.  1654  College 
avenue  in  Racine.  For  many  years,  however,  he  was  actively  identified  with 
farming  and  dairying  interests  in  this  county  and  his  persistent  and  intelli- 
gently directed  efforts  constituted  the  foundation  upon  which  he  built  his 
success.  He  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Racine  county,  Sep- 
tember 11, 1844,  a  son  of  Augustus  B.  and  Lavina  (Baldwin)  Crane.  The  father 
was  bom  in  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  and  was  early  left  an  orphan,  after  which 
he  was  reared  by  an  uncle.  It  was  in  the  year  1839  that  he  arrived  in  Racine 
county,  at  which  period  the  work  of  progress  and  development  seemed  scarcely 
begun  here.  At  the  Rapids,  in  January,  1843,  he  wedded  Lavina  Baldwin,  wL: 
was  bom  near  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  whose  parents  removed  with  their 
family  from  the  Empire  state  to  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  making  the  journey 
around  the  Lakes  with  ox  teams  and  in  1842  coming  from  Kalamazoo  to  Wis- 
consin. The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship, where  they  spent  their  remaining  days.  Mr.  Crane  secured  a  tract  of 
new  land  from  which  he  cleared  the  timber  and  then  turned  the  furrows, 
whereby  the  place  was  converted  into  productive  fields.  Throughout  his  re- 
maining days  he  continuously  and  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  ap 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  February  15,  1908.  He  was  quite 
prominent  in  the  community,  and  was  frequently  called  ujJon  to  fill  public 
offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity.  His 
widow  survived  him  for  little  more  than  a  year,  passing  away  in  April,  1909, 
their  remains  being  interred  in  Mound  cemetery. 

W.  A.  Crane  pursued  his  education  in  the  district  school  at  Mygatts  Cor- 
ners and  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  February  10,  1865,  when  he 
responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  for  three  years'  service 
or  during  the  war.  He  was  at  the  front  for  about  five  months,  being  on  patrol 
duty  in  Tennessee  until  he  received  his  discharge.     When  the  country  no 
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longer  needed  his  aid  he  returned  and  began  farming  in  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship, near  the  city  of  Racine.  Thirty-eight  years  ago  he  built  a  house  and 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  added  until  he  was  the  owner  oi 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Upon  that  farm  he  continued  to  reside  until 
18S6,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  in  the  city,  but  during  much  of  the  inter- 
vening period  he  has  given  his  time  and  personal  attention  to  the  further 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  farm.  For  thirty-five  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  dairy  business,  but  in  the  fall  of  1915  he  retired  to  enjoy  a  well 
earned  rest.  He  has  sold  forty  acres  of  his  land  and  it  is  platted  in  town  lots, 
and  recently  he  has  platted  anothet  forty-acre  tract.  From  the  sa^e  of  his 
property  he  has  derived  a  very  gratifying  income  and  he  well  deserves  the 
success  which  has  crowned  his  efforts,  as  it  is  the  direct  result  of  persistency 
of  purpose  intelligently  and  honorably  directed. 

In  1867  Mr.  Crane  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  T.  Lathrop,  a 
daughter  of  A.  H.  Lathrop.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  as 
follows:  Louise  C,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mark  Wadmond,  teller  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Racine;  George  A.,  who  is  head  salesman  in  the  service  of 
the  Garfield  Truck  Company  of  Chicago ;  Genevieve  and  Charles  A.,  both  at 
home ;  H.  W.i  who  conducts  a  garage  in  Chicago,  and  Lucy,  deceased. 

In  politics  Mr,  Crane  has  been  a  lifelong  republican,  as  was  his  father 
before  him.  His  loyalty  to  his  party  has  ever  been  unwavering,  for  he  believes 
that  its  platform  contains  the  best  elements  of  good  government.  On  one 
occasion  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board,  but  would  not  again  accept 
office,  preferring  to  leave  office  holding  to  others,  while  he  has  concentrated 
his  efforts  upon  his  business  affairs.  He  is 'a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  has  also  been 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  church  at  Mygatts  Corners,  which  he  aided  in  build- 
ing and  whiiih  was  dedicated  in  1858.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Grand  Amiy  of  the  Republic  and  at  one  time  was  commander  of  his  post. 
The  name  of  Crane  has  been  closely,  prominently  and  honorably  associated 
with  the  history  of  Racine  county  since  his  father,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
arrived  H^te,  afterward  serving  as  clerk  in  the  first  postoffice  in  Racine.  W.  A. 
Crane  has  ever  manifested  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  in'  relation  to  thf 
public  life  of  the  community  and  his  efforts  have  been  far-reaching  and  bene- 
ficial. 


WILLIAM  TURNOR  LEWIS. 

When  death  called  William  Tumor  Lewis  on  the  30th  of  December,  1915, 
Racine  lost  one  of  its  prominent  pioneer  manufacturers  and  capitalists,  a  man 
who  was  freely  accorded  honor  and  respect,  not  only  because  of  the  success 
which  he  had  achieved,  but  also  on  account  of  the  straightforward  and  com- 
mendable business  principles  which  he  always  followed  and  the  spirit  of  help- 
fulness which'  he  'manifested  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  never  deviated 
from  fa  course  which  he  believed  to  be  right  in  all  of  his  relations  with  his 
fellowmen  and  his  memory  remains  both  as  an  inspiration  and  a  benediction  of 
those  with  whom  he  was  associated, 
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A  native  of  New  York,  Mr.  Lewis  was  born  in  Utica  on  the  10th  of  March, 
1840,  and  received  his  early  education  in  that  city.  In  1855,  when  a  boy  of 
fifteen,  he  became  a  resident  of  Racine  and  at  an  early  age  studied  telegraphy 
under  the  guidance  of  his  older  brother,  James  P.  Lewis,  who  afterward  became 
chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Nevada.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  Mr.  Lewis  was  manager  of  the  Racine  oflSce  of  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Company  and  handled  hundreds  of  messages  relative  to  the  great  con- 
flict. He  soon  enlisted  in  the  Federal  Military  Telegraph  Corps  and  was  sta- 
tioned at  Cartersville,  Georgia,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps  as  military  telegraph  operator  and  railroad  agent. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1864,  Mr.  Lewis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 
Isabel  Mitchell,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Mitchell,  deceased,  who  was  the  founder, 
in  1834,  of  the  business  which  later  was  incorporated  as  the  Mitchell  &  Lewis 
Company,  Ltd.,  manufacturers  of  the  famous  Mitchell  wagon.  Toward  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Lewis  was  offered  by  his  father-in-law,  Henry 
Mitchell,  a  one-third  interest  in  the  wagon  business  for  five  thousand  dollars 
and  the  offer  was  accepted.  C.  D.  Sinclair,  another  son-in-law,  since  deceased, 
also  became  a  one-third  owner  a  year  or  two  later,  the  net  worth  of  the  busi- 
ness then  being  about  $10,000.  It  was  from  this  small  beginning  that  Racine's 
notable  wagon  industry  grew.  After  the  Civil  war,  many  of  the  soldiers  pur- 
chased government  lands  in  the  western  states  and  the  demand  for  farm 
implements,  such  as  wagons  and  plows,  rapidly  increased,  and  it  was  then  that 
Messrs.  Henry  Mitchell,  W.  T.  Lewis  and  C.  D.  Sinclair  decided  to  push  the 
production  of  farm  wagons  as  fast  as  their  capital  would  permit.  In  the  70s 
Henry  G.  Mitchell,  since  deceased,  and  Frank  L.  Mitchell,  sons  of  Henry 
Mitchell,  joined  the  organization.  By  1884  the  business  had  grown  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  Mitchell  &  Lewis  Company, 
Ltd.,  with  capital  stock  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  all  paid  in  and  a  sur- 
plus of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  company  made  money  every  year  and 
paid  dividends,  leaving  the  larger  part  of  the  earnings  in  the  business.  By 
1900  the  capital  and  surplus  amounted  to  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  and  the  capacity  of  the  factory  had  grown  from  three  hundred  farm 
wagons  per  year  in  1866  to  twenty-five  thousand  per  year  in  1900. 

In  1903  Mr.  Lewis  and  his  son,  William  Mitchell  Lewis,  founded  the 
Mitchell  Motor  Car  Company  which  under  their  guidance  had  an  even  more 
remarkable  growth  than  had  the  wagon  business.  In  the  establishment  and 
direction  of  this  enterprise  pace  was  kept  with  the  changing  and  advancing 
conditions  of  the  day  and  an  automobile  was  put  on  the  market  which  imme- 
diately won  favor  and  popularity  and  its  sales  became  not  only  country-wide, 
but  international  in  scope.  In  1910  the  automobile  and  the  wagon  businesses 
were  incorporated  as  one  company,  known  as  the  Mitchell-Lewis  Motor  Com- 
pany, and  Mr.  Lewis  was  the  principal  owner  and  actively  engaged  in  the 
conduct  of  its  affairs  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Lewis,  with  his  son, 
William  Mitchell  Lewis,  was  also  the  founder  of  one  other  of  Racine's  most 
important  industries,  namely,  the  Racine  Rubber  Company.  He  was  always 
known  as  a  practical  business  man,  energetic,  prompt  and  reliable.  With  clear 
insight  he  recognized  the  possibilities  of  a  business  situation,  as  evidenced  by 
the  industries  which  he  founded  and  for  which  he  successfully  labored,  and 
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he  used  the  forces  at  his  command  to  the  best  possible  advantage.  His 
methods  were  always  constructive  and  he  never  promoted  his  own  interests 
to  the  detriment  of  his  associates  or  his  fellowmen. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  were  born  two  daughters  and  two  sons:  Mary  I., 
the  wife  of  Dr.  George  W.  Mosher,  a  practicing  physician  of  Chicago ;  William 
Mitchell  Ijewis,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Helen  Tumor,  the  wife  of 
George  B.  Wilson,  who  is  also  mentioned  on  another  page  of  this  volume,  and 
James  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Lewis  belonged  to  various  fraternal  organizations,  having  membership 
in  Belle  City  Lodge,  No.  18,  F.  &  A.  M.,  while  in  the  consistory  he  attained 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  also  belonged  to  Racine 
Lodge,  No.  252,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  and  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  Racine  Lodge, 
No.  32,  K.  P.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Racine  branch  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  In  matters  of  citizenship  Mr.  Lewis  took 
the  deepest  interest.  He  was  a  prominent  republican  and  represented  the  first 
district  of  Wisconsin  in  the  general  assembly  of  1897.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  national  republican  convention  of  1888  and  to  the  National  Tariff  Com- 
mission Congress  of  1909.  While  a  member  of  the  general  assembly,  he  was 
the  author  of  the  Lewis  primary  election  bill,  and  as  a  member  of  the  visiting 
committee  of  state  institutions  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject  of  prison 
reform.  He  also  served  for  a  term  or  two  as  a  member  of  the  city  council. 
His  interest  in  politics,  however,  was  not  that  of  an  office  seeker,  as  he  always 
preferred  that  his  public  duties  should  be  done  as  a  private  citizen. 

Mr.  Lewis  gave  generous,  helpful  and  moral  support  to  every  worthy  project 
for  the  upbuilding  of  city  and  state,  and  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
loyal  members  of  the  First  Baptist  church,  in  which  for  many  years  he  served 
as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  deacon  and  trustee.  It  is  not  difficult 
to  speak  of  him,  for  his  life  and  his  character  were  as  clear  as  the  sunlight. 
No  man  came  in  contact  with  him  who  did  not  speedily  appreciate  him  at  his 
true  worth  and  know  that  he  was  a  man  who  not  only  cherished  a  high  ideal 
of  duty  but  lived  up  to  it.  He  constantly  labored  for  the  right  and  from  his 
earliest  youth  devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  time  to  the  service  of  others. 
While  at  the  head  of  large  business  interests  which  he  conducted  successfully, 
it  was  nevertheless  his  rules  to  set  apart  time  for  the  labors  of  love  to  which 
he  was  so  devoted.  His  friends  will  miss  him,  but  the  memory  of  his  honor- 
able career,  of  his  sincerity  and  simplicity,  will  not  be  forgotten,  and  those 
who  knew  him  best  will  rejoice  in  the  thought  that  he  laid  down  his  task  in 
the  twilight  of  the  day,  when  all  that  he  had  to  do  had  been  nobly,  beautifully 
and  fully  completed. 


FRANK  L.  MITCHELL. 


In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Frank  L.  Mitchell  it  is  unnecessary  to 
tell  to  Racine  and  her  people  the  place*  that  he  occupies,  for  his  position  has 
been  established  by  the  consensus  of  public  opinion,  and  in  considering  his 
career  one  is  led  to  the  reflection  that  opportunities  slip  away  from  the  slug- 
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gard,  tauntingly  play  before  the  dreamer,  but  surrender  to  the  individual  with 
high  purpose,  undaunted  courage  and  indefatigable  determination.  It  is 
through  the  wise  use  of  his  opportunities  that  Frank  L.  Mitchell  has  reached 
the  prominent  position  which  he  now  fills.  Bom  in  Kenosha  on  the  4th  of 
December,  1852,  he  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Margaret  (Mitchell)  Mitchell,  na- 
tives of  Scotland  and  representatives  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  that  country. 
Henry  Mitchell's  parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  (Jackson)  Mitchell,  were  of 
that  Scotch  type  of  earnest,  industrious  people  who  held  to  the  Presbyterian 
faith  and  guided  their  lives  according  to  their  strong  religious  convictions. 
The  father  carried  on  an  express  business  between  Edinburgh  and  neighboring 
towns.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  reached 
adult  age  and  became  heads  of  families. 

Henry  Mitchell  was  born  in  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  March  10,  1810,  and  early 
was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  for  it  was  necessary  that  he  aid  his  father 
in  the  support  of  a  large  family.  His  education  was  therefore  largely  acquired 
in  night  school.  He  possessed  natural  mechanical  ability  and  early  displayed 
much  efficiency  in  drafting.  When  a  youth  of  fifteen  he  entered  upon  a  seven 
years'  apprenticeship  to  the  wheelwright's  trade  and  at  the  close  of  that 
period  was  made  foreman  of  a  large  shop  in  Edinburgh,  occupying  the  position 
for  a  year  and  a  half.  In  1834  he  sailed  for  New  York  and  made  his  way  at 
once  to  Chicago,  then  containing  a  population  of  only  three  hundred  white 
people.  He  at  once  began  work  at  wagonmaking  and  also  took  a  contract  in 
connection  with  the  building  of  the  Illinois  canal.  In  Chicago  he  became 
acquainted  with  L.  S.  Blake,  a  pioneer  citizen  and  prominent  manufacturer  of 
Racine.  Not  liking  Chicago,  Mr.  Mitchell  removed  to  Southport,  now  Kenosha, 
in  1838  and  there  opened  a  wagon  shop,  continuing  in  business  in  connection 
with  a  partner  until  1853,  when  the  plant  was  sold  to  Edward  Bain.  Two 
years  later  Mr.  Mitchell  began  wagonmaking  in  Racine,  establishing  a  modest 
plant  which  he  gradually  enlarged.  In  1864  he  was  joined  by  his  son-in-law, 
Williain  T.  Lewis,  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  Mitchell  &  Company  and  after 
two  years  the  name  was  changed  to  Mitchell,  Lewis  &  Company.  In  1880  the 
plant  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  was  immediately  rebuilt  and  in  1884  the  busi- 
ness was  incorporated  as  the  Mitchell  &  Lewis  Company  with  Henry  Mitchell 
as  president;  W.  T.  Lewis,  vice  president;  Frank  L.  Mitchell,  secretary;  C.  D. 
Sinclair,  treasurer,  and  Henry  G.  Mitchell,  superintendent.  The  plant  was  in- 
creased to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  trade  until  it  covered  twenty  acres 
or  more,  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  wagons  and  lighter  vehicles,  which 
sold  extensively  throughout  the  United  States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  South 
America.  With  the  growth  of  the  business  it  soon  o'ertopped  any  similar 
enterprise  in  the  state.  Into  other  fields  Mr.  Mitchell  also  directed  his  ener- 
gies, being  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Artesian  Well  Company,  furnishing 
Racine's  water  supply.  He  likewise  became  a  director  of  the  Manufacturers' 
National  Bank.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  whig  party  until  the 
republican  party  was  formed  to  prevent  the  further  extension  of  slavery  into 
the  north,  at  which  time  he  espoused  the  cause  and  afterward  remained  a 
loyal  republican.  During  the  war  his  influence  and  assistance  were  given  to 
the  support  of  the  government  and  several  times  he  was  sent  as  a  messenger 
to  the  armies  in  the  field.    Fraternally  he  was  a  Mason  and  he  belonged  to 
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the  Calumet  Club  of  Chicago,  while  he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in  the 
Baptist  church.  As  one  of  the  early  manufacturers  of  Racine  he  contributed 
in  large  measure  to  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  city  as  well  as  to 
the  promotion  of  individual  success,  his  efforts  being  at  all  times  of  a  character 
that  promoted  public  prosperity.  He  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  and 
passed  away  in  1893,  while  his  wife  died  in  1896. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1832,  near  Edinburgh,  Henry  Mitchell  wedded  Miss 
Margaret  Mitchell,  who  was  bom  in  Pifeshire,  December  18,  1811,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Margaret,  who  died  in  Chicago ;  William 
H.,  a  resident  of  Portland,  Oregon ;  Elizabeth  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  T.  O. 
Wallis,  of  Racine ;  Margaret,  who  died  in  Kenosha ;  Mary  I.,  the  wife  of  William 
T.  Lewis ;  Martha  A.,  the  wife  of  C.  D.  Sinclair ;  Henry  G.,  and  BVank  L. 

The  last  named  was  not  yet  three  years  of  age  when  the  family  home  was 
established  in  Racine  and  in  the  public  schools  he  pursued  his  preliminary 
education,  supplemented  by  a  commercial  course  in  Howard's  Business  College. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  with  the 
firm  of  B.  B.  Northrup  &  Company,  bankers,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Manufacturers'  National  Bank  in  1871  he  was  retained  as  private  book- 
keeper to  Mr.  Northrup  until  the  books  of  the  old  concern  were 'closed  up. 
He  was  then  made  correspondent  for  the  new  bank  and  acceptably  filled  that 
position  until  1873.  In  that  year  he  was  offered  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for 
the  firm  of  Mitchell,  Lewis  &  Company  and  after  seven  years  was  admitted  to 
a  partnership  in  the  business.  In  3884  he  became  secretary  of  the  Mitchell  & 
Lewis  Company  and  has  since  been  identified  with  this  concern  through  all  of 
its  development  and  changes.  The  business  was  organized  under  its  present 
form  as  the  Mitchell-Lewis  Motor  Company  in  1903.  The  Mitchell  &  Lewis 
Company,  wagon  manufacturers,  had  continued  in  business  and  developed  a 
mammoth  enterprise  of  that  character.  In  1910  the  two  companies  were  con- 
solidated as  the  Mitchell-Lewis  Motor  Company  an^  today  they  have  a  plant 
covering  twenty-five  or  thirty  acres  and  employing  two  thousand  or  more 
people.  Of  this  concern  Prank  L.  Mitchell  is  the  treasurer  and  he  is  also  the 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Racine,  thus  being  most  prominently 
connected  with  its  industrial  and  financial  interests.  His  opinions  carry  weight 
in  business  connections,  for  he  has  proven  that  his  judgment  is  sound,  his  in- 
sight keen  and  his  enterprise  unfaltering. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1876,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Miss  Emer  C. 
Goold,  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  John  F.  and  Sylvia 
(Martin)  Goold,  natives  of  Orange  county.  New  York,  and  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  have  become  the  parents  of  two 
children.  Mabel  is  the  wife  of  J.  E.  White,  of  Sacramento,  California,  and 
they  have  two  sons.  Olive  A.  married  John  H.  Dwight,  who  is  general  man- 
ager of  the  Belle  City  Malleable  Iron  Company  of  Racine,  and  they  have  one 
daughter. 

Mr.  Mitchell  has  always  given  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican 
party  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  and  upon  its  ticket 
he  has  been  called  to  public  office.  He  was  the  first  native  of  Wisconsin  ever 
honored  with  the  office  of  mayor  of  Racine,  to  which  position  he  was  elected 
in  the  spring  of  1889,  and  as  chief  executive  he  stood  for  law  and  order,  for 
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reform  and  progress.  He  belongs  to  the  Christian  Science  church  and  is  prom- 
inent as  a  Mason,  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  an  Elk.  In  the  first  named  organ- 
ization he  has  taken  the  degrees  of  the  lodge,  chapter,  eommandery,  consistory 
and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  represents  an  old  and  prominent  family.  The 
name  of  Mitchell  has  long  been  associated  with  Racine's  upbuilding  and  the 
work  instituted  by  his  father  has  been  carried  on  by  Prank  L.  Mitchell,  who 
in  the  changing  conditions  has  broadened  and  developed,the  scope  of  his  inter- 
ests and  business  connections.  His  worth  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  is  widely 
acknowledged  and  his  contribution  to  Racine's  business  life  has  been  one  of 
great  and  permanent  value. 


ABRAHAM  STORLE. 


Among  the  prosperous  farmers  and  representative  citizens  of  Norway  town- 
ship is  Abraham  Storle,  who  owns  and  operates  a  well  improved  and  valuable 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen  acres  on  section  32.  He  was  born  in  that 
township  August  10,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Ole  and  Anna  Storle,  both  natives 
of  Norway,  though  they  were  married  after  coming  to  the  United  States,  in 
Racine  county,  Wisconsin.  The  father  was  born  in  1805  and  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  passing  away  in  1891.  It  was  in  1844  that  he  became  a  resident  of 
this  county  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  employed  in  the  pine  woods,  making 
shingles.  He  was  living  in  Norway  township  when  his  first  wife  was  accident- 
ally shot  by  the  discharge  of  a  gun  and  he  subsequently  married  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  who  had  also  been  previously  married,  her  first  husband  being 
Mr.  Engberson,  by  whom  she  had  three  children:  Betsy,  now  the  wife  of 
Halber  Ejiutson,  of  Minnesota ;  John,  who  is  living  with  our  subject,  and  Ole 
Engberson,  who  is  living  retired  in  Blair,  Wisconsin.  There  were  two  chil- 
dren bom  of  the  second  marriage:  Angeline,  the  wife  of  Frank  Lapen,  a 
farmer  of  Waterford,  and  Abraham.  The  parents  were  prominent  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church  and  Mr.  Storle  assisted  in  building  the  church  of  that 
denomination  at  Muskego.  He  was  living  here  at  the  time  of  the  cholera 
epidemic  and  helped  to  make  the  coffins  for  those  that  died  of  that  dread  dis- 
ease. In  politics  he  was  a  republican.  In  1852  he  purchased  what  became  the 
family  homestead  and  made  all  of  the  improvements  upon  the  place,  including 
a  nice  brick  residence  and  a  large  bam.  On  coming  to  the  United  States  he 
was  without  capital,  but  being  industrious,  energetic  and  of  good  business 
ability,  he  prospered  in  his  undertakings  and  became  the  owner  of  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  was  a  son  of  Knute  Storle, 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Norway. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Abraham  Storle  pursued  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  near  his  home  and  also  assisted  his  father  in  the  operation  of 
the  farm.  He  has  always  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  at  length  be- 
came the  owner  of  the  old  homestead,  being  now  the  possessor  of  two  hundred 
and  seventeen  acres  of  very  productive  and  valuable  land.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  raises  both  cattle  and  hogs.  To  some  extent  he  is  also 
interested  in  the  dairy  business  and  for  this  purpose  keeps  a  good  grade  of 
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mixed  cattle.  His  leisure  hours  are  mostly  devoted  to  reading  and  he  has 
become  a  well  informed  man  who  takes  a  deep  and  commendable  interest  in 
public  affairs.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  repub- 
lican party  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  senre  on  the  jury  in  a  number  of 
important  cases. 


S.  C.  JOHNSON  &  SON. 

S.  C.  Johnson  &  Son  is  the  firm  name  under  which  is  conducted  one  of  the 
important  manufacturing  enterprises  of  Racine.  The  business  was  established 
in  1882  by  S.  C.  Johnson,  who  began  the  manufacture  of  hardwood  flooring. 
Gradually,  however,  the  trade  was  developed  along  another  line  and  the  com- 
pany now  concentrates  its  energies  upon  the  manufacture  of  wood  finishes,  one 
of  the  chief  products  being  Johnson's  Prepared  Wax,  which  is  sold  through 
jobbers  throughout  the  entire  world.  Such  was  the  value  of  the  output  that 
the  trade  steadily  grew,  covering  not  only  America  but  every  section  of  the 
globe,  and  today  the  company  has  its  own  oflftce  in  London,  England,  and  in 
Sidney,  Australia-  In  the  Racine  plant  they  employ  two  hundred  people.  The 
plant  is  equipped  with  automatic  machinery  and  with  a  sprinkler  system.  The 
buildings  are  all  of  modern  construction  and  the  factory  is  adequate  to  every 
demand  in  its  equipment  and  in  its  capacity.  Theirs  is  today  the  largest 
establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  its  output  being  five  million  pounds  of 
wax  per  yean 


SAMUEL  C.  JOHNSO:, 


One  of  the  most  venerable  business  men  of  Racine  is  Samuel  C.  Johnson, 
whose  career  is  a  notable  one.  Few  men  of  his  years — he  is  now  eighty-three 
— continue  in  business  and  his  record  should  put  to  shame  many  a  man  of  less 
resolute  purpose  who,  grown  weary  of  the  struggle  of  business  life,  would 
relegate  to  others  the  burdens  that  he  should  bear.  Old  age,  however,  does 
not  necessarily  suggest  weakness  nor  want  of  occupation.  There  is  an  old 
age  which  grows  stronger  and  brighter  mentally  and  morally  as  the  years  pass 
on  and  gives  out  of  its  rich  stores  of  wisdom  and  experience  for  the  benefit 
of  others.  Such  is  the  record  of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  in  his  interests  seems  yet 
in  his  prime,  although  the  snows  of  eighty-three  years  rest  upon  his  head.* 
Ohio  claims  him  as  a  native  son,  his  birth  having  occurred  near  Elyria  in  1833. 
With  his  removal  to  Wisconsin  he  located  in  Kenosha,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  retail  book  business,  becoming  well  known  in  that  connection  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  state.  He  dates  his  residence  in  Racine  from  1880  and  in 
the  early  period  of  his  connection  with  the  city  was  associated  with  the  old 
Racine  Hardware  Company.  He  afterward  established  his  present  factory 
for  the  manufacture  of  hardwood  flooring  and  later  developed  the  wax,  which 
is  used  as  a  finish  for  all  floors.     The  excellence  of  the  product  soon  won 
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recognition  on  the  market  and  the  trade  gradually  grew  and  developed  until 
today  Johnson's  Prepared  Wax  is  known  in  every  market  of  the  world,  a 
large  foreign  trade  being  enjoyed,  while  the  sale  in  America  is  extensive. 

It  was  in  Kenosha,  in  1861,  that  S.  C.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Carrie  Fisk,  of  Billerica,  Massachusetts,  who  had  also  located  there  in 
early  life.  To  them  were  born  two  children :  Jessie,  the  wife  of  Frederick  P. 
Lyman,  a  resident  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  Herbert  P.,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Forceful  and  resourceful,  Mr.  John- 
son still  lends  to  his  business  the  benefit  of  his  broad  experience  and  the 
knowledge  derived  therefrom.  Moreover,  he  keeps  in  touch  with  questions 
and  interests  of  the  day  along  various  lines  and  to  him  may  well  be  applied 
the  words  of  Victor  Hugo:  ''While  the  frosts  of  winter  are  on  his  head,  the 
flowers  of  spring  are  in  his  heart.'* 


ELBERT  BUDD  HAND. 


Elbert  Budd  Hand  has  for  twenty-one  years  been  a  practitioner  at  the  bar 
of  Racine  and  his  course  reflects  credit  and  honor  upon  a  name  that  has  long 
figured  prominently  in  connection  with  the  legal  interests  of  the  state.  He 
was  born  in  this  city,  November  11,  1871,  a  son  of  Judge  E.  0.  Hand,  men- 
tioned at  length  on  another  page  of  this  work.  He  began  his  education  in  the 
Racine  grammar  schools  and  afterward  entered  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
in  which  he  completed  his  more  specifically  Literary  course  by  graduation  with 
the  class  of  1892.  Whether  inherited  tendency,  environment  or  natural  pre- 
dilection had  most  to  do  with  shaping  his  choice  of  a  life  work,  it  is  perhaps 
impossible  to  determine,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  choice  was  well  made,  for 
his  record  in  the  practice  of  law  has  been  characterized  by  steady  progression. 
He  prepared  for  the  bar  as  a  student  in  the  law  school  of  Cornell  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1895,  and  the  same  year  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  before  the  courts  of  Wisconsin.  He  then  joined  his  father.  Judge 
Hand,  long  a  capable  member  of  the  Racine  bar,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
until  the  father's  retirement,  and  the  ;firm  was  accorded  a  very  gratifying 
share  of  the  public  business  in  the  courts.  The  practice  of  Elbert  B.  Hand  has 
always  been  of  a  distinctively  representative  character  and  his  name  figures 
in  connection  with  many  of  the  most  important  litigated  interests  heard  in 
the  district.  He  is  strong  in  argument,  logical  in  deduction  and  clear  in  his 
reasoning.  Outside  of  his  law  practice  his  business  connections  extend  to  the 
First  National  Bank,  of  which  he  has  for  many  years  been  a  director. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1902,  in  New  York,  Mr.  Hand  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ada  Orr  Simpkin,  a  native  of  England,  by  whom  he  has  three  children, 
namely :  Elbert  Osborne,  Norman  Travers  and  John  Budd.  Mr.  Hand  attends 
the  Presbyterian  church,  while  Mrs.  Hand  is  an  Episcopalian  in  religious 
belief.  Theirs  is  a  hospitable  home  whose  good  cheer  is  greatly  enjoyed  by 
their  many  friends.  Mr.  Hand  belongs  to  the  Chi  Psi,  a  college  fraternity, 
and  the  Phi  Delta  Phi,  a  legal  fraternity,  and  he  also  has  membership  with 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  Country 
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Club — aflsociations  which  indicate  mach  of  the  nature  of  hk  interests.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  preferring  to 
concentrate  his  attention  upon  his  professional  duties.  A  lifelong  resident  of 
Racine,  many  of  his  stanchest  friends  are  those  who  have  known  him  from 
his  boyhood  to  the  present,  a  fact  indicative  of  an  upright  career  in  which  he 
has  been  faithful  to  all  the  duties  that  have  devolved  upon  him  in  every  con- 
nection. 


WILLIAM  HORLICK 


William  Horlick,  of  Racine,  is  numbered  among  the  constructive  business 
men  of  the' country,  as  he  founded  and  has  built  up  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk 
Company,  of  which  he  is  now  treasurer.  He  was  bom  in  Gloucestershire,  Ehig- 
land,  February  23,  1846,  and  is  the  youngest  of  the  nine  children  bom  to  his 
parents,  James  and  Priscilla  (Griffiths)  Horlick.  The  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  England  and  the  following  account  of  its  history  is  taken  from 
Burke's  Peerage:  **The  family  name  of  Harlech  or  Horlick  is  of  Norman- 
French  derivation,  and  the  natural  conclusion  drawn  is  that  the  Harlechs  or 
Horlicks  were  primarily  inhabitants  of  Normandy,  and  on  leaving  their  own 
country  settled  in  the  country  of  Merionethshire,  Wales,  on  whose  coast  the 
castle  of  Harlech  now  stands,  partly  in  ruins.  And  in  the  long  wars  that  fol- 
lowed the  subjugation  of  Wales,  the  Harlechs  were  compelled  to  leave  and 
settle  in  England,  which  they  did  in  Gloucestershire,  whei^  members  of  the 
Horlick  family  have  long  resided  (N.  3  The  Rocks  South  wood),  also  Painswiek, 
three  miles  from  the  ancient  city  of  Gloucester,  which  is  known  by  the  numer- 
ous tombstones  bearing  the  said  name,  Cranham,  three  miles  from  Painswiek, 
same  county,  Ruardean,  etc.  Harlech  Castle  is  now  (1889)  inhabited  by  one 
William  Richard  Ormsby  Gore,  who,  having  purchased  the  castle  and  being 
knighted,  took  the  title  of  Baron  Harlech.  The  castle  of  Harlech  was  built 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  I,  in  the  year  A.  D.  1244,  and  stands  on  the  northwest 
coast  of  Merionethshire.  The  lord  lieutenant  of  County  Leitrim,  Connaught, 
Ireland,  is  Lord  Harlech.  Harlech  or  Horlick  (The  Rocks  formerly)  South- 
wood  or  Southernwood,  County  Gloucester,  now  represented  by  Isaac  John 
Webb  Horlick  or  Harlech,  of  the  Rocks,  Esqr.,  a  magistrate  of  Gloucestershire, 
son  and  heir  of  the  late  William  Webb  Horlick  of  Ashwick  House  and  the 
(Rocks)  by  Anne,  his  wife,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Thomas  Smith  of  Morman- 
town,  Norville  county,  of  Leicester,  Esqr.,  and  grandson  of  Isaac  Webb  Horlick 
of  Ashwick  House,  Esqr.,  by  Lucy  Webb,  his  wife,  heiress  of  Ashwick  of  the 
family  of  Major-General  Webb,  distinguished  in  Marlborough  Wars." 

Peter  Horlick,  great-grandfather  of  William  Horlick,  removed  from  Pains- 
wiek to  Ruardean  and  there  James  Horlick,  the  father,  was  born  and  reared. 
He  married  Priscilla  Griffiths,  also  a  native  of  Ruardean,  and  for  many  years 
he  served  as  an  official  of  his  parish  and  township.  He  was  a  saddler  by  trade 
and  conducted  business  along  that  line  for  a  considerable  period.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  church,  to  the  faith  of  which  they 
loyally  adhered  until  called  to  their  final  rest,  both  passing  away  at  Ruardean, 
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the  grandfather  at  the  age  of  seventy  years  and  the  grandmother  when  sixty- 
eight  years  of  age.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  children  and  two  of  these,  James 
and  William,  became  the  founders  and  promoters  of  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk 
Company.  The  former  is  now  managing  the  branch  of  the  business  in  England 
from  which  is  supplied  the  trade  of  Europe,  Africa,  Australia  and  India,  while 
William  Horlick  remains  a  resident  of  Racine. 

William  Horlick  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  country,  but  in  1869  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  uncle,  Joseph  A.  Horlick.  The  following  year  he 
returned  to  England,  but  in  1872  came  again  to  America  and  joined  his  father- 
in-law,  J.  A.  Horlick,  and  his  brother-in-law  in  the  conduct  of  a  lime,  stucco 
and  cement  business  in  the  township  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Wisconsin,  under  the 
style  of  J.  A.  Horlick  &  Sons.  He  afterward  conducted  a  branch  of  that  busi- 
ness in  Chicago,  but  in  1875  began  the  manufacture  of  a  prepared  food  for 
infants,  invalids  and  aged,  although  he  still  at  the  same  time  retained  an 
interest  in  the  lime  business.  The  original  food  manufactured  required  to  be 
mixed  with  milk.  The  growth  of  the  trade  demanded  enlarged  quarters  and 
William  Horlick  purchased  ten  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  city  limits  of  Racine. 
A  full  history  of  the  business  is  given  on  another  page  of  this  work.  It  has 
grown  in  volume  and  importance  until  it  stands  today  as  the  foremost  food 
product  manufactory  of  this  kind  in  the  country,  with  its  trade  extending  to 
every  part  of  the  world.  With  the  establishment  of  a  branch  house  in  England, 
James  Horlick  returned  to  that  country  to  take  charge  of  the  business,  while 
William  Horlick  has  always  remained  in  Racine  and  continues  as  the  treasurer. 

William  Horlick  was  married  in  Racine  on  the  16th  of  November,  1870,  to 
Miss  Arabella  Horlick,  a  daughter  of  J.  A.  Horlick,  and  on  the  day  of  their 
marriage  they  started  on  a  trip  to  England,  in  which  country  he  was  born. 
After  remaining  there  two  years,  however,  they  again  came  to  the  United 
States.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children :  Alexander  James,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  William,  Jr.,  who  is  now 
secretary  of  the  Horlick *s  Malted  Milk  Company;  Emma  Mabel,  and  Alice 
Priscilla,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  Mr.  Horlick  is  independent  in* 
politics,  and  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  governmental  affairs,  as  he  has 
given  his  entire  time  and  energy  to  the  management  of  his  important  business 
interests. 


HERBERT  F.  JOHNSON. 

Herbert  F.  Johnson,  manager  of  the  firm  of  S.  C.  Johnson  &  Son,  manu- 
facturers of  Johnson's  Prepared  Wax,  is  a  man  of  marked  business  enterprise 
whose  initiative  has  led  to  the  development  of  an  enterprise  that  is  not  only 
of  extensive  proportions  but  which  is  the  foremost  concern  of  the  kind  in  the 
world.  Herbert  F.  Johnson  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  the 
city,  being  a  son  of  Samuel  C.  Johnson,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  firm 
of  S.  C.  Johnson  &  Son  and  is  still  connected  with  the  business  although  he  has 
now  passed  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  his  birth  having  occurred  near 
Elyria,  Ohio,  in  1833. 
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Herbert  P.  Johnson  was  bom  in  Kenosha  in  1869  and  early  became  con- 
Avdcted  with  the  business  established  by  his  father,  in  which  connection  he 
worked  his  way  upward  as  he  mastered  every  phase  of  the  trade.  Today  he 
is  manager  of  the  factory  and  is  thus  active  in  control  of  one  of  the  important 
industrial  concerns  of  the  city.  He  knows  the  business  in  principle  and  detail 
and  the  soundness  of  his  judgment  in  business  affairs  is  manifested  in  the 
success  which  has  attended  the  undertaking  since  he  assumed  control  of  the 
factory. 

In  1892  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen  Converse,  of 
Racine.  They  are  prominent  in  social  circles  of  the  city  and  Mr.  Johnson  is 
well  known  as  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  a 
Mason  of  high  rank,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  consistory. 
He  is  much  interested  in  questions  of  civic  welfare  and  improvement  and  at 
the  present  time  is  serving  as  president  of  the  board  of  education  of  Racine. 
His  co-operation  can  always  be  counted  upon  to  further  any  plan  or  project 
for  the  general  good,  for  he  has  never  allowed  his  business  affairs,  extensive 
and  important  as  they  are,  to  monopolize  his  time  and  thus  preclude  his  active 
support  of  plans  which  take  cognizance  of  the  needs  and  opportunities  of  the 
city. 


HON.  J.  H.  KAMPER. 


Hon.  J.  H.  Kamper,  who  is  carrying  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  near 
North  Cape,  was  born  in  Denmark,  December  17,  1857,  a  son  of  Peter  H.  and 
Christina  (Rasmussen)  Eamper.  The  father  was  born  in  Denmark  in  1822  and 
died  in  the  year  1896,  while  the  mother,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1820,  passed 
away  in  1894.  They  were  married  in  Denmark  and  in  1866  became  residents 
of  Yorkville  township,  Racine  county,  where  Mr.  Kamper  rented  land.  Sub- 
sequently he  purchased  a  farm  in  Raymond  township,  a  tract  of  fifty  acres, 
which  he  carefully  and  successfully  cultivated.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church  in  early  life,  but  after  coming  to  Wisconsin  joined  the  Baptist 
church.  He  never  became  allied  with  any  political  party,  but  cast  an  inde- 
pendent ballot.  The  Kamper  family  i^  of  German  lineage,  for  the  paternal 
grandfather,  Hans  Kamper,  was  born  in  Germany,  whence  he  removed  to  Den- 
mark. 

J.  H.  Kamper  is  the  only  survivor  of  a  family  of  six  children.  He  pursued  a 
district  school  education  and  when  his  textbooks  were  put  aside,  concentrated 
his  efforts  upon  farm  work,  to  which  he  has  since  given  his  attention.  He  was 
married  in  1885  to  Miss  Ella  Adland,  a  daughter  of  Knud  and  Phoebe 
(Drought)  Adland.  Her  father  located  at  North  Cape,  Wisconsin,  in  1840,  and 
established  the  first  store  there.  He  was  postmaster  for  thirty-two  years  and 
gave  it  the  name  of  North  Cape  in  honor  of  North  Cape  in  Norway,  from 
which  country  he  and  most  of  the  other  early  settlers  of  the  town  came.  It  has 
the  distinction  of  being  the  only  town  of  that  name  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kamper  have  become  the  parents  of  four  sons,  as  follows: 
Leslie  Haddock,  who  was  bom  in  August,  1886,  and  is  now  superintendent  of 
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King's  Model  Laundry  in  Chicago;  Ray  Stanley,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the 
1st  of  June,  1891,  and  who  is  at  home ;  Lloyd  Vincent,  who  was  born  in  August, 
1894,  and  drives  a  delivery  truck  in  Chicago,  and  Irwin  Adland,  who  was  born 
in  September,  1899,  and  is  a  high  school  student. 

Throughout  the  entire  period  of  his  manhood  Mr.  Eamper  has  carried  /on 
agricultural  pursuits  and  now  has  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  to  which 
he  has  added  many  improvements.  The  buildings  upon  the  place  include  two 
large  silos  which  he  erected  himself,  and  there  is  no  equipment  of  the  model 
farm  that  is  lacking.  His  residence  was  erected  in  1872,  at  a  cost  of  forty-two 
hundred  dollars,  and  there  are  splendid  buildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and 
stock.  He  not  only  tills  the  fields  but  also  does  considerable  dairying,  keep- 
ing for  this  purpose  thoroughbred  Holstein  cattle. 

Mr.  Kamper  has  never  concentrated  his  energies  upon  private  affairs  to  the 
exclusion  of  outside  interests.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  also  has  membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
United  Order  of  Foresters.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  local  ranks  of  the  party.  Several  times  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill  positions  of  public  honor  and  trust  and  twice  he  has  represented 
his  district  in  the  general  assembly,  where  he  gave  careful  consideration  to  all 
questions  which  came  up  for  settlement,  supporting  much  important  construc- 
tive legislation.  On  another  occasion  he  and  an  opponent  received  an  equal 
vote  for  the  legislature.  For  fourteen  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  town 
board,  of  which  he  is  now  chairman,  having  occupied  that  position  for  four 
years.  He  has  also  been  on  the  drainage  commission  and  at  all  times  he  stands 
loyally  in  support  of  every  plan  and  measure  for  the  general  good,  giving 
active  aid  and  co-operation  to  every  effort  that  is  put  forth  to  advance  the 
progress  of  the  community  by  reason  of  his  deep  interest  in  its  welfare. 


GEORGE  ALVIN  UEBELE. 

George  Alvin  Uebele,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  exemplifies  in  his 
business  career  that  thoroughness  and  efficiency  which  have  always  character- 
ized the  institution  which  he  represents,  making  it  one  of  the  strong  financial 
centers  of  southeastern  Wisconsin.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  his  birth  having  occurred  at  Wheatland,  Kenosha  county, 
February  25,  1874.  His  father,  Frederick  Uebele,  a  native  of  Germany,  came 
to  America  in  the  early  *50s  and  settled  in  Wheatland,  near  Slades  Comers. 
He  was  but  eight  years  of  age  when  his  parents  died  and  in  1848  the  children 
of  the  family,  of  whom  he  w^as  one  of  the  youngest,  came  to  Wisconsin.  He 
was  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years  when,  in  1861,  he  responded  to  the 
country 's  call  for  aid  and  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Wisconsin  Light  Artillery.  He 
went  to  St.  Louis  and  much  of  his  service  was  in  Colorado  and  the  west,  fight- 
ing the  Indians.  He  experienced  many  hardships  owing  to  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold  and  starvation  conditions  which  existed.  He  continued  to  serve, 
however,  until  almost  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  received  an  honorable 
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discharge  and  with  his  regiment  returned  to  Wisconsin.  Soon  afterward  Mr. 
Uebele  began  farming  on  his  own  account  and  was  very  successful  in  the  cul- 
tivation and  management  of  his  property,  winning  well  merited  prosperity 
through  his  close  attention  to  business.  In  1866  he  married  Susan  Bunkel, 
and  in  October,  1916,  they  will  celebrate  their  golden  wedding.  Mr.  Uebele 
has  always  avoided  public  ofi&ce,  but  has  a  good,  clean  record  as  an  enterpris- 
ing citizen  whose  influence  has  always  been  on  the  side  of  progress,  reform 
and  improvement.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist church  and  are  regarded  as  people  of  the  highest  respectability.  In  their 
family  of  seven  children  six  are  now  living:  Emma,  the  wife  of  William 
Richardson,  a  resident  of  Chicago ;  George  A.,  of  this  review ;  Walter,  who  is 
owner  of  the  Burlington  Peed  Company,  of  Burlington;  Clara,  now  the  wife 
of  Clarence  Oleason,  a  jeweler  of  Burlington ;  Oscar,  who  is  now  in  charge  of 
the  old  homestead  upon  which  his  parents  reside,  and  Roy,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming. 

Q^orge  Alvin  Uebele  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  Burlington  and  afterward  pursued  a  commercial  course  in  the 
Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana.  He  left  school  in 
1892  and  the  same  year  went  to  Milwaukee,  where  he  secured  a  position  in  the 
Milwaukee  National  Bank,  remaining  there  until  1906,  at  which  time  he  was 
chief  bookkeeper.  In  October  of  that  year  he  accepted  his  present  position 
as  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington  and  has  successfully  filled  that  place 
for  ten  years,  during  which  time  the  business  has  increased  over  one  hundred 
and  fifty  per  cent.  He  is  a  courteous  and  obliging  ofi&cial  and  has  made  an 
excellent  record,  winning  for  himself  a  most  creditable  name  in  the  banking 
circles  of  the  state. 

,  In  1902  Mr.  Uebele  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Heideman,  of  Milwaukee,  a 
daughter  of  Paul  Heideman  of  that  city,  and  their  children  are  Evelyn  and 
Florence.  Mr.  Uebele  is  a  Mason  and  has  served  as  past  master  of  his  lodge, 
while  of  the  chapter  he  is  the  present  high  priest  and  of  the  Eastern  Star  is 
a  past  worthy  patron.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Burlington  Business  Men's  Association  and  is  treasurer  of  the 
Burlington  Advancement  Association.  In  a  word,  he  co-operates  heartily  in 
every  plan  and  project  for  the  benefit  and  upbuilding  of  the  city  and  has  taken 
a  prominent  stand  in  connection  with  its  public  affairs.  His  worth  is  widely 
acknowledged  and  colleagues  and  contemporaries  speak  of  him  in  terms  of 
warm  regard. 


BANK  OP  BURLINGTON. 

The  Bank  of  Burlington  was  organized  under  the  name  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Burlington,  December  14,  1871,  by  Jerome  I.  Case,  Stephen 
Bull,  R.  H.  Baker,  B.  B.  Northrop  and  Chauncy  Hall,  and  other  prominent 
business  men  of  this  part  of  the  state  were  among  the  stockholders.  The  bank 
opened  its  doors  for  business  on  the  26th  of  February,  1872.    That  the  first 
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years  of  business  were  not  entirely  along  flowery  paths,  is  evidenced  by  the 
report  of  Chauncy  Hall,  cashier,  at  the  end  of  the  first  fiscal  year,  in  which  he 
says:  **You  are  well  aware  of  the  active  and  persistent  opposition  we  have 
encountered,  from  the  day  our  first  effort  was  made  to  organize  our  bank,  to 
the  present  time.*'  The  bank,  however,  steadily  prospered  until  1883,  when 
its  deposits  reached  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars; 
this  was  considered  considerable  for  those  days,  and  was  the  highest  point 
reached  as  a  national  bank.  Because  of  the  inability  to  loan  on  real  estate, 
and  the  state  of  Wisconsin  having  passed  a  safe  and  adequate  banking  law, 
the  stockholders  deemed  it  inadvisable  to  renew  the  national  charter  when  it 
expired  in  1891,  and,  by  unanimous  vote,  agreed  to  ''take  the  necessary  steps 
to  form  a  state  bank,  to  succeed  to  all  the  assets,  goodwill  and  business  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Burlington,  to  be  organized  under  the  banking  laws  of 
Wisconsin,  under  the  name  of  'Bank  of  Burlington'/'  This  course  was  pur- 
sued and  from  the  beginning  the  reorganized  bank  prospered.  At  length  a 
number  of  enterprising  business  men  of  Burlington,  believing  that  a  local 
institution  should  be  owned  and  managed  by  home  people,  on  the  6th  of  June, 
1902,  purchased  all  of  the  stock  owned  elsewhere  and  have  since  conducted 
the  bank  for  the  benefit  of  Burlington  and  its  residents. 

Jerome  I.  Case,  founder  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company,  and 
his  business  associate,  Stephen  Bull,  were  intimately  connected  with  the  early 
management  of  the  First  National  Bank,  Mr.  Case  serving  as  president  and 
Mr.  Bull  as  vice  president  for  a  period  of  over  twenty  years.  Chauncy  Hall 
served  as  cashier  from  the  organization  in  1871,  until  his  death,  in  October, 
1894,  and  bent  every  energy  toward  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the 
institution.  He  was  succeeded  in  turn  by  Eugene  Hall,  J.  C.  Heddle,  Roger 
Whinfield,  F.  Roberts,  B.  H.  Schnederman  and  G.  A.  Uebele,  the  last  named 
becoming  cashier  October  1,  1906.  Mrs.  Florence  C.  Hall  served  as  president 
from  1895  until  1902.  C.  B.  McCanna  became  president  October  1,  1906,  and 
so  continued  until  his  death,  which  occurred  December  11,  1913,  when  his  son, 
C.  Roy  McCanna,  was  elected  his  successor.  The  other  officers  of  the  bank  at 
the  present  time  are:  Louis  H.  Rohr,  vice  president;  G.  A.  Uebele,  cashier; 
J.  T.  Prasch,  assistant  cashier,  and  S.  D.  Slade,  T.  J.  Cunningham,  H.  A.  Runkel 
and  A.  M.  Brehm,  directors. 

In*  1909  the  present  handsome  bank  building  at  the  comer  of  Pine  and 
Chestnut  streets  was  erected.  It  is  constructed  of  Bedford  sandstone,  is  three 
stories  in  height  and  is  designed  especially  for  bank  purposes,  the  bank  occupy- 
ing the  first  fioor.  The  bank's  equipment  affords  every  modem  convenience. 
Its  vaults  are  especially  large  and  strong  and  there  is  a  safe  deposit  vault  with 
a  capacity  of  fifteen  hundred  boxes,  all  enclosed  in  massive  walls  twenty-six 
mches  in  thickness.  Massive  steel  doors  guard  the  entrance  and  a  system  of 
electria  protection  makes  the  whole  as  nearly  burglar-proof  as  modem  in- 
genuity can  invent.  Something  of  the  growth  of  the  business  is  indicated  in 
the  fact  that  the  deposits  on  January  1,  1873,  were  fifty  thousand  four  hundred 
and  seventy-four  dollars  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1916,  one  million  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars.  On  the  15th  of 
November,  1902,  a  savings  department  was  opened  which  pays  three  per  cent 
interest,  computed  semi-annually,  on  all  deposits  in  that  department.    On  Jan- 
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uary  1,  1916,  there  was  on  deposit  in  the  savings  department  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  which  represents  the  small  savings 
of  a  large  number  of  depositors. 


JOHN  H.  SMITH. 


John  H.  Smith,  a  famer  of  Kansas ville,  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  the 
county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Dover  township,  March  14,  1851.  His 
parents,  William  and  Mary  (Welsh)  Smith,  were  natives  of  England  and 
Ireland,  respectively,  the  former  born  June  17,  1824,  and  the  latter  in  1826. 
They  were  married  in  Racine  county,  but  the  parents  of  neither  ever  came  to 
America.  It  was  in  1842  that  William  Smith  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  estab- 
lished his  home  in  Dover  township,  Racine  county,  after  remaining  for  a  short 
time  in  the  east  and  for  a  brief  period  in  Milwaukee.  On  reaching  this  county 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  from  the  government  for 
a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  and  upon  the  farm  built  a  log  cabin,  after 
which  he  began  to  clear  his  land  of  timber,  for  it  was  a  wooded  tract.  In 
1875  he  purchased  forty  acres  more  and  he  continued  to  reside  upon  the  old 
homestead  and  devote  his  attention  to  its  cultivation  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1898.  For  twelve  years  he  had  survived  his  wife,  who  died 
in  1886.  He  was  well  known  and  well  liked  and  left  behind  him  many  warm 
friends.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Smith  gave 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children,  of  whom  Robert,  the  eldest,  a  carpenter  of  Union  Grove,  died  in 
1914.  Those  still  living  are:  Amelia,  the  wife  of  William  Donald,  a  retired 
farmer,  living  in  Union  Grove ;  John  H. ;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  John  Crane,  a  re- 
tired farmer  of  Union  Grove;  William,  a  resident  of  Union  Grove;  Anna,  the 
wife  of  H.  G.  Dardis,  a  lumber  merchant  of  Burlington ;  Carrie,  the  widow  of 
James  Bell  and  a  resident  of  Waukesha,  and  Hattie,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Youngs,  a 
merchant  of  Union  Grove. 

John  H.  Smith  obtained  a  district  school  education  and  afterward  took  up 
the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he  has  always  followed.  He  started  out  on 
his  own  accoiint  with  a  forty-acre  tract  of  land  which  he  purchased  and  since 
that  time  he  has  continuously  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
today  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  in  addition  to  tilling  the  soil  he 
raises  considerable  stock.  Ho  has  a  beautiful  residence  and  outbuildings, 
which  he  erected,  and  the  farm  presents  a  most  neat  and  attractive  appearance. 
Progressiveness  characterizes  him  in  all  that  he  undertakes  and  he  is  num- 
bered among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  his  community. 

In  1875  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Lewis,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Millard)  Lewis,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of. 
England  and  about  1850  came  to  Dover  township.  Mr.  Lewis  always  followed 
farming  and  won  a  substantial  measure  of  success  in  that  undertaking.  His 
fellow  townsmen  spoke  of  him  in  terms  of  high  regard  and  he  was  widely 
and  favorably  known.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born  five  children, 
namely ;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  George  B.  Wherry,  a  butcher  of  Racine ;  Nellie 
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E.,  the  wife  of  Harry  Apple,  a  repsesentative  and  progressive  farmer  of  Nor- 
way township ;  Lulu  B.,  the  wife  of  Fred  Dixon,  a  real  estate  man  of  Union 
Grove,  who  also  has  other  business  interests ;  Alice  May,  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  L. 
Dunkirk,  a  dentist,  of  Union  Grove,  and  Boyd  Arthur,  who  is  with  his  parents 
upon  the  home  farm. 

Mr/  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican  and  has  been  an  active  party  worker.  He  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  for  eleven  years  altogether  and  has  made  a  most 
creditable  record  in  that  oflSce.  He  also  served  as  town  clerk  for  four  years 
and  for  thirty-eight  years  has  been  treasurer  of  the  school  board.  His  aid  and 
co-operation  can  always  be  counted  upon  to  further  any  plan  or  project  for 
the  general  good  and  his  worth  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  know  him. 


WHiLIAM  HORLICK,  JR. 

It  is  too  often  true  that  successful  business  men  seem  to  find  no  time  for 
public  affairs  and  lightly  regard  the  duties  and  obligations  of  citizenship.  A 
notable  exception  to  this  rule  and  one  whose  example  is  well  worthy  of 
emulation  is  that  of  William  Horlick,  Jr.,  who,  while  actively  connected  ^vith 
the  management  and  interests  of  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Company,  has  also 
found  time  and  opportunity  for  co-operation  in  those  plans  and  projects  which 
have  to  do  with  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  conimunity  in  which 
he  lives.  He  was  born  in  Chicago,  in  1875,  a  son  of  William  and  Arabella 
Horlick,  and  after  attending  the  public  schools  continued  his  studies  in  Racine 
College,  which  constituted  his  preliminary  preparation  for  life's  practical  and 
responsible  duties.  Soon  afterward  he  began  his  life  work  as  an  assistant  of 
his  fatHer  in  the  development  of  the  business  known  the  world  over  under  the 
name  of  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Company.  Resuming  his  studies  he  speni 
several  terms  as  a  student  of  applied  science,  division  of  engineering,  at  KingV 
College,  London,  England,  during  1898,  1899  and  1900,  thus  splendidly  C(iuip- 
ping  himself  for  the  further  conduct  of  most  extensive  and  important  business 
interests. 

In  1900  William  Horlick  made  an  extended  European  tour,  also  visiting 
Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land,  and  soon  after  his  return,  as  a  recognition  of  his 
industry,  close  application  and  resourcefulness  in  business,  he  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Company,  and  to  the  duties  of  that 
position,  manifold  and  intricate,  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention. 

Mr.  Horlick  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles  in  Racine,  having  long  been 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Elks  and  the  Masons  and  in  the  last 
named  organization  he  has  reached  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish 
Rite  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  politics  he  is  independent. 
He  is  well  informed,  broad-minded  and  a  close  observer  of  men  and  of  busi- 
ness conditions.  His  ability  is  recognized  by  all  and  especially  by  those  who 
know  him  best  and  his  friends  and  admirers  have  called  upon  him  for  various 
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public  services.  He  has  been  particularly  active  in  support  of  the  cause  9f 
education  and  for  many  years  has  occupied  the  position  of  school  director.  In 
his  nature  there  is  nothing  narrow  nor  contracted.  A  truly  generous  and 
enterprising  businiess  man  of  the  highest  type,  he  is  a  credit  to  the  community 
and  his  record  reflects  honor  upon  the  district  which  has  honored  him. 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  SMIEDING,  JR. 

Judge  William  Smieding,  Jr.,  who  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  the 
niuuicipal  and  juvenile  court  judge  of  Racine  county,  is  a  native  son  of  this  city 
and  his  life  record  stands  in  contradistinction  to  the  old  adage  that  a  prophet  is 
not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  country,  for  his  worth  and  ability  have 
gained  him  professional  recognition  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  represen- 
tative members  of  the  Racine  bar.  He  was  bom  September  9,  1868,  a  son  of 
William  and  Mary  (Wustum)  Smieding.  The  father's  birth  occurred  at  Liib- 
becke,  in  western  Prussia,  November  11,  1831,  and  he  was  a  son  of  August  and 
Amelia  (Mix)  Smieding,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  country,  while  his 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  brewer  and  baker  of  Giermany,  where  he  owned  a 
small  shop.  He  and  his  wife  both  d^ed  in  Germany  at  an  advanced  age.  Their 
son  August  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  acquainting  himself  with 
the  trades  of  brewing  and  baking,  but  afterward  went  to  Holland,  where  he 
secured  a  situation  as  clerk  in  a  store.  He  was  engaged  in  military  duty  under 
Napoleon  I  in  the  year  1815.  His  death  occurred  in  1850,  wheri  he  was  fifty- 
six  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  passed  away  about  six!  years  before.  Their 
family  numbered  seven  children,  including  William  Smieding,  who  obtained 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  near  his  home  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
was  apprenticed  to  a  general  merchant  for  a  term  covering  about  five  years; 
The  reports  which  he  heard  concerning  the  opportunities  of  the  new  world  led 
him  to  the  determination  to  try  his  fortune  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  and 
when  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  left  the  fatherland  for  the  new 
world,  making  his  way  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  resided  for  a  year.  He  then 
came  to  Racine  where  he  joined  his  brother,  Henry  E.  Smieding.  in  the  drug 
business,  opening  a  store  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Main  streets.  For  years 
theirs  was  one  of  the  pioneer  drug  houses  of  the  city  and  their  business  was 
successfully  continued  until  about  1890,  when  they  sold  out,  since  which  time 
Mr.  Smieding  has  lived  retired,  now  making  his  home  on  a  small  farm  near 
Racine,  his  place  comprising  thirty-five  acres  of  land  situated  just  across  the 
road  from  the  factory  of  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Company. 

In  September,  1864,  William  Smieding  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Wustum,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Wustum,  and  they  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  six  children :  Henry,  a  Racine  lawyer ;  William ;  Herman, 
who  is  a  bookkeeper  with  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Company  and  who  married 
Jessie  Conroe ;  George,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Jefferson, 
Wisconsin ;  and  Frederick  and  Marie,  residing  in  Racine. 

Judge  Smieding,  the  second  son,  began  his  education  when  a  little  lad  of 
six  years  as  a  public  school  pupil  and  promotion  brought  him  eventually  to 
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the  high  school  from  which  he  was  graduated.  His  more  specifically  literary 
course  was  pursued  in  the  State  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison,  where  he 
won  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1891,  after  which  he  continued  there  as  a 
student  in  the  law  department  and  was  graduated  in  1893.  He  had  previously 
attended  the  University  of  Berlin,  Germany,  in  the  year  1890.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  his  law  course  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  entered  upon  active 
practice  in  Racine,  devoting  attention  to  the  trial  of  cases  before  the  state 
and  federal  courts  for  eight  years,  or  until  elected  judge  of  the  municipal 
court  in  1901,  since  which  time  he  has  served  upon  the  bench,  giving  his  at- 
tention to  the  duties  of  the  office.  He  has  gained  a  reputation  for  being  fair 
and  impartial  in  the  discharge  of  his  judicial  duties. 

Judge  Smieding  holds  to  a  nonpartisan  course  politically.  He  is  well  known 
in  fraternal  circles,  belonging  to  the  Masonic  lodge,  the  Bjiights  of  Pythias 
lodge,  No.  32,  of  which  he  is  a  past  chancellor  commander,  and  the  Elks  lodge. 
No.  252,  of  which  he  is  past  exalted  ruler.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  council  of  Racine.  A  member  of  the  Commercial  Club,  he  is  much  inter- 
ested in  its  purposes  and  plans  for  the  improvement  and  development  of  the 
city. 


JUDGE  ELBERT  OSBORNE  HAND. 

Judge  Elbert  Osborne  Hand,  long  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Racine 
bar  and  for  thirteen  years  occupying  the  bench  of  the  county  court,  passed 
away  June  19,  1915,  an  occasion  which  carried  with  it  a  sense  of  deep  regret 
and  sorrow  to  many  who  have  been  his  associates  and  contemporaries.  He  was 
then  nearing  the  eighty-fifth  milestone  on  life's  journey  and  there  came  to  him 
**the  blessed  accomi)animents  of  age — ^honor,  riches,  troops  of  friends.''  Judge 
Hand  was  a  native  of  New  Lebanon,  Columbia  county,  New  York,  born  No- 
vember 29,  1830,  and  came  of  English  ancestry  in  both  the  maternal  and 
paternal  lines.  His  grandfathers  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  John  S.  Hand, 
father  of  the  judge,  was  born  in  New  Lebanon,  in  1804.  He  became  a  mechanic 
and  was  employed  along  that  line  until  after  his  removal  to  the  west,  when  he 
became  connected  with  agricultural  pursuits.  Before  leaving  New  Lebanon, 
however,  he  married  Miss  Emma  J.  Cowells,  who  was  there  bom  in  1810.  She 
too  was  of  English  descent  and  her  grandfather  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
It  was  in  1841  that  John  S.  and  Emma  Hand  arrived  in  Wisconsin,  settling  in 
Walworth  county,  where  the  father  entered  land  and  with  characteristic 
energy  began  the  development  of  a  farm.  He  lived  a  quiet  and  unassuming 
but  useful  life,  never  seeking  to  figure  prominently  in  public  connections.  He 
gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  whig  party  until  the  question  of  slavery 
became  a  foremost  one  in  the  minds  of  the  public,  when  he  supported  the 
abolition  party.  When  the  republican  party  was  formed  to  prevent  the  further 
extension  of  slavery  into  the  north  he  joined  its  ranks  and  continued  to  follow 
its  banner  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1875.  He  had  long  survived  his 
wife,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  They  were  both  devout  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
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Judge  Hand  was  the  eldest  of  their  nine  children.  He  was  reared  on  the 
aid  homestead  with  the  usual  experiences  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  farm  bred 
boy,  dividing  his  time  between  the  acquirement  of  an  education  in  pioneer 
schools,  and  the  work  of  developing  a  fertile  farm.  He  displayed  aptitude  in 
his  studies  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  became  a  teacher,  but  with  the  discovery 
of  gold  in  California  he  joined  the  Argonauts  who  went  to  the  Pacific  coast  in 
search  of  the  golden  fleece,  arriving  at  Hangtown,  now  Placerville,  in  1849.  He 
engaged  in  mining  in  that  locality  and  also  on  the  north  fork  of  the  American 
river  until  1853,  when  he  returned  home  by  way  of  the  Panama  route.  His 
ambition  prompted  his  preparation  for  a  professional  career  and  after  master- 
ing the  preparatory  studies,  he  entered  the  sophomore  class  of  the  State  Uni- 
vesity  at  Madison  and  won  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  upon  graduation  in 
1859.  The  following  year  was  devoted  to  the  study  of  law  in  Albany,  New 
York,  and  he  was  there  graduated  in  1860. 

Before  leaving  his  native  state,  Judge  Hand,  in  September,  1861,  wedded 
Miss  Margaret  S.  Budd,  of  Chatham,  New  York,  who  was  bom  in  Rensselaer 
county.  In  time  the  young  couple  established  their  home  in  Racine  and  as 
the  years  passed  five  children  were  added  to  the  household:  Mary  E.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  John  D.  Rowland,  of  Phillips,  Wisconsin ;  Imogene  P.,  the 
wife  of  Charles  R.  Carpenter,  of  Racine ;  Elbert  B. ;  Mrs.  Jessie  L.  MacGregor, 
of  Racine,  who  married  Wallace  P.  MacGregor,  formerly  of  Janesville,  Wis- 
consin, and  Mrs.  Edith  M.  Simmons  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  who  married  John 
Edward  Simmons,  formerly  of  Racine. 

Upon  his  return  to  Racine  Judge  Hand  entered  at  once  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession  and  soon  gained  a  distinctively  representative  clientage.  In 
1868  Governor  Pairchild  appointed  him  county  judge  and  to  that  office  he 
was  three  times  elected^  so  that  he  served  upon  the  bench  for  thirteen  years,  a 
period  longer  than  that  of  any  other  incumbent  in  the  position.  His  rulings 
were  strictly  fair  and  impartial  and  his  ability  was  recognized  by  colleagues 
and  contemporaries.  In  1890  he  was  elected  district  attorney,  receiving  loyal 
support  from  all  parties,  and  he  occupied  that  position  for  two  years.  Judge 
Hand  always  voted  with  the  democratic  party  although  he  was  not  bitterly 
partisan.  He  held  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  guided  his  life 
according  to  the  teachings.  In  matters  of  public  concern  he  was  deeply  in- 
terested and  gave  his  aid  and  co-operation  to  many  plans  and  projects  for  the 
general  good.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  of  the  school  board  of  Racine,  and  for  many  years  was  a  trustee 
of  Carroll  College,  at  Waukesha,  Wisconsin.  He  ranked  high  in  professional 
circles,  for  he  possessed  marked  ability  and  moreover  prepared  his  cases  with 
great  thoroughness,  so  that  his  position  was  seldom  seriously  questioned,  his 
natural  and  acquired  talents  winning  him  high  rank  at  a  bar  which  has  num- 
bered many  distinguished  members.  Parming  was  always  his  hobby  and  from 
the  time  of  his  marriage  he  always  owned  a  farm. 

In  1911  Judge  Hand  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
died  on  the  29th  of  November  of  that  year.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Woman's 
Club,  was  for  over  fifty  years  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  was  much  interested  in"  charitable  work,  her  many  good  deeds  causing  her 
death  to  be  deeply  regretted  by  her  friends, 
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Judge  Hand  had  been  a  resident  of  this  state  for  seventy-four  years  at  the 
time  of  his  demise,  a  period  exceeding  the  life  span  of  the  great  majority,  and  • 
had  not  only  witnessed  the  wonderful  transformation  of  this  section  of  the 
country,  but  had  been  a  most  potent  element  in  that  transformation,  leaving 
the  impress  of  his  individuality  for  good  upon  many  lines  of  public  progress. 


JOHN  PUGH. 


John  Pugh,  of  Racine,  who  is  filling  the  office  of  state  game  warden  of 
Wisconsin,  was  born  September  1,  1847,  in  the  city  in  which  he  still  makes  his 
home.  Almost  three  score  years  and  ten  have  since  come  and  gone  and  he  has 
witnessed  remarkable  changes  as  the  state  has  become  thickly  settled  and  the 
work  of  progress  and  improvement  has  been  carried  forward.  His  parents 
were  James  and  Jeanette  (Hughes)  Pugh,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Wales, 
but  they  were  married  in  this  county.  The  father  on  coming  to  the  United 
States  settled  first  in  Utica,  New  York,  afterward  removing  to  Ohio  and  in 
1842  arrived  in  Racine,  where  he  resided  until  1850.  He  then  went  to  Califor- 
nia, attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  for  two  years 
remained  in  that  district,  but  in  1852  returned  to  Wisconsin.  He  died  May  30, 
1890,  while  his  widow  survived  until  1892,  and  in  their  passing  the  county  lost 
two  of  its  representative  and  honored  pioneer  residents. 

John  Pugh  was  educated  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of  Racine  and 
was  a  youth  of  but  seventeen  years  of  age  when,  in  1864,  he  responded  to  the 
country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  for  one  hundred  days*  service.  He  was  sta- 
tioned on  guard  duty  at  Memphis  and  when  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired 
he  returned  to  Racine. 

During  the  succeeding  three  years  Mr.  Pugh  worked  as  a  boiler  maker  in 
the  railroad  shops  and  then  became  a  sailor  on  the  Lakes,  devoting  his  time 
to  that  pursuit  from  1868  until  1894.  The  vessel  on  which  he  sailed  suffered 
wreck  off  Chicago  in  the  latter  year  and  he  then  abandoned  a  seafaring  life 
after  having  been  master  of  ships  for  twenty  years.  He  next  accepted  the  po- 
sition of  foreman  in  a  coal  yard  owned  by  his  brother  and  thus  continued  for 
about  four  years.  Since  retiring  from  that  position  he  has  been  state  conser- 
vation and  game  warden,  having  been  appointed  to  the  position  under  Gov- 
ernor La  FoUette,  having  charge  in  his  ofiicial  capacity  of  Racine  and  Kenosha 
counties.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  question  of  conserving  the  natural 
resources  of  the  country  and  in  protecting  the  game  and  he  does  everything 
in  his  power  to  uphold  the  law  in  this  respect. 

In  1879,  when  thirty-two  years  of  age,  Mr.  Pugh  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Catherine  Gittings  and  they  had  seven  children :  John,  who  is  connected 
with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company;  Catherine,  a  teacher,  who 
resides  at  home ;  Ellen  G.,  who  is  the  wife  of  W.  P.  Boyd,  of  Carthage,  Illinois ; 
Jeanette,  at  home ;  Mary,  who  is  engaged  in  school  teaching  and  is  also  under 
the  parental  roof;  Christopher,  at  home,  and  Elizabeth,  who  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Pugh  and  his  fftnily  are  all  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and 
in  politics  he  has  been  a  lifelong  republican,  ever  loyal  to  the  interests  of  the 
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party.  For  two  years  he  served  as  sheriflf  of  the  county.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masons,  having  taken  the  degrees  of  lodge  and  chapter,  and 
he  is  also  identified  with  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  was  bom  on  Park  street  and 
on  that  thoroughfare  in  Racine  has  always  spent  his  life.  Great  indeed  have 
been  the  changes  which  have  occurred  during  this  period,  a  period  in  which 
Racine  has  emerged  from  villagehood  to  take  on  all  of  the  advantages  of 
modern  civilization.  His  experiences  have  been  broad  and  varied  and  he  is 
now  proving  a  most  capable  official,  loyal  to  the  interests  of  the  state. 


DR.  ROBERT  C.  HINDLEY.   y^ 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Hindley,  chemist  with  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Company,  is 
well  qualified  by  thorough  college  training  and  broad  experience  for  the  po- 
sition of  responsibility  which  he  now  occupies.  He  was  born  in  Manchester, 
England,  in  1848,  a  son  of  John  C.  and  Mary  A.  Hindley,  who,  in  1856,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  their  family  to  Philadelphia.  The  father  was  connected  with 
the  cotton  trade  and  also  engaged  in  the  gun  manufacturing  business,  making 
guns  for  the  army  throughout  the  period  of  the  Civil  war. 

Robert  C.  Hindley  attended  school  in  Philadelphia,  prepared  for  college 
in  Virginia  and  was  graduated  from  Trinity  College  at  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
with  the  class  of  1872.  For  four  years  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  east, 
after  which  he  accepted  the  position  of  professor  of  chemistry  in  Racine 
College,  occupying  that  position  for  fifteen  years.  Later  he  became  professor 
of  mechanical  and  electrical  engineering  in  ihe  ^nanual  training  high  school  of 
Philadelphia,  where  he  continued  for  a  year  aad  a  half.  In  January,  1893, 
he  took  charge  of  the  chemical  department  of  Horlick 's  Malted  Milk  Com- 
pany, with  which  he  has  since  been  connected.  Dr.  Hindley  was  also  one  of 
the  earliest  workers  in  photography  and  in  electricity  and  is  an  expert  in 
those  lines.  He  it  was  who  established  the  first  public  electric  lighting  plant 
in  Wisconsin,  this  being  in  1884,  at  which  time  M.  B.  Erskine  became  president 
of  the  company,  with  F.  Harbridge  as  treasurer  and  Dr.  Hindley  as  secretary 
and  superintendent.  He  was  also  the  first  owner  of  an  automobile  in  Racine, 
driving  a  Winton  car. 

In  1876  Dr.  Hindley  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  F.  Higgs,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  they  have  a  son,  Robert  W.,  a  graduate  of  the  Wisconsin  University  and 
a  ranchman  of  Texas,  who  is  married  and  has  two  children,  Eleanor  and 
Roberta. 

Upon  Dr.  Hindley  have  been  conferred  the  degrees  of  Master  of  Arts  and 
Doctor  of  Philosophy.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  American 
Chemical  Society  and  has  contributed  largely  to  its  publications.  His  in- 
itiative and  his  research  work  have  given  many  ideas  and  results  of  value  to 
the  profession  and  his  name  is  known  and  honored  in  professional  circles 
throughout  the  country.  Dr.  Hindley  is  also  prominent  and  active  in  Masonry. 
He  belongs  to  the  lodge,  is  past  high  priest  of  Racine  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  is 
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past  eminent  commander  of  Racine  Commandery,  No.  7.  K.  T.,  and  is  an 
officer  in  the  Consistory.  He  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Royal  League 
of  Racine.  An  Episcopalian  in  religious  faith,  he  served  as  rector  of  St. 
Stephen's  Episcopal  church  for  twenty-three  years.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican  and  has  many  times  been  chairman  of  the  city  and  county  repub- 
lican conventions.  Prom  1881  until  1888,  he  was  a  member  of  the  board 
of  aldermen  of  Racine  from  the  second  ward  and  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  in  1895-6.  His  interests  are  indeed  broad  and  varied 
and  his  activity  has  been  of  marked  worth  in  the  development  of  the  city. 
Association  with  him  means  expansion  and  elevation  and  the  consensus  of 
public  opinion  establishes  him  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  honored 
residents  of  Racine. 


HON.  ALEXANDER  J.  HORLICK. 

Alexander  J.  Horlick,  vice  president  of  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Company 
and  therefore  active  in  control  of  one  of  Racine's  most  important  and  extensive 
business  enterprises,  belongs  to  that  class  of  representative  men  whose  force 
lies  in  close  application,  initiative  and  enterprise.  He  was  born  in  Racine  in 
1873  and  is  the  elder  son  of  William  and  Arabella  (Horlick)  Horlick,  further 
mention  of  whom  occurs  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
city  and  after  attending  the  public  schools  continued  his  education  in  Racine 
College.  In  early  manhood  he  became  connected  with  the  Horlick  Malted 
Milk  Company,  which  had  been  established  by  his  father  and  uncle,  and  applied 
himself  diligently  to  learning  everything  possible  about  the  business.  He  has 
made  steady  advancement  in  the  company  and  is  now  filling  the  office  of  vice 
president  and  is  bending  his  energies  to  administrative  direction  and  executive 
control.  He  has  wisely  used  his  time,  talents  and  opportunities  in  developing 
the  business  to  its  present  extensive  proportions,  displaying  the  same  aggres- 
siveness, the  same  ready  recognition  of  opportunities  and  keen  insight  into 
conditions  that  have  always  characterized  his  father.  He  has  worked  his  way 
upward  to  his  present  important  position  through  his  own  merit  and  his  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  all  phases  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Horlick  recognizes  the  duties  and  obligations  as  well  as  the  privileges 
of  citizenship  and  at  the  solicitation  of  his  fellow  townsmen  accepted  the  nom- 
ination for  mayor  of  Racine  on  the  republican  ticket.  He  was  elected  to  that 
oflSce  in  1907,  served  by  re-election  for  a  second  term.  His  administration  was 
marked  by  reform  in  the  city's  business  methods  and  especially  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  streets  and  boulevards  and  the  city  parks.  He  placed  municipal 
interests  upon  a  business  basis  and  sought  in  every  way  to  further  the  public 
good.  That  he  accomplished  his  purpose  was  shown  by  the  wish  of  the  public 
that  he  serve  for  a  third  term.  He  is  one  of  the  regents  of  the  tJniversity  of 
Wisconsin,  having  been  appointed  by  Governor  Davidson  and  reappointed  by 
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Gtoyemor  McGovern.  He  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  societies — the  American 
Chemical  Society,  the  Elks,  and  others,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  both  York  and  Scottish  rites,  and  of  Tripoli  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. 


HON.  JOHN  B.  SIMMONS. 

Hon.  John  B.  Simmons,  whose  writings  have  been  a  valuable  contribution 
to  legal  literature  and  whose  career  as  a  member  of  the  bar  has  reflected 
credit  and  honor  upon  the  profession,  has  engaged  in  practice  in  Racdne 
since  1898,  being  now  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Simmons  &  Walker.  He 
was  bom  in  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  October  26,  1851,  a  son  of  James  and 
Catherine  (McCotter)  Simmons,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Vermont.  Upon 
removing  to  the  middle  west  in  1842  James  Simmons  resided  for  a  time  at  Lake 
Geneva,  Wisconsin,  but  afterward  took  up  his  abode  in  McHenry  county. 
Illinois,  where  he  lived  for  a  few  years.  He  then  returned  to  Lake  Geneva, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  continuing  an  active  and  prominent  member 
of  the  bar  at  that  place.  His  father,  John  Simmons,  was  also  a  lawyer,  practic- 
ing in  Middlebury,  Vermont,  and  was  of  English  descent.  The  family  was 
established  in  Connecticut  in  early  colonial  days  and  representatives  of  the 
name  have  since  been  residents  of  New  England.  John  Simmons,  the  grand- 
father, was  a  member  of  the  first  class  that  was  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  subsequently  he  removed  to  Vermont, 
Both  the  Simmons  and  McCotter  families  were  represented  in  the  American 
army  in  the  war  for  independence. 

Although  born  in  Illinois,  John  B.  Simmons  was  largely  reared  in  Wis- 
consin and  obtained  his  public  school  education  at  Elkhorn.  Following  his 
graduation  from  the  high  school  at  that  place  he  took  up  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  his  father  at  Lake  Geneva  and  was  admitted  to  practice  before 
the  circuit  court  at  Elkhorn  in  1873.  He  was  then  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  active  work  of  the  profession  until  1896,  when  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Franklin  J.  Tyrrel,  of  Lake  Geneva,  that  association  being  maintained 
until  1898,  when  Mr.  Simmons  removed  to  Racine.  Here  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  H.  A.  Cooper  and  Peter  B.  Nelson  under  the  firm  style  of 
Cooper,  Simmons  &  Nelson,  and  when  Mr.  Cooper  retired  the  firm  continued 
as  Simmons  &  Nelson  until  the  junior  partner  was  succeeded  by  M.  E.  Walker 
in  1907.  They  are  legal  representatives  of  several  manufacturing  and  finai^cial 
corporations.  For  eighteen  years  Mr.  Simmons  has  occupied  a  conspicuous 
and  enviable  position  at  the  Racine  bar.  He  continues  in  the  general  practice 
of  law,  in  which  field  he  has  now  been  active  for  forty-three  years.  Not  only 
has  he  won  success  in  the  work  of  the  courts  but  has  also  gained  distinction 
through  his  contributions  to  legal  literature.  He  is  the  author  of  a  work  of 
three  volumes,  Simmons'  Wisconsin  Digest,  which  is  accepted  as  authority 
throughout  the  state.  This  work  in  its  general  plan  followed  the  lines  of  a 
previous  work  issued  by  his  father,  who  was  long  known  to  the  profession  as 
the  author  of  the  first  Wisconsin  Digest  that  proved  of  practical  value.  John 
B.  Simmons  exercised  all  the  care  and  judgment  of  his  legal  mind  in  the 
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preparation  of  the  three  volumes,  which  are  now  regarded  as  probably*  the 
most  indispensable  standard  reference  books  on  state  decisions  to  be  found  in 
Wisconain. 

In  1876  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Simmons  and  Miss  Sarah  B. 
Sturges,  a  daughter  of  George  W.  Sturges,  a  valued  resident  of  Lake  Geneva. 
Two  children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage :  John  E.,  a  naval  architect  now 
residing  in  Chicago,  who  was  the  designer  and  builder  of  Disturber  IV  for 
James  A.  Pugh,  of  Chicago,  this  proving  to  be  the  fastest  boat  in  its  class 
in  the  world;  and  Katharine,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Racine  high  school  and 
of  the  University  of  Chicago  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Ralph  W.  Bailey,  of 
Waupaca,  Wisconsin.  The  son  is  a  graduate  of  Beloit  College  and  of  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  at  Boston.  The  wife  and  mother  passed 
away  in  1914.  Mr.  Simmons  resides  at  No.  1013  Lake  avenue,  where  he  has 
an  attractive  home.  He  attends  the  Presbyterian  church  and  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  While  in  Lake  Geneva  he  filled  the  office 
of  mayor  and  he  ever  maintains  a  progressive  attitude  in  public  affairs,  sup- 
porting all  plans  and  measures  which  promise  to  be  of  value  in  upholding 
civic  standards.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Public  Library  board  and  a  trustee 
of  ** Sunny  Rest,"  a  tuberculosis  sanatorium,  is  generous  in  his  support  of 
philanthropic  and  benevolent  projects  and  his  influence  along  many  lines  has 
been  a  potent  force  for  good. 


GEORGE  ENGELHARDT. 

George  Engelhardt,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  on  a  tract  of  land 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  near  Kansasville,  was  born  in  Paris  township, 
Kenosha  county,  May  25,  1860,  a  son  of  John  and  Rachel  (Beyer)  Engelhardt, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1853 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Paris  township,  Kenosha  county.  He  afterward 
purchased  a  farm  in  Dover  township,  Racine  county,  at  twelve  shillings  per 
acre.  It  was  a  tract  of  wild  land  when  it  came  into  his  possession,  but  with 
characteristic  energy  he  transformed  it  into  fertile  fields,  annually  gathering 
good  harvests.  He  was  married  in  Paris  township  and  to  him  and  his  wife 
were  bom  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living :  Kate,  the  wife  of  T..H.  Hillman, 
a  railroad  man  of  Spooner,  Wisconsin ;  Sophia,  the  wife  of  L.  Hintz,  a  night 
watchman  residing  in  Burlington;  Carrie,  the  wife  of  Christ  Olson,  a  rail- 
road man  of  Spooner,  Wisconsin;  John,  who  is  living  in  Brighton  town- 
ship; William,  a  farmer  of  North  Dakota;  and  George.  The  parents  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Burlington  and  in  his  political  views  Mr. 
Engelhardt  was  a  republican.  He  started  out  in  business  life  empty  handed 
and  borrowed  the  money  with  which  to  pay  his  passage  to  the  United  States, 
but  in  this  country  he  prospered,  owing  to  his  persistent,  resolute  purpose, 
and  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  well 
improved  and  productive  land. 

George  Englehardt  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  after  which  he 
took  up  farming  and  has  since  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  save 
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for  about  two  years,  whick  he  devoted  to  railroading.  He  has  aQ  exe^ent 
tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  forty  aereft,  wirieh  he  has  brought  ta  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  annually  gathering  rich  crops  as  a  reward  for  the  care 
and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  the  fields.  He  has  twelve  or  fourteen  cows 
which  he  milks  and  he  raises  cattle  and  hogs,  having  some  high  grade  shorthorn 
cattle  upon  his  place.  His  business  affairs  are  carefully  and  wisely  directed 
and  success  attends  his  efforts  in  substantial  measure. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1888,  Mr.  Engelhardt  was  married  to  Miss  Tressie 
Rusburg,  a  native  of  Caledonia,  Wisconsin,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  Rusburg, 
a  farmer,  who  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Caledonia  township.  The 
three  children  born  of  this  marriage  are :  George,  a  farmer  of  Brighton  town- 
ship, Kenosha  county ;  and  Henry  and  Edna,  both  at  home. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Burlington  Lutheran  church  and  in  polities 
Mr.  Engelhardt  is  a  republican.  He  served  for  about  twenty  years  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  the  cause  of  public  education  has  always  found 
in  him  a  stalwart  champion.  In  fact,  he  stands  for  progress  and  improvement 
along  many  lines  and  does  everything  in  his  power  to  further  the  material, 
intellectual  and  moral  development  of  the  community. 


MARTIN  O.  SBNSENY. 


Martin  0.  Senseny,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Malleable  & 
Wrought  Iron  Company,  has  been  connected  with  this  business  since  1906 
and  its  development  within  the  past  decade  is  attributable  in  substantial 
measure  to  his  efforts  and  keen  business  discernment.  A  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr.  Senseny  was  bom  in  1852,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Sensenv. 
His  mother  died  when  he  was  but  a  few  weeks  old  and  his  father  when  the 
boy  was  but  three  years  of  age,  so  that  he  was  reared  by  his  grandparents. 
He  became  a  school  teacher  and  later  a  bookkeeper  and  for  a  time  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  Eberhard  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  in  1906  removed 
to  Racine  and  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Racine  Malleable  &  Wrought  Iron 
Company,  which  had  been  organized  in  1884.  The  present  officers  are :  M.  O. 
Senseny,  president  and  treasurer;  W.  H.  Houssman,  of  Cleveland,  vice  presi- 
dent, and  Charles  Van  Ornum,  secretary.  The  plant  is  located  at  Twenty- 
first  and  South  Clark  streets,  where  the  company  owns  ten  acres  of  ground 
with  buildings  covering  half  of  that  amount.  The  original  plant  was  located 
on  the  north  side,  but  was  burned  in  July,  1898,  and  at  that  time  the  comx>any 
selected  the  present  location,  erecting  two  story  buildings  in  which  they  in- 
stalled modem  equipment  to  facilitate  the  work.  In  June,  1915,  a  cyclone 
struck  the  plant  and  demolished  the  top  story  of  all  four  of  the  buildings, 
causing  a  loss  of  about  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  They  employ  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  most  of  whom  are  skilled  workmen,  and  they  manufacture 
castings,  wagon  and  carriage  hardware,  harness  chains  and  special  castings. 
Their  output  is  sold  to  jobbers  and  goes  all  over  the  United  States.  The 
business  is  one  of  those  which  has  won  for  Racine  its  enviable  reputation  as 
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a  manufacturing  center  and  capable  management  marks  the  conduct  of  the 
business  in  every  department. 

In  1883  Mr.  Senseny  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  Chapman,  of 
Port  Wayne,  who  died  in  the  year  1907,  leaving  a  son  and  daughter :  Herbert, 
who  is  now  a  practicing  physician  at  Port  Wayne ;  and  Helen,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  high  school  of  Port  Wayne.  Mr.  Senseny  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  the  Elks'  lodge  and  also  has  membership  in  the  Methodist 
church.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  keeps 
well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  His  position  upon  any 
vital  question  is  never  an  equivocal  one.  He  stands  loyally  for  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  right  and  his  enterprise  and  industry  are  manifest  not  only  in  his 
business  career  but  in  his  support  and  advocacy  of  all  those  measures  which 
he  deem^  of  worth  to  the  community. 


J.  W.  TRUMBULL. 


With  the  public  interests  of  Racine  and  the  county  J.  W.  Trumbull  has 
been  closely  associated  through  his  business  connections  and  in  other  ways. 
He  was  born  in  Caledonia  township,  this  county,  December  1,  1872,  a  son 
of  John  and  Emily  (Hazelton)  Trumbull,  who  were  natives  of  Mansfield,  Con- 
necticut, and  of  Vermont,  respectively.  They  were  married  in  Racine  in  1865. 
The  father  was  at  that  time  forty-nine  years  of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  1816.  He  had  come  to  this  county  in  1839  when  Wisconsin  was  still  under 
territorial  rule.  The  city  of  Racine  was  then  but  a  small  village  and  the 
district  bore  little  resemblance  to  the  county  of  today.  He  took  up  his  abode 
on  sections  7  and  18,  Caledonia  township,  and  there  engaged  in  general 
farming,  contributing  much  to  the  agricultural  progress  of  the  locality.  He 
was  always  deeply  interested  in  politics,  kept  well  informed  on  the  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day  and  voted  with  the  republican  party.  He  wrote  quite 
extensively  for  the  press  and  was  a  man  of  broad  and  liberal  education. 
He  died  in  1894,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Racine,  and  his  widow,  still 
surviving,  occupies  the  old  homestead.  In  their  family  were  four  children: 
Pearl,  deceased ;  Plorence,  the  wife  of  P.  L.  Clugg,  living  at  Marshfield,  Wis- 
cousin ;  J.  W. ;  and  Mary,  at  home. 

J.  W.  Tnunbull  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Caledonia  town- 
ship'and  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  purchased  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  home  place  and  continued  to  engage  in  general 
agricultural  pursuits  there  until  1911,  at  the  same  time  specializing  largely 
•  in  dairy  farming.  He  became  quite  active  in  public  affairs  and  for  twelve 
years  was  clerk  of  the  town.  He  also  acted  as  clerk  of  the  court  for  Racine 
county  for  four  years  following  his  removal  to  Racine  and  he  has  always 
given  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  section  7,  Caledonia  township.  In  1911  he  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  Christensen  Silo  Company,  serving  as  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  silo  work  through  all  of  the  dairy  states  of  the 
middle  west.    His  business  affairs  are  always  carefully  and  wisely  conducted. 
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He  always  seems  to  readily  recognize  the  possibilities  of  a  situation  and  he 
uses  his  advantages  in  the  best  way. 

In  1895  Mr.  Trumbull  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Hayek  and 
they  have  five  children,  namely:  Pearl,  Eleanor,  Faith,  Marjorie  and  John. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Christian  Science  church  and  they  own  and 
occupy  a  fine  home  at  No.  1817  Park  avenue  in  Racine.  Hospitality  there 
reigns  supreme  and  the  good  cheer  of  their  home  is  greatly  enjoyed  by  their 
many  friends.  Mr.  Trumbull  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  this  county 
and  his  history  is  familiar  to  his  fellow  townsmen,  who  have  ever  known  him 
as  a  progressive  and  reliable  business  man,  a  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  a 
faithful  friend  and  a  devoted  husband  and  father.  Fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America. 


CAPTAIN   WILLIAM  MITCHELL  LEWIS. 

With  the  growth  of  the  automobile  industry  in  the  country  Captain 
William  Mitchell  Lewis  has  established  and  promoted  in  Racine  one  of  the 
large  manufacturing  enterprises  of  this  character  in  the  United  States.  The 
development  of  the  trade  in  the  last  few  years  has  been  so  great  as  to  seem 
almost  magicfal,  but  back  of  this  are  the  well  defined  and  carefully  executed 
plans  of  Captain  Lewis  and  his  associate  officers  of  the  Mitchell-Lewis  Motor 
Company.  Racine  claims  him  as  a  native  son,  for  he  was  here  bom  on  the 
25th  of  Febraary,  1869,  his  parents  being  William  T.  and  Mary  (Mitchell) 
Lewis.  At  the  usual  age  he  became  a  public  school  pupil  and  afterward 
entered  Yale  University  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  graduated 
on  the  completion  of  a  law  course  with  the  class  of  1891.  During  his  college 
days  he  was  much  interested  in  athletics  and  played  at  center  on  the  famous 
Yale  eleven  of  1890. 

With  his  return  to  Racine  in  1891,  Captain  Lewis  engaged  with  the 
Mitchell-Lewis  Wagon  Company,  but  all  personal  and  business  considerations 
were  put  aside  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with  Spain,  when  he 
volunteered  for  service  at  the  front  and  was  commissioned  captain  of  Com- 
pany F,  of  the  First  Wisconsin  Infantry.  He  saw  active  service  under  Major 
General  Fitzhugh  Lee  in  the  Seventh  Army  Corps  and  was'  stationed  at 
Jacksonville,  Florida. 

When  he  again  came  to  Racine,  Captain  Lewis  entered  its  business  circles 
as  general  manager  of  the  Wisconsin  Wheel  Works,  a  concern  which  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bicycles,  the  industry  being  at  that  time  at 
its  height.  With  the  invention  of  the  automobile  and  its  perfection  for  prac- 
tical use  the  Wisconsin  Wheel  Works  was  converted  into  a  plant  for  the  con- 
struction of  motor  cars  and  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Mitchell  Motor  Car 
Company,  with  Captain  Lewis  as  the  active  manager  of  the  business.  A 
magnificent  plant  was  erected  and  in  1910  the  Mitchell  Motor  Car  Company 
and  the  Mitchell-Lewis  Company  were  consolidated  under  the  name  of  the 
Mitchell-Lewis  Motor  Company.  The  increasing  popularity  of  the  automobile 
and  the  excellent  car  which  they  put  out  at  moderate  prices  led  to  the  rapid 
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growth  of  business,  which  developed  almost  by  leaps  and  bounds,  making 
theirs  one  of  the  important  industrial  enterprises  of  the  city. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1892,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Captain  Lewis  and 
Miss  Edith  F.  Rose,  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  and  they  have  four  children : 
Katharine  Rose,  William  Tumor,  Gordon  Sinclair  and  Mary  Virginia,  Captain 
Lewis  has  been  a  recognized  leader  in  republican  circles  in  the  state  for  a 
number  of  years  and  in  1910  was  the  candidate  of  the  republican  party  for 
governor.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masons  and  the  Elks,  having 
in  the  former  gone  up  through  both  routes,  being  now  a  Bjiight  Templar  and 
Consistory  Mason.  The  interest  which  he  displayed  in  athletics  during  his 
college  days  has  been  continued  in  more  recent  years  and  he  is  a  ready  sup- 
porter of  clean  sport  in  all  of  its  forms.  He  has  been  interested  in  the  extension 
of  playgrounds  and  in  the  promotion  of  outdoor  facilities  for  the  us^  of  the 
younger  generation  and  for  this  purpose  has  given  to  Racine  the  athletic 
field  and  playground  known  as  Lewis  Field.  He  is  very  prominent  in  the  club 
circles  not  only  of  Racine  but  of  the  state.  He  has  been  president  of  the 
Racine  Country  Club,  belongs  to  the  Milwaukee  Press  Club  and  has  been 
received  into  the  Order  of  Ejiights  of  Bohemia,  an  inner  circle  of  the  Mil- 
waukee Press  Club,  this  being  recognized  as  a  distinctive  honor.  His  intel- 
lectual training,  resulting  in  an  alert  mental  development,  makes  him  ready 
for  any  duty  or  for  any  emergency. 


HORLICK  MALTED  MILK  COMPANY. 

The  name  of  no  productive  industry  of  the  United  States  is  perhaps  more 
widely  known  than  that  of  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Company,  the  business  of 
which  has  developed  until  it  reaches  into  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  The 
company  was  organized  in  1875  and  was  incorporated  in  1878  as  the  Horlick 
Pood  Company  by  William  and  James  Horlick,  brothers,  who  established  their 
plant  in  the  outskirts  of  Racine,  in  Mount  Pleasant  tOAvnship.  They  began  to 
manufacture  a  product  known  as  Horlick 's  Food,  which  was  a  prepared  food 
for  infants,  invalids  and  the  aged,  to  be  added  to  milk  to  modify  and  enrich 
it.  Their  sales  at  that  time  covered  only  Chicago  and  vicinity.  William  Hor- 
lick, however,  realized  the  great  disadvantage  of  all  foods  for  infants  that 
required  the  addition  of  fresh  milk,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  fresh 
milk  and  keeping  it  so.  He  therefore  began  experimenting  with  the  purpose 
of  producing  a  pure  food  product  containing  an  adequate  proportion  of  pure, 
rich  milk — a  food  that  would  be  complete  in  itself,  that  would  keep  indefinitely 
in  any  climate  and  would  be  free  from  all  the  dangers  arising  from  the  use 
of  milk  that  is  impure,  adulterated,  laden  with  disease  germs  or  in  any  way 
rendered  unfit  for  use.  Moreover,  he  desired  that  this  food  should  be  not  only 
absolutely  safe  but  very  nourishing  and  easily  digested  by  the  most  delicate 
infant  or  invalid,  while  it  should  contain  at  the  same  time  all  the  elements  of 
nutrition.  In  carrying  on  the  work  of  experimentation  Mr.  Horlick  met  with 
many  disappointments  and  leading  chemists  claimed  that  it  was  both  a  chem- 
ic^  and  mechanical  impossibility  to  perfect  such  a  food,  advising  him  to 
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abandon  the  idea.  He  never  faltered  in  his  purpose,  however,  notwithstand- 
ing his  heavy  losses  of  time  and  expense,  and  at  the  end  of  six  years,  oc^  in 
1887,  he  produced  for  the  first  time  in  the  world's  history  a  food  product  in 
powder  form  containing  clean,  rich  milk  combined  with  extract  of  malted 
barley  and  wheat  that  would  keep  indefinitely.  The  value  of  such  a  product 
was  at  once  apparent  and  the  business  grew  by  leaps  and  bounds,  so  that  it 
was  difficult  to  make  the  supply  meet  the  demand.  A  program  of  building  was 
instituted.  New  buildings  were  added  from  time  to  time  of  reinforced  con- 
crete construction  and  the  plant  today  covers  an  area  of  fifteen  acres.  In 
1902  plant  No.  2  was  built,  being  a  duplicate  of  plant  No.  1,  and  in  1905  plant 
No.  3  came  into  existence,  a  triplicate  of  the  others,  but  subject  to  enlarge- 
ment. Since  then  the  old  buildings  have  all  been  rebuilt  in  concrete  and 
steel.  All  rooms  are  large  and  well  lighted  and  there  is  a  perfect  fire  protec- 
tion. Sanitation  and  cleanliness  are  among  the  basic  elements  of  the  business. 
There  is  a  forced  system  of  ventilation  throughout  the  plant,  the  air  being 
washed  by  sprays  of  water. 

To  maintain  such  a  plant  necessitated  the  employment  of  a  large  force  of 
people  and  in  developing  the  plant  the  company  has  shown  marked  consider- 
ation for  the  welfare  of  employes.  There  are  three  rest  rooms  for  girls  and  a 
library  for  the  service  of  the  employes.  They  maintain  an  athletic  association 
and  there  is  a  whist  club  and  a  cricket  club  for  employes  and  also  an  employes' 
beneficial  association.  On  the  pay  roll  are  found  three  hundred  and  fifty 
names.  The  department  of  agriculture  of  the  State  University  at  Madison 
says  that  the  standard  of  dairying  in  this  part  of  Wisconsin  has  been  raised 
very  largely  owing  to  the  rules  of  the  Horlick  factory  in  regard  to  the  produc- 
tion of  good,  clean  milk  and  the  example  furnished  therein.  Nearly  every 
city  in  the  United  States  has  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  rules  of  this  plant  for 
the  production  and  care  of  pure  milk  and  these  rules  have  constituted  the 
basis  for  much  municipal  legislation  in  regard  to  the  milk  supply  of  cities. 
William  Horlick  owns  personally  several  farms  upon  which  are  several  hun- 
dred head  of  cows  and  he  also  buys  milk  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  farmers. 
In  1915  the  company  erected  a  new  milk  house  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
country. 

The  process  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  food  consists  in  boiling 
the  milk  in  a  vacuum,  which  enables  them  to  boil  it  without  heating  above 
one  hundred  and  forty  degrees,  for  milk  ** cooks"  at  one  hundred  and  fifty-six 
degrees.  This  results,  therefore,  in  removing  all  water  without  cooking.  The 
company  has  a  plant  at  Slough,  England,  equal  to  the  No.  2  plant  of  Racine, 
and  supplies  from  that  point  Europe,  Africa  and  a  part  of  India.  The  trade 
today  covers  the  entire  world,  shipments  leaving  for  all  parts  of  the  world 
every  week.  Every  Arctic  explorer  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  carried  a 
supply  of  Horlick 's  malted  milk  in  powder  and  lunch  tablet  form,  for  it  sup- 
plies more  nutrition  to  the  bulk  than  any  other  food  and  people  have  lived 
many  years  with  no  other  sustenance.  It  is  standard  with  all  the  armies  of 
the  world  and  is  regarded  as  an  indispensable  accessory  on  all  exploration  or 
camping  trips. 

In  1889  James  Horlick  went  to  New  York,  where  he  established  a  branch, 
and  in  1890  opened  the  English  branch  and  since  that  time  has  been  in  charge 
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of  the  English  plant.  He  is  the  president  of  the  company.  William  Horlick 
haOB  been  managing  director  of  the  home  plant  and  has  always  lived  in  Bacine. 
He  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company  and  his  two  sons  are  actively 
associated  with  him,  the  elder,  A.  J.,  being  vice  president  of  the  company,  with 
William  Horlick,  Jr.,  as  secretary.  In  1906  the  name  was  changed  to  Horlick 's 
Malted  Milk  Company.  There  is  no  other  enterprise  that  has  made  Racine  as 
well  known  throughout  the  world  as  this  product,  today  used  in  every  civilized 
country  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 


WILLIAM  DWIQHT  THOMPSON. 

William  Dwight  Thompson,  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Thompson,  Meyers 
&  Kearney,  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law  at  Racine,  was  bom  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  November  7, 1867,  a  son  of  Seymour  D.  and  Lucy  Augusta 
(Jennison)  Thompson.  The  former  was  born  in  Northfield  township.  Cook 
county,  Illinois,  and  was  a  son  of  Seymour  Thompson  of  New  York  State,  who 
became  an  niinpis  pioneer.  The  ancestry  on  both  sides  dates  back  to  about 
1640,  when  representatives  of  both  families  emigrated  from  England,  and 
members  of  both  families  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

In  the  early  *50s  there  occurred  a  disastrous  prairie  fire  in  Illinois,  in  which 
Seymour  Thomi>son,  Sr.,  and  his  son  Charles  lost  their  lives,  and  it  was  after 
this  that  thie  family  removed  to  Iowa,  where  they  took  up  government  land, 
their  home  being  near  Payette.  While  a  resident  of  that  state,  Seymour  D. 
Thompson  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Third  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  Union  army 
and  participated  at  Shiloh  and  other  battles,  as  well  as  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg;  and  at  the  end  of  the  war  was  serving  with  the  rank  of  captain  of 
artillery  at  Port  Pickering,  near  Memphis. 

About  Pebruary  1,  1865,  Seymour  D.  Thompson  married  Lucy  Augusta 
Jennison,  at  Payette,  Iowa,  he  being  home  on  a  furlough  at  the  time.  After 
the  war  they  established  their  home  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was -bom.  The  family  lived  at  Memphis  until  1871,  when  it 
removed  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Seymour  D.  Thompson  became  very  prominent 
as  a  law  writer,  many  of  his  books  being  in  current  use  among  the  profession 
today,  and  was  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Missouri  Court  of  Appeals  from  1880 
to  1892,  where  he  served  with  distinguished  credit,  many  of  his  opinions  being 
regarded  as  masterpieces  in  the  law.  Seymour  D.  Thompson  died  at  East 
Orange,  New  Jersey,  August  11,  1904. 

William  D.  Thompson  worked  for  his  father  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  seventeen  years,  and  during  that  period  also  read  law  under  his  direction. 
In  November,  1884,  he  came  to  Racine,  where  he  entered  the  office  of  what  is 
now  the  Wisconsin  Agriculturist,  then  the  Manufacturer  and  Agriculturist, 
his  employer  being  Andrew  Simonson.  He  remained  there  until  the  fall  of 
1887,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  as  a  student  in  the  University  of  Mis- 
souri. Returning  to  Racine,  he  was  again  with  Mr.  Simonson  in  the  Manufac- 
turers Printing  Company.  While  engaged  in  business  during  these  years,  he 
devoted  a  considerable  portion  of  his  spare  time  to  the  general  study  of  the 
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law,  and  in  1892  he  entered  the  old  Union  College  of  Law,  now  the  Law  De- 
partment of  the  Northwestern  University  of  Evanston.  Returning  to  Racine 
in  the  summer  of  1893,  he  took  the  bar  examination  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  August  of  that  year.  He  opened  an  office  and  practiced  alone 
until  1895,  when  he  became  associated  in  partnership  with  Thomas  M.  Kearney, 
which  partnership  continued  under  the  name  of  Kearney  &  Thompson,  and 
later,  when  they  were  joined  by  Peter  J.  Myers,  under  the  name  of  Kearney, 
Thomi>son  &  Myers;  then  under  the  name  of  Kearney,  Thompson,  Myers  & 
Kearney,  when  Thomas  M.  Kearney,  Jr.,  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  On  May 
1,  1914,  Thomas  M.  Kearney,  Sr.,  retired  from  the  firm,  and  the  practice  and 
business  of  the  office  has  since  been  conducted  under  the  name  of  Thompson, 
Myers  &  Kearney. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  always  devoted  the  greater  portion  of  his  spare  time 
to  the  general  study  of  the  law  and  to  keeping  up  with  the  changes  and 
progress  of  the  law  as  developed  by  the  statutes  and  decisions  of  the  courts  of 
last  resort.  He  has  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  law,  is 
correct  in  his  application  thereof  to  the  points  in  litigation,  is  strong  and 
logical  in  argument  and  has  to  his  credit  many  notable  verdicts  which  prove 
his  power  and  resourcefulness  in  the  trial  of  cases. 

On  the  11th  of  September,  1895,  Mr.  Thompson  was  married  to  Miss  Marion 
A.  Stoker,  of  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  and  to  them  has  been  born  a 
daughter,  Bernice  Louise.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  the  Elks  Lodge  and 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  his  wife  holds  membership  in  St  Luke's  Epis- 
copal church.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  but  has  never  been  ambitious  to 
hold  office.  His  military  experience  covers  six  years'  service  with  Company 
F,  Racine  Light  Guards,  from  which  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  in 
1890.  His  is  a  most  creditable  record,  for  enterprise  and  laudable  ambition 
have  brought  him  to  his  present  high  standing,  gaining  for  him  the  utmost 
respect  of  colleagues  and  contemporaries. 


WILLL^M  HENRY  MILLER. 

William  Henry  Miller  was  born  in  Racine,  on  the  2d  of  November,  1847, 
and  is  a  son  of  Moses  and  Frances  Augusta  (Durand)  Miller,  natives  of  New 
Jersey  and  Connecticut,  respectively.  The  father  arrived  in  Wisconsin  about 
1844  and  was  a  wholesale  merchant  of  Racine  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to 
the  building  of  railroads  to  this  city.  His  goods  were  distributed  by  four- 
horse  peddling  wagons  to  stores  all  over  the  southern  part  of  the  state.  Later 
in  life  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  His  influence  was  always  on  the 
side  of  right  and  improvement  and  the  many  sterling  traits  of  character  which 
he  displayed  won  for  him  the  love  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated. '  His  wife  was  a  sister  of  Henry  S.  Durand  who  came  to  Racine  in  the 
late  '30s  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  pioneers  here,  building  the  Racine- 
Mississippi  railroad  and  actively  supporting  many  other  projects  of  worth  to 
the  community.  It  was  in  the  early  '40s  that  Frances  A.  Durand  arrived  in 
Racine  and  here  she  married  Moses  Miller,  who  died  in  Racine  in  1868,  at  the 
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age  of  fifty-three  years.  Hii^  widow  survived  him  till  1907,  when  she  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

William  Henry  Miller  was  the  oldest  of  four  children.  In  1864,  when  a 
youth  not  yet  seventeen  and  a  pupil  in  the  Racine  high  school,  he  responded 
to  the  country's  call  for  troops  and  joined  Company  P,  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,'  which  regiment  was  soon  ordered  south,  being 
in  Memphis  at  the  time  of  Forrest's  raid  into  that  city.  He  served  as  a  private 
for  four  months,  being  the  youngest  man  to  enlist  from  Racine.  Following 
his  military  experience  and  prior  to  the  time  that  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  embarked  in  the  insurance  business.  At  a  later  date  he  spent  one 
year  in  Chicago,  but  in  1873  returned  to  Racine  and  bought  out  the  insurance 
agency  of  Eldad  Smith.  Since  that  time  he  has  conducted  a  real  estate,  loan 
and  insurance  agency  and  has  figured  prominently  in  this  connection,  build- 
ing up  a  business  of  large  and  gratifying  proportions. 

On  the  18th  of  January,  1887,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Jenny  R.  Hoy, 
only  daughter  of  Dr.  Philo  Romayne  Hoy,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Racine, 
prominent  in  professional  and  scientific  circles.  To  this  marriage  have  been 
bom  two  children,  Walton  Hoy,  who  is  in  business  with  his  father,  and 
Romayne  Frances,  a  trained  playground  and  settlement  director.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller  occupy  a  beautiful  residence  at  900  Main  street,  which  they  erected 
in  1901.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church.  Mr.  Miller  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  his  member- 
ship being  in  connection  with  Harvey  Post,  No.  17.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Racine  Commercial  Club  and  in  politics  is  a  republican.  He  stands  for  all 
those  forces  which  are  matters  of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride. 


JOHN  STORM. 


John  Storm,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying  on  section 
28,  Norway  township,  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  his  birth  occurring  in  Mil- 
waukee on  the  13th  of  July,  1857.  His  parents,  Frederick  and  Christina 
Storm,  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  former  bom  in  1816  and  the  latter 
in  1836.  Coming  to  the  new  world  in  early  life,  they  were  married  in  Mil- 
waukee, where  they  made  their  home  for  a  time.  When  a  young  man  the 
father  cut  cordwood  during  the  winter  months  at  twenty-eight  cents  a  cord 
and  during  the  summer  season  worked  in  a  brickyard.  Subsequently  he 
came  to  Racine  county  and  purchased  land  in  Norway  township,  owning  at 
the  time  of  his  death  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  His 
success  in  life  wfis  due  entirely  to  his  own  unaided  efforts  and  the  prosperity 
that  came  to  him  was*  well  deserved.  By  his  ballot  he  supported  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  democratic  party  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  To  them  were  bom  seven  sons 
and  two  daughters,  of  whom  six  are  still  living,  namely :  John,  of  this  review ; 
Charles,  who  is  employed  in  a  factory  in  Milwaukee;  Henry,  who  is  also 
working  in  that  city;  Christ,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Racine  county; 
Joseph,  who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  near  Waterford,  this  county;  and 
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Mary,  a  resident  of  Milwaukee.  The  father  died  in  1881  and  the  mother, 
who  was  bom  in  1836,  passed  away  in  1908. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  John  Storm  attended  the  district  schools 
near  his  boyhood  home  and  since  laying  aside  his  textbooks  has  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  farm  work.  In  1878  he  bought  his  present  farm  and 
now  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  also  raises  stock  of  all  kinds.  For  dairy 
purposes  he  keeps  Hereford  cows  and  in  all  his  undertakings  has  met  with 
most  excellent  success.  He  has  erected  good  and  substantial  buildings  upon 
his  place  and  his  farm  is  today  a  well  improved  property. 

In  1891  Mr.  Storm  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  Neabeauer,  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children :  Linda, 
now  the  wife  of  Frederick  Strauby,  who  is  employed  in  a  factory  in  Bacine ; 
Elsie,  who  is  now  working  in  Burlington,  Wisconsin;  and  Zelma  and  John, 
both  at  home.  The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  community  where  they 
reside  and  they  are  communicants  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Storm  is 
identified  with  the  democratic  party  and  supports  all  worthy  measures  for 
the  benefit  of  his  township  and  county. 


GEORGE  GORTON. 


Prominent  among  the  enterprising,  progressive  and  prosperous  business 
men  of  Racine  is  George  Gorton,  who  in  1892  embarked  in  his  present  line  of 
business — the  manufacture  of  fine  machine  tools  and  engraving  machines. 
The  work  done  in  his  establishment  is  of  expert  character  and  the  excellence 
of  the  product  insures  a  ready  sale  on  the  market. 

Mr.  Gorton,  a  native  of  Racine,  was  born  February  5,  1865,  a  son  of  George 
and  Elizabeth  (Buffham)  Gorton,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Rochdale, 
England.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  1825,  became  a  resident  of  Southport, 
now  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  in  1845,  and  the  following  year  removed  to  Racine, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  demise.  He  was  a  druggist  and  chemist 
and  conducted  the  first  drug  store  of  this  city.  He  was  long  identified  with  com- 
mercial interests  here  and  the  enterprise  which  he  displayed  in  the  conduct  of 
his  interests  made  hift  one  of  Racine's  foremost  merchants  for  many  years.  His 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  William  Buffham,  a  Racine  pioneer.  Both  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  B.  ntist  church  and  in  his  political  views  Mr.  Gorton 
was  an  earnest  republican.  He  died  June  14, 1888,  while  his  wife  survived  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  passing  away  in  April,  1914. 

Reared  in  the  city  in  wriich  he  still  makes  his  home,  George  Gorton  obtained 
a  public  school  education  ard  afterward  worked  for  his  father,  who  was  con- 
nected with  the  Racine  Basket  Company,  having  purchased  that  business. 
This  was  one  of  the  oldest  industrial  enterprises  of  the  city  and  was  closed  out 
in  1892.  In  that  year  George  Gorton  established  a  machine  shop  for  the  mak- 
ing of  fine  machine  tools  and  also  for  the  building  of  engraving  machines.  He 
now  produces  the  only  engraving  machine  which  will  place  the  Lord's  prayer 
complete  in  a  circle  of  one  thirty-second  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  the  letters  being 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.1     *  .!*".•*;!  A* 


•\ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.  K    K 


r      '   Mi)m  i;::.v. 

'I 

no 

.  ;    •••■ 

. :.     *' :  .   » 

".  ■  '{j.  i>  ■  N,  n  a\N 

a\ 

» 

" '  -^ 

1    *  I  -mkI  a^'d   \  ou' 

I.* 

:  i.>.   :i     . 

'       :    ■*    *!.* 

.;  I.'  nil'  *uid  sHixV 

i 

•wd,'    • 

-.%:**.»: 

'  s  to    f.i:  ■ri  vv(ir»f . 

-■   ^    ho    :    . 

•^  ■  . 

•*'•  m1  fuil  lu-  r. 

.    t   Si-.    . 

•       - 

'    :■     ^    St  . 

i.      '      ' 

t:*    " 

••  •!■ 

W  :.     • 

. .     r  I't 

1  ^ 

t^. 


men  ..  •    •' 

busint  .  .•      .• 

The  w.  :  5    1    :t 

of  the/ 


1'*  - 


.  ^        .;•!     I      •• 

,1     »^' 

■  ' 

1 

s,,.,.                 .                                          \.- 

' .  > 

.f^  machim    "       ' 
vUirty-second  of.",   f  ' 

t 

Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY  53 

two  thousandths  of  an  inch  in  height.  The  largest  engraving  machine  made  by 
the  company  weighs  twenty  thousand  pounds  and  is  used  by  all  rubber  compan- 
ies for  engraving  tires  and  doing  similar  work.  The  same  type  is  also  used  in 
rolling  mills  and  other  establishments  for  marking  letters  on  iron,  the  rolls 
weighing  up  to  forty  tons.  Their  type  also  includes  the  matrix  machines  used 
by  all  typewriting,  typecasting,  type  foundries  and  adding  machine  companies 
for  making  their  matrix,  which  the  working  type  comes  from.  This  business, 
which  was  established  in  1893,  has  now  grown  to  large  proportions  and  the 
product  is  today  sold  all  over  the  world.  Another  output  of  the  company,  and 
one  of  the  most  important,  are  the  high  speed  heavy-duty  cutting-off  machines, 
which  are  a  type  of  machine  that  the  company  has  been  developing  for  some 
years  and  has  resulted  from  the  designing  and  building  of  a  number  of  differ- 
ent machines  in  the  Gorton  shops,  several  of  which  have  been  illustrated  in 
various  engineering  papers  during  the  past  decade.  However,  as  these  have 
not  presented  a  point  of  perfection  desired  by  the  company,  they  have  not  been 
placed  upon  the  market,  but  continued  development  has,  brought  forth  a  tool 
which  certainly  has  reached  alniost  absolute  perfection,  based  on  the  actual 
building  and  testing  out  of  various  styles  and  types.  Particular  attention  has 
been  given  to  oiling  methods  throughout  and  the  machine  is  exceedingly  rugged 
in  every  detail.  The  intention  has  been  to  produce  a  cutting-off  machine  suit- 
able for  constant,  hard  service  and  capable  of  being  operated  continually 
month  in  and  month  out  without  the  excessive  repairs  ordinarily  placed  on 
such  machines.  It  is  especially  adapted  to  the  hard  work  required  by  rolling 
mills,  car  and  locomotive  works,  navy  yards,  engine  builders,  electrical  con- 
cerns and  machine  builders  generally. 

The  principles  involved  admit  of  driving  the  cutting  teeth  at  both  feeds  and 
speeds  heretofore  unattainable,  and  when  operating  to  its  maximum  capacity, 
as  for  instance,  when  severing  a  seven  and  one-half  inch  ordinary  round  steel 
bar  in  twenty-nine  seconds,  there  is  absolutely  no  chatter  or  vibration.  It  is 
entirely  possible  to  sever  an  ordinary  seven  and  one-half  inch  round  bar  in 
twenty-nine  seconds,  but  it  is  not  practicable  to  regularly  maintain  such  speed 
with  present  tool  steels.  It  is  probable  that  considerable  improvement  will  be 
made  in  high  duty  steels  in  the  future,  and  upon  such  development  this  machme 
is  capable  of  driving  such  steels  to  their  fullest  capacity.  The  intention  has 
been  to  produce  a  machine  fully  equal  to  anything  that  may  be  required  in 
the  future.  Given  a  suitable  cutter,  the  machine  itself  is  capable  of  severing 
round  steel  bars  as  stated,  without  the  slightest  injury.  The  bed  and  cutter 
head  are  exceedingly  massive,  probably  containing  even  more  metal  than  is 
absolutely  necessary.  Chatter  and  vibration  are  two  troubles  which  cause 
the  machine  operator  by  far  the  most  annoyance  in  this  line  of  machine  tool, 
and  when  these  troubles  are  occasioned  through  poor  driving  mechanism  and 
machines  of  light  weight,  they  are  entirely  beyond  his  control.  The  method 
of  driving  the  cutter  blade  produces  a  machine  which  is  many  times  more  effi- 
cient than  any  other  design  of  machine  can  possibly  be.  Compare  the  main 
driving  gear  with  cutter  blade  attached  with  any  other  drive  obtainable.  The 
large  diameter  of  this  main  driviner  gear  and  the  fact  that  there  is  but  one 
joint  between  the  source  of  power  and  the  actual  cutter  teeth,  that  joint  being 
the  contact  of  the  driving  pinion  with  this  main  gear,  also  accounts  largely 
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for  the  great  efficiency  of  this  machine.  There  are  many  other  advantages, 
particularly  in  the  cutter  blade;  for  instance,  the  blade  is  securely  fastened 
entirely  around  its  periphery,  which  is  the  strongest  portion  of  the  blade,  in- 
stead of  merely  at  the  weak  centre  point  as  in  an  ordinary  cutting-oflf  saw. 
By  reason  of  this  rigid  mounting,  it  is  impossible  for  the  blade  to  snake  or  de- 
flect in  any  manner  from  its  true  position.  Inserted  cutters  being  placed  on 
the  internal  bore  instead  of  on  the  periphery,  it  is  possible  to  key  the  cutters 
much  more  firmly,  without  any  danger  or  possibility  of  springing  the  blade, 
and  the  cutters  may  therefore  be  thoroughly  secured  without  a  possibility  of ' 
their  ever  becoming  loose  or  flying  from  their  pockets.  All  of  the  different 
kinds  of  machines  which  are  produced  by  the  Gorton  Company  have  been  de- 
veloped in  the  Gorton  shop.  The  business  is  now  carried  on  under  the  name 
of  the  George  Gorton  Machine  Company,  a  New  Jersey  corporation,  owned  by 
Mr.  Gorton.  The  plant  has  fifteen  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space,  and  a 
new  shop  is  now  being  built  which  will  give  them  an  additional  space  of  sixty 
thousand  square  feet.  They  employ  ninety  people,  including  some  of  the  most 
expert  machinists  in  the  country.  In  addition  to  his  Racine  interests  Mr.  Gor- 
ton is  president  of  the  Gorton  Pence  Company  of  Waukegan,  Illinois,  manu- 
facturers of  ornamental  fence  and  gates  of  their  own  patented  designs,  made 
by  means  of  automatic  machinery  of  their  own  design.  Some  of  Mr.  Gorton's 
machinery  exhibited  at  the  Paris  Exposition  in  1000,  received  a  bronze  medal, 
that  being  the  Highest  Award. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1900,  Mr.  Gorton  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sophy  Thorstenson,  a  daughter  of  Ole  Thorstenson  and  Anne  Gregerson,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Arendal,  Norway.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1871  and  soon  afterward  took  up  their  abode  in  Racine.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gorton  have  been  born  four  children:  George,  fourteen  years  of  age; 
Elizabeth  Pry,  eleven  years  of  age,  and  James  and  Charles,  twins,  seven  years 
of  age.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Pirst  Baptist  church,  in  the  work  of 
which  they  are  very  active.  Mr.  Gorton  has  ever  been  a  most  generous  con- 
tributor to  the  church  and  his  recent  gift  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  will  make 
possible  the  erection  of  a  large  and  spacious  Sunday  school  building  for  the 
Pirst  Baptist  church.  He  purchased  a  lot  eighty  by  one  hundred  feet  and  it 
is  planned  to  erect  a  building  1;hereon  sixty  by  ninety  feet,  leaving  ten  feet 
between  it  and  the  church  proper,  with  space  for  a  drive  on  the  south.  By  the 
vote  of  the  members  of  the  church  it  will  be  known  as  Gorton  Hall  and  will  be 
used  not  only  for  Sunday  school  but  also  for  missionary  meetings  and  for  the 
social  activities  of  the  church.  Dark  vitrified  brick  will  be  the  building  ma- 
terial and  large  windows  are  to  be  a  feature  of  the  edifice.  In  the  basement 
there  will  be  a  space  suitable  for  a  gymnasium  and  the  ceiling  will  be  eighteen 
feet  high,  thus  allowing  ample  room  for  basketball  and  other  athletic  games. 
Two  full  length  bowling  alleys  will  be  installed,  around  which  there  will  be 
space  for  spectators.  There  will  be  lockers  and  shower  baths  for  both  men 
and  women  and  on  the  balcony  will  be  writing,  reading  and  game  tables.  The 
main  floor  will  be  used  for  the  Sunday  school  department,  ladies'  parlors  and 
a  large  assembly  hall.  The  balcony  on  three  sides  of  the  main  hall  will  be 
conveniently  divided  into  small  and  separate  Sunday  school  classrooms.  This 
gift  of  Mr,  Gorton's  is  but  one  indication  of  his  deep  interest  in  the  work,  espe- 
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cially  in  the  training  of  the  young  people  along  the  lines  of  physical,  intel- 
lectual and  moral  development. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gorton  is  a  republican.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  is  an  important  factor  in  many  of  the  forces  which  work  for 
the  improvement  of  the  community.  He  stands  for  progress  and  improvement 
and  for  the  high  moral  elements  which  promote  the  uplift  of  the  individual  as 
well  as  of  the  district,  and  at  the  same  time  he  is  a  practical  and  progressive 
business  man  and  along  legitimate  lines  of  trade  has  built  up  a  business  of 
gratifying  proportions,  the  expert  character  of  the  work  winning  for  the  com- 
pany a  wide  and  well  deserved  reputation. 


P.  H.  ADLAND. 


An  excellent  farm  property  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  splen- 
didly improved,  pays  tribute  to  P.  H.  Adland,  who  is  the  owner  thereof.  For 
many  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  but  is  now  largely 
living  retired,  receiving  an  excellent  income  from  his  holdings.  His  parents 
were  Thomas  and  Julia  (Nelson)  Adland,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Norway.  The  father  was  bom  near  Bergen,  August  12,  1831,  a  son  of  Mons 
K.  and  Ellen  (Thompson)  Adland.  Mons  K.  Adland  was  born  and  reared  in 
Bergen,  where  he  obtained  a  public  school  education,  and  although  he  became 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  early  manhood,  he  afterward  turned  his 
attention  to  the  fishing  industry  as  owner  of  a  fishing  vessel.  In  1837  he 
brought  his  family  to  the  United  States  and  from  New  York  traveled  by  way 
of  the  Lakes  to  Chicago  and  later  joined  a  colony  in  Iroquois  county,  Illinois. 
The  family  suffered  from  fever  and  ague  during  their  two  years'  residence 
there  and  Mr.  Adland  then  removed  by  team  to  Racine  county,  Wisconsin, 
settling  on  a  farm  on  section  30,  Raymond  township.  He  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  government  land  and  at  once  began  its  cultivation, 
the  family  living  in  a  log  cabin  for  several  years.  He  prospered  as  time 
passed  on  and,  adding  to  his  holdings,  became  the  owner  of  between  five  and 
six  hundred  acres  which  he  divided  among  his  children  about  ten  years  prior 
to  his  demise.  He  and  his  wife  held  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church  and 
he  gave  his  early  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  but  on  the  organi- 
zation of  the  republican  party  joined  its  ranks.  He  passed  away  in  1869,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years,  having  for  two  years  survived  his  wife. 

Thomas  Adland  was  a  lad  of  six  summers  when  brought  by  his  parents 
to  the  new  world  and  was  reared  upon  the  home  farms  in  Illinois  and  Wis- 
consin, where  he  attended  the  district  schools.  ^  When  a  youth  of  sixteen  he 
began  operating  a  threshing  machine,  which  business  he  followed  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  in  1859  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  home  farm,  becoming 
owner  ultimately  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land. 
Bis  success  was  due  to  untiring  industry,  capable  management,  sound  business 
judgment  and  honorable  methods.  He  was  actuated  in  all  that  he  did  by  the 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  and  his  farm  became  a  visible  expression 
of  modem  ideas  of  agriculture. 
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It  was  on  the  19th  of  May,  1859,  that  Thomas  Adland  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Julia  Nelson,  who  was  of  Norwegian  birth  but  became  a  resident 
of  Racine  county  when  but  two  years  of  age.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adland  were 
bom  nine  children :  Carrie,  who  is  engaged  in  the  millinery  business  in  Mil- 
waukee; Ellen,  who  is  at  home  with  her  mother;  Peter  H.,  of  this  review; 
Martha,  the  widow  of  A.  L.  Huus  and  a  resident  of  Forest  City,  Iowa ;  Edwin, 
Bertha  and  Lavina,  all  deceased;  Thomas,  who  is  conducting  a  restaurant  at 
Riverside,  Iowa ;  and  Jessie,  the  wife  of  F.  R.  McQuillis,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  in  Milwaukee.  In  his  religious  faith  Thomas  Adland 
was  an  earnest  Lutheran.  In  politics  he  became  a  republican  but  later  joined 
the  ranks  of  the  democracy.  He  ever  kept  well  informed,  reading  widely  and 
thinking  deeply,  and  was  in  close  touch  with  the  vital  questions  and  issues 
of  the  day.  While  never  ambitious  to  hold  office,  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  for  a  number  of  terms  and  ever  made  an  excellent  record 
when  called  upon  for  public  service. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof,  Peter  H.  Adland  attended  the  district 
schools  in  his  early  boyhood  and  afterward  became  a  student  in  a  business 
college  at  Milwaukee.  He  began  business  life  upon  the  home  farm  and  has 
had  no  occasion  to  change  his  occupation,  for  he  has  found  the  work  of  the 
fields  a  profitable  source  of  income.  He  is  today  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five  acres,  constituting  a  valuable  farm  property  equipped  in  the 
most  modem  and  progressive  manner.  For  a  considerable  period  he  engaged 
in  the  work  of  the  fields  but  at  the  present  time  he  has  rented  his  land  and 
now  takes  life  easy,  deriving  from  his  property  a  very  gratifying  annual 
income. 

In  October,  1907,  Mr.  Adland  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  Olsen,  who  was 
born  in  Norway  township,  Racine  county,  a  daughter  of  Nels  Olsen,  who  came 
to  this  county  about  1864  and  is  now  living  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Adland. 
The  latter  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  while  Mr.  Adland  is  identified 
with  the  Lutheran  church.  His  political  indorsement  is  given  to  the  democratic 
party  but  he  is  without  ambition  or  desire  for  office,  yet  he  is  never  remiss 
in  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  indorses  all  plans  and  projects  for  the  general 
good.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  an  old  and  honored  pioneer  family 
well  known  in  Racine  county  through  three  generations.  The  work  instituted 
by  his  grandfather  and  carried  on  by  his  father  has  been  continued  by  him 
and  he  stands  today  a  high  type  of  the  modern  agriculturist  whose  work  is 
carried  on  along  scientific  lines,  attended  by  splendid  results. 


GEORGE  B.  WILSON. 


George  B.  Wilson,  who  has  been  actively  associated  with  important  busi- 
ness interests  of  Racine,  was  born  in  Boston.  Massachusetts,  in  1871,  and, 
spending  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  city,  was  accorded 
liberal  educational  privileges.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  founded  in  1635,  the  oldest  public  school  in  America,  and  received 
the  degree  A.  B.  cum  laude  from  Harvard  University  with  the  class  of  1894. 
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He  then  spent  some  time  in  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  in  preparation  for 
the  profession  of  mining  engineer  and  was  afterward  for  many  years  actively 
engaged  in  the  west  and  in  Mexico  in  mine  examination  work  and  as  manager 
of  several  important  gold  and  copper  properties  owned  by  Boston  mining 
interests.  In  1910  he  came  to  Racine  and  entered  into  active  connection  with 
the  Mitchell-Lewis  Motor  Company  as  a  director  and  vice  president  and  later 
was  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Racine  Rubber  Company. 

In  1908  Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen  Tumor  Lewis, 
a  daughter  of  William  Tumor  Lewis,  deceased,  who  was  one  of  Racine's 
distinguished  citizens  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  Mason,  a  member 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  the  Harvard  Club  of  Boston, 
and  various  other  societies,  while  his  religious  faith  is  evidenced  by  his  mem- 
bership in  the  Congregational  church. 


CHRISTOPHER  C.  GITTINGS. 

Christopher  C.  Gittings,  who  since  1889  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Racine  bar,  and  is  now  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Gittings  &  Janechy,  was 
born  in  Racine  county,  October  29,  1862,  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Gittings.  The  ancestry  is  traced  back  to  Wales,  although  the  family  is  of 
English  origin.  The  father  was  bom  in  Wales,  and  in  1850  visited  Wisconsin, 
being  so  pleased  with  the  state  and  its  future  prospects  that  he  returned  in 
1855  to  Racine  county  and  purchased  land  in  Caledonia  township,  soon  after 
which  he  was  joined  by  his  father,  William  Gittings,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  family.  After  coming  to  Wisconsin  William  Gittings,  Jr.,  took  up  the 
occupation  of  farming  which  he  continuously  followed  until  he  retired  from 
active  business  life  and  removed  to  Racine.  He  died  in  Wales  while  on  a 
visit  to  that  country  in  August,  1911,  at  the  very  venerable  age  of  eighty-nine 
years,  and  his  wife  has  also  passed  away.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children :  Katharine,  the  wife  of  Captain  John  Pugh  of  Radne ;  William  G., 
who  is  manager  of  the  Gold  Medal  Camp  Furniture  Company  of  Racine; 
Mellie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Eittinger  and  died  in  South  Dakota 
in  1886;  Christopher  C. ;  Elizabeth,  living  in  Racine;  John,  an  attorney  of 
Union  Grove,  Wisconsin ;  and  Ward,  who  is  treasurer  of  the  Gold  Medal  Camp 
Furniture  Company. 

After  acquiring  a  public  school  education  in  his  native  town,  Christopher 
C.  Gittings  attended  the  McMynn  Academy  at  Racine  and  further  continued 
his  studies  in  Racine  College.  He  began  reading  law  in  the  ofBce  and  under 
the  direction  of  Henry  T.  Fuller  of  Racine  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1889, 
since  which  time  he  has  continuously  practiced  in  this  city.  He  became  a 
partner  of  P.  S.  Puller,  with  whom  he  was  associated  for  a  year  and  later 
was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Palmer  &  Gittings  from  1891  until  1914,  his 
associate  being  Walter  C.  Palmer.  At  the  latter  date  the  present  firm  of 
Gittings  &  Janechy  was  formed.  He  is  an  able  lawyer,  whose  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  jurisprudence  is  comprehensive  and  exact,  while  his  practice  is 
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extensive  and  of  an  important  character.  His  analytical  mind  and  the  readi- 
ness with  which  he  grasps  the  points  in  an  argument  combine  to  make  him 
a  strong  advocate,  while  his  wide  general  information  constitutes  him  a  safe 
counselor.  In  adition  to  his  law  practice  he  has  important  business  interests, 
being  now  president  of  the  Gold  Medal  Camp  Furniture  Company,  manufac- 
turers of  all  kinds  of  camp  furniture,  which  they  sell  throughout  the  world, 
supplying  most  of  the  cots  to  the  United  States  army. 

In  1901  Mr.  Gittings  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Jones  of  Bacine,  a 
daughter  of  Captain  John  W.  Jones,  who  was  a  pioneer  of  this  state  'and  a 
well  known  lake  captain.  Mr.  Gittings  has  long  been  a  stalwart  advocate 
of  republican  principles  and  for  five  years  he  served  as  city  attorney  of 
Racine,  while  for  a  similar  period  he  was  postmaster,  holding  the  office  during 
the  administrations  of  Presidents  Roosevelt  and  Taft.  He  is  president  of  the 
State  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  has  served  on  the  State  Board 
for  several  years.  EYatemally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masons  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  the  former  organization  has  taken  the  degrees  of 
the  lodge,  chapter,  commandery,  and  consistory.  His  attention,  however,  is 
chiefly  concentrated  upon  his  law  practice  and  his  earnest  efforts,  close  appli- 
cation and  the  exercise  of  his  native  and  acquired  talents  have  won  him  pres- 
tige at  the  Racine  bar. 


STILES  MOE. 


Among  the  most  highly  esteemed  and  honored  residents  of  Union  Grove 
is  Stiles  Moe,  who  owns  a  general  store  and  who  still  manages  his  business 
affairs  although  he  has  now  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  on  the  29th  of  January,  1834. 
and  he  is  a  son  of  Edwin  and  Mehetabel  (Case)  Moe.  The  family  emigrated 
to  America  from  the  north  of  France  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  having 
been  driven  from  their  native  land  by  religious  persecution.  Isaac  Moe,  the 
great-grandfather,  who  was  bom  in  Plattsburg,  New  York,  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  his  son  Isaac,  who  was  bom  in  Vetmont,  partici- 
pated in  the  war  of  1812.  Edwin  Moe  was  born  in  Plattsburg,  New  York, 
in  1804,  but  when  fourteen  years  of  age  became  a  resident  of  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  farmed  for  years.  In  1844,  however,  he  came  to  Racine  county, 
Wisconsin,  by  wagon  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
at  five  dollars  per  acre.  Only  two  or  three  acres  had  been  brought  under 
cultivation  and  the  dweling  house  was  unfinished  when  the  place  came  into 
his  possession.  This  section  was  scarcely  more  than  a  wilderness  and  there 
was  little  to  indicate  the  wonderful  transformation  which  the  next  seventy 
years  were  destined  to  bring  about.  He  broke  his  land  and  as  the  years 
passed  brought  it  to  a  higher  and  higher  state  of  development  and  when  his 
death  occurred  in  1892  his  farm  was  well  improved  and  modern  in  its  equip- 
ment. He  was  a  democrat  until  Fremont  became  the  first  nominee  of  the 
republican  party  for  president  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party.    A  man  of  keen  intelligence 
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he  kept  well  informed  on  all  topics  of  general  interest.  He  was  married  in 
Ridgeville,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mehetabel  Case,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Livingston 
county,  Connecticut,  in  1808,  and  who  died  in  May,  1865,  in  the  faith  of  the 
Congregational  church.  Her  father,  Jerome  Case,  was  bom  in  Connecticut 
but  passed  his  last  days  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  The  family  traced  its  ancestry 
back  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Moe  were  born  six 
children,  of  whom  only  two  survive.  Stiles  and  Orin.  The  latter  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Heavy  Artillery  during  one  year  of  the  Civil  war  and  is  now 
living  retired  in  Burlington,  Wisconsin. 

Stiles  Moe  was  only  ten  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  the  family  to 
Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  and  he  received  the  greater  part  of  his  education 
here.  His  first  teachers  were  college-bred  men  and  he  received  valuable 
training  under  them  although  the  schoolhouse  was  a  primitive  log  structure. 
After  putting  aside  his  textbooks  he  farmed  for  a  time  and  later  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  old. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  engaged  in  carpentering  during  the  summer  and 
devoted  the  winter  months  to  attending  school,  thus  securing  a  better  educa- 
tion than  was  usual  in  those  pioneer  days.  In  January,  1860,  he  established 
a  general  store  in  Union  Grove  and  as  the  years  passed  his  business  kept 
pace  in  its  growth  with  the  development  of  the  town  and  the  surrounding 
country.  He  has  always  been  energetic  and  progressive  and  has  spared  no 
pains  to  meet  the  needs  of  his  customers  and  to  make  his  store  a  factor  in  the 
general  business  advancement  of  Union  Grove.  He  is  accorded  a  large  and 
representative  patronage  and  is  now  a  man  of  independent  means. 

Mr.  Moe  was  married  on  the  19th  of  November,  1859,  to  Miss  Grace  Vic- 
toria Mather,  who  was  born  in  Canada  and  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  the 
States  when  a  year  old.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moe  have  been  bom  three  chil- 
dren. Ernest  Stiles,  the  eldest,  was  graduated  from  the  State  University 
of  Wisconsin  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  successfully  practiced  law  in 
Milwaukee  and  was  also  for  some  time  president  of  the  Northwestern  Col- 
lecting Association.  He  married  Miss  Belle  Williams,  a  daughter  of  L.  C. 
Williams,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Kenosha  county,  and  to  them  was  bom  a 
daughter,  Margaret  Mather,  who  is  now  teaching  in  Kenosha.  Ernest  Stiles 
Moe  passed  away  on  the  29th  of  January,  1912.  The  second  son,  Newton 
Ardine,  had  charge  of  his  father's  store  for  a  few  years  and  also  established  a 
dry  goods  store  in  Sutton,  Nebraska,  which  he  managed  for  several  years. 
He  was  prominent  in  church  work  and  was  the  first  president  of  the  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  in  Union  Grove.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Callender, 
of  Racine  county,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children :  Harold,  who 
is  employed  in  his  grandfather's  store;  and  Newton,  Jr.,  who  is  working  in 
a  greenhouse.  The  death  of  Newton  A.  Moe  occurred  in  1893.  Stella  Grace 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  Burlington,  is  also  a  graduate  in  music 
and  is  now  organist  of  the  Congregational  church.  She  is  active  in  various 
phases  of  religious  work  and  is  the  president  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  at 
Union  Grove. 

Mr.  Moe  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  for  twenty-one  years  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education,  during  which  time  he  was  instrumental 
in  having  the  school  reorganized  so  as  to  give  a  full  high  school  course.    For 
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two  terms  he  was  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Union  Grove  and  he  has  given  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  public  affairs.  He  has  also  been  promi- 
nent in  the  work  of  the  Congregational  church,  of  which  he  was  treasurer 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  not  only  deserves  the  credit  which  is  given 
to  the  man  who  by  his  own  efforts  gains  financial  success,  but  he  is  also 
entitled  to  the  honor  that  is  accorded  those  who  have  made  their  lives  count 
for  the  advancement  of  their  community. 


JOHN  S.  HART,  SR. 


From  an  early  period  in  the  development  of  Racine  the  name  of  Hart  has 
been  closely  connected  with  its  history.  John  S.  Hart  was  the  representative 
of  the  family  in  the  first  generation  living  in  this  city.  A  native  of  Meredith, 
New  Hampshire,  he  was  born  March  13,  1823,  and  upon  his  removal  westward 
from  New  England  in  the  early  '40s  he  settled  at  Baraboo,  Wisconsin.  After 
about  a  decade  there  passed  he  came  with  his  family  to  Racine  in  the  early 
'50s  and  engaged  in  the  woolen  mill  business  as  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
enterprise  of  which  his  grandson,  Harold  H.  Hart,  is  now  the  head.  Through 
three  successive  generations  the  name  has  been  closely  and  prominently  asso- 
ciated with  the  development  of  the  district  in  its  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial interests.  John  S.  Hart  was  a  very  successful  business  man,  watchful  of 
all  opportunities  pointing  to  advancement,  and  he  used  his  time  and  talents 
wisely  and  well. 

It  was  on  the  21st  of  May,  1851,  that  Mr.  Hart  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Susan  Piper  Hawkins,  and  his  death  occurred  on  the,  7th  of  February, 
1901,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His  life  work 
proved  of  value  to  the  community  in  which  he  long  resided.  He  was  one  of 
the  principal  contributors  to  the  erection  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation building  and  was  a  most  public-spirited  citizen,  co-operating  in  many 
plans  and  measures  for  the  general  good. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  SANDS  M.  HART. 

Sands  M.  Hart,  son  of  John  S.  Hart,  mentioned  above,  was  sixty-three  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  He  was  born  in  Baraboo,  Wisconsin,  April 
15,  1852,  and  was  but  a  small  boy  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Racine, 
at  which  time  the  family  home  was  established  upon  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Rapids  drive.  After  attending 
the  district  schools  and  later  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Racine  he  con- 
tinued his  education  in  the  Hillsdale  (Mich.)  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  high  honors.  He  entered  business  circles  in  connection  with  the 
enterprise  of  which  is  father  had  been  one  of  the  founders,  going  upon  the  road 
as  traveling  representative  of  the  Racine  Woolen  Mills.  He  afterward  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  jobbing  of  woolen  goods  and  when  his  fathier,  John  S.  Hart, 
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severed  his  connection  with  the  Racine  Woolen  Mills,  resigned  the  offices  of 
treasurer  and  manager  and  went  to  Califomia,  Sands  M.  Hart  was  elected 
treasurer  and  manager  of  the  concern  and  remained  as  such  until  the  business 
was  closed  out.  He  soon  afterward  organized  the  Racine  Woolen  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  manufacturers  and  jobbers,  and  was  at  the  head  of  that  busi- 
ness to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  December  23, 1915,  while  he  was 
upon  the  train  en  route  for  New  York  to  look  after  business  interests  in  that 
city. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Hart  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Stella  Blake,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Lucius  S.  and  Caroline  (Elliott)  Blake.  Mrs.  Hart  passed 
away  April  11,  1915,  leaving  two  sons,  Harold  H.  and  John  S.  She  was  a 
highly  educated  woman,  having  graduated  from  the  Racine  high  school  and 
having  also  attended  Vassar  College,  and  she  possessed  much  literary  ability. 
She  was  a  contributor  to  several  magazines  and  in  1900  wrote  a  booklet  on  the 
Passion  Play  at  Oberammergau  and  she  was  also  the  author  of  a  pleasing  arti- 
cle on  the  California  missions.  She  was  deeply  interested  in  charitable  and  re- 
ligious work  and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  church, 
taking  a  prominent  part  in  its  various  activities.  In  this  connection  it  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  her  marriage  was  the  first  service  performed  in  the  present 
church  edifice.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Club  and  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution  and  her  influence  was  felt  in  the  uplifting  of 
the  community  in  many  ways.  She  was  a  woman  of  keen  intelligence,  of  in- 
nate refinement,  of  wide  knowledge  and  of  strong  character  and  her  death 
was  felt  as  an  irreparable  loss  by  her  family  and  also  by  a  host  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

Mr.  Hart  was  a  member  of  the  Racine  Commercial  Club  and  was  one  of  the 
most  active  members  of  the  First  Baptist  church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  was 
most  deeply  interested,  doing  everything  in  its  power  to  promote  its  growth 
and  aid  in  its  upbuilding.  He  served  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  church  and 
was  also  at  one  time  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 


LUCIUS  S.  BLAKE. 


Upon  the  pioneer  history  of  Racine  is  written  the  name  of  Lucius  S.  Blake, 
a  name  that  is  closely  associated  with  its  annals  and  one  that  was  ever  synony- 
mous with  progress  and  improvement.  He  was  descended  from  New  England 
ancestry,  the  line  being  traced  back  through  successive  generations  to  Brad- 
bury Blake,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who  married  Sarah  Hilton  and  re- 
moved to  Vermont  where  their  son.  Captain  Levi  Blake,  was  born  and  reared. 
He  removed  to  Erie  county,  New  York,  then  the  far  west,  and  in  that  locality 
wedded  Mary  Sanf  ord,  a  native  of  the  Empire  state.  At  the  time  of  the  War  of 
1812  Captain  Blake  joined  the  army  and  after  defending  American  interests 
in  that  conflict  removed  to  Vermont  but  soon  afterward  returned  to  Erie 
county.  New  York.  Later  he  resided  in  Pennsylvania  until  1834,  when  with 
his  family  he  started  westward  by  wagon.  A  part  of  the  family  was  left  in 
Michigan,  while  he  and  his  three  sons,  Lucius  S.,  Charles  H.,  and  E.  S.,  drove 
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to  Chicago,  but,  not  pleased  with  that  flat,  wet  country,  they  continued  to 
Racine  county,  where  they  arrived  February  15,  1835.  They  secured  claims 
on  Root  river,  after  which  Captain  Blake  returned  to  Chicago  to  work  at  his 
trade  and  in  the  spring  the  family  home  was  there  established,  but  subse- 
quently a  removal  was  made  to  Racine  county.  By  government  entry  the 
family  secured  over  six  hundred  acres  of  land.  Captain  Blake  became  a  prom- 
inent and  influential  citizen  of  Racine  county  and  held  the  office  of  county 
treasurer.  He  gave  his  early  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  but 
afterward  became  a  stalwart  republican.  For  twenty  years  he  remained  in 
Racine  county  and  later  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  at  Sparta,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  passed  away  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  while 
his  wife  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine.  They  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  church. 

Lucius  S.  Blake,  who  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  was  reared 
upon  the  frontier  in  Pennsylvania  and  in  Wisconsin,  so  that  his  educational 
opportunities,  were  limited,  but  in  the  school  of  experience  he  learned  many 
valuable  life  lessons  and  he  received  practical  training  in  his  father's  shop 
and  on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  left  home  and  after  working 
for  a  short  time  in  Kenosha  came  to  Racine  in  1839,  establishing  a  small  car- 
penter shop  on  the  river  bank.  Fanning  mills  were  then  in  much  demand  and 
farmers  came  to  him  for  such,  so  that  he  becai^e  the  first  fanning  milt  manu- 
facturer of  Racine.  Originally  the  work  was  done  by  hand  but  this  proved 
too  slow  and  machinery  and  horse  power  were  therefore  introduced,  the  latter 
afterward  being  substituted  by  steam  power.  At  times  the  output  was  three 
thousand  mills  annually  and  employment  was  given  to  many  workmen.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  who  were  prominent  in  promoting  the  industrial  develop- 
ment of  Racine,  for  not  only  did  he  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  fanning 
mills  but  he  also  became  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  president  of  the  Racine 
Woolen  Mills,  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  shawls  which  were  said  to  be 
among  the  finest  in  the  world.  He  was  also  one  of  the  incorporators  and  the 
president  of  the  Chicago  Rubber  Clothing  Company  of  Racine,  an  incorporator 
and  director  of  the  Huflfman-Puffer  Trunk  Manufacturing  Company  of  Racine, 
an  incorporator  and  director  of  the  E.  H.  Pease  Manufacturing  Company, 
engaged  in  making  farm  implements,  president  of  the  Turner  Stove  Manu- 
facturing Company,  an  incorporator  and  director  of  the  Racine  Steam  Knit- 
ting Company,  a  director  in  the  Nail  and  Tack  Manufacturing  Company  and 
a  director  in  the  Manufacturers '  National  Bank. 

Lucius  S.  Blake  was  married  at  Racine,  December  26,  1843,  to  Caroline, 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Ireland)  Elliot.  She  was  bom  in  Essex 
county,  England,  March  24,  1823,  and  in  1840  came  to  the  United  States  with 
her  parents,  who  settled  in  Raymond  township,  this  county.  Mr.  Blake  was 
a  democrat  in  politics  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  General  Jackson 
but  afterward  became  an  advocate  of  free  .soil  principles  and  eventually  a 
republican.  During  the  war  he  was  a  provost  marshal  at  Camp  Utley  and 
made  the  first  draft  in  the  state.  For  eight  years  he  was  alderman  of  Racine 
for  the  Second  ward,  in  1871  represented  his  county  in  the  state  legislature, 
was  a  delegate  to  the  republican  national  convention  which  nominated  Gen- 
eral Grant  in  1872,  and  was  made  a  presidential  elector  in  1881.    He  and  his 
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wife  were  long  active  workers  in  the  Baptist  church  and  the  name  of  Lucius 
S.  Blake  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  material,  political  and  religious 
development  of  Racine. 


LUCIUS  S.  HART. 


Lucius  S.  Hart,  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sands  M.  Hart,  was  born  in  Racine, 
December  11,  1879.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  passing 
through  consecutive  grades  to  the  high  school,  and  his  early  business  training 
was  received  in  the  woolen  mill  owned  and  operated  by  the  family.  In  1900, 
with  his  younger  brother,  Harold  H.  Hart,  he  made  a  bicycle  tour  through 
Europe,  visiting  many  points  of  modern  and  historic  interest  and  touring  the 
country  in  a  most  thorough  manner.  Soon  after  his  return  from  Europe  he 
went  to  California  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and  while  out  hunting  was 
accidentally  shot  on  the  18th  of  February,  1902,  his  death  resulting  imme- 
diately. His  remains  were  brought  back  to  Racine  and  were  interred  in  the 
Mound  cemetery.  His  death  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret, 
for  he  was  a  young  man  of  exemplary  qualities  and  sterling  worth.  In  the 
work  of  the  Baptist  church  he  was  very  active  and  was  numbered  among  its 
most  loyal  members.  He  conducted  a  Baptist  mission  in  Racine.  His  life 
was  exemplification  of  high  and  honorable  principles  and  his  memory,  en- 
shrined in  the  hearts  of  all,  remains  as  a  blessed  benediction  to  those  who 
knew  him. 


HAROLD  H.  HART. 


Thorough  technical  and  scientific  training  as  well  as  broad  practical 
experience  well  qualified  Harold  H.  Hart  for  the  conduct  of  the  important  and 
extensive  business  which  he  is  conducting  as  president  of  the  Racine  Woolen 
Manufacturing  Company,  whose  output  of  Indian  blankets  makes  theirs  the 
foremost  establishment  of  this  kind  in  the  country.  Mr.  Hart  is  a  native  of 
Racine,  bom  July  3,  1882,  and  is  a  son  of  Sands  M.  and  Stella  M.  (Blake) 
Hart.  A  history  of  his  parents  and  of  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  grand- 
parents is  given  in  this  volume,  showing  him  to  be  descended  from  two  of 
the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of  the  county.  At  the  usual  age  he 
became  a  public  school  pupil  and  after  leaving  the  high  school  he  attended 
Racine  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1902.  His 
business  career  pointing  toward  woolen  manufacturing  interests,  his  educa- 
tion was  further  directed  toward  preparation  for  thttt  line  and  he  entered 
the  Philadelphia  Textile  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1905.  He 
afterward  served  as  superintendent  of  three  different  mills  in  the  east,  the 
largest  being  that  of  the  Cocheco  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company  of  Eoch- 
ester,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  remained  until  1909,  when  he  returned  to 
Racine  and  has  since  been  connected  with  the  Racine  Woolen  Manufacturing 
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Company.  His  previous  scientific  and  technical  training  and  broad,  practical 
experience  well  qualified  him  for  the  direction  and  conduct  of  an  important 
industry  with  which  the  name  of  Hart  has  been  associated  in  an  official  ca- 
pacity from  the  beginning.  With  the  reorganization  of  the  business  in  1912 
he  became  treasurer  of  the  company  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the  presi- 
dency in  December,  1915,  all  of  the  stock  of  the  company  being  now  owned 
by  the  Hart  family. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1907,  Mr.  Hart  was  married  to  Miss  May  M. 
Moore,  of  Wilton,  New  Hampshire,  and  their  children  are  Lucius  Sands  and 
Stella  Louise.  Their  social  position  is  in  keeping  with  the  prominence  to 
which  the  family  has  attained  in  business  circles.  Like  his  predecessors,  Mr. 
Hart  is  deeply  interested  in  the  moral  progress  of  the  community  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Baptist  church.  He  votes  with  the  republican  party  and  co- 
operates with  the  well  devised  plans  and  measures  of  the  Commercial  Club 
for  the  extension  of  the  trade  interests  of  this  city.  He  belongs  to  that  younger 
generation  of  business  men  who  have  been  called  upon  to  shoulder  responsibili- 
ties differing  materially  from  those  resting  upon  their  predecessors.  In  a 
broader  field  of  enterprise  they  find  themselves  obliged  to  deal  with  affairs  of 
greater  magnitude  and  to  solve  more  difficult  and  complicated  financial  and 
economic  problems.  The  subjective  and  objective  forces  of  life  are  in  Mr. 
Hart  well  balanced,  making  him  cognizant  of  his  own  capabilities  and  powers, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  thoroughly  understands  his  opportunities  and  his 
obligations.  To  make  his  native  talents  subserve  the  demands  which  condi- 
tions pf  society  impose  at  the  present  time  is  the  purpose  of  his  life,  and  by 
reason  of  the  mature  judgment  which  characterizes  his  efforts  at  all  times, 
he  stands  today  as  a  splendid  representative  of  the  prominent  manufacturer 
and  capitalist  to  whom  business  is  but  one  phase  of  life  and  does  not  exclude 
his  active  participation  in  and  support  of  the  other  vital  interests  which  go 
to  make  up  human  existence. 


JOHN  S.  HART. 


John  S.  Hart,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Woolen  Manufacturing 
Company,  was  born  January  16,  1885,  and  was  the  youngest  of  the  three  sons 
of  Sands  M.  and  Stella  M.  Hart  The  eldest  brother,  Lucius  S.  Hart,  mentioned 
elsewhere,  was  accidentally  shot  while  out  hunting  in  California.  The  second 
brother,  Harold  H.  Hart,  is  the  president  of  the  Racine  Woolen'  Manufacturing 
Company.  On  another  page  of  this  work  is  given  a  complete  history  of  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  ancestry. 

After  leaving  the  high  school  John  S.  Hart  entered  Dartmouth  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1907.  He  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Central 
America  and  was  engaged  in  banana  cultivation  in  Costa  Rica.  Upon  his  re- 
turn to  the  United  States  he  went  to  Minneapolis,  where  he  became  interested 
in  the  flour  trade  as  a  representative  of  the  Washburn-Crosby  Company  and 
later  he  was  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  with  the  H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Com- 
pany, manufacturers  of  asbestos  goods.    In  1912  he  returned  to  Racine  to  join 
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his  father  and  brother  on  the  reorganization  and  reincorporation  of  the  Racine 
Woolen  Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  he  became  secretary,  and  following 
the  death  of  his  father  in  1915,  his  brother,  H.  H.  Hart,  became  president  of  the 
company  and  John  S.  Hart  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  two  brothers  now 
concentrate  their  efforts  upon  the  further  development  and  extension  of  the 
business  which  already  in  its  trade  relations  reaches  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Their  specialty  is  the  manufacture  of  Indian  blankets  and  they  sell  to  Indian 
traders  throughout  the  entire  United  States 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1909,  Mr.  Hart  was  married  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
to  Miss  Hannah  C.  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Willis  E.  and  Margaret  (Blow)  Hall,  of 
Racine,  and  they  now  have  two  children,  Willis  C.  and  Margaret  E.  Mr.  Hart, 
like  the  others  of  his  family,  votes  with  the  republican  party,  believing  firmly 
in  the  efficacy  of  its  principles  as  factors  in  good  government.  He  also  holds  to 
the  religious  faith  of  his  ancestors,  being  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and 
his  interest  in  Racine's  welfare  is  manifest  in  his  membership  in  the  Com- 
mercial Club.  He  is  devoted  to  the  city's  upbuilding  and  improvement  along 
many  lines  and  he  maintains  the  same  high  standards  for  which  the  family 
•  have  ever  stood  in  public  and  private  relations. 


THE  RACINE  WOOLEN  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY. 

The  Racine  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company  was  organized  to  take  over  a 
business  that  was  founded  in  1863  by  L.  S.  Blake  and  John  S.  Hart  and  was 
conducted  under  the  name  of  Blake  &  Company  at  Bridge  and  Ontario  streets. 
They  started  business  on  a  small  scale  in  a  little  building,  but  the  trade  steadily 
grew  and  in  1877  the  business  was  incorporated  with  L.  S.  Blake  as  the  presi- 
dent, John  S.  Hart  as  treasurer,  James  J.  Elliott  and  A.  W.  Tillapaugh  as 
stockholders  and  directors.  At  that  time  the  plant  was  known  as  a  two  set 
mill,  having  about  fifteen  looms.  Afterward  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Woolen  Mills,  Blake  &  Company  as  proprietors. 
The  company  originally  made  shawls  and  blankets  and  in  later  years  extended  "" 
the  scope  of  their  output  to  include  cloth  for  clothing.  Their  shawls  were 
sent  out  under  the  name  of  the  Badger  State  Shawls,  which  became  famous, 
being  recognized  as  a  standard  of  manufacture  for  the  United  States,,  their 
sales  extending  throughout  the  entire  country.  Various  changes  have  occurred 
as  the  business  has  developed,  not  only  in  the  goods  manufactured  but  also  in 
the  processes  used.  Today  their  output  includes  Indian  shawls  and  blankets 
and  they  have  become  the  largest  manufacturers  in  this  line  in  the  country, 
selling  to  all  Indian  traders  throughout  the  United  States.  The  factory  covers 
forty-five  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space  and  in  normal  times  they  employ 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  people.  They  handle  exclusive  lines  that  cannot 
be  duplicated  elsewhere  and  tJieir  goods  include  a  large  variety  of  designs  and 
patterns  brought  out  in  the  most  attractive  colors  and  most  durable  materials. 

Mr.  Blake  remained  president  of  the  company  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1894,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  L.  J.  Elliott,  who  continued  as  presi- 
dent until  1911.    John  S.  Hart  was  treasurer  until  1895,  when  he  was  suc- 
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ceeded  by  his  son,  Sands  M.  Hart,  who  occupied  the  oflBce  until  1911.  In  1912 
the  business  was  reorganized,  with  Sands  M.  Hart  as  president,  associated  with 
his  two  sons,  H.  H.  Hart,  treasurer;  and  John  S.  Hart,  secretary.  With  the 
death  of  Sands  M.  Hart  on  the  23d  of  December,  1915,  H.  H.  Hart  became  the 
president,  with  John  S.  Hart  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  Hart  family 
have  taken  over  aJI  of  the  stock  of  the  company*  and  are  active  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  business  which  has  become  one  of  the  leading  manuf acturincr  interests 
of  Racine. 


CHARLES  FREEMAN. 


Charles  Freeman  is  numbered  among  the  successful  business  men  of  Racine, 
being  active  in  the  ownership  and  conduct  of  a  mammoth  manufacturing 
plant,  his  interests  being  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  S.  Freeman  &  Sons 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  he  is  the  president.  This  has  become  one 
of  the  important  productive  industries  of  the  city  and  throughout  his  entire 
business  career  Mr.  Freeman  has  been  associated  with  the  undertaking,  starting 
out  in  this  line  when  a  youth  of  fourteen.  He  was  born  in  Washington  county. 
Illinois,  March  17,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Willich)  Free- 
man, the  former  a  native  of  Wales  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1856  and  settled  at  Centralia,  Illinois,  where  he 
worked  in  the  boiler  shop  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company,  occupying 
the  position  of  foreman.  The  following  year  he  removed  to  Cairo,  Illinois,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  boiler  business  there  with  John  O'Brien.  With  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  he  put  aside  all  business  and  personal  considerations 
and  in  1861  became  connected  with  Admiral  Porter's  fleet,  having  charge  of 
the  boilers  of  the  fleet,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  two  years.  Becoming 
ill,  he  was  ordered  north  and  in  the- fall  of  1864  made  his  way  to  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  where  his  ability  soon  won  for  him  the  position  of  foreman  of  the 
boiler  shops  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company.  Subse- 
quently he  removed  to  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  and  in  the  winter  of  1867 
came  to  Racine,  where  he  established  business  on  his  own  account.  He  had 
learned  his  trade  in  Laird's  shipbuilding  yards  at  Liverpool  and  before  coming 
to  the  new  world  he  had  rendered  military  aid  to  his  country  by  a  year  and 
a  half's  service  in  the  Crimean  war.  With  his  arrival  in  the  new  world  he 
entered  upon  a  business  career  in  which  he  made  steady  progress,  interrupted 
only  by  his  military  service  as  a  defender  of  the  Union  cause  in  the  Civil  war. 
He  continued  active  in  business  in  Racine  until  his  death  and  won  a  prominent 
place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens,  both  as  a  business  man  and  as  a 
public  officer.  He  served  for  two  years  as  alderman  of  his  city  from  the  fifth 
ward  and  was  also  supervisor.  His  political  allegiance  was  ever  given  to  the 
democratic  party,  while  fraternally  he  was  connected  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  continuing  communicants  of  that  faith  until  called  to  their 
final  rest,  the  former  passing  away  September  10,  1889,  while  the  latter  died 
in  1894. 
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Charles  Freeman  was  one  of  their  family  of  nine  children,  five  sons  and 
four  daughters,  and  was  a  lad  of  about  nine  years  at  the  time  of  the  removal 
of  the  family  to  Racine,  so  that  his  education  was  largely  acquired  in  the 
schools  of  this  city.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  entered  his  father's  boiler 
shop  and  thoroughly  mastered  the  business,  acquainting  himself  with  every 
phase  of  the  trade  in  principle  and  detail.  He  also  learned  the  business 
management  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father  became  president  of  the  com- 
pany and  has  since  continued  at  the  head  of  the  enterprise,  which  figures  as 
one  of  the  foremost  industrial  interests  of  the  city.  A  liberal  patronage  is 
accorded  the  company  and  the  work  done  has  ever  been  in  harmony  with 
the  highest  standards. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1883,  Mr.  Freeman  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Jessie  Williams,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  0.  Williams,  one  of  the 
old  settlers  of  this  city.  To  them  have  been  bom  four  children :  Gertrude,  the 
wife  of  Myron  G.  Hayward,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska ;  Harold  C,  who  is  superin- 
tendent of  the  boiler  works ;  and  Kathleen  and  Elaine,  at  home. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Freeman  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  in  which 
he  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs,  has  attained  the  Knights  Templar  degree, in 
Masonry  and  is  a  past  exalted  ruler  of  the  Elks  lodge.  His  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  was  reared.  In  politics  he  has  always 
been  a  democrat  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  of  the  party 
in  1904.  For  eighteen  years  he  has  served  as  school  commissioner  of  Racine, 
the  cause  of  education  finding  in  him  a  stalwart  champion.  For  the  past  two 
years  he  has  been  alderman  of  the  second  ward,  exercising  his  official  preirog- 
atives  in  support  of  well  defined  plans  and  measures  which  are  matters  of 
civic  virtue  and  civic  pride. 


S.  FREEMAN  &   SONS  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY. 

The  S.  Freeman  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Company,  one  of  the  foi:emost 
business  enterprises  of  Racine,  was  established  in  1867  by  S.  Freeman,  who 
in  a  small  way  began  manufacturing  and  repairing  boilers.  A  few  months 
later  he  entered  into  partnership  with  William  E.  Davis  and  opened  a  little 
machine  shop.  In  1868  they  admitted  John  R.  Davies  to  a  partnership,  at 
which  time  Mr.  Davies  was  operating  a  foundry  in  the  old  Star  mills,  located 
where  the  William  Pugh  coal  yards  are  now  found.  At  that  time  the  firm 
name  was  Davies,  Freeman  &  Davis.  After  a  brief  existence  the  new  under- 
taking faced  failure.  In  the  fall  of  1869  Mr.  Freeman  again  established 
business  on  Bridge  street,  where  he  opened  a  machine  shop  and  foundry  and 
conducted  a  small  boiler  shop.  He  became  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  grey 
iron  castings  in  connction  with  his  work  of  boiler  making.  In  1871  the  firm 
of  J.  I.  Case  &  Company  began  the  manufacture  of  boilers  and  engines  for 
threshing  machines  and  Mr.  Freeman  took  a  contract  to  build  the  boilers. 
This  business  became  a  very  large  and  profitable  enterprise  and  he  continued 
to  manufacture  boilers  for  the  company  throughout  his  remaining  days.  In 
1875  he  also  began  the  manufacture  of  a  fanning  mill,  patented  by  G.  E.  Clark, 
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and  gradually  he  added  other  implements  until  the  output  now  includes  a 
large  line  of  farm  implements  and  machinery.  In  1886  the  business  was  incor- 
porated under  the  nam^  of  the  S.  'Freeman  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Company, 
with  S.  Freeman  as  the  president,  Charles  Freeman  as  secretary  and  Michael 
N.  Freeman  as  treasurer.  Their  first  factory  was  on  Bridge  steet,  near  the 
plant  of  the  Case  Company,  and  in  1894  they  built  a  boiler  plant  at  the  foot 
of  Reichert  Court,  facing  Hamilton  street  on  the  north.  In  1895  the  entire 
plant  was  removed  to  t^e  present  location,  where  the  company  has  six  acreii 
of  land.  The  buildings  cover  three  acres  and  some  of  the  buildings  are  two 
and  three  stories  in  height  and  are  of  brick  and  steel  construction  and  equii>- 
ped  throughout  with  a  sprinkler  system.  The  company  has  its  own  electric 
plant,  also  a  hydraidic  and  pneumatic  power  system  and  the  plant  uses 
machinery  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  horse  power.  They  employ  three 
hundred  men,  mostly  skilled  labor,  and  their  product  is  today  sold  all  over 
the  world.  They  manufacture  boilers,  both  power  and  heating,  of  the  tubular 
type,  also  boilers  internally  fired  and  of  the  water  tube  type.  Their  product 
includes  all  kinds  of  steel  pipe,  smokestacks,  ensilage  cutters  and  carriers, 
com  shellers,  steel  windmills  and  towers,  fanning  mills  and  broadcast  seeders. 


ANDREW  SIMONSON. 


Lowell  said,  *'An  institution  is  but  the  lengthened  shadow  of  a  man;"  it 
must  perforce  partake  of  his  character,  his  purpose  and  his  principles  and  be- 
comes the  expression  of  his  effort  and  his  ideals.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  marvel, 
therefore,  that  The  Wisconsin  Agriculturist  has  been  a  most  successful  far- 
mers' journal,  accomplishing  farreaching  results  for  the  benefit  of  the  agricul- 
tural community,  for  back  of  that  paper  were  the  ideals  and  determined  energy 
of  Andrew  Simonson,  a  man  whose  rare  Virtues  and  lovable  character  endeared 
him  to  the  entire  circle  of  his  acquaintance. 

Andrew  Simonson  was  a  native  of  Porsgrund,  Norway,  wher^e  his  birth 
occurred  on  the  9th  of  August,  1861.  He  was  eight  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents brought  their  family  to  the  new  world,  arriving  in  Racine  in  1869.  Ho 
here  became  a  public  school  pupil  but  very  early  had  to  take  up  the  task  of 
providing  for  his  own  support  and  that  of  other  members  of  the  family,  owing 
to  the  father's  death.  He  secured  a  situation  in  a  dry  goods  store,  where  his 
diligence  and  fidelity  won  him  rapid  promotion,  with  increased  responsibili- 
ties but  also  with  broadening  experience  and  a  wider  outlook.  After  several 
years  spent  in  connection  with  the  dr\'  goods  trade  he  became  identified  with 
S.  Freeman  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Company  and  it  was  a  step  toward  his  later 
activity  in  the  field  of  journalism.  After  three  years  he  becayie  connected 
with  The  Racine  Manufacturer,  a  monthly  magazine,  which  he  soon  merged 
with  The  Racine  Agriculturist  under  the  name  of  The  Racine  Manufacturer 
and  Agriculturist,  but  his  interest  throughout  his  career  as  editor  and  pub- 
lisher was  always  directed  chiefly  toward  agriculture  and  it  was  for  that  rea- 
son that  he  soon  succeeded  in  having  the  word  ''Manufacturer'*  dropped 
from  the  title  of  his  publication,  which  thereby  became  The  Racine  Agricul- 
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turist.  The  next  change  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  name  of  The  Racine  Wis- 
consin Agriculturist,  leading  up  to  its  present  form  of  The  Wisconsin  Agricul- 
turist, under  which  name  the  publication  has  been  continued  since  1892.  This 
paper  became  a  power  of  great  influence  and  practical  benefit  to  the  farming 
community  of  the  state.  In  January,  1890,  it  was  changed  from  a  monthly  to 
a  semi-monthly  and  seven  years  later  became  a  weekly  publication.  That  it 
was  growing  in  power  and  popularity  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  it  was  able 
in  1902  to  absorb  another  agricultural  journal,  the  Farm,  Field  and  Stock- 
man of  Winona,  Minnesota,  and  in  1906  it  took  over  the  Farmers'  Sentinel 
of  Milwaukee.  In  1914  it  bought  out  the  Lake  Superior  Farmer  of  Ashland, 
Wisconsin.  The  paper  was  steadily  developed  along  the  most  progressive  lines, 
taking  rank  with  the  leading  agricultural  journals  of  the  country,  for  Mr. 
Simonson  put  forth  every  effort  to  enlarge  its  scope,  usefulness  and  interest. 
To  this  end  he  bent  his  administrative  direction  and  executive  power  in  the 
control  of  the  paper  and  used  his  broad  knowledge  in  bringing  before  the 
public  those  things  which  would  prove  of  vital  and  practical  value  in  promot- 
ing the  work  of  the  fields. 

Mr.  Simonson  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Porter,  a  native  of  Taunton, 
Massachusetts,  and  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  C.  Porter,  a  Racine  pioneer  and  sil- 
versmith who  established  one  of  the  first  silver  plating  works  of  this  city. 
He  afterward  returned  to  the  east  but  eventually  retired  from  active  business 
life  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Racine.  Mr.  Simonson  gave  his  political  alle- 
giance to  the  democratic  party  and  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Racine  during 
President  Cleveland's  second  administration.  In  this  connection  a  contem- 
porary writer  has  said:  "His  corps  of  associates,  during  that  time  in  office, 
displayed  a  loyalty  seldom  seen  in  public  service,  and  at  the  same  time  his 
business  management  introduced  a  system  and  efficiency  in  the  office  which 
has  not  been  surpassed  under  any  subsequent  administration."  No  bettor 
illustration  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Simonson  can  be  given  than  by  quoting 
from  H.  D.  Robinson,  who  soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Simonson  wrote : 

"Andrew  Simonson  was  a  man's  man.  When  one  has  said  this  he  has  per- 
haps said  all  that  need  be  said.  Could  one  say  anything  more  or  better?  He 
was  a  man's  man  because  he  commended  himself  to  men  through  those  traits 
of  character  that  most  men  admire.  He  was  courageous  and  gentle,  aggressive 
and  modest,  successful  and  just.  Combinations  of  this  kind  are  rare,  but  they 
existed  in  Andrew  Simonson. 

"About  a  year  ago  the  mayor  of  the  city  appointed  him  with  two  others 
to  solicit  subscriptions  for  Racine's  new  public  park.  From  the  beginning 
of  that  quest  for  the  city's  betterment  until  it  ended  Mr.  Simonson  was  the 
leader ;  but  his  leadership  was  so  gentle  that  it  was  not  even  suspected  until 
the  result  showed  the  impress  of  his  personality.  The  money  that  was- given 
for  Racine's  park  was  mostly  given  because  Andrew  Simonson  asked  for  it. 
On  one  occasion  when  the  members  of  the  committee  were  feeling  somewhat 
discouraged  at  the  slender  result  of  their  work,  they  found  themselves  in  the 
office  of  one  of  Racine's  foremost  citizens.  They  set  before  him  the  plan  of  the 
new  park  and  the.  city's  need  of  it,  but  he  was  not  disposed  to  give.  For  a 
good  half  hour  they  pleWed  with  him,  using  every  argument  they  could  think 
of,  and  every  influence  they  possessed,  but  he  remained  obdurate.  It  was  appar- 
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ently  a  hopeless  case,  and  the  discouraged  committee  passed  out  of  the  office 
door  to  the  street.  As  they  stood  there  a  little  uncertain  as  to  where  they 
should  go  next  Mr.  Simonson  excused  himself  for  a  moment  and  went  back 
into  the  office.  In  three  minutes  he  came  to  the  door  and  called  the  other  two 
in  to  shake  hands  with  the  man  who  had  refused  them — ^to  shake  hands  with 
him  because  he  had  just  put  his  name  down  for  a  subscription  of  five  hundred 
dollars.  The  members  of  the  committee  afterwards  asked  Mr.  Simonson  how 
'  he  got  it.  He  told  them  what  he  said.  But  the  words  were  of  little  moment. 
Today  the  other  members  of  the  committee  cannot  even  remember  them.  They 
can  realize  now  that  words  had  very  little  to  do  with  it.  He  might  almost  have 
used  any  words  with  the  same  result.  He  obtained  the  subscription  because 
of  himself,  because  of  his  personality,  because  he  was  a  man's  man.  Best  of 
all,  too,  he  was  really  grateful.  Many  a  man  would  be  tempted  to  exploit  his 
own  achievement  under  such  circumstances,  but  he  was  simply  grateful.  His 
gratitude  was  shown  in  the  glow  of  his  face  and  in  the  few  quiet  words  spoken 
afterwards.  It  was  as  if  someone  had  given  him  a  gift  for  himself,  and  as  if 
the  gift  had  touched  him  deeply.  Once,  when  a  citizen  had  made  an  unusually 
small  subscription  and  the  committee  had  left  him  with  merely  a  courteous 
expression  of  thanks,  Mr.  Simonson  afterwards  spoke,  of  the  gift  with  as 
strong  words  of  gratitude  as  he  did  of  even  the  largest  contributions. 

*'One  who  had  seen  him  only  in  his  moments  of  quiet  dignity  would  never 
suspect  his  keen  sense  of  humor.  No  one  could  see  the  point  of  a  joke  more 
quickly  than  he.  No  one  could  take  in  mdre  speedily  the  possibilities  of  humor 
in  a  situation.  No  one  enjoyed  the  outcome  more  heartily.  He  laughed  all 
over,  and  when  he  laughed  everybody  wanted  to  laugh  with  him.  Long  before 
a  good  story  came  to  its  climax  he  would  anticipate  the  outcome,  and  the  an- 
ticipation could  be  seen  in  his  eyes  as  they  lighted  up  and  wrinkled  at  the  cor- 
ners. Some  men  enjoy  humor,  but  Andrew  Simonson  relished  it.  Those  who 
knew  him  and  loved  him  enjoyed  his  laugh  more  than  the  wit  that  inspired  it. 

"He  was  a  man  quick  also  to  see  worthy  efforts  in  others.  His  praise  was 
gentle,  but  it  was  always  ready  and  sincere.  His  commendations  could  not  be 
forgotten.  Compliments  are  winged  things  and  frail.  But  whether  by  reason 
of  the  personality  of  his  warm  sympathy  or  his  good  fellowship,  Andrew 
Simonson 's  appreciation  had  a  distinctive  flavor.  One  might  almost  say  they 
were  dynamic.  They  were  an  incentive  to  greater  effort.  None  knew  this  or 
felt  it  more  strongly  than  his  fellow  members  on  the  public  park  commission. 
Quiet  power  lay  beneath  his  every  effort.  Without  seeming  to  lead  he  was 
always  leading,  or  perhaps  one  might  better  say  directing.  When  one  was 
moving  in  the  right  direction,  as  he  saw  it,  he  commended ;  if  in  another  direc- 
tion he  suggested.  Commendation  and  suggestion  were  the  two  levers  which 
his  hands  never  left.  It  took  time  to  discover  his  method,  but  when  once  dis- 
covered it  was  a  constant  joy  to  note  how  skillfully  he  applied  it. 

**  Andrew  Simonson  is  no  longer  with  us.  It  seems  incredible  that  we  shall 
not  see  again  the  familiar  form  on  the  street.  To  many  of  us  the  loss  will  be 
great,  though  our  own  lives  shall  be  the  richer  in  memory  of  the  man.  It  is  a 
trite  thing  to  say  that  a  man  will  be  a  loss  to  the  community.  It  is  said  too 
often  and  of  too  many.  We  shall  not  say  it  of  Andrew  Simonson,  because  we 
would  not  decorate  his  memory  with  the  commonplace.  •  Let  us  say,  rather,  *He 
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was  a  great  citizen.'  Such  a  citizen  as  he  was  is  not  to  be  measured  by  the 
work  that  he  did,  but  rather  by  the  intellectual  forces,  by  the  civic  ideals  he 
set  in  operation.  It  is  not  for  what  he  did  that  we  shall  revere  his  memory 
though  he  did  much — ^but  rather  for  what  he  thought  and  made  others  think. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  men  loved  him,  and  that  men  who  never  wept 
for  man  before  will  shed  a  quiet  tear  for  him  today. 

"Good-bye,  old  friend.  We  shall  not  see  you  for  a  while.  The  clasp  of 
your  hand  is  still  warm  in  ours.  Your  smile  has  left  its  sweetness  with  us.  If 
the  day  ever  comes  when  the  city  you  loved  is  beautiful  as  you  would  have  it, 
in  its  most  beautiful  spot  there  should  be  a  memorial  to  you.  It  will  need  no 
glowing  epitaph.    Just  this  will  be  enough — ^Andrew  Simonson,  he  was  a  man's 


ARTHUR  WILLIAM  SIMONSON. 

Arthur  William  Simonson,  president  of  The  Wisconsin  Agriculturist,  pub- 
lished at  Racine,  succeeds  to  a  business  already  established  and  one  in  which  he 
has  the  inspirational  example  of  a  distinguished  and  honored  father.  His  train- 
ing was  received  under  Kis  father's  direction  and  the  course  which  he  is  pur- 
suing fully  sustains  the  reputation  which  has  long  been  associated  with  the 
family  name  in  journalistic  circles  of  the  state.  He  was  bom  in  Racine,  August 
15, 1887,  his  parents  being  Andrew  and  Annie  (Porter)  Simonson,  of  whom  men- 
tion is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  Simonsons  have  been  residents  of 
Racine  since  1869,  when  the  paternal  grandparents  arrived  with  their  family. 

In  the  public  schools  Arthur  W.  Simonson  began  his  education,  which  was 
continued  through  successive  grades  until  he  became  a  student  in  Racine  Col- 
lege, afterward  spending  two  yeiars  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  He  was 
early  trained  in  the  field  of  journalism  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father  be- 
came manager  of  The  Wisconsin  Agriculturist,  a  paper  the  value  of  which  has 
been  demonstrated  in  its  increased  patronage.  As  manager  he  has  adopted  the 
most  modern  ideas  of  newspaper  publication  in  relation  to  the  interests  of  the 
farming  class.  In  February,  1914,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  company 
and  now  largely  controls  the  destinies  of  the  paper,  which  is  proving  a  vital 
force  in  putting  before  the  farming  community  facts  and  theories  of  educa- 
tional value  in  relation  to  their  work. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  1910,  Mr.  Simonson  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Edna  Hare,  Of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Will  C.  and  Ollie  B.  Hare,  of  Salem,  Ohio, 
who  removed  to  Racine  in  1906.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are  Andrew 
William  and  Mary  Edna. 

On  political  questions  Mr.  Simonson  maintains  an  independent  attitude 
save  where  the  issue  is  one  of  state  or  national  importance.  At  local  elections, 
where  the  only  matter  for  consideration  is  the  capability  of  a  candidate  for 
the  duties  of  the  office  which  he  seeks,  he  votes  independently.  He  was  made 
the  democratic  nominee  for  the  office  of  alderman  in  the  second  ward  and  such 
was  his  popularity  with  his  fellow  citizens  that  he  was  elected  and  served  for 
two  years.    He  is  a  trustee  of  Racine  College.    He  co-operates  in  all  the  well 
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devised  plans  and  measures  of  the  Commercial  Club  for  Racine's  benefit  and 
upbuilding  and  his  fraternal  spirit  finds  expression  in  his  membership  in  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  His 
religious  faith  is  evidenced  in  his  membership  ip  the  Episcopal  church.  In 
every  relation  his  influence  is  on  the  side  of  progress  and  advancement  and  his 
policy  is  always  to  advocate  constructive  and  not  destructive  measures. 


THE  WISCONSIN  AGRICULTURIST. 

This  paper  was  first  issued  at  Racine,  Wisconsin,  January  1\  1877,  under 
the  name  of  The  Racine  Agriculturalist.  An  introductory  on  the  first  page, 
signed  by  A.  F.  Sweetser,  states  that  it  is  the  object  of  the  "proprietor**  to 
benefit  the  farmers  of  the  country  "as  much  as  possible  in  inserting  in  its  col- 
umns such  articles  as  will  be  of  special  interest  to  them  in  their  business  and 
by  offering  such  suggestions  as  may  lighten  the  labor  of  the  farm."  It  is 
frankly  stated  that  the  columns  of  the  paper  will  be  largely  devoted  to  adver- 
tising, but  only  such  articles  would  be  presented  as  are  known  and  proved  to 
be  first  class.  The  proprietor  says  that  as  he  believes  "that  all  work  and  no 
play  is  not  conducive  to  the  healthy  increase  of  the  mental  capacity  of  poor 
Jacob,  such  selections  will  at  times  be  introduced  as  will  provoke  the  good 
humor  of  all."  Much  of  the  advertising  was  that  of  Fish  Brothers  &  Com- 
pany, and  that  the  paper  was  really  owned  by  this  firm  is  shown  in  the  second 
issue,  in  which  the  heading  contains  a  portrait  of  A.  C.  Fish  and  the  name  is 
changed  to  The  Racine  Agriculturist.  The  original  subscription  price  was  fifty 
cents  a  year  and  the  paper  was  issued  monthly.  The  first  number  contained 
eight  pages  of  nine  by  fourteen  inches  of  type  matter  each.  It  had  articles  on 
fresh  American  beef  in  Europe,  on  the  profitableness  of  farming,  a  story  and 
some  humorous  matter,  but  not  much  of  real  agricultural  value.  The  second 
issue,  however,  showed  considerable  improvement  and  contained  an  interest- 
ing communication  from  Professor  C.  D.  Granger  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Uni- 
versity, besides  some  creditable  agricultural  and  live  stock  matter.  In  the 
issue  of  September,  1878,  the  name  of  George  S.  Bliss  appears  as  publisher  and 
that  of  A.  C.  Fish  as  editor.  Considerable  improvement  has  been  shown  by 
this  time.  The  leading  article  tells  of  numeroils  emphatic  signs  that  farming 
in  this  country,  especially  in  the  great  west,  is  taking  a  new  departure.  In  the 
future  grain  is  to  be  grown,  even  by  the  average  farmer,  more  with  a  view, 
to  raising  stock  and  the  produce  of  stock.  The  farm,  it  is  stated,  will  be  made 
the  feeding  ground  of  beef  and  mutton.  The  editor  says:  "We  are  conjuring 
no  illusion;  we  are  stating  the  undeniable  fact."  This  issue  shows  that  the 
paper  now  contained  twice  as  many  pages  as  the  first  issue,  each  issue  having 
sixteen  instead  of  eight,  as  formerly. 

In  July,  1883,  the  Agriculturist  was  purchased  by  the  publishers  of  The 
Racine  Manufacturer,  a  monthly  which  had  been  established  in  January  of 
that  year.  The  two  papers  were  therefore  issued  as  one  publicfttion  under  the 
name  of  The  Racine  Manufacturer  and  Agriculturist  by  the  Manufacturers 
Publishing  Company.    Andrew  Simonson  was  the  editor.    In  1885  the  name 
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*' Manufacturer"  was  dropped  and  the  paper  became  the  Racine  Agriculturist, 
only  to  be  changed  again  in  May,  1886,  to  The  Racine  Wisconsin  Agricultur- 
ist. 

In  January,  1890,  the  publication  was  changed  from  monthly  to  a  semi- 
monthly,  the  subscription  price  remaining  the  same-~fifty  cents  a  year.  It  was 
now  published  by  the  Wisconsin  Agriculturist  Publishing  Company,  a  corpora- 
tion organized  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  scope  and  usefulness  of  the 
paper,  which  had  by  this  time  become  considerable.  On  February  1,  1892, 
it  assumed  its  present  name,  '*The  Wisconsin  Agriculturist,"  by  dropping  the 
word  "Racine"  from  the  heading. 

On  January  1,  1897,  The  Wisconsin  Agriculturist  became  a  weekly  and  the 
next  year  the  subscription  price  was  increased  to  sixty  cents  a  year.  On  Jan- 
uary 1,  1907,  it  was  advanced  to  seventy-five  cents  a  year.  In  1902  The  Wis- 
consin Agriculturist  absorbed  the  Farm,  Field  and  Stockman  of  Winona,  Min- 
nesota, and  in  1906  it  took  over  the  Farmers'  Sentinel,  and  in  1914  it  absorbed 
The  Lake  Superior  Farmer,  which  made  it  the  only  English  general  farm  paper 
printed  in  Wisconsin. 

The  Wisconsin  Agriculturist  is  now,  as  it  has  been  for  many  years,  owned 
by  the  Wisconsin  Agriculturist  Publishing  Company.  Andrew  Simonson,  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  publication  in  various  capacities  since  1883,  was 
the  publisher  until  his  death,  June  6,  1907,  when  his  son,  Arthur  W.  Simon- 
son,  took  charge,  and  Charles  H.  Everett  has  been  the  editor-in-chief  for  the 
last  fifteen  years.  The  paper's  weekly  circulation  of  sixty-five  thousand  copies 
is  practically  all  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin. 


FRED  BEICHERT. 


Fred  Reichert,  a  well  known  contractor  of  Racine,  was  born  November  6, 
1886,  in  this  city,  his  parents  being  Nichola  F.  and  Catherine  (Becker) 
Reichert,  who  were  also  natives  of  this  city.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Fred- 
erick Reichert,  was  bom  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany,  and  in  early  man- 
hood came  to  the  new  world,  here  following  the  occupation  of  farming.  He 
cast  in  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Racine  county  and  his  son,  Nichola  F., 
was  bom  and  reared  on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  became  a  contractor  and 
builder.  He  was  thus  identified  with  building  operations  in  this  county  for 
thirty-five  years,  continuing  active  along  that  line  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred about  three  years  ago.  His  wife  had  died  some  years  before,  her 
death  ocurring  fifteen  years  ago. 

Fred  Reichert  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Racine  and  became  a  pro- 
fessional polo  player,  devoting  ten  years  to  that  sport.  He  was  also  manager 
of  the  Lakeside  Auditorium  and  still  continues  in  that  position,  his  father 
having  at  one  time  been  owner  of  the  Auditorium.  He  has  likewise  engaged 
in  general  teaming  contracting  and  he  also  conducts  the  North  Side  Beach 
for  dancing  and  other  amusements.  His  interests  are  varied  and  his  activity 
has  brought  him  success.  He  closely  studies  public  wishes  and  has  thus  been 
able  to  cater  to  public  taste  in  the  line  of  attractive  amusements. 
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Mr.  Beichert  is  a  member  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church.  Fraternally  he 
is  connected  with  the  Elks,  while  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  dem- 
ocratic party.  He  represents  one  of  the  old  and  well  known  families  of  the 
county  which  for  three  generations  has  been  here  represented. 


MORTIMER  EUGENE  WALKER. 

Mortimer  Eugene  Walker,  whose  prominence  >in  the  profession  of  law 
entitles  him  to  more  than  passing  notice  as  a  representative  of  the  Racine  bar, 
is  today  well  known  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Simmons  &  Walker.  Endowed 
by  nature  with  keen  intellectu^  force,  he  has  so  directed  his  energies  and 
developed  his  talents  that  he  is  found  adequate  to  the  solution  of  most  intricate 
legal  problems. 

Racine  county  numbers  him  among  her  native  sons.  He  was  bom  in  the 
town  of  Mount  Pleasant,  June  25,  1872,  and  represents  an  old  New  England 
family.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Nelson  A.  Walker,  was  a  native  of  Vermont 
and  on  foot  made  the  long  journey  across  the  country  from  the  Green  Mountain 
state  to  Wisconsin,  where  at  one  time  he  owned  a  farm  on  the  present  site 
of  Racine,  which  was  then  known  as  Sagetown.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
occupied  that  place  but  two  or  three  years  prior  to  his  death  removed  to 
Chicago,  where  he  passed  away  at  an  advanced  age.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lucinda  Taggart,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  leaving 
four  children. 

That  number  included  Robert  M.  Walker,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  but 
was  yet  a  young  lad  when  his  parents  came  to  Wisconsin,  so  that  he  was 
reared  in  Racine  county — then  the  western  frontier.  The  occupation  with 
which  he  became  familiar  during  his  youth  he  made  his  life  work  and  became 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  very  rich,  productive  and 
valuable  land  pleasantly  and  conveniently  situated  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  west  of  the  corporation  limits.  He  always  followed  farming  save  for  the 
period  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  offered  his  services  to  the  government  and 
went  to  the  front  with  the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  K,  Eighth  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry,  the  regiment  which  carried  with  it  throughout  the  war 
the  famous  eagle  known  as  Old  Abe.  With  the  close  of  hostilities  he  resumed 
agricultural  pursuits  and  from  time  to  time  his  fellow  townsmen  called  him 
to  public  office,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  promptness  and 
fidelity.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  journey  he  chose  Minerva 
Secor,  a  daughter  of  Gurdon  Secor,  a  native  of  New  York,  whose  mother  was 
of  Holland-Dutch,  while  his  father  was  of  French  lineage.  While  in  the  east 
M.  Secor  followed  merchandising ;  upon  his  arrival  in  Racine  county  he  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  secured  a  tract  of  land  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township  which  he  developed  and  improved,  making  it  the  family 
home  while  he  was  rearing  his  eight  children.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Jane  Stuart  and  both  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age. 

Mortimer  E.  Walker  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  three 
children,  his  elder  brother  being  Nelsoii  A.,  of  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
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while  his  sister  is  Mabel  E.  Walker.  His  youthful  experiences  were  those 
of  the  farm-bred  boy.  He  worked  in  the  fields  from  the  time  of  early  spring 
planting  until  crops  were  harvested  in  the  late  autumn  and  he  enjoyed  such 
educational  opportunities  as  were  accorded  in  the  district  schools,  in  private 
schools  and  in  Racine  College.  In  the  meantime  he  determined  to  make  the 
practice  of  law  his  life  work  and  with  that  end  in  view  entered  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison  and  completed  his 
course  by  graduation  with  the  class  of  1895. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Walker  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the 
state  and  upon  his  return  to.  Racine  sought  actual  experience  by  entering  the 
offices  of  Cooper  &  Nelson.  The  firm  later  admitted  him  to  a  partnership 
and  in  the  intervening  period  he  has  won  a  place  among  the  able  and  repre- 
sentative lawyers  of  the  Racine  county  bar.  He  prepares  his  cases  with 
thoroughness  and  the  zeal  with  which  he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  his 
profession,  the  careful  regard  evinced  for  the  interests  of  his  clients,  together 
with  an  assiduous  and  unrelaxing  attention  to  all  the  details  of  his  cases, 
have  brought  him  a  large  business  and  made  him  very  successful  in  its  conduct. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1900,  Mr.  Walker  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Florence  Bull,  a  daughter  of  Wakely  T.  and  Caroline  (Curtis)  Bull.  They 
have  become  parents  of  two  daughters,  Jane  Stuart  and  Florence  Bull,  who 
are  with  their  parents  in  the  family  home  at  No.  1228  Main  street.  Mr. 
Walker  is  an  exemplary  representative  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding 
membership  in  Racine  Lodge,  No.  18,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Racine  Commandery,  No.  7, 
K.  T. ;  Wisconsin  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite ;  and  Tripoli  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Elks  lodge  of  Racine  and  his  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Walker  gives  his  political  indorsement  to  the 
republican  party  and  from  1902  until  1906  filled  the  office  of  city  attorney, 
making  an  excellent  record  in  that  position.  He  is  well  known  in  the  county 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and  he  occupies  an  enviable  position 
socially  as  well  as  professionally. 


MICHAEL  N.  FREEMAN. 

No  history  of  the  industrial  development  of  Racine  would  be  complete 
were  there  failure  to  make  reference  to  Michael  N.  Freeman  and  his  asso- 
ciates, whose  important  and  extensive  interests  are  conducted  under  the  name 
of  the  S.  Freeman  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Company.  With  this  business 
MicbaeLN.  Freeman,  who  is  now  the  vice  president  of  the  company,  has  been 
continuously  connected  since  reaching  the  age  of  thirteen  years  and  there  is 
no  phase  of  the  undertaking  with  which  he  is  not  familiar.  He  was  bom  in 
Centralia,  Illinois,  January  14,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of  S.  Freeman,  the  founder 
of  the  business,  and  a  brother  of  Charles  Freeman,  who  is  president  of  the 
company  and  who  is  mentioned  at  length  on  another  page  of  this  work.  When 
a  youth  of  seven  years  Michael  N.  Freeman  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Racine,  where  the  father  soon  afterward  established  a  boiler  and  machine 
shop  which  was  the  nucleus  of  the  present  great  enterprise.    The  son  was  put 
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in  school  and  pursued  a  public  school  course  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
thirteen,  when,  desirous  of  becoming  a  factor  in  business  circles,  he  was  set 
to  work  by  his  father  and  acquainted  himself  with  the  trade.  He  gradually 
worked  his  way  upward,  not  only  becoming  familiar  with  the  practical 
processes  of  the  business  but  also  with  the  management  and  control  of  a  con- 
stantly and  rapidly  growing  enterprise.  He  was  admitted  to  a  partnership 
and  following  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1889,  was  elected  vice  president  of 
the  company  after  having  previously  served  as  treasurer  during  the  inter- 
vening period  which  covered  the  time  between  the  incorporation  of  the  busi- 
ness and  his  father's  death.  This  undertaking  is  now  one  of  the  foremost 
concerns  that  has  brought  to  Racine  its  well  established  reputation  as  a  ^eat 
manufacturing  center.  Their  output  includes  boilers  and  many  kinds  of  farm 
machinery  and  their  trade  not  only  covers  America,  for  their  output  is  also 
sent  to  many  other  sections  of  the  world. 

In  1881  Mr.  Freeman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian  C.  Porter,  a 
daughter  of  L.  C.  Porter,  of  Racine,  and  they  have  become  parents  of  three 
children :  Bessie,  now  the  wife  of  Percy  Borman,  a  resident  of  Racine ;  Prank, 
who  is  associated  with  the  S.  Freeman  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Company  and 
married  Carolin  Blake,  of  Racine,  and  Roy,  who  married  Ethel  Meinland,  of 
this  city,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Racine  county. 

The  parents  adhere  to  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  church  and  Mr. 
Freeman  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  He  is  neglect- 
ful of  no  duty  of  citizenship,  but  has  never  sought  office,  preferring  to  con- 
centrate his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs,  and  the  thoroughness  with 
which  he  mastered  the  trade  and  acquainted  himself  with  every  feature  of  the 
business  has  been  one  of  the  strong  elements  of  the  growing  success  of  this 
undertaking. 


HON.  C.  H.  EVERETT. 


In  the  language  of  the  people,  Charles  H.  Everett  is  a  thinker  and  a  worker, 
and  these  qualities  have  made  him  a  leader.  Perhaps  no  man  in  Wisconsin 
has  exerted  a  more  widely  felt  and  beneficial  influence  on  the  agricultural  de- 
velopment of  the  state.  He  was  bom  in  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  March  22, 
1855,  a  son  of  Milton  Josiah  and  Mary  E.  (Ross)  Everett,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  have  now  passed  away.  They  became  residents  of 
Wisconsin  in  1840  and  here  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 

C.  H.  Everett  acquired  a  public  school  education,  attending  the  high  school, 
and  throughout  his  entire  life  has  been  a  student,  especially  of  ever3rthing 
connected  with  agriculture,  yet  by  no  means  has  his  reading  been  confined  to 
that  line,  for  he  is  well  versed  on  the  vital  and  significant  problems  of  the 
age  as  affecting  the  sociological,  economic  and  political  conditions  of  the  coun- 
try. He  remained  upon  the  farm  until  1895  and  success  attended  his  efforts, 
for  he  studied  thoroughly  every  phase  of  farm  life,  the  conditions  of  the  soil, 
the  uses  of  fertilizers,  the  rotation  of  crops,  the  needs  of  each  cereal  and  the 
value  of  each  piece  of  improved  machinery  that  was  put  upon  the  market. 
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Naturally  he  became  a  leader  and  he  was  called  upon  to  lecture  in  many 
farmers'  institutes.  He  was  also  called  upon  to  serve  as  secretary  of  the  state 
board  of  agriculture  and  in  1901  he  became  editor  of  The  Wisconsin  Agri- 
culturist at  Racine  and  since  that  time  has  devoted  his  attention  largely  to 
the  dissemination  of  news  and  knowledge  of  value  to  the  farmer. 

In  November,  1878,  Mr.  Everett  was  married  to  Miss  Angerona  E.  Barning- 
ham  of  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  who  died  in  January,  1902.  On  the  8th  of 
May^  1909,  he  wedded  Grace  E.  Lang,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Lang,  of  Racine. 
By  the  first  marriage  he  had  a  son,  Milton  W.,  now  general  sales  manager  of 
the  Racine  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Company.  Fraternally  Mr.  Everett  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Beloit,  with  the  Elks  and  with  the  Woodmen.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  again  in  that  connec- 
tion he  has  attained  to  leadership.  He  was  elected  to  the  state  assembly  in 
1912  and  to  the  state  senate  in  1914,  receiving  six  thousand  and  twenty-seven 
votes  as  against  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  cast  for  his 
nearest  competitor,  the  democratic  candidate.  He  was  instrumental  in  secur- 
ing the  passage  of  several  bills  which  are  of  great  benefit  to  the  state  and 
he  did  much  in  shaping  wise  legislation  at  that  period.  It  does  not  argue  that 
because  he  is  so  deeply  interested  in  agriculture  and  everything  that  relates  to 
the  welfare  of  the  farmer  that  he  is  not  actively  interested  in  other  matters, 
for  he  gives  the  most  careful  consideration  to  all  questions  which  come  up 
for  settlement  and  his  influence  can  always  be  counted  upon  on  the  side  of 
progress  and  improvement.  He  is  perhaps  the  best  known  representative  of 
agricultural  interests  in  Wisconsin^  today  and  no  better  indication  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  man,  his  nature,  his  purpose  and  his  ideals  can  be  given  than  by 
quoting  an  article  which  was  published  in  the  pj'esent  year,  as  follows : 

**It  was  a  cool  June  day,  back  in  1910,  when  we  stood  on  the  top  of  the 
Singer  building  in  New  York,  Mr.  Everett  and  I,  looking  out  over  that  great 
network  of  streets  which  makes  up  New  York  city,  and  then  off  in  the  other 
direction,  across  the  river  And  narrows  out  into  the  broad  Atlantic.  I,  the 
easterner,  was  taking  a  product  of  Wisconsin  around  my  *farm,'  and  he,  men- 
tally, instead  of  measuring  buildings  in  height  or  area,  saw  evidently  only  just 
so  much  possibility  for  prosperous  agriculture,  were  it  land ;  and  just  so  many 
head  of  dairy  cows  were  those  little  dots  walking  on  the  street  below. 
We  stood  for  a  long  while  just  drinking  in  the  weird  scene,  wondering  as 
one  does  when  he  sees  New  York  from  such  a  height,  just  why  people  will 
live  that  way  and  how  they  can  exist  without  the  jjreen  of  a  hill  or  two  to 
relieve  the  gray  of  high  stone  buildings.  Then  'C.  H.'  broke  the  silence  by  a 
characteristic,  yet  to  me,  strange  remark.  *With  all  your  millions,*  he  said, 
*with  all  this  great  evidence  of  amassed  power  and  wealth,  without  wishing 
to  reflect  even  upon  the  attractiveness  of  your  surroundings  for  you — Me  for 
Wisconsin.'  And  so  it  went,  everything  from  Harlem  to  the  Battery  he 
reveled  in  as  to  its  satisfying  immediate  pleasure  and  wonderment.  But  when 
it  was  all  over  and  he  stood  on  the  platform  of  the  train,  headed  west,  only 
then  did  I  observe  true  contentment  and  relief  from  the  tired  strain.  He  was 
on  his  way  back  to  his  'beloved'  Wisconsin. 

"In  later  years  when  I  came  to  know  Mr.  Everett  and  Wisconsin  better, 
I  could  appreciate  that  deep  longing  for  the  peaceful  companionship  of  our 
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wonderful  green  hills  and  sparkling  water.  It  was  then,  too,  that  I  also 
learned  to  call  him  'Unk/  'dear  old  Unk,'  if  you  will  For  although  he  has 
by  his  achievement  in  legislative  activities  well  earned  the  title  of  'Honor- 
able,' it  is  as  'Unk'  he  prefers  to  be  known,  and  as  *Unk'  that  his  intimate 
friends  know  him.  Uncle  to  us  all,  old  or  young  alike,  a  true  friend,  a  clear 
thinker,  harboring  no  resentment  toward  anyone,  expecting  only  fair  play, 
yet  with  it  all,  that  forcefully  quiet  plodding  toward  the  goal  he  set  years 
ago— to  do  something  for  his  state  and  his  first  love,  the  farmers  of  Wis- 
consin. 

"Few  citizens  of  the  town  of  Turtle,  Bock  county,  remember  probably 
as  far  back  as  March  22,  1855.  It  is  a  good  many  years  and  Charlie,  the 
little  Everett  boy,  was  nothing  unusual,  as  boys  go.  As  he  grew  up  he  helped 
his  father  on  the  farm  and  probably  looked  for  left-handed  monkey  wrenches 
and  attempted  to  milk  the  cow  from  the  wrong  side,  just  as  most  of  us  did 
when  we  were  young.  But  even  at  that  early  age  Charles  took  a  keen  interest 
in  farming.  He  only  had  a  common  school  education,  but  it  seemed  ample, 
for  his  active  mind  demanded  knowledge,  and  when  he  could  find  no  one  to 
give  him  facts  he  hunted  authorities  in  books.  This  constant  seeking  for  the 
truth  made  him  an  indefatigable  reader,  and  even  today  with  a  multitude  of 
responsibilities,  he  can  be  seen  almost  any  night  he  is  in  town,  sitting  in  his 
easy  chair,  the  gleam  of  the  reading  lamp  shining  out  on  the  midnight  dark- 
ness as  page  after  page  is  put  behind  him. 

"Beaching  his  majority,  Mr.  Everett  started  farming  for  himself,  special- 
izing in  live  stock  and  breeding,  as  most  farmers  of  Wisconsin  do,  but  even  then 
his  desire  to  see  better  conditions  on  the  farms  of  his  state  and  his  interest 
in  farming  generally,  could  not  be  satisfied  by  centralized  activities — ^he  must 
broaden  by  taking  on  Institute  work.  So  for  fifteen  years,  and  until  he  be- 
came editor  of  The  Wisconsin  Agriculturist,  he  lectured  before  the  Wiscon- 
sin Farmers'  Institute.  Travel  wasn't  easy  then  and  many  a  cold  journey  he 
made  in  poorly  heated  cars  or  across  the  icy  country  behind  a  friendly  far- 
mer's team.  The  need  for  men  who  would  carry  the  teaching  of  modem 
agriculture  abroad  seemed  constant,  and  the  demand  made  on  his  time  as  a 
lecturer  soon  prevented  his  giving  the  proper  attention  to  his  farm,  so  he 
sold  that  in  1895  to  take  up  his  duties  as  an  agricultural  editor. 

"Few  who  have  not  studied  farm  paper  publishing  first  hand  can  thor- 
oughly appreciate  just  what  attributes  make  for  perfect  editorship.  Did  one 
ask  me  to  name  the  combined  elements  I  would  say,  'emulate  Unk  Everett.' 
He  never  gets  flustered  or  carried  away  by  clever  argument  on  the  part  of  a 
pretender.  The  new-fangled  farm  stunts  all  have  to  pass  his  exacting  exam- 
ination for  practicability  before  they  receive  his  indorsement,  and  behind  the 
whole,  there  lies  that  charm  of  character  which  is  only  given  to  act  or  writing 
by  a  really  truly  big  man.  I  have  heard  him  refmark  many  times,  when  we 
were  moved  to  say  something  pleasing  about  ourselves  in  the  columns  of  the 
paper,  'Be  careful  now,  boys,  what  we  may  be,  or  why,  matters  not  so  much 
as  that  we  are  what  we  seem  to  be.' 

"Twice  elected  president  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Dairymen's  Association, 
secretary  of  the  state  board  of  agriculture,  and  member  of  the  board  for  fif- 
teen years,  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Live  Stock  Sanitary  Board,  and  then 
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successively  state  assemblyman  and  senator,  Mr.  Everett's  public  services  for 
his  native  state  seemed  to  multiply  with  his  age.  But  he  is  still  hale  and 
hearty  and  as  interested  as  ever.  Say  'agriculture'  to  him  and  his  face 
brightens — add  *  Wisconsin,'  and  the  friendly  gleam  broadens  into  an  inten- 
sive appreciable  expression.  The  master  mind  moves  quickly  and  the  listener 
is  charmed  by  a  flow  of  simple  but  forceful  English  and  a  recitation  which 
stamps  the  narrator  as  a  leader  in  his  chosen  work." 


JAMES  CAPE,  SR. 


In  taking  up  the  history  of  James  Cape,  Sr.,  we  present  to  our  readers  the 
life  record  of  a  substantial  citizen  whose  well  directed  efforts  brought- to  him 
all  of  the  success  which  he  enjoyed.  His  was  an  active  and  useful  life  and  his 
record  illustrates  what  can  be  accomplished  when  perseverance  and  determina- 
tion point  out  the  way.  He  was  a  native  of  England,  where  his  parents  lived 
and  died.  He  was  reared  in  that  country,  was  married  there  and  in  1853  came 
to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York  city.  He  had  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaking  in  England  and  began  business  along  that  line  in  New  York 
city,  carrying  a  stock  of  shoes  as  well  as  doing  repair  work.  After  about  two 
years  spent  in  that  place  he  removed  westward  to  Delavan,  Wisconsin,  and  a 
short  time  afterward  came  to  Racine.  Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  John 
Beck  and  subsquently  was  employed  by  the  Joseph  Miller  Shoe  Company. 
At  a  later  date  he  was  joined  by  his  sons  in  a  teaming  contracting  business,  in 
which  he  continued  throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  lived  a  life  of 
industry  and  thrift  and  whatever  success  he  achieved  was  attributable  entirely 
to  his  own  efforts.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  democratic  party 
and  at  one  time  he  served  as  supervisor  from  the  first  ward.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  died  in  1909  and  were  laid  to  rest  in  Mound  cemetery. 

In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Cape,  Sr.,  were  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living,  as  follows:  James,  who  is  chief  of  the  fire  department 
of  Racine;  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  widow  of  C.  T.  Williams  and  is  living  in 
Oklahoma  City ;  Charles,  who  is  president  of  the  contracting  firm  composed  of 
the  Cape  brothers ;  Albert  P.,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm ;  and  Benjamin  P., 
who  is  also  connected  with  the  business. 

It  was  in  1910  that  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
James  Cape  &  Sons  Company,  general  contractors.  They  have  made  a  specialty 
of  taking  paving  contracts  and  their  operations  extend  to  various  other  sec- 
tions of  the  state  and  even  beyond  the  borders  of  Wisconsin.  Theirs  is  one 
of  the  important  business  projects  of  Racine  and  the  brothers  rank  high  in 
industrial  circles. 

Albert  P.  Cape,  vice-president  of  the  James  Cape  &  Sons  Company,  was 
bom  in  Racine,  December  16, 1866,  and  attended  school  here.  He  was  married 
in  1894  to  Miss  Louise  Kammerer.  The  second  brother,  Benjamin  P.  Cape, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company,  was  born  in  Racine,  April  23,  1877, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  throughout  his  business  career  has 
been  connected  with  the  contracting  firm.    He  was  married  in  1905  to  Miss 
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Sina  Bislow  and  they  have  four  childrea:  Benjamin  M.,  Ruth,  Donald  and 
Gordon.  Charles  Cape,  president  of  the  James  Cape  &  Sons  Company,  also 
resides  in  Racine.  He  was  educated  here,  married  Mrs.  Mary  Monroe  and  has 
two  children,  Marion  and  Marjorie. 

In  politics  A.  F.  and  B.  P.  Cape  are  stalwart  democrats,  following  in  the 
political  footsteps  of  their  father.  Both  sons  and  father  served  on  the  old 
call  fire  department  for  years,  so  continuing  until  1896,  and  B.  P.  Cape  still 
goes  to  the  fires,  having  his  helmet  and  his  suit  upon  the  wagon,  with  a  bell 
in  his  office  notifying  him  in  case  of  fire. 

The  brothers  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  Benjamin  P.  Cape 
is  identified  with  the  Sons  of  St.  George  and  also  with  the  Elks  and  the  Eagles, 
while  Albert  F.  Cape  is  connected  with  the  Sons  of  St.  George  and  is  also 
a  membcT  of  the  Royal  League.  Both  are  identified  with  the  Firemen's  Relief 
Association.  The  family  has  long  been  represented  in  Racine  and  is  promi- 
nent here.  The  sons  have  followed  the  example  of  their  father,  becoming 
progressive  and  representative  business  men,  and  their  contracting  interests 
are  among  the  most  extensive  and  important  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Their 
plans  are  always  well  formulated  and  carefully  executed  and  they  carry  for- 
ward to  successful  completion  whatever  they  begin. 


ANTONY  MEINHARDT. 

No  history  of  Burlington  would  be  complete  or  satisfactory  were  there 
failure  to  make  prominent  reference  to  Antony  Meinhardt,  who  was  long  a 
leading  and  valued  citizen  and  the  founder  and  promoter  of  the  Meinhardt 
bank,  which  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  one  of  the  strong  financial 
forces  of  this  part  of  the  state.  In  this  locality  the  name  of  Meinhardt  is 
synonymous  with  enterprise,  progress  and  business  stability. 

Antony  Meinhardt  was  bom  in  Cattaraugus,  New  York,  on  the  17th  of 
October,  1830,  and  his  life  record  covered  the  intervening  years  to  the  27th 
of  August,  1891,  when  he  passed  away  in  Burlington.  He  was  a  son  of  Francis 
Meinhardt,  who  was  born  at  Hillgersdorf,  Germany,  June  19,  1801.  Francis 
Meinhardt  was  a  scientist  and  a  man  of  deep  learning  and  broad  culture,  and 
devoted  much  time  to  making  valuable  collections  of  various  kinds  of  spe- 
cimens. He  married  Maria  White,  a  woman  of  education  and  refinement,  and 
in  1838  they  became  residents  of  Burlington.  From  that  time  to  the  present 
the  Meinhardts  have  been  prominently  associated  with  the  business  develop- 
ment and  growth  of  this  city. 

Antony  Meinhardt,  when  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years,  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1849,  crossing  the  continent  in  a  light  wagon.  He  was  accompanied 
by  several  young  men,  including  Samuel  Toombs  and  Samuel  Cooper,  and  they 
made  a  particularly  fast  trip.  Mr.  Meinhardt  spent  six  years  upon  the  Pacific 
coasts  meeting  with  a  moderate  measure  of  success,  and  then,  retracing  his 
steps,  again  took  up  his  abode  in  Burlington,  where  he  purchased  the  store 
which  his  father  had  previously  conducted  and  which  was  located  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington.    Later  he  removed  his  business  to  the 
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opposite  comer,  where  the  store  of  J.  Wein  is  now  found,  and  there  he  con- 
tinued in  active  business  for  a  number  of  years,  winning  a  substantial  measure 
of  success.  At  length  he  retired  from  active  merchandising  and  confined  his  at- 
tention to  investments.  In  January,  1891,  he  established  a  private  bank  with 
which  he  was  connected  until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  27,  1891.  At 
the  time  of  his  demise  the  business  was  taken  up  by  Edward  Brook  and  Eda 
Meinhardt,  who  continued  it  as  a  partnership  until  1897,  when  it  was  organized 
as  a  state  bank  and  since  that  time  all  of  the  stock  has  been  owned  by  the 
Meinhardt  family,  in  possession  of  people  residing  under  the  same  roof.  Mrs. 
Elisa  Meinhardt  was  chosen  president  and  held  the  office  until  succeeded  by 
Albert  Meinhardt  in  1908,  at  that  time  becoming  vice  president. 

Mr.  Meinhardt  was  united  in  marriage  in  1858  to  Miss  Elisa  Biel,  a  native 
of  Prussia,  and  to  them  were  bom  nine  children.  Of  this  family  Dr.  Francis 
W.  Meinhardt  was  long  a  distinguished  and  honored  resident  of  Burlington, 
where  he  had  practiced  dentistry  for  many  years,  continuing  active  in  that 
field  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  December  20,  1912.  He  was 
a  very  public-spirited  man  and  took  an  active  interest  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  work  of  beautifying  this  city  by  planting  trees  on  the  boulevards  and 
otherwise  enhancing  its  adornment.  He  it  was  who  planned  to  erect  the 
Lincoln  monument  at  the  Lincoln  school,  a  bronze  figure  of  heroic  size,  after 
the  original  design  of  George  E.  Ganiere,  the  famous  sculptor.  Death  pre- 
vented him  from  carrying  out  his  plans,  which,  however,  were  taken  up  by 
the  Meinhardt  family,  and  the  Lincoln  monument  is  today  one  of  the  objects 
of  civic  pride  in  Burlington. 

Active  in  the  management  of  the  Meinhardt  bank  is  Albert  Meinhardt,  who 
was  bom  in  Burlington,  August  28,  1869.  He  was  graduated  from  the  high 
school  of  the  city  and  from  Beloit  College  with  the  class  of  1891.  He  then 
entered  his  father's  bank  and  therein  received  his  preliminary  training  along 
that  line.  In  1894  he  opened  the  Bank  of  Antioch,  which  he  conducted  until 
1897,  when  he  returned  to  Burlington  and  is  now  president  of  the  Meinhardt 
bank,  which  is  one  of  the  strong  and  successful  financial  institutions  of  this 
part  of  the  state. 

The  cashier  of  the  Meinhardt  bank  is  Miss  Eda  Meinhardt,  who  has  occupied 
that  position  from  the  establishment  of  the  bank  to  the  present.  A  native  of 
Burlington,  she  pursued  her  elementary  education  in  the  schools  of  this  city 
and  after  completing  the  high  school  course  attended  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin at  Madison.  Later  she  went  to  Nebraska  and  then  entered  the  private 
banking  establishment  of  Renard  &  Wells,  with  whom  she  continued  until 
1891,  there  receiving  her  initial  training  in  the  business  to  which  she  has 
devoted  her  life.  Returning  to  her  native  city  in  1891,  the  year  in  which  the 
Meinhardt  bank  was  established,  she  became  her  father's  associate  in  the 
business,  assuming  the  position  of  cashier,  and  the  success  of  the  institution 
is  attributable  in  large  measure  to  her  ability,  enterprise  and  careful  manage- 
ment. Something  of  the  growth  of  the  business  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  in 
1891  the  dei>osits  amounted  to  only  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  while  in  1916 
they  are  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars.  Perhaps  no  other 
woman  in  the  world  has  a  record  of  twenty-five  years'  service  as  bank  cashier, 
and  her  position  in  banking  circles  is  an  enviable  one.    The  bank  occupies  a 
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building  at  the  comer  of  Chestnut  and  Pine  streets,  which  was  erected  for 
banking  purposes  by  C.  P.  Barnes  in  1847,  and  it  is  today  the  oldest  building 
in  the  state  built  for  a  bank  and  still  used  for  that  purpose.  The  growth  of 
the  bank  has  been  of  a  most  substantial  character  and;  its  record  has  been 
one  of  steady  progress.  Miss  Eda  Meinhardt,  remaining  as  cashier  from  the 
beginning  and  thoroughly  familiar  with  every  branch  of  the  banking  business, 
has  done  much  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  institution. 


JOHN  T.  GITTINGS. 


John  T.  Oittings,  a  well  known  lawyer  of  Union  Grove,  is  giving  particular 
attention  to  the  probating  of  estates  and  has  built  up  a  large  practice  in  that 
line.  He  also  has  extensive  business  interests,  being  secretary  of  The  Green- 
house Company,  which  is  capitalized  for  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  vice 
president  of  the  firm  of  John  Meter  &  Company,  owners  of  a  sauerkraut  fac- 
tory. His  bir^h  occurred  in  Caledonia,  this  county,  August  9,  1870,  and  he  is 
a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Gittings)  Qittings  and  a  grandson  of  William 
Gittings,  of  Utica,  New  York.  The  father,  bom  in  Wales,  came  to  the  states,  and 
in  1855  purchased  land  in  Caledonia  township,  and  soon  afterward  was  joined 
by  his  father  and  the  other  members  of  the  family.  William  Gittings,  Jr., 
devoted  his  active  life  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  gained  a  competence  which 
enabled  him  to  live  retired  during  his  last  years.  He  resided  in  Racine  for 
some  time,  but  his  death  occurred  when  he  was  visiting  in  Wales  in  August, 
1911.  The  family  came  to  America  from  that  country,  but  is  of  English  origin. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Gittings,  Jr.,  were  born  seven  children,  namely: 
Katharine,  the  wife  of  Captain  John  Pugh,  of  Racine;  William  G.,  who  is 
manager  of  the  Gold  Medal  Camp  Furniture  Company  of  Racine ;  Mellie,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Kittinger  and  died  in  South  Dakota  in  1886; 
Christopher  C,  an  attorney  of  Racine ;  Elizabeth,  living  in  Racine ;  John  T., 
and  Ward,  who  is  treasurer  of  the  Gold  Medal  Camp  Furniture  Company. 

John  T.  Gittings  attended  the  district  schools,  the  Racine  high  school,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1889,  and  the  State  University  of  Wisconsin,  in 
which  he  completed  the  law  course  in  1894.  He  began  practice  at  Burlington 
in  partnership  with  George  W.  Waller,  under  the  firm  name  of  Waller  & 
Gittings,  and  three  or  four  years  later  established  a  branch  office  at  Union 
Grove.  His  practice  here  grew  so  rapidly  that  he  decided  to  devote  his  entire 
attention  to  it  and  dissolved  his  connection  with  Mr.  Waller.  He  has  since 
been  alone  in  practice  and  has  gradually  concentrated  his  energies  largely 
upon  probating  estates.  He  knows  thoroughly  all  the  law  relating  to  such 
matters  and  has  gained  a  large  clientage  in  that  field.  He  still  handles  other 
kinds  of  cases,  however,  and  has  been  admitted  to  practice  in  all  the  courts. 
He  is  also  a  director  in  the  State  Bank  of  Union  Grove,  vice  president  of  the 
John  Meter  &  Company  sauerkraut  factory  and  secretary  of  The  Greenhouse 
Company,  which  ships  about  five  thousand  roses  a  day  to  Chicago  and  also 
large  quantities  of  other  flowers.  It  is  capitalized  at  thirty  thousand  dollars 
and  is  one  of  the  important  business  enterprises  of  Union  Grove. 
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Mr.  Gittmgs  was  married  in  1900  to  Miss  Aresteen  Edgoose,  a  native  of 
Union  Grove,  and  to  them  were  bom  two  children,  Elinor  May  and  John  H. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1906  and  in  December,  1910,  Mr.  Gittings  was 
married  to  Miss  Stella  M.  Sears,  who  was  bom  in  Racine  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Martin  Sears,  also  a  native  of  this  county,  who  engaged  in  farming  for  many 
years,  but  was  residing  in  Racine  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mrs.  Gittings  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Appleton  and  Ripon  and  is  a  woman  of  wide 
interests.  She  is  very  active  in  the  work  of  the  Congregational  church  and  is 
now  serving  as  an  ofScer  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

Mr.  Gittings  supports  the  republican  party  when  national  issues  are  at 
stake,  but  at  other  times  votes  independently.  He  has  been  secretary  of  the 
Old  Settlers'  Association  for  several  years  and  is  willing  to  give  of  his  time  and 
energy  to  the  promotion  of  any  project  seeking  the  general  welfare.  Frater- 
nally he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  lodge,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs, 
the  Knights  Templar  Commandery  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, in  which  he  has  held  all  of  the  offices.  He  has  recognized  that  in  the 
professions  as  well  as  in  business  success  depends  primarily  upon  enterprise 
and  industry  and  has  given  most  careful  study  to  his  cases  with  the  result 
that  he  has  gained  high  standing  among  his  brother  attorneys.  He  has  always 
been  successful  in  his  business  undertakings  and  is  generally  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  able  and  progressive  men  of  Union  Grove. 


VHiAS  H.  WHALEY. 


Among  the  well  known  and  prominent  members  of  the  Racine  county  bar 
is  numbered  Vilas  H.  Whaley.  Although  he  is  yet  a  young  man,  he  has  at- 
tained in  the  profession  a  position  which  many  an  older  member  of  the  bar 
might  well  envy.  Mr.  Whaley  was  born  at  Benton,  Wisconsin,  October  28, 
1886,  his  parents  being  Frank  and  Mary  (McDonald)  Whaley,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Benton.  The  former  was  a  son  of  Patrick  Whaley,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  who  in  early  life  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  settling  in 
Lafayette  county,  Wisconsin.  There  he  reared  his  family  and  became  one 
of  its  pioneer  farmers.  After  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  Frank  Whaley 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Benton  and  since  that  time  has  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  business  enterprise  and  development  of  the  town. 
He  has  also  been  interested  in  lead  and  zinc  mining  and  is  still  the  owner 
of  mining  properties, in  Lafayette  county. 

Vilas  H.  Whaley  attended  school  at  Benton  and  also  at  Platteville,  Wiscon- 
sin, entering  the  normal  school  of  the  latter  place,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1906.  In  the  fall  of  1906  he  came  to 
Racine  and  accepted  a  position  as  principal  of  the  Harvey  grammar  school, 
thus  continuing  until  1909.  In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he  matriculated 
in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  graduating  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  June,  1912.  On  the  19th  day  of  June,  1912, 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin 
and  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of 
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Wisconsin.  In  December  of  the  same  year  he  returned  to  Racine,  engaging  in 
the  general  practice  of  law.  Since  that  time  he  has  enjoyed  a  large  and  in- 
creasing clientele  and  has  served  as  court  commissioner  since  1915. 

Mr.  Whaley  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eiiights  of  Columbus  and  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  Politically  Mr.  Whaley  is  a  democrat,  but  in  local  politics  he  maintains 
the  attitude  of  a  non-partisan,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judg- 
ment and  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 


ELLIS  J.  GITTINS. 


Ellis  J.  Gittins,  vice  president  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Com- 
pany, is  a  representative  of  that  class  of  men  whose  life  histories  indicate  the 
opportunities  that  are  before  the  ambitious,  energetic  American  youth.  Start- 
ing upon  his  business  career  in  a  humble  connection  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Thresh- 
ing Machine  Company,  through  the  steps  of  an  orderly  progression  he  has 
advanced  until  he  occupies  the  second  position  in  the  great  corporation,  with 
control  over  its  sales. 

Mr.  Gittins  was  bom  in  Racine  county,  December  13,  1867,  a  son  of  Ellis 
and  Jane  (Gittins)  Gittins,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Wales,  but  in  1842 
he  left  that  little  rock-ribbed  country  to  seek  a  home  in  the  new  world  and 
settled  in  Utica,  New  York.  In  Waterville,  that  state,  he  married  Jane  Gittins, 
who  had  come  with  her  parents  to  the  Uiiited  States  when  twelve  years  of  age. 
After  a  residence  of  about  a  year  in  Utica,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  Gittins,  Sr.,  came 
to  Racine  county  and  settled  upon  a  farm.  The  father  devoted  his  remaining 
days  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  here  passed  away  in  1884.  His  widow 
still  survives  at  the  notable  age  of  ninety  years.  ^ 

Reared  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  Ellis  J.  Gittins  obtained  a  country 
school  education,  supplemented -by  study  in  the  high  school  of  Racine.  He  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  when  on  the  1st  of  December,  1888,  he  became  an  em- 
ploye of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  and,  closely  applying  him- 
self to  the  mastery  of  the  tasks  assigned  him,  he  won  promotion  from  time  to 
tipie  with  its  increasing  responsibilities  but  also  its  increasing  remuneration. 
In  March,  1889,  he  was  sent  to  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  to  take  charge  of  the 
office  work  of  the  branch  house  there  established  and  subsequently  he  was 
^iven  charge  of  the  collection  department.  His  next  transfer  took  him  to 
Lincoln,  Nebraska,  where  he  acted  as  local  manager  for  the  business  for  four 
years.  Subsequently  he  spent  two  years  in  charge  of  the  branch  at  Kansas 
City  and  then  returned  to  Racine  in  1902  as  one  of  the  sales  managers.  His 
next  advancement  brought  him  to  the  position  of  head  sales  manager  and  in 
October,  1915,  he  was  elected  to  the  vice  presidency,  continuing  at  the  same 
time  as  sales  manager.  He  thus  has  active  voice  in  directing  the  policy  of  this 
great  corporation,  the  history  of  which  is  given  at  length  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  He  is  familiar  with  every  branch  of  the  business,  which  he  has 
studied  closely  through  the  twenty-eight  years  of  his  connection  with  the 
house,"  and  therefore  he  is  able  to  plan  ready  adjustment  for  any  difficulty 
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and  find  a  correct  solution  for  problems  that  arise.  It  has  been  said  that  a 
great  corporation  is  not  only  a  maker  of  money  but  a  maker  of  men.  It  is 
the  battle  cry  of  trade  that  arouses  the  spirit  of  the  individual  and  causes  him 
to  put  forth  his  strongest,  best  effort  to  grasp  the  situation  and  come  off  victor 
in  the  strife.  The  Case  Company  gave  to  Mr.  Gittins  his  opportunity,  but  it 
also  found  that  he  was  adequate  to  the  demands  made  upon  him  and  his  con- 
stantly expanding  powers  and  developing  talents  have  brought  him  to  the  sec- 
ond executive  position  in  its  managing  force. 

Mr.  Gittins  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  vital  and  significant  issues  of  the  day,  and  he  has  the  fraternal  spirit  which 
finds  its  exemplification  in  Masonry.  In  that  order  he  has  advanced  through 
both  routes,  proceeding  from  the  lodge  to  the  Knight  Templar  degree  of  the 
York  Rite  and  to  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  consistory,  while  with  the 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  he  has  also  crossed  the  sands  of  the  desert. 


HARRY  W.  APPLE. 


One  of  the  most  prosperous  and  substantial  citizens  of  Norway  township  is 
Harry  W.  Apple,  whose  home  is  on  section  26.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  that  township,  where  his  birth  occurred  June  29,  1875.  His  parents, 
Adam  and  Dorothy  (Eckels)  Apple,  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  former 
bom  in  1839  and  the  latter  in  1849,  They  were  married,  however,  in  Norway 
township,  this  county,  and  continued  to  make  their  home  here  throughout  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  April,  1907,  and  the  mother  in 
February,  1913.  In  1849  the  father  went  to  California  and  after  his  return 
from  the  Pacific  coast,  in  the  '50s,  came  to  Racine  county.  He  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Norway  township,  and  as  time  passed  and  he 
prospered  in  his  undertakings  he  added  to  his  property  from  time  to  time 
until  he  had  three  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  was  very  successful  in  all  his 
undertakings  and  became  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  his  community.  He 
was  quite  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  all  of  the 
town  offices,  serving  a^  chairman  for  a  number  of  terms.  He  was  state  repre- 
sentative for  twelve  or  fourteen  years  and  state  senator  for  two  terms.  His 
political  support  was  given  the  democratic  party  and  he  was  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  attended  the  Methodist  church  and  was  a 
man  highly  honored  and  esteemed  wherever  known.  In  his  family  were  eight 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living:  Ella,  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Blakey,  a  farmer  and  real  estate  dealer  of  Estherville,  Iowa;  Josie,  the  wife 
of  Daniel  Clump,  a  farmer  of  Superior,  Iowa ;  Anna,  a  resident  of  North  Cape, 
Wisconsin ;  Andy,  who  is  conducting  a  grocery  and  meat  market  in  Chicago ; 
Charles,  a  retired  farmer  of  Waterford,  Wisconsin ;  Flora,  a  resident  of  North 
Cape,  and  Harry  W.,  of  this  review. 

Upon  the  home  farm  the  last  named  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  He  began  his  education  in 
the  district  school  and  later  attended  Rochester  Academy.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  gave  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  services  upon  the  home  farm  and 
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since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  has  continuously  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land  which  he 
has  placed  under  excellent  cultivation  and  which,  is  improved  with  a  beau- 
tiful brick  residence  and  splendid  buildings.  This  is  his  father's  old  home- 
stead and  it  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  locality.  Mr.  Apple  follows  dairy- 
ing to  some  extent  and  for  this  purpose  keeps  full  blooded  Durham  cattle. 

In  1905  Mr.  Apple  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  Smith,  a  daughter 
of  John  H.  Smith,  a  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  resident  of  Dover  town- 
ship. To  this  union  four  children  have  been  bom :  Harold,  Boyd,  Alma  and 
Eugene,  all  at  home.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist  church  and  Mr.  Apple 
holds  membership  in  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Waterford.  In  his  political  aflSlia- 
tions  he  is  a  democrat  and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Norway  township. 


JOHN  MARTIN. 


John  Martin,  a  retired  farmer,  living  in  Union  Grove,  holds  title  to  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land  in  the  county  and  is  also  financially  in- 
terested in  The  Greenhouse  and  in  the  Union  Grove  Milling  Company.  A 
native  of  Cornwall,  England,  he  was  bom  on  the  llth  of  August,  1849,  of 
the  marriage  of  Joseph  and  Amy  (Tucker)  Martin,  also  natives  of  that 
country,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming.  In  their  family  were  four 
children,  of  whom  two  survive,  John  and  Joseph,  the  latter  farming  in  Con- 
necticut. The  parents  were  communicants  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  were 
actively  interested  in  its  work.  Both  grandfathers  of  our  subject,  John  Martin 
and  Robert  Tucker,  passed  their  entire  lives  in  England. 

John  Martin  of  this  review  received  a  good  education  in  England  and 
remained  there  until  1868,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States. 
In  September  he  located  at  Union  Grove,  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
began  working  as  a  farm  hand  for  an  uncle.  Subsequently  he  rented  land  for 
a  time  and  later  purchased  a  tract  of  land  to  which  he  added  as  he  could.  He 
now  owns  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all  of  which  is  well  improved  and  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  raised  the  usual  crops  and  also  engaged  in  dairying 
to  a  considerable  extent,  beginning  to  ship  milk  to  Chicago  at  the  time  of  the 
World's  Fair  and  continuing  to  do  so  until  he  retired  from  active  life,  in  1913. 
He  then  built  a  good  residence>  in  Union  Grove,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
He  believes  in  supporting  local  enterprises  and  has  invested  in  The  Green- 
house, of  which  he  is  treasurer,  and  in  the  Union  Grove  Milling  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  president.  Both  of  these  concerns  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition  and  return  good  dividends  to  their  stockholders.  He  is  likewise  a 
director  of  the  Yorkville  and  Mount  Pleasant  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Martin  was  married  on  the  29th  of  March,  1876,  to  Miss  Helen  Monroe, 
a  daughter  of  Donald  and  Helen  (Urquhart)  Monroe,  natives  of  Scotland,  who 
settled  in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  upon  coming  to  the  United  States.  The 
father  followed  the  stonemason's  trade  in  Scotland,  but  after  locating  in  this 
county  homesteaded  government  land.    He  farmed  for  many  years  and  passed 
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away  on  the  home  place  at  an  advanced  age.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Martin,  the  youngest  daughter,  is  a  native  of  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  James  M.,  who  attended  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Madison 
and  who  is  now  farming  in  Dover  township ;  Joseph  H.,  a  graduate  of  Lawrence 
College  at  Appleton  and  now  employed  in  the  First  National  Bank  at  Racine ; 
Arthur  W.,  who  supplemented  his  high  school  education  by  a  commercial 
course  and  is  now  employed  in  a  railroad  office  in  Port  Arthur,  Canada; 
Donald,  who  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  and  of  a  commercial  college 
and  is  operating  his  father's  farm,  and  Mark  H.,  who  graduated  from  high 
school  and  subsequently  attended  commercial  college  and  who  is  now  a  book- 
keeper in  Kenosha. 

Mr.  Martin  is  a  prohibitionist  in  his  political  belief  and  has  taken  quite 
an  active  part  in  public  affairs.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board 
of  Union  Grove  and  is  now  president  of  that  body.  He  and  his  family  belong 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  he  is  filling  the  position  of  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees  and  stewards.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  and  for  a  similar  length  of  time  his  wife 
has  been  secretary  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  He  has  also  given  much  time 
to  educational  matters,  as  for  thirty  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  school  dis- 
trict, during  which  time  he  did  much  to  promote  the  advancement  of  the 
schools.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen.  His  many  admirable 
qualities  have  gained  him  a  host  of  warm  friends  and  he  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Union  Grove. 


JOHN  H.  LIEGLEB. 


John  H.  Liegler,  who  for  fifteen  years  has  engaged  in  law  practice  in 
Racine,  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1899,  has  made  steady  progress  in 
a  profession  where  advancement  depends  entirely  upon  individual  merit, 
effort  and  ability.  Racine  numbers  Mr.  Liegler  among  her  native  sons.  He 
was  bom  March  12, 1874,  his  parents  being  John  and  Fanny  (Pollock)  Liegler. 
The  former  was  a  son  of  John  Liegler,  who  was  bom  in  Bphemia  and  was  of 
French  descent,  the  ancestry  being  traced  back  in  Bohemia  to  the  year  1730. 
It  was  in  1854  that  the  grandfather  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world, 
settling  in  Racine.  He  was  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  speaking  eight 
different  languages.  By  trade  he  was  a  furrier  and  established  one  of  the 
first  houses  of  this  city,  a  business  which  is  still  continued  by  his  son  and 
namesake,  John,  who  has  long  been  prominent  in  business  circles  of  Racine. 
Mrs.  Fanny  Liegler  died  in  June,  1891. 

At  the  usual  age  John  H.  Liegler  became  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of 
Racine,  passing  through  consecutive  grades  to  his  graduation  from  the  high 
school,  after  which  he  attended  McMynn  Academy.  He  afterward  entered 
the  University  of  Wisconsin,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1896.  For 
two  years  thereafter  he  was  a  student  in  the  law  department  of  that  school 
and  for  five  years  served  as  a  clerk  in  the  municipal  court,  which  greatly 
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promoted  his  knowledge  of  legal  principles  and  practice.  At  the  same  time 
he  read  law  and  in  1899  was  admitted  to  the  Wisconsin  bar,  opening  an  office 
in  Racine,  and  has  since  concentrated  his  efforts  upon  his  profession,  in  which 
he  has  made  steady  progress. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1915,  Mr.  Liegler  was  married  to  Miss  Oertmde 
P.  Houser,  of  Colorado.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  democrat  but  the  honors 
and  emoluments  of  office  have  had  no  attraction  for  him.  He  is  identified 
with  various  fraternal  organizations,  including  the  Masons,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Elks,  the  Eagles  and  the  Moose  and  he  closely  adheres  to  the 
beneficent  spirit  which  underlies  those  societies. 


GEORGE  T.  CAYSTILE. 


George  T.  Caystile,  who  has  been  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Carroll 
Coal  Company  since  its  organization  in  1910,  was  bom  in  Sheboygan  Falb. 
Wisconsin,  December  13,  1868,  a  son  of  Robert  and  Hannah  (Nield)  Cay- 
stile. The  father  was  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Man  and  in  his  boyhood  was 
brought  to  the  United  States,  after  which  he  learned  and  followed  the  mould- 
er's trade.  At  an  early  period  in  the  development  of  Racine  he  removed  west- 
ward to  this  city.  He  married  Hannah  Nield,  a  daughter  of  James  Nield,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  meat  packers  of  Wisconsin  and  at  one  time  conducted  a 
prospered  as  the  years  passed  on  and  later  he  retired  from  that  field  of  activ- 
ity, turning  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  At  a  subsequent  date,  how- 
ever,  Mr.  Nield  again  took  up  his  abode  in  Racine,  where  he  lived  retired 
from  active  business  cares  throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  was,  however, 
retail  meat  market  on  Main  street  in  Racine.  Mr.  Nield 's  business  affairs 
a  prominent  factor  in  the  building  operations  which  brought  about  the  de- 
velopment of  the  northwestern  part  of  Racine  and  in  many  ways  was  closely 
connected  with  the  progress  and  improvement  of  city  and  county.  Robert 
Caystile  served  throughout  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  at  Sheboygan  Falls. 
Wisconsin,  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
with  which  command  he  rendered  signal  service  to  his  country  in  defending 
the  Union.  He  died  at  Racine,  December  8.  1886,  and  Mrs.  Caystile  is  still 
living,  being  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the  city. 

Although  bom  in  Sheboygan  Falls,  George  T.  Caystile  has  8i>ent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Racine  and  is  indebted  to  its  public  school  system 
for  the  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed.  His  textbooks,  however,  were 
put  aside  when  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  for  at  that  time  he 
became  an  employe  of  the  firm  of  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Company,  dealers  in  coal. 
He  has  since  been  connected  with  the  business,  covering  a  period  of  more  than 
a  third  of  a  century.  He  has  remained  through  the  various  changes  which 
have  occurred  in  ownership,  and  when  the  Carroll  Coal  Company  was  organ- 
ized, on  the  1st  of  May,  1910,  successors  to  Joseph  C.  Carroll,  he  was  elected 
treasurer  and  manager  and  has  since  been  active  in  directing  the  operations 
of  the  company.  This  is  one  of  the  foremost  enterprises  of  the  kind  in  Racine, 
their  annual  sales  reaching  a  large  figure.     They  deal  in  anthracite   and 
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bituminous  coal,  also  in  coke  and  wood,  and  from  the  beginning  they  have 
conducted  their  business  in  recognition  of  the  policy  that  **  satisfied  customers 
are  the  best  advertisement.'' 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1893,  Mr.  Caystile  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Reid,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  W.  A.  and  Mary  (Nixon)  Reid.  The 
Nixons  were  pioneer  residents  of  this  county  and  secured  government  land 
near  Hood's  Creek,  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caystile  have  been  bom  two  daughters, 
Helen  and  Gteraldine.  Fraternally  Mr.  Caystile  is  an  Elk  and  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Royal  League,  being  advisory  archon 
of  the  latter.  In  politics  he  maintains  a  non-partisan  course  at  local  elections, 
while  at  national  elections  he  votes  with  the  democratic  party.  He  prefers 
that  his  duties  of  citizenship  shall  be  done  as  a  private  citizen  rather  than  an 
office  holder  and  since  starting  out  in  business  life  on  his  own  account  has  con- 
centrated his  efforts  upon  his  daily  duties  in  that  connection.  He  has  always 
been  associated  with  the  coal  trade  and  his  knowledge  of  the  business  in 
principle  and  detail  is  comprehensive  and  exact,  while  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
and  laudable  ambition  that  has  ever  actuated  him  has  brought  him  to  the  goal 
of  success. 


THE  CARROLL  COAL  COMPANY. 

The  Carroll  Coal  Company,  one  of  the  foremost  enterprises  of  this  char- 
acter operating  in  Racine,  was  organized  on  the  1st  of  May,  1910,  succeeding 
to  the  business  of  Joseph  C.  Carroll,  who  in  turn  was  the  successor  of  the  firm 
of  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Company,  who  about  1886  embarked  in  the  coal,  coke  and 
wood  business.  The  enterprise  has  since  had  a  continuous  existence  and  the 
trade  has  developed  to  large  proportions.  The  present  officers  of  the  Carroll 
Company  are:  Fred  C.  Best,  president;  Douglas  F.  McKey,  secretary,  and 
George  T.  Caystile,  treasurer  and  manager.  The  yards  and  main  office  are 
situated  at  931  Erie  street,  with  a  branch  office  at  No.  423  Main  street.  The 
yards  cover  about  seventeen  city  lots.  The  company  owns  it  dockage,  receiv- 
ing all  hard  coal  by  boat,  and  other  excellent  shipping  facilities  are  secured 
through  trackage  of  the  Northwestern  and  St.  Paul  railroad  companies.  They 
employ  from  fifteen  to  thirty-five  men  and  have  team  delivery.  Their  business 
has  now  reached  extensive  proportions,  making  theirs  one  of  the  foremost 
commercial  enterprises  of  the  city. 


WILLIAM  J.  HARVEY. 


There  are  few  cities  which  owe  their  existence  to  a  single  manufacturing  or 
industrial  enterprise  but  rather  to  the  aggregation  of  many  business  interests. 
Yet  among  these  there  are  always  some  that  stand  out  prominently  as  most 
potent  factors  in  the  commercial  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  community. 
Such  a  place  in  Racine  circles  is  that  occupied  by  the  Harvey  Spring  Company, 
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of  which  William  J.  Harvey  is  the  president  and  whose  well  defined  efforts 
have  been  a  most  potent  force  in  bringing  about  the  development  and  conse- 
quent success  of  the  concern  of  which  he  is  now  the  directing  head.  He  comes 
from  another  manufacturing  center — ^the  city  of  Leeds,  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
where  his  birth  occurred  June  11, 1846.  His  father,  Thomas  Harvey,  was  bom 
on  the  Isle  of  Guernsey  and  was  a  son  of  John  Harvey,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Cornwall,  England,  where  he  resided  until  a  few  years  after  his  marriage, 
when  he  removed  to  Guernsey,  there  passing  away  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Guille,  came  of  a 
family  whose  members  were  noted  for  longevity.  She  reached  the  age  of 
ninety-nine  years  and  five  months,  while  one  of  her  daughters  attained  the 
remarkable  old  age  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  years,  dying  April  4,  1903, 
while  another  passed  away  at  the  age  of  ninety  years  and  still  another  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine. 

Thomas  Harvey,  the  father  of  William  J.  Harvey,  became  a  merchant  of 
Leeds,  where  he  resided  until  1849,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  fam- 
ily and  established  his  home  in  Racine,  where  for  some  years  he  conducted  a 
planing  mill.  Prior  to  his  death,,  however,  he  retired  from  active  business  and 
spent  his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest.  In  his  native 
country  he  had  married  Jane  Payne,  a  native  of  Jersey,  as  was  her  father, 
Francis  Payne.  Serving  as  justice  of  the  peace,  he  was  known  in  his  locality 
as  Judge  Payne,  and  he  passed  away  in  Jersey  in  old  age.  He  had  married  a 
Miss  Journeaux  and  they  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  including 
the  daughter  Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Harvey.  While  in  his 
native  country  Thomas  Harvey  had  served  as  a  member  of  the  Guernsey 
militia.  Both  were  members  of  the  Church  of  England  and  passed  away  in 
that  faith,  the  latter  in  1860,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years,  and  the  former  in 
1876,  when  in  his  seventy-third  year.  They  had  a  family  of  four  children: 
Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  Bennett,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  but 
is  now  deceased;  Thomas  F.,  who  has  passed  away;  Edward  G.,  living  in  Re- 
public, Washington,  and  William  J. 

The  last  named  was  a  little  lad  of  but  three  summers  when  his  parents  took 
passage  on  the  sailing  vessel  called  The  New  World  and  came  with  their  chil- 
dren to  America,  landing  on  the  eastern  coast  after  a  six  weeks'  voyage.  They 
at  once  made  their  way  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  however,  settling  in 
Racine  county,  and  William  J.  Harvey  was  reared  in  the  village  of  Thompson- 
ville.  There  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  later  became  a  student  in 
Racine  College.  For  twelve  years  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising  in 
Thompsonville  and  then  turned  to  general  agricultural  pursuits,  to  which  he 
devoted  a  similar  period.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  took  up  manufacturing, 
beginning  the  work  of  making  bolster  springs  for  wagons,  and  in  the  inter- 
vening period  he  has  built  up  a  trade  of  large  proportions,  now  manufacturing 
high-grade  vehicle  springs  of  all  kinds.  He  has  a  large  factory  situated  at 
No.  1700  Seventeenth  street  and  employs  a  ^orce  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
workmen.  In  the  beginning  he  did  all  of  the  work  himself  and  the  growth 
of  his  patronage  is  indicated  by  the  number  now  on  the  pay  roll. ,  His  plans 
have  ever  been  carefully  formulated  and  promptly  executed  and  today  his 
output  is  shipped  over  the  entire  United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico,     in 
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addition  to  his  other  interests  he  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Racine. 

In  1871  Mr.  Harvey  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Schickel,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Schickel.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
but  lost  their  first  bom,  Jane,  at  the  age  of  about  three  years.  William,  the 
eldest  son,  who  married  Jane  Briggs,  has  become  interested  in  the  Harvey 
Spring  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  the  secretary  and  treasurer.  Richard  is 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Racine.  Edward  is  superintendent  of  the 
factory.  Harriet  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  Racine  high  school.  Elizabeth 
married  Dr.  Carl  M.  Schwendener,  of  Milwaukee.  Harold  is  in  the  factory. 
Ruth  is  at  home.  Five  of  the  children,  William,  Richard,  Edward,  Harriet 
and  Elizabeth,  are  graduates  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  The  family 
reside  at  No.  2002  Washington  avenue,  where  Mr.  Harvey  erected  a  fine  resi- 
dence, and  in  addition  he  owns  other  real  estate  in  Racine.  He  has  always 
been  interested  in  the  cause  of  education  and  while  living  upon  the  farm 
served  as  clerk  of  the  school  board,  while  for  twenty-two  years  he  has  been  a 
members  of  the  board  of  education  in  Racine.  His  political  allegiance  is  given 
to  the  republican  party  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  both  he  and  his  wife  being  consistent  and  active  members  of 
the  First  Methodist  church  of  Racine.  His  has  been  an  active  and  useful  life 
marked  by  steady  progress  resulting  from  the  wise  utilization  of  his  time,  his 
talents  and  his  opportunities. 


B.  H.  MEYERS. 


B.  H.  Meyers,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  B.  H.  Meyers  Company,  has 
the  oldest  and  largest  business  in  monument  and  tile  work  in  Racine,  the 
steady  development  of  his  trade  bringing  him  a  substantial  income  which 
places  him  among  the  representative  business  men  of  the  city  and  one  whose 
interests  contribute  to  public  prosperity  as  well  as  to  individual  success.  He 
was  born  in  McHenry,  Illinois,  a  son  of  Theodore  and  Susan  Meyers,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  After  coming  to  the  new  world  they  re- 
mained residents  of  Illinois  until  called  to  their  final  rest. 

B.  H.  Meyers  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  state  and  came  to 
Racine  in  1889  after  having  previously  learned  the  marble  cutter's  trade  in 
Illinois.  Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  Mrs.  M.  A.  Paddock,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  a  year  and  then  became  a  partner  in  the  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Paddock  &  Meyers.  This  relation  was  maintained  until  1904,  after 
which  it  became  the  Paddock  &  Meyers  Company.  This  association  was  main- 
tained until  February  27,  1909,  when  the  business  was  reorganized  under  the 
name  of  the  B.  H.  Meyers  Company,  of  which  he  is  the  president  and  treasurer, 
with  Katie  Meyers  as  vice  president  and  Matt  Starke  as  secretary.  In  this 
connection  he  is  engaged  in  the  monument  and  tile  works,  selling  to  the  local 
trade,  and  the  business  is  now  extensive  and  important,  for  the  output  repre- 
sents the.highest  class  of  workmanship  in  that  line. 

In  politics  Mr.  Meyers  is  a  republican  and  for  fourteen  consecutive  years 
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has  served  on  the  election  board.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club 
and  he  stands  for  all  those  things  which  are  most  worth  while  in  the  life  of 
the  community  and  in  the  development  of  the  city.  His  business  career  illus- 
trates what  may  be  accomplished  when  energy  and  determination  point  out  the 
way.  He  has  worked  untiringly,  never  afraid  of  that  laborious  attention  to 
details  which  is  so  necessary  to  success. 


HON.  ELLSWORTH  BURNETT  BELDEN. 

Hon.  Ellsworth  Burnett  Belden  has  carved  his  name  high  on  the  keystone 
of  the  legal  arch  of  Wisconsin.  He  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest 
man  ever  elected  county  judge  in  the  state,  and  in  January,  1902,  he  was 
elected  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  being  then  but  thirty-six  years  of  age.  He 
has  left  the  impress  of  his  individuality  upon  professional,  political  and  busi- 
ness interests  of  county  and  state  and  his  record  at  all  times  has  conferred 
honor  upon  the  district  which  hai  honored  him.  The  early  development  of 
high  ideals,  to  which  he  has  ever  strictly  adhered,  has  made  him  a  successful 
business  man  and  distinguished  judge.  He  was  born  on  the  18th  of  May,  1866, 
in  Rochester,  Racine  county,  his  parents  being  Henry  W.  and  Emily  P. 
(Brown)  Belden,  the  former  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Philo  Belden,  who  at  one  time 
was  state  senator  and  judge  of  Racine  county.  The  family  was  established  in 
this  county  during  the  period  of  its  pioneer  development,  and  Henry  W.  was 
here  bom  in  1840.  With  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  offered  his  services 
to  the  government  in  defence  of  the  Union,  becoming  a  private  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  Promotion,  however,  brought  him  to 
the  rank  of  captain  and  he  was  in  command  of  his  company  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  When  his  military  aid  was  no  longer  needed,  he  became  a  merchant  of 
Milwaukee,  where  he  conducted  a  book  and  stationery  store,  but  after  many 
years  successful  connection  with  the  trade  he  retired  from  business  life.  He 
married  Emily  F.  Brown,  daughter  of  Ezra  Brown,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters :  Ellsworth  B. ;  Gertrude,  the  wife 
of  Byron  R.  Jones  of  Racine;  Ruby  of  Milwaukee;  Charles  E.,  of  Spokane. 
Washington,  and  Robert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Reared  in  Racine  county  Judge  Belden  supplemented  his  public  school 
training  by  a  course  in  the  Rochester  Seminary,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1883.  His  early  training  was  an  initial  step  toward  his  present  judicial- 
position  and  honors  for,  following  his  graduation,  he  became  an  employe  of 
his  grandfather.  Judge  Belden,  in  the  county  court,  there  remaining  until  the 
fall  of  1884  when,  having  decided  upon  the  practice  of  law  as  a  life  work,  he 
matriculated  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison  and  was  graduated 
there  with  the  class  of  1886  and  admitted  to  practice  in  the  supreme  court  of 
the  state  of  Wisconsin  and  the  United  States  court  for  the  western  district 
of  Wisconsin,  being  at  the  time  twenty  years  of  age  and  the  youngest 
alumnus  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  He  then  spent  a  brief  period  in  the 
oflSce  of  the  state  attorney  general  and  later  returned  to  Racine  and  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.    In  April,  1889,  he  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
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majority  county  judge  of  Racine  county,  and  when  Judge  Philo  Belden  died 
in  September,  Judge  E.  B.  Belden  was  appointed  his  successor  to  serve  out 
the  unexpired  term  of  three  months,  his  election  establishing  him  in  the 
position  on  the  1st  of  January,  1890.    A  contemporary  biographer  has  said: 
**This  election  was  a  just  recognition  of  his  ability  and  sterling  traits  of  char- 
acter.   His  popularity  never  waned  through  twelve  years  of  judicial  life,  dur- 
ing which  period  he  came  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  ideal  of  his  fellow  citizens 
as  a  jurist.*'    In  1898  Judge  Belden  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  bar  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.    In  1901  he  was  named  for  the  oflSce 
of  circuit  judge  and  popular  suffrage  established  him  upon  the  bench  of  the 
circuit  court  in  January,  1902.    He  has  since  remained  in  the  position,  having 
been  twice  re-elected  without  opposition,  his  record  being  in  harmony  with  his 
record  as  a  lawyer  and  a  citizen — characterized  by  the  most  faithful  perform- 
ance of  duty  and  by  a  masterful  grasp  of  every  problem  presented  for  solution. 
It  is  stated  that  Judge  Belden 's  record  of  afiSrmances  on  appeal  in  the  supreme 
court  is  unsurpassed  in  the  history  of  the  state.    Devotedly  attached  to  his 
profession,  systematical  and  methodical  in  habit,  sober  and  discreet  in  judg- 
ment, calm  in  temper,  diligent  in  research,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty,  courteous  and  kind  in  demeanor  and  inflexibly  just  on  all  occasions, 
those  qualities  have  enabled  Judge  Belden  to  take  his  rank  among  those  who 
have  held  high  judicial  oflfice  in  the  state.    He  has  held  court  in  practically 
every  county  of  the  state,  having  been  called  to  preside  in  many  important 
trials,  and  it  is  said  that  no  man  has  a  wider  or  more  favorable  acquaintance 
throughout  the  state.    In  April,  1916,  Judge  Belden  received  a  wonderful  en- 
dorsement by  vote  of  the  people  for  membership  in  the  supreme  court  of 
Wisconsin,  but  certain  political  considerations  injected  into  the  campaign 
brought  about  the  election  of  another.    It  is  generally  conceded  by  bar  and 
laity  throughout  the  state  that  higher  judicial  honors  are  in  store  for  him. 
As  a  candidate  for  the  supreme  bench  he  had  the  endorsement  of  the  bar 
associations  of  many  counties  in  the  state  and  his  nomination  papers  were 
signed  by  more  than  fifteen  thousand  electors.    Of  him  it  has  been  written: 
**  Judge  Belden  is  a  thorough  lawyer,  a  tireless  worker,  a  painstaking,  consid- 
erate and  essentially  impartial  judge,  a  dignified,  courteous  and  cordial  gentle- 
man.   Probably  no  man  has  a  wider  personal  acquaintance  or  is  more  highly 
esteemed  by  the  bar  and  the  people.    His  career  has  been  distinctly  judicial, 
has  made  him  broad-minded  and  kept  him  free  from  all  political  bias  and 
factionalism.    His  mature  life  has  been  devoted  to  bijt  one  aim,  that  of  fear- 
lessly discharging  the  judicial  functions  so  confidently  entrusted  to  him  by 
the  people.    During  his  entire  judicial  career  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a 
capable,  conscientious  judge,  before  whom  all  persons  received  the  same  fair, 
kind  and  courteous  treatment,  independent  of  politics,  wealth  or  poverty  of 
litigants,  personality  of  counsel  appearing  in  his  court  and  all  influences  not 
legitimately  arising  out  of  the  case  in  hand.    His  qualifications,  experience, 
personal  character,  broad  viewpoints  of  life,  comprehensive  learning  and  rare 
judicial  temperament,  eminently  equip  him  to  serve  the  people  in  their  highest 
court." 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1900,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Judge  Belden  and 
Miss  Hattie  M.  Raymond,  daughter  of  Hyland  and  Emily  (Poster)  Raymond, 
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of  Racine.  Mrs.  Belden  is  a  member  of  the  Racine  Woman's  Club  and  various 
church  societies,  also  of  the  Young  Woman's  Christian  Association,  and  is  a 
lady  of  innate  culture  and  refinement,  whose  developed  powers  have  given  her 
high  standing  as  an  artist  and  musician,  while  her  tact  makes  her  a  most 
charming  hostess  in  their  attractive  home,  which  has  been  blessed  with  the 
presence  of  two  sons,  Stanley  and  John,  who  are  members  of  the  class  of  1917 
in  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Belden  hold  membership  in 
St.  Luke's  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  junior  warden.  Judge 
Belden  is  also  a  trustee  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital  Association  and  has  been  for 
many  years  president  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  His  work 
in  behalf  of  the  organization  is  notable.  The  public  acknowledges  that  it  is 
largely  through  his  efforts  that  Racine  secured  its  new  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building, 
erected  at  a  cost  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  public  and  even  those 
most  closely  associated  with  him  in  the  work  told  him  that  it  could  not  be 
done,  but  he  never  faltered  in  the  undertaking,  wisely  laid  his  plans,  secured 
the  support  and  co-operation  of  influential  citizens  and  active,  earnest  work- 
ers and  carried  on  the  project  in  the  face  of  difficulties  and  obstacles  until 
these  succumbed  before  his  steady,  unfaltering  purpose  and  the  result  was 
achieved — the  building  standing  today  as  a  monument  to  his  efforts  and  his 
devotion  to  the  welfare  of  young  men.  His  public  work  has  been  very  wide 
in  extent  and  notable  in  its  beneficence.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  visitors 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  a  member  of  the  Racine  public  library  board 
and  a  trustee  of  Racine  College,  and  his  has  been  a  potent  influence  in  support 
of  those*  activities  which  work  for  the  uplift  of  the  individual  and  the  benefit 
of  the  community.  He  belongs  to  Racine  Lodge,  N.  18,  P.  &  A.  M. ;  Orient 
Chapter,  No.  12,  R.  A.  M. ;  Racine  Commandery,  No.  70,  K.  T.,  and  Wisconsin 
Consistory  of  thirty-second  degree  Masons.  He  is  also  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Elks,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  with  the  Chi  Psi  college  fraternity,  having  become  a  member  of 
the  supreme  body  of  nearly  all  of  these.  He  is  connected  with  the  Racine 
Business  Men's  Association  and  is  interested  in  every  phase  of  the  city's  pro- 
gressive development,  his  influence  making  him  a  power  for  good  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  his  entire  life  has  been  passed. 


JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

With  the  industrial  interests  of  Racine  John  Armstrong  is  closely  asso- 
ciated as  the  president  of  the  Holbrook- Armstrong  Company,  manufacturers 
and  jobbers  of  castings.  Racine  numbers  him  among  her  native  sons,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  this  city  in  1859,  his  parents  being  John  and  Susan 
R.  (McNeills)  Armstrong,  who,  in  the  year  1855,  arrived  in  this  city.  The 
father,  a  tinner  by  trade,  was  connected  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine 
Company  for  twenty-five  years  and  thus  the  name  has  long  been  associated 
with  the  industrial  interests  of  Racine. 

Reared  in  his  native  city,  John  Armstrong  obtained  a  public  school  edu- 
cation and  entered  business  circles  as  a  mailing  clerk  in  the  postoffice,  being 
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thus  employed  for  a  few  years.  He  became  connected  with  manufacturing 
interests  as  a  representative  of  the  Hurlbut  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
which  he  was  associated  until  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  account.  In 
1900  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Holbrook- Armstrong  Company,  of 
which  W.  A.  Holbrook  became  president,  with  John  Armstrong  as  the  secre- 
tary. This  association  was  maintained  until  1905,  when  Mr.  Holbrook  dis- 
posed of  his  interests  to  Charles  Mathews  and  C.  6.  Wilcock.  About  1908 
they  sold  out  to  Charles  Buehner,  of  Milwaukee,  who  is  now  vice  president  of 
the  company,  with  Mr.  Armstrong  as  president.  The  company  has  a  large  and 
well  equipped  plant  with  a  capacity  of  thirty  tons  per  day  and  in  addition  to 
manufacturing,  does  a  jobbing  business  in  castings.  The  volume  of  trade  which 
they  have  built  up  has  made  theirs  a  profitable  concern  and  careful  manage- 
ment, unfaltering  enterprise  and  laudable  ambition  have  gained  for  Mr.  Arm- 
strong a  substantial  measure  of  success. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1881,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Armstrong 
and  Miss  Belle  A.  Steckle,  of  Racine,  and  they  have  three  children,  Bessie,  Ed. 
and  Hazel.  Mr.  Armstrong  holds  membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  also  with  the  Christian  Science  church.  In  politics  he  main- 
tains an  independent  course,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  case  with  comparatively  little  regard  to  party  ties. 
His  business  career  has  been  marked  by  steady  progression,  the  steps  of  which 
are  easily  discernible.  He  has  learned  to  take  cognizance  of  and  correctly 
value  not  only  his  own  capacities  and  powers,  but  those  things  which  go  to 
make  up  life's  contracts  and  experiences,  and  in  his  business  career  he  readily 
discriminates  between  the  essential  and  the  non-essential. 


HENRY  C.  MILLER. 


In  pioneer  times  the  Miller  family,  of  which  Henry  C.  Miller  is  a  repre- 
sentative, was  established  in  Racine  and  from  that  date  to  the  present  the 
name  has  figured  prominently  in  connection  with  the  development  of  the  city's 
manufacturing  interests.  Henry  C.  Miller,  now  one  of  the  partners  and  officers 
in  the  J.  Miller  Company,  has  b^en  identified  with  the  shoe  manufacturing 
business  from  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  was  born  in  Racine,  August  27, 
1862,  and  supplemented  his  public  school  course  by  study  in  the  McMynn 
Academy.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  his  father's  shoe  manufac- 
turing establishment,  acquainted  himself  with  the  business  and  worked  his 
way  upward  until  he  became  superintendent  of  the  factory.  Later  changes  in 
the  personnel  of  the  company  have  occurred  and  for  several  years  he  has 
occupied  the  position  of  vice  president,  giving  his  attention  now  to  adminis- 
trative direction  and  executive  control. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1900,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cozie 
Clarke,  a  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Margaret  (Harter)  Clarke,  of  Waukesha, 
Wisconsin,  and  to  them  have  been  bom  four  children:  John  Clarke,  Noel, 
Richard  and  Camille.  The  family  are  communicants  of  the  St.  Rose  Catholic 
church  and  Mr.  Miller  is  identified  also  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.    In 
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politics  he  is  independent,  but  is  interested  in  the  welfare  &nd  progress  of  his 
city  and  for  two  terms  has  served  as  alderman  of  the  second  ward.  He  stands 
for  all  that  is  progressive  in  relation  to  the  individual  and  to  the  community 
and  his  own  course  has  been  marked  by  a  steady  progress  that  indicates  the 
wise  utilisation  of  his  time  and  opportunities. 


WALTER  G.  SHUMWAY. 

Walter  G.  Shumway  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  Raymond  township, 
where  he  still  makes  his  home  and  where  he  was  bom  February  12,  1867. 
He  is  a  son  of  Lyman  and  Mary  (Ellis)  Shumway,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Massachusetts.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Walter  Shumway,  was  also  a 
native  of  New  England  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  Wisconsin, 
arriving  in  Racine  county  in  1838,  long  before  the  admission  of  the  state  into 
the  Union.  The  work  of  improvement  and  development  had  scarcely  been 
begun  in  this  district  and  such  was  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  country 
around  that  even  Chicago  had  been  incorporated  as  a  city  only  the  year  before. 
The  greater  part  of  the  land  was  still  in  possession  of  the  government  and 
Walter  Shumway  purchased  four  hundred  acres  of  such  land,  upon  which  he 
built  a  log  cabin  that  the  family  occupied  for  a  number  of  years.  They  ex- 
perienced all  of  the  hardships  and  privations  of  life  on  the  frontier,  but  their 
industry  and  determination  at  length  brought  changed  and  improved  con- 
ditions. Lyman  Shumway  was  a  young  man  of  about  nineteen  years  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  this  state  and  took  up  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  in  connection  with  his  father.  His  life  thereafter  was  de- 
voted to  the  work  of  tilling  the  soil  and  in  time  substantial  harvests  rewarded 
his  labors,  for  at  all  times  he  displayed  unremitting  industry,  guided  by  sound 
judgment.  He  started  out  with  but  eighty  acres  of  land  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  one  hundred  and  five  acres. 
He  was  well  known  and  well  liked,  his  many  substantial  traits  of  character 
gaining  him  deserved  popularity.  He  held  membership  in  the  Raymond  Con- 
gregational church,  in  which  he  served  as  deacon  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
his  life  was  guided  by  its  teachings.  His  political  views  accorded  with  the 
principles  of  the  republican  party  and  he  held  many  township  offices,  including 
those  of  supervisor  and  treasurer.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded  Mary  Ellis, 
a  daughter  of  Gains  Ellis,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  in  1839  arrived 
in  Raymond  township,  Racine  county,  where  he,  too,  became  a  pioneer,  con- 
tributing to  the  result  which  was  wrought  in  transforming  the  district  from 
a  wild  frontier  region  into  a  most  habitable  section.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyman 
Shumway  were  bom  seven  children,  but  only  two  are  now  living,  Walter  6. 
and  Elbert  L.,  the  latter  also  a  farmer  of  Raymond  township. 

Walter  G.  Shumway  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  began  busi- 
ness life  on  a  farm,  having  previously  had  thorough  training  in  the  best 
methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for  the  crops.  At  an  early  age  he  began 
assisting  his  father  in  the  development  of  the  home  place  and  while  his  father 
was  still  living  he  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land.    At  present  his  holdings 
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comprise  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  large 
bam  and  added  other  substantial  buildings.  His  farm  is  splendidly  improved 
and  gives  evidence  of  his  careful  management  and  wise  supervision.  As  soon 
as  old  enough  he  and  his  brother  took  over  the  business  from  their  father 
and  have  since  carried  on  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  in  addition  to  cultivating 
the  fields  in  the  production  of  the  crops  best  adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate 
Mr.  Shumway  also  engages  in  raising  full  blooded  Holstein  cattle  and  conducts 
a  dairy  business,  making  butter,  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  sale  in  the  local 
market. 

In  1890  occurred  the  marriage  of  Walter  6.  Shumway  and  Miss  Charlotte 
West,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  West,  an  early  settler  of  Raymond  township. 
Three  children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage,  of  whom  two  are  living,  Lynus 
and  Charlotte,  but  the  firstborn,  Lyman  WiUiam,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months. 

The  parents  are  consistent  members  of  the  Congregational  church,  of  which 
Mr.  Shumway  is  one  of  the  directors.  He  votes  with  the  republican  party  and 
is  now  filling  the  oflSce  of  town  clerk.  He  is  not  only  much  interested  in  the 
material  development  but  also  in  the  political,  intellectual,  social  and  moral 
progress  of  the  conmiunity  and  his  influence  is  always  found  on  the  side  of 
right,  progress  and  reform.  He  represents  one  of  the  old  families  of  the  county 
and  has  himself  been  a  resident  of  Raymond  township  for  almost  a  half  cen- 
tury, so  that  he  is  largely  familiar  with  its  history. 


SIMON  M.  REINARDY. 


Simon  M.  Reinardy,  an  enterprising  druggist  of  Burlington,  not  only 
occupies  an  enviable  position  in  business  circles  but  has  also  displayed  marked 
public  spirit  in  his  devotion  to  the  general  good  and  has  been  called  upon  to 
fill  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust  by  his  fellow  townsmen  who  recognize 
his  worth  and  ability.  He  was  born  in  Chicago,  November  18,  1868,  a  son  of 
Peter  and  Margaret  (Bohr)  Reinardy,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  paternal  grandfather  always  remained  in  that  country,  but  the 
maternal  grandfather  came  to  America  in  early  manhood,  bringing  with  him 
his  family.  This  was  in  the  late  '40s  and  he  located  in  Kenosha,  Wisconsin. 
Peter  Reinardy  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  a  young  man  and  established  his 
home  at  Brighton,  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  sign  painting, 
which  he  had  previously  learned  in  his  native  country.  Following  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  M,  Illinois  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  served  throughout  the  period  of  hostilities,  making  an  excellent 
record  in  his  devotion  to  the  country's  need.  He  still  survives  and  now  makes 
his  home  in  Milwaukee. 

Simon  M.  Reinardy  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children.  He  spent 
his  school  days  in  Chicago  and  completed  his  education  as  a  student  in  the 
pharmacy  department  of  the  Northwestern  University  at  Evanston.  Prior  to 
that  time,  however,  he  had  spent  five  years  with  the  firm  of  Prasch  Brothers, 
druggists,  and  in  1889  he  returned  to  Burlington  and  purchased  an  interest 
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in  the  drug  store  of  G.  C.  Denniston.  He  continued  in  that  partnership  until 
1900,  when  he  bought  the  interest  of  the  other  member  of  the  firm  and  carried 
on  business  at  the  original  location  until  1910.  In  the  meantime  the  Prasch 
Brothers  died  and  he  bought  their  stock  of  drugs,  ^^^hlch  he  removed  to  his 
present  location  in  the  Jones  block.  He  has  a^^plendidly  appointed  store, 
carrying  a  large  and  complete  line  of  drugs  an^^iJruggists'  sundries,  and  his 
trade  is  now  extensive  and  gratifying — a  recognition  of  his  honorable  busi- 
ness methods  and  enterprise. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1892,  Mr.  Reinardy  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Reusch- 
lein,  of  Burlington,  a  daughter  of  Prank  Reuschlein,  who  was  born  in  Buden- 
Baden,  Germany.  Theii*  children  were :  Francis  C,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
pharmaceutical  department  of  the  Northwestern  University  and  is  now  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father ;  Charles  J.,  a  student  in  the  dental  department  of  North- 
western University,  and  Eleanor  M.  and  Robert  S.,  who  are  attending  high 
school  in  Burlington.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  October  26,  1900,  and 
in  1902  Mr.  Reinardy  married  her  sister,  Emily  C.  Reuschlein,  by  whom  he 
has  two  sons,  Arthur  LeRoy  and  Everett  Wade. 

Mr.  Reinardy  is  much  interested  in  public  life  and  co-operates  heartily  in 
all  well  devised  plans  and  measures  for  the  general  good.  In  1900  he  was 
elected  county  commissioner  and  served  for  two  years.  In  the  '90s  he  was  a 
member  of  the  village  board  and  in  1900  he  was  one  of  the  three  elected  as 
the  county  poor  agents,  representing  the  western  district  of  Racine  county, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  annually  re-elected,  so  that  he  is  now  serving 
for  the  sixteenth  year.  He  is  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  fire  and  police 
commission  for  the  past  seven  years  and  in  1912  he  was  elected  alderman, 
serving  for  two  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  civil  service  for 
the  first  assembly  district  and  he  is  now  serving  for  the  second  three  year 
term  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  which  indicates  that  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Catholic  church.  Mr.  Reinardy  is  genial  and  pleasant  and  has  many  friends 
who  appreciate  his  social  qualities  and  his  unfeigned  cordiality. 


MORRIS  CARL  MATSEN. 

Morris  Carl  Matsen  is  operating  a  wood  and  coal  business,  with  moving  and 
storage  as  a  department  of  his  undertaking.  His  patronage  has  grown  steadily 
and  today  his  is  one  of  the  important  enterprises  of  this  character  in  Racine. 
Diligence  and  determination  have  been  the  crowning  points  in  the  career  of 
Mr.  Matsen  and  success  has  been  the  legitimate  result  of  his  industry.  He  was 
born  in  Jutland,  Denmark,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1881,  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Anna  M.  (Scriber)  Matsen,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Denmark 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1897,  establishing  their  home  in  Racine, 
where  the  father  died  in  1906. 

The  youthful  days  of  Morris  C.  Matsen  were  spent  under  the  parental  roof 
and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  land.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1898,  when  a  young  man  of  seventeen  years,  and 
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established  his  home  in  Racine,  where  he  learned  the  moulder's  trade.  This 
he  followed  until  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  about  thirteen 
years  ago,  becoming  a  dealer  in  fuel.  He  handles  both  .wood  and  coal  and  he 
also  does  moving,  while  later  he  added  a  storage  department  to  his  business. 
He  started  in  business  in  partnership  with  his  brother  and  from  the  beginning 
their  patronage  has  steadily  increased.  They  now  have  two  offices  and  utilize 
three  trucks  and  five  teams  in  the  conduct  of  their  business,  while  employment 
is  furnished  to  twenty-five  men. 

Eleven  years  ago  Mr.  Matsen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sophie  Nelson, 
a  native  of  Denmark,  and  they  became  parents  of  four  children,  but  lost  a 
daughter,  Elsie.  The  others  are :  Elmer  P.,  Elsie  and  Evelyn,  all  yet  at  home. 
In  polities  Mr.  Matsen  maintains  an  independent  position,  casting  a  non- 
partisan ballot.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  carries  insurance  in  the  New  York  Life 
and  Prudential  Companies  and  throughout  his  entire  career  he  has  been 
actuated  by  the  spirit  of  thrift  and  progress,  manifesting  those  qualities  which 
make  for  progressiveness  in  business  and  in  citizenship. 


ELMER  E.  GITTINS. 


Elmer  E.  Gittins,  a  member  of  the  Racine  bar,  who  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  practice  in  this  city  since  1898,  was  born  in  Caledbnia  township, 
Racine  county,  August  31,  1869,  a  son  of  Ellis  and  Jane  (Gittins)  Gittins,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Wales.  The  paternal  grandfather,  William  Gittins, 
left  that  little  rock-ribbed  country  to  become  a  resident  of  America  and  first 
established  his  home  in  New  York  but  afterward  removed  to  Racine  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  in  1845  he  purchased  a  farm,  spending  his  remaining  days 
thereon.  His  son,  Ellis  Gittins,  was  reared  to  agricultural  life  and  always 
continued  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  work  of  the  fields.  After  attaining 
manhood  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  and  was  thus  engaged  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883.  His  widow  still  survives  at  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety  years  and  enjoys  remarkable  health  and  vigor. 

Elmer  E.  Gittins  obtained  a  public  school  education  in  Caledonia  and  the 
Racine  high  school,  after  which  he 'matriculated  in  the  Wisconsin  University, 
which  conferred  upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  his  graduation  with 
the  class  of  1895.  He  next  entered  the  law  department  of  the  State  University 
and  is  numbered  among  its  alumni  of  1897.  He  then  returned  to  Racine  and 
opened  an  office  in  1898.  His  record  is  in  contradistinction  to  the  old  adage 
that  a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  country,  for  in  the  county 
in  which  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  Mr.  Gittins  hast  won  a  creditable  place 
at  the  bar  and  in  the  general  practice  of  law  has  proven  his  ability  to  cope 
with  intricate  and  involved  legal  problems,  while  the  court  records  indicate 
the  gratifying  success  that  has  attended  him. 

Mr.  Gittins  is  well  known  in  Masonic  circles,  belonging  to  the  lodge,  chap- 
ter, council  and  commandery,  and  he  is  a  past  master  of  Belle  City  Lodge,  No. 
18,  P.  &  A.  M.    He  is  likewise  identified  with  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  he  is  a 
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member  of  the  Cymric  Club  and  of  the  Racine  Commercial  Club.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  has  served  in  some  local 
offices,  being  district  attorney  from  1904  until  1908,  while  at  the  present  time 
he  is  chairman  of  the  fire  and  police  commission.  He  is  interested  in  all  the 
forces  which  work  for  development  and  improvement  in  the  civic  life  of  the 
community  and  has  upheld  as  well  the  political  and  legal  status  of  the  district. 


JOHN  P.  WADEWITZ. 


Broad  and  varied  have  been  the  experiences  which  have  come  to  John  F. 
Wadewitz  because  of  his  extensive  travels.  A  native  of  Germany,  he  spent 
some  time  in  Australia,  while  in  the  year  1850  he  first  arrived  in  Racine. 
Here  he  has  made  his  home  almost  continuously  since,  although  absent  for 
brief  intervals  at  different  periods.  In  1886  he  established  a  trunk  manufac- 
turing business,  which  in  1889  was  incorporated  as  the  Racine  Trunk  Com- 
pany, and  in  this  enterprise  he  has  since  been  financially  interested,  although 
not  active  in  the  management,  for  he  is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest,  hav- 
ing passed  the  eighty-fifth  milestone  on  life's  journey.  He  was  born  in  Sax- 
ony, Germany,  December  30,  1830,  a  son  of  Johan  Gottlob  and  Victoria 
(Schulz)  Wadewitz.  The  father,  who  devoted  his  life  to  the  business  of  mason 
contracting,  died  in  Germany. 

John  P.  Wadewitz  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  that  country 
and  then,  in  1850,  sailed  for  the  new  world,  hoping  to  find  better  business 
opportunities  and  conditions  than  he  believed  existed  in  the  fatherland.  He 
spent  a  brief  time  in  Port  Washington,  Wisconsin,  and  in  April,  1850,  came  to 
Racine.  He  did  his  first  work  here  in  a  brick  yard.  He  had  but  eleven  dollars 
remaining  when  he  reached  Wisconsin  and  his  financial  condition  rendered  it 
imperative  that  he  secure  immediate  employment.  For  a  time  he  worked  at 
chopping  timber  in  the  north  and  he  was  employed  in  various  ways,  scorning 
no  occupation  that  would  yield  him  an  honest  living.  He  had  been  a  resident 
of  Wisconsin  for  only  about  two  years  when,  in  1852,  he  left  the  United 
States  and  went  to  Australia,  where  he  spent  one  year  in  mining  gold.  On  his 
return  trip  he  walked  across  the  isthmus  of  Panama.  The  outward  voyage  had 
been  made  on  a  sailing  vessel  which  was  four  months  in  reaching  the  Aus- 
tralian port.  After  spending  a  year  in  that  country,  however,  Mr.  Wadewitz 
returned  and  has  since  made  his  home  in  Wisconsin,  utilizing  every  oppor- 
tunity to  gain  a  start  in  business  and  working  his  way  upward.  He  settled 
in  Fredonia  township,  where  he  lived  for  eighteen  years,  during  which  period 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  at  the  same  time  was  a  partner  in  the  Hilker 
Brothers  Brick  company.  While  there  residing  he  also  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace.  In  1879  he  established  a  brick  yard  and  the  business 
grew  along  substantial  lines  until  he  became  the  owner  of  three  brick  yards, 
having  one  at  Cedar  Bend,  at  Lake  Shore  and  at  North  Point.  He  continued 
in  the  manufacture  of  brick  until  1888,  when  he  sold  out.  In  1886  he  had 
established  a  trunk  manufacturing  business,  and  in  1889  this  was  incorporated 
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as  the  Racine  Trunk  Company,  with  Mr.  Wadewitz  as  president,  while  two 
sons  BJid  a  daughter  hold  the  other  offices  and  stock. 

Mr.  Wadewitz  was  married  in  1855  to  Miss  Charlotte  Schliche,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  in  1848  came  to  Racine  with  her  parents.  She  died  in 
the  year  1873  and  Mr.  Wadewitz  afterward  wedded  Mrs.  Eatherin  Kissinger, 
who  died  in  1888.  In  the  same  year  Mr.  Wadewitz  returned  to  Germany  on  a 
visit  and  in  1904  made  another  trip  to  his  native  land.  Of  his  five  children, 
all  born  of  the  first  marriage,  two  died  in  infancy,  the  other  being :  Theodore 
C,  now  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles,  California ;  H.  C,  who  is  manager  of  the 
Racine  Trunk  Company,  and  Minnie  A.,  at  home. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  church  and  in  politics  Mr. 
Wadewitz  is  a  republican,  having  given  his  support  to  the  party  since  becom- 
ing a  naturalized  American  citizen.  For  ten  years  he  filled  the  office  of 
supervisor  of  the  third  ward  and  made  a  most  creditable  record  by  the  prompt 
and  faithful  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties,  but  he  has  never  been 
a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking.  His  life  has  been  one  characterized 
by  diligence,  determination  and  industry.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  re- 
gret his  determination  to  come  to  the  new  world,  for  in  the  utilization  of  the 
opportunities  which  came  to  him  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  and 
won  suc(?e8s. 


HERMAN  0.  WADEWITZ. 

Herman  0  Wadewitz,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Trunk  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  also  one  of  the  founders  and  promoters,  has  been  ac- 

Herman  0.  Wadewitz,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Trunk  Com- 
tively  identified  with  this  industry  for  more  than  three  decades  and  has  con- 
tributed much  to  the  success  which  has  made  it  an  important  business  concern 
of  Racine.  He  was  born  in  Port  Washington,  Wisconsin,  July  26, 1865,  a  son  of 
John  P.  Wadewitz,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  With  the  re- 
moval of  the  family  to  Racine  he  obtained  a  public  school  education  here  and 
was  twenty  years  of  age  when  he  started  in  the  trunk  manufacturing  business, 
becoming  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Racine  Trunk  Company,  which  was 
established  April  1, 1885,  by  J.  P.,  T.  C.  and  H.  0.  Wadewitz  and  A.  B.  Angus- 
tine.  Upon  the  incorporation  of  the  business  ten  years  later  he  became  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  and  has  so  continued  to  the  present  time.  Not  only  each 
year  but  also  each  month  and  day  has  brought  him  broader  knowledge  of  the 
business  and  its  opportunities,  and  in  the  line  of  manufacture  the  company  has 
kept  abreast  with  the  tendency  of  the  age  in  making  improvements  which  add 
much  to  facility  and  comfort  in  traveling.  They  put  forth  the  latest  and  best 
that  is  to  be  found  in  trunks  and  traveling  bags  of  every  description  and  the 
excellence  of  their  product  is  demonstrated  in  the  continued  growth  of  their 
patronage,  their  output  being  today  found  in  all  sections  of  the  country. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1902,  Mr.  Wadewitz  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Adeline  Schneider,  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  they  now  have  a  son,  Don- 
ald, bom  May  2,  1904.    Mr.  Wadewitz  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
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port  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party  and  is  conviersaat  with 
the  political  situation  of  the  country  and  the  vital  and  significatit  issues  that 
divide  public  opinion  upon  political  questions.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  religiously  with  the  First  Evangelical  church. 
in  the  work  of  which  he  has  been  active  and  much  interested,  serving  as  a 
trustee  of  the  church  and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 


RACINE  TRUNK  COMPANY. 

Among  the  large  manufacturing  enterprises  of  Racine  which  have  brought 
the  city  to  its  present  position  of  distinction  as  a  great  industrial  and  commer- 
cial center  is  the  Racine  Trunk  Company,  which  has  passed  through  an  era 
of  prosperous  existence  covering  thirty-one  years.  The  company  was  organ- 
ized April  1,  1885,  by  J.  F..  T.  C.  and  H.  0.  Wadew^itz  together  with  A.  B. 
Augustine.  The  business  was  carried  on  under  firm  organization  until  1895, 
when  it  was  incorporated  w^ith  J.  F.  Wadewitz  as  president,  T.  C.  Wadewitz 
as  vice  president  and  Herman  0.  Wadewitz  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  No 
change  has  occurred  since  save  that  Miss  M.  A.  Wadew-itz  has  succeeded  T.  C. 
Wadewitz  in  the  vice  presidency,  the  latter  having  sold  out  in  1901.  The  busi- 
ness was  begun  with  a  force  of  three  or  four  workmen,  the  factory  being  estab- 
lished at  No.  1007  Superior  street  in  a  building  forty  by  eighty  feet.  Since 
that  time  they  have  added  four  buildings  and  now  have  a  plant  two  hundred 
and  eighty  by  eighty  feet,  three  and  four  stories  in  height  and  of  brick  con- 
struction. The  plant  is  operated  with  steam  power  and^  they  manufacture 
trunks,  traveling  bags  and  wood  novelties  of  all  kinds.  Something  of  the  con- 
tinued growth  of  the  business  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  they  have  now 
sixty  employes,  most  of  whom  are  skilled  workmen,  and  they  are  also  repre- 
sented upon  the  road  by  six  or  seven  traveling  salesmen.  They  sell  to  dealers 
and  the  product  goes  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  their  business  now 
amounting  to  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually. 


GEORGE  W.  MILLER. 


The  student  of  history  cannot  carry  his  investigations  far  into  the  records 
of  Racine's  industrial  and  commercial  development  without  learning  that  the 
Miller  family  has  played  an  important  part  in  shaping  the  record  along  that 
line.  George  W.  Miller  is  now  treasurer  of  the  J.  Miller  Company,'  shoe 
manufacturers,  having  one  of  the  impoTi;ant  concerns  of  this  kind  in  the  state. 
He  was  bom  in  Racine.  July  12,  1866,  a  son  of  Joseph  Miller,  founder  and 
promoter  of  the  business,  who  is  mentioned  elsew-here  in  this  work.  He  at- 
tended the  McMynn  Academy  after  mastering  the  elementary  branches  of 
learning  taught  in  the  public  schools,  and  when  he  entered  business  circles  it 
was  as  an  employe  of  his  father  in  the  shoe  manufacturing  business.  He  dis- 
played thoroughness  in  mastering  the  tasks  assigned  him  and  year  by  year, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY  115 

month  by  month  and  day  by  day  he  added  to  his  store  of  knowledge  concern- 
ing the  business,  both  in  the  manufacturing  and  the  distributing  end.  At 
length- he  was  made  secretary  of  the  company  and  is  now  its  treasurer. 

Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Josephine  Thomas,  of  Racine, 
and  their  children  are  Joseph  G.,  Grover  F.  and  Bernard  H.  The  parents  are 
members  Of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Miller  is  also  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Commercial  Club  and  is  interested  in  all  those  forces  which 
work  for  civic  betterment  and  improvement.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has 
been  school  commissioner  and  is  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  advance 
the  interests  of  education.  He  regards  no  detail  of  the  business  as  too  unim- 
portant to  claim  his  attention  and  at  the  same  time  he  gives  due  consideration 
to  the  more  significant  and  vital  problems  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
pany of  which  he  is  noAv  one  of  the  officers: 


WILLIAM  E.  LEWIS. 


Although  William  E.  Lewis  was  long  associated  with  agricultural  interests 
•of  this  county,  he  is  now  residing  retired  in  the  city  of  Racine,  enjoying  a  rest 
which  he  has  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves.  He  has  passed  the  seventy- 
fourth  milestone  on  life's  journey,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Putnam  county. 
New  York,  June  6,  1842,  his  parents  being  Alfred  and  Jane  (Barrett)  Lewis, 
both  of  whom  died  during  the  early  youth  of  their  son,  William.  In  the  year 
1854  William  E.  Lewis,  then  a  youth  of  twelve  years,  and  his  brother,  Alfred 
L.,  came  west  with  Nathan  Howes,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Racine,  who 
became  a  large  property  owner,  having  extensive  interests  in  both  farm  and 
city  real  estate.  He  brought  with  him  three  other  children — Jackson ;  Emeline, 
who  became  the  wife  of  J.  S.  Bouton,  and  Ann. 

The  educational  opportunities  which  William  E.  Lewis  received  were  quite 
limited,  but  he  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons  in  the  school  of  experience. 
He  started  out  in  life  as  a  farm  hand  and  was  thus  employed  until  he  had 
managed  to  save  from  his  earnings,  as  the  result  of  his  industry  and  frugality, 
a  sum  that  enabled  him  to  purchase  sixty  acres  of  land  near  Corliss.  This 
purchase  was  made  in  1872.  To  the  property  he  added  from  time  to  time 
until  he  had  nearly  three  hundred  acres,  which  he  converted  into  a  rich  and 
productive  tract,  bringing  his  fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
developing  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Racine  county.  Year  after  year  he  care- 
fully and  systematically  tilled  the  soil  until  1891,  when  he  sold  that  property, 
although  he  continued  to  reside  at  the  old  home  for  two  or  three  years  longer. 
In  the  fall  of  1896  he  removed  to  Racine  and  rebuilt  the  dwelling  at  No.  1511 
College  avenue,  which  he  now  occupies. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1865,  Mr.  Lewis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emelie  M.  Clemmons,  of  this  county,  a  daughter  of  Ashel  and  Jane  Clemmons. 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York,  whence  they  came  to  Racine  coimty 
in  the  fall  of  1849.  They,  too,  were  farming  people  and  Mr.  Clemmons  met 
with  substantial  success  in  the  conduct  of  his  farm.    Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
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were  bom  five  children :  Laura  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Cooper, 
and  died  in  1893 ;  Edith  A.,  at  home ;  Edward  D.,  who  is  a  resident  farmer  of 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  is  now  serving  as  township  clerk ;  Jennie 
J.,  the  wife  of  F.  H.  Hammill,  assistant  general  superintendent  of  the  North- 
western Railroad  Company,  and  William  E.,  who  follows  farming  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anni- 
versary October  26,  1915. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  republican,  having  supported  the  party  since 
age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He  has  filled  the  oflSce  of 
township  treasurer  and  served  in  other  local  positions,  including  that  of  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Taylor  Orphan  Asylum,  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  is  interested  in  all  those  forces  which  work 
for  the  development  and  improvement  of  the  community  and  uplift  of  the 
people.  His  life  has  ever  been  upright  and  honorable  and  all  who  know  him 
entertain  for  him  warm  regard. 


JOHN  KEARNEY. 


John  Kearney,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Raymond  township,  was  born 
in  Racine  on  the  5th  of  September,  1850,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  Ann 
(Whaley)  Kearney.  The  father  was  bom  in  Rose  Green,  Ireland,  September 
29,  1818,  and  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  crossed  the  Atlantic,  working  in 
New  York  for  a  time.  He  afterward  removed  to  Washtenaw  county,  Mich- 
igan, and  still  later  purchased  an  interest  in  a  milling  company  in  Muskegon, 
Michigan.  The  business  venture  there  met  with  failure,  however,  and  he 
removed  to  Racine.  Willing  to  take  any  work  that  would  yield  him  an  honest 
living,  he  engaged  in  chopping  wood  for  some  time  at  eighteen  cents  per  cord. 
He  afterward  operated  a  farm  on  shares  in  Raymond  township  for  three  years, 
taking  up  his  abode  upon  that  place  in  1853.  He  prospered  during  that  period 
and  on  the  15th  of  January,  1856,  purchased  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land,  thus  becoming  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm.  As  time  passed  success 
continued  to  attend  his  efforts  and  he  became  one  of  the  substantial  residents 
of  his  locality,  his  life  proving  what  may  be  accomplished  when  one  has  the 
will  to  dare  and  to  do,  for  he  started  out  empty  handed  and 'also  faced  disaster 
at  one  point  in  his  career.  His  strenuous  efforts,  however,  overcame  obstacles 
and  diflSculties  and  he  was  well-to-do  when  death  called  him  to  the  home 
beyond.  In  Wisconsin  he  wedded  Mary  Ann  Whaley,  who  was  born  in 
Quebec,  Canada,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom 
eight  are  living:  John,  of  this  review;  Michael,  who  follows  farming  near 
Burlington;  Thomas  M.,  an  attorney  at  Racine;  Mrs.  James  Vyvyan;  Cath- 
erine, living  in  Racine ;  Patrick,  who  is  the  possessor  of  a  handsome  competence 
and  is  living  retired  in  Racine ;  Matt,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness in  Milwaukee,  and  Nora,  also  of  Racine.  The  religious  faith  of  the  family 
is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  to  which  Mr.  Kearney  belonged,  while  his  polit- 
ical allegiance  was  given  to  the  democratic  party. 

To  the  common  school  system  of  Racine  county  John  Kearney  is  indebted 
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for  the  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed.  Since  starting  out  in  life 
on  his  own  account  he  has  continuously  followed  farming  and  at  first  lived 
upon  rented  land  until  his  well  directed  labors l^rought  to  him  suflScient  capital 
to  enable  him  to  purchase  his  present  farm  in  1884.  He  has  since  remodeled 
the  buildings  upon  the  place  and  has  erected  others  and  now  has  a  well  im- 
proved property  of  eighty  acres,  supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences  and 
equipment.  In  addition  he  owns  three  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  in  South 
Dakota  and  his  career  may  indeed  be  said  to  be  a  successful  one.  While 
carrying  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  he  also  does  considerable  dairying 
and  keeps  a  fine  herd  of  pure  blooded  Holstein  cattle.  He  is  also  an  auctioneer 
and  has  successfully  cried  many  sales. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1876,  Mr.  Kearney  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Leonard  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  arc 
living :  Walter,  now  residing  in  Raymond  township ;  Prank,  who  is  connected 
with  the  International  Harvester  Company  at  Huron,  South  Dakota;  Lizzie, 
the  wife  of  William  Cavanaugh,  of  Milwaukee  town ;  Julia,  the  wife  of  Matt 
Foss,  residing  in  Milwaukee  county;  Agnes,  who  is  keeping  house  for  her 
father,  and  John  and  Jimmie,  both  at  home.  The  wife  and  mother  passed 
away  December  11,  1910,  her  death  being  deeply  regretted  by  her  immediate 
household  and  also  by  many  friends. 

Mr.  Kearney  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Luke's  Catholic  church  at  Caledonia 
and  in  politics  is  a  democrat  and  yet  does  not  hesitate  to  cast  an  independent 
ballot  if  he  so  desires.  He  has  served  as  township  treasurer,  but  has  never 
been  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking,  feeling  that  he  can  aid  the 
community  in  other  ways  and  preferring  to  concentrate  his  efforts  and  atten- 
tion upon  his  business  affairs. 


HON.  W.  H.  BELL. 


Hon.  W.  H.  Bell,  whose  operations  in  the  real  estate  field  have  contributed 
much  to  the  development  of  the  city,  has  also  been  prominently  connected 
with  the  upbuilding  of  Racine  through  his  activity  in  the  political  field,  doing 
important  work  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  while  upon  the  legislative 
records  of  the  state  he  has  left  the  impress  of  his  individuality.  A  native  of 
England,  he  was  bom  in  Liverpool  on  the  8th  of  August,  1863,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Ellen  (Rush ton)  Bell.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Dumfriesshire, 
Scotland,  and  after  removing  to  England  was  married  in  Liverpool.  He  con- 
tinued his  residence  in  that  country  imtil  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
twelve  years  ago,  and  his  wife  passed  away  about  nine  years  ago. 

Reared  in  his  native  city,  W.  H.  Bell  there  attended  the  public  schools 
until  1880,  when  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world  and  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  settling  in  Racine.  Here  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company,  with  which  he  continued  from 
1881  until  1889.  He  was  afterward  with  the  Racine  Hardware  Company  until 
1892,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  business.  In  this  field  he 
has  since  operated.    He  largely  handles  his  own  property  and  he  has  opened 
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up  the  Hamilton  addition,  making  this  one  of  the  attractive  residence  districts 
of  the  city.  He  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  property  values,  knows  what  is 
upon  the  market  and  his  wise  investment  has  enabled  him  to  make  profitable 
sales.  He  is  also  one  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  City  Bank  and  was  for- 
merly a  director  of  the  Manufacturers  Bank.  He  has  led  a  most  active  life, 
fruitful  of  good  results,  his  labors  having  been  crowned  with  a  very  desirable 
measure  of  prosperity. 

That  Mr.  Bell  is  recognized  as  a  man  worthy  of  marked  trust  and  confi- 
dence is  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  has  frequently  been  called  upon  to  act  as 
guardian  or  as  trustee  of  important  interests.  In  politics  he  is  a  most  earnest 
and  loyal  republican.  In  1902  he  was  appointed  public  administrator  of  Racine 
county  and  served  in  that  connection  until  1915.  In  1905  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  and  was  again  chosen  to  represent  his  district  in  the  general 
assembly  in  1907  and  1911.  He  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Racine  from 
1902  until  1915  and  exercised  his  official  prerogatives  in  support  of  many  meas- 
ures that  have  been  of  direct  benefit  and  value  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  all  of  its  different  branches  and  has 
held  many  offices  in  connection  therewith.  Reared  in  the  Episcopal  faith,  he  still 
attends  the  services  of  that  church.  An  analyzation  of  his  life  shows  that  his 
entire  career  has  been  actuated  by  honorable  purposes  and  dominated  by  the 
spirit  of  advancement.  What  he  has  undertaken  he  has  accomplished,  for  in 
his  vocabulary  there  is  no  such  word  as  fail.  When  one  avenue  of  oppor- 
tunity seems  closed  he  seeks  out  other  paths  that  will  bring  him  to  the  desired 
goal  and  at  all  times  his  business  interests  and  his  public  life  have  measured 
up  to  high  standards. 


RICHARD  w.  Mccracken,  m.  d. 

Among  the  successful  and  progressive  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Racine 
county  is  Dr.  R.  W.  McCracken,  who  has  engaged  in  practice  in  Union  Qrove 
for  a  number  of  years.  His  birth  occurred  in  J)aviess  county,  Indiana,  on  the 
4th  of  February,  1872,  and  his  parents  are  Hiram  and  Sarah  J.  (Williams) 
McCracken,  the  former  born  in  that  county  in  1842  and  the  latter  in.  1843. 
The  father  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  dealing  in  stock  and  through  good 
management  has  gained  financial  independence.  He  is  a  democrat  in  politics. 
The  mother  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church.  They  have  two  children: 
R.  W.  and  J.  0.,  who  has  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  since  1905  and 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Kenosha.  The  history  of  the  McCracken  family 
has  been  traced  back  to  Alexander  McCracken,  whoi  emigrated  from  the  north 
of  Ireland  to  the  United  States  about  1622.  Dr.  McCracken 's  great-grand- 
father, John  McCracken,  who  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  sons  and  two 
daughters,  was  bom  in  the  east  but  removed  to  Indiana  where  he  passed  away. 
His  son,  Richard  McCracken,  was  born  in  Maryland,  in  1787,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  east  and  in  Kentucky,  but  in  1816  became  a  resident  of  Daviess 
county,  Indiana.  He  took  up  various  tracts  of  land  in  that  state,  the  patents 
to  his  farms  being  signed  by  Presidents  Monroe,  Van  Buren  and  Jackson.    The 
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family  homestead  was  entered  on  the  18th  of  August,  1823,  during  the  admin- 
istration of  President  Monroe  and  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family,  being 
owned  by  Hiram  McCracken,  the  Doctor's  father.  The  maternal  grand  par- 
ents, Jacob  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Williams,  were  bom  respectively  in 
Indiana  and  in  Kentucky,  but  both  died  in  Indiana,  the  father's  demise 
occurring  in  1906  when  he  was  eighty-three  years  of  age. 

R.  W.  McCracken  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  after  completing 
the  course  offered  in*  the  high  school  at  Washington,  Indiana,  entered  the  Ken- 
tucky School  of  Medicine  at  Louisville  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1893. 
He  located  for  practice  in  Montgomery,  Indiana,  but  subsequently  removed  to 
Lyons,  Wisconsin,  whence  he  came  to  Union  Grove  in  1896.  He  has  since 
remained  here  and  as  the  years  have  passed  and  his  skill  and  conscientiousness 
have  become  more  widely  known  his  practice  has  increased  rapidly.  He  gives 
his  patients  most  careful  attention  and  has  remained  a  student  of  his  profes- 
sion, keeping  well  informed  as  to  the  new  methods  of  treatment  which  are 
being  worked  out  from  time  to  time.  In  1905  he  took  a  post-graduate  course 
in  Louisville,  Kehtucky,  and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Racine  County 
Medical  Society  of  which  he  served  as  president  several  terms;  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  to  which  he  has  been  a  delegate  a  number  of  times;  and  of 
the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  McCracken  was  married  in  1903  to  Miss  Anne  B.  Wetmore,  who  was 
born  in  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  sons — 
John  W.,  twelve  years  old;  and  Robert  0.,  nine  years  of  age.  The  doctor  is 
a  democrat  in  politics  and  in  1914  made  an  excellent  run  for  election  to  the 
state  senate  but  was  unable  to  overcome  the  large  republican  majority  of 
his  district:  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  in  which  he  has  held  the 
office  of  master,  and  his  wife  is  affiliated  with  the  Episcopal  church.  Both 
are  well  known  and  their  friends  are  many. 


EZRA  R.  BURGESS. 


Ezra  R.  Burgess,  a  member  of  the  Racine  bar,  practicing  as  a  partner  in 
the  law  firm  of  Gittins  &  Burgess,  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  this 
county,  September  13,  1873,  and  is  a  representative  of  an  early  New  England 
family.  His  grandfather  was  Benajer  Burgess,  of  Vermont,  who  in  early  man- 
hood removed  from  the  Green  Mountain  state  to  New  York.  After  residing  there 
for  some  time  he  arrived  in  Southport,  Wisconsin,  in  1836  and  there  operated  a 
sawmill  on  Pike  creek  but  was  not  permitted  to  enjoy  his  new  home,  his  death 
occurring  soon  afterward.  His  son,  Alonzo  Burgess,  was  bom  in  Bennington, 
Vermont,  and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the  Empire  state. 
Following  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  the  west  he  engaged  in  the  brick  manu- 
facturing business  in  Kenosha  and  afterward  located  on  a  farm  in  Kenosha 
county.  At  a  subsequent  date  he  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant  township,  Racine 
county,  where  for  a  number  of  years  he  successfully  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  in  1880  retired  from  active  business  life  and  removed 
to  Racine,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  rest 
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which  hcf  had  tmly  earned  and  richly  deserved.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded 
Mary  A.  Buswell,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  a  daughter  of  Ezra  Buswell, 
of  the  Old  Granite  state,  who  in  the  spring  of  1848  took  up  his  abode  in  Paris 
township,  Kenosha  county,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section  of  Wis- 
consin. The  death  of  Mr.  Buswell  occurred  in  Racine  in  1902,  while  his  widow- 
survived  until  1912. 

Broad  educational  opportunities  were  accorded  Ezra  R.  Burgess,  who  sup- 
plemented public  school  training  by  study  in  the  Wisconsin  State  University  at 
Madison,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
1896.  He  afterward  entered  the  law  department  and  completed  his  course 
there  in  1898.  He  then  opened  an  office  in  Racine  and  has  since  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Gittins  &  Burgess.  His  life  record  stands  in  contradistinction 
to  the  old  adage^  that  a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  country, 
for  in  this  district  in  which  he  has  spent  his  entire  life,  Ezra  R.  Burgess  has 
made  steady  progress  in  his  profession  and  now  occupies  a  position  that  is 
most  creditable  and  enviable,  proving  his  ability  and  its  recognition  on  the 
part  of  his  fellowmen.  While  he  continues  in  the  general  practice  of  law  he 
specializes  to  a  considerable  extent  in  municipal  law. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  1909,  Mr.  Burgess  was  married  to  Miss  Gretchen  A. 
Rickeman,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  George  A.  Rickeman.  She  served  as 
assistant  librarian  at  Racine  from  the  time  the  library  was  established  until 
her  marriage.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  have  been  born  two  children,  Robert 
R.  and  John  S.,  aged  respectively  five  and  two  years. 

Mr.  Burgess  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
His  political  indorsement  has  always  been  given  to  the  republican  party  and 
for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  served  as  city  attorney  of  Racine,  making  an 
excellent  record  in  office  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact  of  his  frequent  re-election 
to  the  position. 


PETER  T.  STOPFEL. 


Peter  T.  Stoffel,  who  for  thirty  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  dry  goods 
trade  in  Racine,  has  contributed  in  large  measure  to  the  substantial  growth 
of  the  business,  which  is  among  the  foremost  enterprises  of  this  character 
in  the  city.  His  course  at  all  times  measures  up  to  high  commercial  standards 
and  he  follows  the  most  modem  methods  of  merchandising,  the  salient  features 
of  his  success  being  unremitting  enterprise,  judicious  advertising  and  hon- 
orable dealing.  Mr.  Stoflfel  was  bom  in  Racine,  July  8, 1864,  a  son  of  Nicholas 
J.  and  Juliana  Maria  (Schmidt)  Stoffel,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many, the  former  of  Neierkirch  and  the  latter  of  Leidneck,  Castellaun,  in  the 
district  of  Koblenz  along  the  Rhine.  In  that  country  they  remained  until  their 
marriage,  and  then,  thinking  to  enjoy  better  opportunities  in  the  new  world, 
they  came  to  the  United  States  in  1851  and  settled  in  Racine.  The  father  was 
a  cooper  by  trade  and  for  a  time  carried  on  business  on  his  own  account,  but 
later  was  connected  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  for  thirty- 
five  years.    Both  he  and  his  wife  have  now  passed  away. 
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Peter  T.  Stoffel  attended  a  parochial  school  cundueted  under  the  auspices 
of  St.  John's  Lutheran  church  and  afterward  became  a  public  school  pupil. 
He  made  his  initial  step  in  the  business  world  as  an  employe  of  the  J.  W. 
Spenee  Jewelry  Company,  with  which  firm  he  remained  for  seven  years,  and 
during  that  time  carefully  saved  his  earnings  until  his  industry  and  economy 
had  brought  him  sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to  engage  in  business  on  his 
own  account.  He  then  embarked  in  the  dry  goods  trade  on  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1887,  in  connection  with  his  brother  Jacob,  who  had  established  a 
store  about  six  years  before.  The  business  was  at  No.  618  State  street  and 
in  1888  a  removal  was  made  to  No.  616  State  street,  where  they  have  since 
been  located.  In  1901  they  opened  a  branch  store  on  the  north  side  of  Racine 
at  No.  527  High  street  and  about  1904  removed  to  their  spacious  new  store, 
put  up  by  themselves,  at  Nos.  612-614  High  street.  The  building  used  as  their 
main  store  is  a  three-story  structure,  twenty-two  by  one  hundred  feet,  in 
which  they  carry  a  general  line  of  dry  goods,  carpets,  linoleums,  etc.  They 
now  have  two  of  the  largest  dry  goods  emporiums  in  Racine,  carrying  a  very 
extensive  line  of  goods,  which  includes  everything  that  the  markets  of  the 
world  aflford  in  their  line.  Their  goods  are  attractively  displayed  and  a  corps 
of  clerks  is  employed  to  wait  upon  the  customers,  giving  them  courteous  treat- 
ment and  attention.  The  business  methods  of  the  house,  too,  are  such  as  will 
bear  the  closest  investigation  and  scrutiny  and  in  presenting  their  goods 
their  word  is  as  good  as  their  bond. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1890,  Mr.  Stoflfel  was  married  to  Miss  Wilhelmina 
Palm,  of  Helenville,  Jeflferson  county,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  Ludwig  and 
Margaret  (Kehrberger)  Palm,  highly  respected  pioneers  of  Wisconsin.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  are :  Esther,  Ruth,  Harold,  Cecelia,  Margaret  and 
Reuel.  The  eldest  daughter  is  married  to  John  Ungrodt  of  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin, who  holds  a  responsible  position  with  the  Second  Ward  Savings  Bank 
of  that  city ;  Harold  is  attending  the  Concordia  College  at  Milwaukee,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  the  others  are  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Stoflfel  and  his  family  are  all  members  of  St.  John's  Lutheran  church 
and  his  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  His  fellow  towns- 
men, appreciative  of  his  worth  and  ability,  have  called  him  to  public  office 
and  for  nine  years  he  served  as  alderman  from  the  Fourth  ward  and  was 
president  of  the  council  for  three  terms.  He  did  very  effective  work  along 
the  line  of  public  progress.  One  of  the  acts  of  his  public  service  was  to  take 
the  cemetery  out  of  old  style  politics  and  place  it  under  the  commission 
form,  which  he  succeeded  in  doing  after  a  persistent  and  indefatigable  eflfort 
covering  two  years,  having  the  assistance  in  this  matter  of  Hon.  A.  J.  Horlick 
who  was  then  mayor.  Today  the  city  has  one  of  the  best  organized  and  regu- 
lated cemeteries  under  commission  control  in  the  country  when  judged  by  its 
financial  condition  and  its  beauty.  Mr.  Stoflfel  is  also  credited  with  most 
earnest  and  eflfective  work  in  support  of  motorizing  the  fire  department.  A\\ 
of  the  diflferent  stations  are  today  supplied  with  motors  save  that  of  Sixteenth 
street,  which  is  to  be  motorized  in  1917  and  which  will  then  place  Racine 
second  to  no  city^  in  the  state  in  its  fire  protection.  Mr.  Stoflfel  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  new  armory  board,  created  in  1916,  serving  in  that  capacity  by 
virtue  of  his  office  as  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  city  council. 
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He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Commercial  Club,  served  on  its  first 
board  of  directors  and  has  been  its  vice  president  for  several  terms.  His 
interest  in  the  public  welfare  is  deep  and  sincere  and  is  manifest  in  many 
t€uigible  efforts  to  advance  the  general  good,  his  labors  resulting  in  public 
benefit-T-a  fact  acknowledged  by  the  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  his 
fellowmen. 


T.  D.  W.  MANCHESTER. 

There  are  few  more  highly  esteemed  men  in  Union  Grove  than  T.  D.  W. 
Manchester,  who  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  here  but  is 
now  living  retired.  He  has  also  been  quite  prominent  in  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  further  entitled  to  recognition  as  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war.  He  was  born  in  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  on  the  18th  of 
October,  1840,  of  the  marriage  of  James  T.  and  Lucy  A.  (Thornton)  Man- 
chester. The  family  has  been  represented  upon  the  American  soil  since  early 
colonial  days,  as  one  Thomas  Manchester  is  known  to  have  been  a  resident  of 
Plymouth  Colony  in  1639.  The  line  of  descent  comes  down  to  T.  D.  W.  Man- 
chester, who  is  the  eighth  generation  born  in  this  country,  through  Elias  Man- 
chester, a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Saratoga  and  when  seventy-four  years  of  age  was  pensioned  by  the  govern- 
ment for  his  services  when  at  the  front.  He  had  fifteen  children,  of  whom  his 
son  Elias  was  the  father  of  James  T.  Manchester.  The  last  named  was  bom 
in  Cayuga  county.  New  York,  in  1815  and  in  1844  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
whence  two  years  later  he  came  with  his  family  to  Racine  county,  Wisconsin. 
He  dealt  in  grain  in  the  city  of  Racine  for  many  years  and  built  up  a  large  and 
lucrative  business.  At  length,  however,  he  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Union 
Grove  where  he  purchased  a  small  farm  and  later  moved  to  Auburn,  New  York, 
in  1864.  There  his  death  occurred  in  1900.  In  early  manhood  he  supported 
the  whig  party  but  after  it  passed  out  of  existence  gave  his  allegiance  to  the 
republican  party.  He  attended  the  Baptist  church,  to  which  his  wife  belonged, 
and  for  years  served  as  leader  of  its  choir.  He  had  a  fine  voice,  was  well 
trained  in  music  and  for  a  long  period  taught  singing.  He  was  married  in 
Cayuga  county.  New  York,  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Thornton,  who  was  born  in  that 
county  in  1815  and  who  passed  away  in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1868. 
They  were  the'  parents  of  eight  children  of  whom  only  two  survive :  T.  D.  W. 
Manchester  and  Mrs.  Miles  Moe,  a  widow  residing  in  Sioux  Rapids,'Iowa.  On 
the  maternal  side  T.  D.  W.  Manchester  is  also  descended  from  Revolutionary 
ancestry  as  his  great-grandfather,  Jesse  Thornton,  fought  in  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence and  while  on  picket  duty  took  the  countersign  from  Benedict  Arnold 
when  he  deserted  from  the  army  at  West  Point.' 

T.  D.  W.  Manchester  attended  the  public  schools  of  Racine,  being  a  member 
of  the  first  class  graduated  from  the  high  school,  and  in  preparation  for  the 
practice  of  law  took  a  course  in  Union  University  at  Albany,  New  York,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  1862.  He  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  New  York  city  but  a  short  time  afterward,  or  on 
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the  14th  of  August,  1862,  went  to  the  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  the 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry.  He  was  made  regimental  commissary 
sergeant  and  served  in  that  position  until  captured  on  the  25th  of  March,  1863, 
at  the  battle  of  Brentwood,  Tennessee,  being  confined  in  prison  until  the  fol- 
lowing July  when  he  was  exchanged  and  returned  to  the  front.  He  was  with 
the  colors  until  the  close  of  hostilities  and  participated  in  the  following  battles : 
Brentwood,  Tennessee ;  Resaca,  (reorgia ;  New  Hope  Church ;  Gulps  Farm ;  Ken- 
nesaw  Mountain ;  Peach  Tree  Creek ;  Brentwood  and  Averysboro.  He  was  also 
with  Sherman  on  his  memorable  march  to  the  sea  and  after  peace  was  con- 
cluded took  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington. 

On  returning  to  civil  life  Mr.  Manchester  came  to  Racine  and  resumed  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  Several  years  later  he  went  to  Salina,  Kansas, 
where  he  practiced  for  some  time,  and  he  also  lived  in  Peru,  Indiana,  for  a 
considerable  period.  In  1902,  however,  he  located  in  Union  Grove  and  has 
since  remained  here.  He  was  very  successful  as  an  attorney,  winning  a  large 
percentage  of  th^  cases  which  he  tried  and  holding  a  high  place  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  professional  brethren,  but  since  1910  he  has  lived  retired.  He  has 
erected  a  comfortable  residence  in  Union  Grove  and  he  also  holds  title  to  one 
himdred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  well  improved  land  in  Racine  county. 

In  1866  Mr.  Manchester  was  married  to  Miss  Permelia  E.  Noble,  who  was 
bom  in  Ives  Grove,  Racine  county,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ira  and  Fannie  M. 
(Hervey)  Noble,  pioneers  of  this  county,  arriving  here  from  New  York  in  1844. 
Mrs.  Noble  had  taught  school  in  the  Empire  state  and  after  coming  here  taught 
in  her  home  as  there  were  no  schoolhouses  at  that  time.  Mr.  Noble  was  well- 
to-do  and  the  family  were  spared  most  of  the  hardships  which  many  of  the 
early  settlers  had  to  endure.  Mrs.  Manchester  was  educated  in  the  Racine 
high  school  and  was  a  woman  of  unusual  refinement  and  culture.  She  passed 
away  in  1905,  leaving  two  children.  Charles  Manchester  was  educated  in  the 
Wayland  Academy  at  Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin,  and  in  Moody  Institute  in  Chi- 
cago and  is  now  a  preacher  of  the  Baptist  faith.  Lucy  E.  attended  the  Wes- 
leyan  University,  completed  a  course  in  elocution  and  oratory  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  and  studied  art  in  the  Cincinnati  Art  Academy  and  the  Chicago  Art 
Institute.    She  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years  but  is  now  at  home. 

Mr.  Manchester  is  a  stanch  republican  in  politics  but  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  for  ofl8ce.  He  was  quite  prominent  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  given  the  secret  work  in  Peru  (Ind.) 
lodge.  He  has  held  all  of  the  chairs  in  the  subordinate  lodge,  and  while  living 
in  Indiana  was  a  delegate  to  the  state  encampment  and  served  in  the  Patri- 
archs Militant  at  Peru,  that  state.  He  is  recognized  as  the  leading  member  of 
the  order  in  Racine  coimty  and  takes  the  keenest  interest  in  everjrthing  relat- 
iing  to  the  work  of  the  organization.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Daughters 
of  Rebekah.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Baptist  and  heartily  supports  the  vari- 
ous activities  of  that  church.  Through  association  with  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  he  keeps  in  touch  with  his  comrades  in  blue  and  the  same  spirit 
of  patriotism  which  led  him  to  enlist  in  the  Union  army  in  the  '60s  has  always 
characterized  him,  finding  expression  in  his  willingness  to  place  the  public  good 
above  his  individual  interest.  He  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  mem- 
ber of  the  Racine  county  bar,  having  been  admitted  to  practice  in  Racine  in 
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1862.  Although  he  is  now  living  retired,  he  keeps  well  infornied  as  to  the 
movements  and  events  which  are  of  special  interest  to  the  profession  and  his 
counsel  and  advice  are  highly  valued  by  the  younger  members  of  the  bar. 


F.  ARTHUR  MOREY. 


Among  those  whose  success  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  entitles 
them  to  representation  as  leading  business  men  of  Racine  is  P.  Arthur  Morey, 
who  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  this  city.  He  is  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  old  families  of  Wisconsin  and  the  lineage  can  be  traced  back  to  Elngland. 
whence  in  1626  three  brothers  of  the  name  sailed  for  the  new  world,  settling 
in  Massachusetts.  One  branch  of  the  family  subsequently  took  the  name  of 
Mowry  and  the  other  the  name  of  Morey. 

Darius  J.  Morey,  the  great-grandfather  of  P.  Arthur  Morey,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  in  early  manhood  took  up  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder, 
afterward  becoming  a  designer  and  architect.  He  became  a  resident  of  Wis- 
consin in  1846  and  passed  away  in  Racine  in  1851,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years.  During  his  early  life  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Marian  Powler,  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  fifty-four  years.  Their  children  numbered  five  daughters  and  two  sons, 
including  John  T.  Morey,  who  was  bom  in  New  York  and  there  married 
Catherine  Styles,  a  daughter  of  John  Styles,  a  native  of  England,  who  was  a 
sergeant  in  the  British  army  and  fought  under  Wellington  at  Waterloo.  Prom 
Montreal,  Canada,  he  removed  to  Morristown,  New  York,  where  he  passed 
away  at  the  notable  old  age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years,  while  his  wife. 
Catherine  (McDonald)  Styles,  attained  the  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  As 
stated,  their  daughter  Catherine  became  the  wife  of  John  T.  Morey  and  to  this 
marriage  were  bom  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  John  T.  Morey  was  a  car- 
penter and  builder  and  in  the  spring  of  1846  became  a  resident  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  whence  he  removed  to  Racine,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  some 
time.  He  afterward  lived  in  Southport  but  later  returned  to  Racine,  con- 
tinuing in  carpenter  work  until  ill  health  caused  him  to  seek  a  change  of  occu- 
pation. He  removed  to  the  Indian  land  in  Waupaca  county,  hoping  that  his 
health  would  be  restored  in  the  outdoor  life  of  the  farm.  However,  he  passed 
away  in  December,  1856,  and  his  wife  died  in  August,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years.    In  religious  faith  they  were  Methodists. 

Their  son,  Darius  J.  Morey,  was  but  three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Wisconsin  and  in  1851  accompanied  his  parents  from 
Racine  to  Waupaca  county,  where  he  went  through  the  usual  experiences  and 
hardships  of  pioneer  life.  He  was  fourteen  years  of  age  before  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  attend  school  even  through  the  winter  sessions  and  in  the  sum- 
mer months  he  was  always  busy  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  In  1861,  when 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  returned  to  Racine  and  spent  the  winter  as  a  high 
school  pupil.  In  the  meantime  he  had  secured  a  teacher's  certificate,  but  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  his  own  support  and  that  of  the  family,  owing  to 
his  father's  death,  compelled  him  to  remain  upon  the  farm  and  give  his  time 
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to  the  work  of  the  fields  and  to  carpentering.    During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted 
on  the  22d  of  August,  1862,  as  a  private  of  Company  C,  First  Wisconsin  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  with  that  command  he  participated  in  several  important  battles, 
including  the  engagement  at  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge.    When 
the  war  was  over  he  returned  to  Racine  and  pursued  a  course  in  a  business 
college,  subsequent  to  which  time  he  accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  with 
the  Fish  Brothers  Wagon  Company.    He  devoted  nearly  twenty-three  years 
to  work  as  an  accountant  and  finally  became  interested  in  the  business,  but 
through  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court  lost  his  entire  investment.    For  sev- 
eral years  afterward  he  was  a  salesman  for  the  Racine  Wagon  &  Carriage 
Company  and  still  later  for  the  Fish  Brothers  Wagon  Company.    A  second 
time  he  bought  an  interest  in  that  business,  which  in  the  meantime  had  been 
reorganized  under  new  management.    Eventually  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  and  during  his  four  years'  service  his  decisions  were  characterized  by 
strict  fairness  and  impartiality.     He  was  always  of  a  studious  nature  and 
obtained  a  fair  knowledge  of  law,  perfecting  himself  in  real  estate,  loan, 
investment  and  insurance  law,  to  which  he  gave  his  attention  on  his  retire- 
ment from  the  justice  court.    In  1900  he  was  joined  by  his  son,  Wallace  S. 
Morey,  and  in  1903  by  F.  Arthur  Morey  under  the  firm  name  of  D.  J.  Morey  & 
Sons,  and  in  that  field  of  activity  Darius  J.  Morey  continued  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Morey  was  a  prominent  Mason,  belonging  to  Belle  City  Lodge,  No.  92, 
P.  &  A.  M. ;  Orient  Chapter,  No.  12,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Racine  Commandery,  No.  7, 
K.  T.,  and  in  all  of  these  branches  of  Masonry  he  held  oflBce.    At  the  time  of 
his  demise  he  was  serving  as  commander  of  Governor  Harvey  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican  party  and  while  he  never 
sought  political  ofBice  he  served  for  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  Racine  board 
of  education  and  was  its  president  for  one  year.    He  and  his  wife  were  devoted 
members  of  the  First  Congregational  church,  in  which  he  served  as  trustee, 
and  in  the  work  of  the  church  they  took  an  active  and  helpful  part.    It  was 
on  the  17th  of  December,  1868,  that  Darius  J.  Morey  wedded  Viola  S.  Packard, 
a  daughter  of  Roswell  and  Susan  (Bird)  Packard.    They  became  the  parents 
of  three  children,  F.  Arthur,  Edith  V.  and  Wallace  S.,  but  the  latter  died  in 
February,  1909,  a  few  months  prior  to  the  demise  of  his  father. 

P.  Arthur  Morey,  one  of  Racine's  native  sons,  was  bom  in  June,  1870,  and 
in  the  acquirement  of  his  education  passed  through  consecutive  grades  of  the 
city  schools  to  his  graduation  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1887.  Still 
further  educational  opportunities  were  accorded  him  in  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin, which  he  attended  for  two  years,  and  when  his  textbooks  were  put 
aside  he  made  his  initial  step  in  the  business  world  as  an  employe  of  the  Fish 
Brothers  Wagon  Company.  He  was  afterward  employed  for  seven  years  by 
the  Racine  Wagon  and  Carriage  Company,  spending  part  of  that  time  as  col- 
lector, and  when  he  severed  that  connection  he  joined  his  father,  who  was 
conducting  a  substantial  real  estate  and  loan  business,  at  which  time  the  firm 
style  of  D.  J.  Morey  &  Sons  was  assumed.  His  brother  was  also  a  partner  in 
the  business,  but  the  death  of  the  brother  a  few  months  before  the  death  of 
the  father  left  F.  Arthur  Morey  as  the  sole  surviving  partner.  He  has  since 
carried  on  the  business  with  good  success,  manifesting  keen  sagacity  and 
insight  into  business  situations  and  gaining  a  large  clientele. 
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It  was  in  1894  that  Mr.  Morey  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  K 
Stephans,  of  Racine,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  a  daughter  and  two 
sons:  Marjorie  J.,  now  a  student  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison; 
Donald  J.,  who  is  attending  the  Racine  high  school,  and  Prank  Arthur,  also 
in  school. 

Mr.  Morey  had  the  inspiring  example  of  his  father  to  guide  him  and  his 
lines  of  life  have  been  cast  in  harmony  with  that  of  his  honored  sire — a  man 
whose  sterling  traits  of  character  commended  him  to  the  confidence,  ^ood 
will  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  P.  Arthur  Morey,  like  his  father,  has 
become  an  exemplary  representative  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to 
Belle  City  Lodge,  No.  92,  P.  &  A.  M. ;  Racine  Commandery,  No.  7,  K.  T. :  the 
Wisconsin  Consistory,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  and  Tripoli  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.. 
the  last  named  being  a  Milwaukee  organization.  He  likewise  belongs  to 
Racine  Lodge,  No.  252,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  and  Racine  Lodge,  K.  P.  He  figures 
prominently  in  connection  with  other  social  activities  of  the  city,  while  in 
business  circles  he  has  made  a  most  commendable  record  as  an  alert,  enter- 
prising business  man,  constantly  watchful  of  opportunities  pointing  to  success 
and  using  every  legitimate  means  for  the  advancement  of  his  interests. 


W.  J.  THEIS. 


W.  J.  Theis  is  a  self-made  man,  who  from  the  age  of  fifteen  years  has  made 
his  home  in  Racine  county  and  through  the  intervening  period  has  been  closely 
associated  with  its  commercial  development.  He  now  resides  in  Raymond 
township  upon  a  farm  which  he  purchased  in  1902.  He  was  born  in  Eberfeld, 
Germany,  September  19,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Miller) 
Theis,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  Germany,  the  former  bom  in  Nassau  in 
1837  and  the  latter  in  Renarode.  Their  family  numbered  ten  children,  of 
whom  two  are  living:  William  J.,  and  Henry,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the 
fruit  business  in  California.  The  father  was  foreman  in  Weber's  planing 
mill  in  Racine  for  many  years  and  is  an  expert  cabinetmaker. 

W.  J.  Theis  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Germany  and  was  a 
youth  of  fifteen  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  the  voyage  across  the 
briny  deep  to  the  new  world.  The  family  at  once  came  to  Racine  county  and 
from  that  time  forward  he  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  for 
he  at  once  began  to  earn  his  living  by  working  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  day. 
He  was  thus  employed  for  about  three  years  and  then  went  to  Racine,  where 
he  secured  a  situation  in  a  factory,  having  previously  learned  the  cabinet- 
maker's trade  in  Germany  under  the  direction  of  his  father.  For  a  time  he 
occupied  a  position  in  a  carriage  factory  and  still  later  secured  a  clerkship 
in  a  hardware  store,  where  he  remained  for  five  and  a  half  years.  Afterward 
he  was  engaged  in  the  saloon  business  in  Racine  for  four  years  and  on  selling 
out  there  he  purchased  his  present  place  in  1902.  He  now  conducts  a  large 
general  store  and  has  an  extensive  trade  and  in  connection  with  his  general 
merchandise  establishment  he  conducts  a  saloon.  His  trade  comes  to  him  from 
a  territory  covering  many  miles. 
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On  the  18th  of  October,  1892,  Mr.  Theis  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine 
Bllis,  who  was  bom  in  Austria,  and  they  have  one  child,  Margaret,  whose 
birth  occurred  September  5,  1894.  The  parents  are  members  of  St.  Luke's 
Catholic  church  at  Caledonia  and  Mr.  Theis  is  now  well  known  in  the  county, 
especially  in  Racine,  and  what  he  has  achieved  is  the  direct  result  of  his  own 
labors,  for  he  started  out  empty-handed  and  by  diligence  and  determination 
has  worked  his  way  upward. 


A.  GARY  JUDD. 


A.  Cary  Judd,  who  has  occupied  various  public  offices,  the  duties  of  which 
he  has  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity,  has  a  most  creditable  record. 
He  was  born  in  Frankfort,  New  York,  April  16,  1850,  a  son  of  George  B.  and 
Margaret  Ann  (Cary)  Judd,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut,  bom  March 
26,  1801,  and  the  latter  born  in  New  York  in  1806.  The  father  came  to  Racine 
in  1856  in  search  of  a  favorable  location,  for  he  desired  to  be<;ome  identified 
with  the  growing  middle  west.  In  March,  1857,  he  brought  his  family  to 
Racine  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  for  which  he  had  previously  pre- 
pared, remaining  an  able  member  of  the  bar  here  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  January  23,  1883.  His  widow  survived  him  for  about  five  years, 
passing  away  January  12,  1888.  George  B.  and  Margaret  Ann  Judd  had  seven 
children,  three  girls  and  four  boys,  of  whom  A.  Cary  was  the  youngest. 

A.  Gary  Judd  supplemented  his  public  school  education  by  study  in  Racine 
college  in  1861  and  1862.  Determining  upon  the  practice  of  law  as  a  life  work, 
he  began  reading  with  his  father  on  the  28th  of  March,  1870,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  June  18,  1872,  before  Justice  William  P.  Lyon.  He  is  today  the 
oldest  representative  of  the  Racine  bar  in  active  practice,  having  for  forty- 
four  years  been  connected  with  the  work  of  the  courts.  In  1874  he  was  made 
court  commissioner  and  occupied  that  position  for  thirty-six  consecutive 
years — a  most  notable  record,  not  only  owing  to  the  length  of  the  term  but  also 
owing  to  the  fidelity  and  capability  with  which  he  met  his  duties.  Since  1910 
he  has  occupied  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  from  1901  until  1903 
he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  public  works,  occupying  that  office  for  two 
years  and  three  months. 

On  the  21st  of  August,  1878,  Mr.  Judd  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ellen  S.  Moon,  of  Racine,  her  pai:ents  being  Joseph  and  Sophia  (Gilbert) 
Moon,  early  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county.  The  father,  who  was  engaged  in 
business  as  a  mason  contractor,  passed  away  in  1908,  but  the  mother  still  sur- 
vives. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  have  been  bom  four  children,  as  follows :  George 
Randall,  an  express  messenger  in  Chicago ;  Everett  C,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six  months,  and  Mabel  Cary  and  Charles  J.,  both  at  home. 

Mr.  Judd  is  independent  in  politics,  with  democratic  tendencies,  and  he 
has  served  as  a  delegate  to  various  democratic  conventions.  Fraternally  he 
is  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while  his  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Judd  is  not  only  the  oldest  lawyer 
of  Racine  in  years  of  continuous  practice  but  has  occupied  the  same  office  for 
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forty-six  years.  It  is  situated  in  what  is  known  as  the  Judd  block,  one  of  the 
first  brick  buildings,  if  not  the  first,  erected  in  Racine.  It  was  purchased  by 
his  father  from  the  Allen  heirs  in  November,  1866,  and  was  purchased  in  1838 
by  Charles  and  Lyman  Smith,  the  former  owner  being  Gordon  S.  Hubbard. 
In  addition  to  this  property  A.  Gary  Judd  has  owned  many  farms  and  other 
real  estate  in  city  and  county  and  has  ever  been  regarded  as  a  progressive  and 
enterprising  business  man  as  well  as  an  able  public  official.  For  fifty-nine 
years  he  has  lived  in  Racine  and  is  familiar  with  every  phase  of  the  city's 
growth  and  development,  his  influence  being  always  given  on  the  side  of 
progress  and  improvement. 


J.  I.  CASE  THRESHING  MACHINE  COMPANY. 

If  there  were  no  other  business  enterprise,  cultural  force,  educational 
institution  or  civic  project  to  have  made  the  name  of  Racine  famous,  the 
mammoth  manufacturing  concern  operated  as  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine 
Company  would  alone  have  accomplished  this,  for  today  wherever  grain  is 
grown  throughout  the  civilized  world  the  products  of  this  great  factory  have 
found  their  way.  The  history  of  this  business  is  in  large  measure  the  history 
of  Racine's  industrial,  commercial  and  financial  development.  It  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  industries  and  remains  today  its  foremost  productive  concern. 
Century  after  century  had  passed  and  yet  man  had  made  practically  no 
change  in  methods  of  agriculture.  While  the  founder  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Thresh- 
ing Machine  Company  never  claimed  to  have  been  the  originator  of  the 
threshing  machine  and  always  willingly  gave  credit  therefor  to  its  inventor,  a 
Scotchman  named  Neikel,  history  nevertheless  establishes  the  fact  that  the 
improvements  which  he  placed  upon  the  original  machine  were  such  as  carried 
it  forward  to  perfection  by  leaps  and  bounds.  The  story  of  the  development 
of  the  threshing  machine  industry  has  been  told  in  a  volume  that  for  literary 
merit  and  artistic  skill  ranks  with  the  best.  From  this  story  we  quote.  ''From 
1787  until  about  1840  the  story  of  the  development  of  the  threshing  machine 
is  but  a  repetition  of  the  history  of  every  great  invention  for  the  world's 
general  good.  While  there  are  always  to  be  found  men  of  advanced  thought, 
who  keep  pace  with  the  times,  and  who  even  anticipate  man's  future  needs, 
the  great  mass  of  the  human  family  moves  slowly — they  cling  to  old  ways 
and  traditions.  Then,  again,  the  earth  was  not  yet  quite  ready  for  the  full 
development  of  mechanical  devices  for  the  harvesting  and  threshing  of  her 
product.  .  .  .  Along  in  the  '40s  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  rapid  ad- 
vancement in  the  field  of  agriculture  called  for  more  modem  ways  and  means 
for  taking  care  of  the  product  of  the  field.  .  .  .  The  threshing  machine  be- 
came a  human  necessity.  The  history  of  the  development  of  the  modern 
threshing  machine  may  therefore  be  said  to  date  from  1840.  To  write  this 
history  is  to  write  the  history  of  the  growth  and  development  of  the  J.  I.  Case 
Threshing  Machine  Company  of  Racine,  Wisconsin.  The  business  was  founded 
by  Jerome  Inman  Case,  who  was  bom  in  Oswego  county.  New  York,  in  1819, 
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In  the  spring  of  1842  he  bought  six  small  threshing  machines,  on  credit,  and 
started  for  the  territory  of  Wisconsin.  He  disposed  of  all  his  machines,  except 
one,  which  he  operated  himself  as  a  thresherman.  In  1844  he  built  his  first 
threshing  machine,  which  embodied  many  ideas  of  his  own,  and  in  doing  so 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  largest  manufacturing  concern  of  its  kind  in  the 
world.  For  a  number  of  years  he  continued  to  do  business  in  a  small  way, 
at  the  close  of  each  year  finding  himself  a  little  in  advance  of  the  previous 
year,  until  in  1863  his  business  had  assumed  such  large  proportions  that  he 
organized  the  firm  of  J.  I.  Case  &  Company,  forming  a  co-partnership  with 
Stephen  Bull,  R.  H.  Baker  and  M.  B.  Erskine.  These  men  formed  an  ideal 
combination  for.the  growth  and  development  of  the  business.**  From  that 
time  forward  the  trade  steadily  expanded.  ''The  year  1897  proved  to  be  the 
beginning  of  a  new  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  company.  The  process  of  de- 
velopment was  gradual,  keeping  pace  with  the  world's  onward  march  of 
progress.  In  1880  the  copartnership  organized  in  1863  was  dissolved,  the 
name  being  changed  to  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  and  so  incor- 
porated. In  1897,  further  to  meet  modem  conditions,  an  entire  change  in  the 
management  of  the  company  was  effected,  younger  men,  many  of  whom  had 
been  trained  for  years  in  the  modem  school  of  business,  assuming  active 
control  of  the  management  of  its  affairs.  The  wisdom  and  wise  business 
policy  of  the  new  management  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  the  nine  years 
prior  to  1906  (when  the  article  was  written)  the  output  of  the  Case  factory 
had  exceeded  the  combined  output  of  more  than  half  a  century  prior  to  that 
time."  With  the  development  of  the  business  many  other  machines  have  been 
invented  and  manufactured  by  the  company,  including  the  Case  steam, 
kerosene  and  gasoline  engines,  while  the  improvements  made  upon  the  Case 
threshing  machine  have  resulted  in  threshing  the  grain  at  the  rate  of  from 
four  to  six  thousand  bushels  per  day.  Such  a  machine  not  only  saves  all  the 
grain  but  also  weighs,  measures  and  delivers  it  into  wagons.  The  time  re- 
quired for  the  sowing,  reaping  and  threshing  of  a  bushel  of  wheat  has  declined 
from  thirty-two  to  two  minutes.  **That  which  required  hours  to  accom- 
plish, at  the  expense  of  the  toil  and  sweat  of  many  men,  is  now  executed  in 
a  few  minutes,  by  few  men,  with  ease  and  comfort,  all  because  the  forces 
of  nature  have  been  scientifically  utilized.  The  Case  separator  of  today  is 
the  crystallization  of  the  inventive  genius  of  many  men,  who  have  worked 
upon  it  for  more  than  four  score  years,  the  expense  running  into  millions  of 
dollars. 

"Today  the  home  plant  at  Racine  covers  about  sixty  acres,  while  more 
ground  is  being  constantly  acquired  and  new  buildings  are  being  erected 
each  year.  The  administration  building  was  commenced  in  1902  and  com- 
pleted in  1904,  the  cost  with  its  equipment  being  nearly  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.** 

The  oflScers  of  the  company  in  the  year  1916  are :  Frank  K.  Bull,  chair- 
man of  the  board ;  Warren  J.  Davis,  president  and  treasurer ;  E.  J.  Gittins,  vice 
president ;  M.  H.  Pettit,  vice  president ;  William  F.  Sawyer,  secretary ;  Stephen 
Bull  II,  assistant  secretary ;  C.  J.  Farney,  assistant  treasurer ;  B.  P.  Howell, 
assistant  treasurer.  The  directors,  all  elected  to  serve  one  year,  are :  Frank 
K.  Bull  Warren  J.  Davis,  E.  J.  Gittins,  M.  H.  Pettit,  William  F.  Sawyer, 
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Stephen  Bull,  Frederick  Robinson,  Francis  L.  Hine,  A.  0.  Choate,  W.  E.  Black 
and  F.  W.  Stevens.  The  company  has  a  vice  president  in  charge  of  sales  and 
four  district  sales  managers,  whose  headquarters  are  at  the  general  offices 
in  Racine.  It  has  eighty  branch  and  sub  branch  houses,  all  under  the  direct 
managem(»nt  of  the  home  office,  sixty-six  in  the  United  States,  scattered  over 
thirty  states,  seven  in  Canada,  one  in  Mexico,  four  in  South  America  and  two 
in  Europe,  where  the  company's  products  are  on  exhibition  and  where  it 
carries  a  stock  of  repair  parts,  extras  and  supplies  for  quick  delivery.  Each 
year  the  general  representatives  in  charge  of  these  branch  houses  meet  at 
the  home  office  for  a  general  conference.  This  meeting  affords  excellent  op- 
portunity for  discussion  of  the  best  ways  and  means  to  promote  the  sales 
of  the  Case  product,  and  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  infuse  in  them  new  enthusi- 
asm, which  they  in  turn  impart  to  the  traveling  salesmen  who  represent  their 
several  territories.  It  is  in  this  splendid  organization  of  the  work  in  every 
department  that  the  success  of  the  Case  Company  lies. 

The  sales  organization  includes  also  a  large  number  of  salaried  traveling 
salesmen,  representing  the  company  in  various  ways  in  their  respective  terri- 
tories. These  salesmen  have  had  large  experience  in  the  sale  of  agricultural 
machines,  with  all  the  mechanical  details  of  wliich  they  are  thoroughly 
familiar.  As  a  rule  they  have  been  in  the  company's  service  many  years,  and 
are  well  and  favorably  known  in  their  respective  communities,  being  in  most 
instances  residents  thereof.  The  fact  that  the  salesmen  are  employed  only 
on  a  salary  basis  tends  to  greater  care  on  their  part  in  their  reports  on  proposed 
credits.  The  sales  organization  is  so  systematized  as  to  permit  close  super- 
vision and  direct  control  from  the  main  executive  offices  at  Racine. 

The  company's  executive  officers  have  grown  up  in  the  business  and  are 
thoroughly  conversant  w  ith  all  its  branches ;  they  have  large  pecuniary  inter- 
ests in  its  welfare ;  they  reside  at  Racine,  and  give  their  entire  time  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company.  The  company  manufactures  and  sells  all-steel  grain- 
tl^reshing  machines  for  threshing  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye,  buckwheat,  clover, 
rice,  seeds,  etc.,  steam  traction  engines  (from  30  to  110  horse-power),  kerosene 
and  gasoline  tractors,  steam  road  rollers,  rock  crushers,  road  graders,  ensilage 
cutters  and  automobiles.  The  Case  gas  tractor  has  already  assumed  the  same 
commanding  position  among  its  competitors  which  has  been  occupied  by  the 
Case  steam  tractor  for  so  many  years.  At  the  recent  power  plowing  contest 
in  connection  with  the  exposition  at  Winnipeg,  the  Case  steam  and  gas  tractors 
accomplished  the  remarkable  record  of  winning  nine  out  of  a  possible  ten 
gold  medals  against  all  competitors,  the  steam  tractor  scoring  the  highest 
number  of  points  in  all  classes.  Its  limited  line  of  automobiles  has  been 
directly  profitable  to  the  company  and  is  a  valuable  addition  to  its  general 
lines,  enabling  the  company  to  utilize  its  sales  organization  to  best  advantage. 

The  steady  increase  of  the  company's  business  is  due  in  part  to  the  extraor- 
dinary precautions  which  have  always  been  taken  to  keep  its  product  up  to  the 
highest  standard  of  quality.  The  company  manufactures  all  its  products  in 
its  own  plants.  Rigid  laboratory  and  other  tests  of  raw  materials  of  course 
are  uniformly  made.  The  trade  name  Case  has  been  before  the  farmers  of 
the  country  in  connection  with  agricultural  implements  for  upwards  of  seventy 
years;  and  the  growth  of  the  business  shows  continued  and  undiminished 
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confidence  in  this  company  and  in  the  machines  which  it  sponsors.  The  main 
plant  of  the  company  at  Racine  is  situated  on  navigable  waters,  having  the 
advantage  of  both  rail  and  lake  transportation  for  the  receipt  of  raw  material 
and  the  distribution  of  finished  products,  both  the  Chicago  &  North- Western 
and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railways  having  switching  facilities. 
The  miiin  plant  occupies  about  forty  acres  of  ground  and  has  more  than  forty 
acres  of  floor  space ;  it  is  well  equipped  and  modern  in  all  respects  and  has 
an  annual  capacity  of  four  thousand  to  four  thousand  five  hundred  threshers, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  steam  engines,  two  hundred  road  rollers,  two 
thousand  gas  tractors,  three  hundred  corn  shredders,  five  hundred  hay  balers 
and  one  thousand  one  hundred  road-making  machines.  In  addition  to  the 
main  plant,  the  company  owns  a  most  desirable  tract  of  land  comprising  one 
hundred  acres,  just  outside  the  city  of  Racine,  upon  which,  during  1912  and 
1913,  suitable  buildings  were  constructed  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  com- 
pany's  main  plant.  The  branch  house  properties  have  an  actual  and  an 
appraised  value  of  about  two  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  During 
the  year  1913,  a  total  of  one  million  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand 
and  twenty  dollars  was  expended  toward  the  erection  of  the  new  plant  above 
mentioned  and  in  additions  and  improvements  to  the  main  works  and  motor 
works. 

To  insure  and  maintain  a  uniform  and  high  standard  of  quality  of  all 
material  that  enters  into  the  Case  product,  the  chemical  and  physical  labora- 
tory was  installed  some  years  ago.  While  at  no  distant  date  the  suggestion 
that  a  department  of  this  kind  should  have  a  place  in  the  organization  of  a 
modern  manufacturing  plant  was  met  with  ridicule,  the  important  advantages 
resulting  from  the  purchase  of  material  under  well  defined  specifications,  and 
requiring  the  material  to  conform  to  certain  conditions  and  tests  therein 
specified,  are  now  generally  conceded.  While  the  purpose  for  which  this 
laboratory  was  installed  has  been  accomplished,  that  of  insuring  a  uniform 
and  high  standard  of  quality  of  raw  and  finished  material  that  enters  into  the 
construction  of  the  Case  product,  the  results  obtained  have  been  found  to 
show  that  it  promotes  economy  in  the  operation  of  the  plant.  A  very  important 
feature  of  this  department  is  the  making  of  specifications  for  raw  material 
and  devising  systematic  tests  for  same.  To  make  a  separate  specification  for 
all  material  required  an  immense  amount  of  testing  and  research  work,  but  it 
has  been  accomplished.  One  of  these  specifications  forms  a  part  of  every 
contract  made  by  the  purchasing  department,  and  on  delivery  of  the  goods, 
if  the  tests  made  in  the  laboratory  show  that  the  delivered  product  falls  short 
of  the  requirements  set  forth  in  these  specifications,  they  are  rejected. 

A  satisfactory  test  on  some  kinds  of  material  can  only  be  obtained  by  means 
of  a  physical  test,  and  in  such  a  case  no  time  is  wasted  on  a  chemical  analysis. 
In  other  cases  an  analysis  is  the  only  thing  necessary,  and  no  physical  test 
is  required  to  determine  the  quality.  For  instance,  in  testing  leather  belting 
no  chemistry  is  needed,  unless  it  is  desired  to  know  the  tannage  or  the  kind 
of  filler  used.  The  physical  test  gives  the  desired  results.  According  to  the 
specifications,  single  belting  must  show  a  tensile  strength  of  not  less  than 
seven  hundred  pounds  per  inch  of  width.  In  the  physical  laboratory  is  to 
be  found  machinery  for  testing  the  tensile  strength,  breaking  strain,  shrinkage, 
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chill  and  fracture  of  cast  iron  and  steel,  this  machine  having  a  capacity  of 
twenty-five  tons.  A  smaller  machine  with  a  capacity  of  six  hundred  pounds 
is  used  for  aetermining  the  tensile  strength  of  wire,  leather,  twine,  paper, 
cotton  duck  and  cloth.  Babbitt,  and  other  bearing  metals,  are  tested  on  a 
friction  machine,  which  records  the  friction,  rise  of  temperature  or  heating 
pressure,  wear,  revolutions,  and  distance  traveled.  There  ae  other  machines 
for  determining  the  hardness  of  cast  iron,  brass,  steel,  etc.  The  bookkeeping 
system  employed  in  this  department  is  very  systematic,  and  records  dating 
back  for  years  are  a  valuable  feature.  One  set  of  books  is  used  for  research 
work,  one  for  manufacturing  formulas,  one  for  recording  chemical  analyses, 
one  for  physical  tests,  and  one  exclusively  for  foundry  work. 

One  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  laboratory  which  requires  more 
than  the  simple  making  of  chemical  analyses  or  physical  tests,  is  in  tracing 
the  cause  of  failures  and  breakages,  and  finding  a  remedy  for  the  trouble. 
Thus,  if  a  shaft,  gear,  casting,  or  other  part  of  a  machine  prove  deefctiv.e, 
or  breaks  from  some  unknown  cause,  the  article  is  shipped  to  the  laboratory 
and  subjected  to  a  careful  examination  and  test.  If  the  material  be  poor, 
and  the  workmanship  not  properly  done,  the  workman  makes  out  a  report 
to  this  effect,  and  the  defective  part  is  replaced  free  of  charge.  If  the  piece 
submitted  for  inspection  proves  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  the  workmanship 
is  properly  done,  the  investigation  is  carried  further,  and  the  head  chemist 
or  foreman  of  the  department  making  the  part  in  question  is  dispatched  to 
the  locality  where  the  trouble  occurs,  and  ordered  to  make  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation, in  order  to  determine  the  source.  If  an  unusual  strain  has  been 
applied,  or  unlooked  for  conditions  introduced,  the  investigator  is  in  position 
to  suggest  or  make  the  changes  necessary  to  meet  such  foreign  conditions. 
This  is  an  expensive  method  but  fully  repays  the  company,  as  it  induces  the 
confidence  of  its  customers  and  tends  to  improve  future  work.  A  volume 
might  be  written  on  this  department  alone.  The  thorough  and  efficient  work 
done  in  this  modern  adjunct  of  the  Case  organization  explains  the  efficient 
working  and  durability  of  its  product. 

The  total  number  of  the  company's  employes  runs  from  three  thousand 
to  four  thousand.  An  ** Employes*  Benefit  Association"  was  organized  on 
January  1,  1909,  the  membership  being  purely  voluntary  and  confined  to  the 
company's  employes  at  Racine.  The  Association  has  made  steady  gains  both 
financially  and  in  membership  and  has  fulfilled  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
organized.  About  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  all  the  Racine  employes  are  now 
voluntary  members.  The  object  of  the  association  is  to  provide  a  fund  out  of 
which  members  may  receive  a  specified  income  while  laid  up  with  sickness  or 
disabled  by  accident,  occuring  either  on  or  off  duty,  and  out  of  which  specified 
sums  may  be  paid  to  the  familes  of  members  upon  their  death.  The  board  of 
trustees  consists  of  three  trustees  elected  by  the  employes  and  three  appointed 
by  the  company.  The  company  made  certain  initial  cash  contributions;  the 
members  contribute  annually  a  percentage  of  their  wages,  graduated  to  some 
extent  according  to  the  age  of  the  members  and  the  time  of  joining,  and  the 
company  contributes  annually  a  sum  equal  to  one-tenth  of  the  total  annual 
contributions  of  the  members,  and  agrees  to  make  good  any  deficit  occasioned 
by  extraordinary  losses.    At  the  close  of  the  association's  last  fiscal  year,  its 
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surplus  fund  was  nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and 
seventy  cents. 

At  the  main  plant  and  south  works  hospitals  are  maintained,  where  a 
surgeon  and  trained  nurse  are  in  attendance  at  all  times  and  where  free  med- 
ical and  surgical  treatment  is  given  to  employes.  At  the  same  time,  by  proper 
machinery  safeguards  and  otherwise,  the  company  is  doing  all  in  its  power 
to  prevent  accidents,  and  pursues  a  liberal  policy  toward  employes  injured  in 
the  service,  regardless  of  questions  of  legal  liability.  All  payments  to  eth- 
ployes  on  account  of  injuries,  as  well  as  the  company's  contributions  to  the 
association,  are  included  in  cost  of  manufacturing. 

The  company  has  always  given  proper  attention  to  the  subjects  of  fire 
protection  and  insurance.  It  maintains  at  its  principal  plant,  night  and  day, 
a  paid  fire  department,  including  suitable  apparatus  and  men,  giving  their 
entire  time  to  the  patrolling  of  the  plant;  it  maintains  an  elaborate  sprinkler 
system  approved  by  the  Senior  Mutual  insurance  companies  of  New  England ; 
til  rough  an  annunciator  system,  reports  are  made  by  the  watchmen  every  half 
hour,  from  the  various  stations  throughout  the  plant;  the  plant  is  examined 
every  three  months  with  reference  to  fire  risk  by  inspectors  appointed  by  the 
Senior  Mutual  insurance  companies — a  different  man  each  time;  the  city's 
central  fire  engine  house  is  located  about  eight  hundred  feet  from  the  center 
of  the  company's  principal  plant;  and  withal  the  company  carries  blanket  and 
specific  fire  insurance,  aggregating  upwards  of  nine  million  dollars,  in  the 
Senior  ^Mutual  insurance  companies  of  New  England. 

The  history  of  this  gigantic  enterprise  would  be  incomplete  were  there 
failure  to  make  reference  to  its  trademark,  a  great  old  bald  eagle  known  as 
'*01d  Abe."  This  eagle  was  captured  by  Chief  Sky,  a  Chippewa  Indian,  in 
1861,  on  the  Flambeau  river  in  Wisconsin,  who  traded  the  young  bird  to 
Daniel  McCann  of  Evil  Point  for  a  bushel  of  corn.  McCann  carried  the  eagle 
to  Chippewa  Falls,  where  a  regiment  was  just  recruiting  for  the  First  Wis- 
consin Battery.  Failing  to  dispose  of  his  bird,  he  proceeded  to  Eau  Claire  and 
offered  the  eagle,  now  full  grown  and  handsome,  ^to  what  subsequently  became 
Company  C  of  the  Eighth  or  Eagle  Regiment.  Captain  Perkins,  after  consid- 
erable hesitation,  accepted  the  volunteer,  and  the  eagle,  which  was  christened 
Old  Abe,  was  in  thirty-six  battles.  It  is  said :  '* At  the  sound  of  the  regimental 
bugle  he  would  draw  in  his  head  and  bend  it  gracefully  in  anticipation  of  the 
coming  shock.  When  the  squadrons  rushed  into  line  he  would  tremble  with 
excitement.  When  the  crash  came  he  would  spring  up  and  spread  his  pinions, 
uttering  inspiring  screams.  The  intense  excitement  of  the  march  and  battle, 
the  hurrying  and  frightened  populace,  roused  all  the  native  fire  and  inspir- 
ation of  this  military  bird.  His  appearance  was  at  all  times  magnificent  and 
picturesque.    He  was  in  his  glory  during  battle.     It  was  then  that  his  eye 

flashed  with  uncommon  lustre In  1880,  when  the  soldiers'  reunion, 

on  a  vast  scale,  was  being  held  in  Milwaukee,  Old  Abe  attended,  being  carried 
in  the  procession.  General  Grant  and  Old  Abe  were  the  honored  guests  of 
this  military  reunion.  When  the  band  played  he  uttered  his  battle  scream, 
consisting  of  five  or  six  wild  thrilling  notes  in  quick  succession.  It  was  a  great 
day  for  Old  Abe.  This  was  his  last  public  appearance."  The  J.  I.  Case 
Threshing  Machine  Company  selected  Old  Abe  as  its  trade  symbol  and  the 
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bird  has  thus  become  known  throughout  the  world,  just  as  have  the  great 
machines  which  are  manufactured  by  the  company  and  which  have  revolution- 
ized agricultural  methods  in  every  civilized  land  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 


THE  WESTERN  PRINTING  &  LITHOGRAPHING  COMPANY. 

One  of  the  foremost  business  enterprises  of  Racine  was  organized  in  1908 
and  succeeded  to  the  business  of  John  Geller,  who  had  conducted  his  interests 
under  the  name  of  the  Westside  Printing  Company.  He  had  established  the 
business  about  1906,  and  it  was  conducted  under  the  original  name  until  1910, 
when  it  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Wisconsin  as  the  Western  Print- 
ing &  Lithographing  Company.  In  1908  E.  H.  Wadewitz  had  bought  out  the 
Westside  Printing  Company  and  admitted  William  Bell  to  a  partnership, 
while  six  months  later  R.  A.  Spencer  became  a  member  of  the  firm  and  after- 
ward Mr.  Bell  sold  out.  In  the  spring  of  1909  C.  H.  Van  Vliet  became  a 
partner  in  the  business.  The  officers  of  the  Westside  Printing  Company  from 
1908  until  1910  were:  R.  A.  Spencer,  president;  E.  H.  Wadewitz,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  with  A.  H.  Wadewitz  for  a  short  time  as  vice  president.  Fol- 
lowing the  incorporation  of  the  business  in  1910  the  first  officers  were  R.  A. 
Spencer,  president;  C.  H.  Van  Vliet,  vice  president;  and  E.  H.  Wadewitz, 
secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager. 

In  1908  the  plant  was  located  in  the  cellar  of  Dr.  Fazen's  building  on 
State  street,  but  was  removed  to  Joseph  Leichtweih's  building  at  550  State 
street,  occupying  half  of  that  building  in  1909.  The  following  year  a  removal 
was  made  to  the  Dr.  Shoop  building  at  213-227  State  street,  where  they  occu- 
pied the  basement  and  a  part  of  the  first  floor.  The  growth  of  the  business 
caused  them  to  enlarge  their  quarters  in  1911,  when  they  rented  a  part  of  the 
third  floor.  In  1912  they  took  over  most  of  the  first  floor  and  all  of  the  third 
floor  and  in  1913  removed  their  offices  to  the  second  floor  and  rented  the 
fourth  floor,  placing  the  lithographing  department  there.  In  1914  they 
installed  electrotyping  and  engraving  departments  tind  took  a  part  of  the 
fifth  floor,  renting  the  remainder  of  that  floor  in  1915,  so  that  they  are  now 
occupying  about  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  floor  space  of  the  entire  building. 

In  1916  they  bought  a  large  Chicago  publishing  company  which  they  moved 
to  Racine.  This  business  is  known  as  the  Whitman  Publishing  Company. 
More  floor  space  was  required  and  they  then  leased  the  entire  building  for  a 
long  term  of  yeai-s.  As  indicated  by  these  changes,  the  business  has  steadily 
grown  and  the  company  has  kept  abreast  with  the  time  by  installing  modern 
machinery,  having  today  the  largest  and  most  complete  printing  plant  in  Wis- 
consin, containing  every  department  allied  to  the  printing  business,  from  that 
of  engraving  to  printing  and  binding. 

On  August  1, 1916,  an  advertising  agency  was  organized.  This  was  brought 
about  by  a  desire  to  render  complete  service  to  its  customers,  so  that  the  com- 
pany could  analyze  a  customer's  business,  point  out  the  weak  spots;  suggest 
intelligent  ways  and  means  for  stimulating  the  customer's  business;  handle 
their  publicity;  write  their  advertisements;  place  their  ads  with  publica- 
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tions ;  and  design,  execute  and  produce  direct  by  mail,  advertising  literature, 
thus  relieving  a  customer  of  all  this  detail  and  concentrating  this  much  desired 
advertising  service  with  one  local  concern.  The  advertising  agency  is  known 
as  the  Western  Advertising  Agency. 

The  Western  Printing  &  Lithographing  Company  have  the  latest  style 
linotype  and  monotype  machines,  the  most  up-to-date,  eflScient  automatic 
presses  and  automatic  binding  machinery.  They  are  equipped  to  specialize  in 
fine  book  and  catalog  printing,  furnishing  the  high  grade  work  demanded 
by  automobile  and  machinery  manufacturers. 

Their  color  process  printing  and  offset  work  have  received  praise  wherever 
shown.  Their  patronage  now  comes  to  them  from  all  over  Wisconsin  and 
many  other  states  and  they  compete  successfully  with  printers  in  Chicago 
and  other  metropolitan  centers.  In  1908  the  company  employed  five  people, 
four  of  whom  are  still  with  them.  Their  employes  are  all  practical  men  in 
the  business  and  today  on  their  pay  roll  are  over  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  names.  Over  half  of  these  people,  are  skilled  workmen  and  their  output 
shows  the  most  artistic  productions  brought  out  by  the  printing  business. 
Their  building  is  equipped  throughout  with  a  sprinkler  system  and  has  fire 
and  moisture  proof  vaults  for  valuable  .plates  and  engravings. 

Among  the  larger  contracts  completed  by  the  company  was  that  for  over 
two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  portfolios  for  S.  C.  Johnson  &  Son  of 
Racine,  produced  during  the  years  of  1913, 1914  and  1915.  The  covers  of  these 
portfolios  were  made  of  Japanese  wood  veneer,  it  required  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  pieces,  twenty  by  thirty  inches,  of  wood  veneer,  all 
imported  from  Japan,  which  comprises  the  largest  amount  ever  brought  into 
the  United  States  of  one  size  and  one  color.  The  design  of  the  portfolio  was 
made  in  the  office  of  the  company  and  this  was  the  lar.gest  job  of  its  kind 
which  the  company  has  ever  undertaken.  For  the  last  seven  years  they  have 
been  printing  the  Farmers'  Catalog  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works,  which  is 
now  running  over  five  hundred  thousand  catalogs  per  year.  This  company  has 
printed  ten  million  almanacs  for  a  Chicago-New  York  concern,  making  fourteen 
car  loads  of  books,  one  machine  being  operated  for  eight  months  on  this  par- 
ticular job,  automatically  printing  and  folding  the  work  complete.  For  five 
years  they  have  been  printing  the  Studebaker  almanacs  of  one  million  issues 
each  year.  They  have  also  printed  the  Armour  Memorandum  books  for  four 
years,  nmning  as  high  as  over  two  million  copies  annually.  ' 

This  business  is  located  in  a  city  that  requires  much  high  grade  printing 
and  in  nine  years  the  company  has  succeeded  in  demonstrating  to  the  public 
that  it  can  meet  every  requirement  in  its  line.  They  also  publish  many  chil- 
dren's books,  historical  works,  novels  and  other  volumes,  which  are  sold  under 
the  name  of  the  Whitman  Publishing  Company,  the  salesmen  traveling  from 
coast  to  coast. 

In  1909  this  company  took  their  first  job,  which  amounted  to  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  they  felt  that  they  were  making  very  substantial  advances  in  so 
doing.  Up  to  the  present  time,  single  contracts  amounting  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars  have  been  handled  successfully.  Something  of  the  marvelous  growth 
and  development  of  this  enterprise  is  shown  by  the  following  figures  which 
give  their  business  in  round  numbers  through  successive  years :   1908,  $6,000 ; 
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1909,  $19,000;  1910,  $26,000;  1911,  $64,000;  1912,  $85,000;  1913,  $127,000; 
1914,  $166,000;  1915,  $196,000.  This  shows  a  consistent  and  remarkable  busi- 
ness growth,  justifying  the  statement  that  theirs  is  one  of  the  most  important 
industrial  enterprises  of  Racine. 


JOSEPH  MILLER. 


Joseph  Miller  was  long  numbered  among  the  substantial  and  valued  citizens 
that  Germany  furnished  to  Racine.  The  consensus  of  public  opinion  established 
his  position  as  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  here.  He  early  became  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  American  enterprise  and  progress  and  a  laudable  ambition 
prompted  his  steady  progress  in  business  circles.  His  activities  became  an  im- 
portant force  in  Racine's  upbuilding  and  his  record  constituted  an  example 
well  worthy  of  emulation,  showing  what  could  be  accomplished  through  de- 
termined and  persistent  effort  intelligently  directed. 

Mr.*  Miller  was  born  on  the  8th  of  August,  1832,  in  Niederzer,  Rhenish 
Prussia,  his  parents  being  Reiner  and,  Elizabeth  (Gramlich)  Miller.  He  en- 
joyed the  educational  opportunities  offered  by  the  schools  in  his  native  country 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  new 
world,  his  father  having  determined  to  try  his  fortune  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  Accordingly  on  the  27th  of  September,  1847,  they  bade  adieu  to 
home  and  friends  and  in  the  latter  part  of  October  landed  from  the  sailing 
vessel  Shakespeare  at  New  York.  On  the  3d  of  November  they  left  Buffalo 
on  the  steamer  Saratoga  and  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month  reached  Milwaukee. 
They  went  to  Racine,  attracted  by  the  fact  that  some  of  their  friends  had 
previously  located  here,  and  throughout  their  remaining  days  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Reiner  Miller  continued  their  residence  in  Racine. 

Joseph  Miller,  then  a  youth  of  fifteen  years,  entered  upon  an  apprentice- 
ship with  the  firm  of  McDonald  &  Roby,  shoemakers,  in  the  spring  of  1848, 
mastered  the  trade,  was  employed  for  a  time  as  a  journeyman  and  afterward 
became  foreman  of  the  establishment,  so  continuing  until  the  fall  of  1857, 
when  he  purchased  the  business  of  his  former  employers.  In  the  purchase  of 
the  original  stock  he  not  only  used  all  his  savings  but  was  obliged  to  draw 
upon  his  credit,  which  even  at  that  early  day  was  considerable.  From  the 
beginning  the  new  enterprise  prospered  under  his  management  and  with  the 
growth  of  the  trade  he  won  a  position  as  the  foremost  representative  of  the 
boot  and  shoe  business  in  Racine.  His  business  continued  to  develop  along 
substantial  lines  until  January  5,  1866,  when  he  suffered  heavy  losses  through 
a  disastrous  fire  that  wiped  out  his  possessions  within  a  few  hours.  He  was 
left  with  nothing  but  his  knowledge  of  the  business  which  he  had  gained  from 
considerable  experience  both  in  the  manufacturing  and  distributing  lines.  He 
resumed  operations  on  a  small  scale  and  in  1870  was  joined  in  a  partnership 
by  one  of  his  former  clerks,  A.  G.  Peil,  that  association  being  maintained  until 
1872,  when  Mr.  Miller  sold  his  interest  in  the  store  to  his  partner  with  the 
purpose  of  devoting  his  entire  attention  to  the  manufacturing  business.  He 
resolved  never  to  sacrifice  the  quality  of  his  goods  and  the  output  of  the 
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establishment  has  ever  been  kept  up  to  standard.  In  1875  he  admitted  his 
former  foreman,  Charles  T.  Schweitzer,  and  Bush  S.  Adams,  formerly  his  book- 
keeper, to  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  Miller  &  Company.  The  new 
firm  entered  upon  a  period  of  slow  but  substantial  growth,  building  up  their 
business  upon  a  well  established  reputation  for  superior  quality  and  finish  of 
their  goods.  By  1875  the  annual  output  of  the  house  was  sold  for  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

In  1875,  Jioping  to  secure  better  conditions,  Mr.  Miller  and  his  associates 
removed  the  business  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  but  Bacine  capitalists  on  learing  of 
this  agreed  that  he  Was  too  valuable  a  man  to  permit  another  city  to  enjoy 
the  benefits  his  business  would  bring.  Accordingly  they  offered  him  a  build- 
ing and  grounds  for  his  factory  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  street  and  Lake  avenue 
if  he  would  return.  He  agreed  to  do  so  on  provision  that  he  should  later  be 
permitted  to  purchase  the  property.  This  provision  was  accepted  and  several 
years  later  Mr.  Miller  made  the  purchase.  The  growth  of  the  business  con- 
tinued and  at  length  it  was  necessary  to  secure  larger  quarters,  which  were 
obtained  at  the  corner  of  Third  street  and  Lake  avenue.  Mr.  Miller  again 
suffered  heavy  losses  by  fire  when  in  1882  his  plant  was  again  destroyed  in 
the  conflagration  which  swept  out  much  of  the  business  section  of  Bacine. 
Again  his  undismayed  spirit  rose  to  meet  the  occasion  and  from  the  ruins 
there  rose  phoenixlike  from  the  ashes  a  new  establishment,  erecting  a  larger 
and  more  commodious  manufacturing  plant,  which  was  conducted  under  the 
name  of  the  J.  Miller  Company.  It  was  in  1882  that  the  business  was  incor- 
porated under  that  name  with  Joseph  Miller  as  president ;  C.  T.  Schweitzer  as 
vice  president;  Frank  J.  Miller,  treasurer;  Henry  C.  Miller,  superintendent; 
George  W.  Miller,  secretary,  and  Joseph  P.  Miller,  bookkeeper.  The  business 
constantly  developed  until  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  operatives  were  em- 
ployed in  the  plant.  Mr.  Miller  was  ever  the  guiding  spirit  in  the  under- 
taking up  to  the  time  of  his  last  illness,  but  he  always  generously  gave  to  his 
associates  much  credit  for  the  prosperity  of  the  undertaking. 

A  recognition  of  his  ability  and  resourcefulness  on  the  part  of  his  fellow 
townsmen  led  to  his  co-operation  being  solicited  on  behalf  of  various  other 
important  business  concerns  and,  extending  his  activities  to  other  fields,  he 
became  president  of  the  Bacine  Knitting  Company,  the  Turner  Stove  Com- 
pany, the  Belle  City  Bailway  Company  and  the  Bacine  Nail  &  Tack  Company. 
He  was  also  a  representative  of  the  directorate  of  the  Chicago  Bubber  Clothing 
Company,  the  Bacine  Hotel  Company  and  the  Cappon  Bertsch  Leather  Com- 
pany of  Holland,  Michigan.  He  was  likewise  a  stockholder  in  the  First  Na- 
tion Bank,  a  director  of  the  Manufacturers'  National  Bank  and  also  was  at  one 
time  president  of  the  Bacine  Business  Men's  Association. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1854,  in  Bacine,  Mr  Miller  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Theresa  Bauer,  who  was  bom  in  Germany,  December  15,  1831.  They 
became  parents  of  six  children,  five  sons  and  a  daughter,  of  whom  William  and 
Elizabeth  are  now  deceased.  The  others  are  Frank  J.,  Henry  C,  George  W. 
and  Joseph  F.,  all  connected  with  the  J.  Miller  Company. 

Mr.  Miller  was  always  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  Ba- 
cine and  co-operated  with  many  plans  and  measures  for  its  upbuilding.  For 
a  number  of  terms  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  educatioh,  also  represented 
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the  third  ward  in  the  city  council  and  in  1888  was  the  successful  mayoralty  can- 
didate, giving  to  the  city  a  businesslike  and  progressive  administration  char- 
acterized by  needed  reforms  and  improvements,  and  it  was  during  this  period 
that  the  waterworks  system  was  projected.  He  was  very  active  as  a  member 
of  the  Business  Men's  Association,  which  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
vancing the  welfare  of  Racine  in  every  particular.  During  the  last  year  of  his 
life  his  health  was  so  impaired  that  he  did  not  take  active  part  in  public  affairs 
or  in  business  but  lived  in  comparative  retirement  at  his  home  at  No.  1100 
Main  street,  Raeine.  He  passed  away  December  29,  1905,  and  his  demise  was 
the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret.  His  efforts  had  in  large  measure 
pushed  forward  the  wheels  of  progress ;  his  labors  were  a  distinct  contribution 
to  the  world's  work.  He  did  not  seek  to  figure  prominently  in  any  public 
connection  but  his  ablity  and  his  character  were  such  as  brought  him  promi- 
nently to  the  front  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  His  example  should 
serve  as  an  inspiration  to  the  young,  showing  what  may  be  accomplished  when 
laudable  ambition  and  indefatigable  effort  go  hand  in  hand.  The  integrity  of 
his  business  methods  was  one  of  the  crowning  features  of  his  career,  for  no 
man  uttered  a  word  against  his  commercial  honesty. 


WILLIAM  H.  CARPENTER. 

For  twenty  years  William  H.  Carpenter  has  been  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  on  his  own  account  in  Racine  and  is  now  senior  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Carpenter  &  Rowland  with  offices  at  610  Main  street.  He  was 
born  in  Manteno,  Illinois,  September  10,  1872,  a  son  of  William  I.  and  Eva  M. 
(Shaw)  Carpenter,  who  were  natives  of  New  York  and  of  Maine,  respectively. 
In  early  life  th^y  became  residents  of  Illinois,  and  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1874,  removed  .to  Racine.  The  father  was  a  tinsmith  by  trade  and  for  many 
years  was  employed  by  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company,  but  both 
he  and  his  wife  have  now  passed  away. 

William  H.  Carpenter  obtained  a  public  school  education  in  Racine,  to 
which  city  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  when  a  little  lad  of  but  two  years. 
He  started  to  work  for  the  Palica  Trunk  Company,  occupying  the  position 
of  bookkeeper  and  later  he  received  training  along  the  line  of  his  present 
work  in  the  employ  of  C.  M.  Dietrich,  a  real  estate  and  insurance  agent.  He 
afterward  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  on  his 
own  account,  opening  his  office  in  February,  1896,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
engaged  in  the  business  with  good  success.  Eventually  he  admitted  John  D. 
Rowland  to  a  partnership  under  the  firm  style  of  Carpenter  &  Rowland,  and 
they  are  now  accorded  a  liberal  clientage,  conducting  many  important  real 
estate  transfers  annually  and  also  writing  a  large  amount  of  insurance,  so 
that  both  departments  of  their  business  bring  to  them  good  returns^ 

In  September,  1898,  Mr.  Carpenter  was  married  to  Miss  Cathryn  Asby, 
of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  John  T.  Asby,  and  they  have  one  child,  Cathryn. 
Politically  Mr.  Carpenter -is  a  republican  and  fraternally  is  connected  with 
the  Elks  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.    He  has  practically  spent  his  entire  life  in 
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this  city  and  the  fact  that  many  of  his  stanchest  friends  are  those  who  have 
known  him  from  his  boyhood  to  the  present  is  indicative  that  his  career  has 
been  an  honorable  and  upright  one,  worthy  of  the  regard  and  esteem  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated.  While  he  is  enterprising  in  all  business 
affairs,  he  is  also  thoroughly  reliable,  his  transactions  at  all  times  measuring 
up  to  the  highest  standards. 


HENRY  CLINTON  CASE. 

Well  defined  plans  and  purposes  have  brought  Henry  Clinton  Case  to  a 
position  among  the  successful  business  men  of  Racine.  He  has  been  an  active 
factor  in  the  Business  Men's  Association  and  his  opinions  are  accepted  as  of 
worth  on  many  matters  that  have  to  do  with  the  commercial  and  industrial 
development  of  his  city.  He  came  to  the  Mississippi  valley  from  the  east, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Williamstown,  New  York,  August  7,  1858,  his 
parents  being  De  Wayne  and  Eliza  (Greenhow)  Case,  the  former  a  native  of 
Williamstown,  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Kendall,  England.  Jonathan 
Case,  the  paternal  grandfather,  devoted  his  time  to  farming  in  the  Empire 
state  and  there  passed  away  at  the  notable  old  age  of  ninety  years.  His  wife, 
Amy  Lot,  also  reached  the  advanced  age  after  rearing  a  large  family.  Their 
son,  De  Wayne  Case,  also  made  agricultural  pursuits  his  life  work  until  1884, 
when  he  left  his  native  city  and  removed  to  Racine,  where  during  his  later 
years  he  has  lived  retired,  having  an  attractive  home  on  the  lake  shrore  just 
south  of  the  city  limits.  He  is  a  Universalist  in  religious  belief,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  their  family  were  four  children : 
Prank  D.,  who  is  the  owner  of  the  Case  Flouring  Mill  at  Racine  Junction ; 
Henry  Clinton;  George  N.,  for  twenty-five  years  a  bookkeeper  in  the  Manu- 
facturers* Bank,  but  now  in  the  ofiice  of  H.  C.  Case,  and  Lillie  E.,  the  widow 
of  J.  P.  Davies  of  Racine. 

Henry  Clinton  Case  comes  of  English  ancestry  in  the  maternal  line,  his 
grandfather,  John  Greenhow,  being  a  native  of  England,  whence  he  came  to 
the  United  States  about  1844,  establishing  his  home  in  New  York.  He  devoted 
Us  early  life  to  the  ministry  and  later  entered  the  field  of  journalism  as 
editor  of  the  Canastota  Herald  and  later  of  the  Hornellsville  Tribune,  which 
he  continued  to  edit  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  more  than  eighty  years  of  age.  He  married  Jane  Bailey,  of  Kendall, 
England,  and  unto  them  were  born  three  daughters.  Following  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  wedded  Mary  Frodsham  and  they  had  one  son  and  two 
daughters. 

Henry  C.  Case  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Williamstown,  New 
York,  to. the  age  of  eleven  years,  when  he  began  learning  the  printers'  trade 
which  he  followed  for  three  years.  He  spent  the  succeeding  nine  years  as 
clerk  in  a  general  store  and  then  sought  the  opportunities  of  the  middle  west, 
becoming  a  resident  of  Racine,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company,  his  father  being  a  cousin  of  J.  I.  Case. 
For  seventeen  years  he  remained  with  that  company  and  then  entered  into 
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partnership  with  William  Henry  Miller  in  the  real  estate  business  in  1900. 
That  association  was  maintained  until  March  18,  1905,  when  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Case  has  since  been  alone  in  business.  He  purchased 
the  old  Times  building  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Monument  Square  and 
Fifth  street  and  from  the  beginning  he  has  enjoyed  a  well  earned  reputation 
as  one  of  the  foremost  real  estate  dealers  of  Racine.  In  fact  there  have  been 
periods  in  which  the  volume  of  his  business  has  overtopped  that  of  any  other 
real  estate  man  of  the  city.  He  has  extended  the  scope  of  his  activities  to  in- 
clude insurance  and  the  loaning  of  money  and  these  branches  have  also  proven 
profitable.  He  was  formerly  a  partner  of  his  brother,  Prank  D.,  in  the  owner- 
ship of  the  Junction  Flouring  Mills  at  Racine  Junction,  where  they  not  only 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flour  but  also  specialized  in  handling  grain 
and  rye  feed.  Mr.  Case  also  owned  and  conducted  a  temperance  summer 
resort  on  the  south  side  of  Racine,  known  as  Evergreen  Hall.  The  building, 
forty  by  eighty  feet,  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  on  the  first  and  second  floors 
with  balconies  and  had  one  of  the  best  dancing  floors  in  the  state.  During  the 
summer  months  picnics  and  dancing  parties  came  from  Milwaukee,  and 
Kenosha,  as  well  as  Racine  and  the  place  was  liberally  patronized  by  those 
who  did  not  wish  to  enter  beer  gardens,  for  no  intoxicants  were  sold  or  allowed 
on  the  place.  The  resort  was  situated  on  a  ten  acre  tract  of  land  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  Racine  College  on  the  Lake  Shore  Road,  known 
as  Evergreen  Drive  and  was  reached  by  the  Milwaukee,  Racine  &  Kenosha 
electric  cars.  This  property  was  sold  to  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine 
Company. 

In  1905  Mr.  Case  was  married  to  Annie  H.  M.  Zierke,  a  daughter  of  G. 
and  Henrietta  Zierke,  who  came  to  the  United  States  from  Gerinany  and 
settled  in  Michigan  in  pioneer  times.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Case  have  three  children — 
Clinton  D.,  Henrietta  A.  and  Ethel  A.,  all  attending  school. 

Mr.  Case  has  a  beautiful  home  in  the  midst  of  a  ten  acre  tract  of  land 
adjoining  Racine  College  and  standing  on  the  Lake  Shore.  In  public  affairs 
he  manifests  the  interests  of  a  citizen  who  recognizes  his  public  duty  as  well 
as  his  private  opportunities  and  he  has  done  good  service  for  public  education 
as  district  clerk  of  school  district  No.  13.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and 
keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  but  does  not 
seek  nor  desire  political  preferment.  He  has  so  concentrated  his  efforts  upon 
business  affairs  as  to  win  not  only  substantial  success  but  also  an  honored 
name  and  his  life  work  is  recognized  as  of  worth  to  the  city  in  which  he 
makes  his  home. 


WILLIAM  A.  WALKER. 

William  A.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Racine 
county,  while  his  business  interests  are  those  of  a  manufacturer.  He  is  de- 
voting his  attention  to  the  making  of  railroad  anchors  and  has  developed 
a  business  of  a  very  substantial  character.  Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  Windham, 
Ohio.  July  28,  1850,  a  son  of  John  B.  and  Ellen  (Whiteley)  Walker,  who 
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were  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  the  father 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  eldest  brother,  landing  at  New  Orleans, 
whence  they  made  their  way  northward  to  St.  Charles,  Illinois.  After  a  short 
time  John  B.  Walker  went  to  **The  Phalanx,"  a  community  settlement  at 
Windham,  Portage  county,  Ohio.  When  this  disbanded  he  purchased  the 
farm  and  in  connection  with  its  cultivation  and  improvement  operated  a 
sawmill  and  wool  carding  machine.  He  also  made  ties  for  the  first  railroad 
between  Cleveland  and  Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  there  he  lived  for  nine  years, 
afterward  removing  to  Leavittsburg,  Ohio,  about  seven  miles  south.  At  that 
place  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  woolen  manufacturing  business  and  after 
spending  seven  years  there  removed  to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  he  founded 
a  larger  manufacturing  plant  and  continued  to  manufacture  woolen  goods, 
being  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  that  locality  for  a  decade.  In 
1871  he  removed  to  Girard,  Ohio,  and  opened  a  woolen  manufactory  there^, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  conducted  a  sawmill  operated  by  water  power. 
Five  years  passed,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  factory  was  destroyed  by 
fire  and  he  had  little  insurance  upon  it  so  that  his  losses  were  heavy.  He 
then  came  to  Wisconsin  and  made  his  home  with  his  sons  until  his  demise. 
His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  William  Whiteley,  who  on  leaving  England  took 
his  family  to  New  York  and  in  the  early  *40s  removed  to  Racine,  soon  after- 
ward joining  the  English  settlement  in  this  locality.  The  parents  of  William 
A.  Walker  met  in  St.  Charles,  Illinois,  and  were  married  there.  They  had 
been  reared  within  three  miles  of  each  other  in  England  but  had  never  become 
acquainted  in  that  country. 

William  A.  Walker  obtained  a  public  school  education  and  spent  four 
winter  terms  as  a  pupil  in  school  at,  Youngstown,  Ohio.  He  early  began  to 
assist  his  father  in  the  factory  and  was  associated  with  him  in  manufacturing 
interests  until  September,  1874,  when  he  entered  the  real  estate  office  of  his 
uncle,  Simeon  Whiteley,  with  whom  he  continued  for  fifteen  months.  He  was 
next  in  the  railway  and  mail  service  for  eight  years  and  for  nine  years  was 
manager  for  the  Racine  Refrigerator  Company,  becoming  sole  owner  of  the 
business  which  he  conducted  for  two  and  a  half  years,  when  the  factory  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  with  little  insurance  upon  it.  Mr.  Walker  was  also  inter- 
ested in  the  Racine  Shoe  Manufacturing  Company  and  was  part  owner  and 
business  manager  for  the  Racine  Economy  Spring  Company.  Later  he  pur- 
chased all  of  the  stock  of  that  company  and  the  enterprise  became  the  founda- 
tion of  the  present  business.  He  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bolster  springs, 
seat  springs  and  tongue  supports  for  farm  wagons.  About  1909  he  turned 
over  the  active  management  of  the  business  to  his  sons,  Willard  and  Warren, 
who  have  built  up  a  business  of  large  and  gratifying  proportions,  now  con- 
fining their  trade  largely  to  automobile  specialties,  but  Mr.  Walker  is  still 
acting  as  president  of  the  Walker  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1909  William 
A.  Walker  became  interested  with  John  M.  Scott  in  the  manufacture  of  rail- 
road anchors  for  the  prevention  of  creeping  of  rails  and  to  this  undertaking 
has  since  been  devoting  his  energies.  Splendid  success  has  attended  them  and 
their  output  is  now  very  large.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  American  Trades 
&  Savings  Bank. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1872,  Mr.  Walker  was  united  in  marriage  to 
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Miss  Margaret  Goflf,  who  was  bom  in  Steuben  county,  New  York,  a  daughter 
of  Warren  and  Lueina  Goflf,  the  former  a  millwright  by  trade.  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Walker  became  the  parents  of  six  children :  Bessie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Walter  S.  Holden,  an  attorney  of  Chicago  and  has  two  sons,  William  and 
Warren,  twins,  who  are  engaged  in  business  as  previously  indicated,  and 
triplets  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Walker  joined  the  Sons  of  Temperance  when  fifteen  years  of  age 
and  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  purpose  of  that  organization.  For  forty-one 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  UniversaJist 
church  and  his  life  has  ever  been  guided  by  high  and  honorable  principles. 
He  also  exemplifies  in  his  career  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity with  which  he  is  affiliated.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  for  the 
past  two  terms  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors.  His  life  has 
been  characterized  by  untiring  diligence  and  determination.  Starting  to  earn 
his  living  in  early  manhood  he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward,  persist- 
ency and  energy  enabling  him  to  overcome  all  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  in 
his  path  and  push  steadily  forward  to  the  goal  of  prosperity. 


P.  WALTER  PETERSEN. 

P.  Walter  Peterson,  a  speculative  builder  of  Racine  whose  activities  have 
constituted  an  important  element  in  the  improvement  and  development  of 
the  city,  particularly  on  the  west  side,  was  born  in  Odense,  Denmark,  March 
31,  1878,  as  son  of  Soren  and  Maren  (Hansdatter)  Petersen,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  Denmark. 

P.  Walter  Petersen  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children  and  four  of  the 
number  are  yet  living  in  their  native  country.  He  was  reared  in  Denmark 
and  pursued  his  education  in  the  Danish,  English  and  German  tongues.  In 
early  life  he  served  an  apprenticeship  in  a  grocery  store  and  he  also  had  com- 
mercial training  through  attendance  at  a  business  college.  He  left  Denmark 
when  twenty  years  of  age  and,  attracted  by  the  opportunities  of  the  new  world, 
made  his  way  to  the  United  States,  becoming  a  resident  of  Racine,  where  for 
five  years  he  was  employed  by  the  Bee  Bee  Manufacturing  Company.  He  had 
not  been  with  them  long  before  he  was  given  charge  of  a  department  and 
throughout  his  connection  with  that  firm  he  was  entrusted  with  much  respon- 
sibility as  a  department  manager.  He  afterward  embarked  in  the  retail  meat 
business  on  Sixteenth  street  and  Packard  avenue  and  after  continuing  in  the 
trade  there  for  four  years  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  building  business, 
in  which  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged.  He  has  erected  many  business 
blocks  and  some  residences,  erecting  them  to  rent  rather  than  to  sell.  He 
has  put  up  many  buildings  in  the  city,  particularly  on  the  west  side,  and  his 
activities  have  been  an  element  in  transforming  unsightly  vacancies  into 
commercial  centers  or  attractive  residence  districts. 

In  1901  Mr.  Petersen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  Somers,  a  native 
of  Chicago,  and  they  have  two  children,  Lewis  and  Ruth,  fourteen  and  eleven 
years  of  age,  respectively.    The  parents  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
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of  the  Atonement  and  in  the  work  of  the  church  they  take  an  active  interest, 
Mr.  Petersen  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  church  council.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  his  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  republican  party,  in  which  he  is  a  prominent  and  earnest  worker, 
being  now  secretary  of  the  Republican  Club  of  Racine.  In  1911  he  was 
elected  to  the  county  board  of  supervisors  and  has  since  served  in  that  con- 
nection, being  chairman  of  the  board  during  the  past  two  years.  He  has 
been  nominated  for  the  office  of  representative  from  his  district  on  the  re- 
publican ticket  and  will  undoubtedly  make  a  strong  race,  for  he  is  a  popular 
man  and  citizen,  widely  known  and  highly  respected.  He  stands  for  all  that 
is  beneficial  in  the  public  life  of  the  community  and  is  truly  American  in 
spirit  and  interests.  Native-bom  citizens,  it  often  seems,  come  by  the  priv- 
ileges of  American  life  too  easily  to  appreciate  them  in  the  fullest  degree. 
At  least  some  of  those  who  have  sacrificed  and  suffered  to  obtain  them  value 
these  blessings  more  highly  than  those  to  whom  they  come  as  a  matter  of 
course.  An  adopted  son  of  Wisconsin,  no  native  citizen  is  more  loyal  to  its 
interests,  and  what  he  has  already  done  for  the  benefit  of  Racine  argues  well 
for  his  service  as  a  legislator  if  he  becomes  a  member  of  the  general  assembly. 


JOHN  A.  BEECHER. 


John  A.  Beecher,  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  Norway  township 
who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  on  section  26,  was  bom  in  that  township 
March  12,  1883,  his  parents  being  Jacob  and  Rachel  (Dalzell)  Beecher.  He  is 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  this  county,  where  his 
father  was  bom  in  1845.  His  paternal  grandfather,  however,  was  a  native 
of  Germany  and  on  coming  to  America  first  located  in  New  York  state.  At  a 
very  early  day,  however,  in  the  development  of  this  county  he  came  west 
and  took  up  government  land  here,  continuing  to  reside  thereon  until  his 
death.  Jacob  Beecher  grew  to  manhood  in  this  county  and  was  married  in 
Norway  township  to  Miss  Rachel  Dalzell,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Anna 
(Anderson)  Dalzell,  honored  pioneers  of  Racine  county.  In  1848  Mr.  Dalzell 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  government  land  here  but  was 
not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  his  new  home,  for  he  was  killed  by  lightning  in 
1851.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  Jacob  Beecher  made  farming  his 
life  work  and  became  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  after  his  father's  death  also  purchased  sixty  acres  more. 
He  supported  the  democratic  party  at  the  polls  and  was  called  upon  to  fill 
several  local  offices.  His  death  occurred  in  1907.  His  wife  held  membership 
in  the  Presbyterian  church.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  them  one  is  deceased, 
the  others  being:  William,  who  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Racine,  Wis- 
consin, Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  Dixon,  Illinois,  and  is  now  a  successful  at- 
torney of  Great  Falls,  Montana ;  Charles  E.,  who  was  educated  in  the  North- 
western University  of  Chicago  and  is  now  a  physician  of  Gilson,  Illinois; 
John  A.,  of  this  review;  and  Clarence,  who  was  educated  for  a  lawyer  but  is 
now  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  Joliet,  Illinois. 
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Reared  upon  the  home  farm  in  Norway  township,  John  A.  Beeeher  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  district  school  and  when  not  occupied  in  this  way  assisted 
in  the  work  of  the  fields.  He  now  owns  and  operates  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  highly  cultivated  and  well  improved  land  and  in  connection  -with 
general  farming  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle,  keeping 
on  hand  about  fifty  head  of  Herefords.  In  1907  he  erected  upon  his  place 
a  beautiful  residence  of  twelve  rooms  with  modem  conveniences  and  also  has 
commodious  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock. 

In  1910  Mr.  Beeeher  was  married  to  Miss  Lillie  Dreyfus,  a  daughter  of 
Martin  and  Lillie  (Poulks)  Dreyfus,  both  natives  of  Wisconsin.  The  father 
was  bom  in  Milwaukee  in  1858  and  still  makes  his  home  in  that  city,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  wholesale  dealer  in  butchers'  supplies.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beeeher  have  three  children:  Irene  Dorothy,  Ruby  Margaret  and, Earl 
Raymond.  They  are  active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  in  which  Mr.  Beeeher  is  serving  as  deacon,  and  he  is  also 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Modern  Woodmen.  In  polities 
he  is  independent,  supporting  the  men  and  measures  that  he  believes  best 
qualified  to  advance  the  general  welfare,  and  he  is  now  filling  the  office  of 
township  treasurer.  He  gives  his  hearty  support  to  every  worthy  enterprise 
and  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


JOHN  M.  SCOTT. 


The  name  of  John  M.  Scott  appears  on  the  list  of  the  successful  business 
men  of  Racine.  He  possesses  inventive  genius  that  has  made  valuable  con- 
tributions to  the  world  and,  moreover,  he  has  the  executive  ability  that  enables 
him  to  place  his  inventions  upon  the  market  at  a  profitable  figure.  Racine 
county  is  proud  to  number  him  among  her  native  sons.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Raymond  township  on  the  17th  of  January,  1844,  his  parents  being  Elias  and 
Hannah  Scott,  natives  of  Now  York.  Wisconsin  was  still  under  territorial  rule 
when  they  removed  westward,  establishing  their  home  in  Racine  county,  having: 
made  the  journey  by  steamer  from  Buffalo.  Only  here  and  there  had  a  claim 
been  entered  from  the  government  and  there  were  still  many  traces  of  Indian 
occupancy  in  this  section  of  the  country,  showing  that  the  white  race  was 
oven  then  establishing  its  supremacy  in  the  middle  west.  The  father  secured 
land  and  converted  a  wild  tract  into  productive  fields,  becomin'g  a  successful 
farmer.  He  has  now  passed  away,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  at  the  notable 
old  age  of  one  hundred  years,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  October,  1816. 

John  M.  Scott  acquired  a  public  school  education  and  was  reared  to  the 
occupation  of  farming,  which  he  continuously  followed  until  1862,  when,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  he  put  aside  business  and  personal  considerations  and 
responded  to  the  country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  as  a  member  of  Company  H, 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry,  with  which  command  he  went  to  the  front 
and  participated  in  the  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes. 

When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Scott  traveled  over  the  country  for  some  time 
and  at  length  located  in  Racine.    Nature  endowed  l^im  with  inventive  genius, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOHN  M.   SCOTT 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MRS.  JOHN  M.  SCOTT 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY  155 

which  he  developed  and  cultivated.  He  began  his  inventions  through  the 
perfection  of  a  washing  machine  in  the  70s  and  in  the  same  decade  his  study 
and  experiments  led  to  the  production  of  an  improved  com  planter.  He  also 
invented  a  band  fastener  for  fastening  the  bands  on  tanks  and  bumping  posts 
to  stop  trains  at  the  end  of  the  track.  He  likewise  invented  improved  railway 
spikes  and  a  rail  anchor  to  keep  the  rails  from  creeping.  These  and  other 
devices  he  has  given  to  the  public,  all  of  which  have  been  of  acknowledged 
worth,  and  Racine  county  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  skill  of  this  native  son. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1871,  Mr.  Scott  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Katie  A.  Marshall,  of  Bloomington,  Illinois,  who  M^as  born  in  Vermont  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Marshall,  a  shoemaker.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
are :  Allie,  deceased ;  Elbert,  who  is  living  in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri ;  Winn  W., 
a  fruit  grower  residing  in  Florida ;  Goldie,  deceased,  and  Leora,  the  wife  of, 
C.  E.  Marks,  whose  home  is  in  Madison,  Wisconsin.  .   ._ 

Mr.  Scott  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  thus  main- 
tains pleasant  relations  with  the  **boys  in  blue**  with  whom  he  marched  upon 
southern  battlefields  and  campaigned  through  the  district  of  the  Confederacy. 
He  has  always  supported  the  republican  party,  which  was  the  defense  of  the 
Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  and  which  has  ever  been  recog- 
nized as  the  party  of  progress  and  initiative.  He  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
church  and  his  course  has  ever  been  guided  by  high  and  honorable  principles. 
Improvement  has  been  his  watchword  and  in  his  business  career  this  has  found 
exemplification  in  his  inventive  efforts  and  ingenuity,  resulting  in  valuable 
contributions  to  the  industrial  world. 


SINCLAIR  M.  DRIVER. 


Sinclair  M.  Driver,  president  of  the  T.  Driver  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, is  closely  associated  with  the  industrial  interests  of  Racine.  He  has 
long  been  connected  with  the  business  and  his  enterprise  has  been  a  dominant 
factor  in  its  successful  control  in  late  years.  Mr.  Driver  was  born  in  Racine, 
Wisconsin.^  June  8,  1856,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Marian  (Mainland)  Driver, 
who,  in  1854,  came  to  Racine  from  the  Orkney  Islands  of  Scotland.  Making 
his  way  to  this  city  he  entered  the  employ  of  Lucas  Bradley,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  several  years,  and  then  in  1867  purchased  the  business,  which 
had  been  established  more  than  two  decades  before  and  which  was  then  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Campbell  streets.  He  continued  at  the  head 
of  the  business  throughout  his  remaining  days,  engaging  in  the  manufacture 
of  sash,  doors  and  woodenware.  As  the  years  went  on  he  admitted  his  sons 
to  a  partnership  and  the  brothers  were  associated  in  the  conduct  of  the  enter- 
prise for  a  considerable  period.  One  of  his  first  jobs  in  the  field  of  building 
operations  was  on  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  and  his  wife  were  long  con- 
sistent members  of  the  congregation  that  worsfiiped  in  that  church  and  their 
lives  were  guided  by  the  highest  principles.  Mr.  Driver  died  in  Racine,  July 
11,  1899,  and  his  wife,  January  17,  1912. 

Reared  in  his  native  city,  Sinclair  M.  Driver  attended  the  public  and  high 
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schools  of  Racine  and  afterward  joined  his  father  in  business,  acquainting 
himself  with  every  phase  of  the  trade.  He  was  admitted  to  a  partnership 
when  the  business  was  reorganized  under  the  firm  style  of  Thomas  Driver  t 
Sons  Manufacturing  Company.  This  was  incorporated  in  1884  and  following 
the  death  of  the  father  S.  M.  Driver  became  superintendent  of  the  plant,  so 
continuing  until  June,  1915,  when  he  bought  out  the  interests  of  his  brothers 
and  became  president  of  the  company.  He  now  carefully,  systematically  and 
wisely  directs  the  business,  watchful  of  all  details  pointing  to  success,  and 
putting  forth  every  effort  that  promises  substantial  results. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1880,  Mr.  Driver  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Davis, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  H.  and  Jemima  (Morgan)  Davis,  the  former  a  prom- 
inent contractor  and  pioneer  business  man  of  the  city.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Driver  have  been  bom  seven  children :  Mabel,  now  the  wife  of  P.  H.  Greer,  a 
resident  of  Los  Angeles,  California ;  Edith,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Somers,  living 
in  Seattle,  Washington;  Gertrude  and  Clara,  both  at  home;  Helen,  who  is 
teaching  at  Venice,  California,  and  Dorothy  and  Sinclair,  both  in  school. 

Mr.  Driver  is  a  prominent  Mason,  now  serving  as  a  past  master  of  Belle 
City  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  as  past  high  priest  of  Racine  Chapter,  R.  A.  M., 
and  past  worthy  patron  of  the  Eastern  Star.  In  politics  he  is  an  earnest 
republican,  believing  firmly  in  the  principles  of  the  party  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  For  six  decades  Mr. 
Driver  has  been  a  resident  of  Racine  and  through  this  long  period  has  wit- 
nessed much  of  the  growth  and  development  of  the  city.  The  family  have  con- 
tributed in  no  small  measure  to  its  progress  along  industrial  lines  and  Sinclair 
M.  Driver  is  now  at  the  head  of  an  enterprise  which  features  prominently  in 
industrial  interests  and  the  consequent 'prosperity  of  this  section. 


T.  DRIVER  &  SONS  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY. 

T.  Driver  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Company  is  one  of  the  old  established 
industrial  enterprises  of  Racine,  business  having  been  begun  in  1867  by  Thomas 
Driver,  as  a  sash  and  door  manufacturer.  At  that  time  he  bought  out  Lucas 
Bradley,  who  had  established  the  business  in  the  '40s  and  who  was  then 
located  at  Sixth  and  Campbell  streets.  When  Mr.  Driver  took  charge  he  used 
every  energy  toward  the  further  development  of  the  trade  and  success  was 
crowning  his  undertakings  when,  on  the  17th  of  January,  1870,  his  plant  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  Although  he  suffered  considerable  loss,  he  met  the  situa- 
tion courageously  and  rebuilt  his  mill  at  No.  212  East  Second,  now  State, 
street.  The  plant  consists  of  two  buildings;  one  seventy  by  seventy  feet  and 
three  stories  in  height ;  the  other  one  hundred  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet 
and  two  stories  in  height.  For  the  second  time  the  company  sucered  a  dis- 
astrous loss  through  fire,  when  the  plant  burned  in  1896,  but  again  it  was 
rebuilt.  After  purchasing  the  business  from  Lucas  Bradley,  Thomas  Driver 
had  continued  alone  for  a  few  years,  but  in  1875  was  joined  by  his  son,  at 
which  time  the  business  was  reorganized  under  the  firm  name  of  Thomas 
Driver  &  Son.     Still  later  a  further  reorganization  occurred  and  the  firm 
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name  of  Thomas  Driver  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Company  was  assumed,  for 
at  that  time  not  only  John  was  his  partner,  but  three  other  sons,  Andrew, 
Charlie  and  S.  M.  Driver  were  taken  into  the  company.  The  business  was 
incorporated  in  1884.  The  father  continued  at  the  head  of  the  undertaking 
until  his  death,  at  which  time  J.  C.  Driver  was  made  president  with  John  M. 
Driver  as  secretary  and  treasurer  and  S.  M.  Driver,  superintendent.  There 
was  no  further  change  among  the  officers  until  June,  1915,  when  S.  M.  Driver 
bought  out  the  interests  of  hfs  brothers,  and  is  now  president  of  the  com- 
pany, with  Clara  Driver  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  They  manufacture  a  full 
line  of  sash,  doors,  stairs,  cupboards  and  in  fact  many  things  in  wooden  ware 
and  employ  on  an  average  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  men.  The  work  done  is  of 
excellent  character  and  the  product  finds  a  ready  sale  on  the  market,  while 
the  reputation  of  the  house  for  commercial  integrity  as  well  as  enterprise  has 
alwavs  been  an  unassailable  one. 


JOHN  D.  ROWLAND. 


*  John  D.  Rowland,  a  member  of  the  real  estate  aud  insurance  firm  of 
Carpenter  &  Rowland,  was  born  in  Racine,  March  8,  1863,  a  son  of  David 
and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Rowland.  The  father,  who  was  bom  in  north  of 
Wales,  was  a  son  of  David  Rowland,  Sr.,  who  brought  his  family  to  the 
United  States  in  1842,  settling  in  New  York  where  he  died.  His  widow 
afterward  became  the  wife  of  David  Morgan  and  about  1853  they  removed 
to  Racine,  Mr.  Morgan  establishing  a  carpenter  shop  at  the  comer  of  Columbus 
avenue  and  Twelfth  street.  David  Rowland,  Jr.,  when  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years,  went  to  sea  on  a  sailing  vessel  and  spent  several  years  in  that  way, 
visiting  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  afterward  served  as  a  member  of  Company 
P,  Twenty-second  Regiment  of  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  through  the  period  of 
the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in  1862,  while  in  1865  he  was  mustered  out. 
Following  the  close  of  hostilities  he  learned  the  carpenters*  trade  and  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  business  life  in  connection  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing 
Machine  Company,  being  first  employed  as  a  workman  and  later  as  a  con- 
tractor. He  married  Elizabeth  Davis,  who  was  born  in  South  Wales  and  both 
are  now  residents  of  Racine,  Mr.  Rowland  living  retired  at  the  advanced  age 
of  seventy-nine  years. 

J.  D.  Rowland  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children,  but  three  of  the 
number  have  passed  away,  his  surviving  sister  being  Mrs.  E.  E.  Cahood  of 
Racine.  He  obtained  a  public  school  education  and  afterward  attended 
McMynn  Academy.  For  a  few  years  he  was  employed  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Racine  and  subsequently  entered  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  on  the  completion  of  a  law  course  with  the  class 
of  1886.  He  then  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  in  Kenosha,  where  he 
remained  until  1889,  when  he  removed  to  Phillips,  Wisconsin,  where  he  spent 
seven  years.  Later  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad 
and  in  1903  he  entered  into  partnership  with  W.  H.  Carpenter  of  Racine  in 
the  insurance  and  real  estate  bu^ness,  handling  all  kinds  of  insurance  except 
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litV  insurance.     They  have  a  large  clientage  and  their  business  has  reached 
very  substantial  proportions. 

In  1890  Mr.  Rowland  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Lizzie  Hand  of  Kacine. 
a  daughter  of  Judge  Hand,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Margaret,  David  and  John.  The  wife  and  mother  has  passed  away.  Mr- 
Rowland  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  that  he 
is  interested  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  city  is  indicated  by  his  active 
support  of  the  Commercial  Club.  He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  to  several  fraternal  organizations.  He  has  become  a  chapter  Mason  and 
is  also  identified  with  the  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


WILLIAM  SMITH. 


William  Smith,  of  Union  Grove,  has  been  identified  with  various  business 
interests  and  his  acumen  and  initiative  have  enabled  him  to  gain  financial 
independence.  He  is  now  largely  living  retired  but  still  engages  in  the  real 
estate  business  to  some  extent,  holds  title  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  fine  land  and  also  owns  the  hotel  in  Union  Grove.  He  was  born  in  Dover, 
Racine  county,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1853,  a  son  of  William  Smith,  Sr.. 
whose  birth  occurred  in  County  Norfolk,  England,  on  the  17th  of  July,  1817. 
He  emigrated  to  America  in  1839  and  after  spending  three  years  in  New 
Jersey  came  west  in  1842.  He  resided  in  Milwaukee  during  that  summer 
but  in  the  fall  located  in  Dover,  Racine  county,  entering  land  which  he  pur- 
chased as  soon  as  it  was  placed  on  the  market.  He  improved  and  developed 
that  place,  making  it  one  of  the  best  farms  of  his  locality,  and  as  the  years 
passed  his  resources  steadily  increased.  He  was  married  in  this  county  to 
Miss  Mary  Welsh,  a  native  of  Ireland,  in  which  country  her  father,  John 
Welsh,  passed  his  entire  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Smith,  Sr.,  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows :  Robert,  W.,  a  carpenter  of  Union  Grove; 
Amelia,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Donald,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Dover 
township;  John  H.,  who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  adjoining  the  homestead; 
Eliza,  the  wife  of  John  Crane,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  William;  Anna,  who 
married  Hugh  Dardis,  of  Antioch,  Illinois;  Carrie,  now  Mrs.  James  Bell  of 
Waukesha,  Wisconsin;  and  Hattie,  the  wife  of  John  Young,  a  merchant  of 
Union  Grove. 

William  Smith  of  this  review  supplemented  his  public  school  education 
by  attending  the  Rochester  Seminary  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1874. 
He  began  assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  homestead  as  soon  as  he 
was  old  and  strong  enough  and  resided  upon  that  farm  for  many  years  after 
attaining  his  majority.  His  mother  died  in  1885  and  he  cared  for  his  father 
from  that  time  until  the  latter 's  demise  on  the  14th  of  March,  1897.  During 
that  time  he  also  operated  the  home  place,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  splendidly  improved  land  which  he  now  owns,  and  he  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  agriculturists  of  the  county.  He 
was  not  only  successful  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land  and  in  caring  for  stock 
but  also  managed  the  business  phase  of  farming  in  a  highly  efficient  manner. 
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For  two  years — 1878-9 — he  engaged  in  the  rooming  business  in  Chicago  but 
with  that  exception  lived  continuously  upon  the  farm  where  his  birth  occurred 
until  1897.    He  then  removed  to  Union  Grove  and  for  five  years  boarded  with 
his  brother,  R.  W.  Smith,  and  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  real  estate. 
Liater  he  lived  with  U.  C.  Humphries  for  two  years  but  at  the  end  of  that 
time   was  married.     He  continued  active  in  the  real  estate  field  and  still 
handles  some  property  but  is  living  largely  retired.    His  wife  owned  a  shoe 
business  and  following  their  marriage  he  assumed  control  of  the  store  which 
he  conducted  for  several  years.     He  then  leased  it  to  others  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  C.  S.  Van  Dersen  Brothers,  of  Chicago,  and  turned  his 
attention  to  the  buying  and  shipping  of  cabbage  for  the  open  markets.    He  has 
also  been  interested  in  many  other  enterprises  and  in  all  that  he  has  under- 
taken has  proved  successful.     He  now  owns  the  hotel  in  Union  Grove  and 
has  made  it  one  of  the  most  popular  small  hostelries  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
In  1904  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Roach,  the  only 
child  of  John  Roach,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  but  settled  in  Racine  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  the  early  days.     He  was  a  shoemaker  and  built  up  a  large 
business.    Mrs.  Smith  passed  away  on  the  Ist  of  May,  1909,  in  the  faith  of  the 
Roman   Catholic  church.     Mr.  Smith  is  well  known  fraternally,  belonging 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Uniform  Rank,  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the 
Knights  of  Khorassan,  and  to  Racine  Lodge,  No.  252,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  at  Racine, 
and  Purity  Lodge,  No.  39, 1.  0.  0.  P.,  at  Union  Grove,  of  which  he  is  a  charter 
member.     In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  in  religious  faiths  is  a  Roman 
Catholic.    Although  he  has  always  given  close  attention  to  his  private  busi- 
ness interests  he  has  not  confined  his  time  to  his  own  affairs  but  has  given 
generously  of  his  energy  and  also  of  his  means  to  the  promotion  of  the  busi- 
ness expansion  of  Union  Grove.     No  movement  seeking  'the  general  welfare 
has  lacked  his  hearty  support  and  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
advancement  of  the  community  along  various  lines. 


GUS  BEECHER. 


Farming  interests  of  Union  Grove  find  a  worthy  representative  in  Gus 
Beecher,  who  for  sixty-five  years  has  been  a  resident  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  November  27,  1849,  a  son  of  John  Casper 
and  Rebecca  (Lentz)  Beecher,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  in 
which  country  they  were  reared  and  married.  On  coming  to  the  United 
States  they  settled  in  Kenosha  county  in  1851  and  the  father  purchased  forty 
acres  of  good  land.  To  this  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  was  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  cleared,  developed  and 
improved.  There  were  still  a  few  Indians  here  at  the  time  of  his  arrival 
and  the  district  gave  little  indication  of  white  settlement,  the  work  of  progress 
and  improvement  having  been  scarcely  begun.  The  death  of  Mr.  Beecher 
occurred  in  Kenosha  and  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  wide-spread  regret. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  he  gave  his  early  political 
allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  but  subsequently  became  a  stalwart  re- 
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publican.  For  two  or  three  terms  he  filled  the  office  of  town  clerk  and  for 
twenty-five  years  he  occupied  the  position  of  station  agent  at  Kansasville. 
He  was  a  well  educated  man,  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  commxinity,  and  he 
furthered  many  movements  that  have  been  of  value  in  upbuilding  this  section 
of  the  state.  For  some  time  he  was  a  notary  public  and  he  drew  up  deeds 
and  other  documents.  In  Germany  he  had  been  a  forester  and  it  was  the  hope 
of  bettering  his  financial  condition  that  led  him  to  come  to  the  new  world. 
He  became  a  successful  and  well-to-do  business  man  and  his  prosperity  was 
the  direct  result  of  earnest  and  persistent  effort.  His  life  was  at  all  times 
honorable  and  upright  and  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all 
who  knew  him. 

Gus  Beecher,  who  is  the  only  survivor  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
pursued  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  early  became  familiar  with 
every  department  of  farm  work,  for  from  an  early  age  he  was  trained  to  the 
work  of  the  fields.  He  has  always  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  constituting  a  valuable 
farm  property  of  the  district,  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
and  both  branches  of  his  business  are  proving  profitable  because  he  knows 
how  to  wisely  use  his  time  and  opportunities. 

In  1868  Mr.  Beecher  was  married  to  Miss  Mai^y  Ann  Sumpter  and  to  them 
have  been  born  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  yet  living:  Edwin,  who 
assists  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm ;  l^se,  the  wife  of  Fred  Black- 
burn, of  Dover  township;  Laura,  the  wife  of  Edward  Stephens,  proprietor 
of  a  grocery  store  at  Eagle  Grove,  Iowa ;  George,  a  mail  carrier  of  the  town 
of  Dover ;  Roy  and  Raymond,  also  of  Dover  township ;  and  Ross,  a  barber  of 
Lyons,  Wisconsin. 

In  politics  Mr.  Beecher  is  a  republican,  loyal  to  the  interests  of  his  party, 
and  for  eighteen  years  he  served  as  district  clerk.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  his  life  conforms  to  its  teachings,  his^  many  admirable 
characteristics  winning  for  him  the  respect  and  goodwill  of  those  who  know 
him.  .  '  • 


DAVID  H.  FLETT. 


David  H.  Flett,  attorney  at  law,  was  born  at  Kirkwell,  Scotland,  September 
12,  1846,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Kenosha  county,  Wisconsin,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1855.  His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools,  after  which 
he  attended  the  Racine  high  school  for  two  terms,  and  in  1875  he  was  graduated 
at  the  Oberlin  (Ohio)  College,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  That 
same  year  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  schools  for  Kenosha  county  and 
held  thex)iBce  until  1877.  He  was  then  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Elkhom, 
Wisconsin,  until  1879,  and  in  1880  graduated  in  the^  law  department  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  at  Madison.  From  1880  to  1897  he  was  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Racine,  and  four  years  of  that  time — ^from 
1886  to  1890 — was  city  attorney.  In  1897  he  was  elected  municipal  judge, 
which  office  he  held  until  1902,  when  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law. 
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Judge  Flett  was  a  member  of  the  Racine  school  board  in  1896-97 ;  was  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Racine  County  Insane  Asylum  from  1909  to  1915;  a 
trustee  of  the  Taylor  Orphan  Asylum  in  1912-13,  and  is  now  one  of  the  direct- 
ors of  the  Manufacturers  National  Bank, 

On  September  30,  1882,  David  H,  Flett  and  Miss  Louise  Townsend  were 
united  in  marriage.  To  this  union  have  been  born  four  daughters,  two  of 
whom  are  married.  Three  of  the  daughters  are  graduates  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  and  the  youngest  is  a  student  in  the  Racine  high  school. 

Judge  Flett  is  a  quiet,  unassuming  citizen,  who  pursues  ''the  even  tenor  of 
his  way,  * '  his  chief  aim  in  life  apparently  being  to  mind  his  own  business.  In 
the  various  official  positions  he  has  been  called  upon  to  occupy,  he  has  used 
the  same  discretion  that  he  practices  in  the  conduct  of  his  pri^tate  affairs,  and 
it  is  needless  to  say  that  his  course  has  won  the  confidence  and  approbation  of 
the  people  of  Racine  county. 


JOHN  F.  CHEVES. 


The  farming  interests  of  Norway  township  have  a  worthy  representative 
in  John  F.  Cheves,  who  owns  and  operates  a  well  improved  farm  on  section  35. 
He  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  that  township,  his  birth  occurring  there  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1852.  His  parents,  Patrick  Gray  and  Elizabeth  (Smith) 
Cheves,  were  both  natives  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  but  were  married  in  Ke- 
nosha, Wisconsin,  having  come  to  America  in  early  life.  The  father  was  born 
in  1833  and  was  only  eight  years  of  age  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Racine 
county  in  1841.  A  year  later  he  located  upon  a  farm  and  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  pur- 
chased two  hundred.acres  of  government  land  in  Norway  township  and  erected 
thereon  a  log  house,  in  which  the  family  lived  for  some  time.  When  he  located 
upon  his  land  there  were  only  four  or  five  others  residing  in  the  township  and 
he  experienced  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  In  starting 
out  for  himself  he  had  no  capital  and  he  worked  for  others  until  able  to  pur- 
chase land  and  commence  farming  on  his  own  account.  He  went  in  debt  for 
his  property,  but  as  time  passed  Jie  prospered  in  his  undertakings  and  became 
quite  well-to-do.  After  a  useful  and  well  spent  life  he  died  in  1896.  He  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  republican  party  and  his  fellow  citizens,  recognizing 
his  worth  and  ability,  called  upon  him  to  serve  in  several  important  official 
positions.  For  three  years  he  was  a  member  of  tlie  state  legislature,  for 
fourteen  years  was  county  clerk  and  was  chairman  of  the  county  board  for  a 
number  of  years. 

John  F.  Cheves  is  the  only  survivor  in  a  family  of  seven  children.  He 
began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Racine  and  after  graduating  from 
the  high  school  spent  one  year  at  the  Spencerian  College  of  Milwaukee.  He 
has  made  farming  his  life  work  and  he  aided  his  father  in  the  operation  of 
the  old  homestead  until  1881,  when  he  purchased  the  place.  It  is  improved 
with  good,  substantial  buildings,  including  a  very  comfortable  residence.    He 
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raises  a  good  grade  of  Holstein  cattle  and  is  interested  in  dairying  to  some 
extent. 

In  1880  Mr.  Cheves  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mattie  Hankinson,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Hankinson,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Dover 
township.  By  this  union  two  children  have  been  born :  Robert,  who  married 
Carrie  Peterson  and  has  one  son,  Robert  Eugene;  and  Hazel  K.,  .the  wife  of 
Frank  Sugden,  a  farmer  of  Mukwonago,  Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin.  Mrs. 
Cheves  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church. 

The  republican  party  has  always  found  in  Mr.  Cheves  a  stanch  supporter 
of  its  principles  and  he  has  acceptably  filled  the  office  of .  assessor  for  ten  years, 
and  town  treasurer  for  three  of  four  terms.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
his  community  and  wherever  known  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 


JACOB  STOFFEL,  JR. 


Jacob  Stoffel,  Jr.,  figures  prominently  in  commercial  circles  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Stoffel  Brothers,  owners  of  two  \yell  appointed  dry  goods  stores 
in  Racine,  but  while  active  and  energetic  in  this  connection  he  does  not  allow 
individual  interests  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  his  co-operation  in  public 
affairs  and  he  has  rendered  to  his  city  valuable  service  as  alderman  and  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  Racine  claims  him .  as  a  native  son,  his  birth 
having  here  occurred  on  the  2d  of  July,  1861,  his  parents  being  Nicholas  J.  and 
Juliana  Maria  (Schmidt)  Stoffel,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  the 
former  born  at  Neierkirch,  in  the  Rhine  province,  and  the  latter  at  Leidneck. 
In  the  year  1851  they  arrived  in  Racine  and  the  father,  who  was  a  cooper  and 
wagon  maker  by  trade,  conducted  a  shop  on  his  own  account  for  a  few  years,  but 
was  afterward  connected  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  for 
thirty-five  years,  being  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  trusted  representatives  of 
that  corporation. 

Spending  his  youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof,  Jacob  Stoffel  was 
sent  to  the  German  Lutheran  parochial  school,  also  attended  public  school 
and  then  finished  a  course  in  bookkeeping  at  Parsons'  Business  Academy.  He 
afterward  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  and  still  later  accepted  a  clerkship 
in  the  dry  goods  store  of  Clancy  &  Tracey  on  Sixth  street  in  the  year  1877. 
He  followed  this  occupation  for  some  time  and  it  was  the  initial  step  which 
he  made  toward  entering  mercantile  circles  on  his  own  account.  He  care- 
fully saved  his  earnings  and  in  September,  1881,  formed  a  partnership  with 
Jens  Jenson  under  the  firm  style  of  Jenson  &  Stoffel,  opening  a  store  at  No. 
618  State  street.  That  connection  was  continued  until  1887,  when  Mr.  Stoffel 
purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Jenson  and  then,  admitting  his  brother,  Peter 
T.,  to  a  partnership,  the  firm  of  Stoffel  Brothers  was  formed  and  has  since 
been  maintained.  Something  of  the  growth  and  success  of  the  business  is 
indicated  in  the  fact  that  in  1900  they  opened  a  branch  store  on  High  street. 
They  have  a  large  and  substantial  trade,  carry  an  attractive  line  of  goods  and 
have  built  up  a  business  which  is  growing  in  volume  and  importance  year  by 
year.    In  connection  with  his  other  business  interests  Jacob  Stoffel  is  also  a 
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director  of  the  First  National  Bank,  in  which  capacity  he  has  continued  for 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  Stoffel  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Savall,  of  Melvina,  Wisconsin. 
His  children  are :  William,  who  is  now  a  dealer  in  dental  supplies  in  Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin ;  Annette,  the  wife  of  Roy  Martin,  a  prosperous  manufacturer 
of  surveying  instruments,  also  a  resident  of  Milwaukee ;  Earl,  who  is  a  prac- 
ticing dentist  of  Racine ;  Arthur,  who  is  engaged  in  business  with  his  father ; 
Elmer,  who  is  let  graduate  of  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland, 
and  who  is  now  in  business  in  Delaware ;  Selda,  who  is  attending  the  Wiscon- 
sin University  at  Madison ;  and  Leona,  a  high  school  pupil  in  Racine. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stoffel  are  members  of  the  English  Lutheran  church,  loyal 
to  its  teachings  and  generous  in  its  support.  Mr.  Stoffel  belongs  to  the  Elks, 
the  Eagles  and  the  German  M.  V.  His  political  indorsement  is  given  to  the 
republican  party  and  in  the  '908  he  represented  the  Fourth  ward  on  the  board 
of  aldermen.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  champion  and  for 
ten  years  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  acting  as  its  presi- 
dent for  two  years  of  that  time.  He  was  appointed  commissioner  on  the 
army  board  by  Mayor  Thiesen,  July  18,  1916.  At  the  present  time  he  is  serv- 
ing as  a  director  on  the  board  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital  and  he  is  chairman  of 
the  city  committee  of  the  National  Security  League.  Those  who  know  him 
entertain  for  him  warm  regard  and  his  business  relations  and  public  service 
have  brought  him  a  wide  acquaintance.  Moreover;  he  has  always  lived  in 
Racine  and  his  life  history  is  an  open  book.  Those  who  have  known  him 
longest  speak  of  him  in  most  creditable  terms  and  acknowledge  his  right  to  be 
classed  with  the  representative  and  progressive  citizens  and  business  men  of 
this  county. 


EDWARD  H.  WADEWITZ.   K^ 

Edward  H.  Wadewitz,  secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the 
Western  Printing  &  Lithographing  Company,  is  prominent  among  the  alert, 
enterprising  and  successful  business  men  of  Racine,  whose  efforts  have  been  a 
substantial  factor  in  the  city's  growth  and  prosperity  as  well  as  in  individual 
success.  Honored  and  respected  by  all,  he  occupies  an  enviable  position,  not 
only  by  reason  of  the  success  to  which  he  has  attained,  but  also  owing  to  the 
straightforward  business  methods  which  he  has  ever  followed.  In  the  conduct 
of  his  interests  he  has  displayed  marked  initiative,  as  well  as  executive  force. 

A  native  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Wadewitz  was  bom  in  Fredonia,  February  22, 
1878,  a  son  of  fienry  and  Augusta  (Muehlberg)  Wadewitz,  the  latter  a  native 
of  this  state,  where  her. parents  located  in  pioneer  times.  The  father,  Henry 
Wadewitz,  a  mason  by  trade,  also  came  to  Wisconsin  at  an  early  day  and 
eventually  removed  to  Iron  Mountain,  Michigan,  where  he  passed  away  in 
1892.    His  wife  remained  there  for  a  number  of  years  and  is  now  in  Racine. 

Edward  H.  Wadewitz  removed  to  Port  Washington,  Wisconsin,  about  1890, 
and  in  1894,  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  came  to  Racine,  where  he  was 
afterward  joined  by  others  of  the  family.    He  was  one  of  four  sons  and  there 
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was  also  a  daughter  in  the  household.  He  obtained  a  common  school  education 
and  started  in  the  business  world  -as  an  employe  in  a  trunk  factory  owned  by 
his  uncle.  In  1900,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-two  years,  he  went  to  the 
east  and  pursued  a  course  in  the  Potts  Shorthand  School  at  Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania.  In  1904  he  returned  to  Racine  and  was  connected  with  various 
lines  of  business,  making  successive  steps  in  an  orderly  progression,  which 
brought  him,  in  1908,  to  active  connection  with  the  printing  business,  for  in 
that  year  he  bought  out  the  Westside  Printing  Company,  which  had  been 
established  two  years  before  by  John  Geller.  There  were  various  changes  in 
the  partnership,  but  from  the  beginning  Mr.  Wadewitz  has  served  as  secretary 
and  treasurer.  With  the  incorporation  of  the  business,  in  1910,  he  was  re- 
tained in  that  position  and  also  made  general  manager.  The  name  of  the  busi- 
ness was  then  changed  to  the  Western  Printing  &  Lithographing  Company 
and  a  history  of  the  enterprise  is  given  at  length  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
Throughout  the  years  Mr.  Wadewitz  has  been  a  moving  spirit  in  the  develop- 
ment, enlargement  and  control  of  this  undertaking.  The  company  today  has 
the  largest,  complete  printing  plant  in  the  state,  being  thoroughly  equipped  in 
every  department  from  that  of  printing  and  binding  to  engraving  and  electro- 
typing.  The  concern  today  is  largely  a  monument  to  the  efforts,  enterprise 
and  business  ability  of  Mr.  Wadewitz,  whose  well  defined  plans  have  been 
promptly  executed  and  who,  in  the  conduct  of  his  interests,  readily  discrim- 
inates between  the  essential  and  non-essential. 

In  1906  Mr.  Wadewitz  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie  M.  Joslyn,  of  Fond  du 
Lac,  Wisconsin.  They  had  three  children:  Eunice,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years ;  Robert,  and  Winifred.  Mr.  Wadewitz  belongs  to  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
United  Commercial  Travelers  and  the  Racine  Commercial  Club.  In  politics 
he  maintains  a  non-partisan  attitude,  while  in  religious  faith  he  is  connected 
with  the  German  Evangelical  church.  He  feels  concern  for  all  those  things 
which  touch  the  interests  of  society  and  he  supports  the  plans  and  measures 
which  he  deen|s  of  the  greatest  value  in  promoting  public  good.  At  the  same 
time  he  has  won  and  maintained  a  position  in  business  circles  that  should  make 
his  example  one  of  inspirational  worth  to  those  who  must  start  out,  as  he  did, 
empty  handed. 


FRANK  KELLOGG  BULL. 

The  name  of  Bull  has  been  associated  with  the  development  of  Racine  *s 
greatest  industry  and  one  of  the  most  important  manufacturing  enterprises 
of  the  country — the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company — since  1863,  when 
Stephen  Bull  assumed  financial  management  of  the  enterprise.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  presidency  of  the  company  by  his  son,  Frank  Kellogg  Bull,  who 
remains  in  active  connection  with  the  business  at  the  present  time  as  chair- 
man of  the  board,  and  in  all  the  years  his  developing  powers  have  proven 
adequate  to  the  demands  made  upon  him  in  the  control  and  development 
of  this  gigantic  concern.    Mr.  Bull  has  been  practically  a  lifelong  resident  of 
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Racine,  although  his  birth  occurred  at  Spring  Prairie,  in  Walworth  county, 
on  the  7th  of  May,  1857.  His  ancestry  is  traced  back  to  New  England,  he 
being  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  Mayflower  Pilgrims.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents, De  Grove  and  Amanda  M.  (Crosby)  Bull,  established  the  family 
within  Wisconsin's  borders  and  spent  their  remaining  days  as  farming  people 
of  Raymond  township,  Racine  county,  where  both  reached  advanced  age. 
Their  son,  Stephen  Bull,  who  was  bom  in  Scipio,  Cayuga  county,  New  York, 
March  14,  1822,  was  accorded  but  few  educational  or  other  opportunities  in 
his  youth,  mastering  only  such  branches  of  learning  as  were  taught  in  the 
subscription  schools,  but  learning  such  lessons  of  life  as  could  be  gained 
through  actual  experience  in  the  work  of  his  father's  farm,  for  between  the 
ages  of  ten  and  eighteen  years  he  spent  most  of  his  time  in  the  fields.  Then 
came  a  broadening  experience  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in  New  York  city, 
where  he  not  only  learned  something  of  commercial  methods  but  also  of  the 
broader  phase  of  life  in  the  great  metropolis.  Upon  his  return  to  Wisconsin 
in  1845  he  located  in  Racine,  but  the  following  year  established  a  general 
store  at  Spring  Prairie,  Walworth  county,  where  he  conducted  business  for 
a  decade.  He  again  came  to  Racine  in  1857  and  went  to  work  with  his 
brother-in-law,  J.  I.  Case,  an  association  that  was  thereafter  maintained,  Mr. 
Bull  becoming  a  partner  in  the  business  in  1863  and  assuming  control  of  the 
financial  interests  of  the  firm,  in  which  M.  B.  Erskine  also  became  a  partner. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Case,  Mr.  Bull  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  the 
business,  which  in  the  meantime  had  been  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company.  He  continued  as  the  chief  executive 
officer  until  1897  and  he  was  also  a  most  prominent  figure  in  banking  circles, 
becoming  a  stockholder  of  the  Manufacturers'  National  Bank  of  Racine  in 
1872.  In  its  presidency  he  succeeded  M.  B.  Erskine,  who  in  turn  had  suc- 
ceeded J.  I.  Case,,  the  first  president.  Mr.  Bull  remained  at  the  head  of  the 
bank  until  January  1,  1904,  when  he  resigned.  His  last  days  were  spent  in 
honorable  retirement  and,  vigorous  in  mind  and  body,  he  retained  his  interest 
in  questions  and  affairs  of  the  day,  bearing  loyally  the  burden  of  advanced 
years.  His  worth  as  a  factor  in  the  development  and  promotion  of  Racine's 
chief  industry  can  scarcely  be  overestimated,  as  his  sound  judgment,  keen 
discrimination  and  insight  enabled  him  to  so  direct  the  finances  of  the  com- 
pany as  to  make  for  notable  success.    His  death  occurred  Noveniber  15,  1913. 

Stephen  Bull  was  married  June  7,  1849,  to  Miss  Ellen  C.  Kellogg,  who 
passed  away  March  27,  1880,  leaving  five  children,  while  two  of  her  family 
had  previously  been  called  to  the  home  beyond,  a  son  having  died  about 
three  months  old,  while  Herbert  passed  away  at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  The 
others  are:  Ida  R,  the  wife  of  H.  W.  Conger,  of  San  Francisco,  California; 
Frank  K. ;  Jeanette,  the  wife  of  Richard  T.  Robinson,  of  Racine ;  Lillian  M., 
the  wife  of  Frederick  Robinson ;  and  Bessie  M.,  the  wife  of  A.  Arthur  Guilbert. 

Brought  to  Racine  at  the  age  of  three  months,  Frank  K.  Bull  attended  its 
public  schools  and  for  six  years  was  a  student  in  Racine  College.  He  was 
nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  became  connected  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing 
Machine  Company  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  R.  H.  Baker,  who  had 
become  a  partner  in  1863  and  who  directed  his  efforts  in  various  clerical  and 
mechanical  departments  with  a  thoroughness  that  made  him  master  of  the 
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business  in  principle  and  detail.  With  the  reorganization  of  the  biisiness  in 
1881  under  the  name  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company,  Mr.  Bull 
succeeded  Mr.  Baker  as  secretary-treasurer,  the  latter  retiring  on  account  of 
illness.  Mr.  Bull  remained  in  that  official  connection  for  fifteen  years  and 
then  became  his  father's  successor,  retiring  from  the  presidency  in  1915  to 
become  chairman  of  the  board,  and  thus  still  remains  an  active  directing  force 
in  the  management  of  the  business,  which  today  has  about  four  thousand 
employes,  while  its  ramifying  trade  relations  reach  out  to  all  parts  of  the 
world.  A  contemporary  biographer  has  said  of  him:  "The  great  growth 
of  the  business  in  the  last  two  years  is  due  largely  to  the  individual  efforts 
and  foresight  of  Prank  K.  Bull.  Though  he  commenced  his  busineiM  career 
with  unusual  opJ)ortunities,  he  nevertheless  has  been  obliged  to  sustain  a 
difficult  role,  for  the  responsibilities  placed  upon  him  have  required  great 
ability,  and  no  amount  of  prestige  would  have  compensated  for  lack  of  energy 
or  executive  force.  His  predecessors  in  his  present  position  were  men  of  re- 
markable strength,  and  to  maintain  their  standards  and  continue  to  progre® 
within  reason  requires  a  breadth  of  judgment  and  a  measure  of  farsighted 
enterprise  which  few  possess.'* 

The  demonstration  of  his  power  to  correctly  solve  intricate  business  prob- 
lems and  co-ordinate  seemingly  diverse  elements  into  a  unified  whole  has  led 
many  concerns  to  seek  his  co-operation  and  he  has  become  an  important 
factor  in  promoting  the  success  of  various  Wisconsin  corporations.  He  be- 
came the  president  of  the  Belle  City  Manufacturing  Company,  which  he  aided 
in  organizing.  » 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1880,  in  Milwaukee,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Prank  K.  Bull  and  Miss  H.  Belle  Jones,  a  native  of  that  city  and  a 
daughter  of  Louis  Emery  Jones.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are  Stephen 
and  Jeanette.  Of  the  Episcopal  church  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bull  are  communicants 
and  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  for  some  time  a  member  of  the  surpliced 
choir  of  St.  Luke's.  Wfi  political  allegiance  has  always  been  given  to  the 
republican  party  and  he  keeps  well  versed  on  the  significant  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day  that  the  weight  of  bis  influence  may  be  given  in  support 
of  the  measures  of  value  to  the  country.  He  belongs  to  the  Union  League 
Club  of  New  York  and  his  club  relationships  also  extend  to  the  Milwaukee 
Club,  the  Chicago  Athletic  Association  and  the  Racine  Club.  In  addition 
to  his  attractive  home  at  No.  1121  Main  street,  Racine,  the  family  occupy 
through  the  winter  months  a  beautiful  residence  at  Camden,  South  Carolina. 
In  a  review  of  the  life  history  of  Prank  K.  Bull  one  is  led  to  the  reflection 
that  to  accumulate  a  fortune  requires  one  kind  of  genius,  to  retain  a  fortune 
already  acquired,  to  add  to  its  legitimate  increment  and  to  make  such  use 
of  it  that  its  possessor  may  derive  therefrom  the  greatest  enjoyment  and  the 
public  the  greatest  benefit  requires  quite  another  kind  of  genius.  Mr.  Bull 
seems  to  be  the  possessor  of  both.  He  is  a  representative  of  that  yoimger 
generation  of  business  men  who  have  been  called  upon  to  shoulder  responsibil- 
ities differing  materially  from  those  resting  upon  their  predecessors.  In  a 
broader  field  of  enterprise  he  found  himself  obliged  to  deal  with  affairs  of 
greater  magnitude  than  those  with  which  the  founders  of  the  Case  Company 
had  to  do  and  to  solve  more  difficult  and  complicated  financial  and  economic 
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problems.  However,  he  has  met  each  test  and  by  reason  of  the  judgment 
which  has  characterized  his  efforts  at  all  times  he  stands  today  as  a  splendid 
representative  of  the  prominent  American  manufacturer  and  capitalist. 


JEROME  I.  CASE. 


Jerome  I.  Case,  a  representative  of  the  Case  family,  needs  no  introduction 
to  the  readers  of  this  volume.  No  name  fibres  more  conspicuously  on  the 
pages  of  Racine's  history.  The  great  manufacturing  enterprises  conducted 
by  the  family  have  been  the  chief  source  of  material  development  and  con- 
sequent prosperity  of  this  section  of  the  state.  Into  this  heritage  came  Jerome 
I.  Case,  and  he  has  made  it  the  purpose  and  aim  of  hi?  life  to  uphold  the  high 
reputation  of  the  family  in  its  business  connections.  He  was  born  May  6,  1887, 
a  grandson  of  Jerome  I.  Case,  founder  and  promoter  of  the  great  manufactur- 
ing interests  still  maintained  by  the  family,  and  a  son  of  Jackson  I  Case. 

Exceptional  educational  advantages  were  accorded  Jackson  I.  Case,  so  that 
he  was  well  prepared  to  meet  the  responsibilities  and  obligations  that  devolved 
upon  him  in  carrying  on  the  business  interests  instituted  by  his  father.    He 
supplemented  his  high  school  training  by  study  in  the  Racine  Academy  and  in 
the  Michigan  Military  Academy  and  then  entered  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology'  in  Boston.    In  1883  he  accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  with 
the  Fish  Brothers  Wagon  Company,  wnth  which  he  remained  for  almost  two 
years,  and  for  some  time  afterward  he  served  as  secretary  to  his  father.    As 
the  years  passed  he  became  interested  in  many  enterprises.    He  was  president 
and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works,  treasurer 
and  director  of  the  Racine  Hotel  Company,  a  director  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Thresh- 
ing Machine  Company,  and  also  of  the  Manufacturers'  National  Bank.     He 
was  also  interested  in  raising  and  training  turf  stock  and  owned  a  number  of 
notably  fast  horses,  among  these  being  Echora,  with  a  record  of  2 :23V2>  dani  of 
Direct,  at  that  time  the  fastest  pacer  in  the  world,  with  a  record  of  2 :06.    Mr. 
Case  served  several  terms  as  secretary  of  the  Wisconsin  Association  of  Trotting 
Horse  Breeders,  and  was  also  vice  president  and  a  member  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  Northwestern  Association  of  Trotting  Horse  Breeders.    In  1889 
he  served  as  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Industrial  Association.    He  was  widely 
and  favorably  known  all  over  the  countrj.    It  was  but  in  just  recognition  of 
his  sterling  character  and  business  integrity  that  in  1891  Mr.  Case  was  offered 
the  nomination   for  mayor  of  Racine.     His  political  opponent  was  Adolph 
Weber,  who  was  up  for  re-election,  having  previously  been  elected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  seven  hundred  and  twenty-six  votes,  but  Mr.  Case  won  the  election  by 
a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  votes,  thus  changing  the  results  of 
the  previous  year  by  over  one  thousand  votes.     He  bore  the  distinction  of 
being  the  youngest  man  who  ever  held  the  position  in  Racine,  and  was,  at  that 
time,  said  to  be  the  youngest  mayor  in  the  United  States.    He  proved  capable, 
and  little  opposition  was  found  during  his  administration. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1886,  Jackson  I.  Case  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Henrietta  Roy.    On  the  8th  of  January,  1903,  death  called  him  from  his  activ- 
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ities.  His  four  sons  are:  Jerome  I.,  named  for  his  grandfather;  Roy;  Harry; 
and  Percival.  > 

The  first  named  attended  the  public  schools  and  afterward  attended  the 
Manor  School  at  Stamford,  Connecticut.  'It  has  been  customary  with  the  Case 
family  that  their  representatives  should  have  a  thorough  business  training  and 
that  family  connection  should  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  w^ith  this.  Accord- 
ingly Jerome  I.  Case  of  this  review  started  at  the  bottom  wnth  the  J.  I.  Case 
Company  in  1905  and  worked  his  way  upward  through  the  various  depart- 
ments,  learning  the  business  in  its  many  phases.  Promotion  came  to  him  not 
as  the  result  of  influence  but  as  the  outcome  of  his  merit  and  efficiency  and  he 
is  today  assistant  superintendent  of  the  J.  L  Case  Plow  Works. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1911,  Mr.  Case  was  married  to  Miss  Constance  Allien, 
of  Stamford,  Connecticut,  a  daughter  of  Victor  S  and  Mariana  Allien.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  are  Constance  and  Mariana.  The  parents  attend  the 
Christian  Science  church  and  Mr.  Case  maintains  an  independent  political  at- 
titude. He  maintains  a  position  in  harmony  with  the  record  of  the  family  in 
the  breadth  and  activity  of  his  interests  as  relating  to  the  public  welfare  as 
well  as  to  business  relations. 


JOHN  A.  BROWN. 


John  A.  Brown,  manager  of  the  interests  of  the  Goodrich  Transit  Company, 
at  Racine,  was  bom  in  this  city,  July  16,  1875,  a  son  of  William  P.  and 
Mary  T.  (Murphy)  Brown,  who  were  also  natives  of  Racine,  the  former  born 
September  7,  1850,  and  the  latter  March  7,  1851.  The  father  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  Brown,  who  brought  his  family  to  Racine  in  1848,  becoming  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  state,  since  which  time  the  family  name 
has  been  asociated  with  the  substantial  development  and  progress  of  the 
district.  The  father  is  a  molder  by  trade  and  has  always  engaged  in  business 
along  that  line.  About  1886  he  began  manufacturing  on  his  own  account, 
under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Malleable  Wrought  Iron  Company,  and  in 
1892  he  purchased  the  controlling  interest  in  the  Racine  Iron  Company  with 
which  he  remained  until  1908.  He  then  sold  out  and  removed  to  Elgin,  where 
he  is  conducting  business  under  the  name  of  the  Elgin  Brass  Foundry  Com- 
pany. His  wife  died  August  5,  1905.  In  their  family  were  eight  children, 
five  of  whom  are  still  living. 

At  the  usual  age  John  A.  Brown  became  a  public  school  pupil  of  Racine 
and  passed  through  consecutive  grades  to  his  graduation  from  high  school. 
He  was  connected  with  his  father  in  the  Racine  Iron  Company  from  1894 
until  1897  and  in  April  of  the  latter  year  became  connected  with  the  Goodrich 
Transit  Company  with  which  he  has  since  been  identified.  His  ability  and 
fidelity  won  him  promotion  and  he  was  made  manager  of  the  interests  of  the 
company  at  Racine  on  the  1st  of  June,  1902,  since  which  time  he  has  served 
in  that  capacity. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1906,  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to  Miss  Callista  A. 
English  of  Kenosha,  a  daughter  of  Edward  J.  and  Rose  (Kupfer)  English. 
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The  children  of  this  marriage  are :  Edward  William,  John  English,  Rosemary 
E.,  Dorothy  E.,  and  Catharine.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of  St.  Patrick's 
Catholic  church  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  In  politics  he  maintains  an 
independent  course,  but  has  never  been  active  in  political  circles  as  an  office 
seeker,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business  afifairs.  His 
time  has  been  well  spent  and  the  adaptability  and  energy  which  he  displays 
have  gained  him  a  responsible  and  lucrative  position  in  the  business  circles  of 
Racine. 


W.  J.  HIGGIE. 


W.  J.  Higgie,  conducting  an  extensive  and  profitable  business  as  a  dealer 
in  fuel,  having  a  large  plant  oq  the  river,  was  born  in  Racine  on  the  18th  of 
February,  1856^  a  son  of  William  M.  and  Margaret  S.  (Peel)  Higgie,  the  former 
a  native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  The  father  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Racine  and  commanded  a  vessel,  sailing  on  the  Lakes  as  its  captain. 
He  continued  his  residence  here  until  death  ended  his  labors  in  1882. 

After  mastering  the  common  branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Racine,  W.  J.  Higgie  spent  a  winter  in  the  high  school  and  after- 
ward sailed  with  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He 
then  turned  his  attention  to  the  teaming  business  and  for  six  years  was  in  the 
employ  of  James  R.  Morris,  keeping,  however,  his  own  team.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  engaged  in  the  fuel  business  on  a  small  scale.  The 
trade,  however,  gradually  increased  and  after  a  few  years  he  purchased  his 
present  plant.  He  owns  a  dock  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  frontage  on 
the  river  and  has  four  fifty-foot  lots.  In  connection  with  the  fuel  business  he 
does  teaming  contracting  and  in  both  branches  he  is  accorded  a  liberal  patron- 
age, his  energy  and  enterprise  having  brought  him  prominently  to  the  front 
in  his  chosen  line  of  work.  That  he^  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings  is 
indicated  not  only  in  the  fact  that  he  now  controls  an  extensive  business,  but 
also  finds  tangible  evidence  in  his  property  holdings,  for  he  has  a  fine  home 
on  North  Main  street  and  also  a  house  and  four  lots  on  Michigan  avenue. 

In  1897  Mr.  Higgie  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Hurst,  by  whom  he  has  five 
children,  namely:  Leslie,  Margaret,  Beatrice,  Lincoln  and  Cynthia.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Higgie  follows  in  the  political  footsteps  of  his  father,  who  was  an 
ardent  republican.  Since  reaching  adult  age  he  has  studied  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day  and  believes  that  the  platform  of  the  republican  party  con- 
tains the  best  elements  of  good  government.  While  not  an  office  seeker  in 
the  usually  accepted  sense  of  the  term,  he  has  served  for  two  years  as  alder- 
man from  the  seventh  ward  and  is  city  weighmaster.  He  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  he  is  fraternally  connected  with  the 
Foresters  and  the  Royal  League.  Mr.  Higgie  is  a  self-made  man  and  deserves 
all  the  praise  which  that  term  implies,  for  since  nineteen  years  of  age  he  has 
depended  solely  upon  his  own  labors  and  has  won  all  that  he  has  achieved  or 
enjoyed.  In  the  conduct  of  his  affairs  he  has  employed  progressive  methods 
and  the  basis  of  his  success  is  his  unremitting  industry.    He  has  worked  hard 
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day  after  day  and  there  have  been  no  spectacular  chapters  in  his  life  history. 
Such  an  example  should  serve  to  encourage  and  inspire  others,  showing*  what 
may  be  accomplished  when  honorable  purpose  points  out  the  way  and  industry 
perseveres  therein. 


FRANK  J.  MILLER. 


Various  corporate  interests  have  felt  the  stimulus  and  lienefited  by  the 
co-operation  of  Frank  J.  Miller,  who  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  sound  business 
judgment  and  keen  discrimination.  His  plans  are  ever  carefully  formed  and 
promptly  executed,  and  energy  and  determination  have  enabled  him  to  over- 
come all  obstacles  and  difficulties  in  his  path.  His  chief  interest,  perhaps,  is 
that  of  the  J.  Miller  Company,  one  of  the- oldest  and  largest  shoe  manufactur- 
ing concerns  of  this  section  of  the  country,  of  which  he  is  the  president.  The 
difficulties  of  an  undertaking  do  not  deter  him,  for  he  recognizes  the  fact  that 
when  one  avenue  of  opportunity  seems  closed  he  can  carve  out  other  paths 
which  will  bring  him  to  the  desired  goal. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  native  of  Racine.  He  was  bom  February  17,  1860,  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Theresa  (Bauer)  Miller,  the  former  the.  founder  of  the  J.  Miller 
Company  and  long  prominently  and  actively  associated  with  shoe  manufactur- 
ing interests  here. 

Prank  J.  Miller  supplemented  his  studies  by  a  course  in  the  McMynn 
Academy,  from  which  in  due  time  he  was  graduated.  He  made  his  start  in 
the  business  world  with  the  J.  Miller  Company,  acquainting  himself  with  the 
practical  end  of  manufacturing  and  thus  becoming  qualified  to  direct  the 
labors  of  employes.  About  1901  he  became  treasurer  of  the  company  and 
upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1905  succeeded  to  the  presidency.  The  J.  Miller 
Company  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  important  shoe  manufacturing  concerns 
of  this  section.  The  plant  has  a  capacity  of  twenty-five  hundred  pairs  of  men's 
and  boys'  shoes  per  day  and  their  stock  is  well  known  to  the  purchasing  public 
as  the  Miller  Made  Shoe.  They  sell  to  the  retail  trade  direct  and  employ  over 
twenty  traveling  men  to  represent  them  upon  the  road.  The  plant  was  burned 
during  the  great  fire  in  Racine  but  was  at  once  rebuilt  and  has  been  equipped 
with  the  most  modern  machinery.  It  is  supplied  with  steam  power  and  a 
sprinkler  system,  while  the  buildings  are  of  mill  construction.  The  plant  is 
one  hundred  and  forty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  four  stories  in  height, 
and  the  employes  now  number  three  hundred  and  seventy-five.  They  manu- 
facture an  attractive  line  of  footwear  and  enjoy  a  growing  trade  which  has 
made  the  undertaking  a  very  prosperous  and  profitable  one. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  man  of  resourceful  business  ability  and  has  been  identified 
with  various  other  commercial  and  financial  concerns.  He  has  served  as  a 
director  of  the  First  National  Bank,  also  served  as  a  director  of  the  Manu- 
facturers National  Bank  and  was  treasurer  of  the  Belle  City  Street  Railway 
Company  until  it  was  sold.  He  is  likewise  vice  president  of  the  Idlewild  Land 
Company  and  director  of  the  American  Trades  and  Savings  Bank  of  Racine. 

On  the  3rd  of  August,  1908,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  B.  Whit- 
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ford,  of  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  They  are  members  of  the  St.  Rose  Catholic  ^church 
and  Mr.  Miller  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  with  the  Elks. 
He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  and  several  years  ago 
was  a  member  of  the  fire  and  police  board.  He  is  now  identified  with  the 
Commercial  Club  and  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  the  city,  co-operating  in  all  those  plans  and  measures  which  promise 
most  for  Racine's  substantial  improvement. 


ROY  A.  SPENCER. 


Roy  A.  Spencer,  president  of  the  Western  Printing  &  Lithographing  Com- 
pany, Avas  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  Racine  county,  November  7,  1881, 
a  son  of  William  D.  and  Louise  (De  Groat)  Spencer,  the  former  a  native  of 
New  York,  while  the  latter  was  bom  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  this  county, 
peing  a  representative  of  one  of  its  old  families.  Her  parents,  Albert  and 
Abbie  Jane  De  Groat,  arrived  in  this  county  from  Connecticut  about  1831, 
when  civilization  had  scarcely  extended  her  borders  over  the  district.  In  fact 
it  seemed  that  the  work  nof  development  and  improvement  had  scarcely  been 
begun.  The  family  located  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  which  they  secured  from 
the  government  and  with  characteristic  energy  Mr.  De  Groat  began  to  break 
the  sod  and  develop  a  farm,  both  he  and  his  wife  remaining  thereon  until 
called  to  their  final  rest.  It  was  amid  pioneer  surroundings,  in  a  district 
where  Indians  were  still  to  be  seen  and'  where  many  hardships  and  privations 
were  to  be  endured,  that  Louise  De  Groat  was  reared  and  after  reaching 
womanhood  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  William  D.  Spencer,  who  came 
to  Racine  in  1875.  They  were  married  in  this  county,  but  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Devils  Lake,  North  Dakota,  where  the  father  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming.  In  1898  Mrs.  Spencer  returned  to  Racine,  where  she  still  makes 
her  home. 

Roy  A.  Spencer  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
The  others  are:  Elma,  at  home;  Grover;  Abbie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  M.  Mc- 
Clenathan,  a  resident  of  Chicago ;  and  Harold,  at  home.  Roy  A.  Spencer  ob- 
tained a  public  school  education  and  started  out  in  the  business  world  in  the 
capacity  of  printer's  devil  on  the  Journal.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
printing  business.  He  closely  applied  himself  to  the  trade,  working  his  way 
upward  and  mastering  the  business  in  principle  and  detail.  He  was  a  young 
man  of  about  twenty-seven  years  when  he  bought  into  the  Westside  Printing 
Company,  becoming  the  successor  of  William  Bell  and  the  partner  of  E.  H. 
Wadewitz  in  the  undertaking.  In  the  spring  of  1909  they  were  joined  by  C.  H. 
Van  Vliet.  Business  was  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Westside  Printing 
Company  until  1910,  with  Mr.  Spencer  as  the  president  and  E.  H.  Wadewitz 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  the  latter  year  the  business  was  reincorporated 
under  the  style  of  the  Western  Printing  &  Lithographing  Company  and  from 
the  beginning  Mr.  Spencer  has  been  the  president,  with  Mr.  Van  Vliet  as  vice 
president  and  Mr.  Wadewitz  as  secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager.  A 
complete  history  of  the  business  is  given  on  another  page  of  this  work,  show- 
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ing  its  development  under  the  wise  and  able  direction  of  its  oflScers  from  a 
small  undertaking  to  the  largest  and  most  complete  printing  establishment  in 
the  state,  ftaving  most  thoroughly  equipped  departments  in  electrotyping, 
engraving,  printing  and  binding.  There  is  no  phase  of  high  class,  artistic 
coiumricial  or  literary  printing  Avhich  has  not  been  represented  in  the  output 
of  this  establishment,  and  the  importance  and  volume  of  the  trade  has  given  to 
Mr.  Spencer  and  his  associate  officers  of  the  company  rank  with  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  city. 

In  politics  Mr.  Spencer  maintains  the  attitude  of  a  non-partisan,  voting 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  and  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Elks,  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
with  the  Royal  League.  He  belongs  also  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  is  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  its  plans  for  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  the  city.  He 
has  well  in  hand  every  phase  of  his  own  business  and  the  success  which  he  has 
achieved  enables  him  to  speak  with  some  authority  upon  matters  relative  to 
the  improvement  and  welfare  of  the  city. 


H.  B.  KASTENSEN. 


The  rich  farming  countr}^  near  Franksville  contains  many  excellent  prop- 
erties, among  which  is  the  Evergreen  Lawn  Farm,  the  home  place  of  H.  E. 
Kastensen,  who  has  resided  thereon  since  1886,  purchasing  a  tract  of  land  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  has  responded  readily  and  richly  to  the 
care  that  he  has  bestowed  upon  it.  To  other  fields  of  labor  he  has  also  ex- 
tended his  efforts  and  is  regarded  as  a  wide-awake,  alert  and  progressive  busi- 
ness man.  He  was  born  in  Denmark,  February  10,  1852,  a  son  of  Kastensen 
Ericksen  and  Laura  Kastensen,  who  were  also  natives  of  Denmark,  born  in 
1815  and  1830,  respectively.  The  father,  who  was  a  shoemaker,  died  in  his 
native  country  in  1865,  after  which  the  mother  came  to  the  new  world,  passing 
away  in  1905.  Both  were  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Their 
family  numbered  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living :  H.  E. ;  Andrew, 
a  fanner  of  Raymond  township;  and  Lena,  the  wife  of  Sam  Nelson,  who  is 
employed  in  the  shops  at  Racine. 

H.  E.  Kastensen  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Denmark,  remain- 
ing in  that  country  until  his  life  record  covered  two  decades.  In  1872  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  made  his  way  to  Racine,  after  which  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  farm  hand  through  the  summer  months,  while  in  the  winter  season 
he  worked  in  the  logging  camps  of  Northern  Michigan.  He  was  not  afraid  of 
hard  labor  and  resolved  that  his  industry  must  win  him  success.  Little  by 
little  he  added  to  his  savings  until  he  was  able  to  purchase  his  present  farm 
in  1886.  The  place  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  arable  land 
and  its  productiveness  has  been  greatly  enhanced  through  his  utilization  of 
modem  farming  methods.  He  has  rebuilt  the  home,  having  now  a  nice  resi- 
dence, and  there  is  also  a  good  barn  which  he  erected,  together  with  other 
substantial  buildings,  on  the  place.  He  does  considerable  dairying,  having  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  cows,  mostly  Holsteins.    His  farming  and  dairying  interests, 
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however,  have  not  comprised  the  full  extent  of  his  business  activities,  for  he 
is  now  vice  president  of  the  Franksville  Telephone  Company  and  for  twelve 
years  was  treasurer  of  the  Raymond  Stone  Crusher  Company. 

In  1886,  in  Racine,  Mr.  Kastensen  was  married  to  Miss  Camella  Rasmussen, 
who  was  born  in  Denmark,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children : 
Harvey,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Raymond  township;  and  Irvin,  Clara, 
Edmond  and  Arthur,  aged  respectively  twenty-six,  twenty-three,  nineteen  and 
sixteen  years,  and  all  at  home.  The  youngest  son  is  a  student  in  the  high 
school  at  Union  Grove. 

The  parents  are  prominent  members  and  active  workers  in  the  Baptist 
church  and  for  twenty  years  Mr.  Kastensen  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Danish- 
Norwegian  State  Baptist  Convention.  He  is  much  interested  in  the  political 
situation,  voting  with  the  republican  party,  and  for  fifteen  years  served  as  a 
member  of  the  town  board,  but  resigned  about  two  years  ago.  He  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  twenty  years  and  was  on  the  insurance 
county  board  for  a  number  of  years.  No  public  duty  that  devolves  upon  him 
is  neglected  and  no  obligation  which  he  incurs  is  ever  forgotten.  He  fully 
meets  every  responsibility  and  is  ready  to  face  any  emergency  with  the  strength 
that  comes  from  a  right  conception  of  things  and  an  understanding  of  that 
which  is  most  worth  while. 


JOSEPH  J.  PATRICK. 


Joseph  J.  Patrick,  filling  the  office  of  county  clerk,  was  born  in  Milwaukee 
county,  Wisconsin,  May  3,  1882,  a  son  of  John  and  Marie  (Mealy)  Patrick. 
The  father  was  born  in  Waterford,  Racine  county,  February  8,  1857,  and  was 
a  son  of  Joseph  Patrick,  a  stonemason  by  trade,  who  came  to  this  country  at 
an  early  period  in  its  development,  working  at  his  trade  here  until  called  to 
his  final  rest,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

John  Patrick  was  reared  in  this  county  and  has  made  farming  his  life 
work.  He  wedded  Mary  Mealy,  who  was  born  in  Dover  township,  Racine 
county,  November  28,  1859,  a  daughter  of  James  Mealy,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  about  1841,  with  his  father,  Patrick  Mealy.  They  both  assisted 
in  digging  the  Erie  canal,  after  which  they  returned  to  Ireland,  but  in  1836 
they  again  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  made  their  way  to  Dover  township,  Racine 
county,  whei'e  they  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers.  Patrick  Mealy 
secured  a  tract  of  government  land,  comprising  the  south  half  of  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  3,  and  obtained  the  deed  from  the  government  in  1842. 
He  also  secured  other  entries  of  government  land,  including  the  southwest 
quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  34,  Norway  towmship.  His  son, 
James,  entered  a  claim  on  the  east  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  34, 
Norway  township,  and  received  his  deed  to  the  same  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1845.  The  family  has  thus  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  development 
of  the  county  for  eighty  years  and  has  contributed  largely  to  progress  along 
that  line.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Patrick  have  always  lived  upon  a  farm  and  they 
now  make  their  home  in  Dover  township,  Racine  county. 
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Joseph  J.  Patrick  obtained  a  public  school  education  and  pursued  a  busi- 
ness course  in  Rochester  Academy,  while  for  a  short  period  fie  was  a  student 
in  the  Whitewater  (Wis.)  Normal  School.  He  afterward  took  up  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching,  which  he  followed  for  four  years,  and  in  early  manhood  he 
learned  the  mason's  trade,  but  during  much  of  his  life  he  has  occupied  public 
office.  In  1907  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  turnkey  and  deputy  sheriff, 
acting  in  that  capacity  for  two  years.  He  served  from  1909  Jto  1910  as  under- 
sheriff  and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  county  treasurer,  taking  office  in 
January,  1911.  He  was  the  capable  and  faithful  incumbent  in  that  position 
until  1915,  when  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
capacity.  His  record  is  characterized  by  a  clear  understanding  of  the  duties 
that  devolve  upon  him  and  by  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  every  task  that 
has  come  to  him  as  a  public  official.  He  has  always  been  a  stalwart  champion  of 
the  republican  party  and  its  principles  and  is  now  its  candidate  for  reelection. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1910.  Mr.  Patrick  was  married  to  Miss  Marie 
Christiansen,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Marie  Christiansen.  Their 
children  are  Gladys  and  Glynn.  Mr.  Patrick  has  membership  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  master  of  finance.  He 
has  taken  the  degrees  of  both  the  subordinate  lodge  and  encampmeilt  in  that 
order  and  he  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
the  Moose  and  the  Eagles,  while  his  interest  in  community  affairs  is  indicated 
in  his  association  with  the  Commercial  Club.  Practically  a  lifelong  resident 
of  this  county  and  a  representative  of  two  of  its  well  known  pioneer  families, 
his  history  is  familiar  to  his  fellow  townsmen  and  that  they  indorse  his  course 
and  recognize  him  as  a  worthy  public  official  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  pop- 
ular suffrage  has  kept  him  in  office  for  six  years. 


MARTIN  CHRISTENSEN. 

Martin  Christensen,  who  by  the  vote  of  his  fellow  citizens  has  been  made 
custodian  of  public  funds  in  Racine  county,  now  filling  the  position  of  county 
treasurer,  was  born  at  Union  Grove  on  the  21st  of  January,  1870,  a  son  of 
Chris  and  Anna  Christensen,  the  former  passing  away  in  the  year  1873  and  the 
latter  in  1874.  The  father  was  a  mason  contractor  and  carried  on  business 
along  that  line  until  his  death. 

Martin  Christensen.  left  an  orphan  when  but  three  years  of  age,  was  reared 
in  the  home  of  N.  M.  Christensen,  a  farmer  living  in  Raymond  township,  Racine 
county,  and  there  he  acquired  a  public  school  education.  He  started  to  earn 
his  living  as  a  seaman,  sailing  on  the  lakes  for  nine  years,  but  eventually  tiring 
of  that  occupation,  he  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Raymond  township  and  devoted 
the  succeeding  eleven  years  to  agricultural  pursuits,  bringing  his  fields  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  sold  out.  He  had  pre- 
viously been  elected  to  local  offices,  having  for  five  years  served  as  township 
assessor,  and  subsequently  for  four  years  was  chairman  of  the  town  board  of 
Raymond  township  and  for  two  years  of  that  period  was  chairman  of  the  county 
board.    In  1912  he  removed  to  Racine  and  in  1914  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
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county  treasurer,  in  wKich  position  he  has  since  remained.  He  is  loyal  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  carefully  managing  the  financial  interests  of  the  county 
and  displaying  the  same  fidelity  that  he  would  show  in  the  care  of  private  busi- 
ness interests. 

On  the  23d  of  Jul}^  1912,  Mr.  Christensen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sophia  Frederickson,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Frederickson, 
and  they  now  have  one  son,  James  William.  Mr.  Christensen  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  and  his  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church,  his  belief  guiding  his  life  in  its  various  relations. 
His  political  indorsement  has  ever  been  given  to  the  republican  party  and 
he  is  a  recognized  leader  in  its  ranks,  taking  an  active  part  in  furthering  the 
success  of  the  party  and  reflecting  credit  thereon  by  the  capable  manner  in 
which  he  discharges  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  has  been  called. 


A.  AND  C.  RASMUSSEN. 

A.  and  C.  Rasmussen  are  treasurer  and  vice  president,  respectively,  of  the 
Peerless  Machine  Company,  which  was  incorporated  in  1916.  This  company 
was  formed  for  the  manufacture  of  high  speed  power  hack  saws  and  their  ma- 
chines are  now  upon  the  markets  of  England,  Denmark,  Holland  and  Japan.  In 
the  conduct  of  this  undertaking  they  have  shown  a  most  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive spirit  and  each  month  marks  a  notable  advance  in  the  success  of  the 
business.  The  brothers  have  been  lifelong  residents  of  Racine  county,  their 
birth  having  occurred  in  North  Cape  township  in  1878  and  1880,  respectively, 
the  parents  being  Hans  and  Mary  (Hansen)  Rasmussen,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Denmark.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1871,  settled  in  Chicago 
and  were  there  married.  They  began  their  domestic  life  in  that  city,  but 
after  three  years  removed  to  a  farm  in  North  Cape  township,  Racine  county, 
where  Mr.  Rasmussen  continued  to  engage  in  general  agricultural  pursuits  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  twenty-four  years  ago.  After  the 
demise  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Rasmussen  established  her  home  in  Racine,  where 
she  still  resides.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  as  follows :  Peter  and 
Martin,  both  of  whom  are  residents  of  Racine;  A.  and  Charles,  of  this  review; 
Mary,  at  home;  Anna,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Ewen  and  resides  in  Mich- 
igan ;  Emma,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Temerr,  of  Racine ;  and 
Katie,  at  home. 

A.  and  C.  Rasmussen  were  public  school  pupils  and  when  their  textbooks 
were  put  aside  began  to  learn  the  machinist's  trade,  which  they  followed  until 
twelve  years  ago.  At  that  time  they  formed  a  partnership  and  organized  the 
Racine  Gas  Engine  Company.  Four  years  afterward  the  business  was  changed 
to  the  Racine  Tool  Company  and  six  years  ago  they  sold  out.  A.  Rasmussen 
then  did  considerable  experimenting  and  he  also  sold  engines  for  a  time.  In 
1916  they  organized  the  Peerless  Machine  Company,  which  was  incorporated 
with  a  capital  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  with  H.  L.  Herrick  as  the  presi- 
dent, Charles  Rasmussen  as  vice  president,  R.  T.  Ingles  as  secretary  and  A. 
Rasmussen  as  treasurer.     This  company  manufactures  a  high  speed  power 
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hack  saw  and  has  installed  its  machines  in  the  markets  of  England,  Denmark, 
Holland  and  Japan,  and  is  perfecting  its  plans  to  place  its  machines  in  every 
country  in  the  world.  Mr.  Rasmussen  was  the  first  to  manufacture  a  high 
speed  power  hack  saw  and  has  given  to  the  world  a  device  of  marked  and 
recognized  value. 

In  1907  Mr.  Rasmussen  was  married  to  Miss  Katie  Seater.  His  brother, 
Charles  Rasmussen,  was  married  twelve  years  ago  to  Hannah  Paulsen  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Evelyn,  ten  years  of  age.  Both  brothers  are  mechanics  of 
marked  ability  and  both  are  inventors,  having  won  a  number  of  patents  upon 
their  inventions,  while  several  are  still  pending.  They  are  alert  and  energetic, 
constantly  studying  along  the  lines  into  which  their  native  talents  have  di- 
rected them,  and  their  efforts  have  constituted  a  Valuable  asset  in  the  world's 
work.  They  are  now  meeting  with  well  merited  success,  their  plant  having  a 
floor  space  of  forty  by  one  hundred  and  eight  feet,  and  they  expect  soon  to 
enlarge  the  building  in  order  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  trade. 


WILLIAM  E.  TUCKER. 


William  E.  Tucker,  a  successful  farmer  and  dairyman  living  in  Yorkville 
township,  is  also  serving  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  making  an 
excellent  record  in  that  capacity.  He  was  born  in  Brighton,  Kenosha  county, 
on  the  14th  of  May,  1854,  a  son  of  William  and  Jane  (Gilbert)  Tucker,  both 
natives  of  England,  the  former  born  in  1823  and  the  latter  in  1818.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  James  Tucker,  passed  his  entire  life  in  England,  but 
the  maternal  grandfather,  William  Gilbert,  came  to  America  and  on  settling 
in  Kenosha  county,  Wisconsin,  entered  two  hundred  acres  in  the  vicinity  of 
Corliss.  He  brought  his  farms  to  a  high  state  of  improvement  and  was  one  of 
the  substantial  land  owners  of  his  locality.  His  homestead  is  now  owned  and 
operated  by  W.  E.  Tucker.  William  Tucker,  the  father,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  early  manhood  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  Kenosha  county, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1855.  He  was  married  in  Kenosha  county  to 
Miss  Jane  Gilbert,  who  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents  when  twenty 
years  old.  She  survived  him  for  four  decades,  her  demise  occurring  in  1895. 
They  were  Methodists  in  religious  faith  and  the  father  was  a  local  preacher. 
In  political  belief  he  was  a  prohibitionist  and  his  influence  was  always  on  the 
side  of  right  and  moral  improvement.  He  was  well  known  and  had  many 
warm  friends.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  three  children,  namely :  J.  G., 
who  is  a  real  estate  dealer  of  Racine  and  owns  twelve  or  fourteen  houses  there ; 
E.  B.,  an  attorney  of  Columbus  Junction,  Iowa ;  and  William  E. 

The  last  named  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  Rochester 
Academy.  The  winters  were  devoted  to  study  and  the  summers  to  farm  work 
and  he  thus  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits,  which  has 
since  been  of  the  greatest  value  to  him.  As  his  father  had  died  when  he  was 
an  infant  and  as  the  family  was  in  somewhat  limited  circumstances  he  and  his 
brothers  had  to  work  hard  in  order  to  help  meet  the  family  expenses.  He  has 
continued  to  follow  the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared  and  now  owns  one 
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hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Yorkville  township,  which  comprises  part  of  the 
homestead  of  his  maternal  grandfather.  The  farm  is  improved  with  substantial 
and  attractive  buildings  and  everything  about  the  place  is  kept  in  excellent 
condition.  He  does  general  farming,  but  pays  special  attention  to  the  dairy 
business,  keeping  a  number  of  high  grade  Holstoin  cows.  He  was  formerly 
for  eight  years  engaged  in  the  creamery  business,  in  which  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful, taking  charge  during  that  time  of  three  creameries,  which  were  failing 
to  make  expenses,  and  building  them  up  until  they  were  paying  institutions, 
afterward  disposing  of  them  at  a  profit.  He  has  at  all  times  depended  upon 
his  own  resources  for  his  advancement  and  his  prosperity  is  proof  of  his  busi- 
ness ability  and  his  energy. 

Mr.  Tucker  was  married  in  October,  1902,  to  Miss  Sarah  Mytton,  who  was 
born  in  Kenosha  county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ann  (Price) 
Mytton,  born,  respectively,  in  Wigmore,  Hereford  county,  England,  on  the 
11th  of  July,  1843,  and  in  Lyons  Hall,  England,  on  the  23d  of  September, 
1836.  The  father  passed  away  on  the  8th  of  June,  1902,  but  the  mother  sur- 
vives and  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Tucker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  children :  Margaret  and  May,  both  attending  school. 

^Ir.  Tucker  supports  the  prohibitionist  party  at  the  polls  and  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  -public  affairs.  In  1904  he  was  elected  supervisor  and  in 
1906  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board,  in  which  office  he  has  since  served. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Union 
Grove  and  in  its  teachings  have  found  the  principles  which  govern  their  con- 
duct.   Their  sterling  worth  is  generally  recognized  and  their  friends  are  many. 


EUGENE  WALTER  LEACH. 

Eugene  Walter  Leach,  engaged  in  the  life  insurance  business  at  Racine 
since  1894  as  agent  for  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company  and  not  unknown 
in  literary  circles,  was  born  in  Excelsior,  Hennepin  county,  Minnesota,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1857,  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Deborah  B.  (White)  Leach.  The 
father  was  bom  in  Burke,  Vermont,  jfnd  in  1854  made  his  way  to  Racine, 
whence 'in  1856  he  removed  to  Minnesota,  but  in  1859  he  returned  to  Racine, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1899.  He  was  a  railway  car  builder  and 
was  employed  continuously  for  thirty-six  years  by  the  Racine  &  Mississippi 
Railway  Company  and  its  successor,  the  Chicago,  Mihvaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way Company.    His  wife  was  bom  near  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

Brought  to  Racine  when  but  two  years  of  age,  Eugene  W.  Leach  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  this  city,  wluere  he  attended  the  graded  and  high  schools. 
Ho  became  a  woodworker  and  contractor  with  the  Racine  Hardware  Manufac- 
turing Company  and  so  continued  from  1876  until  1894.  In  the  latter  year  he 
embarked  in  the  life  insurance  business  and  has  since  represented  the  Aetna 
Life  Isurance  Company,  in  which  connection  he  has  won  a  liberal  clientage. 
Moreover,  he  is  well  known  as  the  compiler  and  author  of  ''The  Methodist 
Church  &  Early  Racine,"  published  in  1912;  ''Racine  County  Militant,''  a  mil- 
itary history  of  Racine  county,  published  in  1915,  and  "Yesterday  &  Today  in 
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Racine/'  a  book  of  pictorial  contrasts.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  progres- 
sive. He  is  a  member  of  the  Racine  Commercial  Club  and  since  1876  has  been 
a  loyal  member  of  ^the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  while  since  1866  he 
has  been  active  in  the  Sunday  school,  and  in  both  organizations  has  for  many 
years  held  office. 


CHARLES  JONAS. 


America's  open-door  policy  has  constituted  a  refuge  to  millions  of  Europe  s 
citizens,  among  which  number  have  been  those  of  broad,  scholarly  attainments 
and  keen  intellectual  discernment  whose  vision  has  enabled  them  to  under- 
stand the  significant  questions  and  vital  problems  of  monarchical  government 
control.  Because  of  the  expression  of  their  advanced  view  where  free  speech 
is  not  fully  tolerated,  they  have  been  obliged  to  seek, homes  in  **the  land  of 
the  free.''  Such  was  the  history  of  Charles  Jonas  and  thereby  Bohemia  became 
a  loser  but  America  a  gainer.  Wisconsin  long  honored  him  as  one  of  her  dis- 
tinguished citizens,  a  man  whose  work  and  teachings  did  much  to  assimilate 
the  foreign-born  element  in  our  citizenship,  for  among  European  peoples  and 
especially  his  fellow  countrymen  he  instilled  high  ideals  of  American  life, 
purposes  and  prospects. 

Mr.  Jonas  was  bom  at  Malesov,  Bohemia,  October  30,  1840,  and  acquired 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town.  When  ten  years 
of  age  he  was  sent  to  the  higher  schools  at  Kuttenberg  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  was  graduated  from  the  Bohemian  real  school  at  Prague  and  entered 
the  polytechnic  institute.  He  also  attended  lectures  at  the  university.  In 
1859  he  wrote  in  the  German  language  a  critical  essay  on  the  middle  school 
system  then  in  vogue  in  Bohemia,  which  treatise  displeased  the  Austrian  gov- 
ernment and  was  seized  while  in  the  course  of  publication.  It  subjected  him 
to  spiteful  persecution  by  the  Austrian  authorities,  which  culminated  in  his 
banishment  from  Prague  in  1860.  He  left  his  native  country  secretly  in 
October  of  the  same  year  and  went  to  London,  where  he  secured  a  position  as 
newspaper  correspondent,  so  continuing  until  1863.  He  was  then  called  to 
America  to  take  charge  of  the  Slavic,  the  first  journal  published  in  the  Bo- 
hemian language  on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  It  was  founded  in  1860  by  Prank 
Korizek,  of  Racine.  Mr.  Jonas  sailed  from  Europe  on  the  25th  of  February. 
1863,  and  on  reaching  American  soil  made  his  way  at  once  to  Racine,  where 
he  took  up  his  permanent  abode.  In  1870  he  made  a  trip  to  Europe  and  while 
abroad  the  Franco-German  war  broke  out.  Through  the  recommendation  of 
George  Bancroft,  at  that  time  American  minister  at  Berlin,  he  obtained  per- 
mission to  go  to  the  seat  of  war  and  was  one  of  the  first  foreigners  who  entered 
Paris  in  January,  1871,  after  the  signing  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  at 
Versailles.  Soon  afterward  he  returned  to  Germany,  where  he  waited  for  the 
ratification  of  the  naturalization  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Austria, 
which  had  been  agreed  upon  a  short  time  before.  He  then  visited  his  native 
country,  where  he  found  his  aged  mother,  but  his  father  had  in  the  meantime 
passed  away.     Mr.  Jonas  gave  much  attention  to  a  study  of  the  significant 
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economic,  sociological  and  political  questions  confronting  Europe  and  while 
on  that  continent  wrote  an  essay  on  ** Federation  in  Austria"  and  also  a 
treatise  on  **The  Social  Position  of  Woman,  Especially  in  England  and  Amer- 
ica. ' '  He  also  brought  forth  a  book  on  the  cause  of  the  downfall  of  Prance  and 
another  volume  entitled  **The  American  Constitution  and  Self  Government,'* 
all  of  which  were  published  in  Prague  and  portions  of  which  were  translated 
into  other  languages.  His  preliminary  education,  broad  as  it  was,  constituted 
but  the  first  step  in  his  intellectual  development,  for  throughout  his  life  he 
was  continually  broadening  his  knowledge  by  investigation,  study  and  re- 
search and  his  literary  contributions  have  been  of  vast  worth  to  the  world. 
He  was  the  author  of  the  first  dictionary  of  the  Bohemian  and  English  lan- 
guages ever  published.  It  came  first  from  the  press  of  Racine  in  1876  and  has 
since  been  revised  and  enlarged.  In  1883  he  brought  forth  his  Popular  Ameri- 
can Interpreter,  which  has  since  passed  through  half  a  dozen  editions,  and  his 
authorship  likewise  includes  a  treatise  on  the  American  common  and  statute 
law,  which  has  been  repeatedly  issued,  passing  through  various  editions.  In 
1890,  in  response  to  a  broad  and  urgent  demand,  he  wrote  and  published  a 
popular  Bohemian  course  for  English  speaking  people  which  he  published 
under  the  title  of  ** Bohemian  Made  Easy."  Throughout  the  period  of  his 
residence  in  Racine  he  retained  the  control  of  the  newspaper  Slavic,  in  which 
undertaking  his  younger  brother,  Fred  Jonas,  became  his  associate,  taking 
up  the  business  management  in  1868.  Charles  Jonas  extended  the  scope  of 
his  activities  in  the  newspaper  field  in  the  year  1880,  when  he  began  the  publi- 
cation of  a  weekly  of  a  literary  character  entitled  **Rodina,"  meaning  "The 
Family.''  The  latter  paper  has  always  shared  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Slavic, 
notwithstanding  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  competition  in  the  field 
of  Bohemian  publications  not  only  in  Wisconsin  but  throughout  the  entire 
United  States.  Mr.  Jonas  gave  his  entire  life  to  journalism  and  literary  work 
and  his  writings  were  ever  a  stimulus  to  intellectual  activity  among  his  fel- 
low countrymen. 

On  the  11th  of  August,  1864,  Mr.  Jonas  was  married  to  Miss  Christine 
Korizek  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : 
Carrie,  the  widow  of  Charles  Salak,  of  Racine ;  Jennie,  the'  wife  of  Otto  Kubin, 
of  Evanston,  Illinois;  Charles,  of  Palm  Beach,  Florida,  and  George  W,  of 
Palm  Beach,  Florida.  Mrs.  Jonas  now  makes  her  home  at  West  Palm  Beach, 
Florida. 

Politically  Mr.  Jonas  became  a  republican,  supporting  the  party  until  1872, 
when  he  joined  the  liberal  movement.  He  afterward  became  a  stalwart  advo- 
cate of  democratic  principles  and  took  prominent  part  in  shaping  campaigns 
as  a  member  of  the  state  central  and  executive  committees  of  Wisconsin. 
He  was  also  prominently  known  as  a  public  speaker  in  different  states  and  his 
arguments  were  strong  and  logical  and  his  utterances  convincing,  being  based 
upon  clear  reasoning  and  a  wide  undertanding  of  the  points  imder  discus- 
sion. His  fellow  citizens,  appreciating  his  ability,  called  him  to  the  oflSce  of 
city  councilman  of  Racine  on  various  occasions  and  in  1877  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  district  in  the  state  legislature,  making  so  creditable  a  record 
in  the  lower  house  that  in  1882  he  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  on  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  notwithstanding  his  residence  in  a  district  which  was  formerly 
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regarded  as  strongly  republican.  In  1885  President  Cleveland  appointed  him 
United  States  consul  to  Prague  but  the  Austrian  government  objected  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  once  been  implicated  in  Austrian  politics.  In  October, 
1886,  however,  the  Austrian  minister  at  Washington  oflScially  notified  the  sec- 
retary of  state,  Mr.  Bayard,  that  the  objection  had  been  withdrawn.  He 
was  reappointed  consul  on  the  17th  of  November,  1886,  and  immediately  left 
for  his  post  of  duty,  where  he  was  exceedingly  well  received  and  treated  with 
distinction  by  the  authorities  and  by  the  people.  Under  his  control  the  con- 
sulate at  Prague  was  raised  to  a  higher  class  and  he  continued  in  oflSce  until 
he  handed  it  over  to  his  successor,  Roger  C.  Spooner,  who  had  been  appointed 
by  President  Harrison  on  the  16th  of  July,  1889. 

Mr.  Jonas  then  visited  Switzerland  and  also  the  exposition  at  Paris,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Racine.  Here  he  continued  a  most  important 
and  influential  factor  in  political  circles  and  in  1890  was  elected  lieutenant 
governor  of  the  state  by  a  majority  of  thirty-five  thousand  on  the  ticket  with 
Governor  George  W.  Peck.  He  served  with  distinction  until  1894,  when  he 
resigned  to  accept  the  appointment  of  consul  general  at  St.  Petersburg,  Rus- 
sia, and  later  United  States  consul  at  Crefeld,  Germany,  where  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  his  official  duties  when  death  called  him  Jan- 
uary 15,  1896.  His  remains  were  then  taken  back  to  his  native  land  for  inter- 
ment and  he  was  laid  to  rest  at  Prague.  There  has  been  perhaps  no  citizen 
of  America  of  Bohemian  birth  who  has  done  more  for  the  country  and  for  his 
fellow  countrymen  in  this  land  than  did  Charles  Jonas.  He  ever  held  to  the 
highest  ideals,  displaying  the  utmost  loyalty  to  his  adopted  land,  seeking  ever 
to  inculcate  his  fellow  countrymen  with  a  love  of  America  and  her  institutions 
and  infusing  in  them  a  desire  to  bring  about  the  highest  standards  of  democ- 
racy.   He  indeed  deserves  to  be  ranked  with  the  state's  most  honored  men. 


STEPHEN  H.  FREEMAN. 

Stephen  H.  Freeman  needs  no  introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume, 
for  the  name  of  Freeman  is  too  well  known  in  Racine  to  require  special  com- 
ment. Bom  September  15,  1870,  in  the  city  in  which  he  still  resides,  he  ob- 
tained a  public  school  education,  attending  high  school  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  began  work  in  his  father's  boiler-making  and  implement 
manufacturing  establishment.  He  made  it  his  purpose  to  thoroughly  acquaint 
himself  with  the  various  phases  of  the  business  and  with  his  increasing  knowl- 
edge and  ability  has  advanced  steadily  step  by  -step.  His  duties  have  been 
largely  in  the  clerical  and  office  end  of  the  work  and  in  1904  he  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  company,  which  is  his  present  connection.  He  is  in  constant 
consultation  with  his  brothers  concerning  the  management  and  direction  of 
the  enterprise,  which  has  been  a  constantly  growing  concern  and  is  today  one 
of  the  mammoth  productive  industries  of  Racine,  its  output  in  boilers  and 
farm  implements  and  machinery  being  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Stephen  H.  Freeman  was  married  in  1896  to  Miss  Ora  Gallaway,  of  Racine, 
who  died  in  1906,  and  he  has  since  wedded  Ida  Roebuck,  of  this  city.    By  the 
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second  marriage  there  are  two  children:    Stephen  Edward,  in  his  seventh 
year,  and  Aileen  Heleji,  now  in  her  fourth  year. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Placeman  is  a  democrat,  well  versed  on  the  ques- 
tions and  issues  of  the  day,  but  not  active  as  an  office  seeker.  He  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  to  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
Foresters,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  St.  Luke's  Episcopal 
church.  They  occupy  a  most  enviable  position  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city 
and  their  own  home  is  characterized  by  a  warm-hearted  hospitality  that  is 
greatly  enjoyed  by  their  many  friends. 


JOHN  C.  HOOD. 


John  C.  Hood,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Racine  county  and  a  native  of 
the  city  of  Racine,  was  born  October  18,  1869,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Alice  A. 
(Coy)  Hood.  The  father,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Oxford,  Pennsylvania,,  was 
a  son  of  Thomas  Hood,  also  born  in  the  Keystone  state.  In  the  year  1838 
Thomas  Hood  brought  his  family  to  Racine  and  entered  a  government  claim 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  the  city.  With  the  pioneer  development 
of  the  district  he  was  closely  associated  and  he  became  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential resident  of  his  township.  His  son,  Samuel  Hood,  embarked  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Racine  and  was  for  many  years  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
leading  lumber  yards  of  the  city,  conducting  a  growing  and  profitable  business. 
He  was  interested  in  all  projects  for  the  welfare  and  benefit  of  the  community 
and  at  one  time  served  on  the  school  board.  He  married  Alice  A.  Coy,  a  native 
of  England  and  a  daughter  of  John  Coy,  who  came  with  his  family  to  the 
United  States  in  1832,  settling  at  Utica,  New  York.  The  year  1848  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  Racine,  after  which  he  engaged  in  business  here  as  a  contractor. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Hood  were  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  in 
politics  he  was  an  earnest  republican.  He  died  September  21,  1905,  after  a 
residence  of  sixty-seven  years  in  this  county,  and  his  widow  departed  this  life 
May  15, 1912.  They  were  both  representatives  of  old  families  of  the  county  and 
from  early  pioneer  times  down  to  the  present  representatives  of  the  Hood 
family  have  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  much  that  has  contributed  to 
the  development  and  improvement  of  this  section  of  the  state. 

John  C.  Hood,  entering  the  public  schools  of  Racine  at  the  designated  age 
for  educational  development,  passed  through  consecutive  grades  to  the  high 
school  and  started  upon  his  business  career  as  bookkeeper  in  the  employ  of 
the  American  Seating  Company,  being  thus  engaged  at  the  time  of  the  out- 
break of  the  war  with  Spain,  when  his  patriotic  spirit  prompted  his  enlist- 
ment, and  on  the  28th  of  April,  1898,  he  joined  Company  P  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment at  Racine,  with  which  he  remained  until  mustered  out  on  the  19th  of 
October  of  the  same  year.  He  returned  to  the  employ  of  the  American  Seat- 
ing Company,  with  which  he  continued  for  another  year,  and  that  he  was 
received  back  into  the  ranks  of  its  employes  after  a  period  of  absence  is  in- 
dicative of  the  appreciation  on  the  part  of  his  employers  of  his  faithfulness 
and  capability.    The  succeeding  three  years  were  passed  in  the  government 
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employ  in  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  occupied  a  position  in  the  department 
of  agriculture,  and  for  one  year  he  was  in  the  Racine  postoffice.  He  then 
again  accepted  a  position  with  the  American  Seating  Company,  in  which  con- 
nection he  continued  for  two  years.  On  the  3rd  of  November,  1914,  at  the 
regular  election,  he  was  chosen  for  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  that  position  on  the  1st  of  January,  1915. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1908,  Mr.  Hood  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Palmer,  a  daughter  of  C.  H.  Palmer,  of  Racine,  and  their  children  are 
John  and  Marion.  In  this  city  they  have  a  wide  acquaintance  and  many 
friends.  Mr.  Hood  is  identified  with  various  fraternal  and  social  organizations, 
being  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the' Com- 
mercial Club  and  the  Spanish  War  Veterans*  Association.  His  connection  with 
military  affairs  covers  not  only  the  period  of  his  enlistment  for  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  but  also  eight  years*  service  as  a  member  of  the  National  Guard 
of  Wisconsin,  in  which  he  was  holding  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  when 
mustered  out  in  1898,  just  prior  to  the  time  when  he  enlisted  for  national  de- 
fense. His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  church,  while  in  politics  he 
is  a  stalwart  republican,  having  stanchly  indorsed  and  supported  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  party  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He 
represents  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  county,  the  name  of  Hood  having 
been  associated  with  the  history  of  Racine  for  seventy-eight  years.  It  has 
always  been  a  synonym  for  progressiveness  and  good  citizenship  and  these 
characteristic  family  qualities  are  manifest  in  the  life  of  John  C.  Hood. 


FRANCIS  GEORGE  KLEIN. 

It  Ls  seldom  that  one  of  eighty-t'hree  years  is  found  active  in  business  life, 
but  such  is  the  record  of  Francis  George  Klein,  who  still  gives  supervision  to 
his  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests,  his  sons,  however,  being  his  ac- 
tive associates  and  assistants  in  the  conduct  of  the  interests  which  are  carried 
on  under  the  name  of  the  F.  G.  Klein  Company  at  Burlington.  A  native  of 
France,  he  was  born  in  St.  John,  Alsace,  February  5,  1833,  a  son  of  Francis 
and  Mary  Ann  (Wagner)  Klein,  the  former  born  at  Eckerzweilver  and  the 
latter  at  St.  John,  in  Alsace.  The  grandfather  always  remained  a  resident  of 
France.  The  family  comes  of  German  ancestry  and  one  of  the  great  grand- 
fathers, whose  name  was  Birgel,  was  with  the  French  army  at  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  in  which  he  sustained  a  wound  across  the  side  of  his  face,  causing 
the  loss  of  an  eye  and  permanent  disfigurement.  He  lived  to  the  notable  age  of 
ninety-nine  years  and  Francis  G.  Klein  remembers  distinctly  of  seeing  him, 
being  rather  repelled  than  attracted  to  him  by  reason  of  the  disfigurement 
occasioned  by  his  wound.  Although  not  a  man  of  great  stature,  he  possessed 
remarkable  strength.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade 
and  also  followed  the  occupation  of  frfrming,  owning  a  small  tract  of  land.  He 
engaged  in  the  growing  of  grapes  and  the  manufacture  of  wine,  which  was 
the  beverage  uniformly  used.  While  still  a  resident  of  Alsace,  Francis  Klein, 
the  father  of  F.  G.  Klein,  became  a  soldier  and  was  for  seven  years  with  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY  189 

army,  and  on  one  occasion  he  marched  for  three  days,  carrying  knapsack  and 
gun  and  averaging  seventy-one  miles  per  day.  In  1840  Francis  Klein  started 
for  America,  bringing  with  him  his  family,  consisting  of  wife,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter.  They  made  the  voyage  in  one  of  the  old-time  sailing  vessels — a 
speedy  voyage  for  that  day,  as  they  reached  their  destination  on  the  18th  of 
October,  after  but  thirty-one  davs  on  the  water.  They  continued  the  journey 
to  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  remained  until  1855  and  where  the 
father  followed  his  trade  of  shoemaking.  Coming  to  Burlington  when  work 
was  scarce,  he  afterward  removed  to  Racine  and  bought  a  small  house  on 
Sixth  street,  near  the  City  Hotel.  There  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade  until 
1860,  when  he  removed  to  Chicago,  where  his  daughter  was  married  to  Frank 
Schneider,  who  was  then  sheriff  of  Racine  county,  while  another  daughter 
became  the  wife  of  Frank  Vogt.  After  a  year  spent  in  Chicago  Mr.  Klein 
returned  to  Burlington  and  purchased  a  home  on  McHenry  street,  which  he 
occupied  until  his  death  in  1884,  when  he  was  eighty-two  years  of  age.  His 
wife  had  previously  passed  away,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  They  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Francis  G.  Klein,  the  eldest,  has  in  his  possession  a  willow  basket  which 
was  given  him  on  his  first  birthday  and  which  was  borne  on  the  shoulders, 
being  used  to  carry  chips  in.  He  learned  German  at  home  and  French  in  the 
schools  and  after  coming  to  America  attended  school  at  Pottsville,  Pennsyl- 
vania. At  a  very  early  age  he  worked  at  the  shoemaker's  trade  with  his 
father,  but  not  liking  that  pursuit,  he  became  an  apprentice  in  the  foundry 
of  John  Potts  Orchard,  there  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade  during  his  three 
years*  term  of  indenture.  He  afterward  had  an  additional  year's  instruction 
in  Snyder's  foundry  at  Pottsville  and  later  worked  in  the  shops  of  the  Phila- 
delphia &  Reading  Railroad,  where  he  continued  for  three  years.  He  still  has 
in  his  possession  his  recommendation  from  that  employer,  dated  February  15, 
1856,  and  which  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  him  as  an  **  excellent  mechanic, 
industrious  and  obliging."  During  his  service  there  Mr.  Klein  made  a  patent 
cow  catcher,  which  the  older  mechanics  said  it  was  impossible  to  do  with  the 
appliances  at  hand.  The  result  of  this  was  an  increase  in  his  wages.  He  after- 
ward went  to  work  for  the  Mine  Hill  &  Schuyler  Haven  Railroad  Company, 
from  which  he  also  has  a  recommendation  dated  June  21,  1856.  He  then  came 
to  Burlington,  where  he  had  relatives,  but  the  place  was  small  and  he  could 
find  no  w^ork  in  his  line.  He  traveled  over  a  large  part  of  the  state,  but  had 
little  opportunity  to  work  at  his  trade.  He  then  returned  to  Burlington  and 
soon  afterward  the  family  removed  to  Racine,  where  all  secured  employment. 
Mr.  Klein  there  worked  in  the  car  shops  of  the  Racine  &  Mississippi  Railroad 
and  o^'ing  to  the  fact  that  he  voted  against  the  issuance  of  bonds  by  the  city, 
the  railroad  company  discharged  him.  Work  was  scare  and  after  four  weeks 
he  entered  the  employ  of  J.  I.  Case,  who  was  then  building  threshers,  acting 
as  foreman  in  the  blacksmith  shop. 

It  was  about  this  time  or  on  the  4th  of  February,  1862,  that  Mr.  Hein 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Ann  Prasch,  of  AUentown,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of 
Phillip  Prasch,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
are :  Cecelia,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Rose,  proprietor  of  a  bakery  and 
ten  cent  store ;  Mary  Ann,  who  is  now  at  St.  Francis,  Sacred  Heart  congrega- 
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tion,  with  her  brother ;  Addie,  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Amond,  of  Appleton,  Wiscon- 
sin; Celestine,  deceased;  P.  X.,  now  in  business  with  his  father  as  acting 
manager  of  the  plant;  Louisa,  at  home;  Otto,  who  is  also  connected  with  his 
father  in  business  and  is  serving  as  supervisor  of  Burlington  from  the  third 
ward,  and  Eleanora,  Emma  and  Lydia,  all  at  home.  Phillip  John,  the  sixth 
child  of  the  family,  vl^as  educated  at  St.  Francis  and  was  ordained  to  the  priest- 
hood in  Milwaukee  at  the  Cathedral  in  1892.  He  was  first  assigned  to  pastoral 
duty  in  Kenosha  and  is  now  resident  priest  at  Sacred  Heart  church  in  St. 
Francis,  having  been  previously  at  Whitewater  and  New  Coeln.  Seven  chil- 
dren have  passed  away,  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  there  having  been  a  family 
of  seventeen. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  a  daughter  was  born,  and  owing  to  the  wife's  extreme 
illness,  the  doctor  commanded  that  Mr.  Klein  should  not  go  to  the  front  as  a 
aoldier  in  the  Civil  war,  so  he  hired  Nicholas  Weber  to  go  as  his  substitute, 
paying  him  two  hundred  dollars.  The  J.  I.  Case  plant,  in  which  he  was  em- 
ployed, closed  down  during  the  winter,  but  Mr.  Klein  advised  Mr.  Case  to 
continue  work.  Mr.  Klein  had  purchased  iron  at  two  and  one-half  cents  and 
he  advised  Mr.  Case  to  duplicate  the  order,  the  wisdom  of  which  was  seen  in 
the  fact  that  iron  soon  afterward  advanced  to  six  and  one-half  cents.  Among 
the  recommendations  which  he  holds  he  has  one  from  the  Case  Company,  dated 
June  7,  1865,  at  the  close  of  four  years  of  faithful  service,  the  termination  of 
this  relation  being  caused  by  ill  health.  Returning  to  Burlington,  he  joined 
his  uncle,  Hubert  Wagner,  in  a  small  shop,  their  attention  being  given  to  the 
building  of  threshing  machines.  He  still  continued  in  ill  health,  but  after 
some  time  gradually  improved  and  after  two  years  he  purchased  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Williams,  deceased,  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  McComber 
in  the  manufacture  of  plows  and  cultivators.  They  made  a  cultivator  which 
was  patented  by  the  firm  of  McComber  &  Klein,  continuing  in  the  business  for 
six  years.  Following  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  Mr.  Klein  engaged  in 
selling  farm  implements  for  a  year  and  then  purchased  an  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness of  John  H.  Bower,  who  had  been  conducting  a  small  pop  manufactory. 
After  thre<*  years  his  son,  Frank,  purchased  Mr.  Bower's  interests  and  they 
have  since  continued  the  business  under  the  firm  style  of  the  F.  G.  Klein  Com- 
pany. Their  present  plant  is  a  three  story  building,  sixty  by  eighty  feet,  built 
in  attractive  style  of  architecture  and  equipped  with  the  latest  improved  ma- 
chinery." They  also  have  a  branch  establishment  in  Chicago  at  Nos.  1878  to 
1900  Sheffield  avenue.  Their  business  has  long  been  a  substantial  one  and  a 
spirit  of  indefatigable  enterprise  has  characterized  ^Ir.  Klein  at  every  pomt 
in  his  career. 

Interested  and  active  in  community  affairs,  Mr.  Klein  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  a  time  and  was  a  member  of  the  village  board  of  Burlington 
before  its  incorporation.  For  eight  years  he  served  as  supervisor  on  the  county 
board  from  the  third  ward,  making  an  excellent  record  in  that  connection. 
He  belongs  to  St.  Eustachius  Society  and  while  residing  in  Racine  he  was  the 
promoter  of  the  Singing  Club  in  St.  Mary's  congregation,  of  which  he  served 
as  president  for  three  years.  When  the  ship  Lady  Elson  sank  in  1860,  owing 
to  the  great  loss  of  life,  four  hundred  children  being  left  orphans,  Mr.  Klein 
organized  a  benefit  conducted  by  the  Singing  Club  which  netted  a  large  sum 
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of  money  for  the  children.  He  has  always  been  a  man  of  generous  spirit,  con- 
tinually reaching  out  a  helping  hand  and  doing  kind  acts  for  the  needy.  He 
is  a  remarkably  well  preserved  man  of  eighty-three  years,  active  mentally  and 
physically,  and  he.  personally  attends  to  the  manufacture  of  all  the  syrups  made 
by  the  firm  in  theil*  splendidly  equipped  plant,  where  everything  is  kept 
scrupulously  clean.  He  and  his  wife  have  lived  happily  together  for  fifty-four 
years.  She,  too,  is  splendidly  preserved  and  they  are  a  notable  couple,  honored 
and  respected  by  all,  Burlington  numbering  tliem  among  her  most  valued 
citizens. 


(lUY  A.  BENSON. 


Among  the  younger  representatives  of  the  Racine  bar  whose  professional 
course  has  been  marked  by  substantial  and  consecutive  progress  is  numbered 
Guy  A.  Benson,  who  was  graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University  in  1909.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  this  state,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  lola,  Wisconsin,  May  31,  1885,  his  parents  being  Ole  and 
Andrea  (Olson)  Benson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Norway.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Bendt  Hanson,  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States  in  1864, 
establishing  his  home  upon  a  farm  at  lola,  Wisconsin,  where  he  reared  his 
family.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Hans  Olson,  arrived  at  lola  in  1849,  be- 
coming one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  that  section  of  the  state.  The  work  of 
progress  and  improvement  had  scarcely  been  begun  in  that  locality  and  he 
entered  lartd  from  the  government,  taking  up  the  arduous  task  of  developing 
a  new  farm.  It  was  in  that  locality  that  his  daughter,  Andrea,  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  Ole  Benson,  and  there  they  resided  for  a  considerable  period. 
Both  have  now  passed  away. 

(fuy  A.  Benson  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  lola  and  spent  his 
last  year  in  high  school  work  in  Racine,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1904.  Ambitious  to  lay  the  foundation  for  his  business  success  in  a 
liberal  education,  he  afterward  spent  two  years  in  pursuing  a  literary  course 
in  the  State  University  at  Madison  and  then  entered  the  law  department,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1909.  Returning  to  Racine,  he  here 
opened  an  oflfiee  and  has  since  successfully  followed  his  profession,  his  ability 
being  manifest  in  the  many  favorable  verdicts  which  he  has  won  for  his  clients. 
The  strength  of  his  argtiment  is  based  upon  thorough  preparation  and  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  the  law,  his  deductions  are  logical,  his  reasoning 
clear  and  as  the  years  pass  he  is  making  steady  progress  along  professional 
lines.  Since  1910  he  has  occupied  the  position  of  circuit  court  commissioner 
and  he  is  also  one  of  the  local  civil  service  examiners.  In  various  connections 
he  has  been  called  upon  for  public  service,  which  he  has  ever  rendered  cheer- 
fully and  ably.  Since  1912  he  has  occupied  a  position  on  the  Racine  library 
board  and  for  three  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Racine  county  board 
of  review  of  income  assessments,  in  which  connection  he  is  now  serving  as 
president.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  and  thus  his  aid  is 
given  in  many  ways  to  upholding  the  stability  and  best  interests  of  the  county 
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and  promoting  its  substantial  improvement  and  progress.  In  politics  he  is  a 
progressive  republican.  He  believes  in  that  steady  advancement  that  is  the 
direct  result  of  a  recognition  of  opportunity  on  the  part  of  broad-minded, 
public-spirited  men.  Fraternally  Mr.  Benson  is  connected  with  the  Ejiights 
of  Pythias  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Order  of  Coif,  an  honorary  law  frater- 
nity, and  to  the  Phi  Alpha  Delta.  Mr.  Benson  is  also  a  member  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  and  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  his  influence  is 
on  the  side  of  all  those  well  defined,  practical  and  progressive  plans  which  are 
instituted  for  the  benefit  of  the  material,  intellectual,  social,  political  and  moral 
progress  of  the  community. 


JOSPJPH  C.  CARROLL. 


Joseph  C.  Carroll,  who  for  thirty  years  was  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Racine  and  was  recognized  as  a  man  of  strict  business  integrity 
as  well  as  of  ability,  was  born  in  Racine  December  25,  1850,  and  was  a  son  of 
the  late  Michael  W.  Carroll,  one  of  the  ablest  attorneys  and  school  teachers  of 
the  state  and  also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Joseph  C.  Carroll  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  high  school  of  Racine  and  manifested 
unusual  aptitude  in  his  studies,  so  that  he  became  well  equipped  for  life's 
practical  and  responsible  duties.  For  almost  three  decades  he  was  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  business  interests  of  Racine,  becoming  head  clerk  of  the  Good- 
rich Transportation  Company,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  an  extended 
period  under  George  W.  Scanlon  as  agent.  On  leaving  that  position  he  became 
connected  with  the  Ibing  Furniture  Company,  acting  as  undertaker  and  busi- 
ness manager  for  several  years.  After  the  death  of  Alonzo  Glass  he  became 
associated  with  the  E.  L.  Hedstrom  Coal  Company,  acting  as  its  agent.  He 
continued  with  that  company  until  it  closed  out  its  business  and  he  was  also 
with  Charles  T.  Wright  in  the  lumber  business.  He  was  Associated  with  mauy 
other  enterprises  of  the  city  and  about  fourteen  years  prior  to  his  demise 
established  the  J.  C.  Carroll  coal  yards  and  continued  actively  in  business  on 
his  own  account  until  his  death,  in  connection  with  his  activity  along  other 
lines.  He  was  always  interested  in  real  estate  and  promoted  some  large  trans- 
actions of  that  character,  winning  substantial  success  as  the  result  of  his  real 
estate  transfers.  In  business  circles  he  was  considered  a  man  of  the  strictest 
integrity  and  honor,  of  sterling  attributes  and  of  sound  judgment,  so  that  his 
advice  was  often  sought  by  many  of  the  city's  leading  business  men. 

In  1885  Mr.  Carroll  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Kinney  of  Racine,  a 
daughter  of  Terence  and  Ellen  Kinney.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Estella  Josephine,  now  a  student  in  the  Sacred  Heart  Academy  at  Lake 
Forest,  Illinois,  having  entered  that  school  in  1912.  The  Carroll  residence  is 
a  commodious  home  which  he  had  remodeled  and  beautified  in  every  way, 
sparing  neither  effort  nor  expense  that  would  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  the 
place  and  promote  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  his  family.  He  was  a  most 
hospitable  host  and  ever  extended  a  cordial  welcome  to  his  guests. 

Mr.  Carroll  belonged  to  the  Masonic  lodge  and  to  Racine  Commandery  and 
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exemplified  in  his  life  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft.  He  was  ever  upright 
and  honorable,  kind-hearted,  generous  and  ready  to  assist  the  poor  and  needy. 
His  benefactions  were  many,  yet  of  these  he  made  no  ostentatious  display.  In 
matters  relating  to  Racine  he  manifested  marked  public  spirit  and  was  ever 
ready  to  do  anything  that  would  promote  the  growth  and  welfare  of  his  city. 
Mrs.  Carroll  still  occupies  the  family  residence  and  is  well  known  in  Racine. 
She  is  a  member  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church.  It  was  on  the  22nd  of  January, 
1908,  that  Mr.  Carroll  passed  away,  dying  of  typhoid  pneumonia  when  fifty- 
seven  years  of  age.  The  news  of  his  death  came  as  a  shock  to  his  many  friendJs, 
for  he  had  not  long  been  in  ill  health.  Not  feeling  thoroughly  well,  however, 
he  left  his  home  for  Palisades,  Colorado,  to  visit  his  sister.  The  high  altitude 
seemed  to  prove  detrimental  and  he  returned  to  his  home,  going  to  the  Penn- 
oyer  Sanitarium,  where  the  disease  developed  that  terminated  his  life.  He 
was  a  man  of  many  sterling  traits  of  character,  not  the  least  of  which  was  his 
capacity  for  strong  friendships,  and  all  who  were  closely  associated  with  him 
mourned  his  death,  while  wherever  he  was  known  he  was  held  in  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem. 


FRANK  WASHBURN  STARBUCK. 

Prank  Washburn  Starbuck,  president  of  The  Journal  Printing  Company  of 
Racine,  was  bom  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  8th  of  November,  1845,  a  son  of 
Calvin  W.  Starbuck,  owner  and  editor  of  the  Cincinnati  Times  during  the 
Civil  war,  at  which  period  it  was  one  of  the  strong  forces  in  molding  public 
opinion. 

Prank  W.  Starbuck  spent  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native 
city  and  obtained  his  education  and  preliminary  training  in  connection  with 
the  printing  business  there,  but  became  a  resident  ctf  Racine  in  1873,  when  a 
young  man  of  twenty-eight  years.  The  purpose  of  his  removal  was  to  benefit 
his  health,  which  had  become  impaired,  but  while  here  he  entered  upon  active 
connection  with  the  Journal,  which  at  that  time  was  owned  and  edited  by 
Colonel  W.  L.  Utley,  and  his  son,  Hamilton.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1874,  Mr. 
Starbuck  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  paper,  succeeding  the  senior  partner 
in  the  firm,  and  a  year  later  he  became  sole  proprietor,  taking  over  the  entire 
business  management  and  a  year  later  assuming  editorial  charge  when  Hamil- 
ton Utley,  who.  after  selling  out,  had  continued  in  connection  with  the  paper 
in  an  editorial  capacity,  went  to  the  Black  Hills.  The  Journal  Printing  Com- 
pany was  incorporated  in  1886,  Mr.  Starbuck  still  retaining  the  presidency  of 
the  company,  while  William  Horlick  was  elected  vice  president  and  E.  A. 
Tostevin,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  present  directors  are  F.  W.  Starbuck, 
F.  R.  Starbuck,  D.  F.  Griswold,  William  Horlick  and  A.  J.  Horlick. 

A  contemporary  writer,  speaking  of  the  Journal  (or  of  the  Journal-News, 
under  which  the  name  of  the  paper  has  been  published  since  it  took  over  the 
Racine  News,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1912),  said:  '*It  has  been  for  forty  years 
a  paper  of  broad  influence,  representing  the  best  enterprise  in  modem  news- 
paper facilities.*'    When  Mr.  Starbuck  became  connected  with  the  Journal 
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in  1874  it  was  published  as  a  weekly.  The  office  at  the  time  had  a  somewhat 
inferior  equipment,  but  at  that  date  steam  power  was  installed  and  since  then 
every  modern  facility  for  successful  newspaper  publication  has  been  added. 
Tlie  eompany  began  the  publication  of  the  Daily  Journal  on  the  3rd  of  Jan- 
uary, 1881,  a  modest,  four-page,  six-column  paper,  which  immediately  won 
reeognition  in  a  liberal  patronage.  Various  removals  have  been  made  to 
K(  eure  larger  quarters  and  in  1891  the  company  purchased  property  at  No. 
;i28  Main  street  which  was  re;modeled  into  a  complete  newspaper  printing 
plant.  In  1894  the  daily  was  increased  in  size  to  an  eight-page  issue  and  now 
the  mechanical  equipment  consists  of  a  Hoe  perfecting  press,  five  Mergen- 
thal(»r  linotype  machines,  all  operated  by  skilled  workmen,  a  superb  stereo- 
typing; plant,  etc.  The  policy  of  the  company  toward  its  employes  is  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  many  have  remained  in  its  service  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
years  and  in  two  cases  twenty-five  and  thirty-seven  years,  the  latter  being 
David  P.  (iriswold,  present  city  editor.  It  now  employs  over  forty  people,  not 
including  seventy-five  paper  carriers. 

For  an  extended  period  the  Journal  has  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being 
on(»  of  the  best  edited  papers  in  Wisconsin.  It  has  a  leased  wire  service  and 
Associated  Press  reports,  of  which  association  it  has  been  a  continuous  member 
for  over  thirty  years,  and  is  given  over  to  the  diffusion  of  general  and  local 
news  and  to  the  discussion  of  political  problems,  being  unvaryingly  republican 
in  its  complexion.  For  forty-two  years  Mr.  Starbuck  has  remained  the  direct- 
ing head  of  the  paper,  has  developed  its  policy  and  has  been  the  guiding  spirit 
in  shaping  its  course.  The  Journal-News  has  been  a  strong  factor  in  develop- 
ing the  Wisconsin  Daily  League,  comprising  twenty-seven  daily  papers  out- 
side of  Milwaukee ;  has  been  for  years  a  consistent  member  of  the  Inland  Daily 
Press  Association  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the  Audit  Bureau  of  Cir- 
culations. 

Mr.  Starbuck  has  been  married  twice.  He  first  wedded  Miss  Carrie  Golden. 
of  ('incinnati,  and  they  Ifad  a  daughter.  Helen.  In  1875  he  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mattie  Raymond,  a  native  of  Racine  and  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Seneca  Raymond.  Mrs.  Starbuck  died  March  16,  1912. 
The  surviving  children  of  this  marriage  are  Marguerite,  Genevieve  and  Frank. 
Racine  has  always  regarded  it  as  a  most  fortunate  circiimstance  that  Mr.  Star- 
buck  was  forced  to  leave  Cincinnati,  for  thereby  the  Belle  City  gained  one  of 
its  leading  and  representative  residents  who  for  forty-three  years  has  been 
instrumental  in  shaping  public  thought  and  action  here,  guided  at  all  times  by 
a  public-spirited  devotion  to  the  general  welfare  that  has  largely  resulted  in 
the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  city. 


FRANK  R.  STARBUCK. 

Frank  R.  Starbuck,  secretary  aQd  treasurer  of  The  Journal  Printing  Com- 
pany of  Racine,  is  of  the  third  generation  in  active  cbniiection  with  news- 
paper publication,  being  a  grandson  of  Calvin  W.  Starbuck,  of  the  Cincinnati 
Times,  and  a  son  of  Frank  Washburn  and  Mattie  (Raymond)  Starbuck,  the 
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former  the  president  of  The  Journal  Printing  Company  of  Racing.  **To  the 
manner  born,*'  he  has  become  the  able  assistant  of  his  father  in  newspaper 
publication.  He  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Racine,  being  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1894,  and  the  following  year,  with  all  the  other  mem- 
bers of  his  father's  family,  he  went  to  California,  spending  about  three  years 
on  his  father's  ranch  in  that  state.  He  entered  upon  a  more  congenial  field  of 
labor  when  upon  his  return  to  Racine  he  assumed  the  duties  of  telegraph  editor 
of  the  Journal-News.  Soon  afterward  he  was  elected  secretary  of  The  Journal 
Printing  Company  and  in  1909  became  secretary  and  treasurer,  succeeding  E. 
A.  Tostevin,  who  left  to  publish  a  newspaper  of  his  own  at  Mandan,  North 
Dakota,  while  at  the  present  time  and  for  seven  years  past  he  has  also  been 
manager  of  the  company.  His  efforts  throughout  this  period  have  been  a  force 
in  maintaining  the  high  standards  of  the  paper  and  developing  its  interests  in 
accordance  with  modem  ideas  of  journalism. 

On  the  22nd  of  May,  1906,  Mr.  Starbuck  was  married  to  Miss  Grace  L. 
Bassindale,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Maria  Bassindale,  and  their 
children  are  Allan  and  Carol,  aged,  respectively,  nine  and  two  years,  in  his 
fraternal  relations  Mr.  Starbuck  is  well  known  as  a  Mason,  an  Elk  and  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  the 
Racine  City  Club  and  is  actively  interested  in  all  those  forces  which  work  for 
the  city's  benefit  and  improvement.  He  has  never  been  an  ofifice  seeker,  but  is 
a  consistent  champion  of  republican  principles,  and  his  belie:^  in  the  efficacy  of 
the  party  platform  to  further  the  interests  of  good  government  is  sufficient 
to  inspire  him  to  earnest  effort  in  behalf  of  the  organization.  His  course  in 
business  sustains  the  high  reputation  which  has  always  been  borne  throughout 
the  long  period  of  the  family 's  connection  with  newspaper  publication,  making 
the  name  of  Starbuck  an  honored  one  in  journalistic  circles. 


JOHN  A.  ANDERSON. 


Farming  operations  have  always  claimed  the  attention  of  John  A.  Anderson 
and  since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  has  operated  land  in  Norway  town- 
ship, now  owning  a  fine  place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  36. 
He  was  bom  in  that  township  on  the  23rd  of  July,  1866,  his  parents  being 
Alexander  and  Alice  (Hamilton)  Anderson,  both  natives  of  Scotland.  The 
father  was  born  September  3.  1823,  and  died  on  the  3rd  of  April,  1890,  while 
the  mother's  birth  occurred  in  1832  and  she  passed  away  January  4,  1876. 
They  were  married  in  Racine  in  1863.  It  was  in  1842  that  Alexander  Anderson 
accompanied  his  parents,  Alexander  and  Rachel  (Roberts)  Anderson,  on  their 
emigration  from  Scotland  to  the  new  world,  the  family  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Norway  township,  this  county.  Here  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
secured,  a  tract  of  government  land,  the  patent  being  signed  by  President 
Tyler.  This  place  consisted  of  a  quarter  setction  and  was  entirely  unimproved 
when  it  came  into  his  possession.  Alexander  Anderson,  Jr.,  attended  the  pub- 
lie  schools  of  Scotland  until  eleven  years  of  age  and  received  a  good  practical 
education  which  well  fitted  him  for  life's  responsible  duties.    He  succeeded  to 
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the  ownership  of  the  old  homestead  in  Norway  township  and  built  thereon  an 
elegant  residence  and  good,  substantial  outbuildings.  His  home  was  upon 
what  was  originally  the  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  dirt  road.  He  tiled  his  land, 
cleared  it  and  placed  it  under  good  cultivation.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of 
and  earnest  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  his  parents  became 
charter  members  on  its  organization  in  1845.  He  served  as  elder  of  that  church 
until  his  death  and  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  republican  party. 

There  were  only  two  children  in  the  family,  twins,  and  the  daughter,  Isa- 
belle  Rachel  Anderson,  died  on  the  6th  of  December,  1872.  The  only  survivor 
is  John  A.  Anderson  of  this  review.  After  attending  the  district  schools  he 
pursued  his  duties  for  one  year  in  an  academy  at  Rochester,  Wisconsin,  and 
then  took  up  farming  in  earnest.  He  had  been  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  was  woll  qualified  to  take  charge  of  the  home  farm  when  it  came  into  his 
possession.  He  has  upon  his  place  fifteen  head  of  full  blooded  Holstein  cattle 
and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  He  is  today  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  what  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Racine  county. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  1896,  Mr.  Anderson  married  Miss  Jennie  Vass,  a  native 
of  Vernon,  Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jenette 
(Finley)  Vass.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Canada  but  when  a  young  man 
came  to  Wisconsin  and  died  in  Waukesha  county.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  Mr.  Anderson  united  with  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  church  and  two  years 
later  was  ordained  as  elder,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  to  serve  until  the 
church  was  discontinued  at  Waterf ord.  He  and  his  wife  now  attend  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  at  that  place  and  take  an  active  interest  in  its  work. 
He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  republican  party  and  has  served  for  three 
years  as  chairman  in  Norway  township.  He  has  done  much  to  advance  the 
moral  and  material  welfare  of  his  community  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  and  representative  farmers  of  Norway  township. 


FULTON  THOMPSON. 


Fulton  Thompson,  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Thompson  &  Harvey,  has 
been  engaged  in  practice  in  Racine  since  January,  1901,  and  entered  upon  his 
present  partnership  relation  in  1906.  He  was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  13,  1871,  a  son  of  John  and  Mar>'  Jane  (Kirk)  Thompson,  the 
former  a  native  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Cecil 
county,  Maryland.    They  were  farming  people  and  both  have  passed  away. 

Fulton  Thompson  supplemented  a  public  school  education  by  four  years* 
study  in  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  graduated 
from  the  law  department  with  the  class  of  1900.  For  a  brief  period  he  prac- 
ticed in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  but  in  January,  1901,  came  to  Racine,  where  he  has 
since  followed  his  profession.  Although  advancement  at  the  bar  is  proverbial- 
ly slow,  he  has  made  steady  progress  and  since  1906  has  enjoyed  a  good  client- 
age as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Thompson  &  Harvey,  his  partner  being  Richard 
G.  Harvey.     In  1906  he  was  elected  district  attorney  and  filled  the  position 
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continuously  until  1915,  his  re-election  being  proof  of  the  capability  which  he 
displayed  and  the  fidelity  which  he  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
On  the  20th  of  August,  1908,  Mr.  Thompson  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Clancy,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Julia  Clancy,  and  their  children 
are  Mary  and  John. 


PRANK  E.  BUCHAN. 


Frank  E.  Buchan,  a  resident  farmer  of  Union  Grove,  was  born  in  Dover 
township,  September  26,  1870,  his  parents  being  Edward  and  Mary  (Renny) 
Buchan,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Dover  township  and  representatives  of 
old  pioneer  families  of  this  part  of  the  state.  The  paternal  grandparents  were 
Edward  and  Jane  (Tillie)  Buchan,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Scotland. 
They  came  to  Dover  in  1838,  driving  across  the  country  from  New  York  with 
ox  teams.  Wisconsin  was  then  still  under  territorial  rule  and  practically  little 
had  been  done  in  the  way  of  settlement  in  southeastern  Wisconsin.  The  grand- 
father had  learned  the  miller's  trade  in  Scotland  and  he  built  and  operated 
the  first  mill  in  Rochester,  New  York.  He  was  also  the  builder  of  a  mill  in 
Geneseo,  Illinois.  He  removed  his  family  to  Dover,  after  which  he  went  to 
Illinois  and  built  a  mill  at  Geneseo,  subsequent  to  which  time  he  returned  to 
Racine  county  and  purchased  land  from  the  government.  He  had  forty  acres 
in  Dover  township,  to  which  he  afterward  added  a  tract  of  eighty  acres,  and 
still  later  he  purchased  other  tracts  of  forty  and  of  eighty  acres.  His  wife 
possessed  considerable  skill  in  medical  practice  and  acted  as  physician  for  the 
entire  neighborhood  in  pioneer  times.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Alexander 
Renny,  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  •crossed  the  Atlantic  about  1838. 
He  purchased  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Yorkville  township,  becoming  one 
of  the  extensive  landowners  of  this  part  of  the  state,  and  upon  that  property 
he  spent  his  remaining  days.  Edward  Buchan,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1844  and  died  in  the  fall  of  1913,  while  the  mother,  who  was  born  in 
1848,  is  still  living.  They  were  married  in  Yorkville  township  and  had  a  fam- 
ily of  four  children,  three  of  whom  survive :  Prank  E. ;  Flora,  the  wife  of  H.  J. 
Smith,  a  jeweler  of  Racine;  and  Tillie.  The  parents  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  Mr.  Buchan  also  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
to  the  teachings  of  which  he  was  most  loyal.  In  politics  he  was  always  a  re- 
publican and  for  a  number  of  terms  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  of 
supervisors.  His  position  in  regard  to  matters  of  citizenship  was  ever  char- 
acterized by  loyalty  and  patriotism  and  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  he  joined 
the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Illinois 
Regiment,  with  which  he  served  for  two  years.  When  the  war  was  over  he  re- 
turned to  the  north  and  again  took  up  his  abode  upon  the  old  homestead, 
which  he  carefully  and  wisely  managed  and  conducted  until  success  in  sub- 
stantial measure  rewarded  his  efforts. 

Prank  E.  Buchan  is  indebted  to  the  public  school  system  for  the  educa- 
tional opportunities  which  he  enjoyed  in  his  youthful  days.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  work,  early  becoming  familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil 


Digitized  by 


Google 


200  HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY 

and  caring  for  the  crops.  Throughout  his  entire  life  he  has  carried  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  development.'  In  addition 
10  carrying  on  general  farming  he  does  some  dairying.  He  is  the  owner  of 
the  old  homestead,  which  is  one  of  the  best  improved  farm  properties  in  the 
county,  and  in  its  midst  stands  a  nice  residence,  so  that  he  is  able  to  surround 
himself  with  all  of  the  comforts  and  some  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

In  1906  Mr.  Buchan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  I.  Hoyt,  who 
was  born  in  Burlington,  Wisconsin,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Irene 
(Jackson)  Hoyt.  The  father  was  a  merchant  and  became  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Racine  county.  He  was  born,  reared  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in 
Rochester,  Wisconsin,  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits  during  his  later  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buchan  have  one  child.  Flora  Irene,  who  is  now  in  school.  They 
are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  and  guide  their  lives  according 
to  its  teachings.  The  principles  which  govern  their  conduct  are  such  as  win 
from  them  the  highest  regard  and  confidence  wherever  they  are  known  and 
they  have  a  circle  of  friends  almost  co-extensive  with  the  circle  of  their  ac- 
quaintance. 


MILTON  J.  KNOBLOCK. 

I 
Milton  J.  Knoblock,  who,  since  his  admission  to  the  bar,  in  February,  1910. 

has  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Racine,  was  born  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
May  2,  1883,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Ida  (Oetking)  Knoblock,  who,  in  the  year 
1888,  became  residents  of  Racine.  In  early  manhood  the  father  engaged  in 
business  as  a  traveling  salesman,  but  afterward  became  identified  with  man- 
ufacturing interests  as  the  president  of  the  Racine  Malleable  Iron  Company, 
so  serving  until  1899.  He  afterward  went  upon  the  road  again  as  a  traveling 
salesman.  His  death  occurred  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  May  1,  1904.  His  widow 
survives  and  makes  her  home  in  Racine. 

Milton  J.  Knoblock,  an  only  child,  was  a  little  lad  of  five  years  when 
brought  to  Racine,  and  in  the  public  schools  he  pursued  his  education  until 
graduated  from  the  Racine  high  school.  Later  he  spent  two  years  as  a  student 
in  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and  upon  the  completion  of  his  education  he 
accepted  the  position  of  advertising  manager  of  the  Racine  Daily  News,  con- 
tinuing in  that  capacity  for  two  years.  He  afterward  was  a  court  reporter 
and  his  interests  being  attracted  toward  law  practice,  he  resolved  to  become  a 
member  of  the  bar  and  while  serving  as  reporter  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to 
study  and  preparation,  gaining  much  valuable  practical  knowledge  through 
his  service  in  the  court.  He  passed  the  required  examination  on  the  1st  of 
February,  1910,  and  has  since  been  active  as  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Racine, 
gradually  building  up  a  practice  of  substantial  character  and  volume.  On  the 
1st  of  October,  1914,  he  was  appointed  referee  in  bankruptcy  of  tte  United 
States  District  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Wisconsin  and  has  since  filled 
that  position.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Home  Mutual  Building-Loan  Asso- 
ciation of  Racine,  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  the  kind  in  Wisconsin. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Knoblock  maintains  an  independent  attitude,  but  keeps 
thoroughly  informed  concerning  the  vital  and  significant  problems  and  ques- 
tions of  the  day.  He  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  having  membership 
with  the  Masons,  the  Elks  and  the  Eagles,  and  in  those  organizations  he  has 
many  friends. 


FRED  W.  SWANTZ. 


Fred  W.  Swantz.  of  Yorkville  township,  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Racine 
county  who  has  continued  to  reside  here  after  reaching  mature  years,  as  he 
is  convinced  that  the  opportunities  offered  the  industrious  man  here  arc  equal 
to  those  to  be  found  elsewhere.  He  has  been  active  in  the  real  estate  field  for 
many  years,  buying  and  selling  a  large  number  of  farms  within  that  time, 
and  he  is  now  interested  in  several  tracts  of  good  land  4n  the  county.  He  also 
writes  insurance  and  in  addition  to  his  other  activities  engages  in  raising  grain 
and  stock.  His  birth  occurred  upon  the  farm  where  he  still  lives,  on  the  8th  of 
September,  1865,  and  he  is  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Freitag)  Swantz, 
both  natives  of  Pomerania,  Germany.  The  paternal  grandfather  owned  a  small 
tract  of  land  in  that  country  and  concentrated  his  energies  upon  farming, 
passing  away  in  his  native  country  in  middle  life.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer  in  Germany  and  died  there  at  an  advanced 
age,  but  his  wife  came  to  this  country  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs  William  Swantz,  when  seventy-seven  years  old.  The  birth  of  William 
Swantz  occurred  in  1816.  He  was  reared  in  the  fatherland  and  remained  there 
for  a  number  of  years  after  attaining  his  majority,  but  in  1851  came  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Milwaukee.  In  1853  he  removed  to  Racine  county 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  cleared  and  brought  under  culti- 
vation. He  also  improved  the  place  with  substantial  buildings  and  devoted 
the  remainder  of  his  life  to  the  operation  of  his  farm,  dying  there  in  1895. 
When  he  came  to  this  country  he  had  no  capital,  but  was  energetic  and  de- 
termined to  succeed  and  at  his  death  owned  four  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  as  was  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  1823  and  died  in  1889.  Their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  Germany  a  number  of  years  previous  to  their  emigra- 
tion to  this  country.  Ten  children  were  bom  to  their  union,  of  whom  four 
sons  survive,  as  follows :  Herman,  a  farmer  of  Kenosha  county ;  William,  also 
farming  there ;  Henry,  who  is  living  retired  in  Union  Grove ;  and  Fred  W. 

The  last-named  received  a  district  school  education  and  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  under  the  parental  roof,  devoting  his  time,  when  not  attending 
school,  to  assisting  his  father.  He  now  owns  the  family  homestead  of  eighty 
acres,  which  he  operates,  and  he  also  has  an  interest  in  a  number  of  other 
farms.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  and 
during  that  time  has  owned  forty-eight  different  tracts  of  land  in  Kenosha 
.and  Racine  counties.  He  has  also  been  active  to  some  extent  in  the  insurance 
field  and  in  all  branches  of  his  business  has  met  with  gratifying  success.    As  a 
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farmer  he  devotes  his  attention  chiefly  to  dairying  and  owns  a  number  of 
thoroughbred  Holstein  cows. 

Mr.  Swantz  was  married  in  September,  1889,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Myers,  who 
was  born  in  Paris  township,  Kenosha  county,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Lemand)  Myers,  natives  of  Germany.  In  1854  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Paris  township,  where  they  resided 
for  many  years.  They  are  now  residents  of  the  city  of  Racine.  They  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  five  survive,  namely:  Jacob;  Mrs. 
Swantz;  Peter;  Maggie,  the  wife  of  Charles  Drinkwater;  and  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  William  Crilly.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Swantz  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Herbert  H.,  who  married  Miss  Emma  Erb  and  is  now  farming  in  Paris  town- 
ship, Kenosha  county;  and  Alfred  W.,  at  home. 

Mr.  Swantz  supports  the  republican  party  at  the  polls  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  number  of  years, 
his  record  in  office  being  creditable  alike  to  his  ability  and  conscientiousness. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  in  religious  faith 
is  a  Congregationalist.  He  has  accumulated  more  than  a  competence  as  a  re- 
sult of  his  enterprise,  his  business  acumen  and  his  good  management,  and  is 
one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  his  township,  while  as  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  county  he  has  ably  carried  on  the  work 
begun  by  his  father. 


JOSEPH  F.  MILLER. 


Deep  regret  was  felt  throughout  Racine  when  Joseph  F.  Miller  passed 
away  on  the  17th  of  September,  1915.  He  was  then  a  comparatively  young 
man  of  forty-five  years.  Practically  his  entire  life  had  been  spent  in  this  city 
and  he  became  active  in  the  management  and  conduct  of  a  shoe  manufacturing 
business  which  had  been  established  by  his  father,  Joseph  Miller,  long  one  of 
the  honored  and  prominent  manufacturers  of  southeastern  Wisconsin.  It  was 
on  the  29th  of  June,  1870,  that  Joseph  F.  Miller  was  born,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Theresa  (Bauer)  Miller,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany. 
Extended  reference  to  the  father  is  made  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Reared  in  his  native  city,  Joseph  F.  Miller  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  afterward  became  connected  with  the  business  which  his 
father  had  established  in  1857.  The  business  was  incorporated  in  1882  under 
the  name  of  the  J.  Miller  Company  and  as  the  sons  reached  a  sufficient  age  the 
father  admitted  them  to  an  interest  in  the  business.  Joseph  F.  Miller  assumed 
the  duties  of  bookkeeper  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  his  death,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  was  active  in  shaping  the*  policy  and  directing  the  inter- 
ests of  the  concern.  He  was  recognized  by  his  associates  and  contemporaries 
as  an  able  business  man,  alert,  energetic,  enterprising  and  progressive,  having 
the  ability  to  wisely  direct  the  important  interests  to  which  he  and  his  brothers 
had  succeeded. 

In  1898  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss  Cecelia  Gillen,  who  passed  away  in 
1901.    Two  sons  were  born  to  this  union,  but  both  died  in  infancy.    It  was  in 
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June,  1904,  that  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Reichert,  a 
daughter  of  Nicholas  F.  Reichert,  who  passed  away  on  the  22nd  of  April,  1913. 
He  was  born  in  Racine,  April  24,  1854,  representing  one  of  its  old  pioneer 
families,  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Reichert,  having  established 
their  home  here  in  1840.    A  sketch  of  Nicholas  F.  Reichert  appears  below. 

Mrs.  Miller  is  well  known  in  the  social  circles  of  Racine  and  its  vicinity 
and  is  a  member  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church,  of  which  Mr.  Miller  was  also  a 
communicant,  and  he  belonged  likewise  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to 
the  republican  party,  which  received  his  stanch  indorsement.  Always  a  resi- 
dent of  Racine,  his  business  connections  and  social  interests  had  made  him 
widely  known  and  the  sterling  traits  of  his  character  had  established  him 
firmly  in  the  high  regard  of  many  friends,  who  delighted  in  his  companion- 
ship, rejoiced  in  his  success  and  acknowledged  his  worth. 


NICHOLAS  F.  REICHERT. 

Nicholas  F.  Reichert  was  a  substantial,  enterprising  and  progressive  busi- 
ness man  whose  residence  in  Racine  dated  from  the  pioneer  period.  He  was  a 
native  son  of  the  city,  born  April  24,  1854,  a  son  of  Frederick  Reichert,  one  of 
the  pioneer  residents,  who  arrived  in  Racine  in  1840  and  became  identified 
with  the  agricultural  development  of  the  district. 

The  son  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  home  locality  and  was  reared 
to  the  occupation  of  an  agriculturist,  having  the  usual  experiences  of  the 
farm  bred  boy.  He  continued  to  assist  his  father  in  the  cultivation  and  develop- 
ment of  the  old  home  place  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  when, 
thinking  to  find  other  pursuits  more  congenial  and  profitable,  he  removed  to 
Racine  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  teaming  business.  A  few  years  later, 
however,  he  was  joined  by  Chris  Soens  for  the  conduct  of  a  general  contracting 
business  to  include  the  building  of  sewers,  waterworks,  also  street  paving  and 
the  erection  of  buildings.  With  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Soens  from  the  partner- 
ship the  Riechert  Construction  Company  was  formed  and  contracts  were 
awarded  to  it  in  many  cities  of  the  state,  the  business  becoming  one  of  large 
volume  and  importance.  Into  other  fields  Mr.  Reichert  extended  his  activities, 
becoming  the  head  of  the  Lakeside  Amusement  Company  and  a  partner  in  the 
Reichert  Land  Compan5^  He  was  widely  known  throughout  the  state  because 
of  his  extensive  business  interests  and  also  by  reason  of  the  sterling  traits  of 
his  character,  which  won  him  warm  :{riendships  and  high  regard. 

Mr.  Reichert  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Katherine  Becker  and  to  them 
were  bom  five  daughters  and  two  sons,  Mrs.  Miller,  Veronica,  Carrie,  Susie, 
Mary,  Nicholas  P.  and  Fred,  all  residents  of  Racine. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  history  of  Nicholas  F.  Reichert,  who  passed  away  on 
the  22nd  of  April,  1913,  twelve  years  after  the  demise  of  his  wife,  ffis  death 
was  due  to  an  accident,  he  being  thrown  from  his  buggy  on  the  24th  of  De- 
cember, 1912,  sustaining  injuries  which  finally  terminated  his  life.  Sincere 
sorrow  was  felt  on  every  side  that  he  must  thus  early  respond  to  the  final 
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summons,  for  he  had  been  a  man  of  worth  and  value  to  the  community  and  in 
its  affairs  took  an  active  interest,  co-operating  at  all  time  in  plans  and  move- 
ments for  the  general  good.  He  served  for  one  term  as  a  member  of  the  city 
council  from  the  first  ward  and  also  filled  the  office  of  deputy  collector  of 
customs  under  President  Cleveland,  but  whether  in  office  or  out  of  it  was  loyal 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  his  worth  being  widely  acknowledged 
by  all  who  knew  him.  His  sterling  traits  were  many  and  throughout  his  en- 
tire life  he  proved  the  truth  of  the  Emersonian  philosophy  that  the  way  to  wm 
a  friend  is  to  be  one. 


OTTO  EDWARD  AHRENS. 

Otto  Edward  Ahrens  is  actively  connected  with  a  profession  which  has  im- 
portant bearing  upon  the  progress  and  stability  of  every  community,  for 
through  thirteen  years  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law. 
During  this  period  he  has  made  steady  progress  in  his  profession,  owing  to 
the  possession  of  certain  qualities.  He  throws  himself  easily  and  naturally  into 
the  argument,  displaying  a  deliberation  which  shows  no  straining  after  effect 
There  is  precision  and  clearness  in  his  statements,  combined  with  acuteness 
and  strength  in  his  reasoning,  and  thus  his  high  position  at  the  bar  is  well 
merited. 

A  native  of  Germany,  Otto  E.  Ahrens  was  bom  in  Pomerania,  May  14, 1855, 
a  son  of  William  G.  and  Charlotte  Ahrens,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  coun- 
try. The  father  was  born  in  the  city  of  Hagenow  Schuerin  September  18, 1821, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  wagon  and  carriage  building,  which  he  followed  in 
Germany  until  1856  and  then  sought  the  opportunities  of  the  new  world,  estab- 
lishing his  home  in  Elgin,  Illinois,  where  his  wife  passed  away  in  1857,  leaving 
two  sons  and  a  daughter:  William,  now  a  resident  of  Elgin;  Otto  E. ;  and 
Caroline  Pauline,  the  wife  of  William  Smith,  of  Chicago.  The  father,  William 
G.  Ahrens,  was  one  of  four  brothers  who  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Union  army, 
although  at  the  time  of  their  enlistment  none  of  them  had  become  natural- 
ized citizens.  William  G.  Ahrens  enlisted  at  Chicago  on  the  7th  of  August, 
1862,  was  mustered  into  service  on  the  6th  of  September  as  a  private  of  Com- 
pany C,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-Seventh  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, to  serve  three  years,  under  Colonel  John  Van  Armon  and  Captain 
John  S.  Riddle,  and  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  was  under  the 
command  of  General  John  A.  Logan.  It  participated  in  the  engagements  at 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas  Post,  Deer  Creek,  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Lookout 
Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Resaca,  Dallks,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta, 
Columbia,  Fayetteville  and  Bentonville  and  took  part  in  the  famous  march  to 
the  sea.  Mr.  Ahrens  was  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  May  22, 
1865,  and  on  the  17th  of  June  received  his  honorable  discharge.  Two  of  his 
brothers  laid  down  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their  adopted  country,  one  meet- 
ing death  in  the  battle  of  Vicksburg  and  another  at  Corinth.  When  the  war 
was  over  William  Ahrens  returned  to  Elgin,  where  he  continued  in  the  car- 
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riage  manufacturing  business.  Having  lost  his  first  wife,  he  wedded  Miss 
Martha  Taylor,  of  Dundee,  Illinois,  on  the  26th  of  February,  1862,  at  Elgin, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  survive :  Ernest 
Ellsworth,  of  Elgin;  Lulu,  the  wife  of  John  Taylor,  of  Montana;  and  Birdie, 
the  wife  of  John  Bowe,  of  Dundee,  Illinois.  The  mother  passed  away  January 
22, 1899,  and  Mr.  Ahrens  died  March  15, 1910,  survived  by  six  children,  twenty- 
nine  grandchildren  and  thirteen  great-grandchildren. 

Taken  to  Elgin  in  his  infancy.  Otto  E  Ahrens,  after  his  graduation  from  the 
high  school  with  the  class  of  1871,  began  learning  the  carriage  and  wagon  mak- 
ing trade  under  the  direction  of  his  father  and  with  his  removal  to  Racine  in 
August,  1879,  obtained  employment  in  the  wagon  manufacturing  establishment . 
of  Fish  Brothers,  with  whom  he  continued  until  the  winter  of  1882-3.  In  that 
year  he  secured  a  position  with  the  Mitchell  &  Lewis  Company,  wagon  makers, 
and  a  further  advance  step  in  his  business  career  was  made  when  he  was  of- 
fered and  accepted  the  management  of  the  Badger  Electric  Light  Company, 
a  position  which  he  filled  until  1889.  He  was  afterward  connected  with  the 
Racine  Wagon  &  Carriage  Company  until  December  10,  1892,  when  he  re- 
signed to  take  public  office,  having  been  elected  on  the  8th  of  November  of 
that  year  to  the  position  of  circuit  clerk.  The  splendid  record  which  he  made 
is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  was  four  times  chosen  for  that  position,  re- 
maining the  incumbent  in  the  office  for  eight  years.  While  thus  engaged  he 
determined  to  prepare  for  the  practice  of  law  and  matriculated  in  the  North- 
ern Indiana  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1903,  having 
in  April  of  the  same  year  been  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of  Wisconsin 
after  passing  the  required  examinations,  ranking  highest  in  a  class  of  sixty- 
seven.  Mr.  Ahrens  then  opened  a  law  office  in  Racine  and  his  advancement 
in  professional  circles  has  been  continuous  and  gratifying.  It  is  well  known 
that  his  devotion  to  his  clients'  interests  is  proverbial,  yet  he  never  forgets 
that  he  owes  a  still  higher  allegiance  to  the  majesty  of  the  law. 

On  July  17,  1880,  Mr.  Ahrens  married  Miss  Eleanor  Adams,  who  died 
August  29,  1898,  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  church.  On  October  25,  1899,  Mr. 
Ahrens  married  Miss  Julia  D.  Currier,  daughter  of  Arthur  Webster  and  Amelia 
(Snyder)  Currier,  and  to  this  union  one  son  was  born,  Edward  George.  A.  W. 
Currier  was  a  descendant  of  Daniel  Webster. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ahrens  are  Baptists.  Politically  he  is  a  republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  92,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Orient  Chapter,  No.  12,  R.  A.  M. ;  the 
Uniform  Rank  and  subordinate  lodge.  Knights  of  Pythias ;  Racine  Lodge,  No, 
252,  B.  P.  0.  E.;  the  Sons  of  Veterans;  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  and 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  has  his  residence  at  No.  1034  Park  avenue,  and 
he  erected  another  house  at  No.  1028  Park  avenue. 

A  great  source  of  pleasure  to  Mr.  Ahrens  and  equally  a  source  of  pleasure 
to  his  friends  is  his  musical  talent.  He  became  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Elgin  Watch  Company  Band,  an  organization  of  seventy  pieces,  and  was  after- 
ward a  member  of  the  Prichard  Band  of  Racine.  Possessing  a  fine  tenor  voice, 
he  was  for  about  fifteen  years  in  charge  of  thie  choirs  of  the  Congregational 
and  Baptist  churches.  He  has  sung  in  many  concerts  and  private  enter- 
tainments and  competed  in  many  contests  of  the  Welsh  National  Eisteddfod, 
on  every  occasion  winning  a  prize.    His  efforts  have  been  an  element  in  pro- 
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moting  musical  culture  and  raising  the  standards  of  musical  taste.  In  fact 
his  entire  life  has  been  a  progressive  force  contributing  to  the  benefit  of  the 
individual  and  of  the  community  at  large.  He  has  at  all  times  been  actuated 
by  high  ideals  and  in  no  instance  is  this  more  manifest  than  in  his  profession, 
in  which  he  has  won  very  favorable  criticism  among  his  colleagues  and  con- 
temporaries by  the  careful  and  systematic  methods  which  he  has  followed  and 
by  reason  of  his  close  conformity  to  a  high  standard  of  professional  ethics. 


ANDREW  BENNETT. 


A  well  improved  and  highly  cultivated  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Norway  township  pays  tribute  to  Andrew  Bennett  in  return  for  the 
care  and  labor  he  expends  upon  it.  His  home  is  pleasantly  located  on  section 
36  and  is  a  beautiful  country  residence  erected  in  1903.  It  is  two  stories  in 
height  and  contains  twelve  rooms  attractively  furnished  and  supplied  with  all 
modern  conveniences,  including  running  water.  Mr.  Bennett  has  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Norway  township,  where^he  was  born  March  4,  1854,  a  son  of 
Edward  and  Mary  (Shields)  Bennett,  natives  of  County  Westmeath,  Ireland. 
The  father  was  born  in  1810  and  spent  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  in  his 
native  land,  coming  to  the  new  world  in  1825.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  New 
York  state  and  continued  to  follow  farming  there  until  coming  to  Racine 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1844.  He  first  located  upon  a  farm  north  of  Waterford, 
which  he  owned  and  operated  for  about  eleven  years  and  then  removed  to 
Norway  township,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  Subse- 
quently he  added  to  that  property  until  he  was  the  possessor  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres.  Although  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  empty-handed, 
he  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  and,  possessing  good  business  and  execu- 
tive ability,  he  steadily  prospered  and  became  one  of  the  most  successful  men 
of  his  locality.  After  a  useful  and  well  spent  life  he  died  in  1878.  He  was  a 
son  of  Edward  Bennett,  a  lifelong  resident  of  Ireland.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
held  membership  in  the  Catholic  church  and  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
democratic  party.  He  held  some  school  offices  but  his  time  was  largely  taken 
up  with  his  farming  operations.  Mrs.  Bennett,  who  was  bom  May  5,  1820, 
passed  away  on  the  7th  of  August,  1910.  They  were  married  in  New  York 
state  and  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  those  still  living  being  our  sub- 
ject and  two  brothers :  Edward,  now  living  retired  in  California,  and  James, 
who  is  living  retired  in  Racine,  having  for  a  number  of  y6ars  been  engaged  in 
manufacturing  in  that  city. 

During  his  boyhood  Andrew  Bennett  attended  the  district  schools  of  Nor- 
way township  and  since  laying  aside  his  textbooks  has  followed  farming  with 
most  excellent  results.  He  raises  Durham  cattle  for  beef  and  has  some  full 
blooded  stock  upon  his  farm.  His  place  comprises  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  besides  the  elegant  residence  previously  referred  to  he  has  good  out- 
buildings for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock  and  two  silos. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  married  in  1890  to  Miss  Julia  McManus,  a  daughter  of 
Phillip  and  Ellen  (Cox)  McManus.    Her  father  was  born  in  New  York  and 
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her  mother's  birth  occurred  in  New  Jersey.  They  came  to  Racine  county  in 
1842  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Dover  township,  where  the  father  is  still 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  have  four  children:  Edward,  who  now  assists 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm ;  and  Cyrus,  Nellie  and  Amy,  all 
at  home.  The  family  hold  membership  in  the  Catholic  church  of  Dover  and 
Mr.  Bennett  is  independent  in  politics.  Public-spirited  and  progressive,  he 
takes  a  commendable  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  township  and  county  but  has 
never  had  time  or  inclination  for  office.  Success  has  attended  his  well  directed 
efforts  and  he  is  today  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of  his  community. 


GEORGE  C.  PETERSEN. 

George  C.  Petersen,  who  for  twenty  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  agricul- 
tural implement  business  on  Twelfth  street,  Racine,  has  also  operated  quite 
extensively  in  the  field  of  real  estate,  laying  out  two  additions  to  the  city  and 
otherwise  contributing  to  public  progress  through  his  real  estate  operations. 
He  was  born  in  Denmark,  September  17,  1853,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Ann 
(Thomson)  Petersen,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Denmark. 

Remaining  there  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  George  C.  Petersen  then 
came  to  the  United  States  and  after  working  for  a  time  at  Homewood,  Illinois, 
spent  one  winter  near  West  Pullman.  He  afterward  removed  to  Ishpeming, 
Mich.,  where  he  was  employed  on  construction  work  by  the  Northwestern  Rail- 
road Company,  spending  the  summer  in  that  way.  He  afterward  went  to 
Bremen,  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  railroad  work  for  a  short  time,  subse- 
quently removing  to  Racine.  He  was  next  located  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  in 
1874  began  farming  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  Racine  county,  devoting  his 
energies  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  until  about  twenty  years  ago,  when  he 
sold  the  farm  and  embarked  in  the  agricultural  implement  business  on  Twelfth 
street,  in  Racine,  where  he  is  still  located.  During  the  intervening  period, 
covering  two  decades,  he  has  enjoyed  a  large  and  growing  trade,  which  has 
brought  to  him  a  good  financial  return  and  gained  him  recognition  as  one  of 
the  representative  merchants  of  the  city.  Operating  along  other  lines,  his 
work  has  been  an  element  in  public  progress  and  improvement.  He  laid  out 
Petersen's  addition  to  Racine  on  Asylum  avenue  and  also  laid  out  the  J.  I. 
C.  addition  No.  4  and  part  of  the  Harvey  addition.  He  has  also  built  a  num- 
ber of  houses  but  has  more  largely  confined  his  attention  to  the  sale  of  lots 
and  his  activity  in  the  real  estate  field  has  been  a  potent  element  in  his  suc- 
cess. He  owns  a  fine  store  building  and  a  beautiful  residence  in  Racine  and 
his  real  estate  holdings  are  the  visible  evidence  of  a  life  of  well  directed  en- 
ergy and  thrift. 

In  1878  Mr.  Petersen  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Christensen,  who  was  born 
in  Denmark,  and  they  have  the  following  children :  Edward,  now  of  Chicago ; 
Mary,  at  home ;  William,  of  Racine ;  Roy,  who  is  superintendent  of  a  refriger- 
ator manufacturing  plant  in  Chicago ;  Nellie,  the  wife  of  L.  W.  Mills,  of  Ra- 
cine ;  and  Charles,  of  Chicago. 

In  politics  Mr.  Petersen  is  a  republican  and  his  filled  the  office  of  path- 
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master,  while  for  five  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  town  board  and  was  also 
chairman  of  the  county  board  while  living  upon  the  farm.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  has  twice  been  a  director  of  the  asylum,  being 
called  to  that  position  for  a  second  time  in  January,  1916.  He  was  reared  in 
the  Lutheran  faith  and  his  life  has  ever  been  an  upright  and  honorable  one. 
His  career  is  that  of  a  self-made  man.  When  he  came  to  the  new  world,  mak- 
ing his  way  to  Chicago,  he  was  practically  penniless  and  in  the  intervening 
years,  through  dose  application  and  unremitting  industry,  he  has  won  a 
handsome  competence,  gaining  a  most  creditable  and  enviable  position  in  busi- 
ness circles  of  Racine,  for  not  only  has  he  gained  success  but  in  its  achieve- 
ment has  followed  the  most  commendable  methods,  his  course  at  all  times 
measuring  up  to  high  business  standards. 


HENRY  C.  BAKER. 


A  most  efficient  and  trustworthy  officer  is  Henry  C.  Baker,  chief  of  police 
of  Racine,  who  was  called  to  his  present  position  in  1907.  He  was  bom  in 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  February  7,  1865,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Christina  (Meyer) 
Baker,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  In  the  year  1847  they  left  the 
fatherland  and  came  to  the  United  States,  establishing  their  home  upon  a  farm 
near  Madison,  Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Baker  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  put  aside  the  work 
of  the  fields  and  other  business  and  personal  considerations  to  join  the  army 
as  a  member  of  the  Seventeenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  for 
three  years  in  defense  of  the  Union  cause.  Both  he  and  his  wife  have  now 
passed  away. 

Henry  C.  Baker  obtained  a  public  school  education  and  afterward  learned 
the  printer's  trade,  working  in  the  office  of  the  Madison  Democrat  and  of  the 
State  Journal  at  Madison.  In  May,  1897,  he  was  made  chief  of  police  in  the 
capital  city,  in  which  position  he  continued  until  January,  1907,  when  he  was 
appointed  deputy  United  States  marshal.  He  served  in  that  office  for  six 
months  and  then  resigned  to  come  to  Racine  as  chief  of  police  at  the  request 
of  the  police  commission  and  of  the  mayor,  A.  J.  Horlick.  During  his  incum- 
bency in  this  office  he  has  reorganized  the  police  department  and  instituted 
many  modern  improvements  in  equipment  and  in  service.  He  has  installed  an 
automobile  ambulance,  an  auto  patrol  wagon  and  a  police  alarm  system  and 
the  force  has  been  increased  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-five  men.  He  demands 
the  most  thorough  efficiency  on  the  part  of  patrolmen  and  under  his  regime 
the  amount  of  crime  has  been  lessened  and  public  safety  promoted. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1889,  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Betts,  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Katherlne  Betts. 
Her  father  was  for  many  years  in  #the  employ  of  the  state  at  Madison  and  he 
was  also  a  Civil  war  veteran. 

Mr.  Baker  has  long  been  interested  in  military  affairs  and  has  served  as 
adjutant  of  his  regiment  in  the  Wisconsin  National  Guard  with  the  rank  of 
captain.    He  has  been  very  active  and  instrumental  in  securing  the  building 
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of  the  new  armory  in  Racine  and  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  war  he 
held  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  in  the  First  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
which  was  attached  to  the  Seventh  Army  Corps.  He  was  the  organizer  of 
Battery  C,  Wisconsin  National  Guard,  and  was  offered  the  captaincy,  but  de- 
clined because  he  did  not  have  suflScient  time  to  devote  to  that  work.  Mr.. 
Baker  is  also  prominent  in  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  a 
past  exalted  ruler  of  the  lodge  at  Madison  and  also  of  the  Racine  lodge,  and  in 
both  cities  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee  when  the  Elks  building 
was  erected,  and  he  has  served  as  a  delegate  from  both  the  Madison  and  Ra- 
cine lodges  to  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state.  He  is  likewise  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Foresters,  the  Woodmen,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and 
the  Eagles  and  he  has  membership  in  the  Commercial  Club,  while  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  and  in  its  work  takes  a  very  active  and 
helpful  interest.  Mr.  Baker  is  also  connected  with  the  International  Associa- 
tion of  Chiefs  of  Police  and  is  a  member  and  for  five  years  was  president  of  the 
Wisconsin  Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police.  In  politics  he  has  always  main- 
tained an  independent  attitude.  He  never  allows  partisanship  or  any  other 
thing  to  interfere  with  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty  and  he  has  ever 
regarded  a  public  ofSce  as  a  public  trust. 


WILLIAM  R.  PUGH. 


William  R.  Pugh,  plumbing  inspector  for  the  city  of  Racine,  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  this  section  of  the  state,  being  a 
grandson  of  Arthur  Pugh,  who  was  bom  in  Wales  and  established  his  home  in 
Racine  when  the  city  was  but  a  village.  Here  he  passed  away  in  1860,  when 
seventy  years  of  age.  The  father,  David  Pugh,  was  bom  in  Wales  and  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  new  world.  He  became  a  sailor, 
following  the  lakes  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  passed  away  in  1872.  He 
wedded  Eliza  Jones,  whose  birth  also  occurred  in  Wales  and  who  survived 
her  husband  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century,  being  called  to  her  final  rest 
about  1906. 

After  mastering  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  public  schools  Wil- 
liam R.  Pugh  took  up  the  plumber's  trade,  with  which  he  became  thoroughly 
acquainted,  gaining  expert  knowledge  of  the  business.  After  working  for 
others  for  a  time  he  opened  a  plumbing  establishment  of  his  own  and  con- 
ducted it  successfully  for  sixteen  years.  He  is  now  plumbing  inspector  for  the 
city,  to  which  position  he  was  appointed  on  the  1st  of  March,  1915.  This  is 
an  important  branch  of  the  city  service,  having  direct  bearing  upon  sanitary 
and  health  conditions,  and  his  work  is  most  thoroughly  and  capably  done. 
Mr.  Pugh  has  long  occupied  a  position  of  leadership  among  representatives  of 
the  trade  in  Racine  and  in  1894  organized  the  Plumbers*  Union,  while  later 
he  served  as  business  agent  for  the  Building  Trades  Council.  He  was  also 
secretary  of  the  Master  Plumbers*  Association  for  nine  years. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1897,  Mr.  Pugh  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Adeline  Majewski,  of  Racine,  who  passed  away  in  January,  1913,  leaving  a  son, 
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Lindley,  now  sixteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Pugh  has  membership  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  with  the  Columbia  Knights,  while  in  politics  he  maintains  an 
independent  course.  He  has  always  lived  in  Racine  and  has  therefore  been 
a  witness  of  the  growth  and  development  of  the  city  for  forty-five  years,  noting 
with  interest  its  many  changes  and  supporting  various  plans  and  measures 
which  have  had  to  do  with  its  upbuilding  and  progress. 


ANDREW  E.  ffiSON. 


Andrew  E.  Ibson,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying  in  Yorkville 
township  also  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land  in  New 
Mexico.  A  natjv^  of  Raymond  township,  Racine  county,  he  was  born  on  the 
27th  of  August,  1865,  a  son  of  Hans  and  Gertrude  (Hansen)  Ibson,  both  na- 
tives of  Denmark,  the  former  born  on  the  isle  of  Zealand  in  March,  1816,  and 
the  latter  on  the  isle  of  Langland,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1828.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  country  on  the  25th  of  May,  1858,  and  six  years  later  came 
to  the  United  States,  reaching  Chicago  on  the  1st  of  July,  1864.  About  the 
first  of  the  following  September  they  located  in  Raymond  township,  this 
county.  While  on  their  way  here  from  Chicago  the  family  was  exposed  to 
smallpox  in  Racine  and  two  of  the  children  died  of  that  disease.  The  father 
purchased  thirty-five  acres  of  land  to  which  he  later  added  twenty  acres.  For 
the  first  two  years  of  his  residence  here  the  family  home  was  a  log  cabin  but 
he  subsequently  built  a  substantial  farmhouse.  Three  years  later,  however, 
this  was  replaced  by  a  still  large  structure  which  remained  the  family  resi- 
dence for  fifteen  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  came  to  Yorkville  town- 
ship and  purchased  the  forty  acre  tract  on  which  Andrew  E.  is  still  living. 
Iti  1840  Mr.  Ibson  joined  the  Baptist  church  in  Denmark  and  was  subjected  to 
much  persecution  on  account  of  his  religious  allegiance.  His  wife  and  her 
parents  were  also  members  of  that  church  and  likewise  suffered  persecution. 
Mr.  Ibson  became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  stanchly  sup- 
ported the  candidates  and  measures  of  the  republican  party.  He  passed  away 
on  the  18th  of  June,  1896,  and  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  the  20th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1908.  To  their  union  was  born  but  one  son.  The  father,  however,  had 
been  previously  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  who  died  in  Denmark,  had  three 
children.  Peter  Christian,  who  came  to  the  United  States  and  joined  the  Fed- 
eral army,  participating  in  the  Civil  War,  was  wounded  while  at  the  front  and 
during  his  later  years  drew  a  pension  from  the  government ;  Mary  Christine  is 
the  wife  of  James  P.  Anderson,  a  painter  of  Racine ;  and  Sina  Carrie  is  the  wife 
of  C.  J.  Jacobson,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Hastings.  Nebraska.  The  mater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject.  Christian  Hansen,  passed  his  entire  life  in  Den- 
mark and  served  in  the  army,  participating  in  the  campaign  which  led  to  the 
downfall  of  Napoleon. 

Andrew  E.  Ibson  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  on  reach- 
ing mature  years  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming,  to  which  he  had  been 
reared.  He  assisted  his  father  until  the  latter 's  demise  and  then  inherited  the 
homestead  of  forty  acres  which  he  is  now  cultivating.    He  raises  some  grain 
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but  gives  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  dairying  and  receives  a  good  in- 
come from  the  sale  of  milk.  In  addition  to  his  home  farm  he  owns  a  half  sec- 
tion of  land  in  New  Mexico.  He  is  industrious,  practical  and  progressive  and 
has  accumulated  a  competence. 

Mr.  Ibson  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  18th  of  February,  1892,  to  Miss 
Annie  Christina  Moeller,  who  was  born  in  Holstein,  Germany,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Jacob  Moeller.  The  former  was  born  at  Gravenstein,  Ger- 
many, which  was  at  that  time  a  part  of  Holland,  and  was  a  son  of  John  Hanan, 
but  he  operated  a  mill,  which  fact  led  him  to  change  his  name  to  Moeller.  He 
died  February  24,  1881,  in  Holstein,  Germany.  He  was  married  twice  and  had 
five  children  by  his  first  marriage  and  ten  by  his  second,  Mrs.  Ibson  being  the 
fifth  child  of  the  second  marriage.  Her  mother  came  to  the  ne^  world  in  1883 
and  settled  in  Racine  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ibson  have  been  born  four 
children :  Ada  L.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Union  Grove  high  school,  and  at- 
tended the  Milwaukee  Normal  school,  and  the  Whitewater  Normal  school,  was 
formerly  engaged  in  teaching  but  is  now  at  home :  Gertrude  E.  is  a  high  school 
graduate ;  and  Ansine  and  Daniel  are  attending  school. 

The  parents  attend  the  Baptist  church,  in  which  faith  Mr.  Ibson  was 
reared,  and  their  influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  righteousness  and  justice. 
He  supports  the  prohibition  party  at  the  polls,  believing  that  the  solution  of 
the  liquor  problem  will  also  mean  the  solution  of  many  other  vexing  questions 
of  the  day.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Racine  county  and  he  has  thor- 
oughly identified  his  interests  with  those  of  the  community,  being  at  all  times 
willing  to  aid  in  any  way  possible  in  promoting  the  general  good. 


HANS  L.  PETERSON. 


There  is  no  land  which  offers  the  untrammeled  opportunities  that  Amer- 
ica does.  Here,  where  labor  is  unhampered  by  caste  or  class  and  indefatigable 
effort  wins  its  reward,  there  are  many  men  who  have  started  out  empty-handed 
yet  who  today  possess  substantial  holdings  if  not  wealth.  Such  a  one  is  Hans 
L.  Peterson,  farmer  and  dairyman,  residing  upon  a  place  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  acres  near  Franksville.  He  was  bom  in  Denmark,  April  8,  1859, 
and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Katherina  Halkensen.  The  father  was  born  in 
Sweden  and  spent  his  last  days  at  the  home  of  his  son  Hans  in  Racine  county, 
passing  away  in  1897.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Danish  Lutheran  church  and 
his  family  numbered  eight  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living:  Dorothy, 
who  is  the  widow  of  Andrew  Anderson ;  Hans  L. ;  Matilda,  the  wife  of  Max 
Thornton,  a  farmer  of  Yorkville  township ;  Thena,  the  wife  of  Hans  Anderson, 
a  resident  farmer  of  Raymond  township;  and  Ole,  who  follows  farming  in  the 
state  of  Washington. 

Hans  L.  Peterson  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Denmark,  where 
he  remained  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty  years,  when  he  severed  the 
ties  that  bound  him  to  his  native  land  and  came  to  the  new  world,  making  his 
way  at  once  to  Racine  county.    For  a  few  years  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  and 
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then  established  a  home  of  his  own  by  his  marriage  in  1883  to  Miss  Annie 
Larsen,  who  was  bom  in  Denmark.  They  have  become  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren :  John,  who  is  married  and  follows  farming  in  Yorkville  township ;  Willie, 
who  is  also  married  and  lives  in  the  same  township  ^  Carrie,  the  wife  of  Christ 
Jensen,  a  farmer  of  Raymond  township;  Ella,  the  wife  of  James  Johnson,  a 
resident  of  the  same  township ;  James,  who  works  in  Yorkville,  and  Edward, 
Adolph,  Mary  and  Harry,  all  at  home. 

Indefatigable  industry  has  been  the  basis  of  Mr.  Peterson's  growing  suc- 
cess. He  was  empty  handed  when  he  came  to  the  new  world.  It  required 
practically  all  that  he  possessed  to  pay  his  way  and  he  at  once  faced  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  for  his  own  support.  From  his  earnings  as  a  farm  hand 
he  saved  enough  to  enable  him  to  make  his  first  purchase  of  land  and  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  in  Raymond  township,  where  he 
carries  on  general  farming  and  also  engages  in  dairying  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, keeping  high  grade  Holstein  cattle.  In  the  midst  of  his  farm  stands  a 
pleasant  and  comfortable  residence,  in  the  rear  of  which  are  good  bams  and 
outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock.  Everything  about  the  place 
speaks  of  the  careful  supervision  of  a  practical  and  progressive  owner  who 
utilizes  the  most  modern  methods  of  farming  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  his 
place.  He  is  interested  in  community  affairs  and  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
local  school  board.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  he  belongs  to  the  Luth- 
eran church,  t6  the  support  of  which  he  contributes  generously.  He  has  never 
had  occasion  to  regret  his  determination  to  come  to  America,  for  here  he  has 
found  the  opportunities  which  he  sought  and  in  their  utilization  has  worked 
his  way  steadily  upward.  Moreover,  his  life  record  proves  that  success  and  an 
honorable  name  may  be  won  simultaneously. 


THOMAS  A.  FAGAN. 


Thomas  A.  Fagan,  engaged  in  the  general  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness at  No.  610  Wisconsin  street  under  the  firm  style  of  Thomas  A.  Fagan  & 
Company,  was  born  in  Racine,  November  14,  1871,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Kelly)  Fagan.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  grandfather  spent 
his  entire  life  on  the  Emerald  Isle.  When  but  six  months  old  John  Fagan  was 
brought  by  an  aunt  to  the  United  States,  the  family  home  being  established  in 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  until  1866,  when  he  came  to  Racine. 
He  was  the  first  practical  brick  manufacturer  of  this  city  and  for  many  years 
occupied  the  responsible  position  of  superintendent  with  the  firm  of  Smith 
Brothers.  In  his  later  years  he  lived  retired,  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest  from 
further  labor.  He  passed  away  in  1906,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  1833,  but  his  widow  still  survives. 

Reared  in  the  city  of  his  nativity,  Thomas  A.  Fagan  obtained  a  public  and 
high  school  education  and  became  a  machinist,  following  the  trade  for  six  or 
seven  years.  Since  1897,  however,  he  has  been  continuously  connected  with 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  business.  He  was  first  located  at  No.  503  Main 
street  and  after  operating  independently  for  a  time  became  vice  president  of 
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the  David  G.  Jones  Company,  with  which  he  was  thus  associated  for  nine 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out.  He  then  organized  the  present 
firm  of  Thomas  A.  Fagan  &  Company,  with  offices  at  No.  610  Wisconsin  street, 
and  is  now  conducting  a  general  real  estate  and  insurance  business.  In  this 
connection  he  is  well  known,  for  he  has  negotiated  many  important  realty 
transfers  and  also  writes  a  large  amount  of  insurance  annually,  representing  a 
number  of  the  old  line  companies. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1898,  Mr.  Fagan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie 
J.  Kosterman,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sophia  Kosterman,  who  were 
early  settlers  here.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fagan  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Jeannette,  Eleanor  and  Josephine. 

The  family  are  communicants  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Fagan 
is  identified  with  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  politics  he  maintains  an  inde- 
pendent, course,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  and  the  exi: 
gencies  of  the  case,  nor  has  he  ever  sought  or  desired  a  political  office.  His 
attention  is  concentrated  upon  his  business  aflfairs  and  his  close  application 
and  indefatigable  energy,  combined  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  everything 
connected  with  insurance  and  real  estate,  have  brought  him  substantial  and 
gratifying  success. 


AUGUST  J.  EISENHUT. 

August  J.  Eisenhut,  who  since  April,  1910,  has  filled  the  office  of  city  treas- 
urer of  Racine,  having  been  re-elected  to  this  position  without  opposition,  was 
born  on  the  22d  of  October,  1876,  his  parents  being  August  and  Martha  Eisen- 
hut. The  father  was  bom  March  27,  1852,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  son  August  in  the  year  1881  and  remained  for  a  short  time  a  resident 
of  New  York  city  but  the  same  year  removed  westward  to  Milwaukee,  where 
he  resided  until  the  fall  of  that  year  and  then  came  to  Racine.  He  is  a  ma- 
chinist by  trade  and  has  followed  business  along  that  line  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  Having  lost  his  first  wife,  he  was  married  again  in  Milwaukee 
in  1883,  his  second  union  being  with  Louise  Foertsch,  of  Racine. 

August  J.  Eisenhut,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  was  less  than  a 
year  old  when  brought  to  the  new  world.  His  education  has  been  acquired  in 
the  schools  of  Racine  and  in  that  city  he  attended  business  college.  In  early 
life  he  learned  the  basket-making  trade  and  afterward  took  up  the  machinist 
trade,  continuing  therein  for  twenty  years,  during  which  period  he  became  aft 
efficient  and  expert  workman,  occupying  excellent  positions  in  that  connec- 
tion. His  fellow  townsmen,  however,  appreciative  of  his  worth  and  ability, 
called  him  to  the  office  of  city  treasurer  at  the  municipal  election  of  April, 
1910,  and  so  splendid  has  been  his  record  in  this  position  that  he  has  since 
been  re-elected  without  opposition.  He  is  prompt  and  systematic  in  the  dis- 
charge of  all  duties  and  his  public-spirited  citizenship  stands  as  an  unques- 
tioned fact  in  his  career.  He  has  always  maintained  a  non-partisan  attitude 
in  politics,  ever  placing  the  public  welfare  before  party  advancement. 
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On  the  5th  of  July,  1907,  Mr.  Eisenhut  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Breck- 
enfeld,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Captain  George  Breckenfeld,  who  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  here  and  for  many  years  was  captain  of  the  Hfe  saving 
station.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eisenhut  now  have  two  children,  Ward  and  Beth.  The 
family  attend  the  Lutheran  church  and  Mr.  Eisenhut  holds  membership  with 
the  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the  Knights  of  Khor- 
assan,  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  with  the  Deutscher  Club.  Mr.  Eisen- 
hut is  a  self  made  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word  and  deserves  great  credit  for 
what  he  has  accomplished.  With  limited  advantages  in  his  youth,  he  has 
worked  his  way  steadily  upward  in  business  and  public  connections,  develop- 
ing his  latent  powers  and  talents  and  acquiring  ability  through  diligence  and 
determination,  thus  becoming  well  qualified  for  the  onerous  duties  which  now 
devolve  upon  Jiim. 


EDWARD  N.  RICE. 


Edward  N.  Rico,  deputy  superintendent  at  Racine  for  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Company,  has  been  connected  with  the  insurance  business  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  born  in  Kenosha  June  11,  1876,  a  son  of  Nicholas 
and  Nellie  (Keenen)  Rice,  the  latter  also  a  native  of  Kenosha.  The  father 
was  bom  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1855,  the 
year  before  James  Buchanan  was  elected  president.  He  settled  in  Kenosha, 
where  he  still  makes  his  home,  and  he  is  now  eighty-six  years  of  age,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  August,  1830.    His  wife  passed  away  in  March,  1912. 

Edward  N.  Rice  attended  the  schools  of  Kenosha  but  is  largely  self-edu- 
cated, as  he  early  started  out  to  earn  his  living,  but  in  the  school  of  experi- 
ence he  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons.  He  was  at  first  employed  at  the 
Allen  tannery  of  Kenosha,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  three  years,  and 
subsequently  he  spent  six  months  with  the  Ringling  Brothers  circus  as  candy 
butcher.  He  afterward  went  to  work  for  a  portrait  house  to  enlarge  family 
portraits  and  continued  in  that  connection  for  three  months.  He  next  began 
handling  a  crew  for  a  portrait  house  and  spent  four  years  in  that  work  in  the 
central  states.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Simmons  Manufacturing  Comj^any  and  learned  the  trade  of  polisher  and 
buffer.  Becoming  interested  in  the  labor  movement,  he  devoted  twelve  years 
to  furthering  the  organization  and  at  length  he  drifted  into  the  insurance 
business,  spending  six  months  as  agent,  after  which  he  was  made  assistant 
district  manager  at  Milwaukee,  where  he  continued  for  two  years.  Later  he 
returned  to  Kenosha  and  for  two  years  was  manager  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
business  at  that  place.  He  then  again  went  to  Milwaukee,  where  he  remained 
for  a  year,  and  three  years  ago  he  came  to  Racine  as  deputy  superintendent  for 
the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company.  He  has  made  steady  advance  since 
becoming  connected  with  insurance  interests.  He  is  well  qualified  to  manage 
the  interests  under  his  control  and  he  has  supervision  over  a  number  of  agents. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1903,  Mr.  Rice  was  married  to  Miss  Rose  Duffy,  who 
was  born  in  Friend,  Nebraska.    They  belong  to  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and 
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Mr.  Rice  is  also  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Racine,  of  the  Elks  lodge 
and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  He  is  a  well  read  man  and  his  varied 
experiences  have  been  interesting,  bringing  him  into  touch  with  the  wider 
r^alm  of  public  thought. 


CHARLES  A.  RYBA. 


Racine  on  the  whole  has  been  favored  in  the  class  of  men  who  have  occu- 
pied her  public  offices,  and  among  the  worthy  city  officials  is  numbered  Charles 
A.  Ryba,  who  since  April,  1913,  has  occupied  the  position  of  city  clerk.  He  was 
born  in  Racine,  July  21,  1889,  a  son  of  Albert  and  Anna  (Novak)  Ryba,  the 
former  a  native  of  Bohemia,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  Caledonia  township, 
Racine  county.  Albert  Ryba  came  to  the  United  States  in  1882  and  made  his 
way  to  Racine,  where  he  has  since  resided,  occupying  the  position  of  shipping 
clerk  or  doing  general  clerical  work  for  the  M.  M.  Secor  Trunk  Company.  He 
married  Anna  Novak,  a  daughter  of  John  Novak,  who  came  to  Racine  in  1853, 
and  established  his  home  upon  a  farm. 

Charles  A.  Ryba  acquired  a  public  and  high  school  education  in  Racine  and 
also  attended  the  Wisconsin  Business  College.  He  became  deputy  city  clerk 
under  William  Armstrong  and  occupied  that  position  for  six  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  was  elected  city  clerk  in  April,  1913,  since  which  time  he  has 
occupied  the  office,  for  which  he  was  well  qualified  through  his  previous  ex- 
perience as  deputy.  His  duties  are  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity 
and  system  and  orderliness  characterize  all  that  he  does.  : 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1915,  Mr.  Ryba  was  married  to  Miss  Ora  Duch- 
mann,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Margaret  Duchmann.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Ryba  is  associated  with  the  Eagles  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  he  en- 
joys social  life  through  his  membership  in  the  Deutscher  Club.  He  is  also 
identified  with  the  Commercial  Club  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  its  pur- 
poses to  advance  Racine's  best  interests  in  a  material  way  and  uphold  its 
civic  welfare.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  voting  a  non-partisan  ticket.  He 
has  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  city  of  his  nativity,  where  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed,  and  his  salient  traits  of  character  are  such  as  have  established 
him  firmly  in  public  regard. 


P.  H.  CONNOLLY. 


P.  H.  Connolly,  who  has  the  second  longest  record  of  continuous  service  of 
all  the  city  engineers  of  Wisconsin,  came  to  his  present  office  in  1899  and  has 
remained  the  incumbent  through  the  intervening  period,  now  covering  seven- 
teen years.  He  was  born  in  Rochester,  Ne^  York,  April  24,  1863,  and  is  a  son 
of  Patrick  and  Eliza  (Beaumont)  Connolly.  The  father  is  a  native  of  County 
Westmeath,  Ireland,  while  the  mother's  birth  occurred  in  Centerville,  Michi- 
gan.   The  father  was  a  wagonmaker  by  trade  and  came  to  Racine  in  1863.    In 
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1864  he  moved  his  family  to  Racine.  He  has  now  passed  the  eighty-third  mile- 
stone on  life's  journey,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  1833,  but  the  mother  died 
in  November,  1878. 

Reared  in  this  city,  P.  H.  Connolly  entered  the  public  schools  at  the  usual 
ago  and  promotion  from  grade  to  grade  brought  him  at  length  to  the  high 
school.  After  completing  his  studies  there  he  entered  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin and  was  graduated  in  1885  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Civil  En- 
gineering. Subsequently  he  was  employed  by  the  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company 
on  engineering  construction  work  and  afterward  spent  two  years  in  the  service 
of  the  Chicago  City  Railway  Company.  In  1889  he  returned  to  Racine,  where 
he  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  city  engineer,  occupying  that  position 
until  1892.  He  next  went  to  Riverside,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  as  village 
engineer  until  May,  1899,  and  then  accepted  his  present  position  as  city  engi- 
neer of  Racine.  There  is  but  one  man  in  the  state  who  has  served  as  city 
engineer  for  a  longer  period,  and  the  length  of  his  service  indicates  how 
prompt,  faithful  and  reliable  he  has  been  in  discharging  his  official  duties. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  1891,  Mr.  Connolly  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Catherine  A.  Hass,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Sarah  A.  (Houpt) 
Hass.  There  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Connolly  four  sons :  George  H.,  bom 
August  5,  1892 ;  Francis  E.,  born  November  13,  1893 ;  Henry,  born  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1896;  and  Robert,  April  21,  1899.  Mr.  Connolly  suffered  a  sad  be- 
reavement by  the  death  of  his  beloved  wife  on  June  9,  1910.  The  family  home 
is  at  No.  1310  Wisconsin  street. 

Mr.  Connolly  is  identified  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  In  politics  he  maintains  an  independent 
course,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  without  regard  to 
party  ties.  He  is  well  qualified  in  that  line  of  activity  which  he  has  chosen  as 
his  life  work,  thoroughly  understanding  the  scientific  principles  v^hich  consti- 
tute the  basis  of  endeavor  in  this  field,  while  his  practical  experience  has  been 
most  broad.  He  is  continually  adding  to  his  professional  knowledge  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Western  Society  of  Engineers,  the  Engineering  Society  of  Wis- 
consin and  the  American  Society  of  Municipal  Improvements. 


DENNIS  E.  FITZGERALD. 

Dennis  E.  Fitzgerald,  who  on  the  1st  of  May,  1912,  was  made  city  sealer 
of  weights  and  measures  and  has  continued  in  this  position  through  the  inter- 
vening years,  was  born  in  Racine,  May  1,  1881,  a  son  of  Morris  and  Mary 
(Green)  Fitzgerald,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland.  When  young 
people  they  came  to  the  United  States  and  were  married  at  Fall  River,  Massa- 
chusetts. At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  the  father  served  the  Union  cause  as  a 
member  of  the  navy.  In  1880  he  came  to  Racine,  where  he  engaged  in  business 
as  a  contractor  in  the  building  of  sewers  up  to  .the  time  of  his  demise,  which 
occurred  September  24,  1915.  His  widow  still  survives.  Both  were  members 
of  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  church  in  an  early  day  and  afterward  became  com- 
municants of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church. 
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Dennis  E.  Fitzgerald,  spending  his  youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof, 
acquired  his  education  in  the  parochial  and  public  schools  of  Racine,  eventu- 
ally becoming  a  high  school  pupil.  He  started  in  the  business  world  as  an  em- 
ploye of  the  Racine  Wagon  &  Carriage  Company,  where  his  industry  and 
capability  found  recognition  in  promotion.  For  thirteen  years  he  remained 
with  that  company,  his  record  being  at  all  times  most  creditable.-  On  the  1st 
of  May,  1912,  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  city  sealer  of  weights  and  meas- 
ures by  Mayor  W.  S.  Goodland,  after  passing  the  state  civil  service  examina- 
tion, and  has  since  occupied  that  position,  in  which  his  record  has  been  most 
creditable  and  satisfactory. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1905,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Tena  Mockler,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Christina  (Ricoff)  Mockler, 
and  to  them  has  been  born  one  child,  Marcellus.  The  parents  are  members  of 
St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  now  treasurer  of  the  congre- 
gation. He  also  has  membership  with  Belle  City  Camp,  No.  39,  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  in  which  he  is  filling  the  office  of  clerk,  and  he  belongs  to  Racine 
Aerie,  No.  281,  F.  0.  E.,  and  to  Charles  Filer  Camp  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
In  politics  he  maintains  an  independent  course,  considering  the  capability  of 
the  candidates  for  office  rather  than  their  party  affiliation.  His  has  been  an 
active  life  characterized  by  loyalty  and  capability  in  business  circles,  and  the 
same  qualities  have  been  manifest  since  he  has  entered  upon  public  office. 


JOSEPH  J.  MORITZ. 


While  Joseph  J.  Moritz  made  a  humble  start  in  business  life,  he  has  for  a 
number  of  years  occupied  a  position  of  trust  and  responsibility  that  indicates 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  for  since  1909  he  has  been 
secretary  of  the  board  of  education  in  Racine,  his  native  city.  He  was  born 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1883,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Anna  (Heaton)  Moritz.  The 
father  was  bom  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  about  1869  arrived  in  Racine,  where 
he  followed  the  machinist's  trade,  which  he  had  previously  learned.  He  after- 
ward turned  his  attention  to  the  dry  goods  business,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  many  years,  and  at  the  present  time  he  is  one  of  the  employes  of 
the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company.  Tn  this  city  he  wedded  Anna 
Heaton,  a  native  of  Racine  and  a  daughter  of  John  Heaton,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  here,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  the  county. 

Joseph  J.  Moritz  completed  his  public  school  education  by  graduation  from 
the  high  school  of  Racine  with  the  class  of  1901.  He  had  pursued  a  business 
course  during  his  high  school  days  and  he  made  his  initial  start  in  the  busi- 
ness world  as  timekeeper  with  the  Racine  Boat  Company.  Two  years  later  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Fish  Brothers  Wagon  Company  and  after  acting  as 
assistant  bookkeeper  for  two  years  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  head 
bookkeeper,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  for  three  years,  also  acting  as 
private  secretary  to  the  president,  Mr.  Johnson.  He  was  alert,  energetic,  en- 
terprising and  loyal  and  his  business  record  was  most  commendable,  his  em- 
ployers and  his  associates  speaking  of  him  in  terms  of  warmest  regard.    He  is 
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secretary  of  the  Wisconsin  Implement  Company  of  Racine  but  is  not  taking  an 
active  part  in  its  management.  In  1909  he  was  called  upon  for  public  office 
through  appointment  to  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  board  of  education 
and  again  his  systematic  and  methodical  habits,  his  diligence  and  determina- 
tion have  made  him  an  excellent  officer,  so  that  he  has  remained  the  incumbent 
in  that  position  through  the  intervening  period,  covering  seven  years. 

Mr.  Moritz  is  of  the  Catholic  faith,  belonging  to  St.  Mary's  church,  and  he 
is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  finds  pleasant  social  re- 
lations in  the  Deutscher  Club  and  among  his  fellow  members  of  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  politics  he  has  always  followed  an  independent 
course,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  without  regard  to 
party  lines.  Having  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  Racine,  he  is  well  known  here 
and  has  an  extensive  circle  of  warm  friends.  Moreover,  he  has  been  familiar 
with  every  phase  of  the  city's  development  for  a  third  of  a  century  and  at  all 
times  has  manifested  a  public-spirited  devotion  to  the  general  good. 


JOHN  C.  WAGNER. 


John  C.  Wagner  is  proprietor  of  the  Wagner  Hotel  of  Racine,  in  connec- 
tion with  which  he  conducts  what  is  known  as  the  best  restaurant  of  the  city. 
He  was  born  March  27,  1858,  in  Racine,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Gracely) 
Wagner,  the  former  a  native  of  Prussia  and  the  latter  of  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many. In  the  early  '40s  they  arrived  in  Racine  and  were  married  in  tiiis 
city.    The  father  was  a  tanner  by  trade  and  long  followed  that  line  of  business. 

After  acquiring  a  public  school  education  John  C.  Wagner  learned  the 
wire-weaver's  trade,  to  which  he  devoted  ten  years,  but  since  1883  has  been 
continuously  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  hotel 
proprietors  in  southern  Wisconsin,  his  activity  in  this  field  covering  a  third  of 
a  century.  It  was  in  1883  that  he  opened  a  hotel  at  No.  416  Main  street,  where 
he  carried  on  business  until  1897.  He  then  conducted  the  Palm  Garden  for 
two  years  and  in  1900  he  opened  the  Wagner  hotel  on  Sixth  and  Wisconsin 
streets,  starting  in  a  small  way.  He  now  has  a  fine  hostelry  of  twenty  rooms 
in  connection  with  which  he  conducts  a  splendid  restaurant  that  is  most  lib- 
erally patronized,  it  being  known  as  the  best  eating  place  in  Racine.  The 
hotel  is  a  stag  establishment. 

On  the  9th,  of  August,  1886,  Mr.  Wagner  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Derrick, 
of  Racine,  whose  father  came  to  this  city  about  1865  and  died  during  the  early 
girlhood  of  his  daughter  Mrs.  Wagner,  who  passed  away  in  January,  1916. 
The  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  are :  Irene,  now  the  wife  of  Calvin 
Peck  of  Racine,  by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Calvin  H. ;  Jessie ;  and  Harry,  who 
married  Margaret  Bowles  and  is  engaged  in  business  with  his  father. 

BVaternaUy  Mr.  Wagner  is  connected  with  several  organizations,  includ- 
ing the  Eagles,  the  Moose  and  the  Elks.  In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  republican 
and  an  active  worker.  For  five  terms  he  served  as  supervisor,  and  for  one 
term  filled  the  position  of  sheriflf  of  the  county.  In  1898  he  was  elected  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  state  legislature  and  during  his  connection  with 
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the  house  gave  careful  consideration  to  every  question  which  came  up  for  set- 
tlement. In  1902  he  was  elected  alderman  of  Racine,  first  ward,  and  in  1903 
was  appointed  emigration  inspector  but  declined  to  occupy  the  last  named  po- 
sition. He  now  concentrates  his  energies  upon  his  hotel  business  and  in  that 
connection  is  meeting  with  substantial  and  well  deserved  success. 


GEORGE  FRITCHEN. 


George  Fritchen  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Raymond 
township,  represented  in  this  county  for  sixty-five  years,  for  it  was  in  1851 
that  his  parents,  William  and  Gertrude  (Fettin)  Fritchen,  established  their 
home  in  this  part  of  the  state.  They  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  former 
bom  near  Krehfeldt.  In  the  fatherland  they  were  reared  and  married  and 
then,  determining  to  try  their  fortune  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  they  sailed 
for  the  United  States  and  in  1851  reached  Racine  county,  becoming  residents 
of  Raymond  township.  They  were  in  very  limited  financial  circumstances 
and  Mr.  Fritchen  began  working  on  the  railroad  but  carefully  saved  his  earn- 
ings and  when  the  sum  was  sufficient  purchased  forty  acres  of  land.  With 
characteristic  energy  he  began  to  cultivate  and  improve  that  place  and  after- 
ward he  was  able  to  extend  its  boundaries  by  the  purchase  of  an  additional 
tract  of  forty  acres.  He  thereafter  continued  to  reside  on  the  old  homestead 
until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death  and  he  transformed  the  place  into  a 
highly  improved  property,  the  fields  annually  bringing  to  him  rich  harvests. 
His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  his  study  of  political 
questions  and  issues  led  him  to  give  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  so 
that  at  the  polls  he  voted  always  for  its  men  and  measures.  To  him  and  his 
wife  were  born  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living :  Tillman  and  Henry, 
who  are  residents  of  Yorkville  township ;  William,  who  is  employed  in  one  of 
the  shops  of  Racine ;  and  George. 

The  last  named  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  in  Raymond  township  on 
the  11th  of  September,  1867,  and  at  the  usual  age  began  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  He  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account  when  his  textbooks 
were  put  aside  and  has  always  carried  on  the  occupation  to  which  he  was 
reared — the  occupation  of  farming,  of  which  George  Washington  said:  "It  is 
the  most  useful  as  well  as  the  most  honorable  occupation  of  man.'*  He  now 
has  eighty  acres  of  land  and  carries  on  general  farming,  also  raising  a  large 
number  of  chickens  of  the  Black  Minorca  breed,  having  about  four  or  five 
hundred. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  1901,  Mr.  Fritchen  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta 
Schrodjer,  a  daughter  of  August  and  Doris  (Siefert)  Schroder,  the  former  a 
native  of  Mecklenburg  and  the  latter  of  Pommern,  Germany.  On  coming  to 
America  they  made  their  way  to  Milwaukee  in  the  early  '50s  and  soon  after- 
ward crossed  the  boarder  into  Racine  county,  after  which  the  father  purchased 
a  farm  in  Raymond  township,  devoting  his  remaining  days  to  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  that  pl^e.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fritchen  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  two  children,  Maude  and  Raleigh. 
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Mr.  Fritchen  supports  the  republican  party  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  He  has  never  sought  nor  desired  oflSce,  how- 
ever, as  he  feels  that  his  time  is  fully  occupied  with  his  business  interests.  He 
has  always  lived  in  this  county,  has  always  carried  on  farming  and  has  always 
governed  his  conduct  by  rules  which  liave  made  him  one  of  the  substantial, 
respected  and  worthy  citizens  of  his  community. 


HON.  WALTER  S.  GOODLAND. 

After  four  years'  service  as  chief  executive  of  Racine,  Hon,  Walter  S. 
Goodland  retired  from  the  mayoralty  as  he  had  entered  the  oflSce — with  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  the  great  majority  of  citizens,  and  upon  the  city's 
history  left  the  record  of  various  substantial  improvements  which  were  made 
under  his  administration — improvements  along  the  lines  of  both  reform  and 
progress.  He  has  been  active  in  the  fields  of  both  law  and  journalism  and  at 
the  present  writing  is  owner  of  the  Times-Call  of  Racine,  in  which  city  he  has 
made  his  home  since  March,  1899.  He  was  born  in  Sharon,  Walworth  county. 
Wisconsin,  December  22,  1862,  and  is  descended  from  English  ancestry.  His 
paternal  grandparents,  William  and  Abigail  (Harmon)  Goodland,  were  both 
natives  of  England  and  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life  the  former  followed 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Somersetshire.  There  on  the  10th  of  August,  1831, 
occurred  the  birth  of  Judge  John  Goodland,  who  was  accorded  liberal  educa- 
tional opportunities  in  his  native  country,  where  he  remained  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eighteen,  when,  desirous  of  learning  something  more  of  the  world 
and  enjoying  the  opportunities  offered  in  America  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
1849.  Through  the  succeeding  five  years  he  was  a  resident  of  Oneida  county. 
New  York,  and  was  connected  with  various  business  lines  during  that  period. 
In  1854  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  through  the  succeeding  decade  was  a  teacher 
in  the  schools  of  Walworth  county,  during  which  period  he  also  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  held  other  local  offices.  In  1864  he  removed  to  Chicago 
and  accepted  clerical  position  in  the  freight  office  of  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western Railroad,  there  continuing  for  two  and  one-half  years.  He  afterward 
served  for  seven  years  as  station  agent  for  the  same  road  at  Appleton,  Wis- 
consin, and  in  1874  he  embarked  in  the  insurance  business  at  Appleton,  where 
he  utilized  his  leisure  time  for  the  study  of  law,  his  reading  being  wisely  di- 
rected by  an  able  preceptor  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878.  In  that 
year  he  became  the  partner  of  Lyman  E.  Barnes,  afterward  member  of  con- 
gress, and  their  practice  was  thus  continued  for  a  few  years.  In  1888  Judge 
Goodland  was  elected  district  attorney  of  Outagamie  county  and  was  re- 
elected in  1890,  making  a  most  creditable  record  during  his  two  terms'  service 
by  reason  of  the  many  favorable  verdicts  which  he  won,  verdicts  that  were 
accorded  in  recognition  of  the  strength  of  his  case,  based  upon  the  points  in 
evidence  and  the  law  applicable  thereto.  His  ability  in  that  office  led  to  his 
election  in  the  spring  of  1891  to  the  office  of  judge  of  the  tenth  judicial  dis- 
trict. Upon  the  death  of  George  H.  Myers  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Peck 
to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  up  to  the  time  when  he  would  assume  judicial 
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duties  by  reason  of  his  election.  By  successive  re-elections  he  has  remained 
•  as  district  judge  to  the  present  time  and,  according  to  a  contemporary  biog- 
rapher, has  **shown  great  ability  in  facilitating  the  work  of  his  court  as  well 
as  in  giving  rulings  marked  by  judicial  discrimination  in  both  civil  and  crimi- 
nal causes  as  well  as  by  broad  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  science  of  juris- 
prudence and  a  high  appreciation  of  the  dignity  and  responsibility  of  his 
office."  This  is  not  the  only  office  to  which  Judge  Goodland  has  been  elected^ 
for  before  becoming  district  attorney  he  was  city  assessor  at  Appleton  for 
three  years  and  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  material  and  civic  welfare  of 
his  community  he  is  deeply  interested,  his  influence  being  ever  on  the  side 
of  improvement  and  progress.  Such  is  the  respect  entertained  for  his  opin- 
ions upon  public  questions  that  his  example  always  secures  to  any  cause  a  large 
following.  He  votes  with  the  democratic  party  and  his  fraternal  connection 
is  with  the  Masons. 

While  residing  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  Judge  Goodland  was  married 
to  Miss  Caroline  N.  Clark,  a  native  of  that  state,  with  whom  he  traveled  life's 
journey  most  happily  for  forty-three  years,  separation  coming  to  them,  how- 
ever, in  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1894.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
five  of  whom  survive :  Walter  S. ;  John,  a  member  of  the  city  commission  of  Ap- 
pleton ;  Abigail ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Woehler,  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  and 
Edith,  the  wife  of  F.  D.  Bartlett,  of  Milwaukee.  Three  sons,  William,  Edward 
and  Fayette,  are  deceased,  while  a  daughter,  Emma,  passed  away  in  childhood. 
The  sixth  child  and  third  son  of  this  family  was  Walter  S.  Goodland,  who 
was  but  three  years  of  age  when  the  family  went  to  Chicago.  He  afterward 
completed  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Appleton,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school,  and  later  he  spent  a  year  in  study  in  the  Lawrence 
University  at  that  place.  The  succeeding  five  years  of  his  life  were  devoted 
to  teaching  and  then  under  the  direction  of  his  father  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law,  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  before  the  State  Bar  Commission,  on 
the  9th  of  March,  1886.  He  was  interested  in  the  profession  and  yet  he 
found  journalism  even  more  congenial,  so  that  soon  after  locating  in  Wake- 
field, Wisconsin,  in  March,  1887,  he  began  the  publication  of  the  Wakefield 
Bulletin,  which  he  owned  and  edited  for  about  a  year.  In  March,  1888,  he 
became  the  founder  of  the  Ironwood  Times  at  Ironwood,  Michigan,  and  re- 
mained as  editor  and  owner  of  that  paper  until  May,  1895,  although  he  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  law  in  the  previous  November.  On  the  30th  of  March, 
1895,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  to  the  position  of  postmaster 
at  Ironwood  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  three  years.  Later  he  made  his 
home  for  a  brief  period  at  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  and  then  spent  one  year  as 
publisher  of  the  Daily  News  at  Beloit.  Since  March,  1899,  he  has  resided  in 
Racine,  where  in  partnership  with  V.  W.  Lothrop  he  purchased  the  Racine 
Daily  Times,  the  firm  o^oiing  the  paper  until  1902,  when  Mr.  Goodland  became 
sole  proprietor.  This  paper  has  since  taken  over  the  Call,  the  two  being  com- 
bined under  the  name  of  the  Times-Call.  The  paper  is  an  interesting  and  at- 
tractive journal,  well  edited  and  well  published. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Goodland  is  an  Episcopalian  and  the  rules  which 
further  govern  his  conduct  are  found  in  such  organizations  as  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.    His  political  indorse- 
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ment  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  in  1911  he  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  Mayor  of  Racine,  remaining  as  the  chief  executive  of  the  city  for  four  years. 
Many  tangible  evidences  of  his  public  spirit  may  be  cited,  showing  that  he  has 
ever  placed  the  general  good  before  partisanship  and  the  public  welfare  be- 
fore personal  aggrandizement.  Men  may  differ  from  him  but  they  do  not  ques- 
tion the  integrity  of  his  views  and  motives ;  they  may  oppose  him  blit  they  re- 
spect him,  and  they  know  that  when  he  gives  a  promise  it  is  to  be  relied  upon. 


JOHN  E.  ROWLANDS. 


John  E.  Rowlands,  one  of  the'  well  known,  prominent  and  successful  repre- 
sentatives of  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  Racine,  has  concen- 
trated his  efforts  upon  this  field  of  activity  since  January,  1907,  when  he  re- 
tired from  the  position  of  register  of  deeds.  He  was  bom  in  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  this  county,  December  18,  1856,  a  son  of  David  W.  and  Mary  E, 
(Jehu)  Rowlands,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Wales  and  when  young 
people  came  to  the  new  world,  being  married  at  Southport,  Wisconsin,  The 
latter  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Jehu,  who  about  1839  brought  his  family  to 
the  United  States  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  residents  who  were  re- 
claiming this  region  for  the  purposes  of  civilization-  Be  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Welsh  church  on  Villa  street  and  was  otherwise  actively  and 
helpfully  connected  with  the  early  progress  and  improvement  of  the  district. 
David  W.  Rowlands  arrived  in  Racine  county  about  1840  and  devoted  his 
life  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  making  his  home  for  many  years  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  where  eventually  he  passed  away. 

After  obtaining  a  public  school  education  John  E.  Rowlands  became  a 
student  in  a  private  academy  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin,  and  afterward  spent  two 
years  in  attendance  at  Beloit  College.'  He  worked  his  way  through  school, 
providing  for  the  necessary  expenses  by  his  labor  through  the  summer  months, 
the  winter  season  being  devoted  to  the  acquirement  of  his  education.  The 
elemental  strength  of  character  which  he  thus  displayed  was  an  indication 
of  the  substantial  qualities  which  he  has  since  shown  in  every  relation  of  life. 
He  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  he  followed  in  the  rural  schools 
for  a  period  and  later  he  went  to  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  where  he  studied  veter- 
inary surgery  under  the  direction  of  his  brother,  Dr.  D.  W.  Rowlands,  with 
whom  he  continued  for  a  year  and  a  half.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  went  upon  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman,  representing  the  woolen  mills 
of  Appleton,  Wisconsin,  and  subsequently  he  traveled  out  of  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin, for  a  men's  furnishing  goods  and  notions  house.  He  was  afterward 
employed  in  the  same  capacity  for  the  firm  of  Bloom  Brothers  of  Chicago  and 
then  secured  a  position  with  the  Troy  (N.  Y.)  house  that  handles  the  Anchor 
brand  of  collars  and  cuffs.  Still  later  he  was  traveling  representative  for 
Alschuler  Brothers,  overall  manufacturers  of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  spending 
altogether  eight  years  upon  the  road,  and  each  change  he  made  marked  a  sub- 
stantial advance  in  his  business  career.    In  1894  he  purchased  the  old  family 
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homestead  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  after  which  he  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  all  kinds  of  live  stock. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Rowlands  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  Mount  Pleasant  township  on  the  republican  ticket  and  occupied  that 
position  for  eight  years.  In  1904  he  was  elected  register  of  deeds  and  re- 
moved to  Racine,  selling  hij  farm  the  following  year.  He  occupied  that  po- 
sition in  an  acceptable  manner  until  January,  1907,  and  at  the  close  of  his 
term  opened  a  real  estate  and  insurance  of&ce  at  No.  526  Monument  Square, 
where  he  remained  until  1915,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  location  at  No. 
211  Sixth  street.  He  conducts  a  general  real  estate  and  insurance  business 
and  is  thoroughly  informed  concerning  property  values.  He  has  negotiated 
many  real  estate  transfers  and  has  secured  a  large  clientage,  so  that  the  vol- 
ume of  his  business  brings  him  an  excellent  financial  return. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1890,  Mr^  Rowlands  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lottie  McCoy,  of  Mount  Pleasant  township,  a.  daughter  of  S.  D.  and  Mahala 
McCoy,  who  were  early  settlers  of  this  county.  They  have  become  parents  of 
three  children:  Stewart  S.,  who  is  now  in  business  with  his  father;  Robert  D., 
a  student  in  the  State  University  at  Madison ;  and  Wallace  W.,  who  died  aged 
twenty-six  months.  The  family  is  well  known  in  Racine  and  the  hospitality 
of  many  of  the  best  homes  is  cordially  extended  them.  Mr.  Rowlands  is  identi- 
fied with  various  fraternal  organizations,  including  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the  Knights  of 
Khorassan,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles,  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters 
and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Kymric  Club  and  of  the 
Commercial  Club  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party, 
of  which  he  has  long  been  an  active  worker  and  earnest  supporter.  Mr.  Rowl- 
ands has  truly  earned  the  proud  American  title  of  a  self-made  man,  for  he 
started  out  in  life  empty  handed  and  had  to  provide  the  means  that  enabled 
him  to  acquire  his  education.  He  realized,  however,  the  worth  of  mental  train- 
ing as  a  preparation  for  life's  practical  and  responsible  duties.  He  realized, 
too,  the  value  of  industry  and  integrity  in  business  affairs  and,  using  those 
qualities  as  a  foundation,  he*  has  builded  thereon  a  substantial  and  well  de- 
served success. 


OSCAR  ESMOND. 


Oscar  Esmond,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying  in  York- 
ville  township,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  4th  of  Novembei^.  1847, 
is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Racine  county.  His  par- 
ents were  John  Darwin  and  Nancy  (Hubbard)  Esmond,  the  former  bom  in 
New  York,  in  1814,  and  the  latter  in  that  state  on  the  4th  of  May,  1830.  They 
were  married  there,  but  came  to  Racine  county  when  this  section  was 
still  mainly  inhabited  by  Indians.  Mr.  Esmond  purchased  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  from  the  government  and  devoted  his  time  to  the  opera- 
tion and  development  of  his  farm.    He  was  a  poor  man  when  he  came  to  this 
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country  and  for  some  time,  in  addition  to  his  farming,  broke  land  with  oxen, 
for  others,  thus  supplementing  his  income.  He  also  drove  with  one  ox  to 
Chicago  to  do  trading  for  his  neighbors  and  in  fact  turned  his  hand  to  what- 
ever he  could  find  to  do.  At  length  his  perseverance  and  hard  work  enabled 
him  to  gain  a  substantial  measure  of  prosperity.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch 
whig.  He  passed  away  in  1847  but  was  survived  for  many  years  by  his  wife, 
whose  death  occurred  in  1905.  His  parents,  John  and  Delilah  Esmond,  passed 
their  entire  lives  in  the  Empire  state  and  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Oscar 
Esmond  also  lived  and  died  there. 

Oscar  Esmond  was  educated  ixi  the  early  district  schools  of  Yorkville  town- 
ship and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  and  strong  enough  began  helping  his  father 
with  the  farm  work,  thus  receiving  practical  training  which  has  been  of  great 
value  to  him  in  his  independent  career  as  a  farmer.  He  has  never  followed 
any  other  occupation  and  has  so  managed  his  affairs  that  he  has  gained  a  com- 
petence. He  now  owns  two  hundred  acres  of  fertile  and  well  improved  land 
in  Yorkville  township  and  is  there  engaged  in  raising  grain  and  stock  and  also 
in  dairying,  although  for  a  time  he  devoted  his  land  to  truck  gardening,  grow- 
ing corn,  cabbage  and  beets.  He  has  found  dairying  especially  profitable  and 
conducts  a  large  business  along  that  line.  He  owns  a  number  of  thoroughbred 
Holstein  cows  and  in  handling  the  milk  follows  the  most  sanitary  methods. 
Through  his  enterprise  and  good  judgment  he  has  gained  a  large  measure  of 
financial  success  and  is  entitled  to  the  credit  that  is  given  the  self-made  man. 

Mr.  Esmond  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Maria  Dardis,  who  was  born  in 
Dover  township,  Racine  county,  and  by  w^hom  he  has  six  children,  namely: 
May,  the  wife  of  Milford  DuBois,  of  Pentoka,  Michigan;  Stella,  the  wife  of 
Dan  Rork,  a  farmer  of  Franksville;  Inez,  the  wife  of  William  Crane,  who  is 
farming  in  Paris  township,  Kenosha  county;  Pearl,  the  wife  of  John  Babcock, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  creamery  business  in  Eau  Claire ;  Bay,  who  is  assisting 
his  father ;  and  Lila,  the  wife  of  William  J.  Pierce,  a  native  of  Oakland,  Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr.  Esmond  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has  served  acceptably  as  treas- 
urer of  the  school  board  and  as  pathmaster.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Forty-third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
with  the  colors  for  nine  months,  or  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  participating 
in  the  battles  of  Johnsonville  and  Clarksville.  He  has  alw^ays  manifested  a 
commendable  interest  in  the  general  welfare  and  has  been  willing  to  subordi- 
nate his  personal  interests  to  the  public  good. 


HENRY  HILKER. 


Henry  Hilker,  engaged  in  the  wholesale  candy  business  in  Racine,  now 
having  a  large  jobbing  trade,  was  born  November  14,  1871.  in  the  city  in  which 
he  still  resides,  a  son  of  Adolph  and  Caroline  (Broeker)  Hilker,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Germany,  living  in  the  kingdom  of  Hanover.  They 
came  to  the  United  States  about  1866  and  established  their  home  in  Racine, 
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where  the  father,  who  was  a  brick  maker,  continued  in  business  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  the  year  1900.    His  widow  now  makes  her  home  in  Racine. 

The  family  residence  was  maintained  in  Racine  and  Henry  Hilker  had  the 
advantage  of  attending  the  city  schools.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale candy  business  since  1912  in  partnership 'with  his  brother  Edward,  and 
in  the  intervening  period  success  in  substantial  measure  has  crowned  their 
eflforts.  They  are  wholesale  jobbers  and  have  built  up  a  trade  of  gratifying 
proportions.  They  became  the  successors  in  this  business  to  W.  W.  Scott  and 
their  experience  and  enterprise  have  enabled  them  to  establish  a  trade  of  large 
proportions. 

Edward  Hilker  is  a  member  of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  somewhat  prominent  in  local  political  circles,  serv- 
ing now  as  alderman  from  the  eighth  ward.  He  was  married  in  1899  to  Miss 
Anna  Diechler,  and  they  have  one  child,  Grace  Caroline. 

In  his  political  views  Henry  Hilker  is  an  earnest  republican,  keeping  well 
informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  but  never  seeking  or  desiring 
public  ofBce.  He  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  are  connected  with  the 
Evangelical  Association.  The  family  has  been  represented  in  this  county  for 
almost  half  a  century  and  the  name  has  ever  been  a  synonym  for  enterprise 
and  reliability  in  business  affairs. 


JOHN  G.  OSBORNE. 


John  G.  Osborne,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Lakeside  Alalleable  Cast- 
ing's Company,  of  Racine,  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  October  2.  1878,  a  son  of 
\V.  H.  and  Ada  (Goodrich)  Osborne,  of  Milwaukee,  where  the  father  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Wisconsin  Malleable  Iron  Company.  He  was  a  son  of  W.  H.  Os- 
borne, who  removed  to  southern  Michigan  about  the  year  1840.  The  maternal 
^grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  R.  Goodrich,  who  established  his  home  in 
Milwaukee  in  1850. 

John  G.  Osborne  attended  the  Milwaukee  Academy  and  afterward  entered 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1900  with  the 
Bachelor  of  Lettei's  degree.  During  his  university  course  he  specialized  in 
chemistry  and  his  training  in  that  direction  was  a  step  toward  his  present 
success.  His  practical  business  experience  came  to  him  through  three  years 
connection  with  the  Wisconsin  Malleable  Iron  Company,  of  Milwaukee,  and 
in  1903  he  came  to  Racine  aiding  in  the  organization  of  the  Lakeside  Malleable 
Castings  Company,  of  which  William  Horlick  became  the  president;  W.  H. 
Osborne,  vice  president;  and  John  G.  Osborrie,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
plant  is  located  at  Lakeside,  Mount  Pleasant,  on  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
railway.  It  covers  five  acres  and  the  buildings  are  all  modern  in  construction 
and  equipment.  They  make  malleable  castings  of  all  kinds  and  seventy-five 
per  cent  of  the  product  is  sold  out  of  Racine,  being  shipped  to  manufacturers 
exclusively.  Something  of  the  extent  and  volume  of  their  trade  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  they  now  employ  three  hundred  people,  fifty  per  cent  of  whom 
are  skilled  workmen.     The  present  officers  of  the  company  are  John  G.  Os- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


234  HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY 

borne,  president  and  treasurer ;  Robert  P.  Freeman,  of  Milwaukee,  vice  presi- 
dent; and  William  P.  Marr,  secretary.  In  the  thirteen  years  of  its  existence 
the  business  has  steadily  developed  and  it  is  today  .one  of  the  concerns  which 
add  to  Racine's  reputation  as  a  great  manufacturing  center. 

In  1911  John  G.  Osborne  was  united  in  marriage  to  Winifred  Smith,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  H.  and  Anna  D.  Smith,  of  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wisconsin.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  are  Jane,  John  G.,  Jr.,  Ann,  Margaret  and  Marietta. 
The  family  are  members  of  St.  John's  Cathedral,  of  Milwaukee,  the  family 
home  being  maintained  in  that  city.  Mr.  Osborne  is  a  republican  in  his  political 
views  and  he  belongs  to  the  University  Club  of  Milwaukee.  His  early  business 
training  well  qualified  him  for  the  life  of  activity  in  which  he  is  now  engaged. 
He  is  familiar  with  every  phase  of  the  business  and  readily  discriminates  be- 
tween the  essential  and  non-essential  so  that  in  the  control  of  his  interests  he 
has  so  managed  affairs  that  substantial  results  have  accrued. 


C.  W.  SMITH. 


C.  W.  Smith,  a  most  enterprising  lumber  merchant  of  Racine,  putting  forth 
every  effort  to  promote  the  growth  of  his  business  along  legitimate  lines,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Somers,  Kenosha  county,  February  15,  1847,  his  parents 
being  Charles  and  Anna  (Reid)  Smith,  who  were  natives  of  Scotland.  The 
father  came  to  the  United  States  in  1835  and  established  his  home  in  the  town 
of  Somers,  there  remaining  until  he  had  prepared  a  home.  He  then  returned 
to  Scotland  and  about  seven  years  later  came  again  to  the  new  world,  accom- 
panied by  his  bride.  The  Indians  still  lived  in  this  section  of  the  state  at  the 
time  of  his  arrival  and  the  seeds  of  civilization  had  scarcely  been  planted. 
He  developed  a  farm  from  the  raw  land  and  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  for  many  years,  becoming  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  this 
part  of  the  state.  All  who  knew  him  respected  him  and  his  worth  was  widely 
acknowledged.  He  died  about  twenty  years  ago,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1856,  when  their  son,  C.  W.  Smith,  was  but  nine  years  of  age.  Both  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  town  of  Somers.  They  had  a  family  of  three  children, 
namely :  Anna  R.,  who  resides  at  No.  1547  College  avenue  in  Racine ;  C.  W.,  of 
this  review,  and  James  R,  who  died  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  twenty  years  ago. 

Reared  in  the  town  of  Somers,  C.  W.  Smith  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  when  in  response  to  the  country's  call  for 
troops  he  enlisted  in  January,  1864,  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Thirty-third 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  to  serve  for  three  years.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
in  the  fall  of  1865  after  having  participated  in  many  hotly  contested  engage- 
ments. At  the  battle  of  Spanish  Fort  he  had  his  gun  shot  out  of  his  hand. 
He  was  first  under  fire  at  the  battle  of  Fort  De  Russey  on  Red  river,  also 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  various  other  engagements  of  lesser 
importance.  He  never  faltered  in  the  performance  of  duty,  whether  called  to 
the  firing  line  or  stationed  on  the  lonely  picket  line,  and  his  patriotic  loyalty 
to  his  government  made  his  military  record  a  most  creditable  one. 
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When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  his  home  in  Kenosha  county 
and  for  two  years  was  a  student  in  the  Racine  Commercial  College.  He  then 
secured  a  position  with  the  lumber  firm  of  Murray,  Slauson  &  Company,  con- 
tinuing with  that  house  for  nineteen  years.  For  a  half  century  he.  has  made 
his  home  in  Racine  and  is  one  of  its  most  respected  and  worthy  residentg.  He 
acquainted  himself  with  every  phase  of  the  lumber  business  while  in  the  employ 
of  the  above  mentioned  firm  and  during  that  period  he  carefully  saved  his 
earnings  xintil  his  capital  was  suflScient  to  enable  him  to  engage  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  then  organized  the  West  Shore  Lumber  Company  in 
association  with  W.  H.  Bradley  of  Milwaukee,  who  became  its  first  president. 
In  turn  the  office  was  filled  by  0.  P.  Pillsbury,  D.  M.  Benjamin  and  M.  J. 
Smiley,  and  about  seven  or  eight  years  ago  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  codipany  and  has  since  continued  in  the  office.  In  the  meantime  he 
acquired  more  of  the  stock  as  opportunity  for  purchase  occurred  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  the  entire  stock  of  the  company.  This  is  the  oldest  business  of  the 
kind  in  Jlacine,  the  West  Shore  Lumber  Company  handling  lumber,  lath, 
shingles  and  posts.  Mr.  Smith  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  trade  in  every 
department  and  something  of  his  enterprise  and  attractive  methods  is  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  he  brought  forth  the  attractive  advertisements  under  the  head- 
ing of  the  West  Shore  Lumber  Company,  947  Erie  street,  Racine.  They  read 
as  follows : 

**When  looking  for  lumber,  posts,  shingles  or  lath, 
Don't  deviate  far  from  the  straight  narrow  path. 
You  will  find  the  West  Shore  has  millions  of  feet, 
If  you  only  walk  over  to  North  Erie  street. 

You  will  find  there  the  lumber  maligned  and  abused 
Exactly  the  same  ks  your  grandfather  used. 
The  joists  and  the  scantling  are  all  cut  full  size, 
And  their  clear  white  pine  siding  would  open  your  eyes. 

They  can  furnish  your  finish  in  cypress  or  pinfe. 

The  wood  that's  eternal  and  wholly  divine. 

Their  red  cedar  shingles  devoid  of  all  bark, 

They're  the  same  that  old  Noah  used  shingling  the  ark. 

The  cedars  of  Lebanon  we  have  been  told. 
Formed  part  of  King  Solomon's  temple  of  gold. 
With  all  of  their  splendor,  they  could  not  outshine 
The  wood  that  we  worship,  Wisconsin  white  pine. 

The  party  asserting  there  was  no  more  white  pine 
Was  a  base  falsifier  from  well  over  the  line. 
Who  was  anxious  to  boost  some  rank  foreign  wood. 
Representing  that  his  was  equally  good. 

Be  ye  not  deceived,  there  is  one  thing  that's  true. 
White  pine's  the  best  timber  the  woods  ever  grew. 
There's  no  lumberman  but  would  tell  you  the  same, 
That  ever  cruised  timber,  or  sat  in  the  game. 
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Do  you  look  for  an  estimate?    Find  Smith  with  his  pad 
And  pencil  all  ready  the  columns  to  add. 
He  will  ^ive  you  the  figures,  and  do  it  in  rhyme 
And  it  don't  take  ten  minutes  of  anyone's  time. 

At  the  desk  you  will  find  our  Teutonic  cashier. 

Who  handles  the  funds  that  accumulate  here. 

His  favorite  pipe  has  a  chocolate  bowl, 

And  he  greets  all  his  friends  with  a  merry  *Yaw  Wohl.' 

Get  out  your  machine,  and  give  it  a  crank, 

You  will  find  the  two  Louies,  Christ  Ove  and  Frank 

At  nine  forty-seven  on  North  Erie  street, 

And  they'll  furnish  you  lumber,  Sands  says  can't  be  beat. 

A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient,  they  say, 

So  harness  your  horses  and  get  under  way, 

You  are  bound  to  rest  easy,  be  times  ever,  so  hard. 

If  you  purchase  your  lumber  at  West  Shore  Lumber  yard." 


*  Are  you  going  to  build  ?    Please  let  us  suggest. 
(jo  purchase  your  lumber  where  they  handle  the  best. 
Don't  stay  in  the  background,  get  into  the  line. 
And  see  that  your  lumber  is  strictly  White  Pine. 

There  is  no  wood  its  equal  for  building  today, 
*Tis  the  wood  everlasting,  and  knows  no  decay. 
They  may  eulogize  Cypress,  the  wood  that's  divine. 
But  there's  nothing  that  equals  our  Native  White  Pine. 

The  trees  high  and  lofty  that  grow  in  the  woods, 
All  furnish  their  quota  of  excellent  goods. 
But  the  mighty,  and  lowly,  all  bow  at  the  shrine 
Of  the  King  of  the  Forest,  Wisconsin  White  Pine. 

We  have  seen  White  Pine  Siding  a  hundred  years  old 
In  better  condition  than  the  day  it  was  sold. 
It  seems  to  improve  in  a  measure  with  age. 
Like  the  wisdom  instilled  in  the  dome  of  the  sage. 

West  Shore  is  the  place  where  they  handle  these  goods 
And  other  material  that  comes  from  the  woods. 
To  convince  you  that  such  is  the  case,  we  entreat 
You  to  call  at  our  office  on  North  Erie  Street. 

At  Nine  Forty-One  you  will  find  us  on  hand 

To  furnish  you  lumber,  the  best  in  the  land. 

But  you  will  miss  nothing  and  save  much  of  your  dough 

By  placing  your  order  with  West  Shore  Lumber  Co. 

When  you  want  gilt-edge  lumber,  go  to  the  West  Shore, 
They  can  show  you  a  stock  of  a  million  or  more. 
If  you  purchase  of  them,  you  will  never  regret. 
For  their  lumber's  the  Best.    Now  don't  you  forget. 
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Their  lumber  and  lath  are  the  finest  that's  made, 
Their  shingles  excel,  too,  in  pleasing  the  trade. 
In  placing  your  order,  you  are  taking  no  chance, 
Get  a  good  lively  move  on  before  the  advance. 

Go- to  it.'' 

I 

In  addition  to  being  at  the  head  of  the  oldest  lumber  business  of  Racine, 

Mr.  Smith  also  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Kenosha  county, 

constituting  the  farm  upon  which  he  was  born  and  which  is  situated  eight  miles 

south  of  Racine,  besides  various  other  properties  that  are  scattered  about 

Racine  and  its  environs. 

When  twenty-two  years  of  age  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
^lary  C.  Halenbake  and  they  have  a  son,  Fred  W.,  who  was  born  in  Racine  and 
is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  here.  In  1896  he  went  to  Denver,  Colorado, 
where  he  was  employed  in  connection  with  the  lumber  industry  for  nineteen 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Racine  and  is  now  identified  with  the  West  Shore 
Lumber  Company  as  secretary.  In  1906  he  married  Miss  Pearl  Brame  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  two  children,  Vance  Reid  and  Cornelia  Rose. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  attend  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  the  faith  of  which 
they  were  reared.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and 
fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Elks.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Heyer  Whist  Club  and  he  greatly  enjoys  the  game.  He  is  also 
identified  with  the  Grand  Army  post  and  thus  maintains  pleasant  relations 
with  the  boys  in  blue  with  whom  he  marched  on  southern  battlefields.  The 
same  spirit  of  loyalty  has  characterized  him  at  every  point  in  his  career,  mak- 
ing him  a  valued  citizen  of  the  community,  and  at  the  same  time  he  has  gained 
a  most  creditable  place  in  business  circles. 


JAMES  MURPHY. 


James  Murphy  is  now  living  retired  in  Racine  but  for  many  years  actively 
engaged  in  business  as  a  hardware  merchant.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  resident 
of  the  city  in  which  he  makes  his  home.  His  birth  having  here  occurred  Sep- 
tember 1,  1852.  His  parents  were  John  and  Mary  S.  (Atkey)  Murphy,  the 
former  a  native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  while  the  latter  was  bom  on  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  They  were  married  in  Rome,  Italy,  and  the  mother,  who  had 
formerly  been  an  Episcopalian,  became  a  convert  to  the  Catholic  faith  in  Rome. 
In  1848  they  arrived  in  Racine  and  Mr.  Murphy  established  a  transfer  cartage 
bu.siness.  continuing  to  engage  in  draying  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug- 
ust 16,  1877,  when  he  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  He  had  been  one  of  the 
original  stockholders  of  the  Manufacturers  Bank  and  in  business  affairs  was 
very  successful.  His  wndow  survived  him  for  many  years,  passing  away  July 
28.  1908,  at  the  notable  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

.  James  Murphy  obtained  his  education  in  public  and  parochial  schools  and 
in  his  youth  learned  the  tinsmith's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  he  embarked 
in  the  hardware  business  thirty-two  years  ago.  For  an  extended  period  he 
was  active  in  that  connection,  building  up  a  business  of  large  and  gratifying 
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proportions,  but  in  1913  he  put  aside  the  cares  of  commercial  life  and  has  since 
lived  retired,. enjoying  a  rest  which  he  has  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves. 
He  has  important  invested  interests  and  is -now  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Manufacturers  Bank. 

In  1883  Mr.  Murphy  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Celia  Hoye,  a  native 
of  Kenosha,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children :  Agnes,  the 
wife  of  Myron  I.  McAvoy,  of  Racine ;  James,  who  is  connected  with  the  city 
engineering  department  of  Racine;  John  H.,  a  sheet  metal  manufacturer; 
Celia,  the  wife  of  Dr.  John  H.  Hogan,  of  Racine ;  Belle  and  Raymond,  at  home ; 
and  Jerome  E.,  who  is  associated  with  his  brother,  John,  in  the  sheet  metal 
business. 

The  family  are  all  communicants  of  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  church  and  Mr. 
Murphy  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  has  passed  through 
all  the  chairs  of  the  local  organization  and  has  been  grand  knight.  While  in 
business  he  was  president  of  the  State  Hardware  Dealers'  Association,  a  fact 
which  indicated  his  prominence  in  trade  circles.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  life- 
long democrat,  always  giving  unfaltering  allegiance  to  the  party.  For  ten  and 
a  half  years  he  served  on  the  school  board  of  Racine  and  during  part  of  that 
time  was  its  president.  Having  always  lived  in  this  city,'^e  is  well  known, 
his  business  affairs,  his  public  activity  and  his  socal  qualities  firmly  establish- 
ing him  in  a  position  among  the  foremost  residents  of  the  county. 


W.  J.  JANDL. 


W.  J.  Jandl.  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Racine,  was  bom  in 
Bohemia  September  7,  1864,  a  son  of  Hynek  and  Magdeline  (Korab)  Jandl. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  who  also  l)ore  the  name  of  Hynek  Jandl,  was  bom 
in  1797,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  some  of  the  European  wars.  Both  the  par- 
ents of  W.  J.  Jandl  are  now  deceased. 

It  was  in  the  year  1881  that  W.  J.  Jandl  came  to  Racine,  being  then  a 
youth  of  seventeen  years.  His  financial  condition  was  such  as  to  render 
employment  an  immediate  necessity  and  he  began  work  with  the  M.  M.  Secor 
Trunk  Company,  in  which  connection  he  learned  the  business  of  manufacturing 
trunks.  He  followed  the  trade  for  ten  years  and  on  the  expiration  of  that 
period  became  agent  for  the  Atlas  Brewing  Company  of  Chicago,  which  he 
represented  for  eleven  years  save  for  the  year  1899  which  he  spent  in  Europe 
upon  a  visit.  In  February,  1904,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate 
business,  opening  an  office  at  No.  1656  Douglas  avenue,  where  he  has  since 
conducted  a  general  real  estate  and  insurance  business.  He  has  gained  a  good 
clientage  in  both  departments  and  has  negotiated  many  important  property 
transfers  which  have  added  to  the  business  activity  of  the  community.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  American  Trades  and  Savings  Bank  of  Racine. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1888,  Mr.  Jandl  was  married  to  Miss  Frances 
Jansa,  who  was  born  in  Bohemia  and  ii;^  her  girlhood  came  to  the  United 
States.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are  five  in  number:  Bessie,  who  is 
assistant  register  of  deeds  in  Racine:  Charles  0.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
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State  University  of  Wisconsin  and  is  now  an  instructor  with  the  Telluride  Asso- 
ciation in  the  west ;  Otto,  who  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  Racine  and 
spent  one  year  in  the  State  University,  while  at  the  present  time  he  is  in 
business  with  his  father;  Libbie,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  School  of 
Music  and  teaches  music,  and  Vlasta  June,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Northwestern 
University. 

Mr.  Jandl  is  a  member  of  the  Slavic  C.  S.  B.  S.  He  also  belongs  to  Narodin 
Jednota,  which  was  organized  in  1861,  and  in  both  he  is  active,  while  in  both 
he  has  served  as  a  trustee.  He  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Tel.  Jed.  Sokol 
Mladocech,  which  is  a  non-sectarian  organization  for  the  benefit  of  the  young 
and  is  similar  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  It  has  about  seven 
thousand  members  in  the  United  States  and  more  than  one  hundred  an  Racine. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  in  1898  he  served 
as  supervisor  from  the  fourth  ward.  A  resident  of  the  new  world  from  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources  throughout 
the  entire  period,  he  has  made  an  excellent  record  as  an  enterprising  business 
man  and  is  now  the  possessor  of  a  substantial  competency. 


HARVEY  WHITLEY. 


Harvey  Whitley,  a  well  known  farmer  owning  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
Yorkville  township,  was  born  in  Brighton  township,  Kenosha  county,  on  the 
19th  of  June,  1869,  of  the  marriage  of  Thomas  and  Mary  A.  (Leach)  Whitley. 
The  former,  born  in  Bingloy,  Yorkshire,  England,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1821, 
came  to  the  United  States  when  twenty-two  years  old  and  located  in  Kenosha 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  became  identified  with  agricultural  interests.  He 
was  married  in  1861  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Leach,  who  was  bom  in  Keighley, 
Yorkshire,  and  by  whom  ho  had  five  children:  Joseph  E.,  bom  December  7, 
1861;  Sarah  A.,  bom  December  29,  1862;  Mary  J.,  born  January  19,  1866; 
Thomas  W.,  born  August  22,  1867 ;  and  Harvey. 

The  last  named  supplemented  his  common  school  education  by  attending 
the  Oshkosh  Normal  School  and  as  a  boy  and  youth  also  became  thoroughly 
familiar  with  practical  methods  of  farming,  through  helping  his  father.  He 
has  continued  to  follow  the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared  and  has  ac- 
cumulated more  than  a  competence.  He  resided  in  Brighton  township,  Ke- 
nosha county,  to  1900.  when  he  came  to  Yorkville  township,  Racine  county, 
where  he  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well  improved  land.  His  resi- 
dence is  modem  and  attractive,  the  bams  and  outbuildings  are  substantial 
and  he  also  has  a  large  silo.  He  raises  both  grain  and  stock,  also  engages  in 
dairying  and  his  annual  income  in  a  gratifying  one. 

Mr.  Whitley  was  married  on  the  14th  of  March,  1900,  to  Miss  Sarah  Stew- 
art, who  was  bom  in  Canada  on  the  25th  of  August,  1872,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Margaret  (Mutter)  Stewart,  also  natives  of  the  Dominion. 
In  1874  the  fahiily  came  to  Racine  county  where  the  father  acquired  title  to 
two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  land.  He  was  recognized  as  a  successful 
farmer  and  public-spirited  citizen  and  his  death  was  the  occasion  of  much 
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sincere  regret.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitley  have  been  born  three/ children : 
Lula  M.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  14th  of  April,  1902 ;  Roy  ^K,  born  No- 
vember 7,  1904;  and  Everett  R.,  born  January  17,  1906. 

Mr.  Whitley  refuses  to  follow  the  dictates  of  party  leaders, » Voting  for  the 
man  whom  he  deems  best  fitted  for  the  office  in  questiiwi^  without  regard  to 
his  political  allegiance.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board  forffoUrteen  years, 
his  continuance  in  that  position  indicating  his  ability  and  e^^ns^ientiousness  as 
an  official.  He  has  been  a  life-long  resident  of  this  section^  tif  the  state  and 
has  thoroughly  identified  his  interests  with  those  of  this  community,  being  at 
all  times  willing  to  aid  in  advancing  the  general  welfare  in  any  way  possible. 


EDMUND  B.  FUNSTON. 

I'Mmund  B.  Funston,  organizer  and  president  of  Edmund  B.  Funston  Com- 
pany Architects  of  Racine,  has  been  identified  in  large  and  important  meas- 
ure with  the  improvement  of  the  city  along  building  lines,  for  on  all  sides 
are  seen  monuments  to  his  handiwork.  He  was  born  in  Champaign  county, 
Illinois,  May  19,  1868,  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Elizabeth  E.  (Bailey)  Funston, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to  Illinois  in  early 
life.  The  father  there  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  have  now  passed  away. 

Edmund  B.  Funston  supplemented  his  district  school  education  by  a  year's 
study  in  the  high  school  art  Mahomet,  Illinois,  and  five  years  in  the  University 
of  Illinois,  in  which  he  pursued  a  course  in  architecture  and  was  graduated 
with  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  with  the  class  of  1892.  Afterwards  he 
taught  in  a  manual  training  school  in  Colorado  for  two  years  and  later  was 
engaged  in  architectural  work  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  Atlanta,  Geor- 
gia, for  one  year.  Subsequently  he  was  employed  as  superintendent  of  con- 
struction by  Jos.  C.  Llewellyn,  architect,  of  Chicago,  with  whom  he  contin- 
ued for  five  years,  having  charge  of  much  work  done  over  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Michigan,  including  the  erection  of  five  buildings  of  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois. He  a^lso  superintended  the  rebuilding  of  the  Plant  for  the  Advance 
Threshing  Machine  Company  of  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  and  various  other 
large  undertakings. 

In  1903  Mr.  Funston  came  to  Racine  and  was  associated  with  A.  Arthur 
Guilbert  as  a  partner  from  1905  until  1915.  The  firm  of  Guilbert  &  Funston, 
Architects,  erected  many  fine  buildings,  among  which  were  the  Welsh  Presby- 
terian church,  the  First  Methodist  church,  the  Grange  Avenue  Methodist 
church,  the  office  building  for  the  Mitchell-Lewis  Motor  Company,  the  First 
National  Bank  building,  the  Commercial  &  Savings  Bank  building,  the  N.  D. 
Fratt  school,  the  Elks  club  house,  the  Racine  Country  Club  and  Fire  engine 
houses  Nos.  1  and  2.  They  also  erected  many  other  public  buildings  and  fine 
residences.  In  1915  they  dissolved  partnership  and  Mr.  Funston  organized 
the  firm  of  Edmund  B.  Funston  Company,  architects,  of  Racine,  since  which 
time  he  has  carried  on  business  in  this  connection.  In  1915-16  he  erected  the 
Badger  office  building,  a  four-story  structure.    He  also  erected  the  manufac- 
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turing  plant  of  the  Hamilton  Beach  Manufacturing  Company,  has  remodeled 
the  Masonic  temple  and  has  put  up  various  other  important  buildings,  includ- 
ing the  pflSce  building  of  David  B.  James  &  Company.  He  is  also  accorded 
many  important  contracts  outside  of  the  city  and  he  keeps  a  number  of  as- 
sistants. His  business  is  mell  managed,  all  his  commissions  are  most  carefully 
executed  and  ho  ranks  t;oday  as  one  of  the  prominent  architects  of  southern 
Wisconsin,  his  broad  study  and  practical  experience  gaining  him  comprehen- 
sive knowledge  of  all  the  scientific  phases  of  the  business  as  well  as  of  the 
actual  work  of  designing  and  construction.  With  his  brother  Jesse  G.  Funs- 
ton,  he  organized  the  Funston  Long  Distance  Telephone  Company  and  con- 
structed a  telephone  toll  line  from  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  extending  east  through- 
out the  state.^  Later  they  acquired  the  control  of  the  Missouri  River  Telephone 
Company  and  the  Dakota  Telephone  &  Electric  Company,  both  owning  and 
operating  telephone  systems  in  South  Dakota,  and  Mr.  Funston  became  presi- 
dent of  all  these  concerns,  so  continuing  for  a  number  of.  years  during  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  Racine.  He  thus  gave  proof  of  his  capability  to 
direct  and  control  extensive  and  important  interests.  His  business  plans  are 
always  carefully  thought  out  and  promptly  executed  and  he  has  the  energy 
and  determination  which  enables  him  to  carry  them  forward  to  successful  com- 
pletion. 

On  the  23d  of  August,  1905,  Mr.  Funston  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  M. 
Kephart,  of  Ravenswood,  a  suburb  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  one  child,  Jea- 
nette,  bom  November  27,  1915.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  First  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  Mr.  Funston  votes  independently  yet  is  never 
neglectful  of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  bending  the  weight  of  his  moral  influ- 
ence for  the  advancement  of  many  plans  and  measures  for  the  general  good. 
His  worth  is  widely  acknowledged  by  many  friends  and  his  professional  ability 
by  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries. 


ANDREW  MATSON. 


Andrew  Matson,  who  is  engaged  in  the  fuel,  storage  and  moving  business 
in  Racine,  was  born  in  Denmark,  May  21,  1872,  his  parents  being  Peter  and 
Ann  (Skriver)  Matson,  also  natives  of  Denmark.  In  the  year  1901  the  father 
came  to  the  United  States,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death  about  seven 
years  ago. 

Andrew  Matson  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Denmark  and  there 
learned  the  creamery  business,  at  which  he  Avorked  until  eighteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land  and  sailed  for  the  new 
world,  having  determined  to  try  his  fortune  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He 
first  located  in  Menominee,  Michigan,  but  a  year  later  came  to  Racine,  where 
he  has  now  resided  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Eleven  years  ago  he 
organized  the  fuel,  storage  and  moving  business  which  he  has  since  carried 
on  and  a  liberal  patronage  has  been  accorded  hifn  through  the  greater  part  of 
this  period,  making  his  undertaking  a  profitable  one. 

Twenty-one  years  ago  Mr.  Matson  was  married  to  Miss  Antoinette  Ras- 
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musseii  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children :  Alice,  the  wife  of 
Walter  Kochin,  of  Racine;  and  Lillian,  Enga,  Wrighty,  Ruth  and  Leslie,  aU 
at  home. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Church  of  God  and  Mr.  Matson  belongs  to 
the  Commercial  Club.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  prohibitionist,  sup- 
porting the  cause  of  temperance,  for  he  regards  the  use  of  intoxicants  as  one 
of  the  great  evils  of  the  country.  In  a  word,  his  standards  of  life  are  high  and 
he  puts  forth  every  eflfort  to  live  up  to  them  and  to  inculcate  them  among  his 
fellowmen. 


CHARLES  B.  McCANNA. 

Dairying  and  the  industries  which  are  allied  thereto  have  ever  constituted 
an  important  source  of  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  Racine  county,  and  among 
the  most  enterprising  and  progressive  business  men  of  the  district  are  those 
who  have  turned  to  that  line  of  labor  as  a  source  of  their  business  development. 
One  of  the  well  known,  successful  and  highly  respected  representatives  of  the 
business  in  Racine  county  was  Charles  B.  McCanna,  who  became  an  influential 
citizen  of  Burlington  and  one  whose  activities  constituted  not  only  a  source 
of  individual  success  but  also  constituted  one  of  the  strong  elements  in  the 
advancement  of  public  prosperity. 

His  life  record  covered  the  period  from  April  21,  1851,  until  December  11. 
1913.  He  was  bom  and  reared  upon  a  farm  in  Jefferson  county.  New  York, 
and,  after  mastering  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  district  schools, 
pursued  a  high  school  education  and  following  his  graduation  engaged  in 
teaching  through  five  or  six  winters.  The  occupation  to  w^hich  he  was  reared, 
however,  seemed  to  offer  better  opportunities  and  he  took  up  the  business  of 
dairying  and  cheese  making  in  Jefferson  county.  New  York,  conducting  a 
cheese  factory  for  two  years.  Attracted  by  the  opportunities  of  the  growing 
west,  he  cahne  to  Wisconsin  in  the  spring  of  1876  and  after  tAvo  months  si>ent 
in  Fond  du  Lae,  removed  to  Allen  Grove,  Walworth  county,  where  in  partner- 
ship with  T.  P.  Davis  he  purchased  and  operated  a  cheese  factor}\  After  two 
years  he  came  to  Racine  county,  settling  in  Rochester,  and  a  year  later  removed 
to  Springfield,  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  for  several  years.  In  1887  he  be- 
came identified  with  the  interests  of  Burlington  and  there  continued  until  his 
demise.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  built  and  operated  a  large  cheese  factory 
and  creamery,  doing  business  under  the  name  of  the  McCanna  Cheese  & 
Butter  Manufacturing  Company.  He  also  became  interested  in  a  number  of 
the  leading  factories  of  the  surrounding  country*.  In  1893  he  joined  R.  G. 
Eraser,  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  forming  the  McCanna  &  Fraser  Company, 
and  they  took  over  the  business  which  had  formerly  been  conducted  under 
the  style  of  C.  B.  McCanna  &  Company.  Their  interests  included  eighteen  or 
twenty  creameries  in  Burlington  and  the  surrounding  countrj%  which  they 
operated  very  successfully,  and  they  also  purchased  butter  from  several 
independent  creameries,  marketing  their  product  in  I^hiladelphia,  where  they 
maintained  a  large  store.     The  excellence  of  their  product  insured  a  ready 
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sale  and  the  business  grew  to  extensive  and  gratifying  proportions.  The 
utmost  care  was  exercised  as  to  the  high  quality  of  their  product,  and  the 
business  methods  of  the  house,  too,  were  such  as  conformed  to  the  highest 
commercial  standards. 

Mr.  McCanna's  partnership  in  that  company  constituted  but  one  phase  of 
his  business  activity,  however,  for  in  1898,  associated  with  R.  G.  Fraser  and 
others,  he  organized  the  Wisconsin  Condensed  Milk  Company,  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  the  northwest,  which  developed  a  business  of  very  exten- 
sive proportions  and  also  established  branch  factories  at  Pecatonica  and 
Grays  Lake,  Illinois,  their  business  constantly  developing  until  their  output 
ranged  from  twelve  to  fifteen  cars  of  condensed  milk  per  week.  Mr.  McCanna 
was  president*  of  both  the  McCanna  &  Fraser  Company  and  the  Wisconsin 
Condensed  Milk  Company,  with  his  son,  Charles  Roy,  as  secretary.  Some- 
thing of  the  volume  of  their  business  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  they  em- 
ployed from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  people. 
Not  only  did  they  have  the  original  plant  established  in  Burlington  but 
also  built  another  in  1901-2.  Mr.  McCanna  displayed  marked  executive  abil- 
ity in  controlling  his  interests  and  at  all  times  his  course  was  characterized 
by  an  indefatigable  energy  that  brought  splendid  results,  making  him  one 
of  the  foremost  business  men  of  his  section.  In  addition  to  his  interests  in 
connection  with  the  creamery  and  cheese  manufacturing  business  he  became 
the  president  of  the  Burlington  Land  &  Improvement  Association;  presi- 
dent of  the  Burlington  Brass  Works;  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Condensed 
Milk  Refrigerator  Car  Company;  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Farm- 
ers &  Merchants  Bank  at  Pecatonica,  Illinois,  and  served  as  president  until 
his  death;  and  likewise  served  as  president  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington 
from  October  1,  1906,  until  his  death.  He.  erected  the  beautiful  bank  building 
at  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Chestnut  streets,  a  building  that  is  a  great  credit 
to  Burlington  and  a  lasting  monument  to  his  memory.  All  of  these  institu- 
tions profited  by  his  co-operation,  sound  judgment  and  wise  management. 
He  was  much  interested  in  later  life  in  the  raising  and  breeding  of  pure-bred 
Holstein  cattle  and  hogs  and  was  the  owner  of  the  well  known  Edgewood 
Stock  Farm  at  Burlington. 

In  September,  1879,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  McCanna  and  Miss 
Pauline  Cheeseman,  a  native  of  this  county  and  a  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Eliza  (Johnson)  Cheeseman,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  in  Racine 
county  during  the  pioneer  period  in  its  development.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCanna 
had  but  one  child,  Charles  Roy,  who  became  the  active  and  valued  assistant 
of  his  father  in  business  and  is  now  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Condensed 
Milk  Company  and  also  president  of  the  McCanna  &  Fraser  Company. 

Mr.  McCanna  was  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  faith  and  to  the  church 
his  family  belong.  He  was  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  but 
politically  maintained  an  independent  course,  having  preferred  to  exercise 
his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  candidates  whom  he  regarded  as 
best  qualified  for  office.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Athletic  Club. 
He  never  sought  political  preferment  but  was  officially  connected  with  the 
schools  as  a  member  of  the  Burlington  board  of  education  and  was  active 
during  the  erection  of  the  Burlington  high  school.     He  served  as  the  first 
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president  of  the  board  of  the  County  Agricultural  School  at. Rochester,  was 
an  untiring  worker  in  securing  its  erection  in  this  part  of  the  county  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  until  his  death.  He  was  much 
interested  in  the  Burlington  Business  Men's  Association  and  especially  in 
the  younger  members  of  the  organization.  In  an  unostentatious  way  he  was 
a  most  liberal  giver  and  the  needy  never  appealed  to  him  in  vain.  His  fellow 
townsmen  spoke  of  him  in  terms  of  high  regard,  recognizing  his  ability  and 
enterprise  in  business,  his  fidelity  in  citizenship  and  his  loyalty  to  the  ties 
of  home  and  friendship.  Wherever  known  he  was  highly  esteemed  and 
most  of  all  where  he  was  best  known,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  Decem- 
ber 11,  1913,  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret.  Burlington 
could  ill  afford  to  lose  a  man  like  Mr.  McCanna.  He  was  foremost  in  all 
movements  that  tended  to  make  a  bigger  and  better  city  and  his  memory 
will  ever  be  cherished  by  all  who  knew  him. 


CLARENCE  SNYDER. 


Clarence  Snyder  was  the  founder  and  promoter  of  thS  Racine  Heel  Pro- 
tector Company,  of  which  he  is  secretary-treasurer.  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  native 
of  New  York,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Gorham,  Ontario  county,  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1853.  After  completing  his  education  in  the  Canandaigua 
Academy  of  that  state  he  removed  to  the  middle  west  in  1873,  when  a  young 
man  of  twenty  years,  and  has  since  been  identified  with  Racine  and  her  in- 
terests. Following  his  arrival  here  he  learned  the  printers'  trade  and  for  two 
winters  he  was  a  teacher  in  the  district  schools  of  Racine  and  Kenosha  coun- 
ties. In  1875  he  became  local  editor  of  the  Union,  published  at  Kenosha,  so 
continuing  until  the  death  of  its  owner,  Hon.  I.  W.  Webster.  He  spent  three 
months  in  reading  law  in  the  office  of  J.  V.  and  C.  Quarles  and  then  returned 
to  Racine,  at  which  time  he  became  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  Puller  &  Wins- 
low,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  the  following  year — 1877.  Soon  afterward  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  by  re-election  was  contin- 
ued in  that  position  for  several  terms,  during  which  period  his  decisions  were 
strictly  fair  and  impartial.  He  was  again  called  to  public  office  in  1886,  when 
he  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  of  Racine  under  President  Cleve- 
land and  thus  served  for  four  years.  In  1890  he  became  the  editor  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Daily  News  of  Ashland,  Wisconsin,  and  took  up  his  abode  in 
that  city.  The  following  year  he  received  appointment  to  the  board  of  con- 
trol of  state  charitable  and  penal  institutions  and  for  two  years  was  president 
of  that  board,  of  which  he  continued  to  be  a  member  until  1897. 

In  1898  Mr.  Snyder  returned  to  Racine,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
and  in  1899  he  became  local  agent  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York,  so  continuing  until  1907,  when  he  organized  the  Racine  Heel 
Protector  Company  for  the  manufacture  of  a  knit  product,  chemically  treated, 
to  be  attached  inside  of  the  shoe,  at  the  heel,  to  prevent  the  slipping  of  the 
shoe  and  wear  of  the  hosiery.  Mr.  Snyder  purchased  the  patent,  which  he 
turned  over  to  the  company,  of  which  P.  K.  Bull  is  the  president.    The  prod- 
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uct  is  sold  largely  to  jobbers  and  is  fast  becoming  generally  distributed,  fo" 
wherever  used  its  value  and  efficiency  are  at  once  proven.    It  conduces  to  com 
fort  by  making  all  shoes  to  which  it  is  attached  easier  to  wear,  absolutelj- 
prevents  blistered  heels  and  produces  a  notable  saving  in  hosiery,  being  alto  - 
gether  one  of  the  most  important  footwear  inventions  of  the  age. 


ELISHA  LEWIS. 


Elisha  Lewis,  who  has  a  beautiful  country  home  near  Kansasville  but  is 
now  largely  living,  retired  after  long,  active  and  successful  connection  with 
agricultural  interests  in  Racine  county,  was  bom  in  England,  June  14,  1846, 
a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Milard)  Lewis,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Gloucestershire,  England.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  1811,  died  in  1869, 
while  the  mother,  who  was  bom  in  1812,  passed  away  in  1897.  They  were 
married  in  England  about  1842  and  in  the  year  1850  became  early  residents 
of  Dover  township,  Racine  county.  The  work  of  development  had  been  begun 
there  but  had  been  carried  forward  to  only  a  limited  extent.  The  father  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  eighty  acres  and  later  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  place 
to  include  another  tract  of  sixty  acres,  thus  having  one  hundred  and  fort^ 
acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  began  farming  here  a  comparatively  poor 
man  but  as  the  years  went  by  prospered  in  his  undertakings  and  was  recog- 
nized, moreover,  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  valued  citizens  of  his  township 
because  of  his  loyalty  to  duty  and  his  well  spent  life.  He  and  his  wife  at- 
tended the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  he  gave  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  democratic  party.  In  their  family  were  five  children,  of  whom  three  are 
now  living :  William,  who  resides  on  a  farm  in  Waterf ord  township ;  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Smith ;  and  Elisha. 

The  last  named  was  but  four  years  of  age  when  the  parents  came  to  this 
county,  and  while  spending  his  youthful  days  on  the  old  homestead  he  ac- 
quired a  good  education  in  the  district  schools.  His  business  training  was 
received  under  his  father's  direction  and  thoroughly  acquainted  him  with 
every  phase  of  farm  life.  The  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared  he  deter- 
mined to  make  his  life  work  and  has  since  concentrated  his  energies  upon  agri* 
cultural  pursuits,  having  now  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  rich  and  valu- 
able land,  which  for  many  years  he  carefully,  persistently  and  profitably  cul- 
tivated. At  the  present  time,  however,  he  is  living  practically  retired,  leaving 
the  work  of  the  fields  to  others.  He  occupies  a  beautiful  country  residence, 
living  with  his  brother's  widow  and  her  child.  His  brother  was  George  F. 
Lerwis,  who  was  bom  in  1850  and  died  August  22,  1909.  In  1901  he  married 
Inez  Rowe,  a  daughter  of  William  Rowe,  who  was  bom  in  Rochester  township, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  a  son,  George  A.,  born  January  22,  1904. 
George  F.  Lewis  was  always  associated  in  business  with  his  brother  Elisha  and 
theirs  was  a  close  companionship  based  upon  many  kindred  interests  as  well 
as  upon  brotherly  ties.  George  F.  Lewis  held  membership  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  his  life  was  ever  an  upright  and  honorable 
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one,  commending  him  to  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all  who  knew  him. 
The  family  attend  the  Congregational  church. 

Elisha  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  exemplifies  in  hia 
life  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft.  Politically  he  is  connected  with  the 
democratic  party  and  for  a  number  of  years  served  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  supervisors,  in  which  connection  he  did  important  work  for  the  public  wel- 
fare. For  two-thirds  of  a  century  he  has  lived  in  this  county,  witnessing  its 
growth  and  development  and  taking  active  part  in  promoting  its  interests 
along  lines  which  have  been  of  marked  worth. 


ADELBERT  BEACH. 


Adelbert  Beach,  who  owns  the  family  homestead  in  Yorkville  township, 
has  resided  in  Racine  county  throughout  his  entire  life  or  for  almost  seventy 
years  and  during  that  time  has  seen  it  develop  from  a  frontier  district  into 
the  prosperous  and  populous  county  of  today.  He  was  bom  at  Ives  Grove  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Royal  and  Mary  (Culver)  Beach, 
both  natives  of  Massachusetts,  the  former  bom  in  1812  and  the  latter  on  the 
14th  of  September,  1825.  In  1845  they  were  married  in  Westfield,  Massachu- 
setts, and  in  June  of  that  year  came  to  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  locating  in 
Yorkville  township,  where  the  father  took  up  sixty-five  acres  of  government 
land.  Later  he  bought  additional  land  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  May  20,  1902,  held  title  to  two  hundred  acres.  His  success  was 
doubly  creditable  in  that  he  at  all  times  depended  upon  his  own  resources  for 
advancement.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  and  was  elected  to  a  number  of 
local  offices,  which  indicates  the  confidence  which  his  fellow  citizens  repose 
in  him.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a  number  of  years,  dying  on  the  11th  of 
April,  1915.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  Adelbert  Beach 
is  the  older.  The  daughter  is  deceased.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Norman 
Beach,  was  bom  in  Massachusetts  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years,  but  the  great-grandfather  was  bom  in  Liverpool,  England,  where  he 
followed  the  watchmaker's  trade  for  some  time.  Eventually,  however,  he 
<»ame  to  the  United  States  and  here  his  death  occurred.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Titus  Culver,  was  also  a  native  of  Massachusetts  but  removed  west- 
ward, locating  first  in  Wisconsin,  subsequently  in  Belvidere,  Illinois,  and  still 
later  in  Iowa,  whence  he  at  length  returned  to  Massachusetts  where  he  spent 
his  last  years.  He  devoted  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  father  par- 
ticipated in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Adelbert  Beach  attended  school  at  Ives  Grove  and  later  was  a  student  in  the 
high  school  at  Rochester  and  Racine.  For  nine  winters  he  followed  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching,  while  during  the  summers  he  concentrated  his  energies 
upon  farming.  Following  the  death  of  his  father  he  became  sole  owner  of  the 
home  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  buying  his  sister's  interest.  He  is  still  ac- 
tively engaged  in  farming,  although  many  men  of  his  years  would  prefer  to 
live  retired,  and  his  well  directed  labors  yield  him  a  good  income.    In  addi- 
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tion  to  raising  grain  and  stock  for  the  market  he  engages  in  dairying,  keeping 
about  twenty  milch  cows. 

Mr.  Beach  was  married  on  the  23d  of  March,  1870,  to  Miss  Martha  Lugg, 
a  daughter  of  Hannibal  Lugg,  a  native  of  England  and  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Racine  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  were  born  two  children :  Berenice,  the 
wife  of  Edward  Erickson,  who  is  employed  at  the  Case  factory ;  and  Aletta, 
the  wife  of  Abraham  Baker,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Racine.  The  wife  and 
mother  passed  away  on  the  19th  of  June,  1876,  and  on  the  2d  of  April,  1877, 
Mr.  Beach  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bauml,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylva- 
nia but  removed  to  Milwaukee  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bauml. 
Her  father  conducted  a  butcher  shop  in  the  latter  city  for  a  number  of  years 
but  later  sold  that  business  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
which  he  operated  for  a  considerable  period.  His  wife  died  upon  that  place, 
but  his  demise  occurred  in  San  Francisco.  To  Mr.  Beach's  second  marriage 
have  been  born  .five  children:  May,  the  wife  of  Will  Koenig,  who  is  employed 
as  a  motorman  by  the  Racine  Street  Railway  Company ;  Chester,  who  is  con- 
nected with  an  electric  company  in  Racine ;  Frank,  who  is  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  farm  work ;  Clara,  the  wife  of  Ed  Franke,  a  well  known  farmer 
of  Mount  Pleasant  township ;  and  Mary,  at  home. 

Mr.  Beach  is  a  democrat  in  politics  but  although  he  has  always  loyally  sup- 
ported the  candidates  of  that  party  he  has  never  sought  office  as  a  reward  for 
his  allegiance,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  private  inter- 
ests. He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  supports  all  movements 
seeking  the  moral  advancement  of  his  community.  He  is  recognized  as  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  public-spirited  citizen,  is  a  man  of  proven  integrity  and  his 
personal  friends  are  many. 


ADELBERT  H.  ALLEN. 


At  the  time  of  his  death  Adelbert  H.  Allen  was  proprietor  of  the  largest 
livery  business  in  Racine  and  his  very  substantial  measure  of  success  had  been 
won  entirely  through  his  own  efforts  and  ability.  A  native  of  the  Empire 
state,  he  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mexico,  Oswego  county,  March  22,  1850,  and 
was  of  English  and  Scotch  descent.  His  father,  Hiram  C.  Allen,  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  as  was  the  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lorinda  Olivia 
Erskine,  although  her  father,  John  Erskine,  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  Fol- 
lowing his  marriage  Mr.  Allen  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming  in  Oswego 
county.  New  York,  where  he  resided  for  a  number  of  years,  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in  his  younger  days  he  was  a  stage  driver 
of  Vermont,  following  the  route  between  Brattleboro  and  Wilmington.  In 
1853  he  sought  the  opportunities  offered  in  the  west  and  became  a  resident 
of  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  casting  in  his  lot  with  its  pioneer  settlers.  A 
short  distance  wefet  of  the  city  he  secured  land  and  began  the  development  of 
a  farm  whereon  he  reared  his  family  and  made  his  home  until  called  to  his 
final  rest  on  the  8th  of  December,  1879,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Mound 
cemetery.    His  widow  survived  him  for  several  years  and  passed  away  in  June, 
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1888.  Fraternally  he  was  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Pel- 
lows  and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

His  son,  Adelbert  H.  Allen,  acquired  a  common  school  education  and  made 
his  initial  step  in  the  business  world  in  connection  with  the  machinist's  tr^e, 
securing  a  position  in  the  shop  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company, 
in  which  he  was  employed  for  twenty-two  years,  working  his  way  steadily  up- 
ward during  that  connection.  He  resigned  his  position  in  1889  but  had  pre- 
viously embarked  in  his  present  business,  having  at  first  but  one  horse  which 
.he  bought  on  time,  his  capital  being  insufficient  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  the 
animal  all  at  once.  Gradually,  however,  he  developed  and  increased  his  busi- 
ness until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  equipped  livery  barns  in  this  part  of  Wisconsin  and  a  liberal  and  gratify- 
ing patronage  was  accorded  him. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  1873  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Allen  and 
Miss  Susie  Rumsam,  a  daughter  of  F.  W.  Rumsam.  They  continued  to  travel 
life's  journey  happily  together  until  separated  by  the  hand  of  death  on  the-9th 
of  November,  1915.  Mrs.  Allen,  with  the  assistance  of  her  son,  Clarence  R.,  has 
since  managed  the  business  along  the  same  lines  as  were  marked  out  by  her 
husband.  Five  children  were  born  to  that  worthy  couple :  Charles  A.,  Frank 
L.,  George  E.,  William  Hiram  and  Clarence  R.  The  last  named  was  born  in 
Racine,  November  13,  1894,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Racine  high  school 
with  the  class  of  1913.  The  following  year  he  was  married  to  Miss  Laura 
Brunson  and  they  have  many  warm  friends  in  the  city  where  they  reside.  Mr. 
Allen  is  also  widely  and  favorably  known  as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  social  as  well  as  his 
Tjusiness  qualities  endeared  Adelbert  H.  Allen  to  those  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  and  his  life  was  the  result  of  carefully  applied  industry,  honorable 
purpose  and  high  ideals. 


MISS  LILLIAN  WATTS. 

Miss  Lillian  Watts,  the  most  prominent  figure  in  musical  circles  in  Racine 
and  widely  known  in  this  connection  elsewhere,  is  identified  with  the  Wiscon- 
sin Conservatory  of  Music,  the  Marquette  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  is  also 
director  of  music  in  the  public  schools  of  Racine.  She  is  a  native  of  Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin,  and  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Eleanor  (Jones)  Watts,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Wales,  and  the  father  came  of  Scotch- Welsh  parentage. 
In  early  manhood  Ebenezer  Watts  came  to  the  United  States  and  in  1850  went 
to  California,  remaining  upon  the  Pacific  coast  for  five  years,  after  which  he 
returned  to  New  York.  He  was  married  there  to  Miss  Eleanor  Jones,  who  had 
come  to  the  now  world  in  1849,  and  following  their  marriage  they  came  to  Wis- 
consin, making  their  Avay  first,  to  Racine  and  thence  traveling  by  stage  to  Osh- 
kosh, where  the  father  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  continuing  active  along 
that  line  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1867.  His  widow  long  survived  him 
and  passed  away  in  1915,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  Oshkosh 
jcometery.     Mr.  Watts  was  a  most  public-spirited  man,  stanchly  supporting 
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many  measures  for  the  general  good.  He  also  possessed  marked  musical  talent 
and  became  quite  widely  known  as  a  composer. 

His  daughter,  Miss  Lillian  Watts,  was  reared  in  Oshkosh  and  was  accorded 
liberal  educational  opportunities.  She  completed  her  more  specifically  literary 
course  in  the  State  Normal  and  began  her  musical  education  there,  being  iden- 
tified with  the  First  Congregational  Church  choir  at  that  place.  She  after- 
ward attended  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music  in  Boston,  studying 
under  the  direction  of  George  L.  Osgood,  Signor  Rotoli  and  Louis  C.  Elson. 
She  afterward  continued  her  studies  with  Francis  Fischer  Powers  and  "Sav- 
age" and  for  a  time  was  a  musical  student  in  New  York  city.  She  specialized 
in  voice,  public  school  music  and  choir  conducting  and  became  identified  with 
the  Wisconsin  Conservatory  of  Music  in  1905.  She  also  entered  into  profes- 
sional connection  with  the  Marquette  Conservatory  of  Music  and  is  now  iden- 
tified with  both  institutions..  At  the  same  time  she  is  the  director  of  music 
in  the  public  schools  of  Racine,  in  which  connection  her  work  consists  in  out- 
lining and  supervising.  She  has  been  made  a  member  of  the  state  commit- 
tee to  institute  a  new  system  of  musical  training  in  the  schools. 

Miss  Watts  was  for  five  years  connected  with  the  Plymouth  church  in  Mil- 
waukee, for  five  years  with  the  First  Presbyterian  church  and  for  ten  years 
^with  the  First  Methodist  church  of  Racine  and  has  always  been  active  in  choir 
work  until  within  the  past  two  years.  Among  her  pupils  have  been  many  who 
have  entered  the  profession  and  have  won  exceptional  success.  Not  only  has 
she  thoroughly  mastered  the  technical  side  of  her  art  but  possesses  the  faculty 
of  interpretation,  which  lends  originality  and  brilliancy  to  her  work,  and  she 
also  has  wonderful  power  as  an  organizer,  being  thus  splendidly  qualified  to 
develop  the  musical  departments  of  different  educational  institutions.  She 
holds  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  has  a  very  wide  acquaint- 
ance among  Racine's  best  people. 


EDWARD  A.  BISHOP. 


Edward  A.  Bishop,  importer,  publisher  and  jobber  of  souvenir  post  cards 
and  dealer  in  display  stands  and  fixtures  at  Racine,  is  prominent  among  the 
energetic,  farsighted  and  successful  business  men  of  the  city,  where  he  has  de- 
veloped a  trade  of  very  substantial  proportions.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Soraers,  February  18,  1859,  a  son  of  Abram  T.  and  Mary  (Hulbert)  Bishop. 
The  father  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1835,  and  the  mother  was  born  the  same  year, 
of  Vermont  parentage.  Abram  T.  Bishop  is  a  brother  of  Isaac  T.  Bishop,  of 
Somers,  Wisconsin,  who  at  one  time  was  state  senator.  At  an  early  day  Abram 
T.  Bishop  arrived  in  Racine  county,  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  for  many 
years  engaged  in  farming  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Sutton,  Nebraska. 

Edward  A.  Bishop,  spending  his  youthful  days  upon  the  old  home  farm, 
pursued  his  early  education  in  the  country  schools  and  afterward  continued 
his  studies  in  Racine.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  and,  like  the  others  of  the  household,  was  early  trained 
to  the  duties  incident  to  the  development  of  the  farm.    He  turned  from  agri- 
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cultural  pursuits,  however,  to  a  more  congenial  field  and  has  made  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  world's  work.  He  became  the  organizer  and  was  the 
president  of  the  Arc  Printer  Company  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  a 
machine  for  art  printing  which  was  sold  all  over  the  world.  In  1898  he  estab- 
lished a  photographic  studio  at  his  home  on  College  avenue  and  later  took  up 
the  business  of  handling  souvenir  post  cards  as  an  importer,  publisher  and 
jobber.  He  engages  in  the  wholesale  publication  of  picture  cards,  booklets, 
photo  cards,  lithograph  post  cards  and  souvenir  cards  of  all  kinds  and  his 
business  extends  throughout  the  state. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1880,  Mr.  Bishop  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lura  De  Moulpied,  who  was  bom  September  7,  1859,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas 
De  Moulpied,  who  was  born  on  Guernsey  Island  in  1820  and  died  in  Bacine 
county  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Ann  (Hosmer) 
De  Moulpied,  was  bom  in  New  York  state  about  1826  and  died  iu  Bacine 
county  in  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop 
has  been  bom  a  son.  Burnett  Orvil,  born  June  24,  1884,  is  an  alumnus  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  where  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  June,  1908.  He  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  business  and  on  the 
2d  of  November,  1909,  he  married  Louise  M.  Stoflfel,  of  North  Edgewater, 
Chicago,  and  they  have  two  children,  Robert  Hulbert  Bishop,  born  December 
27, 1912,  and  Florence  Lura  Bishop,  born  May  17, 1916. 

Both  Mr.  Bishop  and  his  son  are  prominently  known  in  lodge  connections. 
He  belongs  to  Belle  City  Lodge,  No.  18,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  the  United  Commercial 
Travelers  of  America,  No.  337,  and  to  the  Commercial  Club.  His  son  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Bacine  Lodge,  No.  252,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  and  the  United  Commercial  Travel- 
ers. He  has  membership  in  the  Grange  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
while  Edward  A.  Bishop  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Bishop  is  a  republican,  support- 
ing the  party  where  national  issues  are  involved  but  casting  an  independent 
ballot  at  local  elections.  He  is  well  known  as  a  wide-awake,  energetic  busi- 
ness man  who  along  the  steps  of  an  orderly  progression  has  reached  a  credit- 
able position  in  commercial  circles  of  Bacine. 


HANS  P.  HANSEN. 


Hans  P.  Hansen,  who  carries  on  general  farming  in  Baymond  township, 
near  Franksville,  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  of  rich, 
arable  land,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands  one  of  the  beautiful  country  resi- 
dences of  Bacine  county.  Mr.  Hansen  may  well  be  proud  of  his  attractive 
home,  as  it  is  an  indication  of  his  intelligently  directed  energy  and  thrift.  He 
was  born  in  Denmark,  July  5,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Nels  and  Jennie  (Hansen) 
Hansen,  who  always  remained  residents  of  Denmark,  the  former  bom  in  1838 
and  the  latter  in  1835.  The  father  is  a  carpenter  and  is  still  working  at  his 
trade  although  now  seventy-six  years  of  age.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  bora 
five  children,  namely :  Laura,  the  wife  of  J.  Olsen,  a  farmer  residing  in  Den- 
mark ;  Christina,  living  in  the  same  country ;  Hans  P. ;  Sophia,  also  residing  in 
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Denmark,  and  Christ,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  now  also  the  owner  of  a  farm 
in  his  native  country. 

Hans  P.  Hansen  had  the  educational  advantages  offered  in  the  common 
schools  of  Denmark  and  remained  there  until  1891,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  family  and  sailed  for  the  new  world. 
Racine  county  was  his  destination  and  he  took  up  his  abode  near  North  Cape, 
where  he  secured  employment  as  a  farm  hand,  spending  three  years  at  work 
in  the  fields.  Within  that  period,  or  on  the  3rd  of  April,  1892,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sophia  Nelsen,  who  was  born  in  Denmark,  a  daughter  of 
Hans  Nelsen,  who  remained  a  lifelong  resident  of  that  country. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Hansen  began  farming  on  his  owji  account  and 
as  the  years  passed  prosperity  rewarded  his  efforts  so  that  he  is  now  most 
comfortably  situated  in  life,  having  a  very  desirable  farm  property  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  acres,  situated  in  Raymond  township.  His  work  is 
most  carefully  and  wisely  conducted  and  he  utilizes  the  most  progressive 
methods  in  carrying  on  the  further  development  of  the  farm.  He  is  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  dairying,  for  which  purpose  he  keeps  a  large  herd  of 
Holstein  cattle.  In  1912  he  built  the  finest  residence  in  Raymond  township. 
The  house  is  as  comfortable  and  attractive  as  it  is  commodious.  Water  has 
been  piped  all  over  the  house  and  there  is  every  modern  convenience,  in- 
dicative of  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Hansen  has  thus  provided  a  most  attractive  home  for  his  family,  which 
numbers  seven  children :  William,  who  assists  in  the  farm  work ;  Mabel,  who 
works  in  Racine  and  at  Browns  Lake;  Walter,  who  is  employed  in  South 
Dakota ;  Eddie,  at  home ;  Esther,  who  is  occupying  a  position  as  bookkeeper 
in  Racine;  Ruth,  who  is  employed  in  Dr.  Shoop's  office  in  Racine,  and  Ida,  at 
home. 

Politically  Mr.  Hansen  maintains  an  independent  course,  voting  for  men 
and  measures  rather  than  party.  He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church,  in  the 
faith  of  which  he  was  reared.  He  has  never  regretted  the  fact  that  in  early 
manhood  he  left  his  native  land,  seeking  his  fortune  in  America,  for  here  he 
has  found  the  opportunities  which  he  sought  and  in  their  utilization  has  worked 
his  way  steadily  upward,  becoming  one  of  the  substantial  and  prosperous 
citizens  of  his  adopted  county. 


WILLIAM  HUNTER. 


William  Hunter,  who  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Pranksville  and  is  now 
living  retired,  was  bom  in  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  September  15,  1829,  a  son 
of  James  and  Jane  (Hasty)  Hunter,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  land  of  hills 
and  heather.  At  an  early  day  in  the  development  of  Racine  county  they  estab- 
lished their  home  in  Yorkville  township,  becoming  pioneer  settlers  of  that 
region.  William  Hunter  is  the  only  survivor  of  their  family  of  eight  children. 
The  father  had  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he  carefully  and  successfully  culti- 
vated. His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  his  po- 
litical belief  was  in  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  republican  party. 
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In  early  life  William  Hunter  began  work  on  the  railroads  and  when  but 
eighteen  years  of  age  had  risen  to  the  position  of  foreman  in  connection  with 
the  Glasgow  &  Southwestern  Railroad  in  Scotland.  He  proved  his  ability  and 
fidelity,  which  qualities  won  him  advancement  from  time  to  time,  and  on  one 
occasion  he  came  within  a  single  vote  of  being  chosen  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  road.  He  was  but  twenty-four  years  of  age  when  he  bade  adieu  to 
friends  and  native  land  and  sailed  for  the  new  world,  becoming  a  resident  of 
Racine  county.  He  began  work  as  a  farm  hand  in  this  county  and  in  1862 
removed  to  Raymond  township.  He  made  arrangements  to  purchase  a  farm, 
although  he  had  no  capital  at  the  time.  He  horrowed  five  hundred  dollars 
from  a  man  whom  he  did  not  know,  but  his  honesty  impressed  itself  upon  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact  and  it  became  a  recognized  fact  throughout  the 
locality  that  his  word  was  as  good  as  any  bond  ever  solemnized  by  signature 
or  seal.  He  started  with  absolutely  nothing  but  in  the  course  of  time  became 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  divided  with  his  brother, 
and  he  still  retains  possession  of  the  eighty-acre  tract,  which  is  rich  and  val- 
uable and  returns  to  him  a  most  gratifying  annual  income.  When  the  farm 
came  into  his  possession,  however,  the  land  was  in  poor  condition  and  scarcely 
anything  could  be  raised'upon  it,  but  he  systematically  began  its  cultivation 
and  development  and  today  his  fields  produce  one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels 
of  corn  to  the  acre.  Not  only  was  Mr.  Hunter  successful  in  the  production  of 
crops  but  also  won  substantial  profit  in  the  raising  of  full  blooded  Durham 
cattle  and  his  stock  has  won  many  ribbons  at  the  fairs.  He  is  an  expert  judge 
of  stock  and  has  been  often  called  upon  to  act  in  that  capacity.  For  a  long 
period  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  but  is  now  living  retired, 
for  he  has  reached  the  age  of  eighty -seven  years.  His  restj  is.  certainly  de- 
served, as  it  is  the  fitting  crown  of  a  well  spent  life. 

In  1850  Mr.  Hunter  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Andica  Boyd,  who  was 
born  in  Scotland  and  died  in  1908.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children 
but  only  three  are  now  living:  James  and  William  Wallace,  both  upon  the 
home  farm ;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Adam  Hay,  a  drayman  of  Racine. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hunter  has  always  been  an  earnest  republican 
and  has  filled  the  offices  of  supervisor,  and  constable  and  township  treasurer. 
It  was  due  to  his  efforts  that  the  road  was  opened  between  Raymond  and 
Franksville.  His  life  has  ever  been  actuated  by  high  and  honorable  principles, 
for  he  has  long  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  in 
which  he  served  as  deacon  for  thirty  years.  He  has  come  to  the  evening  of 
life  respected  and  honored  by  all  who  know  him,  and  he  can  look  back  over 
the  past  without  regret  and  forward  to  the  future  without  fear. 


WILLIAM  WALLACE  HUNTER. 

William  Wallace  Hunter  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  Raymond  township. 
He  was  born  on  the  old  family  homestead  October  4,  1862,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Andica  (Boyd)  Hunter,  who  are  mentioned  above.  He  is  in- 
debted to  the  district  school  system  for  educational  privileges  which  were 
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accorded  him  and  he  began  life  on  a  farm,  choosing  to  follow  the  occupation 
to  which  he  had  been  reared.  He  has  since  carried  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  and  he  keeps  on  hand  a  good  grade  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  is  now 
operating  eighty  acres  and  the  tract  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  for  he 
employs  modern  farming  methods  in  the  work  of  plowing,  planting  and  har- 
vesting. 

In  1895  Mr.  Hunter  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  Anderson,  a 
daughter  of  Nels  Anderson,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  from  Norway. 
Mr.  Hunter  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Foresters.  In  politics  he 
is  a  republican  and  has  filled  the  office  of  town  treasurer,  but  he  cares  little  to 
hold  office,  feeling  that  his  time  and  energies  are  fully  claimed  by  his  business 
duties  and  interests.  The  name  of  Hunter  has  long  been  associated  with  the 
agricultural  development  of  Racine  county  and  the  work  instituted  by  the 
father  is  being  carried  on  by  the  son  with  continued  success. 


N.  C.  PEDERSEN. 


N.  C.  Pedersen,  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Racine,  was  bom  in 
Denmark,  February  22,  1851,  a  son  of  Peter  Nelson  and  Christine  tChristen- 
sen)  Pedersen,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Denmark.  Their  son,  N.  C. 
Pedersen,  was  reared  and  educated  in  that  country  and  forty-four  years  ago 
came  to  the  United  States,  being  at  the  time  a  young  man  of  about  twenty- 
one  years.  He  was  lured  by  the  hope  of  finding  better  business  opportunities 
in  the  new  world,  nor  did  he  find  that  the  hope  was  a  fallacy,  for  he  here  met 
conditions  that  enabled  him  to  work  his  way  upward  and  obtain  good  re- 
wards for  his  labor.  He  located  in  Racine  and  secured  employment  on  a  rail- 
road. Afterward  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  of  Michigan  for  a  time  but 
at  the  end  of  a  year  returned  to  Racine  and  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand. 
His  next  position  was  that  of  night  watchman  for  the  J.  I.  Case  Company, 
where  he  continued  for  six  years,  and  for  nineteen  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  police  force  of  Racine.  Desiring,  however,  to  engage  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  he  purchased  a  restaurant  on  Junction  avenue  and  remained 
there  for  seven  years,  enjoying  a  good  patronage  throughout  the  entire  period. 
It  is  now  about  four  years  since  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  field, 
handling  both  land  and  town  property.  He  engages  quite  largely  in  specula- 
tion and  his  sound  judgment  enables  him  to  make  judicious  investments  which 
yield  him  a  substantial  profit.  He  has  built  a  fine  residence  on  Washington 
avenue  and  also  owns  other  houses  in  Racine  which  he  rents. 

In  August,  1880,  Mr.  Pedersen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  Vin- 
cent, who  was  born  in  Kenosha,  and  they  have  four  children :  George  L.,  of 
Racine ;  Hayes ;  Florence  L..  the  wife  of  Carl  W.  Carlson,  of  Racine ;  and  Irene, 
at  home. 

While  Mr.  Pedersen  usually  votes  with  the  democratic  party  he  does  not 
consider  himself  bound  by  party  ties  and  casts  an  independent  ballot  if  his 
judgment  so  dictates.  His  sons  are  members  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Mr. 
Pedersen  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church  and  has  guided  his  life  by  its  teach- 
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ings.  i^e  does  not  look  back  with  regret  upon  his  determination  to  come  to 
the  new  world ;  on  the  contrary  he  has  always  been  glad  that  he  determined 
upon  that  course,  for  here  he  found  the  opportunities  which  he  sought  and  in 
their  utilization  has  made  steady  progress  along  business  lines,  gaining  a  cred- 
itable position  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Bacine. 


ARTHUR  EHRLICH.    K^ 

Arthur  Ehrlich,  whose  prominence  in  real  estate  circles  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  is  now  serving  for  the  second  term  as  president  of  the  Racine  real 
estate  board,  came  to  this  city  in  1895  and  a  decade  later  turned  his  attention 
to  the  real  estate  business,  in  which  connection  he  has  contributed  much  to  the 
substantial  expansion,  improvement  and  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He  was  bom 
in  the  province  of  Pomerania,  Prussia,  July  24,  1867,  and  attended  a  military 
school  of  that  country.  He  was  a  youth  of  nineteen  years  when  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America  in  1886,  after  which  he  spent  a  few  years  in  Rhode 
Island.  There  he  engaged  in  the  life  insurance  business  and  in  1895  he  came 
to  Racine  as  local  representative  of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company, 
continuing  in  that  field  for  fifteen  years,  during  which  period  he  wrote  a  large 
amount  of  insurance,  establishing  a  business  which  proved  both  profitable  to 
the  company  and  to  himself.  In  1906  he  entered  the  field  of  real  estate  and  in 
the  intervening  period  has  been  most  active  along  that  line.  He  has  opened 
up  various  additions  to  the  city,  has  built  up  the  entire  west  side  of  Racine, 
and  has  also  operated  extensively  on  the  north  and  south  sides.  He  has  laid 
out  over  five  hundred  acres  on  the  west  side  and  has  sold  more  lots  than  all 
other  real  estate  dealers  in  that  district  combined.  He  is  regarded  as  a  most 
accurate  valuator  of  property,  and  there  is  no  real  estate  on  the  market  with 
which  he  is  not  familiar.  He  displays  notable  prescience  in  making  invest- 
ment and  his  keen  sagacity  and  enterprise  are  bringing  to  him  most  gratifying 
and  substantial  success.  His  activities  have  largely  set  the  standard  for  work 
in  the  real  estate  field  of  Racine,  and  that  he  occupies  a  prominent  position 
among  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries  in  this  line  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  honored  for  the  second  term  with  election  to  the  presidency 
of  the  city  real  estate  board.  He  is  also  vice  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Asso- 
ciation of  Real  Estate  Brokers  and  is  a  member  of  the  National  Real  Estate 
Association. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1911,  Mr.  Ehrlich  was  married  to  Mrs.  Nellie  (Wag- 
ner) Shaughnessy  of  Racine,  who  was  born,  however,  in  Detroit.  By  her  first 
marriage  she  had  two  children,  William  and  Kamma,  both  high  school  stu- 
dents. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ehrlich  have  been  born  two  children,  Arthur  and 
Kingston  Wareb.  The  middle  name  of  the  second  child  was  formed  by  taking 
the  initials  of  the  Wisconsin  Association  Real  Estate  Brokers,  for  he  was  born 
on  the  evening  of  its  state  convention^  held  at  Racine,  and  the  members  of  the 
association  set  aside  a  sum  of  money  to  be  given  him  on  his  twenty-first  birth- 
day. The  little  fellow  is  now  two  years  of  age.  The  family  attend  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  and  the  Christian  Science  churches.     Mr.  Ehrlich  gives  his 
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political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  but  does  not  seek  nor  desire  public  office. 
In  the  past  few  years  he  has  been  called  upon  to  lead  practically  all  of  the 
parades  held  in  Racine.  He  is  splendidly  qualified  therefor,  owing  to  the 
extensive  military  training  which  he  received  in  Germany  and  his  training  as 
a  member  of  the  National  Guard  of  Rhode  Island,  to  which  he  belonged.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity  for  the  past  seventeen  years  and  is  a  staff  officer  of  the 
Uniform  Rank.  His  is  a  soldierly  bearing  and  he  seems  born  to  command, 
having  the  ability  to  secure  notable  co-ordinated  effort  from  those  under  his 
direction.  He  also  marshals  his  forces  in  business  life  with  a  military  pre- 
cision that  results  in  success,  making  each  effort  count  for  the  utmost  in  the 
attainment  of  the  result  desired. 


HENRY  W.  SHERIFF. 


Henry  W.  Sheriff,  a  farmer  residing  near  Franksville,  was  born  in  Cale- 
donia township,  December  27,  I860,  a  son  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Thomp- 
son) Sheriff.  The  father,  who  was  bom  in  Yorkshire.  England,  in  1835, 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  passing  away  in  1909,  while  his  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  in  May,  1840,  died  August  22,  1915.  They 
were  married  in  Iowa  and  in  1859  became  residents  of  Caledonia  townsWp, 
Racine  county,  where  the  father  first  engaged  in  business  as  a  teamster.  In 
1862,  however,  he  invested  the  money  which  he  had  saved  from  his  earnings 
in  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  and  later  he  purchased  more  land.  To  him  and  his 
wife  were  bom  ten  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living,  the  eldest  being  Henry 
W.,  of  this  review.  The  others  are :  Addie,  the  wife  of  Harry  Grigg,  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Caledonia  township ;  George,  who  is  inspector  of  the  J.  I.  Case 
engines ;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  H.  A.  Hilker,  agent  for  the  Red  Seal  Oil  Company 
at  Racine ;  Sarah,  living  in  Racine ;  Clara,  the  widow  of  W.  Tuffnel  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Racine ;  and  Irvin,  who  is  bookkeeper  with  the  Hilker  Shoe  Company 
of  Racine. 

The  usual  experiences  of  the  farm  bred  boy  fell  to  the  lot  of  Henry  W. 
Sheriff,  who  early  became"  familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and 
caring  for  the  crops.  Through  the  summer  seasons  he  worked  in  the  fields  and 
in  the  winter  months  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1886,  Mr.  Sheriff  married  Miss  Rachel  Woolnough,  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Woolnough,  who  sailed  on  the  lakes  for  many  years.  To 
this  union  was  born  a  son,  Edward,  who  died  in  June,  1887.  The  demise  of  the 
wife  and  mother  occurred  in  May,  1887.  In  November,  1888,  Mr.  Sheriff 
wedded  Miss  Alice  Gibbs,  a  daughter  of  Robert  T.  and  Charlotte  (Wiltsey) 
Gibbs.  The  father  was  bom  in  South  Lansing,  Tompkins  county,  New  York, 
June  13,  1836,  and  was  a  son  of  Phleming  and  Sallie  (Nettles)  Gibbs.  The 
ancestry  of  the  family  has  been  traced  back  to  Mayflower  days  and  in  their 
veins  is  the  mingled  strain  of  English,  German  and  Irish  blood.  The  great 
grandfather,  James  Gibbs,  was  for  seven  years  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
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war,  participating  in  many  hotly  contested  engagements  and  on  one  occasion 
doing  notably  good  service  in  exterminating  a  band  of  tories  and  Indians.  In 
the  year  1846  the  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  SheriflE  came  to  Racine 
county,  where  Phleming  Gibbs  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Caledonia 
township,  thereon  spending  his  remaining  days.  Their  son,  Robert  T.  Gibbs, 
was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  west  and  al- 
though his  school  privileges  were  limited  he  became  a  w  ell  informed  man  of 
marked  intellectual  force.  He  w^afe  also  self-m^de  financially  and  through  per- 
sistent eflEort  and  capable  management  became  one  of  the  successful  men  of 
his  township.  It  was  in  Caledonia  township  that  he  wedded  Charlotte  Wilt- 
sey,  who  was  born  December  29,  1844,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Harriet 
(Downes)  Wiltsey,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York,  whence  they  re- 
moved to  this  county  in  1842,  taking  up  their  abode  upon  a  farm  in  Caledonia 
township,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  called  to  their  final  rest.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wiltsey  had  six  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  West 
Wiltsey,  who  followed  the  lakes  for  ten  years  and  then  settled  in  Michigan, 
where  he  farmed  until  1910,  when  he  came  to  make  his  home  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sheriff.  Following  the  marriage  of  Robert  T.  Gibbs  and  Charlotte  Wiltsey 
they  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  Caledonia  township  and  as  the 
years  passed  met  with  a  substantial  measure  of  success.  The  father  died  No- 
vember 14,  1902,  having  for  more  than  a  decade  survived  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  December  27, 1890.  In  their  family  were  but  two  children :  Mrs.  Sheriff, 
and  Wiltsey,  who  died  December  9,  1906.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheriff  have  become 
the  parents  of  tw^o  children :  Evelyn,  the  wife  of  Robert  Merry,  living  in  Mil- 
waukee, where  he  is  engaged  in  steam  fitting ;  and  Arthur,  at  home. 

The  family  residence  stands  on  a  nice  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  and  Mr.  Sheriff  there  carries  on  general  agricultural  pursuits,  bringing 
his  fields  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  as  a  resuit  annually  gathering  good 
harvests.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party,  but  he  does 
not  seek  nor  desire  public  office.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  this  county 
and  that  his  career  has  been  upright  and  commendable  is  indicated  in  the  fact 
that  many  of  his  stanchest  friends  are  thos^  who  have  known  him  from  his 
boyhood. 


THEODORE  R.  OLSON. 


Theodore  R.  Olson,  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  marked  enterprise  and  pro- 
gressiveness,  is  proprietor  of  a  five  and  ten  cent  store,  located  at  No.  1354 
Washington  avenue  in  Racine.  His  colleagues  and  contemporaries  recognize 
him  as  a  most  wide-awake  and  progressive  business  man  whose  activities  are 
typical  of  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  thus  it  was  that  he  was  chosen  president 
of  the  Junction  Business  Men's  Association,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers. He  was  born  in  North  Cape,  Wisconsin,  October  18,  1878,  a  son  of  Soren 
and  Sina  Olson,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Aalborg,  Denmark,  but  were  mar- 
ried in  this  country.  In  early  life  the  father  came  to  the  United  States  and  set- 
tled at  North  Cape.    While  residing  on  a  farm  he  also  carried  on  blacksmithing. 
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During  the  infancy  of  his  son,  Theodore,  he  removed  to  Rapine,  where  he  estab- 
lished a  smithy  which  he  conducted  for  many  years  but  retired  from  active 
business  about  five  years  ago  and  is  now  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years 
enjoying  well  earned  rest  which  is  the  merited  reward  of  his  former  industry 
and  activity.  Although  now  well  advanced  in  years,  he  is  still  hale  and  hearty. 
His  wife  is  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children:  John,  deceased;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Prank  Kammerer,  of  Racine; 
Martin,  a  machinist  of  Everett,  Washington;  Julius  A.,  a  practicing  dentist 
of  Racine ;  Emma,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Richardson,  of  this  city ;  Theodore  R. ; 
Edith,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Christensen,  of  Racine ;  and  Arthur,  who  has  passed 
away.  , 

After  mastering  elementary  branches  of  learning  Theodore  R.  Olson  at- 
tended high  school  in  Racine  and  subsequently  pursued  a  pharmaceutical 
course. ,  Following  his  graduation  he  entered  into  active  connection  with  the 
drug  business  in  1895  and  for  eleven  years  was  an  employe  of  the  Robinson 
Drug  Company,  remaining  with  the  house  during  several  changes  in  its  own- 
ership and  acting  as  manager  of  the  store.  He  also  spent  six  years  upon  the 
road  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  S.  C.  Johnson  .Company  and  five  years  ago, 
or  in  1911,  embarked  in  his  present  line  of  business,  establishing  a  five  and  ten 
cent  store  at  No.  1354  Washington  avenue  in  Racine.  In  the  establishment  he 
has  been  accorded  a  very  liberal  patronage  and  his  trade  has  reached  sub- 
stantial and  gratifying  proportions. 

In  1908  Mr.  Olson  was  married  to  Miss  Millie  Kempf,  of  Racine,  the  wed- 
ding ceremony  being  performed  in  Buffalo,  New  Yprk.  Mrs.  Olson  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  Kempf,  of  Racine.  In  politics  Mr.  Olson  is  a  stalwart  advocate 
of  the  republican  party  and  is  now  serving  for  the  second  year  as  alderman 
of  Racine  from  the  eleventh  ward.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Belle  City  Lodge,  No.  92,  A.  P.  &  A.  M. ;  Orient  Chap- 
ter, No.  12,  R.  A.  M. ;  Racine  Commandery,  No.  7,  K.  T. ;  the  Wisconsin  Con- 
sistory, in  which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite ; 
and  Tripoli  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Elks  lodge 
of  Racine  and  is  the  first  sergeant  of  the  Elks  Marching  Club.  He  attends 
local  churches  and  gives  his  aid  and  influence  to  further  all  the  projects  and 
practical  movements  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  along  material,  social,  political 
and  moral  lines.  He  is  a  very  energetic  and  enterprising  man,  always  alert 
and  readily  recognizing  opportunities  for  the  city's  benefit.  No  one  ques- 
tions the  sincerity  of  his  public-spirited  efforts  and  his  friends  cite  many  evi- 
dences of  his  devotion  to  the  general  good. 


EDWARD  ZAHN. 


Edward  Zahn,  organizer  and  proprietor  of  the  Zahn  Dry  Goods  Company, 
has  continuously  been  at  the  head  of  this  business  which  is  now  one  of  the 
important  commercial  enterprises  of  the  city.  It  was  organized  in  1898  and 
through  the  intervening  period  of  eighteen  years  has  been  developed  in  ac- 
cordance with  modern  commercial  methods. 
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Edward  Zahn  was  born  in  Walworth  county,  this  state,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Eliza  Zahn.  The  father,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, was  born  in  1823,  and  came  to  America  in  the  year  1841,  settling  in  Cin- 
cinnati, where  he  lived  until  1843.  The  succeeding  two  years  were  passed  in 
Racine  and  in  1845  he  removed  to  Vienna,  Wisconsin,  where  he  established  one 
of  the  first  flour  mills  of  the  place.  There  he  continued  his  residence  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1895,  while  his  wife  survived  him  until  1913. 

Edward  Zahn  obtained  a  high  school  education  in  Racine  and  when  his 
textbooks  were  put  aside  began  clerking  in  a  dry  goods  store  so  that  he  made 
his  initial  effort  in  business  along  the  line  in  which  he  is  now  engaged.  In 
1898  he  organized  the  Zahn  Dry  Goods  Company,  establishing  his  store  at  No. 
428  Main  street,  where  he  occupied  two  floors  of  a  building  twenty-five  by  one 
hundred  and  ten  feet,  carrying  there  a  large  line  of  general  dry  goods,  carpets, 
rugs  and  draperies,  together  with  ready  to  wear  clothing.  He  is  now  located 
at  436-438  Main  street  in  a  new  modem  store  thoroughly  equipped.  He  has 
added  a  millinery  department  and  his  business  occupies  three  floors.  Each 
department  is  well  equipped.  He  has  an  attractive  line  of  goods  and  the 
business  methods  of  the  house  as  manifested  in  the  courtesy  of  employes  and  in 
the  honor  that  is  evidenced  in  all  trade  relations  have  been  factors  in  bringing 
about  his  continuous  prosperity. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1895,  Mr.  Zahn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie 
E.  Eason,  a  daughter  of  Captain  James  Eason,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ra- 
cine and  today  the  oldest  living  pioneer  of  the  city.  He  served  in  command 
of  a  number  of  lake  vessels  and  as  such  made  the  fastest  time  between  Chi- 
cago and  Buffalo.  He  was  well  known  along  the  lake  route  and  enjoyed  the 
high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Zahn  were  bom  two  sons — ^Edward  James  and  Russell  Victor,  aged  re- 
spectively twenty  and  fifteen  years. 

The  family  attend  the  Baptist  church  and  Mr.  Zahn  gives  his  political  sup- 
port to  the  republican  party.  He  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  puts 
forth  every  effort  in  his  power  to  further  the  development  and  promote  the 
progress  of  the  city  along  commercial  lines  and  to  extend  its  trade  relations 
in  other  connections.  He  is  interested  as  well  in  those  concerns  which  are  a 
matter  of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride  and  he  neglects  no  obligation  of  citizen- 
ship while  at  the  same  time  he  most  carefully  and  wisely  conducts  his  private 
business  affairs. 


SAMUEL  E.  HOLLICK. 


Samuel  E.  Hollick,  who  on  the  first  of  January,  1915,  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  sheriff,  to  which  he  had  been  elected  in  the  fall  of  the  previous 
year,  was  born  near  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  10th  of  September, 
1875,  a  son  of  Leonard  and  Barbara  (Fogel)  Hollick^  who  in  the  year  1881 
removed  to  Ohio  and  after  a  residence  of  ten  years  in  that  state  went  to  Mich- 
igan.   The  mother  has  passed  away  but  the  father  still  survives. 

Samuel  E.  Hollick  was  a  little  lad  of  but  six  years  when  the  family  home 
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was  established  iii  the  Buckeye  state  and  a  youth  of  sixteen  when  they  removed 
to  Michigan.  In  the  interim  he  had  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  and 
through  the  periods  of  vacation  his  early  life  was  devoted  to  farm  work,  but 
thinking  to  find  other  pursuits  more  congenial  than  the  work  of  the  fields,  he 
left  home  on  attaining  his  majority  and  in  1896  came  to  Racine.  For  a  few 
years  he  engaged  in  teaming  in  this  city  and  then  took  up  street  car  work, 
serving  as  raotorman  and  conductor  for  thirteen  years.  He  was  also  employed 
in  various  factories  and  in  1913  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  ofSce  of  sheriff 
but  was  defeated  by  eighty  votes.  The  following  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
oflSce  as  a  candidate  on  the  republican  ticket  and  is  now  the  incumbent  in  that 
position,  making  a  creditable  record  by  the  prompt  and  faithful  manner  in 
which  he  discharges  his  duties,  neither  fear  nor  favor  swerving  him  from  the 
course  which  he  believes  to  be  right. 

On  the  17th  day  of  May,  1905,  Mr.  Hollick  was  married  to  Miss  Adeline 
Becker,  of  Racine.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  the  Loyfd 
Order  of  Moose  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has  many 
warm  friends  in  those  organizations,  men  who  esteem  him  for  his  sterling  worth 
and  recognize  in  him  a  genial  gentleman  who  possesses  the  business  ability  and 
other  qualifications  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  position 
which  he  is  now  filling. 


FRANK  ALSHULER. 


Frank  Alshuler,  a  partner  in  one  of  the  largest  men's  furnishing  goods 
stores  not  only  of  Racine  but  of  the  state,  maintains  a  foremost  position  in 
trade  circles  by  reason  of  his  enterprising  spirit  that  keeps  him  in  touch  with 
advanced  commercial  methods  and  modem  business  ideas.  He  was  bom  in 
Covington,  Indiana,  March  11,  1859,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Jeannette  Alshuler, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany  but  in  early  life  came  to  the  United 
States.  Making  his  way  to  Indiana,  the  father  was  for  a  long  period  engaged 
in  merchandising  in  Covington,  and  in  that  city  Frank  Alshuler  obtained  a 
public  and  high  school  education. 

His  identification  with  the  commercial  interests  of  Racine  dates  from  1887. 
Two  years  before  his  brother,  Dan  D.  Alshuler,  and  B.  Soldine  opened  a  store 
in  this  city  for  the  sale  of  men's  furnishing  goods  and  in  1887  they  were  joined 
by  Frank  Alshuler,  who  has  since  remained  active  in  the  management  and 
control  of  the  business.  In  1895  the  firm  erected  the  present  large  four-story 
building,  which  has  since  been  utilized  for  the  conduct  of  the  trade  in  the  first 
floor  and  basement  and  part  of  the  second  floor.  The  building  is  forty*  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  and  theirs  is  the  oldest  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  Racine  and  one  of  the  largest  in  Wisconsin.  No  change  in  the  part- 
nership occurred  until  1903,  when  Mr.  Soldine  passed  away,  and  in  1905  the 
death  of  D.  D.  Alshuler  occurred,  leaving  Frank  Alshuler  as  the  sole  survivor. 
Since  that  time  he  has  become  associated  with  Sidney  D.  Alshuler,  who  is  man- 
ager and  a  son  of  the  founder,  Dan  D.  Alshuler.  He  was  born  in  Racine,  May 
19, 1895,  his  parents  being  Dan  and  Celia  (Rothchild)  Alshuler.    He  is  a  grad- 
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uate  of  a  commercial  school  of  New  York  city  and  thus  became  well  qualified 
for  the  conduct  of  the  interests  with  which  he  is  now  connected.  The  busi- 
ness is  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Dan  &  Sol's.  Both  partners  are  en- 
terprising merchants  and  for  almost  three  decades  Frank  Alshuler  has  been 
connected  with  the  commercial  interests  of  Racine.  In  his  purchases  he  keeps 
informed  concerning  the  latest  goods  that  the  markets  of  the  world  afford. 
He  has  surrounded  himself  with  a  corps  of  able  assistants  and  his  business 
methods  at  all  times  conform  to  the  highest  commercial  ethics.  Recognizing 
the  fact  that  honesty  is  the  best  policy,  he  has  builded  his  success  upon  the 
simple,  old-fashioned  principles  of  business  that  have  to  do  with  integrity  and 
industry.  His  establishment  is  conducted  on  the  value  for  value  system  and  in 
accordance  with  the  great  laws  which  control  all  legitimate  business — hence 
the  success. 

In  1899  Mr.  Alshuler  was  married  to  Miss  Belle  Harmon,  of  Racine,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Harmon,  one  of  the  early  settlers  here,  but  in  1915  Mr.  Al- 
shuler was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  with  the  Royai 
Arcanum.  He  has  maintained  an  independent  political  attitude  but  his  interest 
in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  city  is  manifest  in  his  connection  with  the 
Commercial  Club,  in  which  he  co-operates  with  many  movements  planned  for 
the  benefit  and  upbuilding  of  Racine.  He  is  today  one  of  its  oldest  and  most 
honored  merchants,  having  for  almost  thirty  years  been  continually  connected 
with  its  trade  interests,  and  his  record  proves  that  success  and  an  honored 
name  may  be  won  simultaneously. 


WILLIS  L.  CAHOON.    ^C. 

Manufacturing  enterprise  in  Racine  finds  a  representative  in  Willis  L.  Ga- 
boon, who  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  American  Mangle  &  Roller  Com- 
pany. He  was  born  in  this  city  in  1860,  a  son  of  Lyman  H.  and  Cordelia  L. 
(Tague)  Cahoon,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York,  while  the  latter  was  bom 
in  Kingston,  Canada.  They  were  married  in  the  Empire  state  and  about  1850 
came  to  Wisconsin,  establishing  their  home  in  Solon,  where  they  lived  for  five 
years,  removing  in  1855  to  Racine.  The  father  Had  learned  the  trades  of  shoe- 
making  and  harness  making  in  early  life  and  gave  his  entire  attention  to  in- 
dustrial activity  along  those  linos  throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  passed 
away,  however,  in  1868,  being  survived  by  his  widow,  who  died  in  1899. 

Willis  L.  Cahbon  was  but  eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death.  He  was  reared  by  his  mother  in  this  city  and  as  he  mastered  the 
branches  of  learning  taught  in  consecutive  grades  he  won  promotion  until  he 
became  a  high  school  pupil.  His  start  in  the  business  world  was  made  as  clerk 
in  a  shoe  store  and  to  that  work  he  devoted  his  attention  for  several  years  but 
was  ambitious  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  carefully  saved 
his  earnings  until  he  was  able  to  establish  a  coal  and  wood  yard,  which  he 
conducted  until  1903,  when  he  sold  out  and  became  interested  in  the  American 
Mangle  &  Roller  Company.    He  aided  in  its  organization  and  has  since  been 
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active  in  promoting  its  success.  The  business  is  now  one  of  considerable  vol* 
ume  and  the  trade  connections  of  the  company  insure  a  substantial  income. 
They  have  ever  recognized  the  fact  that  satisfied  customers  are  the  best  ad-^ 
vertisement  and  by  giving  general  satisfaction  they  have  won  a  liberal  and 
well  deserved  patronage.  They  manufacture  mangles  and  laundry  rollers  and 
in  fact  handle  all  kinds  of  laundry  machinery  and  today  their  output  is  widely 
sold  over  the  country. 

Mr.  Gaboon  attends  the  First  Baptist  church  and  he  gives  his  political  al- 
legiance to  the  prohibition  party.  He  has  long  been  interested  in  the  cause  of 
temperance  and  does  everything  in  his  power  to  further  its  adoption,  believ- 
ing this  to  be  one  of  the  most  vital  questions  before  the  country  today. 


AMERICAN  MANGLE  &  ROLLER  COMPANY. 

The  American  Mangle  &  Roller  Company  of  Racine  was  established  in  1903 
by  W.  L.  and  E.  E.  Cahoon.  They  handle  laundry  machinery  of  all  kinds  and 
manufacture  laundry  mangles  which  were  invented  by  E.  E.  Cahoon.  Their 
factory  is  located  at  Racine  Junction  and  a  well  developed  business  is  now 
bringing  to  them  substantial  success.  Their  product  is  sold  by  mail  and 
through  jobbers  all  over  the  United  States,  being  sent  to  every  state  of  the 
Union.  They  sell  to  hotels,  public  buildings  and  to  institutions  of  all  kinds 
and  they  handle  everything  necessary  for  laundry  equipment.  For  thirteen 
years  they  have  concentrated  their  energies  upon  the  trade  and  have  built 
up  a  business  which  indicates  that  they  have  employed  most  reliable  and  mod- 
ern commercial  methods. 


JAMBS  VYVYAN. 


James  Vyvyan,  a  well  known  and  highly  respected  farmer  of  Raymond 
township,  was  bom  on  the  7th  of  May,  1856,  in  the  township  where  he  still 
resides,  his  present  home  being  near  Franksville.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Matilda  (Greggs)  Vyvyan,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England,  but  they 
were  married  in  Yorkville  township,  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  where  William 
Vyvyan  established  his  home  in  1842.  He  was  empty  handed  when  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  the  New  World,  but  he  hoped  that  he  might  find  in  this  coun- 
try the  opportunities  which  would  bring  him  substantial  success,  nor  was  he 
disappointed,  for  as  the  years  went  on  his  labors  and  energy  brought  him  sub- 
stantial reward  and  he  became  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  his 
locality.  In  the  early  days  he  hauled  hay  from  Raymond  township  to  Milwau- 
kee  with  oxen  and  sold  it  for  two  dollars  per  ton.  He  encountered  many  hard- 
ships and  difficulties  and  experienced  the  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life^ 
but  with  marked  courage  he  worked  on  and  his  persistency  and  energy  at 
length  brought  their  reward.  He  became  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  and  thus  was  numbered  among  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  his 
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community.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the  republican  party  and  his 
religious  faith  was  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Yorkville  church.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  have  now  passed  away.  In  their  family  were  eight  children, 
five  of  whom  survive,  as  follows :  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Hay,  a 
retired  resident  of  Union  Grove;  John,  who  follows  farming  in  Yorkville 
township;  James,  of  this  review;  Henry,  who  conducts  a  garage  at  Union 
Grove ;  and  George,  living  in  Franklin  township,  Milwaukee  county. 

James  Vyvyan  attended  the  district  schools,  but  his  educational  opportu- 
nities were  somewhat  limited.  He  began  life  as  a  farmer  and  for  sonu*  time 
rented  land,  but  during  that  period  practiced  economy  as  well  as  industry 
and  at  length  was  able  to  purchase  a  farm.  It  was  in  1892  that  he  invested  in 
the  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Raymond  township  upon  which  he  now  resides  and 
through  the  intervening  period  of  twenty-four  years  he  has  given  his  time 
and  energies  to  the  improvement  and  development  of  the  property,  his  labors 
bringing  about  a  marked  transformation  in  its  appearance.  He  has  tiled  the 
land  and  thus  enhanced  its  productiveness  and  annually,  as  the  result  of  the 
care  and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  the  fields,  he  harvests  good  crops.  He 
keeps  Durham  cows  of  good  grade  and  in  all  branches  of  his  farm  work  gives 
indication  of  a  progressive,  modem  spirit. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1886,  Mr.  Vyvyan  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Mary  Kearney  and  they  have  become  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Rose, 
who  is  employed  as  a  stenographer  and  bookkeeper  in  Milwaukee;  Prank, 
who  is  in  the  service  of  the  Milwaukee  Corrugating  Company  in  Milwaukee ; 
Leo,  who  pursued  his  education  in  the  district  schools ;  Nora,  who  is  a  dress- 
maker living  at  home ;  and  Mary,  also  yet  under  the  parental  roof.  Prank 
Vyvyan,  the  second  named,  completed  a  district  school  education  by  gradu- 
ation in  1906  and  wedded  Miss  Louise  Schleuzig,  a  native  of  Milwaukee  and  a 
daughter  of  Rudolph  Schleuzig. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Vyvyan  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  in 
his  political  views  Mr.  Vyvyan  is  a  democrat.  Sixty  years'  residence  in  Ra- 
cine county  has  made  him  widely  known  as  a  representative  of  its  agricultural 
interests  and  he  has  gained  many  friends  among  those  whom  h«  has  met  in 
social  relations. 


C.  K.  HAHN,  M.  D. 


Dr.  C.  K.  Hahn,  successfully  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine  in 
Racine,  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1868,  a  son  of  A.  and 
Helena  Hahn,  both  of  whom  have  departed  this  life.  Spending  his  youthful 
days  under  the  parental  roof,  he  determined  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  as  a 
life  work  and  in  preparation  therefor  entered  the  Wurzburg  (Bavaria)  Medical 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1895.  Hoping  to  obtain 
better  advantages  for  professional  advancement  in  the  new  world  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  1896  and  for  a  year  thereafter  practiced  his  profession  at  Menom- 
onee  Palls,  Wisconsin.  He  afterward  spent  two  years  in  South  Milwaukee  and 
in  1899  came  to  Racine,  where  he  has  since  remained.    He  has  never  specialized 
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along  any  particular  line,  but  has  continued  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine 
and  is  a  valued  family  physician,  his  broad  study  and  wide  experience  enabling 
him  to  correctly  cope  with  the  intricate  problems  that  continually  confront  the 
physician  in  his  efforts  to  restore  health  and  check  the  ravages  of  disease. 

In  1899  Dr.  Hahn  was  married  to  Louise  Ahrens,  of  South  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin, a  daughter  of  Chris  A.  Ahrens,  a  native  of  Germany.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  are  Paul,  who  is  now  attending  Racine  College ;  Louise,  and  Clara. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  English  Lutheran  church  and  they  occupy  an 
enviable  position  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city,  having  gained  many  warm 
friends  during  the  period  of  their  residence  in  Racine.  Dr.  Hahn  is  connected 
with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  while  his  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  republican  party.  Those  who  know  him  entertain  for  him  warm 
regard  for  they  find  him  loyal  to  any  cause  which  he  espouses  and  conscientious 
in  the  performance  of  all  his  professional  duties. 


LOUIS  MOGENSEN. 


Louis  Mogensen  has  gained  a  large  clientage  in  the  real  estate,  fire  insur- 
ance and  loan  business  in  Racine  with  which  he  has  been  connected  for  twelve 
years.  He  possesses  a  great  amount  of  energy  which,  intelligently ,  directed, 
has  brought  him  success  and  his  is  another  proof  of  the  fact  that,  no  matter 
how  much  fantastic  theorizing  we  may  indulge  in  as  to  the  secret  of  success, 
we  must  ultimately  reach  the  conclusion  that  close  application,  diligence  and 
persistency  of  purpose  constitute  the  foundation  upon  which  honorable  busi- 
ness prosperity  is  built. 

Mr.  Mogensen  was  born  in  Racine,  September  10,  1872,  a  son  of  Lars  and 
Cecelia  ( Christ ensen)  Mogensen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Denmark. 
The  father  came  to  Racine  in  1869  and  the  mother  about  the  same  time,  and 
their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  this  city.  Mr.  Mogensen  was  a  tanner  by 
trade  and  for  many  years  followed  that  occupation,  but  during  the  last  ten 
years  of  his  life  lived  retired,  meeting  death  in  a  runaway  accident  in  Aprils 
1915.    He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  had  passed  away  in  1873. 

Louis  Mogensen  attended  the  Garfield  school  during  the  period  of  his  boy- 
hood and  afterward  became  a  student  of  the  Belle  City  Business  College.  He 
afterward  took  up  the  study  of  photography  and  conducted  a  studio  on  Monu- 
ment Square,  while  for  a  time  he  was  located  on  State  and  Main  streets.  He 
won  a  creditable  measure  of  success  in  photographic  work  but  sold  out  on 
the  17th  of  March,  1904,  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  and  in- 
surance business.  The  following  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  P.  Nel- 
son, with  whom  he  was  associated  for  a  few  years,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
been  alone  in  business,  conducting  a  fire  insurance,  loan  and  real  estate  agency. 
He  is  well  versed  in  each  branch  of  his  profession,  knowing  thoroughly  every 
phase  of  the  work  and  he  has  been  able  to  negotiate  many  important  realty 
transfers,  to  place  many  loans  and  to  write  a  large  amount  of  insurance  an- 
nually. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  1897,  Mr.  Mogensen  was  united  in  marriage  ta 
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Miss  Laura  Hansen  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Anna  Hansen,  and  to  them  was 
bom  a  son,  Allyn  L.,  now  seventeen  years  of  age.  In  February,  1902,  Mr. 
Mogensen  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  He  was  married 
again  in  April,  1904,  his  second  union  being  with  Christine  Anderson  of  Chi- 
cago, and  to  that  marriage  have  been  bom  two  daughters,  Estelle  and  Vir- 
ginia. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Mogensen  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  with 
the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America,  with  the  tribe  of  Ben  Hur,  with  the  Dania 
Society  and  with  the  Danish  Brotherhood,  and  his  religious  faith  is  evidenced 
in  his  membership  in  the  Emaus  Lutheran  church.  Politically  he  is  a  demo- 
crat with  independent  tendencies.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  county 
board  of  supervisors  from  the  eighth  ward  for  the  past  seven  years  and  was 
chairman  of  the  board  in  1914.  He  also  served  on  the  school  board  in  1899  and 
he  is  interested  in  all  those  forces  which  have  most  to  do  with  promoting  the 
progress  and  improvement  of  the  district  in  which  he  lives,  in  upholding  its 
political  and  social  status  and  advancing  its  material  and  moral  development. 


THE  COMMERCIAL  PRESS  COMPANY. 

The  Commercial  Press  Company  was  organized  July  17,  1902,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  ten  thousand  dollars,  of  which  five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  was 
paid  in.  The  first  officers  were:  Robert  C.  Hindley,  president;  Robert  W. 
Hindley,  vice  president;  and  T.  P.  Luker,  secretary  and  treasurer.  On  the 
29th  of  August,  1902,  F.  C.  Bailey  purchased  stock  to  the  amount  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  and  on  the  9th  of  April,  1903,  the  Hindleys  and  Mr.  Bailey  sold 
out  to  F.  G.  and  John  Hassold  and  OUie  Luker.  At  that  time  the  Hassolds 
put  twenty-six  hundred  dollars  more  in  the  business  and  F.  G.  Hassold  became 
president,  with  John  Hassold  as  vice  president  and  T.  P.  Luker  as  secretary 
and  treasurer.  On  the  4th  of  June,  1903,  the  capital  was  increased  to  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  and  on  the  17th  of  August  of  that  year  Frank  H.  Miller  pur- 
chased stock  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars.  He  had  been  foreman  from 
the  start  and  he  now  became  financially  interested  in  the  enterprise.  On  the 
6th  of  May,  1905,  he  invested  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  more  in  the 
treasury  stock  and  a  further  change  in  the  ownership  occurred  when  on  the 
29th  of  August,  1905,  Peter  J.  Huetten  bought  out  the  stock  of  F.  G.  and  John 
Hassold  and  became  president  of  the  company.  On  the  22d  of  March,  1907, 
T.  P.  Luker  resigned  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  selling  his  stock  to  F.  H. 
Miller,  who  became  his  successor  in  the  dual  office  and  has  continued  as  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  to  the  present  time.  On  the  15th  of  July,  1908,  the  stock 
of  Peter  J.  Huetten  was  purchased  by  F.  H.  and  Leo  F.  Miller.  The  latter 
became  president  on  the  15th  of  July,  1909,  and  J.  Benjamin  Miller,  purchas- 
ing stock  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  became  vice  president.  All  of 
the  stock  is  now  owned  by  the  Miller  brothers.  The  company  started  at  No. 
612  College  avenue  in  a  small  way  and  in  1905  removed  to  No.  470  College 
avenue,  where  they  occupy  the  basement  and  first  floor  of  the  building.  The 
company  does  the  printing  for  the  Wisconsin  Agriculturist  and  conducts  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY  273 

general  jobbing  business,  employing  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  people, 
mostly  skilled  labor.  They  also  do  cataloguing  and  all  kinds  of  commercial 
printing  for  the  large  corporations  of  Racine  and  elsewhere.  Their  business 
has  now  reached  gratifying  proportions  and  theirs  is  today  one  of  the  leading 
printing  establishments  of  the  city. 


PRANK  H.  MILLER. 


Frank  H.  Miller,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Commercial  Press  Company  of 
Racine,  became  one  of  the  owners  of  this  business  on  the  17th  of  August,  1903, 
after  having  previously  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  foreman.  Since  that 
date  he  has  been  active  in  the  management  of  the  concern  and  has  become 
more  and  more  largely  interested  as  a  stockholder.  He  was  bom  in  this  city 
November  24,  1879,  a  son  of  Leo  P.  and  Theresa  (Huck)  Miller.  The  father 
was  likewise  a  native  of  this  city  and  the  mother  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  both 
being  bom  in  the  year  1855.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Nicholas  Miller,  came 
to  Racine  in  1850,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers  and  becoming  one 
of  the  first  merchants,  here  conducting  a  dry  goods  store  and  hotel.  In  early 
life  Leo  P.  Miller  learned  the  painter's  trade  and  became  a  painting  contrac- 
tor, conducting  a  substantial  business  of  that  character.  He  was  also  inter- 
ested and  active  in  public  affairs  and  served  as  supervisor,  while  for  one  year 
he  was  on  the  board  of  public  works.  He  married  Theresa  Huck,  a  daughter 
of  Roman  Huck,  who  brought  his  family  to  Wisconsin  in  pioneer  times.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  P.  Miller  became  members  of  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  church. 

Prank  H.  Miller  was  graduated  from  the  parochial  and  ward  schools  of 
Racine  and  in  his  youthful  days  took  up  the  study  of  telegraphy,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  six  months  but  made  change  in  his  business  career  by  learning  the 
printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Manufacturers'  Printing  Company.  He 
left  that  company  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Commercial  Press  Company,  of 
which  he  was  made  foreman,  occupying  that  position  until  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  business.  Prom  time  to  time  he  increased  his  stock  and  as  op- 
portunity offered  his  brothers  became  stockholders  in  the  concern,  until  the 
Miller  brothers  are  now  sole  proprietors.  They  have  a  well  equipped  estab- 
lishment supplied  with  the  latest  machinery,  presses  and  all  accessories  "for 
the  conduct  of  a  modem  printing  plant  and  their  patronage  is  now  large  and 
gratifying. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1908,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rose 
Huetten,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Rose  (Miller)  Huetten,  who  were  early  set- 
tlers in  this  part  of  the  state.  They  now  have  one  child,  Franklin,  five  years 
of  age.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr. 
Miller  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters  and  with  various  fraternal  organizations  of  a  non-sectarian  nature, 
being  identified  with  the  Elks,  the  Eagles,  the  Moose  and  the  Royal  League. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Racine  Country  Club  and  the  Commercial  Club  and 
manifests  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  city's  development  that  re- 
ceives the  support  of  the  club.    He  is  now  filling  the  position  of  police  com- 
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missioner,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  Mayor  Thiesen  in  April,  1915,  for  a 
term  of  five  years.  In  his  business  career  he  has  made  substantial  advance  as 
the  direct  reward  of  his  own  labors  and  what  he  has  accomplished  represents 
the  fit  utilization  of  the  innate  powers  and  talents  which  are  his. 


LEO  F.  MILLER,  JR. 


Leo  F.  Miller,  Jr.,  president  of  the  Commercial  Press  Company,  was  bom 
in  Racine  on  the  13th  of  March,  1885,  and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive young  business  men  in  this  city,  alert  and  energetic  and  watchful  of 
all  opportunities  pointing  toward  further  prosperity.  He  is  a  brother  of  Frank 
H.  Miller  and  a  son  of  Leo  F.  and  Theresa  Miller,  Sr.,  mentioned  in  connection 
with  his  brother's  sketch  on  another  page  of  this  work.  The  family  were  of 
the  Catholic  faith  and  therefore  he  was  sent  to  St.  Joseph's  parochial  school, 
wherein  he  acquired  his  education.  Afterward  he  secured  the  position  of  time- 
keeper and  bookkeeper  with  the  Racine  Gas  Light  Company  and  remained  an 
employe  of  that  corporation  for  seven  years.  On  the  1st  of  June,  1908,  he 
became  connected  with  the  Commercial  Press  Company,  which  was  organized 
in  1902  and  of  which  his  brother,  F.  H.  Miller,  became  a  stockholder  in  1905. 
Since  that  time  all  of  the  stock  has  been  acquired  by  the  Miller  brothers,  and 
with  the  reorganization  of  the  business  in  1909,  Leo  F.  Miller  became  the  presi- 
dent of  the  company  and  has  so  continued,  bending  his  energies  to  the  further 
development  of  the  business  and  the  extension  of  its  trade  relations. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1912,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ruth 
Mildred  Fairbanks,  of  Racine,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Dorothy.  Holding 
to  the  religious  faith  of  his  ancestors,  Mr.  Miller  is  identified  with  St  Rose 
Catholic  church  and  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  which  draws  its 
membership  only  from  those  of  Catholic  faith.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Elks  and  is  a  member  of  the  Country  Club.  In  politics  he  maintains 
a  non-partisan  attitude,  voting  as  he  thinks  best  without  regard  to  party  affili- 
ation. 


WILLIAM  MEADOWS. 


William  Meadows  is  a  brick  and  tile  manufacturer  of  Burlington  but  leaves 
the  active  management  of  the  business  to  his  sons,  for  he  is  now  well  advanced 
in  years  and  deserves  to  enjoy  the  rest  which'  he  has  truly  earned.  He  was 
bom  in  Lancashire,  England,  July  6,  1833,  a  son  of  Gkorge  and  Elizabeth 
(Greenwood)  Meadows.  The  father,  who  come  of  an  old  English  family,  was 
foreman  of  a  cotton  manufacturing  company  of  England,  where  he  remained 
until  1842,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  at  Burlington  Flats, 
Otsego  county,  New  York,  bringing  the  family  to  the  new  world  the  following 
year.  His  brother  William,  who  was  in  the  same  line  of  business,  accompanied 
him  and  later  they  formed  a  company  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bed 
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ticking,  etc.  They  leased  a  factory  which  had  been  idle  and,  equipping  it,  they 
continued  in  the  business  for  two  years,  after  which  they  removed  to  Borne, 
Oneida  county,  New  York,  where  they  carried  on  business  for  four  and  a  half 
years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  they  suffered  heavy  losses  from  fire.  With 
their  respective  families  they  then  removed  to  Utica  and  in  the  fall  of  1849 
William  Meadows  became  a  resident  of  East  Troy,  Walworth  county,  Wiscon- 
sin. Returning  the  same  fall,  he  brought  his  family  to  this  state  and  his 
brother  accompanied  them.  The  following  spring  George  Meadows  returned 
and  brought  his  family  to  this  state.  William  Meadows  had  located  on  a  farm 
and  George  Meadows  purchased  a  farm  situated  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Bur- 
lington, there  residing  for  four  and  a  half  years.  In  1855,  with  the  building 
of  a  railroad  through  the  district,  he  sold  that  place  and  bought  a  farm  of  three 
hundred  acres  in  the  eastern  part  of  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  making 
his  home  thereon  until  he  retired,  when  he  disposed  of  the  property  to  his  son 
and  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well  earned  rest.  He 
brought  up  his  family  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters  under  strictly  moral 
teachings,  instilling  into  their  minds  the  most  honorable  principles.  He  taught 
them  that  they  must  never  evade  responsibility,  must  at  all  times  live  up  to 
their  agreements  and  must  ever  be  thoroughly  honest  and  reliable,  and  his 
own  career  was  a^n  example  to  them  in  these  respects.  He  died  in  1884  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years. 

William  Meadows,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  was  in  his  ninth  year 
when  he  came  across  the  ocean  with  the  family  to  the  United  States.  He  had 
attended  a  private  school  in  England  and  he  continued  his  education  in  Bome, 
New  York,  and  in  Burlington,  Wisconsin.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  in  the  year  1854,  and  he  then  engaged  in  farm  work 
in  Bacine  county,  two  miles  east  of  Union  Grove.  His  employer  had  been  an 
old  friend  of  the  family  in  England  and  had  come  to  America  some  years  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  Meadows.  While  thus  engaged  William  Meadows 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Abraham  Hayes,  who  later  attained  prominence, 
and  with  James  Wolfington,  and  in  partnership  they  purchased  a  threshing 
machine^at  an  expense  of  three  hundred  dollars,  this  partnership  continuing 
for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr.  Meadows  purchased  the  interests 
of  the  others  and  removed  to  Lyons,  Bacine  county.  He  afterward  sold  the 
old  machine  and  purchased  a  new  threshing  outfit  in  1860  from  the  J.  I.  Case 
Company.  This  he  continued  to  operate  for  fourteen  years  and  was  engaged 
altogether  for  twenty  years  in  that  line  of  work.  In  1865  he  added  the  buying 
of  wool,  which  he  could  carry  on  when  there  was  no  threshing  to  be  done, 
and  he  continued  to  buy  wool  until  1914.  He  conducted  that  business  on  an 
extensive  scale  so  that  at  times  the  value  of  the  wool  which  he  held  would  be 
affected  to  the  extent  of  a  thousand  dollars  by  a  rise  or  fall  of  one  cent  in  price. 
In  1887  he  purchased  the  brick  and  tile  plant  erected  by  Buchan  Brothers  the 
previous  year  and  has  since  owned  the  business,  which  is  located  on  White 
river,  the  outlet  of  Geneva  lake.  The  plant  is  operated  by  steam  power  and 
the  business  is  proving  a  profitable  and  growing  one. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1859,  Mr.  Meadows  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Ann  Armstrong,  who  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  a  daughter  of  John 
Armstrong,  who  was  of  English  birth  and  became  a  jeweler.    He  remained  in 
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h'cland  for  many  years.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meadows  are  as  follows : 
(leorge  Cyrus  has  made  his  home  since  1883  at  Ipswich,  Edmunds  county. 
South  Dakota,  where  he  is  ejigaged  in  banking.  William  John  is  located  in 
Elgin.  Illinois,  where  he  manages  one  of  the  Borden  Condensed  milk  plants. 
Hlizabeth  Jane  is  now  the  wife  of  Richard  Hetherington,  of  East  Orange,  New 
Jersey,  who  is  in  charge  of  one  of  the  Borden  plants  in  New  York  City.  Mrs. 
Meadows  passed  away  in  1912,  after  a  happy  married  life  of  fifty-two  years. 
She  and  her  husband  long  held  membership  in  the  Methodist  church,  of  which 
they  were  most  liberal  supporters. 

The  first  public  office  which  Mr.  Meadows  ever  filled  was  that  of  roadmaster 
ot*  the  town  of  Lyons  and  later  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  school  board. 
He  was  next  elected  chairman  of  the  town  board  of  Lyons  and  as  such  became 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  for  several 
years.  In  1880  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature  and  in  1883  he  was 
elected  an  alternate  to  the  national  convention,  the  other  being  H.  A.  Cooper, 
the  present  congressman,  and  it  was  at  this  convention  that  James  6.  Blaine 
was  nominated.  On  various  other  occasions  Mr.  Meadows  has  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  public  conventions  and  for  two  years  he  filled  the  office  of  councilor 
when  the  city  government  was  formed.  He  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  the  lodge, 
chapter  and  commandery  and  also  to  the  Milwaukee  consistory  and  the  Mystic 
Shrine  in  that  city.  He  has  ever  been  recognized  as  a  good  citizen,  a  devoted 
husband  and  father  and  a  man  of  spotless  character,  who,  having  attained  the 
eighty-third  milestone  on  life's  journey,  can  look  back  over  the  past  without 
regret. 


JABEZ  SPRIGGS. 


Jabez  Spriggs,  a  farmer  residing  near  Kansasville,  represents  one  of  the 
old  families  of  the  county.  He  was  bom  in  Northamptonshire,  England,  April 
26, 1838,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Nursey)  Spriggs,  who  were  likewise  natives 
of  the  same  country,  the  former  born  in  1803  and  the  latter  in  1801.  Their  re- 
spective parents  never  left  that  country,  but  some  years  after  their  marriage 
the  parents  of  Jabez  Spriggs  sailed  for  the  new  world,  arriving  on  American 
shores  in  1848.  Continuing  their  journey  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  they 
settled  at  Burlington,  Wisconsin,  where  they  remained  for  a  year  and  then 
removed  to  Dover  township,  where  Mr.  Spriggs  purchased  about  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  securing  tracts  of  eighty,  forty  and  sixty  acres  at 
different  times.  He  rented  a  place  in  Burlington  before  he  was  able  to  pur- 
chase property,  for  he  was  in  very  straitened  financial  circumstances  when  he 
came  to  this  country  and  it  was  the  hope  of  improving  his  condition  that  led 
him  to  seek  a  home  beyond  the  Atlantic.  His  life  was  characterized  by  dili- 
gence and  determination  and  as  the  years  passed  he  won  a  very  substantial  and 
gratifying  measure  of  success,  becoming  one  of  the  prosperous  as  well  as  pop- 
ular residents  of  his  community.  He  was  well  liked,  winning  friends  where- 
ever  he  was  known,  and  his  upright  and  honorable  career  constituted  an  ex- 
ample well  worthy  of  emulation.    He  engaged  in  preaching  as  a  local  minister 
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of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  hoth  he  and  his  wife  belonged. 
In  politics  he  was  a  republican  and  took  a  firm  stand  in  support  of  abolition 
prior  to  the  time  when  the  republican  party  was  formed.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  bom  eight  children  but  only  two  are  now  living,  Jabez  and  Naomi,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Tye,  of  Griswold,  Iowa. 

Jabez  Spriggs  began  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
country  and  afterward  continued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  of  Dover 
township.  In  1865  he  married  Isabella  Caley,  who  was  born  in  Dover  town- 
ship, a  daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte  (Clague)  Caley,  who  were  natives  of 
the  Isle  of  Man  and  in  1840  arrived  in  Racine  county,  at  which  time  the  father 
entered  a  claim  of  government  land  in  Dover  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spriggs  have  been  bom  two  sons.  Archie  Everett,  bom  December  2,  1865,  is  a 
very  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  Montana,  where  he  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  for  a  number  of  years  and  afterward  as  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor of  the  state.  He  is  now  chairman  of  the  Labor  Union  and  exerts  a 
marked  influence  in  shaping  public  opinion  in  the  northwest.  The  second  son, 
Harvey  J.,  bom  October  8,  1868,  is  living  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Dover 
township  and  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  home  place.  The  sons  were  ac- 
corded liberal  educational  opportunities,  attending  school  in  Dover,  in  Roch- 
ester and  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana. 

Throughout  the  entire  period  of  his  active  connection  with  business  affairs 
Jabez  Spriggs  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  formerly  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land  in  this  county 
and  he  still  owns  one  hundred  acres  situated  near  Kansasville.  He  likewise 
has  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres  of  land  in  Florida.  He  has  always 
raised  good  stock  and  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  busi- 
ness affairs  have  been  wisely  managed  and  his  unremitting  industry,  deter- 
mination and  honorable  dealing  have  proved  salient  features  in  his  growing 
success. 

In  public  affairs,  too,  Mr.  Spriggs  has  been  deeply  and  helpfully  interested 
and  in  politics  he  has  always  given  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  For 
years  he  served  as  elerk  of  the  school  board  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
was  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  connection  he  rendered  decisions  that  were 
strictly  fair  and  impartial.  He  belongs  to  the  Health  Circle  of  the  World  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Red  Cross  Society.  Since  a  youth  of  ten  summers  he 
has  resided  in  this  county  and  he  is  now  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  His  ca- 
reer, upright  and  honorable  at  all  times,  has  commended  him  in  the  confi- 
dence and  goodwill  of  all  and  he  is  numbered  among  the  valued  residents  of 
his  district. 


CLARENCE  A.  McLAUGHLIN.      ^^ 

In  real  estate  circles  Clarence  A.  McLaughlin,  member  of  the  firm  of  Keefe 
&  McLaughlin,  is  well  known,  for  he  has  not  only  negotiated  many  important 
real  estate  transfers  but  is  also  active  in  the  field  of  speculative  building  and 
in  this  way  has  contributed  much  toward  the  improvement  of  the  city,  oper- 
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ating  in  his  building  interests  as  a  member  of  the  Community  Realty  Company. 
He  was  born  in  Racine,  January  24,  1892,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Clara 
(Nagler)  McLaughlin,  the  former  a  native  of  Racine  and  the  latter  of  Osh- 
kosh,  Wisconsin.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Patrick  McLaughlin,  was  bom 
in  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  at  a  very  early  day,  settling 
at  Two  Rivers,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time.  He  afterward  removed 
to  Racine,  where  he  established  a  tannery  and  in  that  business  he  continued 
for  many  years,  his  being  one  of  the  first  enterprises  of  the  character  in  the 
community.  In  his  later  life  he  lived  retired.  His  son  Joseph  learned  and 
followed  the  machinist's  trade.  Having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  he 
married  Clara  Nagler,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Nagler,  who  became  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin.  Mrs.  McLaughlin  passed  away  March 
29,  1915,  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  church,  with  which  Mr.  McLaughlin  is 
also  identified,  being  a  communicant  of  St.  Patrick's. 

Clarence  A.  McLaughlin  attended  the  parochial  and  public  schools  of  Ra- 
cine and  was  graduated  from  the  College  of  Commerce  with  the  class  of  1908. 
He  was  afterward  employed  for  a  short  time  by  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Ma- 
chine Company  and  afterward  became  bookkeeper  for  the  Standard  Electrical 
Company,  which  a  little  later  sold  to  the  McCrum-Howell  Company,  and  Mr. 
McLaughlin  was  made  purchasing  agent.  On  the  Ist.  of  August,  1913,  he 
entered  the  real  estate  business  in  connection  with  H.  S.  Keefe  as  the  firm  of 
Keef  e  &  McLaughlin  at  No.  338  Main  street  and  since  that  time  they  have  con- 
stantly broadened  the  scope  of  their  interests  and  activities.  Not  only  have 
they  handled  real  estate  in  negotiating  property  transfers  but  they  also  or- 
ganized the  Community  Realty  Company  for  the  building  and  sale  of  both 
flats  and  residences.  Of  tjiis  company  Mr.  McLaughlin  is  the  president  with 
Mr.  Keefe  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1915  they  erected  fifteen  buildings 
and  nine  others  are  now  in  the  course  of  construction.  Their  operations  have 
been  attended  with  substantial  success  and  their  eflforts  have  changed  many 
unsightly  vacancies  into  attractive  residence  lots,  upon  which  they  have  built 
homes  in  pleasing  style. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  to  St.  Patrick's 
Catholic  church.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Elks  and  with  the  Conmiercial 
Club  and  in  politics  he  maintains  an  independent  course.  He  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  representative  young  business  men  of  the  city,  being  now  but  twen- 
ty-four years  of  age,  and  already  he  has  attained  a  place  in  real  estate  circles 
that  many  a  man  pf  twice  his  years  might  well  envy. 


JOHN  R.  BAKER. 


John  R.  Baker,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  in  York- 
ville  township,  was  bom  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  Racine  county,  on  the 
20th  of  April,  1847.  His  parents,  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Rowe)  Baker,  were 
born  in  Cornwall,  England,  the  former  in  1817  and  the  latter  in  1816.  Their 
marriage  occurred  in  their  native  land  but  not  long  after  that  event  they 
came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Mount  Pleasant  township.     The 
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father  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  lost,  however,  on  account  of 
an  imperfect  dfeed,  and  subsequently  he  bought  an  eighty  acre  tract  and  a 
forty  acre  tract  in  the  same  township.  He  had  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
in  England  and  his  previous  experience  was  of  great  value  to  him  in  develop- 
ing and  operating  his  farm  in  this  county.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  in  politics  was  a  democrat.  His  death  occurred  in 
Franksville  in  1894.  He  had  survived  his  wife  since  1866.  Previous  to  her 
marriage  she  served  as  lady's  maid,  receiving  excellent  wages  for  that  work. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  only  John  R.  survives. 

The  last  named  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  for  his  education  and  to 
his  father  for  his  training  in  farm  work.  In  1873  he  remoyed  to  his  present 
place,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land  in  York- 
ville  township,  and  as  the  years  have  passed  he  has  made  many  improvements 
upon  the  place.  He  has  also  carefully  conserved  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and, 
following  modem  methods,  harvests  good  crops  annually.  He  also  raises  some 
stock  and  finds  that  business  likewise  profitable. 

Mr.  Baker  was  married  on  the  30th  of  July,  1874,  to  Miss  Sarah  Hamilton, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Hamilton,  an  early  settler  of  Yorkville  township.  Pour 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  but  only  three  survive,  namely : 
Lizzie,  the  wife  of  Harry  Jones,  a  blacksmith  of  Ives  Grove ;  Allie,  the  wife  of 
John  Cripleau,  who  is  connected  with  a  lumberyard  in  Union  Grove;  and 
Irene,  who  married  Peter  Larson,  a  farmer  of  Dover  township.  - 

Mr.  Baker  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  candidates  and  measures  of 
the  republican  party  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  attends 
the  services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  contributes  to  the  support 
of  that  organization.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  choice  of  an 
occupation,  for  he  has  gained  a  competence  and  has  also  found  farming  con- 
genial. He  is  widely  known  throughout  the  county  and  his  personal  friends 
are  many. 


NELS  JOHNSON. 


For  more  than  a  third  of  a  century  Nels  Johnson  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  coal,  wood  and  coke  trade  in  Racine  and  the  volume  of  business  which 
he  has  built  up  has  made  the  undertaking  a  very  prosperous  one.  He  has  lived 
in  this  city  since  1870.  He  was  bom  in  Denmark  on  the  16th  of  March,  1844, 
and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Caroline  (Nelson)  Johnson,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  Denmark  and  in  1870  came  to  the  United  States,  being  brought 
hither  by  their  son.  He  had  acquired  his  education  in  the  Danish  schools  and 
in  1864  made  his  first  voyage  to  the  United  States  but  did  not  remain  perma- 
nently. He  joined  the  United  States  ship  Britannia  and  from  Shields,  Eng- 
land, sailed  around  the  world.  He  afterward  came  to  this  country  on  the  bark 
Nova  Scotia  and  sailed  on  the  east  coast  until  1870,  when  he  returned  to  Den- 
mark and  brought  his  parents  to  the  new  world,  the  family  home  being  estab- 
lished in  Racine.  Through  the  four  succeeding  years  he  sailed  on  the  Lakes 
but  in  1874  severed  his  connection  with  navigation  interests  and  returned  to 
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Racine,  where  he  has  since  been  permanently  located.  Here  in  1880  he  organ- 
ized the  coal  and  wood  business  in  which  he  has  since  engaged  and  he  also 
handles  coke.  He  has  a  tract  of  land  three  hundred  and  ten  by  one  hundred 
feet  on  which  are  located  his  yards,  his  office  and  his  home.  He  has  built  up 
the  business  to  gratifying  proportions  and  it  is  one  of  the  profitable  concerns 
of  the  kind  in  Racine.  At  a  former  period  he  was  also  owner  of  two  boats, 
the  ^lonitor  and  Silver  Lake,  both  of  which  were  sunk.  After  retiring  from 
the  life  of  a  sailor  he  became  a  member  of  the  first  crew  of  the  volunteer  life 
saving  service  and  so  continued  from  1876  until  1880,  when  he  established  his 
present  business  interests. 

In  1872  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  K.  Johnson,  who  was  bom 
in  Denmark,  and  they  have  three  children :  Alwilda,  the  wife  of  Robert  Mon- 
roe, of  Racine ;  Fred,  living  in  New  York  city ;  and  Arthur,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  business. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  both  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  and*  encampment,  with  the 
Danish  Brotherhood  and  with  the  Danish  Society.  In  politics  he  maintains  an 
independent  course,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment.  His  has 
been  an  active  and  useful  life  which  has  brought  him  wide  and  interesting  ex- 
periences, while  his  unfailing  industry  and  close  application  along  commer- 
cial lines  have  won  for  him  the  satisfactory  results  that  place  him  among  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  Racine. 


HENRY  S.  KEEFE. 


Henry  S.  Keefe,  whose  extensive  and  important  operations  in  the  field  of 
real  estate  have  won  him  prominence  and  success,  is  accounted  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  enterprising  young  business  men  of  Racine,  his  native  city. 
He  w^as  born  April  19,  1883,  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Budd)  Keefe,  the 
former  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The  former  was  a 
son  of  Mathew  Keefe,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  on  leaving  the  Emerald  isle 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  residing  for  a  time  in  Vermont,  and 
then  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Racine  of  1843.  Here  he  engaged  in 
the  teaming  business.  John  Keefe,  his  son,  was  but  an  infant  when  the  family 
came  to  the  west  and  in  this  city  he  learned  and  followed  the  machinist's 
trade,  remaining  active  in  the  business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1897.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Captain  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Budd, 
who  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  who  became  early  residents  of  Racine.  The 
father  was  a  captain  on  the  Lakes  in  early  life  and  commanded  the  Kate  Kelly, 
of  w^hich  he  was  part  owner.  Mrs.  Keefe  passed  away  ere  the  death  of  her 
husband,  her  demise  occurring  in  1896.  They  had  seven  children,  namely: 
Mary,  who  belongs  to  an  order  of  nuns  of  the  Catholic  church;  Henry  S.,  of 
this  review;  Matthew,  who  is  in  the  service  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing 
Machine  Company;  Timothy,  in  the  employ  of  the  Racine  Rubber  Company; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy;  Jeannette,  who  is  also  a  Catholic  sister;  and 
Margaret,  at  home. 
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In  St.  Patrick's  parochial  school  Henry  S.  Keefe  mastered  the  elementary 
branches  of  learning  and  also  attended  the  Washington  ward  school,  subse- 
quent to  which  time  he  pursued  a  course  in  the  Casterton  Business  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1901.  He  afterward  attended  the  Marquette 
University  for  two  years  and  there  studied  commercial  law  and  economics. 
He  was  thus  well  trained  for  life's  practical  and  responsible  duties.  Upon 
his  return  home  he  was  employed  for  a  short  time  by  the  Rice  Machinery  Com- 
pany and  was  afterward  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  in 
the  costs  and  purchasing  department  for  eight  years,  his  long  connection  with 
that  corporation  plainly  indicating  his  capability  and  trustworthiness.  He 
was  afterward  with  the  Standard  Electric  Company  as  purchasing  agent  and 
for  a  year  and  a  half  was  identified  with  the  McCrum-Howell  Company.  Later 
he  took  charge  of  their  plant  at  Milwaukee  and  for  a  time  was  in  charge  of  the 
plant  of  the  same  firm  in  Chicago.  In  1913  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Clarence  A.  McLaughlin,  under  the  firm  name  of  Keefe  &  McLaughlin,  and 
established  a  real  estate  business.  They  have  since  operated  successfully 
along  that  line  and  have  built  up  a  business  of  large  and  gratifying  propor- 
tions. In  February,  1915,  they  organized  the  Community  Realty  Company,  of 
which  Mr.  Keefe  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer  with  Mr.  McLaughlin  as  the 
president  and  this  company  has  erected  a  number  of  houses  and  flats  for  sale, 
the  number  having  reached  fifteen  in  1915,  with  nine  others  in  course  of  con- 
struction in  1916^  and  thus  their  business  is  attended  with  substantial  success. 
They  are  meeting  a  need  for  moderate  priced  residences,  which  they  build  in 
attractive  style  of  architecture  with  all  of  the  latest  conveniences  and  equip- 
ments. They  also  conduct  an  insurance  and  loan  department  and  their  pat- 
ronage is  most  gratifying. 

Mr.  Keefe  does  not  ally  himself  with  any  political  party  but  maintains  an 
independent  course.  He  belongs  to  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  church,  to  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  of  which  he  is  grand  knight,  to  the  Benevolent  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Commercial  Club  and  is  much  interested  in  all  those  plans  which  have 
for  their  object  the  development  and  benefit  of  the  city,  especially  in  the  ex-- 
tension  of  its  business  relations.  His  own  efforts  are  an  element  in  the  city's 
improvement  and  as  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  he  has  builded  wisely 
and  well. 


HENRY  C.  WIEGAND. 


Henry  C.  Wiegand  is  today  one  of  the  oldest  jewelry  merchants  in  Racine 
in  years  of  connection  with  the  trade,  having  established  his  store  about  1896. 
Throughout  the  intervening  period  the  establishment  has  largely  set  the 
standard  for  activity  in  this  line  in  the  city,  for  he  carries  a  large  and  at- 
tractive  stock  and  his  business  methods  are  such  as  will  bear  the  closest  in- 
vestigation and  scrutiny.  Born  in  Racine  on  the  1st  of  May,  1872,  he  is  a  son 
of  Conrad  and  Anna  (Haas)  Wiegand,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many, whence  they  came  to  the  new  world,  arriving  in  Racine  in  the  late  '50s. 
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The  father  was  a  miller  by  trade  and  devoted  his  entire  life' to  work  of  that 
kind,  passing  away  about  1898.  His  widow  survives  and  is  now  eighty  years 
of  age. 

Henry  C.  Wiegand  attended  the  parochial  school  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church  and  also  the  public  schools  of  Racine,  and  when  his  textbooks  were  put 
aside  began  preparation  for  a  business  career  by  learning  the  jewelry  trade, 
being  employed  by  C.  C.  Lovell  and  later  by  James  W.  Spence.  In  those  con- 
nections he  thoroughly  acquainted  himself  with  the  business  and  about  1896, 
having  in  the  meantime  carefully  saved  his  earnings,  he  embarked  in  the 
jewelry  business  on  his  own  account  in  connection  with  Herman  Proehl,  who 
was  a  music  dealer.  Three  years  later  Mr.  Wiegand  bought  out  his  partner \s 
interest  and  his  brother,  Charles  A.  Wiegand,  came  into  the  firm.  This  associa- 
tion has  since  been  maintained  and  the  Wiegand  Brothers*  jewelry  store  at  No. 
420  Main  street  is  one  of  the  oldest  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  city. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1898,  Mr.  Wiegand  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Anna  Burkert,  of  Racine,  her  parents  being  Gteorge  and  Sophia  Burkert, 
early  settlers  of  this  city.  By  occupation  the  father  is  a  machinist.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wiegand  now  have  three  children,  Henry  B.,  Emil  C,  and  Sophia  Anna, 
who  are  sixteen,  fourteen  and  eleven  years  of  age  respectively.  The  parents 
are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  in  social  circles  they  occupy 
an  enviable  position.  Mr.  Wiegand  belongs  to  the  Deutscher  Club  and  Deut- 
scher  Maenner  Verein  and  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  in  politics  maintains 
an  independent  attitude,  voting  for  men  and  measures  rather  than  party.  He 
has  made  an  excellent  record  in  business  circles  and  possesses  in  large  meas- 
ure that  quality  which  for  want  of  a  better  term  has  been  called  commercial 
sense.  In  a  word,  he  recognizes  the  value  of  opportunity  and  readily  discrimi- 
nates between  the  essential  and  the  non-essential  in  all  those  things  which  bear 
upon  the  development  and  success  of  the  trade. 


JOHN  STOFFEL. 


A  notable  business  record  is  that  of  John  Stoffel,  who  for  forty-one  years 
has  been  at  the  head  of  a  cigar  factory  in  Racine  and  today  has  the  largest 
establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  city.  His  commercial  career  is  as  an  open 
book  which  all  may  read.  His  trade  has  developed  along  legitimate  lines  of 
business  and  his  success  has  been  builded  upon  honorable  methods  and  the 
excellence  of  the  product  turned  out  by  the  factory.  Mr.  Stoflfel  was  bom  in 
Racine,  April  10,  1855,  a  son  of  Nicholas  J.  and  Juliana  Maria  (Schmidt) 
Stoflfel,  born  respectively  in  Neierkirch  and  Leidneck,  in  the  district  of  Koblenz, 
Germany,  where  they  were  married.  At  an  early  age  they  came  to  the  United 
States  and  Mr.  Stoflfel  engaged  in  the  cooperage  business  in  Racine,  devoting 
ten  or  fifteen  years  to  that  line  of  work.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company,  with  which  he  was  continuously  con- 
nected until  his  retirement  from  active  business.  He  died  about  ten  years  ago 
and  in  his  passing  the  community  lost  a  substantial  citizen. 
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John  Stoffel  obtained  his  education  in  the  German  Lutheran  school  and 
iitterward  was  employed  in  a  sash,  door  and  blind  factory  for  seven  or  eight 
years.  Subsequently  he  spent  a  few  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Case  Thresh- 
injr  Machine  Company,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  with  the  capital  which  he 
had  saved  from  his  earnings,  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
organizing  the  John  Stoffel  cigar  factory  forty-one  years  ago.  In  this  connec- 
tion he  has  developed  a  large  business,  in  fact  has  the  most  extensive  cigar 
manufactory  in  Racine,  employing  about  eighteen  men.  He  built  his  own 
plant  at  No.  1436  North  Erie  street  and  his  factory  is  well  equipped  with  the 
latest  improved  devices  and  machinery  for  carrying  on  the  work.  He  has  also 
engaged  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  the  real  estate  business  and  has  bought, 
erected  and  sold  many  buildings,  now  owning  a  number  of  buildings  in  the 
city. 

It  was  about  forty-one  years  ago  that  Mr.  Stoffel  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Christensen,  a  native  of  Denmark  and  a  daughter  of  Soren  and  Marian  (Jen- 
sen) Christensen,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day  and  took  up 
a  homestead  in  South  Dakota,  where  they  lived  for  forty  years.  Both  have 
now  passed  away.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs  Stoffel  are  seven  children: 
Albert  Jacob,  who  is  associated  in  business  with  his  father  and  is  traveling  for 
the  company ;  Ida,  the  wife  of  Ole  Olsen,  of  Racine ;  Elma,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen ;  Mattie,  the  deceased  Wife  of  Archie  Langlois ;  Louise,  the  wife  of 
Alexander  H.  Anderson,  a  clothing  merchant  of  Racine;  John,  a  resident  of 
Detroit,  Michigan;  and  Lena,  the  wife  of  Herbert  Warner,  of  Racine.  The 
family  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Stoffel  has  a 
fine  residence,  which  he  greeted,  and  he  has  fornid  his  greatest  delight  in  his 
success  in  that  it  enables  him  to  provide  an  attractive  home  and  the  comforts 
of  life  for  his  family. 

In  politics  he  is  a  republican  but  votes  for  men  and  measures  rather  than 
party.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  the  public  welfare  and  for  two  terms 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  agitate  the 
question  of  securing  a  police  patrol  and  after  the  bill  was  passed  he  and  other 
supporters  thereof  purchased  a  team  of  horses,  which  was  used  on  the  police 
patrol  for  fourteen  years.  Mr.  Stoffel  does  everything  in  his  power  to  support 
the  best  interests  of  the  community,  his  influence  being  always  on  the  side  of 
improvement  and  progress.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Traveling  Men's 
Protective  Association  and  he  is  well  known  in  commercial  circles,  enjoying 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  colleagues  and  contemporaries. 


PRANK  J.  LUXEM. 


Frank  J.  Luxem,  representing  commercial  interests  of  Racine  as  a  whole- 
sale dealer  in  fruits,  was  bom  September  25,  1871,  in  the  city  in  which  he  still 
resides,  his  parents  being  Jacob  and  Mary  (Kemmer)  Luxem.  The  father, 
who  was  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  came  to  the  new  world  in  early  life, 
establishing  his  home  in  Racine  in  pioneer  times.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
was  proprietor  of  the  leading  hotel  of  the  city  but  afterward  entered  the  em- 
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ploy  of  A.  P.  Dickey,  with  whom  he  remained  for  thirty-two  years  as  a  pal- 
tern  maker,  retiring  from  business  about  two  years  prior  to  his  death.  During 
that  period  of  leisure  he  took  a  trip  to  Germany  and  on  the  6th  of  October. 
1901,  he  passed  away,  his  remains  being  interred  in  St.  Joseph  cemetery  of 
Racine.  His  widow,  also  a  native  of  Bavaria,  is  living  in  Racine  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

Frank  J.  Luxem  obtained  his  education  in  St.  Joseph's  parochial  school  and 
in  the  Washington  public  school  and  in  1888,  when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years, 
entered  the  employ  of  Hanley  Brothers,  grocers,  with  whom  he  continued  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  until  1914.  During  that  period  he  had 
spent  twelve  years  with  them  in  the  wholesale  fruit  business.  They  closed  out 
their  retail  grocery  and  concentrated  their  efforts  upon  wholesale  dealing  in 
groceries  and  fruit,  Mr.  Luxem  being  connected  with  the  latter  department 
from  1902  until  1914,  while  Ed  Hanley  had  charge  of  the  grocery  department 
during  the  year  in  which  it  was  maintained.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  however, 
they  discontinued  the  grocery  and  Mr.  Luxem  remained  in  charge  of  the  whole- 
sale fruit  store.  During  that  period  of  twelve  years  he  converted  the  old 
Slasson  planing  mill  into  one  of  the  best  wholesale  houses  in  the  state,  putting 
in  various  rooms  and  also  installing  a  thirty-five  ton  ice  machine.  In  1914  he 
resigned  his  position  and  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  at  No.  914 
Prospect  street  in  a  one  story  building.  After  four  months,  however,  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  larger  quarters  and  removed  to  1200  Milwaukee  avenue,  where 
he  continued  until  April,  1915.  He  then  bought  out  the  Hanley  Brothers  Com- 
pany and  today  has  a  very  large  plant,  together  with  a  feed  bam  on  North 
Wisconsin  street.  He  conducts  an  extensive  business  as  a  wholesaler  of  fruit, 
his  trade  covering  a  wide  territory,  while  his  capable  management  enables  him 
to  secure  a  good  income  from  his  sales. 

In  1901  Mr.  Luxem  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  McPherson  and  they  have 
many  friends  in  this  city.  In  politics  he  maintains  a  non-partisan  course  and 
has  never  been  ambitious  to  hold  ofiBce.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  always  pre- 
ferred to  concentrate  his  efforts  upon  his  business  affairs  and  Racine  numbers 
him  among  her  prosperous  and  successful  self-made  merchants.  There  have 
been  no  spectacular  phases  in  his  business  career  but  the  steady  advancement 
which  results  from  indefatigable  energy,  from  faithfulness,  reliability  and  en- 
terprise. 


JULIUS  JAPPE. 


Commercial  enterprise  in  Racine  finds  admirable  expression  in  the  business 
history  of  Julius  Jappe,  who  since  1911  has  successfully  conducted  a  jewelry 
store  and  now  enjoys  a  substantial  and  gratifying  trade.  He  has  also  been 
active  in  political  circles  and  otherwise  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was  bom  in  Denmark,  December  25,  1860,  a  son  of  Carl  and 
Mary  Jappe,  and  after  spending  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his 
native  country  he  came  to  the  United  States  on  attaining  his  majority,  arriv- 
ing on  the  1st  of  June,  1881.    He  did  not  tarry  on  the  Atlantic  coast  but  made 
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his  way  at  once  into  the  interior,  settling  in  Racine.  Having  previously 
learned  the  jeweler's  trade,  he  here  secured  a  position  with  James  Spence 
and  afterward  was  employed  by  H.  J.  Smith,  but  it  was  his  ambition  to  engage 
in  business  on  his  own  account  and  with  that  end  in  view  he  practiced  both 
industry  and  frugality  until  his  savings  were  suflBcient  to  enable  him  to  estab- 
lish business  for  himself  in  1911,  in  which  year  he  opened  his  jewelry  store  at 
No.  213  Sixth  street.  He  has  since  carefully  conducted  the  business  and  his 
close  application,  his  diligence  and  determination  are  proving  salient  features 
in  the  development  of  his  trade. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1906,  Mr.  Jappe  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Johanna  Weber,  of  Milwaukee.  They  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church 
and  in  this  city  have  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends.  Mr.  Jappe  also  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  to  the  Dania  Society  and  to  the  Commercial  Club. 
He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
republican  party  and  has  served  on  the  coxmty  committee,  doing  everything 
in  his  power  to  promote  the  growth  and  insure  the  success  of  the  party  because 
of  his  firm  belief  in  the  fact  that  its  principles  contain  the  best  elements  of 
good  government.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determination  to 
come  to  the  new  world,  for  he  here  found  the  opportunities  which  he  sought 
and  through  their  utilization  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  until  he 
now  occupies  a  creditable  place  in  the  commercial  circles  of  Racine. 


HENRY  P.  JDHNSON. 


There  is  probably  no  better  known  or  more  highly  esteemed  citizen  resid- 
ing in  Norway  township  than  Henry  P.  Johnson,  whose  farm  is  on  section  12. 
He  was  bom  in  an  old  log  house  in  that  township  March  5,  1860,  and  is  a  son 
of  Die  and  Julia  (Beckjord)  Johnson,  both  natives  of  Norway.  In  that  coun- 
try his  paternal  grandfather,  John  Johnson,  spent  his  entire  life.  r>?e  John- 
son was  bom  Pebruary  2,  1808,  and  was  thirty  years  of  age  on  com  n  g  to  the 
United  States  in  1838.  He  first  located  in  Chicago,  where  he  worked  I  :for  some 
time,  and  there  he  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Beckjord.  On  leavinf  that  city 
he  removed  to  Racine,  where  he  worked  on  the  harbor  for  some  tine  but  in 
1842  took  up  eighty  acres  of  government  land  in  Norway  township.  As  the 
time  passed  and  he  prospered  in  his  farming  operations  he  added  to  his  prop- 
erty and  the  success  which  attended  his  efforts  was  due  to  his  own  industry 
and  economy,  for  he  had  nothing  on  coming  to  this  locality  but  was  able  to 
leave  his  family  in  good  financial  circumstances.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Lutheran  church  and  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  His 
well  spent  life  was  ended  July  17,  1902,  and  his  wife  passed  away  on  the 
15th  of  April,  1881.  They  had  a  family  of  eleven  children  but  only  six  are  now 
living,  namely :  John,  who  is  living  retired  in  Park  Palls,  Wisconsin ;  Peter,  a 
farmer  of  Nebraska ;  Charles,  a  resident  of  Norway  township ;  Caroline,  who  is 
living  with  her  brother  Charles ;  Henry  P. ;  and  Sarah,  who  is  also  living  with 
Charles. 

Henry  P.  Johnson  is  indebted  to  the  common  schools  of  Racine  county  for 
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th^  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed  during  his  boyhood  and  youth  and  when 
not  in  school  he  devoted  his  time  to  the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Norway  and  Raymond  town- 
ships, upon  which  he  has  made  all  the  improvements,  including  a  good  and 
substantial  residence,  and  in  connection  with  general  farming  he  does  some 
dairying.  He  keeps  a  good  grade  of  Holstein  cattle  and  is  meeting  with  well 
merited  success  in  his  operations. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1887,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Caroline  Nelson,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Raymond  township,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  four  children:  Orville,  Benjamin,  Harold  and  Clarence, 
all  at  home.  In  religious  faith  the  family  are  Lutherans  and  the  republican 
party  finds  in  Mr.  Johnson  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles.  His  fellow 
citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  have  called  upon  him  to  serve  in 
severaPlfmportant  public  positions,  including  that  of  supervisor,  and  he  has 
been  chairman  of  the  town  board  for  seven  years.  For  thirty-one  years  he 
was  also  on  the  school  board  and  he  is  now  a  trustee  of  the  asylum.  His  pub- 
lic duties  have  ever  been  performed  in  a  most  commendable  manner  and  he 
well  merits  the  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in  him.  Fraternally  he  belongs 
to  the  United  Order  of  Foresters  at  Raymond  and  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
at  Racine. 


WILLIAM  H.  SHEPHARD. 

Among  the  newly  established  business  enterprises  of  Racine  is  that  of  the 
Shephard  Plating  Company,  which  was  organized  December  26,  1913,  succeed- 
ing to  the  business  of  South,  Barrell  &  Shephard,  electro  platers,  which  firm 
was  organized  in  1910.  This  business  is  located  at  No.  136  Main  street  and 
is  one  of  the  fast  growing,  successful  enterprises  of  the  city.  Actively 
connected  with  its  development  is  William  H.  Shephard,  who  was  born  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1873.  After  obtaining  a  public  school 
education  there  he  learned  the  polishing,  plating  and  buffing  trade,  starting  in 
the  work  in  1886.  Gradually  he  acquainted  himself  with  the  business,  in 
which  he  attained  marked  proficiency,  winning  promotion  from  time  to  time 
until  in  1898  he  was  given  charge  of  the  Western  Wheel  Works  in  Chicago. 
He  resigned  that  position  in  1899  to  become  manager  of  the  Bagley  Plating 
Works,  in  which  connection  he  remained  until  1901.  He  then  had  charge  of 
the  Howell  factory  at  Harvard,  Illinois,  for  six  months  and  afterward  occu- 
pied other  positions  before  coming  to  Racine  in  1910,  in  which  year  he  became 
a  partner  and  organizer  of  the  firm  of  South,  Barrell  &  Shephard,  electro 
platers.  Business  was  conducted  under  that  style  until  December  26,  1913. 
when  the  Shephard  Plating  Company  was  organized.  They  do  every  class 
of  electric  plating  and  polishing  and  furnish  employment  to  eight  people  who 
are  skilled  workmen.  Their  business  is  located  at  No.  136  Main  street  and 
they  have  gained  a  liberal  patronage,  making  the  undertaking  a  profitable 
one.    They  do  work  for  many  large  factories  and  also  considerable  job  work. 

In  1897  Mr.  Shephard  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rose  Van  Wie,  of 
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Racine,  Wisconsin,  her  father  being  David  Van  Wie,  an*  early  settler  of  this 
city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shephard  have  two  children:  Floyd,  a  high  school  stu- 
dent, and  Juanita.  In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Shephard  is  an  Odd  Fellow 
and  has  many  friends  among  the  representatives  of » that  organization,  to  the 
teachings  of  which  he  is  most  loyal.  In  politics  he  maintains  an  independent 
course,  but  is  interested  in  all  matters  of  citizenship  and  co-operates  in  many 
movements  which  are  matters  of  civic  worth  and  pride. 


WALTER  CURTIS  PALMER. 

The  various  interests  and  activities  of  life  maintain  a  splendid  balance  in 
Walter  Curtis  Palmer,  an  able  and  successful  lawyer  and  judge,  ^n  enter- 
prising business  man,  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  a  faithful  friend.  He  works 
well  and  plays  well.  He  has  the  power  of  concentration,  which  enables  him 
to  put  aside  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  business  when  business  hours  are 
over  and  turn  with  equal  zest  to  those  activities  and  interests  which  relieve 
the  stress  and  strain  of  professional  and  commercial  life  and  constitute  the 
upbuilding  forces  which  qualify  the  individual  for  the  labors  of  the  succeeding 
day.  Mr.  Palmer  was  widely  known  as  senior  partner  in  the  law  firm  of 
Palmer  &  Gittings,  but  severed  that  connection  January  1,  1914,  on  taking  his 
seat  on  the  bench  as  county  judge.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the  Racine  Build- 
ing &  Loan  Association,  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Racine,  a 
stockholder  in  other  corporations,  and  a  member  of  various  lodges. 

Racine  county,  therefore,  is  proud  to  number  him  among  her  native  sons. 
He  was  bom  in  Waterford,  October  8,  1858,  his  parents  being  Nelson  H.  and 
Sarah  N.  (Curtis)  Palmer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York,  as  was 
the  paternal  grandfather,  who,  during  the  period  of  pioneer  development  in 
Wisconsin,  established  his  home  in  this  state,  devoting  his  life  to  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  he  established  his  home  in  Waterford,  whore  he  passed 
away  when  well  advanced  in  years.  His  family  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
included  Nelson  H.  Palmer,  who,  on  arriving  at  years  of  maturity,  wedded 
Sarah  N.  Curtis,  a  daughter  of  William  Curtis,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  a 
building  contractor  of  Oswego,  New  York.  He  wedded  Betsy  Galpin  and  when 
on  a  visit  in  Wisconsin  passed  away.  His  widow  afterward  decided  to  make 
her  home  in  Racine  county  and  died  in  Waterford  at  the  notable  age  of  ninety 
years.  Mr.  Curtis  was  the  builder  of  the  first  Kingsford  starch  factory  and 
constructed  many  public  and  private  buildings  during  his  residence  in  Oswego, 
New  York.    His  sons  became  his  business  associates  and  all  attained  success. 

During  the  period  of  his  early  manhood  Nelson  H.  Palmer  was  employed 
in  a  woolen  mill  in  New  York  and  following  his  arrival  in  Waterford,  Wiscon- 
sin, in  1838,  engaged  in  carpentering  for  a  short  time.  He  afterward  took  up 
the  milling  business  and  still  later  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising.  His 
recognized  ability  led  to  his  selection  for  various  positions  of  honor  and  trust 
and  at  all  times  he  was  a  representative  and  valued  citizen  of  his  community, 
his  life  conforming  to  his  professions  as  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church.    He  died  in  November,  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.    Their 
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family  numbered  two  sons  and  five  daughters:  Charles  N.,  living  in  Clyde, 
Illinois ;  Walter  C. ;  Minnie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  James  P.  Malone,  of  West  Allis, 
Wisconsin ;  Nellie  B.,  the  widow  of  Chauncey  Lahatchka,  of  Racine ;  Satie  K, 
the  wife  of  Samuel  E.  Chapman,  of  Payette,  Idaho ;  and  Mattie  and  Lelia.  both 
of  Racine. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  Waterford,  Walter  C.  Palmer  became 
a  student  in  Rochester  Seminary  and  subsequently  studied  law  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin  at  Madison,  being  graduated  with  the  class  of  1881.  He  had 
also  read  law  with  Justice  John  B.  Winslow,  the  present  chief  justice  of  the 
Wisconsin  supreme  court,  as  his  preceptor  and  in  1881  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  Upon  his  return  home  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  and 
also  assisted  his  father  along  mercantile  lines.  He  was  first  called  to  public 
office  when,  in  1886,  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  occupying  the  position  for 
four  years.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1891,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  C. 
Gittings  and  the  firm  of  Palmer  &  Gittings  for  years  maintained  a  highly 
creditable  position  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  legal  firms  of  the  city,  their 
practice  being  of  a  very  extensive  and  important  character,  but  the  partner- 
ship terminated  January  1,  1914,  when  Mr.  Palmer  became  county  judge.  He 
has  won  for  himself  very  favorable  criticism  for  the  careful  and  systematic 
methods  which  he  has  followed.  He  has  keen  insight  and  remarkable  powers 
of  concentration  and  his  retentive  mind  often  excites  the  praise  of  his  col- 
leagues. His  comprehensive  knowledge  of  law  is  manifest  and  his  application 
of  legal  principles  demonstrates  the  wide  range  of  his  professional  acquire- 
ment, while  his  fairness  and  impartiality  are  above  question. 

Although  he  gives  the  closest  attention  to  his  judicial  duties  Judge  Palmer 
yet  finds  time  to  devote  to  important  business  affairs.  In  1891  he  promoted 
and  organized  the  Racine  Building  &  Loan  Association,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  financial  concerns  of  the  city,  and  served  as  its  secretary  until 
he  took  office  as  judge  on  the  1st  of  January,  1914.  He  has  since  been  presi- 
dent of  the  company,  of  which  he  is  also  a  director,  and  he  is  likewise  presi- 
dent of  the  White  Bupk  Hardware  Company.  He  is  a  stockholder  and  director 
in  the  First  National  Bank,  in  the  management  of  whose  affairs  he  is  active, 
and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Racine  City  Bank,  the  Farmers  and  Merchants 
Bank,  the  Racine  Shoe  Company  and  the  Chicago  Rubber  Clothing  Company. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1889,  Mr.  Palmer  wedded  Miss  Abigail  H.  Williams, 
a  native  of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor  (Jones)  Williams, 
who  were  born  in  Wales  and  on  coming  to  America,  forty  years  ago,  settled  in 
Racine,  where  Mr.  Williams  passed  away  after  working  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  for  several  years.  His  wife  survived  him  for  some  time  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  only  daughter,  Mrs.  Palmer.  The  only  son  of  the  family,  WiUiam 
R.  Williams,  is  now  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles,  California.  Mrs.  Palmer  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  is  a  most  charming  hostess,  presiding 
with  graciousness  over  her  hospitable  home. 

Mr.  Palmer  has  long  been  recognized  as  an  active  worker  in  republican 
ranks,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  success  of  the  party.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Racine  Commercial  Club  and  has  membership  in  Belle  City  Lodge, 
No.  92,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Racine  Lodge,  No.  32,  K.  P. ;  Lakeside  Camp,  No.  379. 
M.  W.  A.,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member;  Racine  Lodge,  No.  220,  R.  A.,  and 
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the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  His  position  is  ever  that  of  leader- 
ship and  in  all  his  different  relations  he  has  become  a  molder  of  public  thought 
and  opinion.  He  has  that  quality  which,  for  want  of  a  better  term,  has  been 
called  personal  magnetism,  and  a  spirit  of  justice,  a  sense  of  right  and  a  recog- 
nition of  his  obligations  to  others  are  among  the  dominant  qualities  in  his 
makeup. 


JAMES  D.  BLACK. 


James  D.  Black,  deceased,  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Racine  and 
_such  were  his  sterling  qualities  that  he  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  high  regard 
of  many  with  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact.  He  was  born  in  Winchester, 
Virginia,  February  14,  1844,  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Stipe)  Black. 
The  father  was  a  son  of  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812  and  was  of  Scotch  descent. 
He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  and  in  June,  1844,  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Marseilles,  Illinois,  where  he  lived  for  about  a  year  and  then  went 
to  Ogle  county,  'Illinois,  where  for  thirty  years  he  engaged  in  blacksmithing. 
He  there  passed  away  in  1887,  as  did  his  wife,  who,  like  her  husband,  was  bom 
in  Winchester,  Virginia,  and  was  the  daughter  of  a  veteran  of  the  War  of  1812. 

James  D.  Black  was  but  an  infant  when  taken  to  Illinois  and  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Ogle  county  pursued  his  education.  When  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  began  serving  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  but  after  a 
little  time  decided  on  another  occupation  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
in  which  he  engaged  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  a 
youth  of  but  seventeen  years  when,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1861,  at  Mount 
Morris,  Ogle  county,  he  enlisted  for  active  service  at  the  front  as  a  member  of 
Company  H,  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Camp 
Butler  in  September  of  that  year  and  under  command  of  Colonel  E.  N.  Kirk 
the  regiment  went  to  Cincinnati  in  order  to  protect  that  city  against  the  troops 
under  General  Kirby  Smith.  With  his  command  Mr.  Black  afterward  went 
to  Louisville  and  then  through  the  northern  part  of  Kentucky  and  on  south- 
ward, watching  the  movements  of  the  Confederate  troops  and  taking  part  in 
several  skirmishes.  At  Green  River  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Fifth 
Brigade  under  General  Wood  and  the  Second  Division  under  General  Alex- 
ander McCook,  and  in  that  connection  Mr.  Black  served  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
the  siege  of  Corinth,  the  engagement  at  Farmington  and  fought  Morgan's  men 
at  Clayville.  He  was  also  in  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  Mission  Ridge,  Tunnel 
Hill,  Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca,  Dallas,  New  Hope  Church,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Peach  Tree  Creek  and  Atlanta  and  later  went  with  Sherman  on  the  cele- 
brated march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  while  subsequently  he  was  in  action  at 
Bentonville,  North  Carolina.  He  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Wash- 
ington, where  the  victorious  Union  troops  marched  down  Pennsylvania  avenue 
and  passed  the  stand  on  which  the  president  reviewed  the  army.  For  bravery 
in  action  Mr.  Black  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  in  1862  and 
was  so  discharged  at  Chicago  with  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  1866  Mr.  Black  returned  to  Ogle  county  and  in  1868  removed  to  Mar- 
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shalltown,  Iowa,  but  after  a  year  returned  to  Shannon,  Illinois,  and  two  years 
later  entered  the  employ  of  the  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company.  In  1876  he  re- 
moved to  Racine,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  car  department,  continuing 
there  for  several  years.  He  afterward  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  but 
still  later  resumed  railroad  work  as  an  employe  of  the  Northwestern,  with 
which  corporation  he  continued  for  eight  or  ten  years. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1874,  Mr.  Black  was  married  to  Miss  Sophronia  Chitty, 
a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Chitty,  a  United  Brethren  minister.  They  became 
parents  of  three  children.  Oscar  H.  is  a  clerk  in  the  postoffice  at  Cooper  Sta- 
tion. Arthur  E.  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real  estate  business.  He  mar- 
ried Grace  A.  Simms,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  and  has  one  child,  Virginia 
Catherine.  Mildred  is  the  wife  of  Phillip  Heibering,  of  Racine,  and  thev 
have  one  son,  James.  Mr.  Black  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
exemplified  in  his  life  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft.  He  passed  away  in 
1906.  Mrs.  Black  still  resides  in  Racine.  She  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
the  Women's  Relief  Corps  of  Racine  in  1885,  has  served  as  president  and  has 
held  offices  continuously  since  its  organization.  She  is  interested  in  all  patriotic 
movements  that  tend  to  the  betterment  of  the  community.  She  possesses  re- 
markable business  and  executive  ability,  most  carefully  and  wisely  directs  her 
interests  and  is  winning  success  therefrom. 


GEORGE  PETERSON. 


George  Peterson,  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Raymond  township,  was  bom 
on  the  old  family  homestead  in  that  township  February  10,  1879,  his  parents 
being  John  and  Gertrude  Peterson,  who  were  natives  of  Denmark  and  Norway 
respectively.  The  father,  who  wj^s  born  in  1834,  passed  away  in  1909.  He 
came  to  the  new  world  in  1869  and,  settling  in  Racine  county,  was  married 
in  Raymond  township.  He  purchased  a  farm  of  sixty-two  acres  and  at  once 
bent  his  energies  to  its  development  and  improvement,  continuing  to  reside 
thereon  until  his  demise.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away.  They  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Luthor'^n  church  and  Mr.  Peterson  gave  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  In  their  family  were  the  following  chil- 
ren :  George ;  Oscar ;  Charley ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Steffeson,  living  in  Ray- 
mond township ;  Edith,  the  wife  of  George  Haigh,  of  Yorkville  township ;  and 
Sarah,  the  wife  of  Ed  Jacobson,  whose  home  is  near  Waterford,  Wisconsin. 

Reared  to  the  occupation  of  forming,  George  Peterson  divided  his  youthful 
days  between  work  in  the  fields  and  the  acquirement  of  a  public  school  educa- 
tion. He  afterward  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  five 
years,  and  then  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming  on  his  own  account.  He 
is  today  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  two  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land,  all 
of  which  he  has  acquired  through  his  own  efforts,  for  he  is  a  self-made  man, 
having  received  but  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  from  his  father. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits,  cultivating  grain,  ra'sing 
hogs  and  milking  a  large  number  of  cows.  His  dairy  as  well  as  his  fields  return 
to  him  a  gratifying  income  and  the  sale  of  hogs  adds  materially  to  his  annual 
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revenue.  Upon  the  farm  is  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence  and  there 
are  large  and  substantial  bams  and  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grains, 
stock  and  farm  machinery.  He  uses  the  latest  improved  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  everything  about  his  place  is  kept  in  good  condition,  indicating  his 
progressive  spirit  and  practical  methods. 

In  August,  1909,  Mr.  Peterson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Krause, 
a  native  of  Milwaukee  county,  and  they  are  parents  of  two  sons:  Raymond 
John,  bom  December  10,  1911;  and  Rudolph  Charles,  born  January  1,  1915. 
In  politics  Mr.  Peterson  is  an  independent  republican,  for  while  he  usually 
votes  for  the  men  and  measures  of  the  party,  he  does  not  consider  himself 
bound  to  party  ties.  He  attends  the  Lutheran  church  and  is  interested  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  community  along  material,  polit- 
ical, social  and  moral  lines.  He  belongs  to  that  type  of  progressive  farmers 
to  whom  Racine  county  largely  owes  her  upbuilding  and  prosperity,  and  his 
life  record  is  proof  of  the  fact  that  no  district  offers  better  business  oppor- 
tunities to  the  ambitious  young  man.  *^ 


EDWIN  B.  SKEWES. 


Edwin  B.  Skewes,  son  of  Samuel  and  Ruth  Bottomley  Skewes,  was  born 
January  30,  1858,^  at  Grovean  Farm,  Racine  county.  Samuel  Skewes,  with  his 
first  wife,  Catherine  Lugg  Skewes,  came  to  this  country  from  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, in  1842,  and  settled  on  what  is  now  known  as  Grovean  Farm.  To  them 
were  bom  four  children:  Samuel,  who  throughout  his  life  was  engaged  in 
farming;  Sarah,  who  died  when  about  twelve  years  old;  Margret,  who  died 
in  young  womanhood;  and  George,  who  was  widely  known  and  highly  hon- 
ored throughout  Racine  and  the  county  as  an  educator  and  banker.  Some 
years  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Samuel  Skewes  married  Ruth  Bot- 
tomley of  English  Settlement,  who  came  from  England  with  her  parents 
in  1842.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  Edwin  Bottomley ;  Emma,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  A.  E.  Hoyt,  of  Chicago ;  Eleanor  Jessop,  deceased ;  and  Thomas 
Henry,  who  has  a  part  of  the  original  homestead. 

Edwin  B.  Skewes  received  his  early  education  in  the  Ives  Grove  district 
school  and  Racine  high  school.  After  studying  for  two  years  at  Beloit  College 
he  transferred  to  Lawrence  University,  now  Lawrence  College,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1887.  After  doing  some  commercial 
traveling  he  returned  to  Grovean,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
save  for  two  years  when  he  was  employed  in  university  work  at  Madison,  Wis- 
consin. 

In  1890  he  married  Alice  Collier,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Alice  Hurst  Col- 
lier. To  them  were  born  three  children  :  Arthur  Edwin,  Alice  Ruth  and  Georg(» 
Jessop,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

Mr.  Skewes  served  for  two  years  as  clerk  of  the  town  of  Yorkville.  He 
was  a  leader  in  educational  and  agricultural  interests  in  his  community.  In 
1909  he  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Racine  County  Order  of  the  Wis- 
consin Agricultural  Experiment  Association,  and  served  as  its  secretary-treas- 
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urer  until  the  fall  of  1913.  His  death  occurred  November  8,  1913,  as  a  result 
of  the  injuries  sustained  in  an  accident  two  months  before. 

Mr.  Skewes  was  a  progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen.  His  demise, 
occurring  when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  was  a  loss  not  only  to  his  family, 
but  to  his  community.  Politically  he  was  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  prohibition 
party.  He  was  recognized  as  a  leader  in  movements  and  projects  having  as 
their  purpose  the  advancement  of  public  welfare,  being  actively  interested  in 
the  causes  of  better  rural  education,  the  advancement  of  scientific  agriculture, 
co-operation  among  farmers,  good  roads  and  community  upbuilding.  He  kept 
in  close  touch  with  the  findings  of  investigators, in  the  field  of  agriculture,  and 
was  always  one  of  the  first  to  adopt  new  methods  which  promised  to  be  of 
greater  value  than  the  old. 

During  his  entire  life  he  worked  untiringly  to  conserve  the  best  moral 
forces  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  a  loyal  supporter  of  the 
Ives  Grove  Methodist  church,  a  faithful  leader  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday 
school,  a  promoter  of  musical  activities  in  the  community  and  a  man  of  high 
personal  standards  and  principles.  Mr.  Skewes  was  well  known  throughout 
the  county,  and  his  many  friends  still  honor  his  memory. 


W.  G.  EDWARDS. 


W.  G.  Edwards,  who  followed  the  acquirement  of  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he  has  since  followed, 
his  home  being  near  Kansasville,  was  born  in  Dover  township  on  the  18th  of 
March,  1848,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Martha  (Mayo)  Edwards,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  England,  in  which  country  they  were  reared  and  mar- 
ried.   On  coming  to  the  United  States  they  settled  in  Dover  township,  Racine 
county,  and  the  father  purchased  land  from  the  government.    He  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Susan  Edwards,  who  established  their  home  in  Dover  township 
about  the  year  1845  and  spent  their  remaining  days  in  that  locality.     The 
maternal  grandfather  of  W.  G.  Edwards,  however,  continued  his  residence  in 
England  until  his  death.    Thomas  Edwards  devoted  his  life  to  farming  in  this 
county  for  many  years  and  took  an  active  part  in  instituting  the  work  of  early 
development  whereby  the  region  was  reclaimed  for  the  purposes  of  civiliza- 
tion.   He  was  also  interested  in  the  moral  development  of  the  community,  both 
he  and  his  wife  belonging  to  the  Episcopal  church  in  England,  while  in  this 
country  they  attended  different  churches.     In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  and 
was  called  upon  to  fill  some  township  offices.    Although  he  started  out  in  busi- 
ness life  empty  handed,  he  won  a  creditable  measure  of  success  and  was  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land  at  the  time  of  his  demise. 
To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living: 
Thomas,  a  retired  farmer  of  Rochester;  W.  G.,  and  James,  who  carries  on 
farming  in  Dover  township. 

W.  G.  Edwards  mastered  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  district 
schools  and  when  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  took  up  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, which  he  has  always  followed.    His  early  training  was  of  a  most  practical 
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character  and  as  the  years  have  passed  he  has  adopted  the  most  progressive 
methods  in  his  farm  work.  He  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  de- 
voted to  general  farming  and  he  also  makes  a  specialty  of  feeding  cattle  and 
hogs.  He  has  a  good  residence,  which  he  erected,  and  also  substantial  out- 
buildings for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock  and  all  of  the  improvements  upon 
his  place  were  put  there  by  him. 

In  1873  Mr.  Edwards  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Maria  Hinchliff  e.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Squire  Hinchliffe,  who  was  bom  in  England  and  in  early  life  came  to 
the  United  States.  There  are  four  children  of  this  marriage,  all  graduates  of 
the  Rochester  schools.  Edwin,  who  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
in  the  academy  at  Rochester  and  now  follows  fanning  in  Dover  toAvnship, 
married  Lucy  Brook  and  has  one  child,  Thomas.  Effie  is  the  wife  of  P.  T. 
Hawley,  who  is  employed  by  the  Model  Laundry  Company  of  Milwaukee, 
where  they  reside,  and  they  have  one  child,  Robert.  Harley,  who  supple- 
mented his  district  school  education  by  study  in  the  academy  at  Rochester,  is 
at  home.  Lora  is  the  wife  of  Lawrence  Noble,  a  Dover  township  farmer,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Hurl. 

In  politics  Mr.  Edwards  is  a  democrat  and  has  filled  the  office  of  town  treas- 
urer, while  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  he  has  done  effective  work  in  the 
interests  of  public  education.  His  attention,  however,  is  largely  given  to  his 
farming  interests  and  the  persistency  of  purpose  which  he  has  displayed  and 
the  sound  judgment  which  he  has  manifested  in  his  work  have  been  the  ele- 
ments in  gaining  for  him  his  present  position  as  a  substantial  and  prosperous 
farmer. 


EDMUND  T.  ACKLAii. 


Edmund  T.  Acklam,  vice  president  of  the  firm  of  D.  P.  Wigley  &  Company, 
has  advanced  step  by  step  in  his  business  career  until  he  has  reached  the  place 
of  responsibility  and  prominence  which  he  now  occupies.  He  was  born  in 
Racine  county,  October  7,  1877,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  (Roskilly)  Ack- 
lam, who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  county.  The  paternal  grandfather  ar- 
rived in  Racine  during  the  pioneer  epoch  of  the  history  of  the  county,  while 
the  maternal  grandfather,  Richard  Roskilly,  a  native  of  England,  established 
his  home  in  Southport,  now  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  in  1842.  Later  he  removed 
to  Yorkville  township,  in  Racine  county,  and  became  identified  with  its  agricul- 
tural development,  while  Thomas  Acklam,  the  father  of  Edmund  T.  Acklam, 
carried  on  farming  in  Mount  Pleasant  township. 

Reared  on  the  old  homestead,  Edmund  T.  Acklam  pursued  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  in  1901,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  years, 
began  work  at  the  orphan  asylum,  where  he  remained  for  five  years  and  a  half. 
He  then  came  to  Racine  and  in  1908  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  D.  P. 
Wigley  &  Company,  millers  and  wholesalers  and  retailers  of  milling  products. 
This  business  was  established  in  1895,  when  D.  P.  Wigley  purchased  the  flour 
and  feed  business  of  Kent  &  Smith.  From  that  beginning  he  developed  the 
business  into  a  large  wholesale  and  retail  enterprise,  which  from  time  to  time 
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has  demanded  larger  quarters.  The  plant  is  thoroughly  equipped  with  the 
most  modern  grinding  machinery  devices  for  the  rapid  handling  of  all  cereal 
products  and  shipments  are  made  in  train-load  quantities.  Working  his  way 
upward  in  connection  with  this  firm  Edmund  T.  Acklam  was,  in  1910,  elected 
to  the  vice  presidency  of  the  company  and  is  in  charge  of  the  Junction  branch 
of  the  business.  He  has  made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  every  phase 
of  the  trade  and  his  enterprise  and  sound  business  judgment  are  proving  im- 
portant elements  in  the  continued  growth  and  development  of  their  trade  con- 
nections. 

In  1902  Mr.  Acklam  was  married  to  Miss  Maude  Osburn,  of  Union  Grove, 
a  daughter  of  Stephen  Osburn,  one  6f  the  early  settlers  of  Racine  county  who 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  The  only  child  of  this  marriage  is  P.  Elva. 
Mr.  Acklam  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given 
to  the  republican  party  where  national  issues  are  involved,  but  at  local  elec- 
tions he  considers  only  the  capability  of  the  candidate  without  regard  to  his 
party  affiliation.  He  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  Junction  Busi- 
ness Men's  Association  and  through  those  organizations  co-operates  in  system- 
atic effort  for  the  advancement  of  the  business  interests  and  trade  relations 
of  Racine.  His  is  a  creditable  career,  for  along  well  defined  lines  of  labor, 
characterized  by  industry  and  integrity,  he  has  won  the  prominent  place  which 
he  now  occupies. 


T.  J.  SMADER. 


T.  J.  Smader,  political  leader,  able  business  man  and  sportsman,  whose 
activities  and  interests  have  been  of  a  character  that  have  promoted  public 
progress  along  many  lines,  was  born  in  Caledonia  township,  this  county, 
December  2,  1878,  a  son  of  Tobias  and  Mary  Smader,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Bohemia,  in  which  country  they  were  reared  and  married.  At  an 
early  day  they  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  at  Racine,  and  Mr.  Smader 
purchased  a  farm  in  Caledonia  township  on  which  he  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  death  about  eight  years  ago,  his  widow  surviving 
him  for  two  years. 

T.  J.  Smader  began  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Caledonia 
township  and  afterward  pursued  a  commercial  course,  being  graduated  from 
the  Wisconsin  Business  College.  He  then  made  his  initial  step  in  the  com- 
mercial world  as  a  bookkeeper  and  after  four  years  devoted  to  that  work 
entered  the  employ  of  his  brothers,  with  whom  he  continued  until  he  took 
over  the  business  nine  years  ago.  For  the  past  eight  years  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  theatrical  and  masquerade  costume  business  and  still  con- 
tinues in  the  same. 

Mr.  Smader  has  long  been  recognized  as  an  active  political  leader  of  Racine 
county,  being  a  prominent  democrat.  For  fifteen  years  he  served  on  the  elec- 
tion board  and  has  been  inspection  clerk.  He  was  elected  to  the  board  of 
aldermen,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  four  years,  and  then  after  a  period 
out  of  office  he  was  re-elected  in  1915  as  alderman  for  the  First  ward  and  is 
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uow  acting  in  that  capacity,  exercising  his  official  prerogatives  in  support  of 
many  well  devised  plans  and  measures  for  the  general  good. 

Moreov(*r,  Mr.  Sander  has  long  been  interested  in  clean,  manly  sports  and 
managed  a  baseball  team.  He  was  a  large  investor  in  the  Wisconsin-Illinois 
League  and  also  in  the  Lake  Shore  League  and  in  the  latter  had  a  team,  while 
previously  he  had  a  team  in  the  Cedar  League.  He  is  the  president  of  the 
Major  Bowling  League  and  he  belongs  to  various  other  organizations,  includ- 
ing the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose^  of  which  he  is 
a  charter  member,  and  the  Bohemian  Turners,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  a  charter  member.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Narodni 
Jednota,  one  of  the  oldest  and  richest  Bohemian  organizations  in  the  state  of 
Wisconsin.  He  belongs  as  well  to  the  Racine  County  Liquor  Dealers'  Pro- 
tective and  Beneficial  Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  Racine  Commercial 
Club.  His  varied  activities  have  made  him  Xvidely  known  and  he  is  popular 
in  the  county  in  which  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and  where  he  has  exerted 
broad  influence  along  many  lines. 


JOSHUA  COLLIER. 


Joshua  Collier  was  born  October  6,  1832,  at  Manchester,  England,  a  son  of 
William  and  Margaret  (Ridyard)  Collier.  In  1848,  when  sixteen  years  old, 
he  came  to  this  country  in  company  with  three  cousins  of  his  own  age,  Joseph 
(>ollier,  Joshua  Boydell,  and  William  Birchall.  He  located  in  Racine  county, 
first  in  Racine,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  ship  carpenter,  and  later 
near  Sylvania,  where  he  purchased  land.  Subsequently  his  parents  came  to 
this  country,  and  settled  near  him. 

In  1860  Joshua  Collier  was  united  in  marriage  to  Alice  Hurst,  who  was 
born  in  Tyldsley,  Lancashire,  England,  in  1839.  Her  parents,  George  and  Alice 
Mort  Hurst,  were  also  natives  of  Lancashire,  the  former  being  born  m  1792, 
and  the  latter  in  1793.  They  resided  in  England  until  the  spring  oj  1842. 
when  they  came  to  the  United  States  and  took  up  land  near  Sylvania.  Here 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Hurst  dying  in  1874  and  his  wife 
in  1853.  During  the  year  in  which  they  arrived  in  this  country  many  English 
families  settled  in  Racine  county,  a  number  coming  both  in  the  spring  and 
in  the  fall. 

Joshua  Collier  and  his  wife  identified  their  interests  completely  with  those 
of  their  adopted  country,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Collier  served 
with  Company  G,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry  Volunteers,  remaining  at  the 
front  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  While  in  the  army  he  contracted  a  disease 
which  eventually  caused  his  death.  Six  years  of  his  later  life  were  spent  on 
a  farm  in  Caledonia  township,  and  the  rest  on  his  farm  at  Sylvania,  where  he 
passed  away  in  1884. 

Mr.  Collier  was  a  prominent  leader  in  the  pioneer  community.  He  was 
progressive  and  public-spirited,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  everything 
affecting  the  general  welfare.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  was  also 
a  strong  advocate  of  legislation  prohibiting  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  alco- 
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holic  drinks.  He  was  quite  a  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
being  active  for  many  years  as  a  local  preacher.  He  also  served  his  commmiity 
ill  several  other  capacities,  holding  school,  town,  and  church  offices  at 
various  times. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collier  were  born  five  children,  of  whom  four  survive, 
namely :  J.  Z.  of  Union  Grove,  who  is  well  known  in  Racine  county,  and  who 
is  now  county  agent  for  the  Racine  Times-Call;  Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Skewes,  of 
Ives  Grove,  secretary  of  the  Racine  county  school  committee;  Miss  Louise 
Collier,  who  is  a  teacher  in  the  English  department  of  Racine  high  school; 
and  Mrs.  EflBe  L.  Ford,  who,  with  her  husband,  is  connected  with  the  Anglo- 
Chinese  College  in  Foochow,  China. 


RACINE  CITY  BANK. 


The  Racine  City  Bank  was  organized  in  1907  and  opened  its  doors  for 
business  on  the  25th  of  January,  1908.  Its  first  directorate  Included  W»  G. 
Gittings,  who  was  chosen  president;  F.  W.  Gunther,  vice  president;  H.  N. 
Bacon,  cashier;  C.  A.  Wustum,  Chris  Slot,  E.  C.  Tecktonius,  W.  T.  Harvey, 
A.  J.  Piper,  Thomas  Hay,  W.  J.  Higgins  and  G.  W.  Blythe.  There  was  no 
change  in  the  personnel  of  the  oflBcers  of  the  bank,  a  fact  which  indicates  the 
harmonious  relations  which  have  ever  existed  in  the  management  and  the 
eflSciency  of  those  who  as  officers  control  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  until 
two  vacancies  occurred,  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Slot  and  Mr.  Wustum, 
after  which  Peter  Nelson  and  W.  H.  Bell  succeeded  to  the  places  on  the  board 
made  vacant  by  death.  The  bank  was  capitalized  for  fifty  thousand  dollars 
and  is  located  at  1345  Washington  avenue.  The  business  of  the  bank  has 
steadily  increased  and  its  deposits  now  amount  to  more  than  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  It  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  safe,  substantial  moneyed  con- 
cerns of  southern  Wisconsin,  for  back  of  it  are  men  of  well  known  reliability, 
and  the  growth  has  been  the  legitimate  outcome  of  a  business  policy  that 
is  based  upon  a  thorough  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  bank  is  most  worthy 
of  patronage  which  most  carefully  safeguards  the  interests  of  its  depositors. 


HENRY  N.  BACON. 


Henry  N.  Bacon,  who  since  1907  has  been  connected  with  the  Racine  City 
Bank  as  its  cashier,  having  in  that  year  become  one  of  its  organizers  and 
incorporators,  was  bom  in  La  Harpe,  Illinois,  March  12,  1875,  a  son  of  H.  L. 
and  Anna  Bacon.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Newton  Bacon,  was  a  cooper 
by  trade  and  became  one  of  the  earliest  residents  of  southern  Wisconsin, 
establishing  his  home  in  Southport  in  1832.  Later  he  removed  to  Racine, 
where  he  conducted  one  of  the  first  cooper  shops  of  the  city.  Subsequently 
he  established  his  home  elsewhere.    His  son,  H.  L.  Bacon,  who  was  a  railroad 
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man,  lived  for  a  number  of  years  at  La  Harpe,  Illinois,  and  in  1881  removed 
to  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  where  he  is  now  living  retired. 

Henry  N.  Bacon  was  a  little  lad  of  but  six  summers  when  the  family  home 
was  established  in  Oshkosh  and  in  the  public  schools  there  he  began  his  educa- 
tion, completing  his  high  school  course,  however,  at  Port  Howard.  Determin- 
ing upon  the  practice  of  law  as  a  life  work,  as  he  then  presumed,  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1897.  For  a  year  thereafter  he  practiced  in  Kewaunee, 
Wisconsin,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  abandoned  the  profession  to  entei* 
banking  circles  and  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank 
at  Campbellsport,  Wisconsin,  of  which  he  was  made  the  cashier.  He  remained 
in  that  connection  for  four  years  and  then  resigned  to  become  one  of  the 
organizers  and  promoters  of  the  Racine  City  Bank,  with  which  he  has  sincfe 
been  connected.  This  was  in  the  year  1907  and  the  bank  opened  its  doors 
for  business  at  the  beginning  of  the  succeeding  year  with  Mr.  Bacon  as 
cashier,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since  continued.  He  has  ever  been  an  oblig- 
ing and  courteous  official  and  the  success  of  the  institution  is  attributable 
in  no  small  measure  to  his  experience,  capability  and  progressiveness.  He 
has  won  favor  with  the  public  and  this  has  drawn  to  the  bank  a  liberal  patron- 
age, which  is  well  merited  by  reason  of  its  thoroughly  safe  and  reliable  busi- 
ness policy.  When  the  bank  started  Eben  Burroughs  became  assistant  cashier 
and  occupied  that  position  until  April,  1913,  when  he  resigned  to  enter  manu- 
facturing circles  and  was  succeeded  by  Cornelius  Olson,  who  had  formerly 
been  cashier  of  the  local  office  of  Armour  &  Company.  The  bank  has  proven 
of  great  value  to  the  part  of  the  city  in  which  it  is  isituated  and  has  rapidly 
advanced  in  popularity  and  patronage. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1903,  Mr.  Bacon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Hayden,  of  Oshkosh,  and  they  now  have  a  daughter,  Elizabeth.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Bacon  is  connected  with  the  Masons  and  with  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  he  belongs  also  to  the  Universalist  church.  In  politics  he  is  an  inde- 
pendent republican  but  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office  have  never  had 
attraction  for  him.  He  is  identified  with  the  Commercial  Club  and  with  the 
Racine  Junction  Business  Men's  Association  and  through  these  connections 
has  put  forth  earnest  and  effective  effort  to  advance  the  trade  relations  and 
promote  the  business  activity  of  the  city. 


P.  CORNELroS  OLSON. 

P.  Cornelius  Olson,  assistant  cashier  of  the  Racine  City  Bank,  was  bom  in 
this  city  July  2,  1871,  his  parents  being  Peter  M.  and  Christine  Olson,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Porsgrund,  Norway.  In  that  country  they  were  reared 
and  married  and  during  the  *60s  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  making 
the  voyage  on  a  sailing  vessel.  Two  of  their  children  died  while  en  route  and 
were  buried  in  the  ocean.  The  father  was  a  sailor,  devoting  his  life  to  that 
work  and  to  carpentering  but  for  some  years  he  has  lived  retired,  having  now 
reached  the  eightieth  milestone  on  life's  journey,  while  his  wife  is  eighty-five 
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years  of  age.  They  have  for  a  half  century  been  residents  of  Racine,  where 
they  are  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  both  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

P.  Cornelius  Olson  vpassed  through  intermediate  grades  from  the  primary 
to  the  high  school  in  Racine  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1888.  He 
then  became  connected  with  manufacturing  interests  as  an  employe  of  the 
firm  of  Foster  &  Williams  and  later  he  engaged  in  railroading  with  the  Chi- 
i*ago  &  Northwestern.  In  1897  he  became  an  employe  of  Armour  &  Company 
at  their  Racine  plant  and  worked  his  way  upward  to  the  position  of  cashier 
in  the  office  here.  He  resigned  that  connection  in  1913  to  become  assistant 
cashier  of  the  Racine  City  Bank,  in  which  capacity  he  is  now  serving,  and  his 
efficiency  and  capability  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the  bank  officials  and 
directorate. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1897,  Mr.  Olson  was  united  in  marriag:e  to  Miss  Kmma 
J.  Johnson  of  Racine,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Valerie.  Mr.  Olson  belongs  to 
the  Royal  Arcanum  and  his  political  views  accord  with  the  principles  of  the 
republican  party  but  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office  have  had  no  attrac- 
tion for  him,  as  he  has  always  preferred  to  concentrate  hi^  efforts  upon  his 
business  affairs,  knowing  that  if  he  would  win  success  it  must  be  done  through 
persistent  effort,  close  application  and  indefatigable  industry. 


ANTHONY  McAVOY. 


Racine  classed  Anthony  McAvoy  as  one  of  its  representative  citizens  and 
leading  business  men.  He  was  long  prominently  identified  with  carriage  man- 
ufacturing and  his  activities  were  at  all  times  wisely  and  successfully  directed. 
He  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  October  30,  1846,  and  the  following 
year  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  London,  Canada,  where  he  resided  until  1865, 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  After  about  a  year  passed  in 
that  city  he  removed  to  Racine  and  soon  afterward  went  to  Elkhorn,  Wal- 
worth county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  until  1872.  He  then  returned  to 
Racine,  where  he  made  permanent  location,  and  through  the  intervening  period 
to  the  time  of  his  death  was  one  of  its  leading  and  influential  citizens,  promi- 
nently connected  with  its  industrial  development  and  with  the  public  life  as 
well.  In  March,  1874,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  carriages 
in  connection  Avith  Morris  Noonan,  the  partnership  being  established  under 
the  name  of  the  Novelty  Carriage  Works.  Their  plant  was  situated  on  Wis- 
consin street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  and  there  they  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  carriages,  phaetons,  buggies  and  light  road  wagons.  For 
many  years  this  was  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  kind  in  Racine  and 
the  output  was  sold  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  They  enjoyed  a  liberal 
patronage  for  an  extended  period  and  when  at  length  Mr.  McAvoy  closed  out 
his  interests  in  that  connection  he  established  a  livery  business,  becoming  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  successfully  conducted  stables  in  the  state.  A  few 
years  prior  to  his  death  he  disposed  of  that  business  to  the  late  W.  0.  Thomas 
and  aprain  entered  manufacturing  circles,  becoming  president  of  the  Wisconsin 
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Auto  Top  Company  and  the  vice  president  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Racine  File  Company.  Both  of  these  enterprises  proved  profit^le  and  Mr. 
McAvoy  was  active  in  their  management  and  control.  In  business  affairs  he 
readily  discriminated  between  the  essential  and  the  non-essential.  He  seemed 
quickly  to  realize  what  was  of  worth  and  what  was  not,  and  he  so  combined 
and  directed  his  interests  as  to  win  the  best  possible  results. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1868,  in  Delavan,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  McAvoy  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Alice  May  Bowers  and  they  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, as  follows :  Frank  J.  and  Hugh,  both  of  Chicago ;  John  A.,  of  New  York ; 
Myron  I.,  Edward  P.  and  Charles  V.,  all  of  Racine ;  Mrs.  X.  B.  Kalamatiano, 
of  Odessa,  Russia ;  Mrs.  F.  A.  Tooley,  of  Chicago,  111. ;  Cora  M.  and  Lucille, 
both  of  Racine,  and  Bessie,  Katherine  and  Alice,  deceased.  The  family  residence 
is  at  No.  1012  College  avenue,  where  Mrs.  McAvoy  still  makes  her  home. 

The  family  mourned  a  devoted  husband  and  father  when  Mr.  McAvoy  was 
called  from  this  life  March  11,  1914,  and  Racine  lost  one  of  its  prominent,  in- 
fluential and  valued  citizens.  He  was  widely  known  in  fraternal  circles,  being 
a  member  of  Racine  Council,  No.  220,  R.  A. ;  Beta  Council,  No.  2,  R.  L. ;  the 
Knights  of  Columbus ;  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin ;  the  Catholic  Knights 
of  America ;  and  the  Catholic  Foresters.  He  was  also  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  his  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the 
democratic  party,  in  the  success  of  which  he  was  deeply  and  helpfully  inter- 
ested. The  first  ward  elected  him  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  and  he 
served  for  a  number  of  years  on  the  county  board.  Of  him  it  was  said:  "He 
was  a  man  of  strong  determination,  unwavering  in  his  support  of  the  right, 
and  his  word  was  as  readily  received  as  his  bond.  He  probably  had  as  large  a 
circle  of  acquaintances  throughout  the  community  as  any  other  Citizen  and  was 
held  in  the  very  highest  esteem  for  his  sterling  worth  and  integrity.  His  pri- 
vate and  his  public  life  had  always  been  above  reproach.  In  the  work  of  up- 
building and  developing  the  county  he  ever  bore  his  share  and  had  been  an 
eye  witness  of  that  growth  which  has  made  Racine  one  of  the  foremost  cities 
of  Wisconsin.  The  poor  and  needy  found  in  him  a  friend  and  he  gave  his 
support  to  many  worthy  societies,  while  in  his  own  household  he  was  a  most 
indulgent  husband  and  father.''  High  indeed  was  the  regard  entertained  for 
him  throughout  the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  his  record  is  an  example 
well  worthy  of  emulation. 


W.  EARL  TRAUGER. 


W.  Earl  Trauger,  conducting  a  jewelry  business  in  Racine,  was  born  in 
Morrison,  Illinois,  January  31,  1878,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Alta  (Ewing) 
Trauger,  the  former  a  cigar  manufacturer.  While  spending  his  youthful  days 
under  the  parental  roof  of  his  native  city,  W.  Earl  Trauger  mastered  the 
branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  graded  and  high  schools  and  afterward 
took  up  the  trade  of  a  jeweler  at  Morrison,  while  subsequently  he  worked  in 
the  same  line  in  Chicago.  His  residence  in  Racine  dates  from  1906,  in  which 
year  he  entered  the  employ  of  F.  P.  Beswick  and  in  that  connection  he  formed 
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a  wide  acquaintance  among  Racine's  citizens,  so  that  he  started  in  business  on 
his  own  account  well  situated  as  to  winning  trade.  He  bought  out  his  em- 
ployer on  the  1st  of  January,  1916,  and  is  now  successfully  conducting  hia 
store  at  No.  311  Sixth  street.  His  entire  business  experience  has  been  alonp 
the  line  of  the  jewelry  trade  and  there  is  no  phase  of  the  work  with  which 
he  is  not  familiar.  He  also  knows  the  market,  so  that  he  makes  advantageous 
purchases  and  profitable  sales,  thus  gaining  the  legitimate  reward  of  earnest 
effort  and  close  application. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1912,  Mr.  Trauger  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Maude  B.  McAllister,  of  Morrison,  Illinois.  They  have  gained  many  friends 
during  their  residence  in  Racine,  the  number  being  constantly  augmented  as 
the  circle  of  their  acquaintance  broadens.  They  are  members  cff  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  their  influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  right,  progress  and 
improvement.  Mr.  Trauger  does  not  hold  to  any  political  faith  but  reserves 
the  right  to  vote  independently,  yet  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day. 


LUCroS  P.  GRAVES. 


Lucius  F.  Graves,  president  of  the  Graves  Sign  Company,  which  he  organ- 
ized in  1906,  has  taken  a  forward  step  in  his  line  of  work  and  set  a  standard 
which  others  have  followed.  He  was  born  on  Washington  avenue  in  Racine, 
November  24,  1885,  and  is  a  son  of  Horace  and  Mary  (Sherman)  Graves,  who 
were  natives  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  and  became  residents  of  Racine  about 
forty-five  years  ago.  The  father  still  remains  an  active  business  man  here 
and  was  a  contractor  for  the  American  Seating  Company,  while  at  the  present 
time  he  is  with  the  Belle  City  Manufacturing  Company.  The  mother  is  dis- 
tantly related  to  the  family  of  General  W.  T.  Sherman. 

In  the  acquirement  of  his  education  Lucius  P.  Graves  attended  the  ward 
schools  and  also  spent  two  years  as  a  pupil  in  the  high  school.  Before  putting 
aside  his  textbooks  he  learned  the  machinist's  trade,  working  evenings  and  on 
Sundays,  and  for  about  three  years  after  leaving  school  he  continued  to  fol- 
low the  trade.  He  afterward  went  to  Milwaukee  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
as  a  sign  painter.  As  previously  stated,  his  present  business  was  established  in 
1906,  when  he  organized  the  Graves  Sign  Company,  being  at  the  head  of  the 
only  company  in  Racine  that  does  high  grade  work.  In  fact  his  efforts  have 
passed  beyond  ordinary  sign  painting  into  the  realm  of  the  artistic  and  he 
studies  every  question  bearing  upon  the  business  in  order  to  produce  the  best 
effects  and  make  the  signs  sent  out  from  his  factory  an  attractive  advertise- 
ment which  shall  constitute  a  profitable  source  of  business  for  the  company 
thus  represented.  Mr.  Graves  is  applying  his  energies  most  rigidly  to  the 
conduct  of  the  business  and  the  success  which  he  is  now  enjoying  is  well 
merited. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Graves  is  a  republican  where  national  issues  and 
questions  are  involved  but  maintains  a  non-partisan  attitude  in  the  exercise 
of  his  right  of  franchise  at  local  elections.    Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
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the  Eagles,  with  the  Elks  and  with  the  Elks  Marching  Club.  He  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  Racine,  where  much  of  his  life  has  been  passed  and 
where  many  of  his  stanchest  friends  are  those  who  have  known  him  from  his 
boyhood  to  the  present. 


WILLIAM  JOHN  McADAMS. 

William  John  McAdams,  who  since  1909  has  lived  retired,  although  pre- 
viously actively  connected  with  agricultural,  commercial  and  industrial  pur- 
suits, was  bom  in  Elizabethport,  New  Jersey,  August  10,  1849,  a  son  of  John 
and  Jane  (Crothers)  McAdams,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  with  their 
family  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  New  Jersey.  The 
father  was  a  railroad  man,  being  employed  on  the  York  &  Erie  Railroad  as 
section  boss  for  seventeen  years.  He  came  to  Racine  county  in  1851  and  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  in  Caledonia  township,  while  later  he  followed  agri- 
eultural  pursuits  in  Raymond  township.  Eventually  he  retired  to  Union  Grove, 
where  }^e  spent  his  last  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest,  passing 
away  in  1891,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Oak  Grove  cemetery.  His  widow 
survived  until  April,  1909,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  his  side. 

William  J.  McAdams  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  at  Caledonia 
Center  and  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  dur- 
ing which  period  he  became  familiar  with  all  the  different  phases  of  farm 
life.  He  then  started  out  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own 
account  and  was  closely  identified  with  general  farming  in  Raymond  township 
until  1891.  He  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land 
but  when  he  retired  he  sold  one-half  of  this,  retaining  possession  of  the  other 
until  about  two  years  ago,  when  he  disposed  of  it.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  for  two  or  three  years  and  afterward  was  employed  in  the 
shops  of  Racine  but  since  1909  has  engaged  in  no  business,  enjoying  a  rest 
which  he  has  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves.  In  1909  he  erected  a  beautiful 
and  conunodious  residence  and  he  also  built  the  Christenson  store  building. 

In  1876  Mr.  McAdams  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  W.  West,  who  was 
bom  at  Rayniond  Center,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Charlotte  (Ferris)  West, 
The  father's  people  came  from  Canada  and  the  mother's  from  Ireland.  They 
arrived  in  Racine  county  in  1840  but  returned  to  Canada,  although  in  1841 
they  came  again  to  this  county.  The  grandfather  was  Thomas  West,  who  car- 
ried on  general  farming.  The  father  carried  the  mail  from  Raymond  to  Racine 
for  thirteen  years,  taking  charge  of  the  route  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil 
war.  He  died  in  1913  and  is  still  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  now  eighty- 
five  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McAdams  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children :  Ethel,  the  wife  of  William  H.  Hartig,  by  whom  she  has  three  chil- 
dren— Ethel,  Doris  and  Robert ;  Charles  and  Daisy,  both  at  home ;  and  Olive, 
now  in  Los  Angeles,,  California. 

The  parents  are  consistent  members  of  the  Congregational  church  and  Mr. 
McAdams  is  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  His  has  been  an  active 
and  useful  life.    His  time  has  always  been  well  spent  and  in  all  of  his  business 


Digitized  by 


Google 


310  HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY 

dealings  he  is  thoroughly  honorable,  reliable  and  progressive,  so  that  his  rest 
is  well  deserved  and  none  can  envy  him  his  success,  so  honorably  has  it  been 
won  and  so  worthily  used. 


RACINE  SHOE  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY. 

Among  the  important  business  enterprises  of  Racine  which  have  contrib- 
uted in  large  measure  to  the  substantial  development  of  the  city  is  the  Racine 
Shoe  Manufacturing  Company,  which  was  organized  in  1902  with  Sands  M. 
Hart  as  president,  L.  J.  Elliott,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Fred  C.  Goflf  as 
general  manager.  The  plant  of  the  company  was  located  originally  at  the 
comer  of  Wisconsin  and  Seventh  streets,  but  with  the  demand  for  larger  quar- 
ters, a  removal  was  made  in  1906  to  1820  Clark  street.  In  1914  Mr.  Goff  was 
elected  president  of  the  company  and  in  1916  Jens  Jensen  became  president 
with  Fred  C.  Goff  as  secretary  and  treasurer  and  L.  J.  Elliott  as  vice  president 
The  plant  includes  thirty-five  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space,  occupying 
a  building  three  stories  in  height,  with  basement.  They  manufacture  a  special 
line  of  men's  fine  Goodyear  welt  shoes  and  the  product  is  sold  extensively  over 
this  country  and  is  sent  to  many  points  abroad,  including  Denmark,  France. 
Australia,  South  America  and  Africa.  They  employ  from  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  to  two  hundred  operators  in  the  factory,  mostly  skilled  labor,  and 
their  plant  is  equipped  with  the  most  modem  machinery  for  the  making  of 
shoes  and  is  operated  by  steam  and  electric  power.  They  sell  to  the  retail 
trade  and  are  represented  upon  the  road  by  fourteen  traveling  salesmen,  who 
thoroughly  cover  American  territory.  The  business  has  gradually  grown  and 
developed  during  the  fourteen  years  in  which  it  has  been  conducted  under  the 
present  organization. 


FRED  C.  GOFF. 


For  forty  years  Fred  C.  Goff  has  been  continuously  connected  with  the 
shoe  trade  and  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Shoe  Manufactur- 
ing Company.  The  thoroughness  with  which  he  has  mastered  every  phase  of 
the  business  has  been  one  of  the  strong  forces  in  his  growing  success  and  he 
has  earned  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  careful  business  man  who, 
in  all  of  his  dealings,  is  known  for  his  prompt  and  honorable  methods,  which 
have  won  for  him  the  deserved  and  unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellownien. 

Mr.  Goff  was  born  in  Steuben  county,  New  York,  November  13,  1858,  a  son 
of  Warren  W.  and  Lucina  (Pixley)  Goff,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the 
Empire  state,  where  the  father  carried  on  business  as  both  a  farmer  and  con- 
tractor. His  father  was  William  W.  Goff,  who  built  the  first  brick  house  in 
Steuben  county,  where  he  was  a  pioneer  settler  and  became  an  extensive  land 
owner.  He  also  owned  a  large  carding  mill  and  was  prominently  associated 
with  the  early  development  and  progress  of  that  section. 
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Fred  C.  GofE  supplemented  a  public  school  education  by  a  course  in  the 
high  school  at  Hornellsville,  New  York,  and  for  two  years  read  law,  but  de- 
cided that  he  preferred  other  business  pursuits  rather  than  law  practice  and 
in  1876  made  his  initial  step  in  the  shoe  trade.  In  1895  he  came  to  Racine  and 
organized  the  Racine  Shoe  Company,  becoming  superintendent  of  the  factory. 
In  time  this  was  merged  into  the  Jones-Earl  Shoe  Company  which  in  1902 
was  taken  over  by  the  Racine  Shoe  Manufacturing  Company,  with  Fred  C. 
GoflP  as  the  general  manager.  He  continued  as  such  until  1914,  when  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  company  and  in  1916  he  became  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. This  is  one  of  the  large  manufacturing  interests  of  the  state  and  its 
output  not  only  covers  a  large  territory  in  the  United  States,  but  is  also  sent 
extensively  to  foreign  lands.  Under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Goff  in  his  various 
official  relations  the  business  has  rapidly  developed  along  substantial  lines 
until  employment  is  now  furnished  to  about  two  hundred  operatives  in  the 
factory,  while  the  house  is  represented  upon  the  road  by  fourteen  traveling 
salesmen.  With  the  growth  of  the  business  Mr.  Goff  has  taken  over  more  and 
more  of  the  stock  until  he  is  now  the  heaviest  stockholder. 

In  1882  Mr.  Goff  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  S.  Burrell,  of  New 
York,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  daughter :  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  George 
S.  Bliss,  of  Racine ;  and  Fannie,  at  home.  Mrs.  Goff  is  a  daughter  of  Allen 
Minor  Burrell,  a  second  cousin  of  General  Benjamin  Butler.  Her  father  has 
in  his  possession  the  watch  that  was  taken  from  Benjamin  Arnold,  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  traitor,  when  he  was  captured.  Both  Mr.  Goff's  family  and 
his  wife's  family  are  of  English  lineage  and  both  were  established  on  Ameri- 
can soil  in  colonial  days.  Politically  Mr.  Goff  is  a  republican  and  his  broad 
reading  enables  him  to  support  his  position  by  intelligent  argument.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  National  Chamber  of  Commerce,  while 
his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masons  and  the  Elks.  His  position,  es- 
tablished by  the  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  his  fellowmen,  is  that  of 
one  of  Racine  county's  most  prominent,  capable  and  respected  citizens.  In  no 
sense  a  man  in  public  life  he  has,  nevertheless,  exerted  an  immeasurable  in- 
fluence on  the  city  of  his  residence ;  in  business  life  as  a  promoter  of  extensive 
manufacturing  and  commercial  enterprises ;  in  social  circles  of  Racine  as  a  man 
of  a  charming  personality  and  unfeigned  cordialty;  in  politics  by  reason  of 
his  public  spirit  and  devotion  to  the  general  good,  as  well  as  by  his  compre- 
hensive understanding  of  the  questions  affecting  state  and  national  welfare. 


LOUIS  H.  ROHR. 


Louis  H.  Rohr,  an  attorney  of  Burlington,  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  was 
born  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  PYanklin,  Milwaukee  county,  Wisconsin,  on 
the  25th  day  of  April,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  Rohr,  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land, who  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  in  the  year  1832,  the  family 
settling  in  Rochester,  New  York,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
Sophia  Roehrig,  a  native  of  Prussia.  In  1857  they  moved  to  Wisconsin  and 
purchased  fi  farm,  whereon  Louis  H.  Rohr  was  born.     In  1866  the  family 
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moved  to  the  town  of  Raymond,  Racine  county,  where  Louis  H.  Rohr  grew  to 
manhood,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  state.  He  after- 
ward taught  school,  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Wisconsin 
in  1892,  and  formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Kearney,  at 
Burlington.  In  1893  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Kearney  removing  to 
Racine  and  Mr.  Rohr  continuing  in  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Burlington,  where 
he  has  gained  a  gratifying  measure  of  success,  having  been  engaged  as  counsel 
on  one  side  or  the  other  in  most  of  the  important  litigation  arising  in  the 
western  part  of  Racine  county. 

Besides  being  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  Mr.  Rohr  has  at 
various  times  become  interested  in  many  of  the  important  business  and  manu- 
facturing interests  in  his  city  and  county,  and  is  now  a  director  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  one  of  the  largest  and  soundest  financial 
banking  institutions  in  Racine  county;  he  is  also  one  of  the  founders  and  is 
a  director  and  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Wisconsin  Condensed  Milk 
Company,  the  largest  and  most  important  manufacturing  corporation  in  Bur- 
lington; he  is  also  a  director  and  secretary  of  the  Burlington  Brass  Works, 
a  large  brass  foundry  located  at  Burlington,  in  all  of  which  institutions  he  \a 
financially  interested.  On  the  23d  of  November,  1893,  Mr.  Rohr  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Davis,  of  Milwaukee,  a  daughter  of  Charles  M.  Davis, 
a  well  known  lake  captain.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rohr  has  been  bom  a  son,  Charles 
Davis  Rohr,  who  is  now  a  student  at  Beloit  College. 

Mr.  Rohr  supports  the  candidates  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  as 
he  believes  its  policies  to  be  based  upon  sound  principles  of  government,  and 
he  has  served  as  city  attorney  and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  but  has 
not  been  a  candidate  for  other  office.  He  is|  identified  with  the  Masonic  lodge, 
chapter  and  commandery  and  the  beneficent  teachings  of  the  craft  find  expres- 
sion in  his  life.  He  has  always  remained  a  careful  student  of  matters  relating 
to  jurisprudence  and  also  of  subjects  of  general  interest  and  has  an  unusually 
fine  library  which  affords  him  much  enjoyment.  He  has  not  only  gained 
recognition  as  an  able  and  conscientious  member  of  the  bar  but  he  has  also 
gained  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens,  because  of  his  willing- 
ness to  work  for  the  general  good. 


ARTHUR  J.  JONAS. 


Arthur  J.  Jonas,  dealer  in  automobiles  and  proprietor  of  a  garage  in  which 
he  does  both  repairing  and  experimental  work,  was  born  in  Racine,  October 
8,  1881,  a  son  of  Fred  and  Julia  (Novatny)  Jonas.  The  father,  a  native  of 
Prague,  Bohemia,  came  to  Racine  when  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Pifty-two 
years  ago  he  established  the  Bohemian  paper  Slavic,  which  he  continued  to 
edit  and  publish  until  1904,  when  ho  retired  and  has  since  lived  in  Racine, 
enjoying  a  well  earned  rest. 

Arthur  J.  Jonas,  spending  his  youthful  days  in  his  parents*  home,  pursued 
his  education  in  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  Racine  to  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  when  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  and  he  made  his  initial  step  in  the 
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business  world.  For  two  years  he  was  employed  at  the  engine  works  of 
P.  J.  Green  and  then  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  dental  supplies,  build- 
ing up  a  good  business  which  eight  years  later  he  sold  to  eastern  parties. 
He  then  organized  the  garage  and  bicycle  business  and  he  not  only  does  repair 
but  also  experimental  work  in  connection  with  automobiles.  He  possesses 
marked  mechanical  skill  and  ingenuity  and  in  addition  has  that .  executive 
force  which  has  enabled  him  to  build  up  a  good  trade. 

In  1906  Mr.  Jonas  was  married  to  Miss  Nora  Larson,  of  Racine,  and  they 
have  two  children :  Arthur  C,  nine  years  of  age ;  and  Dorothy  Jeanette,  who 
is  in  her  fifth  year.  Mr.  Jonas  has  always  lived  in  Racine  and  by  reason  of  his 
substantial  qualities  he  has  gained  many  friends  among*  his  numerous 
acquaintances  in  this  city. 


HENRY  L.  WRATTEN. 

The  welfare  of  a  city  does  not  depend  so  much  upon  the  machinery  of  its 
government  or  even  upon  the  men  that  occupy  its  oflSces  as  it  does  upon  the 
business  enterprises  which  promote  its  material  growth  and  development,  and 
each  legitimate  enterprise  wisely  conducted  adds  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
city.  In  this  connection,  therefore,  mention  should  be  made  of  Henry  L. 
Wratten,  who  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  from  the  beginning  has  been  the 
president  of  the  Racine  Boiler  &  Tank  Company,  which  started  in  business 
in  October,  1913. 

Mr.  Wratten  was  bom  in  Racine,  January  17,  1860,  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Harriett  (Biggs)  Wratten,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England,  whence 
they  emigrated  to  the  new  world.  They  established  their  home  in  New  York 
and  were  married  in  Utica,  that  state,  where  they  lived  until  1844,  when  they 
came  to  Racine.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  contractor  and  became  foreman 
of  the  car  shops  for  the  Western  Union  Railway,  remaining  active  in  indus- 
trial circles  in  this  city  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1868. 
His  widow  survived  for  a  long  period,  passing  away  in  1885. 

Henry  L.  Wratten  was  the  tenth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  twelve 
children  and  after  pursuing  a  public  school  education  he  learned  the  boiler 
making  trade,  giving  close  attention  to  every  phase  of  the  work  and  thus  pro- 
moting his  efficiency,  which  won  him  advancement  from  time  to  time  until 
he  became  superintendent  for  the  S.  Freeman  &  Sons  Mfg.  Co.  He  was  with 
that  company  for  thirty-two  years,  acting  as  superintendent  for  twenty-six 
years — a  fact  which  stands  in  incontrovertible  evidence  of  his  capability  and 
trustworthiness  and  his  marked  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  house  which 
he  represented.  Ambitious,  however,  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
in  October,  1913,  he  organized  the  Racine  Boiler  &  Tank  Company,  of  which 
he  became  the  president,  with  James  Fahey  as  the  vice  president  and  William 
Teubner  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  They  employ  twelve  men  and  do  general 
contracting  and  job  work  in  their  line.  Their  plant  is  located  in  the  Satterly 
building  at  Racine  Junction  and  the  business  is  proving  a  growing  and  profit- 
able concern. 
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On  the  15th  of  July,  1883,  Mr.  Wratten  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Statia  Santry,  of  Racine,  who  passed  away  December  5,  1893.  On  the  26th  of 
April,  1896,  Mr.  Wratten  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Nettie  Pahey,  a  daughter  of  Michael  Pahey,  an  eariy  settler  of  Racine. 
By  this  marriage  there  were  born  six  children,  namely :' Harriet,  who  is 
deceased;  Henry,  Isabel,  Mary,  who  has  also  passed  away;  Wendell  and 
Prances. 

Mr.  Wratten  casts  an  independent  ballot,  his  vote  being  determined  by  the 
capability  of  the  candidate.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club,  which 
indicates  his  interest  in  the  city's  business  welfare  and  development.  He 
belongs  to  the  Elks  Lodge  and  in  Masonry  has  attained  the  Kjiights  Templar 
degree,  being  a  worthy  exemplar  of  the  craft  which  is  based  upon  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  brotherhood  of  man.  'He  has  long  figured  prominently  in  indus^ 
trial  circles  in  the  city  and  his  ability  has  brought  him  prominently  to  the 
front  in  this  connection. 


JOHN  P.  BARRY. 


On  the.  1st  of  January,  1915,  John  P.  Barry  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  register  of  deeds  arid  at  the  same  time  he  is  engaged  in  the  abstract  business 
in  Racine,  with  which  he  has  long  been  connected.  He  was  born  in  Newton, 
Iowa,  August  31,  1881,  a  son  of  David  T.  and  Katherine  (Plynn)  Barry,  the 
former  a  native  of  Westmoreland,  Virginia,  while  the  latter  was  bom  in  Ire- 
land. They  were  ma?:ried  in  Chicago  and  in  the  year  1872  became  residents  of 
Iowa.  The  father's  business  was  that  of  railroading  for  some  years  and  after- 
ward he  became  an  iron  molder,  working  at  that  trade  until  the  time  of  his 
demise  on  the  7th  of  November,  1913.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  with 
her  son,  John  P.    The  family  has  resided  in  Racine  since  1891. 

John  P.  Barry  was  a  lad  of  but  ten  years  when  the  family  home  was  estab- 
lished in  this  city,  so  that  he  continued  his  education  here  as  a  public  and  high 
school  pupil.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  E.  L.  Casterton  Business  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1900,  and  he  completed  a  course  in  the  Ra- 
cine City  Business  College  by  graduation  with  the  class  of  1902.  On  the  1st 
of  Pebruary  of  the  same  year  he  secured  a  position  in  the  Knight  &  Peck  ab- 
stract office,  where  he  remained  until  May  1, 1911,  becoming  during  that  period 
familiar  with  every  phase  of  the  abstract  business.  He  then  opened  an  abstract 
office  on  his  own  account  and  still  continues.  He  has  a  complete  set  of  books 
and  has  gained  a  large  clientage  in  this  connection,  his  business  bringing  him 
now  a  substantial  return. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1915,  Mr.  Barry  was  married  to  Miss  Eleanor 
Agnes  Graef,  who  was  a  registered  nurse  of  St.  3fary's  Hospital.  She  was 
born  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Katherine  Graef,  who 
were  residents  of  Port  Washington,  Wisconsin,  but  have  now  passed  away. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barry  both  held  membership  in  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  church 
and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.    His  political  endorsement  is  given  to  the 
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principles  and  candidates  of  the  republican  party.  In  1904  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  alderman  in  the  fourth  ward  but  was  defeated  by  the  Socialist  League 
by  a  vote  of  seventeen.  In  the  fall  of  1914  he  became  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  and  received  the  indorsment  of  the 
public  at  the  polls,  assuming  the  duties  of  that  position  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1915.  His  previous  business  experience  had  made  him  well  qualified  for 
this  work  and  he  is  proving  an  able  official. 


WALLIS  TRACTOR  COMPANY. 

The  Wallis  Tractor  Company,  of  Racine,  was  organized  about  1912,  with 
H.  M.  Wallis  as  president  and  treasurer;  H.  M.  Wallis,  Jr.,  secretary,  and 
Oliver  P.  Conger,  director.  Later  there  were  added  to  the  directorate  W.  C. 
Quarles,  of  Milwaukee,  and  P.  H.  Batten,  of  Racine.  The  company  manu- 
factures farm  and  road  tractors  which  were  designed  by  R.  O.  Hendrickson. 
The  factory  was  at  first  located  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  was  later  moved  to 
Racine  to  be  closer  to  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works,  who  are  the  distributors  of 
its  product  in  the  United  States.  The  chief  distinctive  characteristic  of-  its 
tractors  is  the  frame  construction,  which  consists  of  steel  platfe  rolled  up  into 
a  U  shaped  boiler  construction  in  which  all  of  the  working  parts  of  the  tractor 
are  mounted  and  run  in  a  constant  oil  bath.  Thus  the  frame  of  the  tractor 
serves  the  dual  purpose  of  being  a  frame  and  also  the  housing  for  the  motor 
base,  transmission  and  diflferential.  The  company  has  been  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain  a  basic  pattern  on  this  original  construction.  By  reason  of  its  box 
girder  frame  construction  the  machine  is  unusually  light  for  its  strength  and 
develops  more  horse  power  than  any  other  tractor  in  the  world.  Its  motor 
bums  either  kerosene  or  gasoline  successfully,  and  the  tractor  can  turn  in  a 
radius  of  its  own  wheel  base,  which  is  eight  feet  four  inches.  The  tractor  is 
today  being  sold  all  over  the  United  States,  for  its  value  and  efficiency  are 
at  once  recognized  by  both  the  experienced  and  the  inexperienced  in  the  use 
of  such  machines.  The  factory  contains  seventy-five  thousand  square  feet  of 
floor  space,  is  supplied  with  the  best  labor-saving  machinery  and  devices  and 
employs  two  hundred  people,  all  skilled  mechanics.  The  plant  has  a  sprinkler 
system  and  there  is  every  convenience  for  the  developmnt  of  the  work,  while 
the  business  management  constitutes  a  splendid  basis  for  the  development  of 
the  trade. 


H.  M.  WALLIS,  JR. 


H.  M.  Wallis,  Jr.,  manager  of  the  Wallis  Tractor  Company,  which  was 
organized  in  1912,  was  born  in  Racine  on  the  24th  of  January,  1888,  a  son  of 
H.  M.  and  Jessie  (Case)  Wallis.  He  pursued  his  education  as  a  student  in 
Racine  College,  the  Manor  School  at  Stamford,  Connecticut,  and  in  the  Hotch- 
kiss  School  of  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  and  when  his  school  days  were  over  lie 
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returned  to  Racine,  where  he  secured  employment  in  the  J.  1.  Case  Plow  Works, 
lie  advanced  through  all  departments  in  the  shop,  gaining  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  business,  and  afterward  traveled  for  the  corporation  out  of 
the  Dallas  (Texas)  office,  representing  the  company  in  all  for  about  five  years. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  was.  made  manager  of  the  Wallis  Tractor 
Company,  which  was  organized  in  1912  for  the  manufacture  of  farm  and  road 
tractors.  This  business  has  rapidly  developed  and  the  value  of  its  output  has 
oeeome  widely  known,  so  that  the  sale  now  extends  widely  over  Amerioan 
territory. 

In  1912  Mr.  Wallis  was  married  to  Miss  Gertrude  Allien,  of  Stamford, 
Connecticut.  He  is  identified  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  he  has  membership  in  the  Country  Club.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Commer- 
cial Club  and  in  politics  is  a  republican.  He  has  neither  time  nor  inclination 
to  seek  public  office,  however,  as  the  development  of  his  business  claims  his 
entire  attention.  He  is  a  young  man  of  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judg- 
ment and  his  executive  ability  and  excellent  management  have  brought  to  the 
concern  with  which  he  is  connected  a  large  degree  of  success. 


GEORGE  W.  DROUGHT. 

George  W.  Drought,  who  carries  on  farming  on  section  1,  Norway  town- 
ship, is  a  worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
Racine  county.  His  birth  occurred  in  Norway  township,  October  18,  1869. 
his  parents  being  William  Beasley  and  Mary  (Curren)  Drought.  The  mother 
had  been  previously  married,  her  first  husband  being  Werley  Drought,  who 
was  in  the  war.  The  father  was  bom  in  Canada  and  was  a  son  of  George 
Drought,  who  brought  his  family  to  Racine  county  in  1838  from  his  old  home 
in  the  Dominion.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  locality  and  his 
first  home  here  was  a  sod  house.  This  was  afterward  replaced  by  a  log  dnell- 
ing  and  subsequently  a  frame  house  was  erected.  Amid  pioneer  scenes  Wil- 
liam Beasley  Drought  grew  to  manhood  and  in  Norway  township  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Mary  (Curren)  Drought,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Raymond  township, 
of  which  her  father,  Frank  Curren,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers.  The  young 
couple  took  up  their  residence  upon  a  farm  in  Norway  township  and  Mr. 
Drought  continued  to  follow  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  The  first  eighty  acres  which  he  owned  was  given  him  by  his  father, 
but  as  time  passed  and  he  prospered  in  his  farm  work  he  was  able  to  extend 
the  boundaries  of -his  place  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  five  hundred 
acres.  He  served  on  the  school  board  for  a  number  of  years  and  took  a  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  supporting  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
republican  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  faithful  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church.  To  them  were  born  five  children :  George  W.,  Ernest  R, 
who  is  engaged  in  running  a  sawmill  in  Waterford;  Ira  E.,  who  lives  on  the 
old  homestead;  A.  B.,  a  resident  of  Raymond  township,  and  Lucy,  the  wife 
of  David  Codfish,  a  farmer  of  Raymond  toynship. 

George  W.  Drought  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
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township  and  on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  continued  to  follow  the  occu- 
pation to  which  he  was  reared,  becoming  a  successful  farmer.  He  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  excellent  land  and  in  connection  with  its 
operation  follows  dairying,  keeping  on  hand  full  blooded  Holstein  cows  for 
this  purpose.  In  1899  he  erected  a  good  residence  and  has  also  built  a  large 
barn  and  silo  upon  his  place,  which  is  known  as  the  Pioneer  Farm. 

In  1899  Mr.  Drought  married  Miss  Delia  M.  Olsen,  who  was  born  in  Water- 
ford  and  is  a  daughter  of  Halver  Olsen,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Norway 
township  now  residing  in  Waterford.  Mrs.  Drought  received  an  excellent  edu- 
cation, attending  the  Rochester  Academy  and  also  the  State  Normal  at  White- 
water. For  two  years  she  taught  school  at  Waterford  and  for  the  same  length 
of  time  at  Yorkville.  For  five  years  she  was  in  charge  of  the  Drought  school 
and  for  two  years  held  a  position  in  a  graded  school  at  Waterford.  She  was 
a  very  successful  teacher,  having  the  ability  to  impart  clearly  the  knowledge 
that  she  had  acquired.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drought  were  born  four  children, 
those  still  living  being  Merle  Irene,  George  Delwing  and  William  Donald. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drought  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  the  work  of  which  they  take  an  active  interest,  and  politically  Mr.  Drought 
favors  the  prohibition  party.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board  for  many 
years  and  has  done  much  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual  and  material  wel- 
fare of  his  community.  He  well  merits  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his 
fellow  citizens  and  wherever  known  is  held  in  high  regard. 


JOHN  0.  JONES. 


John  0.  Jones,  conducting  an  oxtensive  contracting  business  under  the 
name  of  the  Western  Improvement  Company,  has  built  up  a  business  of  large 
and  gratifying  proportions  in  street  paving,  a  business  that  extends  over  many 
adjoining  states.  Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Ll^nfairfechan,  Wales,  on  the  23d 
of  June»  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Owen  and  Ann  (Jones)  Jones,  both  representa- 
tives of  old  families  that  have  lived  in  that  section  of  Wales  for  hundreds 
of  years.  The  family  on  one  side  were  farmers  and  on  the  other  were  granite 
quarrymen.  The  parents  of  John  0.  Jones  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Wales 
and  in  that  country  the  son  was  reared  and  educated.  He  became  a  granite 
worker  and  was  thus  employed  until  1883,  when  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
years  he  left  home  and  sailed  for  the  United  States. 

Making  his  way  at  once  to  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Jones  settled  in  Green  Lake 
county  and  secured  employment  at  a  granite  quarry,  where  he  worked  for 
about  nine  years.  He  then  came  to  Raoine  and  entered  the  business  of  street 
paving  under  his  own  name.  Later  he  was  joined  by  his  sons  under  the  style 
of  John  O.  Jones  &  Sons  and  in  19.08  the  business  was  reorganized  under  the 
name  of  the  Western  Improvement  Company,  with  John  0.  Jones  as  the  first 
president  and  his  son  and  namesake  secretary  and  treasurer.  This  company 
operates  in  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Michigan  and  the  Dakotas  and  confines 
their  attention  exclusively  to  street  paving.  This  is  the  largest  concern  of  the 
kind  in  Racine  and  the  business  has  now  reached  gratifying  proportions.    Mr. 
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Jones  is  a  self-made  man  who  started  out  empty  handed  but  has  steadUy 
worked  his  way  upward  along  progressive  lines  and  is  now  doing  a  business 
of  about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  year. 

In  1887  Mr.  Jones  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Jones,  who  was  bom  in 
northern  Wales  in  1858,  and  they  have  become  parents  of  five  children :  Hugh, 
deceased;  Anna,  the  wife  of  A.  F.  Donald,  of  Stockton,  California;  John  0., 
who  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Western  Improvement  Company ;  Susan, 
the  wife  of  George  W.  Jones,  cashier  of  the  Western  Improvement  Company: 
and  Beatrice,  at  home. 

Mr.  Jones  and  his  family  are  all  members  of  the  Welsh  Presbyterian  church 
and  for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  its  board  of  trustees.  In 
1911  he  erected  one  of  the  finest  homes  of  the  city,  so  that  his  family  is  most 
comfortably  located  and  their  beautiful  residence  is  attractive  not  only  by 
reason  of  its  pleasing  architecture  and  tasteful  furnishings  but  also  by  reason 
of  its  warm-hearted  hospitality.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Jones  is  an  earnest 
republican  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day 
although  not  ambitious  to  hold  office.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason  of  high 
rank,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  for 
twenty  years  he  has  been  a  loyal  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  Prom  early  manhood  a  resident  of  Wisconsin,  he  has  throughout  the 
entire  period  so  directed  his  interests  that  success  in  large  measure  is  his  and 
at  the  same  time  his  business  methods  may  well  sot  a  standard  for  integrity  as 
well  as  enterprise. 


THE  E.  C.  TECKTONIUS  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY. 

The  E.  C.  Tecktonius  Manufacturing  Company  is  a  corporation,  established 
in  1891  and  incorporated  in  1904,  with  office  and  factory  buildings  at  1224 
Thirteenth  street,  and  1231-1238  Washington  avenue,  Racine,  Wisconsin. 

This  company,  like  all  other  enterprises  that  have  stood  the  test,  was 
established  in  a  small  way  in  the  rear  of  the  residence  of  E.  C.  Tecktonius, 
and  by  his  careful  management  has  made  possible  a  fastener  for  connecting 
or  joining  the  two  ends  of  a  band  on  anything  circular.  This  simple  device 
is  now  in  use  throughout  the  entire  United  States  and  Canada,  and  many  ship- 
ments have  been  made  into  foreign  countries.  This  fastener  is  used  exclusively 
by  tank  and  silo  manufacturers,  also  by  tile,  brick,  and  terra  cotta  manu- 
facturers, railroads,  and  on  trunk  sewer  lines. 

The  name  ** Tecktonius'*  is  synonymous  with  this  article  and  many  specifi- 
cations of  the  United  States  government,  wherein  this  device  is  used,  specify 
'* Tecktonius"  fasteners. 

Since  May,  1915,  they  have  added  to  their  line  silo  hardware,  making  it 
possible  for  every  lumber  dealer  throughout  the  United  States  (54,000  of  them 
in  number),  to  sell  silos  to  farmers  with  the  same  ease  as  they  would  sell  a 
bill  of  lumber  for  a  barn  or  house.  The  silo  business,  when  summed  up  prop- 
erly, is  nothing  more  than  lumber  and  hardware  assembled,  and  with  the 
E.  C.   Tecktonius  Manufacturing  Company's  method  it  is  possible  for  any 
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lumber  dealer  to  engage  in  the  sale  of  silos  without  a  dollar  of  investment, 
saving  the  farmer,  in  turn,  from  fifty  dollars  to  one  hundred  dollars  on  a 
silo  that  he  would  otherwise  be  obliged  to  pay  if  purchased  from  a  silo  manu- 
facturer by  reason  of  such  manufacturer's  selling  and  overhead  expense. 


FREDERICK  A.  TECKTONIUS. 

Frederick  A.  Tecktonius,  active,  energetic,  alert  and  progressive,  is  win- 
ning success  for  the  E.  C.  Tecktonius  Manufacturing  Company  as  one  of  its 
oflScers.  With  this  business  he  has  been  connected  since  hijs  school  days  were 
over  and,  concentrating  his  efforts  upon  the  further  development  of  their 
trade,  he  is  now  contributing  much  to  the  success  of  the  undertaking.  He 
was  bom  in  Kenosha,  September  19,  1878,  a  son  of  Emil  C.  and  Bridget  Ann 
(Hoje)  Tecktonius,  who  were  married  August  15,  1867,  in  Kenosha.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Sweden,  bom  in  1846,  and  came  to  the  United  Stgtes 
when  seventeen  years  of  age,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  Ireland  and  was 
brought  to  America  during  her  infancy.  For  the  past  thirty  years  Mr.  Teck- 
tonius has  devoted  his  energies  to  manufacturing  and  has  made  steady  prog- 
ress in  that  field,  being  the  promoter  of  the  E.  C.  Tecktonius  Manufacturing 
Company,  which  has  developed  its  business  largely  along  the  line  of  manu- 
facturing hardware  and  specialties  for  silo  building.  In  1882  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Racine  and  has  since  occupied  a  creditable  position  in 
business  circles  but  at  the  present  time  is  largely  leaving  the  control  and 
management  of  his  interests  to  others,  while  he  is  practically  living  retired. 

To  him  and  his  wife. have  been-born  six  sons  and  six  daughters:  Emil  S., 
of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota ;  Margaret,  deceased ;  George  C,  of  Chicago ;  Agnes, 
who  married  Bror  Johaneson  and  is  living  in  Sweden;  Frederick  A.  of  this 
review ;  Leo,  of  Paris,  France ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Frederick  Stem,  of  Kenosha ; 
Jane,  living  at  home ;  Edward,  at  home,  and  Clara,  the  wife  of  Harold  Loebel, 
of  Chicago.     The  other  two  children  are  also  deceased. 

Frederick  A.  Tecktonius  obtained  a  public  school  education  and  also 
attended  commercial  college,  and  when  the  time  came  for  him  to  start  out  in 
business  he  joined  his  father  and  is  now  manager  of  the  E.  C.  Tecktonius 
Manufacturing  Company,  which  is  mentioned  at  length  above.  He  has  studied 
every  phase  of  the  business,  knows  wherein  the  output  is  superior  to  manu- 
factures of  similar  character  and  is  constantly  striving  to  improve  and  develop 
the  product  as  well  as  to  extend  the  trade  relations  of  the  house. .  In  addition 
to  his  activity  along  this  line  Mr.  Tecktonius  engaged  quite  extensively  in 
raising  Bufif  Leghorn  chickens,  of  which  he  was  a  fancier  and  which  he  sold 
all  over  the  world  but  has  now  disposed  of  his  business  in^that  connection. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1901,  Mr.  Tecktonius  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Julia  M.  Crandle,  of  Racine,  by  whom  he  has  a  son,  Cornelius.  Mr.  Teck- 
tonius has  membership  with  the  Elks  and  also  with  the  Commercial  Club.  He 
has  always  been  a  resident  of  southern  Wisconsin  and  his  fellow  citizens  in 
this  part  of  the  state  have  ever  known  him  as  an  enterprising,  wide-awake 
and  progressive  business  man,  ready  to  meet  any  emergency  and  never  fear- 
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ing  to  venture  where  favoring  opportunity  points  out  the  way.  He  is  fortunate 
in  that  he  possesses  character  and  ability  which  inspire  confidence  in  others, 
ami  the  simple  weight  of  his  character  and  ability  has  carried  him  into  impor- 
tant business  relations.  It  is  true  that  he  entered  upon  a  business  already 
established,  but  in  enlarging  and  controlling  this  many  a  man  of  less  resolut** 
spirit  would  have  failed.  His  record  illustrates,  therefore,  that  sucess  is  not 
a  matter  of  genius,  as  held  by  some,  or  of  fortunate  circumstances,  but  is 
rather  the  outcome  of  clear  judgment  and  experience. 


CHRIS  SC^HROEDER. 


Chris  Schroeder,  who  upon  the  foundation  of  broad,  practical  experience 
in  agriculture  has  built  his  life  work-^that  of  disseminating  useful  knowledge 
concerning  improved  methods  of  farming  and  live  stock  breeding — is  now 
live  stock  editor  of  the  Wisconsin  Agriculturist,  published  at  Racine.  He  was 
born  in  Kewaunee,  this  state,  December  31,  1880,  a  son  of  Frederick  C.  and 
Margaret  (Hoeltz)  Schroeder,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The 
father  was  born  in  1842  and  with  his  parents  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1853,  the  family  home  being  established  in  Manitowoc  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  followed  the  occupati(fti  of  farming.  The  life  record  of  FVederick 
C.  Schroeder  covered  seventy-two  years,  his  death  occurring  in  1914.  His 
wife  was  born  in  1846  and  was  brought  by  her  father  to  the  new  world  in 
1850,  the  Hoeltz  family  being  also  established  in  Manitowoc  county.  Three 
years  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  C.  Schroeder  removed  to 
Kewaunee  county,  where  they  became  pioneer  settlers  and  farmers.  Previous 
to  his  marriage  Mr.  Schroeder  served  for  three  years  as  a  federal  soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  from  1862  until  1865,  fighting  in  the  Western  Army  at  Vicks- 
burg,  along  the  Rio  Grande  and  at  Mobile. 

Chris  Schroeder,  reared  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Kewaunee  and  afterward  followed  the 
profession  of  teaching  for  two  years.  A  contemporary  biographer,  writing 
of  his  youthful  days,  said:  '*He  received  his  early  farm  training  under  the 
guidance  of  his  thrifty  parents,  and  too,  by  working  primarily  before  and 
after  school  hours.  Many  a  5  a.  m.  alarm  saw  the  boy  at  chores  and  milk- 
ing, and  it  is  not  unusual  for  him  today  to  show  visitors  the  sixty-acre  farm 
where  stood  the  young  forest  which  was  leveled  to  the  ground  with  the  help 
of  his  axe  during  vacation  time.  There  was  comparatively  little  so-called 
recreation  for  the  boy  Schroeder.  The  farm  was  paid  for  through  the  thrift 
of  his  parents  and  older  brothers,  but  there  were  improvements  necessary.  He 
was  anxious  to  help  make  it  a  success  and  he  loved  farming  and  work  too 
much  to  idle  long.  The  outdoors  seemed  to  call  him  continually.  He  thrived 
behind  the  plow  and  mowing  machine — the  live  stock  seemed  to  know  they 
were  being  handled  by  one  who  appreciated  their  qualities.  His  constant 
desire  for  knowledge  led  him  into  teaching  at  the  rural  school,  for  he  has 
always  contended  that  to  know  a  thing  one  must  be  able  to  teach  it.  Then 
again  it  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  trying  out  his  theory  that  farm  children 
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should  be  taught  by  one  who  knows  farming  and  could  intelligently  interpret 
the  lessons  in  a  language  they  understood.  Two  years  of  this  and  he  became 
hungry  for  a  college  training,  so  in  1902  he  entered  the  Long  Course  in  agri- 
culture at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  graduated  with  honors,  and  remained 
it  the  university  farm  for  a  year,  specializing  in  the  care* of  beef  cattle  and 
breeding  horse  stock,  assisting  also  in  class  work  and  live  stock  judging.  Still 
intent  upon  making  the  teaching  of  better  live  stock  his  vocation,  he  accept(^d 
the  position  as  instmctor  in  animal  husbandry  at  the  Minnesota  Agricultural 
College,  and  in  June,  1908,  assumed  the  responsibility  of  live  stock  editor 
with  the  Wisconsin  Agriculturist,"  in  which  connection  he  has  since  continued, 
making  his  department  of  the  paper  one  of  extreme  interest  and  value  to  the 
breeders  and  raisers  of  live  stock.  In  this  connection  he  has  also  served  as 
the  secretary  of  the  Holstein-Friesian  Breeders*  Association  of  Wisconsin 
since  March,  1913. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1908,  Mr.  Schroeder  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lillian  Jordens,  of  Milwaukee,  who  passed  away  on  the  2d  of  March,  1912. 
On  the  1st  of  July,  1913,  Mr.  Schroeder  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Beulah  R.  Sherburne,  of  Palmyra,  Wisconsin.  By  his  first  wife 
he  had  one  child,  Ger-da  Leone,  who  was  bom  on  the  10th  of  December,  1909. 

Mr.  Schroeder  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  republican  party  and,  while  not  an  oflBce  seeker,  keeps  well 
informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  He  belongs  to  the  Equitable 
Fraternal  Union  and  his  life  standards  are  drawn  from  the- teachings  of  the 
Congregational  church,  his  membership  being  now  in  Plymouth  church  of 
Racine.  He  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  is  deeply  interested  in  all 
of  its  proposed  plans  and  projects  for  the  improvement  and  development  of 
the  city.  Of  him  it  has  been  said:  "All  through  his  life  a  tireless  worker,  a 
consistent  thinker  and  a  loyal  friend,  he  numbers  among  his  acquaintances 
most,  of  the  best  farmers  of  the  state.  He  seeks  no  glory  other  than  that 
which  is  the  natural  result  of  helping  others,  and  is  acknowledged  by  many  as 
being  one  of  the  best  posted  young  men  in  animal  husbandry  in  the  state.** 
Advancement  has  been  his  watchword  and  his  entire  life  has  been  a  stimulating 
influence  for  benefit  in  connection  with  every  work  that  he  has  undertaken. 


CLINTON  SKEWES. 


Clinton  Skewes,  who  is  operating  the  family  homestead  in  Yorkville  town- 
ship, has  a  number  of  good  dairy  cows  and  ships  milk  extensively  to  Chicago. 
He  is  also  doing  considerable  truck  gardening  and  raises  some  grain.  His 
birth  occurred  upon  the  farm  which  he  is  now  cultivating,  on  the  14th  of 
August,  1880,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Hannibal  and  Eliza  (Phillips)  Skewes,  natives 
of  Cornwall,  England,  bom  in  1838  and  1840,  respectively.  The  mother  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Phillips,  who 
were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Racine  county,  Wisconsin.  The  father  came 
to  the  United  States  when  twenty  years  of  age  and  joined  an  uncle  living  in 
Yorkville  township.     Later  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  and 
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became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  acres  of  fine  land.  He  was  a  republican 
with  prohibition  tendencies  and  was  for  years  a  local  preacher  in  the  Metho. 
dist  Episcopal  church.  He  and  his  wife  were  married  in  Yorkville  township 
in  1864  and  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  here,  his  death  occurring  in 
1912  and  hers  in  1903.  Of  their  six  children  four  survive,  namely,  Edward 
Henry,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Manly,  who  is  train 
dispatcher  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  at 
Minneapolis;  Clinton  and  Lillie,  the  wife  of  Darrick  West,  a  farmer  of  Ray- 
mond township. 

Clinton  Skewes  obtained  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  York- 
ville precinct  and  is  indebted  to  his  father  for  his  early  and  thorough  train- 
ing in  agricultural  work.  He  has  continued  to  farm  and  now  owns  the  home 
place,  to  which  he  has  added  forty  acres,  thus  bringing  his  holdings  up  to  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  not  only  is  the  land  fertile  and  highly  cultivated 
but  the  buildings  upon  the  place  are  modern  and  up-to-date.  He  has  a  largo 
dairy  and  ships  milk  to  Chicago,  finding  this  business  very  profitable.  He  also 
raises  cabbage  for  the  city  markets  and  likewise  grows  corn  and  other  grain. 
He  manages  all  branches  of  his  work  well  and  receives  a  gratifying  financial 
return  from  his  land. 

Mr.  Skewes  was  married  on  the  26th  of  June,  1912,  to  Miss  Grace  Vyvyan, 
a  daughter  of  William  Vyvyan,  a  pioneer  of  Racine  county.  He  followed  the 
butcher's  trade  for  many  years,  accumulating  a  competence,  and  was  widely 
known. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skewes  are  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  he  is  now  serving  as  president  of  its  board  of  trustees. 
He  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  is  also  a  firm  believer  in  the  wisdom  of 
prohibiting  the  liquor  traffic.  Although  he  gives  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  his  farm  work  he  finds  opportunity  to  co-operate  with  others 
in  furthering  movements  for  the  general  good  and  his  public  spirit  is  generally 
recognized. 


MORRIS  JORGENSEN. 


Morris  Jorgensen,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  dairying  and  stock  rais- 
ing in  connection  with  the  production  of  grain  in  Yorkville  township,  was 
born  in  Denmark  on  the  30th  of  July,  1867.  His  parents,  Hans  Mikkel  and 
Lena  (Anderson)  Jorgensen,  were  also  natives  of  that  country,  where  they 
passed  their  entire  lives.  The  father,  who  was  born  June  27,  1822,  engaged 
in  farming  for  many  years,  dying  in  February,  1909,  upon  the  homestead, 
which  is  now  in  possession  of  one  of  his  sons.  There  are  eight  children  living, 
namely:  Richard,  who  is  farming  the  home  place  in  Denmark;  Morris;  An- 
tonia,  the  wife  of  Christ  Sorensen,  of  Somers  township;  Hans  and  Edward, 
both  residents  of  Yorkville  township;  Annie,  the  wife  of  James  Johnson,  a 
tailor  of  Kenosha:  and  Laura  and  Mary,  both  of  whom  are  still  residing  in 
Denmark. 

Morris  Jorgensen  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  coun- 
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try  but  when  fourteen  years  of  age  left  home  and  began  his  independent 
career.  A  number  of  years  later,  in  1890,  he  emigrated  to  America  and  made 
his  way  to  this  country,  where  he  arrived  in  March.  He  worked  for  a  farmer 
in  Yorkville  township  for  some  time  and  later  rented  land  for  eight  years, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  purchased  the  property,  which  he  subsequently 
sold.  He  then  bought  his  present  farm,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Yorkville  township,  and  he  has  erected  good  buildings  upon 
the  place  and  otherwise  added  to  its  value.  The  prosperity  which  he  enjoys 
is  doubly  creditable  because  it  is  the  direct  reward  of  his  labor  and  good 
management.  He  has  a  number  of  Holstein  and  Durham  cattle  and  in  addi- 
tion to  raising  cattle  for  the  market  also  feeds  other  stock.  He  is  also  engaged 
in  dairying  to  some  extent. 

Mr.  Jorgensen  was  married  in  1894  to  Miss  Christine  Anderson,  who  was 
born  in  Raymond  township,  Racine  county,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Karen  (Nelson)  Larsen,  natives  of  Denmark,  who  in  1869  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin.  The  father 
farmed  in  Raymond  township  until  his  demise  late  in  1873.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  May,  1874,  that  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Jorgensen,  was  born.  In  the  same 
year  the  mother  became  the  wife  of  Jorgen  Anderson  and  the  children  of  that 
marriage  are :  George,  who  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age ;  Annie,  the  wife 
of  James  Christensen  of  Raymond ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  William  Peterson,  also 
of  Raymond ;  James,  who  is  superintendent  of  a  farm  in  Yorkville  township ; 
Emma,  the  wife  of  James  Gabrielsen ;  and  Ida,  the  wife  of  William  Peterson, 
of  Yorkville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jorgensen  have  two  children,  Florence  and  Ed- 
ward, both  at  home. 

Mr.  Jorgensen  supports  the  republican  party  at  the  polls  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  political  preferment.  He  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran 
church  and  has  conformed  his  life  to  its  teachings.  During  the  quarter  of  a 
century  in 'which  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Racine  county  he  has  won  a  high 
place  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  has  many  personal  friends. 


F.  B.  SWINGLE. 


F.  B.  Swingle,  who  since  1912  has  been  associate  editor  of  the  Wisconsin 
Agriculturist,  although  he  began  writing  for  publication  long  prior  to  that 
date,  was  born  in  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  March  8,  1876,  a  son  of  Warren  W. 
and  Frankie  (Bell)  Swingle.  The  parents  were  also  natives  of  Rock  county 
and  the  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Adam  Bell,  one  of  the  early  pioneer  settlers 
of  the  state,  who  on  removing  westward  from  New  York  in  1838,  passed 
through  Racine  and  established  his  home  in  Rock  county,  having  made  the  trip 
to  Racine  by  water,  and  farther  west  with  an  ox  team.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Justice  Cobb  Swingle,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  he  arrived 
in  the  Badger  state  in  1835.  He  married  Maria  Clark,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  they  shared  in  all  of  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  life  on  the 
frontier  and  contributed  to  the  pioneer  development  of  the  state  which  has 
constituted  the  preliminary  step  toward  present  day  progress  and  prosperity. 
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After  attaining  his  majority  Warren  W.  Swingle  took  up  the  occupation  of 
farming  in  Bock  county,  making  his  home  near  Clinton,  and  became  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  of  the  community. 

P.  B.  Swingle  supplemented  his  public  school  training  by  study  in  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Whitewater  and  afterward  took  up  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing, which  he  followed  successfully  for  ten  years  in  Kenosha  and  Racine  coun- 
ties. On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  was  appointed  to  a  position  in  the 
Bacine  postofBce,  where  he  remained  until  1912,  when  he  was  made  a  member 
of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Wisconsin  Agriculturist.  He  had  long  been  deeply 
interested  in  the  development  of  the  state  in  connection  with  its  farming  and 
educational  interests  and  in  early  manhood  had  taken  up  literary  work,  con- 
tributing various  articles  to  farm  journals.  He  is  now  concentrating  his  entire 
attention  upon  his  duties  as  associate  editor  and  has  contributed  to  the  success 
won  by  the  Agriculturist,  which  has  today  scarcely  a  peer  in  farm  journals  in 
the  country. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1899,  Mr.  Swingle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Bose  Wensing,  of  Kenosha  county,  Wisconsin,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children,  Esther  and  Everett.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  the  parents  are  members,  and  Mr.  Swingle  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masons  and  his  interest  in  local  affairs  and  municipal  progress  is  shown  by  his 
hearty  co-operation  with  the  work  of  the  Commercial  Club,  in  which  he  holds 
membership.  He  is  alert  and  enterprising  and  stands  as  a  high  type  of  Amer- 
ican manhood  and  citizenship. 


NELS  CHBISTENSEN. 


Nels  Christensen,  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  N.  Christensen  &  Son,  con- 
ducting a  real  estate,  insurance  and  loan  business,  was  bom  in  Denmark  on 
the  25th  of  March,  1869,  his  pai'ents  being  Nels  C.  and  Mattie  K,  (Nielsdatter) 
Christensen,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Denmark.  The  son  pursued  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  that  country  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  after  which  he  spent  a  year  as  a  pupil  in  a  country 
school.  He  afterward  began  work  as  a  laborer  and  later  learned  the  moulder's 
trade,  which  he  followed  through  much  of  the  time  for  fifteen  years.  In  1903, 
however,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  business  in  connection  with 
Jacob  Anderson  and  the  partnership  existed  until  about  seven  years  ago.  Pol- 
lowing  its  dissolution  Mr.  Christensen  organized  the  present  firm  of  N.  Chris- 
tensen &  Son  and  still  conducts  a  real  estate,  insurance  and  loan  office,  each 
department  of  his  -business  proving  profitable  as  the  result  of  the  liberal  client- 
age which  he  has  won.  His  business  methods  are  thoroughly  progressive  and 
reliable  and  have  gained  for  him  unqualified  confidence  and  regard.  In  addi- 
tion to  negotiating  property  transfers  he  has  done  some  speculative  building, 
erecting  houses  which  he  sells  on  the  installment  plan. 

In  1890,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Mr.  Christensen  was  married  to 
Miss  Elsie  Johanna  Christensen  and  they  have  become  parents  of  four  children : 
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Emma,  the  wife  of  Roy  Leonard,^  of  Racine ;  Harold,  in  business  with  his 
father ;  Cora,  a  teacher  in  the  Gilbert  Knapp  school ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  is  as- 
sisting in  her  father's  office. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Christensen  has  been  a  republican  since  securing 
the  right  of  franchise  and  for  a  term  and  a  half  was  supervisor  from  the  ninth 
ward.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  and  also  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  lodge  at  Racine  and  he  is  supreme  secretary  of  the  Danish  Society, 
a  position  which  indicates  his  high  standing  among  his  fellow  countrymen  in 
this  state.  His  determination  to  come  to  the  new  world  has  received  its  in- 
dorsement in  the  success  which  he  has  won  and  in  the  position  to  which  he  has 
attained,  and  there  is  no  more  loyal  resident  of  Racine  than  this  adopted  son  of 
America. 


PETER  MAURICE. 


Peter  Maurice,  a  successful  dairyman,  living  in  Yorkville  township,  is.  en- 
titled to  the  credit  which  is  given  a  self-made  man,  for  he  has  depended 
entirely  upon  his  own  resources  for  advancement.  He  was  bom  in  Yorkville 
township  on  the  13th  of  December,  1868,  a  son  of  Phillip  and  Mary  (Guden- 
kauf)  Maurice,  both  of  German  birth.  The  father's  natal  year  was  1825  and 
the  mother  was  born  on  the  13th  of  July  1838.  Phillip  Maurice  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Maurice,  in  1846,  and  the 
family  located  in  Racine  county,  where  Edward  Maurice  died  soon  afterwards. 
The  son,  Phillip,  devoted  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years  and 
acquired  a  large  tract  of  land,  most  of  which,  however,  he  sold  to  his  sons 
before  his  demise,  which  occurred  in  1912.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  in  politics  was  a  democrat.  He  was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss 
Mary  Gudenkauf,  a  daughter  of  John  Gudenkauf,  who  came  to  Racine  county 
in  the  '60s,  but  later  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  until  his  death.  Mrs. 
Maurice  is  still  living.  Of  their  family  of  five  children  only  two  survive :  Ed-, 
ward  Emerson,  who  is  farming  in  Nebraska ;  and  Peter. 

The  latter  was  educated  in  the  district  and  parochial  schools  and  after 
putting  aside  his  textbooks  concentrated  his  energies  upon  farming,  working 
with  his  father  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  then  went  to  Racine,  where 
he  was  employed  in  a  factory  for  three  years,  after  T^hich  he  farmed  in  Min- 
nesota for  one  year.  He  then  removed  to  Nebraska  and  for  a  year  conducted 
a  pool  room,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  purchased  the  homestead  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  acres  in  Yorkville  township.  He  does  general  farming, 
but  pays  greater  attention  to  dairying  than  to  any  other  phase  of  his  business. 
He  has  high  grade  cows,  has  thoroughly  equipped  and  sanitary  bams  and  is 
careful  to  see  that  the  milk  is  not  contaminated  in  any  way.  He  keeps  every- 
thing about  the  place  in  excellent  condition  and  has  made  a  number  of  im- 
provements upon  the  farm,  including  the  remodeling  of  his  residence. 

Mr.  Maurice  was  married  in  1900  to  Miss  Matilda  StoUenwerk,  a  daughter 
of  Hubbard  and  Magdalena  StoUenwerk,  of  Paris  township.  There  were  six 
children  in  the  StoUenwerk  family,  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Mary,  de- 
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ceased ;  Michael ;  Joseph ;  John ;  Matilda ;  and  Oscar,  all  living  in  Paris  town- 
ship, Kenosha  county,  Wisconsin.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maurice  eight  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Lorenzo,  Olga,  Eleanor,  Mary,  Vera,  Alvin,  Esther 
and  Helen. 

Mr.  Maurice  casts  a  non-partisan  vote,  refusing  to  follow  the  dictates  of  a 
party  leader,  but  supporting  the  candidates  whom  he  deems  best  fitted  for  the 
office  in  question.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic.  A  man  of  in- 
dustry, he  possesses  excellent  business  ability  and  his  continued  success  seems 
assured. 


WILLIAM  P.  HECKEL. 


The  history  of  a  city  is  not  the  record  of  any  one  enterprise,  important  and 
extensive  as  it  may  be,  but  is  the  outcome  of  the  aggregate  effort  of  many  who 
are  controlling  various  lines  of  trade  and  commerce.  Every  new  undertaking 
adds  to  the  commercial  activity  and  therefore  to  the  consequent  development 
of  the  city.  Among  the  newer  business  concerns  of  Racine  is  the  Racme 
Welding  &  Cutting  Company,  which  was  organized  June  1,  1915,  by  William 
P.  Heckel  and  William  H.  Larkin,  with  plant  at  No.  229  Wisconsin  street. 
This  firm  does  acetylene  welding  and  cutting,  both  heavy  and  small  work,  and 
job  work  for  factories,  and  the  business  is  growing  along  substantial  lines. 

Mr.  Heckel  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  September  19,  1890,  and  after  obtain- 
ing a  public  school  education  learned  the  welding  trade  in  the  establishment 
of  A.  0.  Smith  of  Milwaukee,  there  remaining  for  six  years,  a  fact  indicative 
of  his  eflftcient  workmanship  and  his  fidelity.  In  September,  1914,  he  came  to 
Racine  and  for  a  short  period  was  employed  in  the  garage  of  M.  E.  Laux.  He 
then  established  business  on  his  own  account  by  forming  a  partnership  with 
William  H.  Larkin  on  the  1st  of  June,  1915,  when  they  opened  their  present 
establishment.  In  addition  to  doing  job  work  for  factories  and  other  work 
they  manufacture  to  some  extent  and  employ  four  people  who  are  skilled  in 
this  particular  line.  Their  trade  has  already  reached  gratifying  proportions 
and  their  success  is  steadily  growing. 

Mr.  Heckel,  being  a  young  man,  realizes  that  it  is  necessary  to  concentrate 
his  efforts  closely  upon  the  upbuilding  of  his  trade  and  win  success  through 
worth  and  energy.  Those  who  have  met  him  in  business  relations  speak  of  him 
in  terms  of  high  regard,  and  those  who  know  him  socially  entertain  for  him 
warm  friendship. 


WILLIAM  H.  LARKIN. 


William  H.  Larkin,  who  dates  his  residence  in  Racine  from  1914,  is  now  a 
partner  in  the  Racine  Welding  &  Cutting  Company,  in  which  undertaking  he 
is  associated  with  William  P.  Heckel.  He  was  born  in  Maywood,  a  suburb 
of  Chicago,  April  5, 1890,  and  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
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there,  after  which  he  entered  the  Lewis  Institute  of  Chicago  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1909  on  the  completion  of  a  course  in  electrical  engineering.  He 
received  mechanical  training  also  and  for  two  years  was  employed  by  the 
American  Can  Company  of  Chicago  at  their  factory  in  May  wood.  He  later  went 
to  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  where  for  three  years  he  engaged  in  the  produce  busi- 
ness, and  in  1914  came  to  Racine.  Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Siver- 
krop  Engine  Company,  with  which  he  continued  until  February  3,  1916,  when 
he  joined  William  P.  Heckel  in  organizing  the  Racine  Welding  &  Cutting  Com- 
pany. In  this  business  he  has  since  engaged  and  the  growth  of  their  trade  is 
now  indicated  by  the  fact  that  they  employ  four  skilled  workmen.  They  do 
acetylene  welding  and  cutting  and  among  their  patrons  are  many  of  the  fac- 
tories of  the  city. 


FRED  H.  SCHULZ. 


Fred  H.  Schulz,  who  in  the  conduct  of  a  real  estate  business  has  aided  in 
the  development  of  important  additions  and  in  negotiating  many  important 
property  transfers  in  Racine,  his  native  city,  was  bom  on  the  17th  of  March, 
1885,  a  son  of  John  and  Minnie  (Teske)  Schulz,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1866,  establishing  their  home  in 
Racine,  where  the  father  engaged  in  business  as  a  carpenter  contractor,  being 
identified  with  building  operations  for  a  number  of  years,  but  now  living  re- 
tired. 

After  passing  through  consecutive  grades  in  the  public  schools  Fred  H. 
Schulz  was  graduated  from  the  Racine  high  school  with  the  class  of  1901,  giv- 
ing considerable  attention  during  his  high  school  days  to  the  commercial 
course  and  later  pursuing  a  commercial  course  in  the  Wisconsin  Business  Col- 
lege. He  has  been  identified  with  the  insurance  business  since  1901  and  in 
1907  he  entered  into  partnership  with  I.  0.  Mann  for  the  conduct  of  a  real 
estate  and  insurance  business.  That  association  was  maintained  until  1912, 
when  the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Schulz  organized  the  F.  H.  Schulz 
Company  to  operate  in  the  same  line  in  which  he  had  formerly  been  engaged. 
While  associated  with  Mr.  Mann  he  was  active  in  putting  upon  the  market 
the  Mound  addition  in  1911.  He  now  conducts  a  general  real  estate,  insurance 
and  loan  business  and  deals  in  mortgage  bonds  and  other  commercial  paper. 
He  has  built  up  the  business  to  large  proportions,  necessitating  the  employ- 
ment of  several  men,  and  his  career  is  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  indomitable 
energy  and  enterprise.  His  high  position  in  the  regard  of  those  devoting  their 
energies  to  similar  lines  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  is  now  secretary  of  the 
real  estate  board  of  Racine,  while  in  1914  he  was  honored  with  the  presidency 
of  the  Wisconsin  Association  of  Real  Estate  Brokers.  Neither  has  he  confined 
his  attention  alone  to  this  line,  for  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Call  Publishing  Company,  which  is  now  the  Times-Call  Company, 
and  he  still  retains  the  position  of  secretary.  He  is  also  the  secretary  of  the 
insurance  board  and  his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  insurance  and  real  estate 
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business,  resulting  from  broad,  practical  experience  and  wide  study,  enables 
him  to  speak  with  authority  upon  these  questions. 

Mr.  Schulz  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles  as  a  member  of  Belle  City 
Lodge  No.  92,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Racine  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  belongs  also  to 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the 
Baiights  of  Khorassan.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and 
in  politic!;  is  a  republican,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  member- 
ship in  the  German  Baptist  church,  of  which  he  is  now  the  treasurer.  For  the 
past  two  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  library  board  of  Racine  and  in 
many  other  ways  has  given  tangible  evidence  of  his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
and  progress  of  the  city,  being  ever  among  the  first  to  respond  to  any  call  to 
further  municipal  interests. 


RUDOLF  M.  SORENSEN. 

Rudolf  M.  Sorensen,  conducting  a  large  and  profitable  moving  and  storage 
business,  with  warehouse  at  No.  516  Center  street  in  Racine,  was  born  in  Den- 
mark, August  30,  1886,  a  son  of  Rasmus  and  Mary  Sorensen,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  nine  years  ago  and  are  now  living  in  Racine. 

Rudolf  M.  Sorensen  was  reared  and  educated  in  Denmark  and  there 
learned  the  butcher's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  in  his  native  country  until  he 
came  to  thi^  city.  Following  his  arrival  here  he  again  followed  the  butcher- 
ing business  for  three  years,  after  which  he  became  associated  with  the  mov- 
ing and  storage  business,  with  warehouse  at  No.  516  Center  street.  He  utilizes 
two  big  auto  trucks,  one  of  which  is  the  largest  in  Racine,  and  he  also  has  two 
teams.  Something  of  the  growth  and  volume  of  the  business  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  in  a  single  week  in  July,  1916,  he  took  three  loads  to  Chicago  and 
also  three  to  Milwaukee..  He  has  long  distance  telephone  connection  with  the 
cities  as  well  as  the  local  telephone  lines  to  aid  in  facilitating  his  business,  and 
careful  and  intelligent  management  of  his  interests  has  brought  to  him  sub- 
stantial and  well  deserved  success. 

In  1912  Mr.  Sorensen  was  married  to  Miss  Theresa  Sorensen  and  they  have 
two  children,  Leonard  and  Arnold.  He  maintains  a  non-partisan  attitude  in 
politics  and  has  never  been  a  seeker  for  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Danish 
Society  and  is  much  interested  in  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  the  district  in  which  he  lives. 


HENRY  SHUMAN. 


The  rich  farming  district  of  Racine  county  furnishes  splendid  opportunities 
to  the  agriculturist  and  dairyman,  and  among  the  enterprising  and  prosperous 
farmers  of  the  locality  is  numbered  Henry  Shuman,  who  is  now  comfortably 
situated  in  life.  He  makes  his  home  near  Franksville  and  is  numbered  among 
the  native  sons  of  Raymond  township,  his  birth  having  there  occurred  June  21. 
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1867.  His  parents,  Fred  and  Margaret  (Hansen)  Shuman,  were  natives  of  Den- 
mark, the  former  born  August  26,  1833,  and  the  latter  August  15,  1826.  They 
were  married  in  Raymond  township,  Racine  county,  where  Mr.  Shuman  had 
located  at  a  very  early  period  in  its  development.  He  had  been  a  sailor  of 
Denmark  and  .sailed  the  seas  for  years,  visiting  almost  every  point  of  the 
globe.  At  length  he  determined  to  retire  from  that  life  and  became  a  resident 
of  Racine  county,  purchasing  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Raymond  township.  At 
length  he  disposed  of  that  property  and  bought  another  farm  of  sixty  acres. 
Still  later  he  sold  that  tract  and  invested  in  a  farm  near  North  Cape.  In  1881 
he  purchased  his  present  farm,  comprising  eighty  acres.  He  belonged  to  the 
Lutheran  church,  while  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  She 
died  May  9,  1889,  and  left  behind  her  many  warm  friends.  In  politics  Mr. 
Shuman  is  a  democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  aspinant  for  office. 

Henry  Shuman,  their  only  child,  obtained  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  came  into  possession  of 
his  father's  old  homestead  and  has  always  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  also  does  considerable  dairying,  milking  ten  cows,  keeping  high 
grade  Holsteins.  His  home  is  a  commodious,  pleasant  and  attractive  farm 
residence  and  he  has  built  upon  his  place  an  excellent  barn  and  good  silo.  In 
a  word,  his  is  a  well  improved  property  and  he  is  now  most  comfortably  sit- 
uated in  life. 

In  January,  1891,  Mr.  Shuman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Chris- 
tensen,  a  sister  of  Martin  Christensen,  who  is  mentioned  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  To  them  have  been  born  six  children,  namely :  Elmer,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  Edna,  Russell,  Ralph,  Jeannette  and  Lorain,  all 
of  whom  are  still  under  the  parental  roof.  The  eldest  daughter  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church  and  the  family  help  to  maintain  three  neighboring  churches, 
as  they  are  all  church  workers.  They  are  widely  and  favorably  known  in  their 
part  of  the  county,  the  hospitality  of  the  best  homes  being  cordially  extended 
them. 


WILLIAM  H.  HETZEL. 


William  H.  Hetzel,  conducting  a  general  contracting  electrical  business, 
has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  Racine,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  this  city 
June  19,  1873,  his  parents  being  David  and  Mary  L.  (Wilken)  Hetzel,  who 
were  pioneer  residents  here,  the  family  having  long  been  represented  in  Racine, 
where  they  have  ever  stood  for  substantial  development  and  improvement. 
Passing  through  consecutive  grades  in  the  public  schools,  William  H.  Hetzel 
devoted  one  year  of  study  in  the  high  school  and  then  started  out  in  the  busi- 
ness world,  taking  up  carpentering,  which  he  followed  for  a  year.  He  next 
turned  his  attention  to  electrical  work  and  thoroughly  mastered  various  phases 
of  the  business,  while  in  the  employ  of  others.  He  early  recognized  the  fact 
that  industry  wins  and  industry  became  the  beacon  light  of  his  life.  Earnest, 
persistent  labor  has  brought  him  advancement  and  after  working  his  way  up- 
ward in  the  employ  of  others  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  in 
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1897  at  No.  321  Sixth  street,  where  he  remained  until  July,  1915,  when  he  sought 
more  commodious  and  convenient  quarters  at  No.  511  Sixth  street.  Here  he  is 
now  located,  carrying  on  a  general  contracting  electrical  business,  and  the 
efficiency  which  he  has  attained  in  this  line  insures  to  him  a  liberal  and  grow- 
ing patronage. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1915,  Mr.  Hetzel  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  Race, 
of  Racine,  and  they  have  many  friends  here,  occupying  an  enviable  position  in 
the  social  circles  in  which  they  live.  Mr.  Hetzel  holds  membership  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  also  with  the  Spanish  American  War  Veterans,  for  at 
the  time  of  the  war  with  Spain  he  enlisted  for  service  in  defense  of  American 
interests,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  P,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry.  In 
politics  he  maintains  an  independent  attitude,  voting  for  men  and  measures 
rather  than  for  party.  He  has  always  lived  in  Racine  and  that  his  is  a  well 
spent  life  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  many  of  his  stanchest  friends  are  those 
who  have  known  him  from  his  boyhood  to  the  present  time. 


LAVINE  GEAR  /:J0MPANY. 

The  Lavine  Gear  Company,  which  was  organized  in  Detroit,  removed  its 
headquarters  from  that  city  to  Wisconsin  in  March,  1912.  Its  plant  was  at 
first  located  at  Corliss,  Wisconsin,  for  eight  months  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  a  removal  was  made  to  Racine.  The  plant  is  located  in  the  Satterly 
building  and  the  company  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  auto  steering 
gears  for  trucks  and  pleasure  cars,  these  being  built  after  their  own  design. 
They  also  manufacture  a  special  steering  gear  for  customers.  Today  the  plant 
employs  one  hundred  men  who  are  skilled  mechanics  and  its  capacity  amounts 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  gears  per  day,  which  are  now  used  by  seventy 
per  cent  of  the  trucks  of  the  United  States.  Their  shop  is  equipped  with  all 
modem  machinery  for  gear  making  and  theirs  is  the  second  largest  concern 
of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  Its  officers  are  Herman  Uihlein,  president 
and  general  manager;  P.  B.  Wohlrab,  vice  president,  superintendent  and 
engineer;  Fred  Westfall,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  executive  offices  are 
maintained  at  Racine  and  E.  M.  Caskey  acts  as  sales  manager  and  D.  L.  Robert- 
son as  office  manager. 


PAUL  B.  WOHLRAB. 


Paul  B.  Wohlrab,  who  is  vice  president,  superintendent  and  engineer  of 
the  Lavine  Gear  Company,  at  Racine,  has  worked  his  way  upward  through 
the  wise  use  of  time,  talents  and  opportunities  and  is  now  one  of  the  executive 
officers  in  a  business  which  ranks  second  in  extent  and  importance  in  that  line 
in  the  country.  He  was  bom  in  Germany,  May  1,  1873,  and  was  liberally  edu- 
cated, receiving  both  high  school  and  technical  training  in  his  native  country. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  seventeen  years  when  in  1890  he  made  the  voyage 
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to  the  new  world,  remaining  a  resident  of  Philadelphia  for  about  one  year, 
following  which  he  came  to  Racine  in  1891. 

Mr.  Wohlrab  here  entered  the  employ  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine 
Company,  with  which  he  was  associated  for  fifteen  years,  gaining  constantly 
broadening  experience  and  knowledge  along  lines  which  have  qualified  him 
to  take  up  his  present  work.  When  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  corr 
poration  he  became  superintendent  and  manager  of  the  Wisconsin  Engine 
Company  and  so  continued  for  eight  years.  He  was  next  with  the  Maryland 
Steel  Company  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  as  superintendent  of  all  mechanical 
departments  for  about  a  year  and  then  went  to  Detroit,  where  he  accepted  the 
position  of  general  superintendent  of  the  Lozier  Motor  Company  and  so 
remained  for  a  year.  He  next  became  superintendent  of  the  Racine  Manu- 
facturing Company  and  withdrew  from  that  position  to  become  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Lavine  Gear  Company,  which  was  established  in  Racine  in 
1912.  He  was  elected  vice-president,  superintendent  and  engineer  of  the  plant 
and  in  that  official  connection  has  since  bent  his  energies  to  the  further  direc- 
tion and  control  of  the  business.  The  positions  which  he  has  occupied  and 
the  testimony  of  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries  establish  him  as  one  of 
the  best  posted  mechanical  men  of  the  country. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1896,  Mr.  Wohlrab  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Annie  Breitsprecher,  of  Racine,  by  whom  he  has  four  children :  Verna, 
Helen,  Arthur  and  Ethel. 

Mr.  Wohlrab  is  a  member  of  Racine  Lodge  No.  18,  P.  &  A.  M.,  and  Racine 
Council  No.  12,  R.  &  S.  M.  In  politics  he  maintains  an  independent  course,  vot- 
ing for  the  candidate  whom  he  regards  as  best  qualified  for  office.  He  concen- 
trates every  effort  upon  the  development  of  his  business  and  his  marked  ability 
enables  him  to  speak  with  authority  upon  many  lines  of  mechanical  construc- 
tion. He  believes  in  the  maxim,  ** There  is  no  excellence  without  labor,"  and 
has  ever  followed  it  closely.  Practical  experience  and  broad  study  have  gained 
him' wide  knowledge  and  his  scientific  attainments  establish  his  position  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  mechanicians  and  engineers  in  the  country. 


DAVID  HETZEL. 


It  is  seldom  that  a  man  of  eighty  years  is  found  still  actively  engaged  in 
business,  but  David  Hetzel  still  figures  in  the  commercial  circles  of  Racine  and 
for  almost  forty  years  has  conducted  business  at  one  location  as  proprietor  of 
a  men's  furnshing  goods  and  tailoring  establishment.  He  was  born  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1836,  so  that  he  is  now  an  octogenarian.  In  the  home  of  his  parents, 
John  and  Barbara  Hetzel,  he  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  to  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world 
and  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  fatherland,  sailing  for  the  United  States.  For 
two  years  thereafter  he  remained  a  resident  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  in  1854 
came  to  Racine,  where  he  began  work  at  the  tailor's  trade,  which  he  had 
previously  learned  in  his  native  Oermany.  He  was  then  a  young  man  of  eigh- 
teen years  and  through  all  the  intervening  period  he  has  been  connected  with 
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the  tailoring  business  in  this  city — a  period  longer  than  that  of  any  other  repre- 
sentative of  the  trade  here.  Desiring  that  his  labors  should  more  directly  bene- 
fit himself,  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings  until  industry  and  frugality  brought 
him  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  enable  him  to  embark  in  business  on  his  own 
account  when,  in  1877,  he  opened  a  tailoring  shop  on  Sixth  street,  and  here  he 
has  since  remained  in  the  same  block,  covering  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years. 
He  not  only  cooducts  a  tailoring  business,  but  also  handles  men's  furnishing 
goods,  and  in  both  departments  enjoys  a  satisfactory  trade.  He  has  kept 
abreast  with  changes  in  style,  material  and  modes  of  workmanship  as  the 
.years  have  passed  and  his  ability  has  always  secured  to  him  a  gratifying 
patronage. 

In  1860  Mr.  Hetzel  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  Wilken,  of  Racine, 
a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Mary  Wilken,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  from 
(rermany  in  an  early  day.  By  this  marriage  there  were  bom  seven  children, 
as  follows:  Fred  E.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Racine;  George,  deceased;  Emma, 
the  wife  of  Buell  B.  Button,  who  conducts  a  machine  shop  in  Oak  Park,  Ill- 
inois, and  by  whom  she  has  two  children;  Otto;  Clara;  William;  and  Linda, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Menzel  Waite,  a  musician,  residing  in  Racine. 

After  taking  out  his  naturalization  papers  Mr.  Hetzel  did  not  ally  himself 
with  any  political  party,  but  has  maintained  an  independent  course,  reserving 
the  right  to  form  his  own  judgment  concerning  the  questions  and  issues  of  the 
day  and  the  men  whom  he  prefers  to  support  for  public  office.  He  has  never 
had  occasion  to  regret  his  determination  to  come  to  the  new  world,  for  here  he 
found  the  business  opportunities  which  he  sought  and  in  their  utilization  has 
made  steady  progress  toward  the  goal  of  success.  He  has  found,  too,  pleasant 
associations  with  many  friends  both  of  his  own  and  other  nationalities  and  he 
has  deep  attachment  for  the  land  of  his  adoption. 


L.  F.  NELSON. 


The  firm  of  Nelson  &  Company,  incorporated,  general  contractors,  has  done 
much  for  the  improvement  of  the  city  along  the  line  of  architectural  adorn- 
ment since  starting  in  business  in  1895.  L.  F.  Nelson,  president  of  the  corpor- 
ation, is  among  the  foreign-born  citizens  who  have  found  in  America  the  land 
of  opportunity,  enjoying  the  advantages  offered  in  a  country  where  labor  and 
ambition  are  not  hampered  by  caste  or  class.  He  was  born  in  Denmark,  Jun^ 
29,  1868.  and  in  1887  arrived  in  Racine,  being  then  a  young  man  of  nineteen 
years.  He  afterward  engaged  in  farming  for  three  years,  although  in  his  na- 
tive land  he  had  learned  and  followed  the  mason's  trade.  He  did  not  find 
agricultural  pursuits  as  congenial  as  he  had  anticipated  and,  returning  to 
Racine,  he  again  took  up  work  at  his  trade,  which  has  led  him  through  the 
steps  of  an  orderly  progression  to  his  present  position  of  prominence  and  pros- 
perity. He  began  general  contracting  in  partnership  with  Robert  P.  Nelson  in 
1895  and  that  the  firm  stands  foremost  among  the  builders  of  the  city  is  indi- 
cated in  the  important  nature  of  the  contracts  that  have  been  awarded  them. 
They  have  done  most  of  the  building  for  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Corn- 
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pany  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  for  the  Belle  City  Malleable  Iron  Corapahy  and 
the  Racine  Rubber  Company.  They  were  the  builders  of  the  Elks  Club,  the 
First  National  Bank  building,  the  West  Racine  school  and  many  other  large 
and  fine  structui*es  of  the  city.  During  the  busy  season  they  employ  from  fifty 
to  eighty  men.  In  February,  1914,  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  Nelson  &  Company,  Inc.,  of  which  L.  F.  Nelson  is  the  president,  with 
Robert  P.  Nelson  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  operations  of  the  company 
have  constantly  broadened  in  scope  and  importance  and  there  is  no  phase  of 
the  building  contracting  business  with  which  they  are  not  familiar. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1893,  Mr.  Nelson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ellen  Peterson,,  of  Racine,  who  is  a  native  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  a 
daughter  of  J.  P.  Reistrup.  They  now  have  three  children,  Elmer  F.,  Harriet 
and  George  W.  The  family  hold  membership  in  the  Bethany  Lutheran  church 
and  Mr.  Nelson  belongs  to  the  Dania  Society.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
Elks,  while  his  identification  with  the  Commercial  Club  is  a  manifestation  of 
his  deep  and  helpful  interest  in  the  city's  welfare,  its  upbuilding  and  improve- 
ment. Diligence,  energy  and  ambition  have  been  guiding  elements  in  his 
career  and  have  enabled  him  to  pass  many  others  on  the  business  highway  and 
cross  the  threshold  of  success. 


JOHN  W.  HAY. 


Since  1901  Johrt  W.  Hay  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Yorkville  township,  and  has  concentrated  his  energies  upon 
the  dairy  business,  shipping  milk  to  Chicago.  He  was  born  in  Raymond  town- 
ship, this  county,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1853,  a  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Coad)  Hay,  the  former  a  native  of  Cumberland,  England,  and  the  latter  of 
Cornwall.  The  paternal  g:randfather,  Adam  Hay,  became  a  resident  of  Racine 
county  and  passed  his  last  days  here,  but  the  grandmother  died  on  the  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  an  early  settler  of  York- 
ville township,  this  county.  William  Hay  was  educated  in  England,  but  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  the  United  States  and  became  a  resident  of  Racine 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years,  at  the  time  of  his  death 
owning  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  good  land.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  local  Methodist  Episcopal  church  which  first  held  services  in  a  mud  house 
in  the  early  days  and  he  served  as  a  church  official.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch 
republican,  but  never  aspired  to  official  perfermeht.  He  was  married  in  York- 
ville township  to  Miss  Mary  Coad  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren :  John  W.  and  a  daughter,  Jane,  deceased.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hay 
the  mother  became  the  wife  of  James  Hay,  a  brother  of  her  first  husband,  and 
to  this  union  was  born  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  also  now  deceased. 
^  John  W.  Hay  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Raymond 
township  and  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm.  He  has  devoted  his  life  to 
agricultural  pursuits  and  now  holds  title  to  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
well  improved  land.  He  has  a  full  blooded  Holstein  bull  and  a  number  of 
high  grade  Holstein  cows  and  he  largely  concentrates  his  energies  upon  dairy- 
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ing.  He  takes  great  care  to  insure  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  which  he  sells 
and  secures  a  good  price  for  in  Chicago.  For  a  number  of  years  he  resided 
upon  the  family  homestead,  but  fifteen  years  ago  disposed  of  that  place  and 
purchased  his  present  farm. 

Mr.  Hay  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Mary  Phillips,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Phillips,  an  early  settler  of  Yorkville  township.  Mrs.  Hay  was  bom  in  this 
county  and  has  resided  here  during  her  entire  life.  She  has  become  the  mother 
of  three  children :  Stella  E.,  the  wife  of  Ernest  Fivian,  a  farmer  of  this  county, 
by  whom  she  has  three  children,  John  Merrill,  and  Geraldine  M.  and  Shirly  R., 
twins,  deceased ;  Phillip  Thomas,  who  is  at  home  and  is  nineteen  years  old,  and 
William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 

Mr.  Hay  is  independent  in  politics  and  is  now  filling  the  office  of  super- 
visor. He  is  connected  fraternally  with  the  Foresters  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  the  work  of  which 
they  are  active  and  in  which  he  has  held  office  for  a  considerable  period  of 
time.  His  success  as  a  farmer  and  dairyman  has  been  due  entirely  to  his  enter- 
prise, the  careful  attention  which  he  has  given  his  business  and  his  wise  man- 
agement of  his  affairs  and  he  ranks  among  the  able  and  prosperous  residents 
of  his  township. 


THOMAS  F.  McGRAW. 


Thomas  F.  McGraw,  who  for  the  past  twenty-three  years  has  conducted 
business  as  a  retail  shoe  merchant  at  his  present  location,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
representatives  of  trade  interests  on  Sixth  street,  most  of  the  merchants  hav- 
ing come  into  active  connection  with  the  commercial  life  of  Racine  since  he 
opened  his  store.  A  progressive  spirit  has  at  all  time  ruled  his  activities  and 
sound  judgment  has  guided  his  business  transactions.  He  was  bom  in  Racine, 
December  15,  1869,  a  son  of  John  C.  and  Julia  (Powers)  McGraw,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  arrived  here  when  a  lad  of  but 
fourteen  years  and  the  mother  also  settled  in  Racine  during  the  period  of  its 
early  development.  Mr.  McGraw  was  a  moulder  by  trade  and  utilized  his 
skill  in  that  direction  to  provide  for  the  support  of  his  family.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  deceased. 

After  attending  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Racine,  Thomas  F.  McGraw 
started  out  in  the  business  world  as  an  employe  of  L.  W.  Philbrook,  a  shoe 
manufacturer,  with  whom  he  remained  for  ten  years.  His  first  position  was  a 
most  humble  and  unimportant  one,  but  gradually  he  worked  his  way  upward 
through  efficiency  and  fidelity  until  he  was  given  charge  of  the  shipping  de- 
partment. His  desire  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account  reached  its  ful- 
fillment when,  in  1893,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  years,  he  opened  a 
retail  shoe  store  which  he  has  since  conducted,  remaining  at  the  same  location 
for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  centur5^  There  is  today  on  Sixth  street  scarcely  a 
merchant  who  was  in  business  here  when  he  opened  his  store  and  throughout  all 
the  intervening  period  he  has  maintained  an  unassailable  reputation  for  pro- 
gressiveness,  reliability  and  enterprise. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY  341 

On  July  2,  1893,  Mr.  McGraw  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret 
Baltes,  of  Racine,  her  parents  being  George  and  Lucy  Baltes,  who  were  early 
settlers  of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGraw  now  have  three  children,  namely : 
Liucile,  a  high  school  graduate;  Vincent,  who  is  pursuing  the  engineering 
course  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  Marcella,  a  high  school  student. 
The  family  are  communicants  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  McGraw  is 
identified  with  the  Bjiights  of  Columbus,  which  draws  its  membership  from 
those  of  the  Catholic  faith.  In  the  order  he  is  past  grand  knight.  His  political 
opinions  are  not  coerced  by  party  affiliation,  as  he  votes  independently.  He 
belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  is  ever  ready  and  willing  to  co-operate  in 
any  movement  that  has  for  its  object  the  benefit  and  betterment  of  the  city. 
Here  he  has  always  lived  and  the  circle  of  his  friends  includes  many  who  have 
known  him  from  his  boyhood,  a  fact  indicative  of  a  well  spent  life. 


HIGGINS  SPRING  &  AXLE  COMPANY. 

The  Higgins  Spring  &  Axle  Company  is  successor  to  the  Ansted  &  Higgins 
Spring  Company,  which  was  established  in  1884  by  Michael  Higgins  and  E.  W. 
Ansted.  Their  plant  was  located  at  Racine  Junction  and  there  they  began  the 
manufacture  of  springs,  putting  upon  the  market  a  product  which  found  im- 
mediate favor,  as  indicated  by  the  continued  growth  of  their  business.  This 
led  to  the  establishment  of  a  branch  plant  at  Connersville,  Indiana,  which  was 
afterward  taken  over  by  Mr.  Ansted,  and  the  partnership  was  then  dissolved. 
Mr.  Higgins  remaining  in  charge  of  the  Racine  establishment.  The  company 
was  incorporated  under  its  present  form  in  1892,  with  Mrs.  Mary  Higgins  as 
the  president,  James  Higgins  as  secretary  and  Michael  Higgins  as  treasurer. 
They  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  springs  and  axles,  doing  special  work 
for  various  companies,  and  their  output  is  sold  all  over  the  United  States. 
The  business  has  become  one  of  large  proportions,  as  indicated  in  the  fact  that 
employment  is  now  given  to  from  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  to  two  hun- 
dred people,  mostly  skilled  labor.  The  plant  covers  about  half  a  block,  most 
of  the  building  is  two  stories  in  height  and  the  equipment  of  the  shop  includes 
the  latest  improved  machinery  necessary  for  their  line.  Their  business  methods 
have  ever  commended  them  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  public  and 
they  are  just  in  their  treatment  of  debtor  and  creditor  alike,  while  to  their 
employes  they  are  considerate,  advancing  those  in  their  service  in  recognition 
of  talent  and  fidelity  whenever  opportunity  offers. 


MICHAEL  HTGGINS. 


Michael  Higgins,  treasurer  of  the  Higgins  Spring  &  Axle  Company,  men- 
tioned above,  was  bom  near  Oswego,  New  York,  June  28, 1855,  a  son  of  Michael 
and  Bridget  (Malone)  Higgins,  who  were  natives  of  Cork  and  County  Limer- 
ick, Ireland.    The  former  was  a  son  of  Patrick  Higgins,  Jr.,  and  a  grandson  of 
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Patrick  Higgins,  Sr.,  and  it  was  Patrick  Higgins,  Jr.,  who,  in  1840,  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  new  world  and  founded  the  family  on  American  soil.  After  a 
residence  of  two  years  at  Little  Falls,  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  he  met  an 
accidental  death,  being  struck  by  the  falling  branch  of  a  tree.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nancy  Condon,  survived  him  until  1866  and  passed 
av.ay  at  an  advanced  age.  They  had  six  children :  James ;  Patrick ;  Joanna, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Lannan ;  Michael ;  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Martin  Geany,  who  remained  in  Ireland. 

Michael  Higgins,  Sr.,  was  bom  in  Young  Grove,  County  Cork,  Ireland,  in 
February,  1834,  and  was  but  six  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  the 
United  States.  His  residence  in  New^  York  covered  twenty-one  years  and  in 
1856  he  removed  to  Chicago.  The  following  year,  however,  he  returned  to  the 
east  and  about  1863  became  a  resident  of  Canada,  where  he  spent  thirteen 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  removed  to  Missouri,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Racine.  In  early  manhood  he 
wedded  Bridget  Malone,  who  passed  away  December  7,  1897,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years.  Her  parents,  Cornelius  and  Nancy  ( Cliff e)  Malone,  settled 
near  Kingston,  Ontario,  on  coming  to  the  new  world.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael 
Higgins,  Sr.,  were  born  the  following  named:  Michael;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Judge  Daniel  Murphy,  of  Mexico,  Missouri;  John,  of  Manila,  Philippine 
Islands,  where  he  is  employed  by  the  United  States  government ;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  Timothy  Connolly,  of  Racine,  and  Agnes,  the  deceased  wife  of  James 
Welsh. 

When  about  five  or  six  years  of  age  Michael  Higgins,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review,  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Gananoque,  Canada,  where  he 
pursued  a  common  school  education  and  grew  to  manhood.  After  spendini? 
several  years  as  an  employe  on  steamers  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Great 
Lakes  he  secured  a  situation  in  a  spring  factory  in  Gananoque  and  afterward 
spent  five  years  as  an  employe  in  spring  factories  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan, 
during  which  time  his  knowledge  of  and  experience  in  the  business  was  con- 
stantly broadening  and  winning  for  him  deserved  promotion.  He  then  went 
to  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  employed  for  four  years,  becoming 
foreman  of  a  factory.  It  was  with  this  experience  that  he  came  to  Racine  in 
1884  and  joined  E.  W.  Ansted  in  organizing  the  Ansted  &  Higgins  Spring  Com- 
pany, mentioned  above.  The  business  continually  grow  and  developed  along 
substantial  lines  and  following  the  establishment  of  a  branch  house  in  Indiana 
the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Ansted  taking  over  the  Indiana  establish- 
ment, while  Mr.  Higgins  retained  the  ownership  of  the  Racine  business.  Prom 
the  beginning  the  enterprise  has  grown  and  developed  until  between  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  and  two  hundred  workmen  are  employed  in  the  factory, 
which  is  three  hundred  and  twenty  by  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. Mr.  Higgins  has  long  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  capable  and  fore- 
most business  men  of  the  city  and  his  co-operation  ha^s  been  sought  along  other 
linos  which  have  led  to  the  city's  commercial  growth  and  development  as  well 
as  to  individual  success. 

Mr.  Higgins  was  married  January  5,  1879,  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  to  Miss 
Mary  Fitzgibbon,  daughter  of  David  and  Catherine  (Sullivan)  Pitzgibbon,  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  the  former  of  Limerick  and  the  latter  of  County  Cork.    David 
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Fitzgibbon  was  a  railroad  man,  and  on  coming  to  America  met,  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  Miss  Sullivan,  and  there  they  were  married.  For  some  time  they  were 
located  at  various  points  in  Michigan  and  lived  for  some  time  in  Kalamazoo. 
He  died  in  1895,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife  in  March.  1904,  in  her 
eighty-second  year.  They  had  three  children:  David,  of  (irand  Rapids, 
Michigan;  John,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Higgins.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Michael  Higgins,  Jr..  namely:  James;  George;  Agnes;  Joseph; 
Prank;  and  Leo,  who  died  November  24,  1904.  Of  this  family,  James  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Higgins  Spring  &  Axle  Company,  while  (leorge  is  employed  in  the 
axle  plant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higgins  are  communicants  of  St.  Rose  Catholic 
church  and  he  belongs  also  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters,  the  Royal  League  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He 
has  long  been  a  recognized  leader  in  democratic  circles  and  has  on  various  oc- 
casions been  called  to  public  office,  serving  for  two  terms  as  alderman  in  the 
city  council  from  the  sixth  ward,  beginning  in  1889,  while  in  1899  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  the  city,  being  continued  in  the  office  for  four  years  through 
his  re-election  in  1901.  His  administration  was  characterized  by  various  plans 
that  prevented  useless  expenditure,  that  promoted  progress  along  beneficial 
lines  and  that  introduced  needed  reforms  and  improvements.  In  1905-06  he 
served  as  president  of  the  park  board  and  his  activities  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city  have  been  far-reaching,  his  labors  contributing  much  to  municipal  prog- 
ress and  to  the  material  development  and  upbuilding  of  Racine.  He  belongs  to 
that  class  of  substantial  American  citizens  who  owe  their  progress  to  personal 
effort,  diligence  and  determination  and  his  life  record  should  serve  to  inspire 
and  encourage  others,  indicating  what  may  be  accomplished  by  persistent, 
earnest  effort  intelligently  directed. 


JAMES  HIGGflNS. 


James  Higgins,  secretary  of  the  Higgins  Spring  &  Axle  Company,  was  bom 
in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  September  6,  1880,  while  his  father,  Michael  Higgins, 
mentioned  above,  was  a  resident  of  that  city.  He  supplemented  his  public 
school  education  by  study  in  Niagara  University,  in  which  he  spent  two  years, 
and  later  he  engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  entering  into  active  connec- 
tion with  the  Higgins  Spring  &  Axle  Company,  in  which  he  is  now  holding  a 
position  of  administrative  direction  and  executive  control  as  secretary  and 
manager.  He  has  acquainted  himself  with  every  department  of  the  w^ork  and 
is  familiar  with  the  business  in  principle  and  detail,  so  that  he  wisely  directs 
the  work  of  employes  and  as  wisely  controls  the  introduction  of  the  products 
to  the  markets,  being  thus  active  in  the  management  of  one  of  the  important 
industrial  concerns  of  Racine. 

On  the  21st  of  November,  1911,  Mr.  Higgins  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Florence  M.  Malone.  a  native  of  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  and  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bartholomew  Malone,  who  came  to  Racine  several  years  ago.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Higgins  have  one  daughter,  Helen  Jean.  The  family  attend  St.  Rose 
Catholic  church  and  James  Higgins  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of 
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Columbus  and  also  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  £lks.  He  was 
but  four  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Racine,  so  that  practically  his  entire 
life  has  been  passed  in  this  city,  where  he  has  a  wide  acquaintance  and  where 
he  is  accorded  a  creditable  and  enviable  position  as  a  business  man. 


A.  ARTHUR  GUILBERT. 

A.  Arthur  Guilbert,  whose  high  rank  and  undeniable  skill  as  an  architect 
enables  him  to  command  a  most  liberal  patronage  and  the  evidence  of  whose 
ability  is  found  in  many  of  the  leading  structures  of  this  city,  was  born  in 
Racine,  August  8, 1869,  a  son  of  Albert  W.  and  Celia  M.  (Pease)  Guilbert.  The 
father,  also  a  native  of  Racine,  was  a  son  of  Albert  W.  Guilbert,  who  was 
born  on  the  isle  of  Guernsey  and, who  in  1838  arrived  in  Raciiie,  ere  the  ad- 
mission of  the  state  into  the  Union  and  ere  the  little  village  which  is  now  the 
county  seat  and  a  populous  manufacturing  center  had  entered  in  any  way  upon 
its  period  of  modern  development  and  progress.  In  an  early  day  he  was  a  sea 
captain,  commanding  a  vessel  engaged  in  the  coffee  trade.  In  his  later  years 
he  retired  and  was  known  as  one  of  Racine's  capitalists.  Albert  W.  Guilbert, 
reared  in  Racine,  became  manager  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 
and  so  continued  for  many  years.  Eventually  he  became  connected  with  the 
J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  and  remained  with  that  corporation 
until  his  death.  His  wife,  who  has  also  passed  away,  was  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  (Warburton)  Pease,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Albany,  Illinois. 

A.  Arthur  Guilbert  after  attending  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Racine, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1888,  became  a  student  in  Le- 
high University  of' Pennsylvania  and  still  later  matriculated  in  the  University 
of  Michigan.  In  further  preparation  for  a  professional  career  he  entered  the 
Chicago  School  of  Architecture,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1901.  Well 
qualified  by  broad  and  thorough  training,  he  returned  to  Racine  and  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  Monuments  to  his  skill  and  ability 
are  to  be  seen  on  every  side,  for  his  firm  designed  the  McMynn  school,  the 
Welsh  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  the  First  Methodist  church,  the  Grange 
Avenue  Methodist  church,  the  First  National  Bank  building,  the  Commercial 
Savings  Bank  building,  the  N.  D.  Fratt  school.  Elks  Club  House,  Racine  Coun- 
try Club,  park  refectories,  the  No.  1  and  No.  6  engine  houses  and  many  other 
public  buildings,  together  with  a  large  number  of  fine  residences.  His  work 
is  of  the  highest  class,  combining  the  elements  of  comfort,  utility  and  artistic 
workmanship.  At  one  time  he  was  in  partnership  with  Herbert  B.  Rugh  under 
the  firm  style  pf  Guilbert  &  Rugh  and  after  the  dissolution  of  that  partnership 
he  was  joined  in  1906  by  E.  B.  Funston,  who  sold  out  in  1915.  Since  that  time 
Mr.  Guilbert  has  been  alone  in  business  but  employs  several  assistants.  He  is 
today  accounted  one  of  the  foremost  architects  of  the  state,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  architects'  arbitration  committee  of  the  state  board  of  control. 

In  1895  Mr.  Guilbert  was  married  to  Miss  Bessie  M.  Bull,  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  Bull,  who  was  one  of  Racine's  most  distinguished  citizens  and  busi- 
ness men.    The  children  of  this  marriage  are :  P.  Warburton,  nineteen  years 
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of  age,  who  is  a  talented  musician  and  is  now  a  student  in  Princeton  Univer- 
sity ;  Gordon  McKenzie,  seventeen  years  of  age,  who  is  attending  the  Hill 
School  at  Pottstown,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ellen  Katherine  Kellogg,  seven  years 
of  age. 

Mr.  Guilbert  has  attained  high  rank  in  Masonry,  belonging  to  lodge,  chap- 
ter, council,  commandery,  consistory  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Elks  arid  is  very  popular  and  prominent  in  club  circles,  having 
membership  in  the  Somerset  Club,  the  Country  Club,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent during  1915  and  1916,  the  Wisconsin  State  Golf  Association  of  which  he 
is  now  president,  the  University  Club  of  Milwaukee  and  the  Racine  Commer- 
cial Club.  He  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  church  and  in  politics  maintains  an 
independent  course.  Broad  study  has  made  him  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
great  scientific  principles  which  underlie  his  profession,  as  well  as  with  every 
practical  phase  of  the  business.  He  is  familiar  with  the  best  examples  of  an- 
cient and  modern  architecture  as  seen  in  the  notable  places  of  Europe  and  he 
is  quick  and  skillful  in  adapting  any  idea  to  modem  American  needs.  Ruled 
by  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  his  progressive  spirit  is  guided  by  good 
judgment  and  he  has  been  a  persistent,  resolute  and  energetic  follower  of  his 
profession. 


RACINE  CARRIAGE  COMPANY. 

The  Racine  Carriage  Company  is  one  of  the  most  recent  additions  to  the 
corporations  which  are  doing  business  in  Racine  and  which  promote  the  com- 
mercial and  industrial  activity  and  consequent  prosperity  of  the  city.  This 
company  was  organized  in  December,  1914,  and  succeeded  to  the  vehicle  busi- 
ness of  the  Racine-Sattley  Company  and  also  to  that  of  the  Richardson- 
Kennedy  Company.  W.  H.  Richardson  became  the  president  of  the  new 
concern,  with  J.  0.  Kennedy  as  vice  president  and  J.  C.  Lund  as  secretary 
and  treasurer.  All  three  are  well  known  to  the  vehicle  trade  throughout  the 
United  States,  for  Mr.  Richardson  and  Mr.  Lund  were  old  time  employes  of 
the  Racine  Wagon  &  Carriage  Company,  the  service  of  which  they  entered  in 
a  humble  capacity  but  gradually  worked  their  way  upward  to  official  positions, 
while  Mr.  Kennedy  had  also  for  many  years  been  connected  with  the  old  com- 
pany and  his  experience  had  been  wide.  The  Racine  Wagon  &  Carriage  Com- 
pany was  organized  about  1866,  and  manufactured  a  full  line  of  spring  vehicles 
of  all  kinds,  including  farm  wagons.  The  new  company  continues  in  the  same 
line  save  that  they  discontinued  the  manufacture  of  farm  wagons  and  they 
occupy  the  same  quarters  used  by  their  predecessors  for  a  half  century.  The 
factory,  however,  has  been  remodeled  and  equipped  with  thoroughly  up-to- 
date  machinery  and  tools  and  in  addition  to  the  vehicle  manufacturing  plant 
they  have  opened  a  first  class  repair  department  that  fills  a  long  felt  want 
of  the  local  trade  in  this  branch  of  industry.  It  includes  retrimming  and 
painting  with  special  attention  to  automobiles.  They  employ  a  number  of 
skilled  workmen  and  the  plant  is  now  thoroughly  modem  in  construction  and 
equipment  and  is  supplied  with  sprinkler  system.     The  business  has  steadily 
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grown,  for  the  three  men  at  its  head  are  all  men  of  long  and  wide  experience, 
familiar  with  every  phase  of  the  trade  and  knowing  the  business  thoroughly 
in  principle  and  detail.  The  concern  is  one  of  value  as  a  factor  in  Racine's 
manufacturing  interests,  contributing  in  substantial  measure  to  the  further 
industrial  development  of  the  city. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  RICHARDSON. 

W.  H.  Richardson,  president  of  the  Racine  Carriage  Company,  is  one  whose 
long  experience  in  this  line  of  trade  well  qualified  him  for  the  important  posi- 
tion which  he  now  occupies  as  executive  "official,  directing  the  policy  and  shap- 
ing the  course  of  the  business.  One  of  the  elements  of  his  success  is  the  fact 
that  he  has  always  continued  in  the  line  in  which  he  embarked  as  a  young 
tradesman,  never  dissipating  his  energies  over  a  broad  field  but  concentrating 
on  the  mastery  of  every  task  that  has  devolved  upon  him  and  thus  gaining  a 
most  comprehensive  and  exact  knowledge  of  the  work  in  all  of  its  phases.  He 
was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  this  county,  February  13,  1868,  a  son  of 
John  Strong  and  Caroline  (Butterworth)  Richardson,  natives  of  Ireland  and 
New  York,  respectively.  The  latter  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  Butterworth, 
who  was  bom  in  Manchester,  England,  and  became  a  resident  of  Racine  county 
in  the  early  '40s,  casting  in  his  lot  with  its  first  settlers  who  laid  broad  and 
deep  the  foundation  upon  which  has  been  built  the  later  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  the  district.  It  was  in  the  '60s  that  John  Strong  Richardson  arrived 
in  Racine  county,  where  he  followed  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  had 
previously  learned  in  England. 

W.  H.  Richardson  acquired  a  public  school  education  and  a  business  col- 
lege training  which  further  qualified  him  for  life's  practical  and  responsible 
duties.  His  initial  step  in  the  business  world  was  made  as  a  clerk  in  the 
hardware  store  of  George  Conroe  on  Sixth  street  and  afterward  he  accepted 
the  position  of  bookkeeper  with  the  Racine  Wagon  &  Carriage  Company. 
Later  he  was  advanced  to  the  sales  department  and  the  capability  and  fidelity 
which  he  displayed  won  him  promotion  to  assistant  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  company  and  for  over  twenty  years  he  was  sales  and  advertising  man- 
ager, thus  having  control  of  the  output  in  its  introduction  to  the  market.  When 
the  Racine  Carriage  Company,  in  1914,  was  organized  and  took  over  the 
vehicle  business  of  the  Racine-Sattley  Company  and  the  Richardson-Kennedy 
Company  he  was  elected  president  of  the  new  organization.  Their  business 
is  now  one  of  growing  volume  and  importance,  necessitating  the  employment 
of  a  number  of  skilled  workmen  and  the  output,  which  includes  all  lines  of 
spring  vehicles,  finds  ready  sale  in  the  home  markets  and  in  the  west  and 
south  west.  Their  patronage  is  now  most  gratifying.  They  have  ever  main- 
tained high  standards  in  workmanship,  in  durability  and  in  the  style  of 
the  product  and  have  ever  realized  that  satisfied  patrons  are  the  best  adver- 
tisement. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1896,  Mr.  Richardson  was  married  to  Miss  Emily 
Olson,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  S.  Olson,  and  they  have  one  son.  William  H., 
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now  in  school.  Mr.  Richardson  maintains  an  independent  political  attitude  but 
is  neglectful  of  none  of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  heartily  endorsing  and  sup- 
porting plans  and  measures  that  work  for  the  benefit  of  Racine  or  upholds  the 
high  status  of  state  and  nation.  In  fraternal  circles  he  is  well  known,  having 
membership  with  the  Elks  and  Royal  Arcanum,  while  in  Masonry  he  has  taken 
the  degrees  of  club,  lodge,  chapter,  council  and  commandery,  exemplifying  m 
his  life  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft  and  adhering  loyally  to  its  teachings. 
He  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Racine  Commercial  Club.  His  is  the  notable 
record  of  the  self-made  man.  Starting  out  in  life  empty-handed,  the  salary 
which  he  at  first  received  was  small  and.  the  position  he  occupied  was  insig- 
nificant but  like  many  other  brainy,  energetic  men  who  have  left  their  impress 
upon  the  magnificent  development  of  this  western  manufacturing  center,  he 
did  not  wait  for  a  specially  brilliant  opening.  Indeed  he  could  not  wait  and 
his  natural  industry  would  not  have  permitted  him  to  do  so,  even  if  his  finan- 
cial circumstances  had  been  such  as  to  make  it  possible.  His  mental  and 
physical  activity — the  only  capital  that  he  brought  with  him  to  the  starting 
point  of  his  business  career — made  immediate  employment  a  necessity  and  at 
that  time  he  showed  conspicuously  the  traits  of  character  which  have  brought 
him  prosperity,  for  he  performed  all  his  duties,  however  humble  and  however 
small  the  recompense,  conscientiously  and  industriously  and  thus  step  by  step 
he  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  stands  today  at  the  head  of  an  enter- 
prise of  growing  proportions,  the  interests  of  which  he  is  most  capably 
directing. 


GOLD  MEDAL  CAMP  FURNITURE  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY. 

The  Gold  Medal  Camp  BMmiture  Manufacturing  Company  had  its  incep- 
tion in  a  business  started  by  R.  B.  Lang  in  1890  and  incorporated  in  1892, 
its  first  officers  being  R.  B.  Lang,  president;  W.  G.  Gittings,  vice  president; 
and  J.  G.  Teall,  secretary.  This  company  manufactures  all  kinds  of  camp 
furniture  and  outing  outfits,  although  at  the  beginning  the  output  included 
only  six  or  seven  articles,  among  which  w€is  the  Gold  Medal  Cot  invented  by 
Louis  Latour.  Since  that  time  the  output  has  been  extended  in  its  scope  until 
there  is  no  accessory  to  camp  furnishings  that  cannot  be  supplied  by  this 
establishment.  About  1894  they  removed  to  their  present  location  from  their 
old  quarters  on  Thirteenth  street.  They  now  occupy  about  two  entire  blocks, 
which  includes  the  lumberyard.  Their  buildings,  two  and  three  stories  in 
height,  are  of  modem  construction,  supplied  with  sprinkler  system,  are  well 
lighted  and  ventilated  and  are  supplied  with  the  latest  improved  machinery 
to  facilitate  their  manufacturing  interests.  They  employ  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  people,  mostly  skilled  labor,  and  their  product  is  now  shipped  all 
over  the  world,  about  one-third  being  called  upon  for  the  export  trade.  The 
Gold  Medal  Cot  has  been  adopted  as  the  standard  by  the  United  States  army 
and  navy,  also  a  chair  bathtub  and  stool  used  by  the  medical  department  of 
the  United  States  army.  The  company  furnishes  the  National  Guard  with  its 
cots  and  it  also  supplies  a  large  trade  that  equips  camping  parties  with  their 
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outfits.  This  is  a  close  corporation,  of  which  the  present  officers  are:  C.  C. 
Gittings,  president;  E.  E.  Bailey,  vice  president;  W.  G.  Gittings,  secretarj-; 
and  Ward  Gittings,  treasurer.  The  name  of  Gittings  has  ever  been  a  synonym 
for  progressiveness  and  reliability  in  Racine  business  circles  and  it  has  become 
known  in  the  same  connection  throughout  the  country,  ^ 


WILLIAM  G.  GITTINGS. 

Along  well  defined  lines  of  labor,  guided  by  sound  judgment  and  eon- 
trolled  with  a  view  to  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  business  ethics,  William 
G.  Gittings  has  reached  the  goal  of  success,  being  now  manager  of  the  Gold 
Medal  Camp  Furniture  Manufacturing  Company.  Racine  county  claims  him 
as  a  native  son.  He  was  bom  October  6,  1858,  his  parents  being  William  and 
Elizabeth  Gi^ttings,  who  were  natives  of  the  north  of  Wales.  The  latter  was 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Gittings  who  followed  farming  in  Wales  and  there  spent 
his  entire  life.  William  Gittings,  in  1840,  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  Wales 
and  for  fifteen  years  made  his  home  in  th^  vicinity  of  Utica,  New  York,  while 
in  1855  he  arrived  in  Racine  county.  He  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Caledonia  township  and  the  place  has  since  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  family.  After  devoting  his  energies  to  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  a  number  of  years  William  Gittings  and  his  wife  took  up  their  abode 
in  the  city  of  Racine  where  Mrs.  Gittings  passed  away  in  1903  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  Death  came  to  Mr.  Gittings  when  he  had  passed  the  eighty- 
ninth  milestone  on  life's  journey  and  was  on  a  visit  to  his  old  home  in  New- 
town, North  Wales.  He  had  been  prominent  and  influential  in  public  affairs 
in  Racine  county  and  was  one  of  its  most  honored  and  respected  citizens,  while 
both  he  and  his  wife  were  devoted  members  of  the  Congregational  church. 
Their  family  numbered  the  following  named  sons  and  daughters :  William  G., 
Christopher  C,  engaged  in  law  practice  in  Racine;  Mrs.  John  Pugh,  of  Racine: 
John  T.,  of  Union  Grove;  Mrs.  Charles  Kittinger,  deceased;  and  Ward  R.  and 
Elizabeth  A.,  both  of  Racine. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  William  G.  Gittings  continued  his  educa- 
tion in  McMynn's  Academy  and  for  a  year  he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  while 
for  seven  years  he  occupied  the  position  of  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
the  educational  interests  of  the  county  being  greatly  promoted  through  his 
management  and  through  the  adoption  of  methods  leading  to  improvement 
and  progress.  On  coming  to  Racine  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  as- 
sistant postmaster  and  occupied  that  office  for  nearly  five  years.  Later  he  was 
made  manager  of  the  Gold  Medal  Camp  PMrniture  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
which  extended  mention  is  made  above,  and  in  this  connection  he  is  active  in 
control  of  one  of  the  important  productive  industries  of  the  city.  He  has  not 
confined  his  attention,  however,  to  a  single  line,  for  his  co-operation  has  been 
sought  in  other  directions  and  has  proven  an  element  in  Racine's  further  busi- 
ness development.  In  1907  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Racine  City 
Bank  and  one  of  its  heavy  stockholders  and  from  the  beginning  has  filled  the 
office  of  president.     Mr.  Gittings  is  also  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
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being  the  owner  of  two  fine  farms  in  Racine  county,  both  of  which  are  stocked 
with  high  grade  dairy  cows,  the  entire  product  of  his  dairy  going  to  the  Gif- 
ford  Brothers  Sanitary  Milk  Company. 

In  1890  Mr.  Gittings  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  L.  Bailey,  of 
Racine  county,  and  they  have  a  son,  W.  L.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Wisconsin 
University.  Fraternally  Mr.  Gittings  is  connected  with  the  Masons  and  has 
passed  up  through  both  routes,  being  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  thirty-second 
degree  Mason,  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
United  Commercial  Travelers.  He  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  attends 
the  Universalist  church.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican 
party,  but  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  ener- 
gies upon  his  business  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Industrial  School  board 
commissioners  and  his  co-operation  can  always  be  counted  upon  to  promote 
public  interests. 


WILLIAM  H.  KRANZ. 


For  more  than  seventy  yeais  the  name  of  Kranz  has  been  associated  with 
the  business  development  of  Racine  and  has  long  been  a  synonym  for  pro- 
gressiveness  and  reliability  in  commercial  circles.  The  wholesale  paper  and 
stationery  business  conducted  under  the  name  of  Kranz  was  established  by 
John  Kranz  and  since  his  death  has  been  conducted  by  his  son,  William  H. 
Kranz,  whose  name  introduces  this  review.  The  latter  was  bom  in  Racine, 
July  18,  1856,  and  the  former  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany.  Having  arrived 
at  years  of  maturity,  he  wedded  Elizabeth  Ritchie,  a  native  of  Lensburg, 
Switzerland.  It  was  in  the  year  1844  that  he  came  to  the  United  States,  set- 
tling first  at  Rochester,  New  York,  Jbut  in  1845  removing  to  Racine,  where  in 
1850  he  established  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  dealer  in  paper  and 
groceries.  His  trade  grew  and  with  its  substantial  growth  he  developed  the 
wholesale  paper  and  stationery  business  which  is  now  conducted  by  his  son, 
who  joined  him  in  the  enterprise  in  1881.  The  father  remained  active  in  the 
management  and  control  of  the  business  until  1898,  when  he  retired  to  spend 
his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well  earned  rest,  his  death  occurring 
in  this  city  in  1904.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  August  Ritchie,  who,  on  com- 
ing to  th^  United  States  with  his  family,  settled  first  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  but 
afterward  removed  to  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin;  where  he  cast  in  his  lot 
with  the  pioneer  settlers. 

William  H.  Kranz  is  therefore  a  representative  of  two  of  the  old  families  of 
this  part  of  the  state.  Reared  in  Racine,  he  mastered  the  branches  of  learning 
taught  in  the  public  and  high  schools  and  also  pursued  a  commercial  course, 
which  qualified  him  for  the  responsibilities  that  devolved  upon  him  when  he 
entered  business  life.  He  was  a  youth  of  nineteen  when,  in  1875,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Gorton  &  Buffham,  with  whom  he  continued  until 
1881,  when,  as  previously  stated,  he  became  assistant  to  his  father  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  wholesale  paper  and  stationery  business  which  John  Kranz  had  de- 
veloped.   The  son  acquainted  himself  with  the  trade  in  every  particular,  more 
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and  more  largely  relieving  his  father  of  the  management  of  the  business, 
which  he  took  over  entirely  upon  his  father's  retirement  in  1898  and  of  which 
he  became  sole  owner  upon  the  father's  death,  six  years  later.  This  is  the 
oldest  commercial  business  in  Racine  and  probably  the  oldest  business  enter- 
prise of  any  character.  In  1913  the  company  removed  to  a  new  building, 
where  Main  street  crosses  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  tracks.  Theirs 
is  today  the  largest  wholesale  paper  house  in  Wisconsin.  The  building  is  sev- 
enty-one by  eighty  feet,  three  stories  in  height  with  basement,  supplied  with 
elevators  and  is  of  mill  construction.  It  was  erected  for  this  business  ex- 
clusively. The  vicinity  of  the  St.  Paul  railway  tracks  affords  direct  shipping 
facilities  and  they  use  auto  trucks  for  local  delivery.  In  1881,  when  the  whole- 
sale business  was  started,  it  was  predicted  that  such  a  business  would  not  suc- 
ceed. The  banks  refused  to  loan  money,  but  the  enterprise  and  determination 
of  the  promoters  never  faltered  and  time  has  justified  their  wisdom  and  their 
methods.  The  trade  has  now  grown  to  extensive  and  gratifying  proportions 
and  the  proprietor  may  well  feel  proud  that  this  establishment  o'ertops  any 
other  of  the  kind  in  the  state.  Its  success  has  been  built  upon  the  foundation 
of  enterprise,  progressiveness  and  commercial  integrity.  Their  methods  are 
such  as  have  at  all  times  borne  the  closest  investigation  and  scrutiny  and  meas- 
ured up  to  the  highest  commercial  standards  and  ethics. 

Mr.  Kranz  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  republican  party,  but  is  without  ambition  for  office.  He  belongs  to 
the  Commercial  Club  and  his  high  standing  in  the  business  circles  of  the  city 
is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  for  six  years  he  was  retained  in  the  presidency  of 
the  Racine  Business  Men's  Association.  He  early  displayed  conspicuously  the 
traits  of  character  which  have  made  his  life  brilliantly  successful.  At  the 
outset  of  his  career  he  performed  all  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him,  how- 
ever humble  and  however  small  the  recompense  might  be,  conscientiously  and 
industriously,  and  since  he  came  into  active  connection  with  the  wholesale 
paper  and  stationery  business  a  splendid  prosperity  has  steadily  been  his.  It 
is  true  that,  like  other  business  men,  he  may  not  have  found  all  the  days 
equally  bright.  Indeed  in  his  commercial  experience  he  has  seen  the  gather- 
ing of  clouds  that  threatened  disastrous  storms,  but  his  rich  inheritance  of 
energy  and  pluck  has  enabled  him  to  turn  defeats  into  victory  and  promised 
failures  into  successes.  His  strict  integrity,  business  conservatism  and  judg- 
ment have  always  been  so  uniformly  recognized  that  he  has  enjoyed  publie 
confidence  to  an  enviable  degree. 


JOHN  J.  DAHL. 


John  J.  Dahl,  whose  home  is  on  section  26,  Norway  township,  is  engaged  in 
general  farming,  but  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  He  was  bom  on  the  8th  of 
October,  1856,  in  Norway,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Olena  (Johnson)  Johnson. 
His  parents  were  lifelong  residents  of  Norway,  and  of  the  nine  children  bom 
to  them  only  two  came  to  the  United  States,  these  being  our  subject  and  his 
brother,  Ole,  who  is  employed  in  the  shops  of  Racine.    Eight  of  the  family  are 
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still  living  and  the  others  reside  in  Norway.  The  father,  who  was  employed 
as  a  laborer,  was  born  in  1824  and  died  in  1913.  The  mother's  birth  occurred 
in  1826  and  she  passed  away  in  1896.  Both  were  faithful  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 

John  J.  Dahl  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  it  was  in  1880 
that  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  became  a  resident  of  Racine  county,  Wiscon- 
sin. He  spent  two  years  working  on  a  farm  in  Raymond  township  and  then 
followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  many  years.  He  was  in  debt  thirty-six  dol- 
lars on  his  arrival  in  this  county,  but  being  industrious  and  enterprising,  he 
steadily  prospered  and  met  with  success  in  carpenter  work.  In  1899,  how- 
ever, he  retired  from  that  business  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Nor- 
Avay  township,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  erected  thereon  a  good  residence 
and  made  other  substantial  improvements,  including  good  outbuildings,  and  at 
the  present  time  follows  general  farming.  He  has  dairy  interests,  however, 
and  keeps  on  hand  full  blooded  Holstein  cows,  shipping  his  milk  to  Yorkville. 
He  has  cleared  much  of  his  land  and  made  all  of  the  improvements  thereon, 
having  an  up-to-date  residence,  a  good  silo  and  a  windmill  upon  his  place. 

In  1882  Mr.  Dahl  married  Miss  Mary  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Johannes 
Johnson,  also  a  native  of  Norway,  in  which  country  Mrs.  Dahl  was  bom.  She 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1880  and  took  up  her  residence  in  Raymond 
township,  this  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dahl  were  born  five  children :  Lovina, 
now  the  wife  of  Ed  Overson,  a  resident  of  Yorkville  township ;  Inga,  the  wife 
of  Oscar  Gunderson,  of  Norway  township ;  Anna  and  Clarence,  both  at  home ; 
and  Olaf,  deceased.  Mrs.  Dahl  died  in  1909,  leaving  many  friends  to  mourn 
her  loss.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  Mr.  Dahl  also 
helongp,  and  by  his  ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican 
party.    The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  community  where  they  reside. 


PREDERIK  RASMUSSEN. 

Frederik  Rasmussen  is  now  living  retired  in  Racine,  but  for  many  years  he 
ougaged  in  business  as  a  teaming  contractor  and  won  so  liberal  a  patronage  that 
the  success  which  he  achieved  now  enables  him  to  rest  from  further  labor  and 
yet  enjoy  many  of  the  comforts  of  life.  His  is  the  record  of  the  foreign-bom 
citizen  who  recognizes  the  opportunities  which  America  offers  and,  coming  to 
the  new  world,  so  utilizes  his  chances  that  success  in  substantial  measure  be- 
comes his.  He  was  born  in  Denmark,  September  3,  1838,  a  son  of  Rasmus  and 
Christine  (Carlson)  Hansen.  The  father  spent  his  entire  life  in  Denmark,  but 
the  mother  came  to  the  United  States  in  1873  and  here  lived  until  her  death. 

Frederik  Rasmussen  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Denmark  and  engaged 
in  farming  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Copenhagen,  where 
he  was  employed  in  breweries  until  1872,  when  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune 
in  the  new  world  and  came  to  Racine.  Here  he  began  teaming  and  gradually 
became  a  teaming  contractor.  He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1872,  but  returned  to 
Racine  the  following  year  and  again  ejitered  the  teaming  contracting  business. 
As  the  years  passed  his  patronage  steadily  increased  and  his  business  became 
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an  extensive  and  important  one,  bringing  to  him  a  substantial  profit,  which 
now  places  him  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Racine.  He  made  promptness 
and  reliability  the  chief  feature  of  his  dealings  with  others  and  thus  won  con- 
fidence and  support.  Four  years  ago  he  retired  to  private  life  and  is  now  en- 
joying a  well  earned  rest,  with  a  competence  sufficient  to  supply  him  with  all 
the  necessities  and  comforts  and  some  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Mr.  Rasmussen  was  baptized  and  confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  church.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  belongs  to  the  Danish  Society 
and  Danish  Brotherhood  as  a  literary  member.  He  enjoys  the  warm  friendship 
and  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  is  associated.  He  has  always  been  glad  that 
he  came  to  the  new  world  for  he  here  found  opportunities  which  he  utilized  and 
which  have  brought  him  deserved  success. 


HARRISON  FELLOWS. 


Harrison  Fellows,  who  figured  in  business  circles  of  Racine  as  a  dealer  in 
coal  and  wood  and  who  was  also  identified  with  shipping  interests  as  part 
owner  of  lake  vessels,  passed  away  on  the  1st  of  April,  1887.  He  had  scarcely 
yet  reached  the  prime  of  life,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Williamstown,  Ver- 
mont, July  2,  1840,  and  he  was  a  son  of  George  D.  and  Louise  (Olds)  Fellows. 
The  family  is  of  English  lineage  although  established  in  Connecticut  at  an 
early  period  in  the  colonization  of  the  new  world,  representatives  of  the  name 
living  there  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  In  the  fall  of  1840  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  D.  Fellows  left  New  England  and  came  by  team  to  Wisconsin,  settling 
in  Racine,  where  Mr.  Fellows  had  previously  lived  for  two  or  three  years.  He 
helped  to  build  the  first  bridge  at  the  foot  of  Main  street,  also  built  a  dock 
and  operated  a  sawmill.  He  also  owned  some  vessels  and  shipped  wood  to 
Chicago,  continuing  in  active  connection  with  the  business  interests  of  the  city 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  February  26,  1857,  when  he  had  reached  the 
age  of  forty-four  years,  six  months  and  twenty-four  days.  He  was  a  whig  in 
his  political  faith  until  the  dissolution  of  that  party,  when  he  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  newly  organized  republican  party,  and  upon  the  incorporation  of  the 
city  of  Racine  he  wias  elected  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  aldermen.  His 
widow  survived  him  for  only  a  brief  period,  passing  away  April  10,  1859. 

Harrison  Fellows  was  educated  in  Racine  and  after  his  school  days  were 
over  went  upon  the  lakes  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  thus  continuing  until 
1873.  In  that  year  he  engaged  in  the  wood  and  coal  business  in  connection 
with  a  Mr.  Higgle,  who  some  time  afterward  withdrew  from  the  partnership. 
In  the  same  year  A.  W.  Cogswell  became  associated  with  Mr.  Fellows  and  so 
continued  until  the  spring  of  1884,  after  which  Mr.  Fellows  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness alone  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  1st  of  April,  1887.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  other  business  connections  he  was  interested  in  shipping  and;  owned 
a  two-thirds  interest  in  the  schooner  Z.  G.  Simmons  and  a  half  interest  in  the 
schooner  J.  B.  Newland,  while  of  the  scow  Forrest  he  was  sole  owner.  He  was 
also  the  owner  of  the  scow  Sea  Star,  which  was  lost  prior  to  his  death  and 
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upon  which  he  carried  no  insurance.  Both  his  commercial  and  shipping  inter- 
ests proved  important  and  profitable. 

On  the  Ist  of  August,  1861,  Mr.  Fellows  was  married  in  Racine  to  Miss 
Jane  M.  Higgie,  a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Mary  (McQueen)  Higgle-  She  was 
bom  in  Newbury,  Scotland,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Wisconsin  when  but 
five  years  of  age,  the  family  home  being  established  in  Kenosha,  while  three 
years  later  they  came  to  Racine.  Her  father  was  a  sailor  and  vessel  owner 
connected  with  navigation  interests  until  his  death,  September  16,  1859.  For 
seven  years  he  had  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  September  5,  1852. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellows  were  the  parents  of  three  children :  Viola  Jane,  who  is 
the  wife  of  James  Kent  and  has  two  children,  William  Harrison  and  Jessie 
Marion ;  Harrison  A.,  who  married  Miss  Augusta  Majenske  and  has  four  chil- 
dren, Alice  Louise,  Edith  Irene,  Harrison  Edward  and  Gladys;  and  Plennie 
Louise,  who  resides  with  her  mother. 

While  almost  thirty  years  have  come  and  gone  since  Mr.  Fellows  passed 
away,  he  is  yet  remembered  by  many  friends  who  knew  him  through  business 
or  social  relations.  He  did  not  seek  to  figure  prominently  in  any  public  con- 
nection but  he  had  many  substantial  qualities  which  were  appreciated  by 
those  who  recognize  true  worth  and  the  success  which  he  achieved  was  the 
merited  reward  of  earnest  and  well  directed  labor. 


GEORGE  B.  VYVYAN. 


George  B.  Vyvyan  owns  eighty  acres  of  good  land  in  Yorkville  township 
and  is  extensively  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  stock,  which  business  he  has 
found  highly  profitable.  A  native  of  Racine  county  he  was  born  in  Yorkville 
township,  on  the  20th  of  September,  1885,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Beaumont)  Vyvyan,  the  former  bom  in  Raymond  to\\'Tiship,  this  county,  in 
1854,  and  the  latter  in  Dover  township,  in  1860.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Vyyyan,  emigrated  from  England  to  Racine  county  and  located  in 
Raymond  township.  He  conducted  a  meat  market  in  Union  Grove  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  gained  a  substantial  measure  of  prosperity.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  George  Beaumont,  was  also  a  native  of  England,  but  settled  in 
Dover  township,  this  county,  in  pioneer  days.  William  Vyvyan,  Jr.,  the  father 
of  George  Vyvyan,  was  a  butcher  and  stock  man  and  also  owned  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  fine  land.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  a  considerable  period. ,  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  identified  with  the  Yorkville  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  whose  teach- 
ings governed  their  conduct.  He  passed  away  on  the  25th  of  March.  1916,  and 
her  demise  occurred  on  the  9th  of  August,  1915.  They  were  married  in  Dover 
township  and  to  their  union  were  bom  four  children :  Grace,  the  wife  of  Clin- 
ton Skewes ;  Perry,  who  is  residing  upon  a  farm  in  Yorkville  township  and  is 
also  engaged  in  the  butchering  business;  and  Earl,  a  farmer  and  butcher  of 
Yorkville. 

George  B.  Vyvyan,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  acquired  a  common 
school  education  and  also  attended  business  college  at  Racine.    For  a  number 
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of  years  he  conducted  a  butchering  business  in  connection  with  operating  a 
farm,  but  is  now  chiefly  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  stock  of  all  kinds. 
He  gives  some  time,  however,  to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
Yorkville  township,  which  he  purchased  from  his  father  in  1907.  The  place 
is  well  kept  and  the  buildings  are  commodious  and  substantial.  He  watches 
the  market  carefully  and  derives  a  good  profit  from  his  transactions. 

On  the  12th, of  June,  1907,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Vyvyan  and  Miss 
Malinda  Shunk,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Wesley  and  Louise  (Kollander)  Shunk, 
both  natives  of  Washington  county,  Wisconsin.  Her  father  has  devoted  his 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  has  resided  in  Racine  county  since  March, 
1892.  He  owns  a  good  farm  here  and  in  1901  erected  a  fine  modern  residence. 
He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  and  is  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed.  Mrs.  Vyvyan,  who'  is  one  of  a  family  of  three  children,  has  become 
the  mother  of  a  ^on,  Wesley  William,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  2nd  of 
June,  1913. 

Mr.  Vyvyan  supports  the  republican  party  at  the  polls,  believing  firmly  in 
its  policies,  but  has  never  been,  an  aspirant  for  office.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  Yorkville  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  their  genuine  worth 
has  gained  them  the  warm  friendship  of  all  who  have  been  closely  associated 
with  them. 


WILLIAM  J.  KENDALL. 

William  J.  Kendall,  who  is  engaged  in  the  foundry  business  as  a  maker  of 
brass,  bronze  and  aluminum  castings,  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Kacine  who  claims  Scotland  as  the  land  of  his  birth.  He  was  born  at  Westra, 
Orkney  Islands,  June  22,  1879,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Ann  (Reed) 
Kendall,  who,  in  the  year  1887,  arrived  in  Racine.  The  father  was  a  fisherman 
in  Scotland  and  engaged  in  the  same  business  in  this  country  for  a  short  time, 
at  the  end  of  which  period,  however,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  molding 
trade,  in  which  he  has  since  been  engaged. 

William  J.  Kendall  was  a  youth  of  eight  years  when  the  family  bade  adieu 
to  the  land  of  hills  and  heather  and  sailed  for  **the  land  of  the  free.'*  Spend- 
ing his  youthful  days  in  his  parents'  home  in  Racine,  he  attended  the  Franklin 
school  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  began  learning  the  molder's  trade  as 
an  employe  of  the  Lakeside  Malleable  Iron  Company,  with  which  he  remained 
for  twelve  years.  In  that  connection  he  steadily  worked  his  way  upward, 
thoroughly  acquainting  himself  with  every  phase  of  the  business,  and  his  ex- 
cellent workmanship  and  fidelity  won  him  promotion  until  he  became  foundn- 
foreman.  He  severed  his  association  with  that  company  to  engage  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  establishing  his  foundry  at  Seventeenth  street  ftnd  Morton 
avenue  on  the  20th  of  June,  1910.  He  there  erected  two  buildings  sixty  by 
eighty  feet  and  the  foundry  is  supplied  with  all  of  the  latest  equipments  and 
modern  appliances  for  the  manufacture  of  brass,  bronze  and  aluminum  cast- 
ings. He  has  now  secured  a  liberal  patronage  and  employs  from  six  to  eij?ht 
men. 
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On  the  3l8t  of  October,  1908,  Mr.  Kendall  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Jessie  Seatter,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Westra,  Orkney  Islands.  They  have  four 
children,  namely:  Jessie  Ann,  Elizabeth  Marion,  Thomas  Seatter  and  David 
Williams. 

The  religions  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
Mr.  Kendall  is  a  member  of  the  Caledonian  Society.  In  his  business  activity 
he  has  laid  the  foundation  for  his  success.  Whatever  he  has  achieved  or  en- 
joyed has  been  won  through  his  earnest  labor,  and  diligence  has  ever  been  one 
of  his  marked  characteristics.  He  has  never  sought  to  figure  prominently  in 
any  public  light,  but  has  concentrated  his  efforts  upon  industrial  pursuits  and 
has  thus  contributed  to  the  material  development  and  business  activity  which 
have  made  Racine  a  great  manufacturing  center. 


KNUTE  THOMPSEN. 


Knute  Thompson  was  born  in  Denmark  in  1871  and  two  years  later  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents.  Mr.  Thqmpson  entered  the  foundry 
as  an  apprentice  in  his  youth  and  after  years  of  hard  work  in  1913  he  organ- 
ized the  Wisconsin  Cylinder  Foundry  Company,  which  has  been  operating  very 
successfully  ever  since  its  organization.  The  office  and  foundry  are  located  at 
No.  1308  Eighteenth  street;  the  output  consists  chiefly  of  cylinder  and  piston 
castings  for  motorcycle,  small  marine  and  aeroplane  motors,  and  the  officer^ 
are :  K.  Thompson,  president ;  Laura  Schneider,  vice  president ;  Mary  L. 
Thompsen,  secretary-treasurer;  and  Roland  J.  Seheuss,  assistant  seeretarA'- 
treasurer. 


ROLAND  J.  8CHEUSS. 


Roland  J.  Seheuss,  assistant  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Wisconsin  Cylinder 
Foundry  Company,  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  young  men  of  Racine  in 
efforts  to  benefit  the  city  along  various  lines  and  his  work  has  at  all  times 
been  prompted  by  a  most*  public-spirited  devotion  to  the  general  good.  He 
was  bom  in  Racine,  December  21,  1889,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Marie  (Goe- 
deke)  Seheuss,  the  former  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  the  latter  of  Germany. 
His  ancestry  in  the  maternal  line  has  been  traced  back  to  1463.  The  parents 
came  to  Racine  in  childhood  and  the  father  has  always  been  indentified  with 
shoe  manufacturing  interests  here. 

Roland  J.  Seheuss  obtained  a  public  school  education,  and  since  entering 
business  circles  has  spent  eight  years  in  the  employ  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing 
Machine  Company  and  now  holds  the  office  of  assistant  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Wisconsin  Cylinder  Foundry  Company.  He  is  regarded  as  an  energetic 
and  reliable  young  business  man  and  his  sterling  characteristics  are  such  as 
make  for  business  progress. 

Aside  from  this  Roland  Seheuss  is  much  interested  in  the  future  develop- 
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ment  of  Racine,  has  studied  the  question  of  city  building  and  of  civic  improve- 
ment and  has  labored  efifectively  and  earnestly  to  promote  interests  of  that 
character.  He  has  sought  to  give  to  Racine  certain  restricted  residential  dis- 
tricts, limiting  the  space  devoted  to  business  houses  in  those  districts  which 
are  preeminently  residential.  He  has  also  put  forth  earnest  effort  to  segregate 
the  factory  buildings  instead  of  allowing  factories  to  be  built  in  residence 
sections  and  also  segregate  factories  in  districts  relative  to  their  respective 
trades.  The  results  of  such  work  are  most  far-reaching.  If  such  a  plan  would 
be  adopted,  it  would  cause  a  stability  in  real  estate  values  such  as  cannot  be 
known  under  present-day  conditions,  when  the  building  or  establishncient  of  a 
factory  in  a  district  can  bring  about  a  great  depreciation  in  the  worth  of  prop- 
erty. The  value  to  the  factories,  too,  would  be  immense  if  this  idea  of  segre- 
gation were  carried  out,  thus  localizing  centers  and  saving  time  and  space. 
While  working  toward  high  ideals  his  methods  are  most  practical.  He  is  also 
interested  in  community  social  centers  and  the  splendid  work  which  is  being 
done  through  such  organizations  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  local  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
Racine  Lodge,  No.  18,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Racine  City  Club,  the  Racine  Commercial 
Club,  the  Eighth  Ward  Booster  Club  and  the  Racine  Law  and  Order  League, 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Wisconsin  Boys'  Camp  at  Phantom  Lake,  Wiscon- 
sin, Camp  No.  30,  and  a  committeeman,  Jefferson  School  Boy  Scouts  of  Amer- 
ica and  for  five  years  has  been  the  treasurer  of  the  First  Baptist  church.  He 
attended  the  Civilian  Military  Training  Camp  at  Plattsburg,  New  York,  in 
September,  1916. 


PETER  HANSON. 


Peter  Hanson,  who,  in  1911,  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  25, 
Raymond  township,  has  since  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying  with  good 
success.  He  belongs  to  that  class  of  men  who  are  termed  self-made,  for  from 
early  age  he  has  depended  entirely  upon  his  own  efforts.  He  was  born  in  Den- 
mark, June  28,  1870,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  fourteen  children.  The  par- 
ents, however,  never  left  Denmark. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  country  Peter  Hanson  pursued  his  education 
and  in  1891,  about  the  time  he  attained  his  majority,  he  came  to  the  new  world 
and  made  his  way  to  Racine  county.  He  first  took  up  his  abode  in  the  city  of 
Racine,  but  soon  afterward  went  to  Union  Grove,  where  he  was  employed  as 
a  farm  hand  for  four  years.  He  then  removed  to  Corliss  and  worked  on  the 
section  for  four  years,  but  he  was  ambitious  to  engage  in  farming  on  his  own 
account  and  at  length  invested  in  land  at  Corliss,  which  he  purchased  entirely 
on  credit.  As  the  years  went  on  he  kept  adding  to  his  income  by  reason  of 
his  unfaltering  industry  and  careful  management  and  in  1911  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  25,  Raymond  township.  There,  in 
connection  with  general  farming,  he  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying  and  keeps 
twelve  cows,  selling  the  milk  in  Racine. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1896,*  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
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Jacobson,  a  daughter  of  Christ  and  Marie  Jacobson,  who  were  natives  of  Den- 
mark and  came  to  Racine  county  in  1879,  settling  in  Raymond  township.  There 
the  father  followed  farming  for  a  number  of  years  and  met  with  substantial 
success,  so  that  eventually  he  retired  from  active  business  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hanson  have  become  parents  of  five  children,  as  follows :  Katie,  who  lives  in 
the  home  of  her  grandfather;  Carrie,  who  is  employed,  and  Elvina,  Harvey 
and  Esther,  who  are  under  the  parental  roof.  In  politics  Mr.  Hanson  is  a 
republican  and  bases  the  exercise  of  his  right  of  franchise  upon  a  clear  under- 
standing of  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day. 


RACINE  RUBBER  COMPANY. 

The  Racine  Rubber  Company  was  organized  March  12,  1910,  its  first  officers 
being  C.  P.  U.  Kelley,  president;  Frank  L.  Mitchell,  vice  president;  Stuart 
Webster,  treasurer,  and  J.  H.  Dwight,  secretary.  Mr.  Kelley  severed  his  con- 
nection with  the  business  in  1912,  at  which  time  George  B.  Wilson  became  the 
president  and  bo  continued  until  January,  1914,  when  he,  too,  withdrew  from 
connection  with  the  business.  At  that  date  H.  L.  McLaren  became  president 
and  advertising  manager  and  in  that  position  so  continues,  with  Stuart  Web- 
ster as  vice  president,  general  manager  and  treasurer;  H.  C.  Severance, 
secretary' ;  L.  B.  Patterson  (Chicago),  director;  Joseph  Wiessenbach  (Chicago), 
director ;  and  L.  T.  Vance,  director  and  general  factory  manager. 

The  work  of  building  the  factory  was  begun  on  the  6th  of  June,  1910,  and 
was  completed  April  1,  1911,  since  which  time  further  additions  have  been 
made,  thus  enlarging  the  plant,  which  now  covers  three  and  one-half  acres. 
The  buildings  are  all  modem  in  construction,  three  stories  in  height  and  are 
supplied  with  a  sprinkler  system.  The  volume  of  business  is  increasing  con- 
tinually and  the  house  is  now  represented  upon  the  road  by  two  traveling  sales- 
men. The  output  of  the  factory  includes  automobile,  bicycle  and  motorcycle 
tires,  which  are  sold  all  over  the  United  States.  The  ** Racine  Tire"  has  bo- 
come  famous  and  the  output  now  amounts  from  twelve  to  thirteen  hundred 
tires  per  day.  They  buy  the  crude  rubber  from  brokers  and  sell  through  dis- 
tributors, and  something  of  the  extent  of  the  enterprise  is  indicated  in  the 
fact  that  they  employ  between  eight  hundred  and  one  thousand  people.  The 
undertaking  has  grown  almost  by  leaps  and  bounds  and  its  development  has 
been  directed  and  prompted  by  men  of  keen  business  discernment  and  inde- 
fatigable enterprise. 


STUART  WEBSTER. 


Stuart  Webster,  vice  president,  general  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  Ra- 
cine Rubber  Company,  was  bom  in  New  York  in  1870  and  after  pursuing  his 
preliminary  education  in  private  schools  entered  the  preparatory  school  at 
Andover,  Massachusetts.    Still  later  he  matriculated  in  Yale  University,  where 
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he  won  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  upon  his  graduation  with  the  class  of 
1892.  He  then  went  abroad  for  further  study  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Vienna.  He  never  gave  his  attention  to  the 
practice  of  the  profession,  however,  but  with  his  return  to  America  entered 
commercial  circles. 

His  business  career  has  been  one  of  continuous  advancement  and  through- 
out the  entire  period  he  has  been  identified  with  the  middle  west,  having  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Chicago  when  he  was  a  youth  of 
fourteen  years.  He  was  with  the  Diamond  Match  Company  for  four  years, 
connected  with  its  various  departments,  and  in  1900  he  embarked  in  the  im- 
porting business  in  Chicago,  there  remaining  until  1910,  when  he  came  to 
Racine  and  entered  into  association  with  C.  F.  U.  Kelley,  Frank  L.  Mitchell 
and  J.  H.  Dwight  in  organizing  and  promoting  the  Racine  Rubber  Company. 
The  history  of  the  business  and  its  development  is  given  above,  the  record  in- 
dicating the  marvelous  growth  of  the  enterprise,  which  within  a  short  space  of 
six  years  has  built  up  a  business  that  necessitates  the  employment  of  between 
eight  hundred  and  one  thousand  men.  Throughout  the  entire  period  Mr. 
Webster  has  been  watchful  of  every  indication  pointing  to  success,  has  util- 
ized forces  to  the  best  possible  advantage  and  has  shown  marked  ability  in  co- 
ordinating various  elements  into  a  unified  and  harmonious  whole,  producing 
results  that  tell  for  success. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1904,  Mr.  Webster  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Marie  Mitchell,  a  daughter  of  Henry  G.  Mitchell,  of  Racine.  To  them  have 
been  born  three  children,  namely :  Natalie ;  Henry  M.,  who  is  deceased ;  and 
Janet.  Mr.  Webster  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and 
is  conversant  with  the  vital  political  problems  of  the  country,  but  has  never 
been  ambitious  to  hold  office.  He  belongs  to  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  church  and 
in  fraternal  circles  is  connected  with  the  Masons  and  the  Elks.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Commercial  Club  of  Racine  and  puts  forth  effective  effort  in  co- 
operation with  those  \vell  defined  plans  and  projects  which  have  been  instituted 
by  the  club  for  the  further  development  of  the  city  and  the  upholding  of  civic 
interests.  He  belongs  as  well  to  the  Country  Club  and  to  the  University  Club 
of  Chicago  and  is  popular  among  his  associates  of  those  organizations. 


PERFEX  RADIATOR  COMPANY. 

The  Perfex  Radiator  Company,  of  Racine,  established  business  in  Chicago 
in  1910  and  was  removed  to  this  city  on  the  12th  of  October,  1912,  a  location 
being  secured  on  Fifteenth  street,  at  the  Northwestern  railway  tracks,  where 
they  occupy  a  three-story  brick  building  one  hundred  and  twenty  by  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  feet.  The  business  was  established  in  Chicago  under  the  name  of 
the  Aero  Sheet  Metal  Works  and  afterward  was  incorporated  there  under  the 
name  of  the  Automobile  Radiator  &  Parts  Manufacturing  Company  in  1911. 
With  the  removal  to  Racine  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Perfex  Radiator 
Company,  under  which  style  operations  have  since  been  continued.  The  com- 
pany is  now  erecting  a  new  building  along  the  St.  Paul  railway  tracks,  on  the 
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block  bounded  by  Hohnes  avenue,  Eighteenth  street,  Flett  avenue  and  the  rail- 
road. This  building  is  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  by  sixty-five  feet,  a  one- 
story  saw-tooth  structure  of  modern  construction.  It  is  a  cement  buildini? 
erected  about  a  steel  frame  and  was  planned  for  the  purpose  used,  so  that 
it  meets  the  needs  of  the  company  in  every  particular.  The  company  manu- 
factures a  patented  radiator  used  on  any  internal  combustion  engine,  farm 
tractors,  commercial  trucks  and  automobiles.  The  radiator  was  invented  by 
F.  M.  Opitz  and  the  patent  was  transferred  to  and  has  been  perfected  by  the 
company.  With  the  completion  of  the  new  building  the  plant  will  have  a 
capacity  of  four  hundred  radiators  per  day  and  will  employ  two  hundred  or 
more  men,  mostly  skilled  labor,  the  remainder  being  semi-skilled.  The  prod- 
uct is  marketed  by  selling  direct  to  manufacturers  and  is  ufeed  by  every  repre- 
sentative manufacturer  of  farm  tractors  in  the  United  States.  It  is  best  known 
perhaps  through  its  use  by  truck  manufacturers,  including  the  Jeflfery  Quad 
and  others.  When  the  business  was  removed  to  Racine  it  was  in  its  infancy 
and  the  plant  has  doubled  every  year  since  the  removal  was  made,  the  trade 
growing  with  most  satisfying  rapidity.  The  company  was  incorporated  upon 
coming  to  Wisconsin  and  the  present  officers  are  as  follows :  F.  M.  Opitz,  presi- 
dent;  Edgar  P.  Wolf,  vice  president  and  treasurer;  and  J.  P.  Wolf,  secretary. 


FRED  M.  OPITZ. 


Fred  M.  Opitz,  in  whom  inventive  genius  has  combined  with  executive 
ability  to  make  a  most  enterprising  and  successful  business  man,  is  numbered 
among  the  recent  valuable  additions  to  the  manufacturing  circles  of  Racine, 
where  he  has  operated  since  1912  as  the  head  of  the  Perfex  Radiator  Com- 
pany. A  native  of  Germany,  he  was  born  in  Berlin  on  the  24th  of  October, 
1886,  and  pursued  his  education  there,  receiving  thorough  training  along  me- 
chanical lines.  He  was,  as  it  were,  **to  the  manner  bom,''  for  his  father,  Her- 
man Opitz,  had  been  engaged  along  mechanical  lines  as  a  manufacturer  of 
bathtubs,  and  F.  M.  Opitz  has  had  practical  experience  in  mechanical  work 
from  his  early  boyhood.  Hoping  to  find  still  broader  business  opportunities 
in  the  new  world,  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1906,  when  a  young  man  of 
twenty  years,  settling  in  New  York,  where  he  was  connected  with  leading 
radiator  manufacturers  of  the  east,  thus  gaining  several  years  of  practical  ex- 
perience along  the  line  to  which  he  is  now  devoting  his  energies.  Arriving  in 
Chicago  in  1911,  he  organized  the  Aero  Sheet  Metal  Works,  in  which  under- 
taking he  was  joined  by  A.  B.  Modine.  They  conducted  the  largest  repair 
shop  for  radiator  repair  work  in  Chicago  and  did  all  kinds  of  sheet  metal 
repair  work.  Having  gained  extensive  knowledge  of  all  kinds  of  radiators 
through  his  connection  with  different  companies  in  the  east,  Mr.  Opitz  began 
studying  radiator  construction  with  a  view  to  improving  those  upon  the  mar- 
ket and  at  length  his  investigation,  thought  and  experimentation  resulted  in 
the  invention  of  a  radiator  which  would  do  away  with  the  faults  of  others, 
the  result  being  today  known  to  the  world  as  the  Perfex  radiator.  This  has 
been  improved  from  year  to  year  and  is  today  the  standard  radiator  upon  the 
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market.  In  order  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  this  radiator  Mr.  Opitz  and 
the  company  removed  from  Chicago  to  Racine  and  incorporated  the  business 
under  the  name  of  the  Perfex  Radiator  Company,  erecting  here  a  large  plant, 
since  which  time  the  business  has  grown  steadily.  The  history  of  the  enterprise 
is  given  above  and  indicates  not  only  the  high  standard  of  the  output  but  also 
the  capable  business  management  of  the  promoters. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1916,  Mr.  Opitz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
Paulsen,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Henrietta  (Kirby)  Paulsen,  who 
became  early  residents  of  this  city.  Mr.  Opitz  has  never  become  an  active 
factor  in  public  life  nor  has  his  ambition  centered  along  that  line.  He  feels 
that  his  time  is  fully  occupied  with  his  business  affairs,  and  that  his  efforts 
are  resultant  is  indicated  in  the  establishment  and  conduct  of  the  splendid 
industrial  enterprise  of  which  he  is  now  the  head. 


JOHN  F.  KOVAR. 


John  F.  Kovar,  a  well  known  farmer  living  on  section  27,  Caledonia  town- 
ship, was  bom  January  26,  1877,  in  the  township  in  which  he  still  resides,  his 
parents  being  Prank  and  Mary  (Zachar)  Kovar.  The  father  was  bom  in 
Austria  in  1849  and  in  that  country  his  parents  spent  their  entire  lives,  but  in 
1866,  when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Racine,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  harness  store,  having 
previously  learned  the  harness  maker's  trade  in  his  native  country.  He  after- 
ward worked  on  tarms  as  well  as  at  his  trade  and  carefully  saved  his  earnings 
until  his  economy  and  industry  had  brought  him  sufficient  capital  to  enable  him 
to  purchase  land.  Although  he  came  to  the  new  world  practically  i)ennile8s, 
he  won  a  place  among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  his  district,  his  life  record 
showing  what  can  be  accomplished  when  energy  and  determination  point  out 
the  way.  He  was  also  recognized  as  a  valued  citizen  in  other  connections  and 
for  four  years  acceptably  filled  the  office  of  town  treasurer.  He  wedded  Mary 
Zachar,  who  was  born  in  Caledonia  in  1853,  a  daughter  of  John  Zachar,  who 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  locality,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
carried  on  farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kovar  became 
the  parents  of  three  children :  Anna  M.,  the  wife  of  Ernest  Frudenwald.  a 
resident  farmer  of  Caledonia  township ;  John  F.,  and  Frank,  who  is  farming  in 
Oklahoma.  The  old  home  place  comprised  sixty-six  acres  of  land  and  there 
the  father  established  a  good  home  for  his  family.  His  political  allegiance 
was  always  given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  manifested  marked  loyalty 
in  citizenship.  His  death  occurred  in  1881,  while  ys  wife,  surviving  him  for 
a  number  of  years,  passed  away  in  1894. 

John  F.  Kovar  obtained  a  district  school  education  and  afterward  attended 
a  commercial  college  in  Racine.  He  did  not  at  once  settle  down  to  the  farm, 
but  was  employed  in  different  places  and  in  different  ways.  He  worked  at 
the  printer's  trade  for  a  time  and  after  pursuing  his  commercial  course  he 
engaged  in  bookkeeping  and  in  stenographic  work,  btit  is  now  concentrating 
his  energies  upon  farming  and  dairying,  having  become  owner  of  sixty-five 
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acres  ol  land  which  responds  readily  to  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows 
upon  it.  He  carries  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  also  does  considerable 
dairying,  shipping  milk  to  Racine.  He  owns  a  registered  Holstein  bull  and  has 
full  blooded  Ayrshire  cattle.  He  has  built  a  nice  bam  and  silo  upon  his  place  and 
has  all  modern  equipments,  including  the  latest  improved  machinery.  He  owns 
a  Studebaker  car  and  everything  about  his  home  and  farm  breathes  an  air  of 
prosperity  and  progress. 

In  September,  1903,  Mr.  Kovar  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Peterka,  who 
was  bom  in  Caledonia  township,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Racine  high  school  and 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  years  in  Racine  county.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren :  Edith,  Myrtle,  Alice,  Mar jorie  and  Kenneth,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Kovar  is 
independent  in  politics,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  with- 
out regard  to  party  ties.  He  is  town  clerk,  which  position  he  has  filled  for  six 
years.  He  stands  at  all  times  for  public  progress  and  improvement  and  co- 
operates in  many  measures  for  the  general  good.  His  has  been  an  active  t^nd 
useful  life,  for  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  began  working  and  has  since 
been  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources.  His  employer  paid  him  6ne 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  per  year,  and  that  he  was  faithfxil  and  capable  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  remained  with  the  same  man  for  three  years  and 
eight  months.  Prom  that  point  he  has  steadily  progressed  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  his  community. 


ANGUS  R.  CALLBNDER. 

Angus  R.  Callender,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Badger  Foundry  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  Racine  county,  August  4,  1876,  a  son  of  Richard  Callender, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  residents  of  this  section  of  the  state.  After  obtaining 
a  high  school  education  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing 
Machine  Company,  with  which  he  spent  nineteen  years,  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ing himself  with  every  phase  of  the  work  intrusted  to  him  and  winning  pro- 
motion from  time  to  time  until  he  became  chief  clerk  of  the  manufacturing  de- 
partment. He  severed  that  connection  in  order  to  enter  into  active  associa- 
tion with  the  Badger  Foundry  Company,  which  was  organized  in  July,  1910. 
The  present  officers  of  the  company  are:  William  H.  Schroeder,  president; 
Frank  F.  Moore,  vice  president;  and  A.  R.  Callender,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. The  plant  occupies  a  half  block,  three  hundred  and  thirty  by  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  feet,  and  is  mostly  two  stories  in  height.  They  make  high 
grade  castings  for  general  machine  work  and  employ  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  most  of  whom  are  skilled  for  the  particular 
duties  which  devolve  upon  them.  They  ship  castings  as  far  east  as  Philadel- 
phia and  Cleveland  and  the  establishment  is  numbered  among  the  factories  of 
Racine  which  are  continually  sending  forth  their  output  into  various  sections 
of  the  country,  establishing  the  city's  reputation  as  a  great  manufacturing  cen- 
ter. Mr.  Callender 's  experience  with  the  Case  Company  made  him  well  qual- 
ified for  the  active  work  which  has  devolved  upon  him  since  becoming  one  of 
the  officers  in  this  concern,  in  which  connection  he  is  bending  his  energies  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


368  HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY 

administrative  direction  and  executive  control,  knowing  the  demands  and  the 
possibilities  of  the  trade. 

In  1905  Mr.  Callender  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Hess,  a 
daughter  of  Phillip  and  Ella  (Bailey)  Hess,  who  were  early  residents  of 
Racine.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  three  children,  Richard,  Mary  and 
Geraldine.  In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Callender  is  a  Mason,  having  taken 
the  degrees  of  blue  lodge  and  chapter.  In  his  life  he  loyally  adheres  to  the 
teachings  of  the  craft  and  he  has  the  high  regard  of  his  brethren  in  the  order 
as  well  as  of  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries  in  business  circles. 


JOHN  P.  MOYLE. 


John  P.  Moyle,  secretary  of  the  Mutual  Pire  Insurance  Company  and  a 
resident  of  Yorkville,  has  long  been  actively  and  successfully  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  his  locality  and  well  deserved  success  has  cro^vned  his 
efforts.  His  plans  are  well  defined  and  carefully  executed  and  the  wise  man- 
agement which  he  displays  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  affairs  has  brought 
financial  success.  He  was  bom  July  28,  1841,  in  Cornwall,  England,  his  par- 
ents being  Thomas  and  Susan  (Poxwell)  Moyle,  who  are  also  of  Cornish  birth 
and  lineage.  Por  several  generations  the  male  members  of  the  Moyle  family 
had  been  veterinary  surgeons,  the  profession  claiming  ten  representatives  of 
the  family.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Moyle,  devoted  his  life  to  the 
practice  of  veterinary  surgery  and  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

His  son,  Thomas  Moyle,  who  was  one  of  a  large  family,  followed  in  his 
father's  business  footsteps.  On  coming  to  America  he  made  his  way  around  the 
Great  Lakes  to  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  where  he  arrived  in  May,  1842.  He  estab- 
lished his  home  in  Yorkville  township,  Racine  county,  purchasing  three  acres  of 
land,  on  which  the  village  of  Yorkville  now  stands.  On  that  place  he  erected 
the  first  frame  dwelling  in  this  section  of  the  country.  To  his  original  pur- 
chase he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Yorkville  and  Raymond  townships.  He  was  the  first  veter- 
inary surgeon  of  Racine  county  and  he  continued  to  practice  the  profession 
throughout  his  entire  life,  being  very  successful.  A  contemporary  biographer 
has  said  of  him :  '*He  was  public-spirited  and  a  man  of  good  education  so  that 
he  naturally  became  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  men  of  the  region  and 
was  often  called  upon  to  administer  the  estates  of  deceased  friends.  He  also 
held  various  public  offices,  such  as  assessor,  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  he  did 
much  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  township."  He  died  on  the  old 
homestead  November  23,  1868,  when  fifty-six  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  sur- 
vived until  January  10,  1876,  reaching  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  Both  were 
Methodists  in  religious  faith  and  were  charter  members  of  the  church  of  York- 
ville, of  which  Mr.  Moyle  was  for  years  a  lay  preacher.  Their  family  num- 
bered four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living :  John  P. ;  William,  who  is  a 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church :  and  Thomas,  who,  foUo^ving  in 
the  professional  footsteps  of  the  family,  is  now  a  veterinary  surgeon  at  White- 
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water,  Wisconsin.  A  daughter,  Mary,  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Price,  of 
Chicago,  and  has  now  passed  away. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  John  P.  Moyle  was  William  Poxwell,  a  native 
of  Cornwall,  England,  where  he  owned  a  large  estate,  being  well  known  as  a 
country  gentleman  of  means  and  a  man  of  liberal  education.  After  his  death 
his  widow,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Harris,  came  to  the  United 
States  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law,  Thomas  Moyle,  when 
in  her  eightieth  year. 

John  P.  Moyle,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  has  been  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Yorkville  save  that  the  period  of  his  infancy  was  passed  in  his  native 
land.  He  has  lived,  however,  in  this  county  for  seventy-four  years,  a  period 
exceeding  that  of  most  of  its  other  citizens.  His  education  was  acquired  in  a 
district  school  and  he  was  also  given  the  opportunity  of  developing  his  musical 
talent  which  was  marked.  For  a  number  of  years  he  taught  singing  schools 
and  music  has  always  constituted  one  of  the  delights  of  his  life.  He  worked 
upon  his  father's  farm  until  nineteen  years  of  age  and  then  turned  his  attention 
to  carpentering  and  building,  being  employed  along  those  lines  for  thirty- 
seven  years  and  taking  active  part  in  promoting  the  building  activity  of  the 
county.  He  was  engaged  in  that  work  for  some  time  in  Racine,  but  eventually 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  insurance  business  and  for  twenty-two  years  has 
been  the  capable  and  efficient  secretary  of  the  Yorkville  &  Mount  Pleasant 
Farmers  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

In  1866  Mr.  Moyle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  Poxwell,  who 
was  born  in  Caledonia,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Lucy  Poxwell. 
Her  father,  now  deceased,  was  for  more  than  four  decades  successfully  iden- 
tified with  the  interests  of  Racine  county.  He  was  bom  in  Cornwall,  England, 
as  was  his  father,  William  Poxwell,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  country, 
where  both  he  and  his  father,  John  Poxwell,  were  country  gentlemen,  owning 
good  estates.  William  Poxwell  received  a  jnedal  from  the  Roy^l  Society  of 
England  for  saving  the  crew  of  the  troop  ship  Royal  George,  which  was 
wrecked  off  the  coast,  of  Cornwall  when  returning  from  India.  He  died  when 
about  seventy-five  years  of  age  and  was  survived  by  his  wife,  Ann  Harris,  a 
daughter  of  John  Harris,  a  farmer  who  died  in  England.  After  her  husband's 
death  Mr.  Poxwell  came  to  America  with  her  family  and  lived  in  Yorkville 
township,  Racine  county,  until  her  demise,  which  occurred  when  she  was  in 
her  eightieth  year.  A  contemporary  biographer  has  given  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  father  of  Mrs.  Moyle : 

''John  Poxwell  came  from  England  to  America  in  1840,  and  located  in 
Racine  county,  Wisconsin.  He  took  up  land  from  the  government  at  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per'  acre,  buying  what  is  now  known  as  the  Thomas  Shet)ard 
farm,  but  in  less  than  a  year  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Caledonia  township, 
buying  a  farm  there.  After  some  fifteen  years  residence  there  he  returned  in 
March,  1856,  to  Yorkville  township,  where  he  purchased  a  large  farm,  on 
which  he  lived  until  the  day  of  his  death.  Mr.  Poxwell  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  mental  attainments,  and,  having  received  a  liberal  education 
in  his  native  land,  became  a  valuable  acquisition  in  this  new  community.  With 
a  musical  and  artistic  temperament,  and  deep  religious  convictions,  he  was  a 
power  among  his  neighbors  for  good,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a  life- 
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long  supporter  of  the  church  and  society  at  Yorkville,  his  best  endeavors 
being  freely  given  as  a  lay  preacher,  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  build  it  up. 
Politically,  before  and  during  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Foxwell  was  an  abolitionist, 
and  when  that  question  was  settled  espoused  the  cause  of  the  prohibition 
party.  He  was  without  political  ambition,  but  never  indifferent  to  the  welfare 
of  the  state.  He  died  at  his  home  March  20,  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  John  Foxwell  chose  for  his  wife  Miss  Lucy  P.  Briggs,  daughter  of 
Ansel  and  Susanna  (Alton)  Briggs,  born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  August  30,  1820. 
They  were  married  September  13,  1841,  and  Mrs.  Foxwell  is  still  living  in  their 
old  home.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  namely:  William,  of 
Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Susan  M.,  deceased  wife  of  John  F.  Moyle;  Avis,  wife  of 
Wells  M.  Cook,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa ;  Lydia,  who  married  Jerome  McLaughlin, 
of  Hartford,  Michigan;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Thomas  F.  Moyle,  of  Waterford, 
Wisconsin ;  Philander,  deceased ;  John,  of  Wapello,  Iowa ;  Mark,  of  Manitoba ; 
George,  of  Waterford ;  Lucy,  wife  of  George  Richards,  of  ^Waukesha ;  and 
Paul  and  Elsie,  who  did  not  outlive  infancy.  Mrs.  Lucy  P.  Foxwell  is  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  the  first  of  the  Briggs  family  to  come  to  America. 
There  were  three  brothers,  who  came  to  Massachusetts  early  in  the  sixteen 
hundreds,  possibly  among  the  Pilgrims.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Zedock 
Briggs,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  bore  arms  in 
the  Revolution.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Palmeter,  and  both  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  her  death  occurring  only  six  weeks  prior  to  his.  They  had  five 
daughters  and  seven  sons.  Their  son,  An  "el,  father  of  Mrs.  Foxwell,  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  and  grew  up  and  marriv  i  there,  but  in  1814  went  with  his 
wife  to  Ohio.  He  settled  first  on  a  farm  o^^  the  Muskingum  river,  but  after- 
ward moved  to  Medina  county,  and  finally,  in  1837,  wentto  Wisconsin,  settling 
in  Caledonia  township,  Racine  county,  where  he  remained  about  thirteen 
years.  Then  he  again  sought  a  new  home  further  west,  finally  locating  in 
Iowa,  in  lUyria  township,  Payette  county,  where  he  and  his  wife  died.  They 
were  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Lima.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  May  8,  1855, 
Mr.  Briggs  was  sixty-five  years  old,  and  his  wife,  Susanna  (Alton)  Briggs. 
died  June  10,  1853,  aged  fifty-eight  years.  They  had  ten  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, ten  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Fox- 
well, Amasa  Alton,  came  to  this  country  as  a  Hessian  soldier,  fought  against 
the  colonists,  was  wounded,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga. 
On  parole,  becoming  better  acquainted  with  the  object  of  the  colonists,  he 
espoused  their  cause,  and  renouncing  his  allegiance  to  king  and  country,  be- 
came an  American  citizen.  When  the  strife  was  over  he  lived  and  died  as  a 
farmer  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Rachel  Blood 
and  second  to  Miss  Philena  Rice.  By  the  two  marriages  he  became  the  father 
of  six  children,  all  daughters.  Mrs.  Lucy  P.  Foxwell  made  the  journey  from 
Ohio  to  Wisconsin  with  her  father's  family  in  1837,  and  she  well  remembers 
the  trip,  which  was  made  by  wagon.  A  resident  of  Wisconsin  for  seventy- 
nine  years,  she  has  seen  .the  country  develop  from  a  wilderness,  and  can  recall 
Racine  when  there  were  only  four  houses  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street.  One 
of  the  interesting  characters  in  this  sketch,  she  still  lives  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
six  years,  in  her  own  home,  and  in  the  full  possession  of  all  her  faculties.  Her 
reminiscences  of  the  early  settlement  of  Racine  county  are  highly  prized  by 
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her  children,  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren,  by  all  of  whom  she  is 
duly  loved  and  honored  and  whose  great  pleasure  is  to  gather  annually  at  her 
home  and  celebrate  her  birthday." 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moyle  were  bom  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  yet 
living:  Walter,  who  is  engaged  in  the  nursery  business  in  Yorkville;  Lydia, 
the  wife  of  Professor  Seederstrom,  oi  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota ;  Nellie,  the  wife  of 
Roy  Blackburn,  a  dairyman  of  Texas;  Cecil;  Amy,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Leonard  Kellogg,  who  is  engaged  in  the  nursery  business  in  Texas.  The  wife 
and  mother  of  this  family  passed  away  April  13,  1904,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of 
her  age,  and  in  1909  Mr.  Moyle  married  Lydia  Foxwell,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife 
and  the  widow  of  Jerome  McLaughlin. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Moyle  is  a  prohibitionist,  which  indicates  his 
attitude  on  the  temperance  question  and  his  loyal  support  of  whatever  he 
believes  to  be  right.  For  thirty  years  he  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  his  decisions  have  ever  been  strictly  fair  and  impartial.  He  has 
served  as  town  clerk  for  seven  years  and  was  clerk  of  the  school  board  for 
twenty-five  years.  He  has  also  been  secretary  in  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  for  twenty-two  years  and  has  been  connected  therewith  for  forty 
years.  He  still  owns  seventy-two  acres  of  land,  which,  however,  he  rents  and 
this  brings  to  him  a  substantial  income.  His  has  been  an  active  and  well  spent 
life  and  those  who  know  him  esteem  him  for  his  sterling  worth.  He  has  a 
wide  acquaintance  and  high  regard  is  entertained  for  him  wherever  he  is 
known  and  most  of  all  where  he  is  best  known. 


EDGAR  P.  WOLF. 


Edgar  P.  Wolf,  the  treasurer  of  the  Perfex  Radiator  Company  and  one  of 
the  wide-awake,  alert  and  enterprising  young  business  men  of  Racine,  was 
bom  in  Chicago,  October  6,  1891,  a  son  of  J.  P.  and  Emily  J.  (Augustus)  Wolf. 
The  father  was  engaged  in  the  stone  business  and  in  the  building  and  real 
estate  business.  He  afterward  served  for  ten  years  as  United  States  marshal, 
retiring  from  that  position  on  the  1st  of  January,  1916.  He  is  not  now  actively 
connected  with  any  business  affairs,  although  he  is  financially  interested  in  the 
Perfex  Radiator  Company  and  holds  the  office  of  secretary. 

E.  P.  Wolf,  after  attending  the  public  schools  of  Chicago,  became  a  stu- 
dent in  the  University  of  Chicago  and  after  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  was 
engaged  in  various  manufacturing  and  commercial  lines  in  different  capacities 
until  the  organization  of  the  Automobile  Radiator  &  Parts  Manufacturing 
Company,  in  which  he  was  associated  with  F.  M.  Opitz  and  others.  They  de- 
veloped the  largest  enterprise  of  this  character  in  Chicago  and  Mr.  Wolf 
became  one  of  its  directors.  At  length  plans  were  perfected  to  remove  the 
business  to  Racine  and  the  company  took  over  the  invention  and  patents  of 
F.  M.  Opitz,  who  had  brought  forth  a  radiator  which  was  an  improvement  on 
all  others  that  had  hitherto  been  manufactured  for  internal  combustion  engine 
use.  The  plant  was  established  at  Racine,  the  business  was  reorganized  and 
the  company  incorporated  and  Mr.  Wolf  at  that  time  became  treasurer  of  the 
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company  and  is  still  active  in  the  management  and  control  of  the  business, 
which  from  the  beginning  has  grown  steadily  and  rapidly.  Improvements  have 
been  made  on  the  radiator  each  year  and  it  is  now  accepted  as  a  standard 
product.  Something  of  the  growth  of  the  business  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that 
there  are  now  two  hundred  employes  and  the  plant  is  working  to  its  full 
capacity,  the  trade  steadily  growing  until  the  output  is  now  sent  to  all  parts 
of  the  country,  being  used  largely  by  tractor  and  automobile  manufacturers. 
On  the  28th  of  October,  1914,  Mr.  Wolf  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Jennie  Vera  Smith,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of  George  B.  and 
Jennie  Smith.  They  now  have  one  child,  George  Byron.  Mr.  Wolf  is  a  de- 
voted and  consistent  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In 
social  circles  of  the  community  he  and  his  wife  are  held  in  high  esteem  and 
Mr.  Wolf  has  won  a  most  creditable  position  among  the  progressive  business 
men  of  his  adopted  city. 


LAWRENCE  R.  LARSEN. 

Lawrence  R.  Larsen,  accounted  one  of  the  enterprising  young  business  men 
of  Racine,  was  born  in  this  city,  March  23,  1897,  a  son  of  Martin  and  Johanna 
Larsen,  who  are  natives  of  Denmark.  In  early  life  they  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  become  residents  of  the  new  world,  hoping  to  enjoy  better  business  oppor- 
tunities on  this  side  the  water  than  the  father  could  hope  to  secure  in  his 
native  land.  Making  their  way  to  Racine,  they  have  since  resided  in  this  city 
and  Mr.  Larsen  is  now  engaged  in  the  furniture  business. 

Spending  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Racine,  L.  R.  Larsen  is  indebted  to 
its  public  and  high  schools  for  his  educational  opportunities,  supplemented 
by  a  course  in  a  business  college,  which  qualified  him  for  the  responsibilities 
that  now  devolve  upon  him.  In  1915  he  came  to  the  Perfex  Radiator  Com- 
pany, where  he  occupies  the  position  of  general  office  man.  He  is  making  it 
his  purpose  to  thoroughly  master  every  phase  of  the  business  and  render  his 
service  of  much  value  to  the  corporation  which  he  represents.  He  is  ambitious 
and  energetic  and  his  friends  do  not  hesitate  to  prophesy  for  him  a  successful 
future. 


RACINE  AUTO  TIRE  COMPANY. 

The  Racine  Auto  Tire  Company  was  organized  as  a  partnership  February  1, 
1910.  by  L.  J.  Elliott  and  Clarence  H.  Wright  and  was  incorporated  November 
28,  1914,  with  Mr.  Elliott  as  president,  J.  H.  Wright  as  vice  president  and 
Clarence  H.  Wright  as  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager.  The  plant  is  located 
at  No.  1220  Fourteenth  street.  They  started  with  small  space  and  three  em- 
ployes, while  the  output  amounted  to  three  tires  per  day.  Something  of  the 
growth  of  the  business  within  the  short  space  of  less  than  six  years  ig  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  they  now  employ  one  hundred  and  twenty-five*men  and  manu- 
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facture  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  tires  per  day,  their  output  being  known 
to  the  market  as  the  Racine  Horseshoe  tire.  They  manufacture  all  sizes  and 
weights  of  tires  for  various  machines  and  these  are  sold  to  dealers  and  job- 
bers throughout  the  middle  west  and  to  the  Pacific  coast.  They  use  excellent 
material  and  employ  skilled  labor,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  rapid  increase  in 
their  output.  The  product  .is  of  very  high  grade  and  the  growth  of  the  busi- 
ness is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  it  is  now  profitable  to  maintain  branch  houses 
at  Des  Moines,  Milwaukee,  Minneapolis  and  Chicago.  Their  plant  covers  a 
space  of  seventy-five  by  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet,  the  building  being 
two  stories  in  height  and  they  expect  to  erect  a  new  factory  at  an  early  date. 
By  the  1st  of  June,  1916,  their  shipments  reached  an  amount  equal  to  all  ship- 
ments made  in  1915.  The  growth  of  the  business  has  been  particularly  rapid 
8in«e  1914  and  is  due  to  careful  organization,  judicious  advertising,  excellent 
workmanship  in  manufacturing  and  the  marked  executive  power  of  the  officials. 


CLARENCE  H.  WRIGHT. 

Clarence  H.  Wright,  the  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Racine 
Auto  Tire  Company,  was  born  in  Pond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  June  14, 1883,  a  son 
of  J.  H.  ,Wright,  who,  in  1893,  removed  with  his  family  to  Racine  and  became 
general  superintendent  of  the  Fish  Brothers  Wagon  Factory,  which  position  of 
responsibility  he  acceptably  filled  for  sixteen  years.  He  then  resigned  and 
built  a  large  wagon  manufacturing  plant  in  Canada  and  in  March,  1915,  he 
again  became  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Racine  as  vice  president 
of  the  Racine  Auto  Tire  Company. 

After  leaving  the  high  school,  in  which  he  completed  his  education,  Clar- 
ence H.  Wright  entered  the  employ  of  the  Fish  Brothers  Wagon  Company  as 
timekeeper  in  the  factory  and  various  promotions  brought  him  to  the  position 
of  foreman  of  the  wheel  department.  In  1907  he  organized  the  Racine  Com- 
pressed Air  Cleaning  Company,  conducting  business  at  both  Racine  and  Ke- 
nosha and  was  associated  therewith  until  1910,  when  he  entered  into  active 
relations  with  the  Racine  Auto  Tire  Company,  which  was  organized  on  the 
1st  of  February,  of  that  year,  Mr.  Wright  becoming  one  of  its  founders.  The 
business  gradually  developed  until  1914  and  since  then  has  gone  forward  with 
leaps  and  bounds  until  the  establishment,  which  originally  employed  but  three 
men  and  made  but  three  tires  per  day,  is  now  giving  employment  to  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  workmen  while  its  output  is  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  tires  daily. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1909,  Mr.  Wright  was  married  to  Miss  Jessie  Elliott 
Deacon,  a  daughter  of  Walter  F.  and  Louise  E.  Deacon  of  Racine.  They  now 
have  two  daughters :  Mary  Virginia  and  Jane  Elliott.  Mr.  Wright  votes  with 
the  republican  party,  strongly  endorsing  its  policy  and  principles,  and  is  in- 
terested in  local  affairs,  as  evidenced  in  his  membership  in  the  Commercial 
Club.  He  also  belongs  to  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  vestryman  for  many  years  and  in  its  work  he  takes  an  active  and  helpful 
part.    In  an  analyzation  of  his  life  work  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  been  ac- 
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tuated  by  high  principles,  both  in  business  and  in  other  relations,  for  he  has 
continually  reached  toward  lofty  attainment,  making  his  service  of  great  worth 
in  community  interests  relative  to  the  material,  civic  and  moral  development 
of  his  city. 


RACINE  ELECTRIC  COMPANY. 

The  Racine  Electric  Company  is  one  of  the  more  recently  established  enter- 
prises of  the  county,  having  been  in  existence  for  four  years.  It  was  organ- 
ized in  1912  with  Toulie  Tolfson  as  president ;  John  Ruggaber  as  secretary, 
treasurer  and  manager,  and  William  Nelson  as  director.  In  the  year  1913 
Messrs.  Tolfson  and  Nelson  sold  out  and  Herbert  Van  Bree,  purchasing  an  in- 
terest in  the  business,  was  elected  to  the  presidency.  The  business  was  started 
on  Douglas  avenue,  in  a  small  place,  there  remaining  until  the  increasing  trade 
caused  a  removal  when  larger  quarters  were  secured  at  the  comer  of  Prospect 
and  Superior  streets,  where  they  occupied  the  third  floor  of  the  building 
with  the  Racine  Iron  &  Wire  Works.  They  manufacture  electric  motor  spe- 
cialties, vacuum  cleaners,  vibrators,  motors,  fans,  drink  mixers  and  grinding 
motors,  and  the  product  is  sold  in  all  parts  of  America  aiid  in  Canada.  Mr. 
Ruggaber,  a  man  of  marked  inventive  genius  and  ingenuity,  has  taken  out 
patents  on  most  of  the  articles  manufactured.  Thirty-six  employes  are  on  the 
payroll  and  the  output  is  sold  largely  to,  dealers,  manufacturers'  agents  and 
jobbers.  With  the  acceptance  of  electricity  as  a  motive  power  and  rapid  de- 
velopment of  electrical  business  their  output  has  come  fcio  general  use  and 
their  patronage  has  steadily  grown.  The  company  will  build  a  three-story 
brick  factory  on  the  North  Side  on  Yout  street  near  Douglas  avenue. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  RUGGABER. 

John  William  Ruggaber,  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Racine 
Electric  Company,  was  born  on  the  26th  of  July,  1882,  in  the  city  ot  Racine, 
his  parents  being  Joseph  and  Theresa  (Brick)  Ruggaber,  the  former  a  native 
of  Ottawa,  Illinois,  while  the  latter  was  also  born  in  Racine.  The  Ruggaber 
family  was  early  established  in  this  section  of  the  state  and  as  the  name  indi- 
cates they  come  of  German  ancestry.  The  father,  Joseph  Ruggaber,  died  in 
the  year  1894,  but  the  mother  still  survives.  They  had  a  family  of  four  sons: 
Prank,  John  W.,  Ed  and  Albert,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

John  William  Ruggaber  obtained  a  public  school  education  while  spend- 
ing his  youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof.  He  was  early  trained  to  habits 
of  industry  and  from  boyhood  days  has  depended  largely  upon  his  own  re- 
sources for  a  living.  He  first  secured  employment  in  the  plating  works  of 
William  Brown  and  afterward  occupied  a  position  in  the  Bee  Bee  Bicycle 
Works.  Still  later  he  was  with  the  Racine  Wagon  &  Carriage  Company  and 
afterward  with  the  J.  W.  Spence  Jewelry  Manufacturing  Company.    He  has 
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occupied  positions  in  various  departments  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine 
Company  with  which  he  remained  for  seven  years,  spending  five  years  in  the 
boiler  works,  while  later  he  was  for  two  years  with  the  Case  Plow  Works. 
All  these  different  connections  have  brought  him  broad  experience,  resulting 
in  increased  skill  and  ability.  Entering  the  service  of  the  Standard  Electric 
Works  he  was  made  assistant  foreman  of  the  assembling  department  for  a 
fcwr  months  and  later  was  given  charge  of  the  assembling  department.  He 
became  associated  with  the  Hamilton-Beach  Company  on  its  organization  and 
remained  with  that  company  for  two  years,  having  charge  of  the  assembling 
department.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Racine  Electric  Company,  of  which  he  was  made  secretary,  treasurer  and 
manager,  and  he  has  since  been  the  active  head  of  this  business,  mention  of 
which  is  made  above. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1904,  Mr.  Ruggaber  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  Cook, 
of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Margaret  Cook,  and  they  now  have 
five  children:  Lucile,  Leon,  Kermet,  Louis  and  Lavern.  The  family  are  com- 
municants of  St.  Patrick's  church.  In  politics  Mr.  Ruggaber  maintains  an 
independent  attitude  when  casting  a  local  ballot  but  at  national  elections 
favors  the  republican  party.  He  has  membership  with  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles  and  with  the  United  Commercial  Travelers.  There  have  been  no 
unusual  chapters  in  his  life's  record;  his  career  has  been  an  orderly  progres- 
sion, consistent  in  its  advance  and  ruled  by  that  sound  judgment  which  takes 
into  consideration  needs  and  opportunities  as  well  as  individual  capability. 


L.  C.  CHRISTENSEN. 


L.  C.  Christensen  is  one  of  the  extensive  land  owners  of  Racine  county,  his 
holdings  embracing  more  than  five  hundred  acres,  much  of  which  he  now 
rents,  but  gives  personal  supervision  to  the  further  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  a  tract  of  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  conducts  a  large  wholesale  and 
retail  live  stock  business.  There  is  something  stimulating  in  the  life  record 
of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Christensen,  who  owes  his  success  to  his  own  efforts,  his 
record  proving  what  may  be  accomplished  when  energy  and  ambition  point 
out  the  way.  He  was  bom  in  Norway  township,  this  county,  April  13,  1883,  a 
son  of  N.  M.  and  Marie  (Larson)  Christensen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Denmark.  The  father  arrived  in  Racine  county  when  a  young  man  and  pur- 
chased land  in  Norway  township,  whence  he  removed  to  Raymond  township 
in  1884,  becoming  owner  there  of  an  excellent  tract  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  of  which  he  cleared  and  developed  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He 
built  good  buildings  upon  the  place  and  added  other  modem  improvements. 
He  was  married  twice,  Marie  Larson  becoming  his  second  wife,  and  when  he 
married  a  second  time  he  had  only  money  enough  to  pay  the  preacher.  His 
success  was  all  acquired  after  that,  yet  before  his  death  he  had  become  one  of 
the  substantial  and  prosperous  citizens  of  his  community.  His  life,  moreover, 
was  ever  upright  and  honorable,  being  in  consistent  harmony  with  his  profes- 
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sions  as  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  politics  he  was  a 
republican. 

Reared  to  farm  life,  L.  C.  Christensen  pursued  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age  began  dealing  in  live  stock,  since 
>\  hich  time  he  has  continued  active  in  that  business.  He  slaughters  and  seUs 
meat  to  the  Racine  market  and  is  also  a  large  shipper  to  Chicago.  For  fourteen 
years  he  has  made  weekly  trips  to  Racine  with  dressed  meat.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  unfaltering  industry  and  as  the  years  have  gone  on  he  has  won  a  very 
substantial  measure  of  success,  owing  to  his  careful  management  atid  keen 
business  sagacity.  From  time  to  time  he  has  made  judicious  investments  in 
property  until  his  holdings  now  embrace  five  hundred  and  two-thirds  acres  of 
land.  From  the  greater  part  of  this  he  derives  a  substantial  rental  and  upon 
the  eighty-acre  tract,  which  he  reserves  for  personal  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment, he  raises  the  crops  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climatic  conditions  here.  He 
conducts  an  extensive  dairy  business  on  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
acres  at  Franksville,  Wisconsin,  and  the  remainder  of  his  farm  lands  is  used  for 
live  stock  purposes.  In  business  affairs  he  displays  sound  judgment  and  un- 
faltering enterprise  and  whatever  he  has  undertaken  he  has  carried  forward 
to  successful  completion. 

In  1905rMr.  ^Christensen  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha  M.  Fredrickson,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Fredrickson,  an  early  settler  of  Raymond  township,  arriv- 
ing there  in  his  boyhood,  so  that  a  part  of  his  education  was  there  acquired. 
He  became  a  successful  and  well-to-do  farmer  and  is  now  living  retired  in 
Racine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christensen  have  become  parents  of  two  sons :  Norman, 
ten  years  of  age,  and  Harold,  aged  six. 

The  family  attend  the  Baptist  church  and  Mr.  Christensen  gives  his  pol- 
itical support  to  the  republican  party.  ,He  is  yet  a  young  man,  but  many  a  one 
twice  his  years  might  well  envy  the  position  to  which  he  has  attained  and  the 
success  which  he  has  acquired.  He  seems  to  readily  recognize  the  correct 
value  of  any  business  situation  and  he  has  so  used  his  time  and  opportunities 
that  he  has  gained  a  place  among  the  most  substantial  farmers  of  Racine 
county. 


ARNOLD  ELECTRIC  COMPANY.    . 

The  Arnold  Electric  Company  was  organized  April  19)  1904,  as  the  United 
States  Standard  Electrical  Works  and  business  was  started  in  a  small  way 
on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Secor  building,  in  Racine,  where  they  occupied  one 
room.  They  manufactured  electrical  devices  under  the  trade  name  of  Arnold 
and  from  the  beginning  the  business  grew  very  rapidly  and  developed  its 
scope  to  include  a  line  of  motor  operated  devices.  This  company  was  the 
first  to  place  on  the  ma^et  the  small  type  of  vacuum  cleaners  for  household 
use  and  they  were  also  the  originators  an<J  developers  of  the  portable  massage 
vibrators,  electric  hair  dryers,  electric  drink  mixers,  washing  machines,  elec- 
tric signs  and  phonograph  motors.  They  manufacture  small  power  motors  for 
various  uses. 
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On  the  20th  of  November,  1914,  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Arnold  Electric 
Company  and  the  capital  stock  was  increased  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
fully  paid  up.  In  1907  the  business  was  removed  to  a  small  building  known 
as  the  Collier  building,  at  Washington  avenue  and  the  Northwestern  tracks, 
but  in  1909  still  more  space  was  required  and  they  purchased  an  entire  city 
block,  on  which  they  erected  a  three-story  and  basement  brick  mill  construc- 
tion building,  giving  them  fifty  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space.  They 
have  their  own  tool  making  department  and  they  employ  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  people,  most  of  whom  are  skilled  laborers.  Their  output  is  today 
sold  all  over  the  world  and  the  business  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  rapidly 
developing  and  profitable  manufacturing  concerns  of  Racine.  Its  officers  are 
George  C.  Schmitz,  president  and  manager,  and  J.  A.  Schmitz,  secretary  and 
treasurer. 


GEORGE  C.  SCHMITZ. 


It  has  been  said  that  a  successful  corporation  is  not  only  a'* 'maker  of 
money  but  a  maker  of  men."  It  is  true  that  opportunity  calls  forth  latent 
powers  and  stimulates  the  energy  and  ambition  of  the  individual,  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  the  individual  must  have  in  him  those  inherent  qualities 
which  make  for  success,  and  then  the  combination  of  opportunity  and  industry 
will  bring  its  results.  This  has  been  manifested  in  the  career  of  George  C. 
Schmitz,  president  and  manager  of  the  Arnold  Electric  Company,  which  in 
a  period  of  twelve  years  has  developed  its  interests  into  one  of  the  important 
industries  of  Racine. 

Mr.  Schmitz  is  a  native  of  Racine,  born  November  7, 1878,  his  parents  being 
Nicholas  and  Catherine  (Arnold)  Schmitz.  The  father,  who  was  bom  in  the 
year  1824,  in  Germany,  arrived  in  Racine  in  1850  and  here  followed  the  wagon- 
maker's  trade  which^he  had  previously  learfied  in  his  native  land.  For  a 
considerable  period  he  was  connected  with  the  Mitchell  Wagon  Company  and 
afterward  with  the  Winnship  Manufacturing  Company,  but  he  is  now  living 
retired  at  the  very  venerable  age  of  ninety-two  years.  It  was  in  February, 
1861,  that  he  wedded  Catherine  Arnold,  who  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  She,  too,  was  bom  in  Germany,  and  about  1848  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents,  the  family  home  being  established  in  Mil- 
waukee. '  . 

Entering  public  scliool  at  the  usual  age  George  C.  Schmitz  passed  through 
consecutive  grades  until  he.  had  entered  and  spent  one  year  in  the  high  school. 
He  started  in  business  life  as  a  manufacturer's  agent  and  entered  into  business 
on  his  own  account  in  1904,  when  he  with  others  organized  the  United  States 
Standard  Electrical  Works,  manufacturing  all  kinds  of  motor  devices  and  hav- 
ing today  one  of  the  large  and  important  manufacturing  plants  of  the  city.  He 
has  proved  adequate  to  the  situation  and  the^ppportunity,  his  ability  enabling 
him  to  squarely  face  the  former  and  utilize  the  latter,  and  each  forward  step 
he  has  taken  in  his  business  career  has  brought  him  a  broader  outlook. 

Mr.  Schmitz  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
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Elks  and  also  a  popular  representative  of  the  Country  Club  of  Racine  and  in 
this  city,  where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  he  has  a  most  extensive  and 
favorable  acquaintance. 


J.  A.  SCHMITZ. 


J.  A.  Schmitz,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Arnold  Electric  Company, 
was  bom  in  Racine,  March  9,  1862,  a  son  of  Nicholas  Schmitz,  who  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  his  son,  George 
C.  Schmitz.  The  educational  op^^ortunities  afforded  J.  A.  Schmitz  were  those 
to  be  obtained  in  the  public  and  pa/ochial  schools  of  Racine  and  upon  attain- 
ing his  majority  he  went,  in  1883,  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  he  accepted 
a  position  and  also  pursued  a  course  in  a  business  college.  Later  he  opened  a 
real  estate  oflSce  in  that  city  and  after  continuing  for  a  short  time  in  that  field 
turned  his  attention  to  the  wholesale  cigar  and  tobacco  business.  Eventually 
he  became  manager  of  the  mail  order  department  of  the  firm  of  Field,  Schlick 
&  Company. 

It  was  in  August,  ,1910,  that  Mr.  Schmitz  returned  to  Racine  to  become 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Arnold  Electric  Company  and  to  his  duties  in 
that  connection  he  has  since  bent  his  energies,  contributing  to  the  development 
and  upbuilding  of  the  business,  which  in  the  last  few  years  has  made  rapid 
strides,  becoming  one  of  the  large  and  important  manufacturing'  concerns  of 
the  city,  placing  upon  the  market  a  large  line  of  motor  devices.  Its  inventions 
have  met  a  want  in  household  appliances,  greatly  lessening  labor  in  many  par- 
ticulars and  a  record  of  the  company  is  given  at  length  on  another  page  of 
this  work. 

In  1890  Mr.  Schmitz  was  married  to  Miss  Helena  Schlick  of  St.  Paul,  a 
daughter  of  Prank  and  Coelestine  (Forester)  Schlick,  of  St.  Paul,  in  which 
city  they  were  pioneer  residents  and  the  father  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
contractor  and  builder.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmitz  have  but  one  child,  Helena,  at 
home.  The  parents  are  members  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church.  Ability  has 
brought  Mr.  Schmitz  to  the  front  in  manufacturing  circles.  With  energy  and 
determination  he  has  overcome  the  obstacles  and  difficulties  in  his  path  and 
advancing  step  by  step  has  reached  a  creditable  place  as  a  forceful  and  re- 
sourceful business  man. 


L.  W.  SMITH. 


L.  W.  Smith,  who,  in  the  conduct  of  a  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  busi- 
ness has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  building  and  selling  of  homes  and 
has  thus  contributed  in  notable  measure  to  the  development  of  the  southwest- 
ern section  of  Racine,  was  bom  in  this  city  December  8,  1888,  a  son  of  Henry 
L.  and  Mary  Ann  (Fennell)  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  tiie 
latter  of  Trowbridge,  England.     The  mother  was  a  daughter  of  John  and 
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Martha  Fennell,  who  came  to  Racine  in  1879,  her  father  becoming  foreman  of 
the  molding  department  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company,  which 
position  he  acceptably  filled  for  twenty-one  years.  Later  he  was  called  to  the 
ofBees  of  city  treasurer  and  city  assessor  and  at  the  present  time  he  is  living 
retired,  enjoying  a  rest  which  his  former  activities  have  fully  merited.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  L.  W.  Smith  was  Lawrence  Smith,  who  brought  his 
family  to  Racine  in  1863.  He  was  a  seaman,  who  sailed  on  both  the  ocean 
and  the  lakes.  He  became  captain  of  vessels  and  was  well  known  in  that  con- 
nection. His  son,  Henry  L.  Smith,  took  up  the  trade  of  a  molder  and  is  now 
with  the  Wisconsin  Cylinder  Foundry  Company. 

Completing  his  education  by  study  in  the  high  school,  supplemented  by  a 
course  in  the  agricultural  department  of  the  Wisconsin  University,  L.  ^. 
Smith  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  United  States  government  and  for  about 
a  year  was  connected  with  the  department  of  commerce  and  labor.  In  1910 
he  opened  a  real  estate  oflRce  at  1514  Washington  avenue  and  now  has  his 
oflSce  in  the  adjoining  building,  at  No.  1516.  He  not  only  handles  real  estate 
but  also  writes  insurance  and  places  loans  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  real  estate 
interests  he  negotiates  property  transfers  for  others  and  also  builds  houses  for 
sale.  He  has  confined  his  operations  largely  to  the  southwest  side  of  Racine 
and  has  been  instrumental  in  the  development  and  improvement  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  where  he  has  transformed  unsightly  vacancies  into  attractive 
residence  districts  and  thereby  has  greatly  enhanced  property  values  and  pro- 
moted prosperity  in  that  region.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Home  Mutual 
Building  &  Loan  Association  and  a  member  of  the  Racine  real  estate  board. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1911,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Gertrude 
Weber,  a  daughter  of  Adolph  and  Theresa  Weber,  who  were  early  residents  of 
Racine,  where  the  father  now  lives  retired.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are : 
Philip,  and  Robert  and  Richard,  twins.  The  family  attend  St.  Rose  Catholic 
church  and  Mr.  Smith  belongs  also  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  likcAvise 
identified  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Junction  Advancement  Association.  He  has  never  become  an  active  factor  in 
politics,  casting  an  independent  ballot,  but  he  puts  forth  every  effort — and  his 
labors  are  most  effective — for  the  benefit  and  improvement  of  the  city  in  which 
he  lives. 


CHARLES  V.  McAVOY. 


Charles  V.  McAvoy,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Wisconsin  Auto  Top  Com- 
pany, was  bom  in  Racine,  April  12, 1889,  a  son  of  Anthony  and  Alice  (Bowers) 
McAvoy.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to  Racine  in  1866 
and  for  a  long  period  was  connected  with  the  industrial  development  of  the 
city  as  proprietor  of  a  wagon  and  carriage  plant,  but  later  lived  retired  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  March  11, 1914.  His  widow  still  survives.  Mr. 
McAvoy  was  for  a  number  of  years  supervisor  and  was  otherwise  prominently 
connected  with  public  affairs  in  the  community.  He  held  membership  in  St 
Rose  Catholic  church,  to  which  Mrs.  McAvoy  still  belongs,  and  he  was  a 
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uKMiibor  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Royal  League,  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
the  Knights  of  America  and  the  Knights  of  Wisconsin. 

Charles  V.  McAvoy,  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
city,  afterward  spent  two  years  in  newspaper  work  and  in  January,  1910,  be- 
came one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Wisconsin  Auto  Top  Company,  its  first  of- 
ficers being :  Anthony  McAvoy,  president ;  E.  P.  McAvoy,  vice  president ;  C.  V. 
McAvoy,  secretary ;  and  M.  I.  McAvoy,  treasurer.  Upon  the  death  of  Anthom 
McAvoy  Mrs.  McAvoy  was  elected  president  of  the  company.  Their  plant  is 
located  at  Seventeenth  and  South  Hamilton  avenue,  where  they  have  two 
buildings,  each  forty  by  one  hundred  and  twelve  feet.  They  manufacture  a  full 
line  of  covers  for  automobiles  and  the  plant  turns  out  equipment  for  thirty 
thousand  automobiles  per  year,  its  output  being  twice  that  of  any  other  factory 
of  similar  size  in  the  United  States.  The  product  is  sold  all  over  this  country 
and  abroad  and  the  covers  are  mostly  made  from  rubberized  fabrics.  They  sell 
to  the  jobbers  and  dealers,  keeping  no  traveling  salesmen,  and  they  have 
shipped  their  goods  to  every  country  in  the  world.  Today  they  employ  about 
sixty  people  and  the  business  is  one  of  the  growing  nmnufacturing  concerns 
of  the  city.  In  addition  to  the  Wisconsin  Auto  Top  Company  Charles  V.  Mc- 
Avoy and  his  two  brothers,  P.  J.  and  H.  S.,  are  managers  of  the  London  Auto 
Supply  Company  of  Chicago,  manufacturers  of  automobile  bodies,  the  business 
being  managed  by  the  two  brothers  of  C.  V.  McAvoy.  Another  brother,  J.  A. 
McAvoy,  is  owner  of  the  London  Limousine  Company,  of  New  York,  manufac- 
turers of  limousine  bodies,  and  all  of  these  brothers  have  branched  out  in  their 
business  interests  through  the  old  carriage  manufacturing  business,  keeping 
up  with  the  changes  in  the  times  brought  about  through  the  supplanting  of  the 
carriage  by  the  motor  car.  They  have  been  ready  to  recognize  and  gra^  an 
opportunity  and  thus  have  advanced  to  the  goal  of  success. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1915,  Mr.  McAvoy  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine 
Artmaier,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Marie  Artmaier.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McAvoy  are  members  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  McAvoy  holds 
membership  with  the  Elks. 


THEODORE  C.  HEGNER. 

With  the  organization  of  the  Monarch  Shoe  Company,  in  1909,  Theodore  C. 
Hegner  became  its  first  president  and  treasurer  and  has  so  continued  to  the 
present  time,  concentrating  his  efforts  and  attention  upon  the  development  of 
the  business,  which  in  its  ramifying  trade  connections  now  covers  a  very 
broad  territory,  making  this  one  of  the  profitable  manufacturing  concerns  of 
the  city.  Mr.  Hegner  was  born  in  Racine,  May  21,  1876,  the  son  of  John  P. 
and  Angeline  (Weins)  Hegner,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1863  and  was  connected  with  the  leather  business 
in  Chicago  for  a  period,  but  in  1873  established  a  grocery  store  in  Racine, 
where  he  carried  on  business  for  many  years,  becoming  one  of  the  leading  mer* 
chants  in  his  line.  He  was  accorded  a  liberal  patronage,  which  he  merited 
because  his  business  methods  were  at  all  times  honorable  and  straightforward 
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while  progressiveness  and  industry  characterized  him  in  all  of  his  business 
relations.  He  died  in  the  year  1898,  having  for  sixteen  years  survived  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  in  1882. 

Theodore  C.  Hegner  obtained  a  public  and  high  school  education  in  Racine 
and  early  in  his  business  career  became  connected  with  the  Badger  Electric 
Company,  with  which  he  remained  for  several  years.  He  w^as  afterward  with 
the  Pish  Brothers  Wagon  Company  for  eleven  years  and  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  in  1909,  organized  the  Monarch  Shoe  Company,  of  which  he  became 
the  president  and  treasurer,  with  Charles  Bernhard  as  vice  president  ^d 
Henry  Oehmen  as  secretary.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  personnel  of 
the  company  from  the  beginning.  The  plant  was  at  first  located  at  Sixth  and 
Villa  streets  and  in  1913  a  removal  was  made  to  the  corner  of  Hamilton  avenue 
and  Seventeenth  street,  where  the  factory  has  twenty-five  thousand  square  feet 
of  floor  space  in  a  building  two  stories  in  height,  employment  being  furnished 
to  from  seventeen  to  twenty-five  people.  They  manufacture  sporting  goods  of 
various  kinds,  including  baseball,  gymnasium  and  hunting  boots  and  shoes; 
also  shoes  for  bowlers,  golfers,  tennis  players  and  in  fact  athletic  shoes  of 
every  dese^intion,  which  are  put  upon  the  market  under  the  Monarch  brand 
and  are  of  cellence  that  the  product  finds  a  ready  sale  from  coast  to 

coast  In  fact  the  trade  not  only  covers  the,  United  States  but  extensive  ship- 
ments are  also  made  to  the  American  possessions.  The  business  has  constantly 
developed  along  gratifying  lines.  Every  department  is  thoroughly  systemat- 
ized, the  work  is  carried  on  most  methodically  and  there  is  no  useless  expendi- 
ture of  time,  labor  nor  material.  In  its  output  the  company  keeps  in  touch 
with  modem  day  needs  and  demands  and  in  fact  anticipates  the  dematid  so  that 
it  is  ready  to  meet  the  trade  at  the  call. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1912,  Mr.  Hegner  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Krill, 
of  Milwaukee,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children,  John  and  Theodore. 
The  parents  are  members  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Hegner  i.^  also 
identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to 
the  democratic  party  and  he  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues 
of  the  day,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  as  he  feels  that  his  time 
and  attention  are  fully  occupied  by  his  business  interests.  He  Jias  worked  his 
way  upward  and  aff  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  has  builded  wisely  and 
well.  Within  seven  years  he  has  developed  an  enterprise  of  importance  in  his 
community,  its  success  being  of  a  most  substantial  character,  while  its  methods 
commend  it  to  the  further  confidence  and  support  of  the  public. 


JOHN  VYVYAN. 


John  Vy vyan,  of  Yorkville  township,  had  no  capital  when  he  began  f arm- 
mg  on  his  own  account,  but  possessed  enterprise  and  good  judgment  and  as 
the  years  have  passed  has  prospered.  He  has  given  land  to  each  of  his  chil- 
dren, but  still  holds  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on  which  he  is  engaged  in 
general  farming.  His  birth  occurred  in  Raymond  township,  this  county,  on 
the  15th  of  November.  1850,  and  he  is  a  son  of  William  and  Matilda  Vyvyan, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


384  HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY 

both  of  whom  were  born  in  Cornwall,  England.  They  came  to  America,  how- 
ever, in  young  manhood  and  womanhood  and  their  marriage  occurred  in  York- 
viile  township,  Racine  county.  The  father  followed  the  butchering  business 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  but  also  was  interested  in  farming  and  held 
title  to  a  large  tract  of  land.  He  had  a  wide  acquaintance  and  was  recognized 
as  a  public-spirited  and  valuable  citizen.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican  and 
his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Methodist  church.  His  demise  occurred  in 
1901. 

John  Vyvyan,  who  is  one  of  three  children  surviving  of  a  family  of  six,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Raymond  township  and  also  early  became 
familiar  with  agricultural  work.  After  farming  for  several  years  he  conducted 
a  butcher  shop  in  Union  Grove  for  three  years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time,  or 
in  1871,  bought  his  present  farm,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  in  Yorkville  township.  He  has  erected  a  fine  modern  residence  and  out- 
buildings and  has  made  many  other  improvements  upon  the  place,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  properties  in  the  locality.  The  old  house,  in  which  he 
lived  for  several  years  after  first  taking  up  his  residence  upon  this  farm,  is 
still  standing.  He  also  formerly  owned  other  tracts  of  land,  which  he  has 
given  to  his  children.  He  is  still  actively  engaged  in  stock  raising  and  dairy- 
ing and  his  well  directed  labor  yields  him  a  good  financial  return. 

Mr.  Vyvyan  was  married  in  1868  to  Miss  Agnes  Hunter,  who  was  bom  in 
Scotland,  but  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  the  United  States  when  only  three 
years  of  age.  The  family  located  in  Raymond  township,  and  there  the  father. 
William  Hunter,  is  still  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vyvyan  were  bom  seven 
children :  William,  Benjamin,  Walter,  John  E.  and  Roy,  all  residents  of  York- 
ville township;  Mary,  the  wife  of  C.  Rockey,  who  is  engaged  in  the  cement 
business  in  Racine,  and  Margaret,  the  wife  of  George  Christensen,  a  merchant 
of  Racine.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  in  August,  1914,  and  her  demise 
was  deeply  regretted  not  only  by  her  family  but  also  by  her  many  friends. 

The  republican  party  has  a  stanch  supporter  in  Mr.  Vyvyan  and  he  takes 
commendable  interest  in  everything  affecting  the  public  welfare,  although  not 
an  office  seeker.  He  belongs  to  the  Yorkville  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  with 
which  his  wife  is  also  identified,  and  in  all  relations  of  life  has  measured  up  to 
high  standards  of  conduct.  He  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  Racine  county  and 
the  fact  that  those  who  have  known  him  intimately  since  boyhood  are  his 
warmest  friends  is  proof  of  his  genuine  worth. 


FRED  W.  GUNTHER. 


That  perseverance-  and  effort  intelligently  directed  may  overcome  all  ob- 
stacles and  difficulties  is  illustrated  in  the  history  of  Fred  W.  Gunther,  now 
conducting  an  extensive  canning  business  and  sauerkraut  manufactory,  a  busi- 
liefss  that  brings  to  him  excellent  profit  although  at  the  outset  it  seemed  that 
failure  would  follow  the  venture.  Born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  the  18th 
pf  February,  1854,  Fred  W.  Gunther  is  a  son  of  Henry  A.  and  Caroline  Gun- 
ther, who  in  the  year  1856  came  to  Racine.    The  father,  who  was  a  machinist 
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by  trade,  died  in  1912  but  the  mother  is  still  living  and  has  reached  the  ajje 
of  eighty-five  years. 

Brought  to  this  city  when  but  two  years  of  age,  Fred  W.  Gunther  obtained 
a  public  school  education  and  afterward  learned  the  machinist's  trade  which 
he  followed  for  sixteen  years.  In  1882  he  began  putting  up  sauerkraut  in  the 
back  end  of  the  machine  shop,  it  being  his  desire  to  make  something  for  sale. 
In  that  year  there  was  little  cabbage  to  be  had.  A  St.  Louis  man  came  to 
Racine  and  purchased  practically  all  the  market  supply  of  cabbage  after  which 
he  began  manufacturing  sauerkraut.  Mr.  Gunther  and  his  father  were  running 
a  little  machine  shop  and  they  made  a  machine  for  the  man  to  cut  cabbage. 
He  left  without  paying  for  the  machine  so  that  Mr.  Gunther  took  over  the 
machine  and  himself  started  in  the  sauerkraut  business.  He  and  his  father 
borrowed  six  hundred  dollars  from  the  bank  in  order  to  embark  in  the  under- 
taking. The  first  year  their  output  was  two  hundred  barrels  and  the  kraut 
was  advertised  at  eight  dollars  per  barrel.  It  was  worth,  however,  only  three 
dollars  per  barrel  Qn  the  market,  but  Mr.  Gunther  did  not  know  this.  He  sent 
thirty  barrels  to  Baltimore  and  the  buyer  failed.  His  plant  was  erected  on 
Villa  street  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  street.  In  the  early  days  of  the  undertaking 
Mr.  Gunther  realized  but  little,  selling  his  output  at  a  figure  that  brought 
him  practically  no  return.  He  was  ready  to  abandon  the  business,  but  he  had 
in  his  possession  over  one  thousand  empty  barrels  which  he  had  purchased  at 
a  bargain.  The  next  year  he  again  manufactured  sauerkraut  and  then  prices 
were  good  so  that  he  made  money  and  his  output  was  such  that  he  not  only 
used  all  of  the  barrels  which  he  had  on  hand  but  bought  more.  He  then  built 
a  plant  with  a  capacity  of  two  thousand  barrels  per  year  at  a  cost  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  but  the  following  year  the  market  went  flat  and  he  again 
lost  money.  He  had  been  paying  for  cabbage  by  the  head  and  he  originated 
the  idea  of  buying  it  by  the  ton,  being  the  first  man  to  do  so.  That  year  he 
had  kraut  all  over  Racine,  in  steamboat  docks,  in  freight  depots,  in  cellars  and 
other  places.  In  the  spring  the  odor  began  to  permeate  and  everyone  insisted 
that  the  kraut  be  moved.  He  could  not  sell  it,  so  took  one  hundred  aAd  fifty 
barrels  out  in  the  lake  and  fed  it  to  the  fish.  A  week  later  it  was  reported 
that  a  wreck  must  have  occurred,  for  sauerkraut  was  coming  in  all  along  the 
shore  of  Lake  Michigan  and  the  farmers  finding  it  were  peddling  it.  Times 
changed,  however,  and  with  the  next  year  Mr.  Gunther  had  better  luck. 
He  removed  his  plant  to  Asylum  avenue  and  the  St.  Paul  tracks,  leasing 
the  property  from  Mrs.  Murray,  and  later  he  purchased  the  property.  His 
plant  now  covers  about  an  acre  of  ground.  The  first  year  in  his  present 
location  he  again  met  almost  insurmountable  difficulties  and  hardships  and 
disaster  threatened  him.  Over  one  thousand  tons  of  cabbage  spoiled  and  was 
dumped  along  the  right  of  way  of  the  St.  Paul  tracks  for  miles.  During  the 
second  year  at  the  present  location  the  business  fared  better  and  the  equip- 
ment was  so  arranged  that  the  cabbage  would  not  spoil.  After  that  the  com- 
pany rented  land  and  raised  their  own  cabbage,  starting  with  from  thirty  to 
forty  acres.  Something  of  the  growth  of  the  business  is  indicated  in  the  fact 
that  they  now  plant  over  five  hundred  acres  per  year  and  Mr.  Gunther  individ- 
ually owns  a  farm  of  three  himdred  acres  which  is  planted  to  cabbage  and 
beans.     They  contract  with  the  farmers  for  the  balance  of  their  needs.     In 
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1904  he  began  a  general  canning  business  and  now  puts  up  nearly  one  million 
cans  of  beans  and  sauerkraut  annually  and  also  about  twelve  thousand  barrels 
of  sauerkraut,  employing  five  hundred  people  during  the  rush  season.  This 
has  become  an  important  industry  of  Racine  and  the  business  now  brings  to 
him  a  very  substantial  income  upon  his  investment. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1877,  Mr.  Gunther  was  married  to  Miss  Susanna 
Homer,  a  native  of  Racine  and  a  daughter  of  John  F.  and  Mary  Horner.  Their 
children  are  Henry  A.,  PVed  J.  and  Royal  F.,  all  of  whom  are  in  business  with 
their  father.  In  1893  the  business  was  incorporated  with  Henry  A.  Gunther, 
Sr.,  as  president;  Emil  Gunther,  vice  president,  and  Fred  W.  Gunther,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  In  1911  Henry  A.  Gunther,  Jr.,  Fred  J.  and  Royal  P. 
Gunther,  the  sons  of  our  subject,  purchased  the  interests  of  Henry  A.  Gunther, 
Sr.,  and  Emil  Gunther,  and  the  present  officers  are :  Fred  J.  Gunther,  president; 
Royal  F.  Gunther,  vice  president;  Henry  A.  Gunther,  secretary,  and  P.  W. 
Gunther,  treasurer  and  manager.  In  addition  to  his  important  interests  in 
this  connection  Mr.  Gunther  has  become  identified  with  the  Helmuth  Cooperage 
Company  of  Chicago,  is  vice  president  of  the  Racine  City  Bank  and  is  a  large 
realty  owner,  holding  much  city  property.  He  has  opened  a  large  tract  for 
factory  sites  on  the  St.  Paul  Railroad,  within  the  city  limits,  and  at  the  present 
time  he  is  financing  the  building  of  the  new  Perfex  radiator  factories,  which 
are  being  constructed  on  a  part  of  this  addition,  and  is  thereby  adding  to  the 
industrial  development,  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Gunther  belongs  to  the  United  Commercial  Travelers  and  he  gives  his 
political  support  to  the  republican  party,  but  has  had  little  time  for  outside 
interests,  always  concentrating  his  efforts  and  energies  upon  his  private  busi- 
ness affairs.  On  many  occasions  he  has  been  unable  to  meet  his  notes  to  the 
farmers,  but  he  has  always  managed  to  work  out  some  solution  for  the  difficulty 
and  his  creditors,  knowing  his  honesty  and  intense  industry,  have  given  him 
time.  Today  he  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  big  manufacturing  concerns  in 
the  city  and  his  course  is  an  illustration  of  what  energy,  determination  and 
perseverance  will  accomplish.  He  possesses  a  saving  sense  of  humor  and  at 
all  times  is  able  to  see  the  fun  in  any  situation.  This  undoubtedly  has  been 
one  of  the  elements  in  his  success,  enabling  him  to  tide  over  the  hard  times, 
and  he  is  always  ready  to  meet  anyone  with  a  smile,  while  many  a  humorous 
story  from  his  lips  entertains  his  auditors.  Today  he  has  reached  a  position 
of  notable  success,  directing  and  controlling  important  interests  of  wide  scope, 
and  his  record  is  one  which  should  serve  to  encourage  and  inspire  others, 
proving  that  there  are  no  obstacles  and  difficulties  in  the  business  world  that 
cannot  be  overcome  by  persistent,  honorable  and  intelligently  directed  effort. 


RACINE  PAPER  GOODS  COMPANY. 

The  Racine  Paper  Goods  Company  was  organized  in  1894  by  Lucius  J. 
Elliott,  Byron  B.  Blake,  Richard  T.  Robinson  and  0.  L.  Parmenter.  This  was 
started  as  a  partnership  affair,  the  plant  being  located  at  No.  612  Wisconsin 
street.    They  manufacture  paper  cigar  pockets,  patented  by  0.  L.  Parmenter. 
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The  company  was  incorporated  in  1902  with  L.  J.  Elliott  as  president;  R.  T. 
Robinson,  vice  president,  and  0.  L.  Parmenter,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
company  also  manufactures  packages  for  putting  up  silk,  chocolates  and  other 
kinds  of  candy,  etc.  Their  product  is  sold  all  over  the  world  and  this  business 
has  done  as  much  as  has  any  other  company  in  the  city  to  make  the  name  of 
Racine  known  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  The  policj 
maintained  is  fruitful  of  most  excellent  results.  The  company  has  ever  takei 
a  great  interest  in  its  employes,  assisting  them  in  every  possible  way.  Th« 
product  is  sold  to  jobbers,  retailers  and  maufacturers  and  the  business  hai 
ever  been  conducted  in  recognition  of  the  fact  that  satisfied  patrons  are  the 
best  advertisement.  Seventy-five  employes  are  in  the  Racine  factory,  one-hall 
of  whom  are  skilled  workmen,  and  the  company  has  another  factory  in  To- 
ronto,  Canada.  They  also  have  their  own  printing  plant  and  the  factory  uses 
special  machinery,  all  of  which  has  been  invented  and  manufactured  by  Mr. 
Parmenter.  The  three  officers  of  the  company  have  been  continuously  asso- 
ciated  in  business  since  the  establishment  of  the  undertaking,  but  Mr.  Par- 
menter is  the  only  one  who  is  in  active  charge.  They  have  become  particularly 
well  known  through  their  wax-lined  coupon  cigar  pockets,  which  are  imper- 
vious to  either  moisture  or  heat  and  are  therefore  equivalent  to  miniature 
pocket  humidors.  The  pockets  have  a  triple  fold,  making  each  pocket  elastic,  so 
that  they  can  hold  a  large  or  small  cigar  equally  well.  Bach  cigar  is  therefore 
thoroughly  protected.  The  business  has  grown  rapidly  and  has  now  reached 
very  gratifying  proportions,  while  the  sales  of  the  house  along  other  lines  are 
equally  gratifying. 


ORVILLE  L.  PARMENTER. 

Orville  L.  Parmenter,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Paper  Goods 
Company,  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1846,  a  son  of  Austin  W.  and  Sarah 
(Calkins)  Parmenter,  both  being  representatives  of  old  families  of  that 
city.  The  father  was  a  pioneer  lime  manufacturer.  Reared  in  Cleveland, 
the  son  attended  the  public  schools  there  and  after  arriving  at  years  of  ma- 
turity was  married  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Jennie  Mc- 
Bride,  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Martha  (Spink)  McBride, 
of  New  York,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  General  Spink,  of  Revolutionary  war 
fame.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parmenter  have  been  born  four  children :  Henry  A., 
who  is  in  business  with  his  father;  James  McMillan  and  0.  A.,  who  are  also 
with  their  father,  and  Elsie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  ye^rs. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church  and  take  an  active  and 
helpful  interest  in  its  work.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Parmenter  is  a  repub- 
lican and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  so  that  he 
is  able  to  support  his  position  by  intelligent  argument,  but  he  does  not  seek  nor 
hold  public  office.  He  is  a  believer  in  Racine  and  has  worked  earnestly  and 
effectively  to  promote  its  interests  and  uphold  municipal  standards.  His  en- 
tire life  has  been  a  busy,  active  and  useful  one  and  his  inventions  are  now 
furnishing  employment  to  over  ten  thousand  people.     Who,  therefore,  can 
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measure  the  far-reaching  influences  of  his  life  work;  all  must  acknowledge 
that  his  contribution  to  commercial  progress  has  been  a  very  important  one. 
It  was  Mr.  Parmenter  who  invented  one  of  the  first  practical  egg  cases  and 
introduced  the  same  and  this  has  been  a  valuable  asset  in  many  localities. 
Other  results  of  his  inventive  genius,  too,  have  awakened  widespread  atten- 
tion and  indorsement.  In  a  word,  his  has  been  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
world's  work.  Not  alone  along  material  lines,  however,  have  his  efforts  been 
put  forth,  for  he  is  guided  in  all  that  he  does  by  a  Christian  faith  that"  has 
foimd  expression  in  church  work  and  in  his  active  connection  with  the  Yoimg 
Men's  Christian  Association,  he  having  been  a  charter  member  of  th^ Cleveland 
(Ohio)  Institution. 


JOSEPH  0.  KENNEDY. 

Joseph  0.  Kennedy,  vice  president  of  tHe  Racine  Carriage  Company,  came 
to  his  present  position  after  long  connection  and  broad  experience  with  the 
Sattley  Company,  carriage  manufacturers,  of  this  city.  He  is  now  concentrat- 
ing his  efforts  upon  the  further  development  of  the  trade,  reaching  out  along 
modem  commercial  lines  for  that  success  which  is  the  direct  outcome  of  close 
application,  unfaltering  diligence  and  unremitting  energy.  Mr.  Kennedy  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  Missouri,  June  24,  1877,  a  son  of  W.  H.  and  Virginia 
Kennedy,  who  are  still  occupying  the  farm  upon  which  they  have  lived  for  a 
half  century,  near  St.  Clair,  Missouri. 

Joseph  0.  Kennedy  obtained  a  public  school  education  and  afterward  pur- 
sued a  normal  course  and  in  early  manhood  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching, 
which  he  followed  successfully  for  seven  years,  but  in  1898  entered  commercial 
circles  at  Moline,  Illinois,  where  he  accepted  the  position  of  shipping  clerk  with 
the  Moline  Plow  Company.  He  had  been  reared  to  agricultural  life  and  thus 
brought  practical  knowledge  to  the  business  so  far  as  understanding  of  the 
practical  value  of  the  product  of  the  house  was  concerned.  This  led  to  his 
promotion  to  the  position  of  field  expert  and  subsequently  he  was  sent  to  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  as  territorial  manager  for  the  district  comprising  south- 
eastern Wisconsin  and  northeastern  Illinois,  remaining  there  from  1900  until' 
1903.  He  was  next  sent  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  as  territorial  manager  for  the  cen- 
tral part  of  that  state  and  after  a  brief  period  there  passed  came  to  Racine  in 
the  fall  of  1904  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  traveling  salesman  with  the  Sattley 
Company,  with  which  he  continued  until  1915,  when  the  Racine  Carriage  Com- 
pany was  organized,  taking  over  the  business  of  the  Sattley  Company  and  the 
Richardson-Kennedy  Company.  Into  the  new  field  came  men  of  long  experi- 
ence, thoroughly  equipped  for  important  work  of  this  character.  Mr.  Kennedy 
was  chosen  vice  president  of  the  company  and  Mr.  Richardson  as  president. 
Their  united  efforts  are  manifest  in  tangible  results,  for  their  business  has  grad- 
ually grown  and  developed  and  is  today  one  of  the  large  industrial  enterprises 
of  Racine.  The  work  is  splendidly  systematized,  so  that  maximum  results  are 
secured  at  a  minimum  expenditure  of  time,  labor  and  material. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1903,  Mr.  Kennedy  was  united  in  marriage  to 
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Miss  Louise  Armstrong  Wilson,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  B.  and  Caroline  Wilson.  They  now  have  four  children,  namely: 
Marion,  Robert  Franklin  and  Gordon.  Fraternally  Mr.  Kennedy  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Masons,  belonging  to  Belle  City  Lodge,  No.  92,  A.  P.  &  A.  M. ; 
Orient  Chapter>No.  12,  R.  A.  M. ;  Racine  Commandery,  K.  T.,  and  the  Eastern 
Star.  He  also  has  membership  with  the  Elks  and  the  United  Commercial  Trav- 
elers, of  which  he  is  a  past  councilor.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
republican  party  and  he  attends  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  is 
^eatly  interested  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  present  time  is  president  of 
the  Parent/Teachers*  Association  of  the  Stephen  Bull  School,  where  his  chil- 
dren attend.  His  interests  are  broad  and  his  activities  have  been  so  directed 
that  he  has  not  only  promoted  his  individual  interests  but  has  contributed  to 
public  progress  and  improvement  by  throwing  the  weight  of  his  influence  to 
those  causes  which  work  for  public  benefit  and  to  which  he  has  also  given 
earnest,  active  support. 


RACINE  HOSIERY  COMPANY. 

Racine  is  constantly  drawing  to  it  new  industrial  and  commercial  enter- 
prises. Its  development  along  manufacturing  lines  within  the  past  few  years 
has  been  notably  rapid  and  among  the  concerns  which  have  been  started  in 
the  city  in  less  than  a  half  decade  is  that  operating  under  the  namel  of  the 
Racine  Hosiery  Company,  with  W.  R.  Anderson  as  president,  A.  R.  Anderson 
as  manager  and  treasurer  and  J.  H.  Brinsley,  secretary.  The  success  of  this 
undertaking  was  insured  from  the  beginning,  for  its  officers  are  men  of  long 
and  broad  practical  experience  in  connection  with  every  phase  of  the  knitting 
business.  W.  R,  Anderson  has  had  forty  years*  experience  as  a  dyer  and  is 
now  the  highest  salaried  man  in  that  line  of  work  in  the  country,  having  charge 
of  the  finishing  and  dyeing  department  of  the  Chicago*-Kenosha  Hosiery  Com- 
pany. His  son,  A.  R.  Anderson,  brought  to  his  present  duties  the  lessons 
learned  from  twenty  years'  training  in  all  departments  of  the  mill,  including 
the  office  work,  and,  moreover,  he  based  his  advance  in  business  upon  a  thor- 
ough technical  training  in  chemistry  received  in  the  Northwestern  University. 
The  secretary  of  the  company  has  had  fifteen  years*  experience  in  the  knitting 
end  of  the  business,  and  thus  the  combined  ability  of  the  officers  is  adequate  to 
every  phase  of  the  business  and  every  situation  that  may  arise. 

The  plant  is  located  at  Fifteenth  and  Clark  streets  and  has  eight  thousand 
square  feet  of  floor  space.  Its  machinery  was  set  in  operation  on  the  3rd  of 
September,  1912,  the  company  having  a  paid-up  capital  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  The  capacity  of  the  plant  was  forty-two  thousand  pairs  of  stockings 
annually,  the  output  of  three  knitting  machines  and  three  operatives,  and  from 
that  beginning  the  business  has  increased  until  the  machines  now  number  twen- 
ty-nine, with  a  production  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pairs  of 
stockings  annually,  while  thirty-five  employes  are  on  the  pay  rolls  of  the  com- 
pany. The  production  of  this  mill  consists  of  pure  thread  silk  and  artificial  silk 
and  the  product  is  finding  a  ready  market  from  coast  to  coast.  All  of  the  hosiery 
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is  made  with  the  latest  and  most  up-to-date  improvements  known  to  the  trade  of 
knitting,  such  as  French  welt  top,  reinforced  transfer,  expanded  heel,  narrowed 
ankle,  double  sole  and  advanced  toe.  The  incorporation  of  these  features  al- 
lows the  manufacturers  to  give  the  broad  guarantee  which  is  sent  out  with 
every  pair  of  stockings — satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded.  The 
methods  of  manufacture  and  the  business  policy  of  the  house  insure  a  contin- 
uance and  promise  a  development  of  the  trade,  and  Racine  has  reason  to  con- 
gratulate herself  upon  this  accession  to  her  manufacturing  circles. 


ALEXANDER  R.  ANDERSON. 

Alexander  R.  Anderson,  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Hosiery  Com- 
pany, has  back  "of  him  twenty  years'  experience  in  all  departments  of  the  miU 
and  is  therefore  most  competent  to  control  the  enlarging  and  developing  inter- 
ests of  this  concern.  The  work  is  thoroughly  systematized  and  everything 
done  in  a  most  methodical  manner,  so  that  there  is  no  useless  expenditure  of 
time,  labor  nor  material.  It  is  a.  well  recognized  fact  that  this  economy  of 
forces  is  the  basis  of  all  modem  business  success. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  born  in  Lewiston,  Maine,  April  16,  1878,  a  son  of  Walter 
R.  and  Margaret  (Murray)  Anderson,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Scotland, 
and  on  leaving  the  land  of  hills  and  heather  came  to  the  United  States  in  the 
spring  of  1867.  The  father  has  always  been  engaged  in  the  knitting  business 
save  for  a  period  of  five  years,  which  he  spent  in  the  manufacture  of  blankets. 
In  1894  he  became  a  resident  of  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  and  has  been  with  the 
Chicago-Kenosha  Hpsiery  Company  for  the  past  twenty-two  years,  occupying 
a  position  of  large  responsibility,  in  charge  of  the  finishing  and  dyeing  depart- 
ment. Through  the  steps  of  an  orderly  progression  he  has  worked  his  way  up 
in  business  circles  and  is  now  a  leading  figure  in  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  Kenosha.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  in  the  public  life  of  the  community  he  has  taken  an  active  and  helpful 
part,  serving  as  alderman  of  the  city  and  exerting  considerable  influence  over 
public  aflfairs. 

Alexander  R.  Anderson  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  at  the  time  of  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Kenosha  and  his  education,  begun  in  the  schools  of 
the  east,  was  continued  in  that  city.  After  pursuing  a  course  in  the  high 
school  he  spent  two  years  in  the  Northwestern  University  at  Evanston,  Illinois, 
devoting  his  attention  to  chemistry.  His  attention  was  naturally  directed  into 
the  field  in  which  his  father  had  been  so  long  active  and  he  resolved  to  qualify 
for  important  work  of  that  character  by  thorough  scientific  training.  He  be- 
came connected  with  the  Chicago-Kenosha  Hosiery  Company,  with  which  he 
continued  until  1905,  working  his  way  upward  through  all  departments  in  the 
mill  save  the  knitting  department.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Mankato,  Min- 
nesota, where  for  five  years  he  was  in  charge  of  the  dyeing  and  finishing  d^ 
partment  of  the  Mankato  Mills  Company.  In  1910  he  came  to  Racine  and  since 
the  organization  of  the  Racine  Hosiery  Company,  which  began  operations  on 
the  3rd  of  September,  1912,  he  has  been  the  manager  and  treasurer  of  the 
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company.  Prom  the  beginning  the  new  enterprise  has  prospered.  It  adopted 
as  its  policy  that  of  giving  full  value  and  the  product  of  the  mills  has  found  a 
ready  sale,  owing  to  the  wise  management  and  careful  direction  of  its  officers 
and  owners,  Mr.  Anderson's  father  being  president  of  the  company,  with  forty 
years'  experience  back  of  him  to  contribute  to  its  success. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1906,  Mr.  Anderson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elsie  Margaret  Puller,  of  Kenosha,  her  father  being  William  W.  Puller,  who 
is  deceased.  They  now  have  three  children,  Elsie  Margaret,  Walter  Willard 
and  Edith  Elizabeth.  Praternally  Mr.  Anderson  is  identified  with  the  Masons, 
while  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  has  com- 
paratively little  time  for  outside  interests,  yet  he  is  never  neglectful  of  his 
duties  of  citizenship  nor  of  his  obligations  in  other  connections  and  is  appre- 
ciative of  the  social  amenities  of  life.  He  has  won  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends  in  Racine,  as  he  did  in  Kenosha  and  in  the  other  localities  where  he  has 
lived,  and  while  all  appreciate  his  geniality  and  unfeigned  cordiality,  business 
men  also  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  the  highest  regard  because  of  his  straight- 
forward methods,  which  conform  in  the  highest  degree  to  modem  ethical,  com- 
mercial standards. 


NELS  K.  JENSEN. 


Nels  K.  Jensen,  farmer  and  dairyman,  makes  his  home  on  section  11,  Nor- 
way township,  where  he  has  a  well  improved  property,  everything  about  the 
place  indicating  his  progressive  spirit,  which  is  fraught  with  substantial  re- 
sults as  manifest  in  excellent  crops  and  in  the  fine  appearance  of  his  place. 
Mr.  Jensen  was  born  in  Denmark,  January  3, 1854,  a  son  of  Jans  P.  Larsen  and 
Christina  Petersen,  who  were  also  natives  of  Denmark,  the  former  bom  in 
1809  and  the  latter  in  1812.  They  were  married  in  that  country  and  spent  their 
entire  lives  there,  the  father  successfully  carrying  on  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. He  died  in  the  year  1884,  having  long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  in  1868.  They  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  six  are  living,  of 
which  number  Nels  K.  is  the  youngest.  The  others  are :  Carl  C,  a  resident  of 
Racine ;  Peter  S.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Racine ;  Dorothy, 
the  wife  of  J.  Nelson,  of  Denmark ;  Stina,  the  wife  of  E.  Poison,  of  Denmark, 
and  Bolette,  who  is  the  widow  of  B.  Knutsen,  and  is  engaged  in  dressmaking 
in  Evanston,  Illinois.  The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  to  which  the  parents  belonged. 

Nels  K.  Jensen  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country* 
and  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-eight  years  when,  in  1882,  he  came  to  Racine. 
For  three  years  thereafter  he  was  employed  in  wagon  works  of  the  city,  but 
on  the  expiration  of  that  period  turned  his  attention  to  the  occupation  to 
which  he  had  been  reared  and  for  a  few  years  cultivated  a  rented  farm.  In 
1906  he  purchased  his  present  property — a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  fine  land  situated  on  section  11,  Norway  township.  The  methods 
which  he  employs  in  developing  and  caring  for  his  property  are  most  practical 
and  are  attended  with  excellent  results.    In  connection  with  general  farming 
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he  does  considerable  dairying  and  for  this  purpose  keeps  full  blooded  Holstein 
cows.  Upon  his  place  are  substantial  and  commodious  buildings,  furnishing 
ample  shelter  to  grain  and  stock,  and  he  has  recently  erected  a  silo  himself. 

In  1883  Mr.  Jensen  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Jensen,  who  was  bom  in 
Denmark,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children  who  are  yet 
living :  Jennie,  at  home ;  Louie,  who  is  employed  in  a  factory  in  Racine ;  Wal- 
ter, who  is  working  upon  the  farm ;  and  Willie,  Robert,  Roy  and  Emma,  all  yet 
under  the  parental  roof. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jensen  is  an  independent  republican,  usually  voting  for  the 
candidates  of  the  party,  yet  not  regarding  himself  as  bound  by  party  ties.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  their  in- 
fluence is  always  on  the  side  of  those  forces  which  work  for  righteousness  and 
truth.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determination  to  come  to  the 
new  world,  for  here  he  has  found  the  business  opportunities  which  he  sought 
and  by  reason  of  his  indefatigable  effort  and  persistent  energy  he  has  gained 
a  place  among  the  substantial  and  well-to-do  residents  of  Norway  township. 


P.  J.  POPE,  M.  D. 


Dr.  F.  J.  Pope,  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical  College  of  the  class  of  1875, 
has  continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Racine  for  forty 
years  and  has  long  occupied  a  prominent  position  as  one  of  the  leading  sur- 
geons of  the  city.  He  was  bom  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  November  2, 
1852,  and  is  a  son  of  C.  A.  and  Emily  (Hagan)  Pope,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Germany.  The  father  went  to  Germany  to 
attend  school  in  Bavaria,  becoming  a  student  in  a  theological  college  there, 
and  while  in  that  country  he  met  and  married  Miss  Hagan.  He  became  a  mis- 
sionary of  the  church  and  afterward  went  to  Quincy,  Illinois,  where  he 
accepted  a  pastoral  charge.  Subsequently  he  was  at  Warsaw,  Illinois,  for  six 
years,  at  Bethlehem,  Efl&ngham  county,  for  three  years,  and  at  Oshkosh,  Wis- 
consin, for  a  short  time.  Later  he  engaged  in  preaching  in  the  Lutheran 
church  in  Kenosha  and  afterward  in  Wrightstown,  Wisconsin,  where  he  passed 
away  in  1907.  He  had  devoted  his  entire  life  to^  moral  teaching  and  his  hbors 
resulted  largely  in  the  uplift  of  those  who  came  under  his  guidance  and  in- 
fluence. His  wife  survived  him  until  1910  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin. 

F.  J.  Pope  largely  spent  his  boyhood  in  Quincy  and  Warsaw,  Illinois, 
where  he  pursued  his  public  school  course.  He  studied  the  drug  business  at 
Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  and  there  remained  for  three  years,  after  which  he  de- 
termined to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life  work  and  began  reading 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  J.  Copp  Noyes  of  Oshkosh,  who  remained  his  pre- 
ceptor for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  entered  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Chicago  and  completed  his  course  with  the  class  of  1875.  For  a  year 
thereafter  he  practiced  in  that  city  and  then  came  to  Racine,  where  he  has 
since  remained,  his  ability  bringing  him  to  the  front  among  the  medical  prac- 
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titioners  of  this  city,  where  for  forty  years  he  has  been  honored  as  an  able 
and  conscientious  representative  of  the  profession. 

In  1877  Dr.  Pope  was  married  to  Miss  Eugenie  Wolfhiigel.  They  have 
nine  children:  Edgar,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  office  of  the  Case  Threshing 
Machine  Company  at  Columbus,  Ohio;  F.  W.,  who  has  become  a  physician 
and  is  associated  with  his  father  in  practice ;  Rosa,  at  home ;  Louis,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  State  University  of  Wisconsin  and  is  now  a  civil  engineer, 
practicing  his  profession  in  Madison ;  Eleanore,  the  wife  of  G.  M.  Goepfert,  of 
Racine ;  Charles,  a  student  of  agriculture,  and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

Dr.  Pope  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  of  Racine  and  his 
family  are  identified  with  the  First  Congregational  church.  In  politics  he 
is  a  democrat  and  has  served  on  the  United  States  pension  board  under  Presi- 
dents Cleveland  and  Wilson.  He  has  likewise  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  champion.  Along 
strictly  professional  lines  he  has  connection  .with  the  City  Medical  Society, 
the  Racine  County  and  Wisconsin  St^te  Medical  Associations  and  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  and  he  keeps  thoroughly  informed  concerning  all 
the  scientific  investigations  and  advances  made  by  the  profession  in  their 
efforts  to  find  the  key  to  the  complex  mystery  which  we  call  life.  Few,  if. 
any,  of  Racine's  physicians  have  so  long  been  actively  engaged  in  practice 
here  as  Dr.  Pope,  and  he  is  greatly  beloved  in  many  a  household  to  which  he 
ha&  been  called  for  professional  service. 


A.  C.  MEHDBR. 


A.  C.  Mehder,  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Mehder  Dry  Goods 
Company,  occupies  a  prominent  position  among  the  alert,  enterprising  and 
progressive  merchants  of  Racine  and  his  life  history  is  indicative  of  the  oppor- 
tunities that  are  offered  in  the  new  world  to  the  young  man  of  foreign  birth 
who,  prompted  by  ambition  and  guided  by  sound  judgment,  puts  forth  earnest 
effort  to  win  prosperity.  Mr.  Mehder  was  born  in  Denmark,  October  20,  1870, 
a  son  of  L.  T.  H.  and  Caroline  Mehder,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Denmark, 
where  the  father  conducted  business  as  a  merchant  tailor. 

Through  the  period  of  his  minority  A.  C.  Mehder  remained  in  his  native 
land,  but  in  1892  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  established  his  home  at  Oshkosh. 
Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  In  1893  he  arrived  in  Racine  and 
has  since  been  actively  connected  with  the  dry  goods  business  in  this  city.  For 
ten  years  he  was  associated  with  the  Schroeder  Dry  Goods  Company,  in  which 
connection  he  worked  his  way  upward  until  during  the  last  four  years  he  occu- 
pied the  responsible  position  of  manager.  At  the  end  of  that  decade  he  em- 
barked in  business  on  his  own  account,  becoming  a  partner  in  the  Nelson- 
Mehder  Dry  Goods  Company,  but  later  he  disposed  of  his  interest  and  started 
in  business  alone,  organizing  the  Mehder  Dry  Goods  Company  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1909.  It  was  formed  with  L.  F.  Mehder  as  the  president  and  A.  C. 
Mehder  as  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager.  The  business  was  established 
at  No.  1412  Washington  avenue  and  in  1913  a  removal  was  made  to  1408  and 
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1410  Washington  avenue  where  he  occupies  a  building  thirty-eight  by  ninety 
feet,  carrying  a  general  line  of  dry  goods  and  having  the  largest  store  in  his 
part  of  the  city.  His  stock  is  attractive,  thoroughly  modem  and  up-to-date 
and  his  business  methods  are  such  as  win  patronage  and  support.  He  has  al- 
ways recognized  the  fact  that  satisfiesd  customers  are  the  best  advertisement 
and  has  made  every  effort  to  please.  He  demands  courteous  treatment  from 
his  employes  to  his  patrons  and  maintains  the  policy  of  one  price  to  all,  seeking 
only  to  realize  a  legitimate  profit  on  his  investment. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1898,  Mr.  Mehder  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Maggie  L.  Lamp,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Jorgen  and  Hannah  Lamp.  They 
now  have  two  children,  Alice  and  Clyde.  Fraternally  Mr.  Mehder  is  identified 
with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  has  various  other  member- 
ship associations,  being  identified  with  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  City 
Club,  also  the  Junction  Advancement  Association,  and  in  these  connections  he 
is  active  in  efforts  to  upbuild  and  improve  the  city  along  many  lines.  In 
politics  he  is  a  republican.  That  he  gives  thought  yet  to  his  native  land 
through  maintaining  association  with  the  native  sons  of  Denmark  is  indicated 
in  his  membership  in  the  Dania  Society.  That  the  spirit  of  humanitarianism  is 
strong  within  him  is  shown  in  the  fact  of  his  active  service  as  a  director  of  the 
Central  Association,  which  is  the  Associated  Charities  organization  of  Racine. 
He  is  ever  willing  to  extend  a  helping  hand  where  aid  is  needed  and  to  speak  a 
word  of  encouragement  where  disheartenment  has  blocked  individual  progress. 


JAMES  CAPE. 


James  Cape,  occupying  a  prominent  position  in  municipal  organization  as 
chief  of  the  Racine  fire  department,  was  called  to  his  office  on  the  1st  of  June, 
1900,  and  his  splendid  qualifications  for  the  position  are  seen  in  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  for  forty  years  in  fire  department  service.  He  was  bom  in  New 
York  city.  January  3,  1855,  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Jones)  Cape,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Bristol,  England,  whence  they  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1853.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  for  about  two  years 
was  employed  in  that  way  in  New  York  city,  after  which  he  sought  the  oppor- 
tunities of  the  developing  middle  west,  arriving  in  Racine  in  1857,  after  which 
he  followed  his  trade  here  for  a  time.  Still  later  he  engaged  in  the  contract- 
ing business,  organizing  the  firm  of  Cape  &  Sons,  but  both  he  and  his  wife  have 
now  passed  away. 

James  Cape,  after  attending  the  public  schools  of  Racine,  first  started  in 
the  Miller  shoe  factory,  where  he  remained  for  twenty-five  years.  During 
that  period  he  was  a  member  of  the  call  fire  department  and  served  as  truck- 
man on  the  Racine  team,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1882,  he  was  advanced  to  the  po- 
sition of  captain  of  hook  and  ladder  company  No.  1  and  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1894,  was  made  assistant  chief,  in  which  position  he  continued  for  six  years  or 
until  the  1st  of  June,  1900,  at  which  time  he  was  chosen  chief  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, and  resigned  his  position  in  the  shoe  factory.  He  has  thus  been  con- 
nected with  the  service  for  forty  years  and  during  that  period  marked  changes 
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have  been  made.  When  he  was  called  to  the  position  of  chief,  sixteen  years 
ago,  there  were  only  sixteen  men  in  the  service,  and  today  there  are  forty- 
three.  Formerly  eight  teams  were  in  use  and  now  only  two,  for  nearly  the 
entire  department  uses  motors.  The  new  central  station  has  been  built  and 
three  new  engine  houses  during  the  administration  of  Chief  Cape.  His  record 
is  one  of  notable  efficiency.  It  is  to  his  credit  that  he  has  taken  three  hose 
wagons,  the  chief's  car  and  a  hook  and  ladder  truck,  put  out  a  fire  a  mile  dis- 
tant and  returned  in  twelve  minutes !  Mr.  Cape  installed  a  system  to  inspect 
all  factories,  schools,  churches  and  theatres,  all  stores  and  business  places 
every  three  months,  employing  eight  men  to  do  that  work,  and  since  the  sys- 
tem has  been  inaugurated  there  has  been  a  big  reduction  in  the  number  of 
fires.  He  believes  at  all  times  in  prevention  and  preparedness  and  has  so  di- 
rected, guided  and  manipulated  the  work  of  the  fire  department  as  not  only  to 
greatly  reduce  losses  but  also  to  greatly  reduce  the  possibility  of  fire.  Ho  has 
attended  nearly  all  of  the  Fire  Chiefs  conventions,  thereby  keeping  in  touch 
with  the  most  advanced,  modern  equipment  and  latest  improvements  in  fire 
service.    Today  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  fire  alarms  come  in  by  telephone. 

On  the  22nd  of  June,  1882,  Mr.  Cape  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane 
Eagan,  of  Waukesha,  Wisconsin,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  as  follows: 
Henry,  who  is  deceased ;  James,  who  is  in  the  service  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Thresh- 
ing Machine  Company ;  Bessie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Paul  Cook,  of  Racine,  and 
has  two  daughters,  Romaine  and  Frances,  and  a  son,.  Eugene;  Carrie; 
Winifred,  who  married  Ervin  Dunham,  of  Racine,  and  has  one  child,  Charles ; 
Lorretta,  who  is  in  a  training  school  for  nurses ;  Marie,  a  teacher  by  profes- 
sion; Lulu,  who  is  attending  the  State  Normal  School  at  Milwaukee,  and  Clar- 
ence and  Charles,  both  of  whom  are  high  school  students.  The  family  attend 
St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Cape  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks.  Politically  he  votes  independently,  considering  the  ca- 
pability of  the  candidate  rather  than  his  party  ties.  He  is  one  of  the  well 
known  citizens  of  Racine  today,  having  for  fifty-nine  years  made  his  home  in 
this  city.  Everywhere  he  is  spoken  of  in  terms  of  high  regard  and  his  fellow 
citizens  feel  a  sense  of  gratitude  toward  him  for  the  efficient  work  he  has  done 
in  his  public  connection.  His  is  indeed  a  splendid  record.  He  is  always  cool 
and  calm  in  periods  of  excitement,  so  that  he  is  able  to  direct  the  efforts  of  the 
men  to  the  best  possible  advantage,  losing  not  a  moment  of  time  or  making  a 
■^alse  or  inadequate  move. 


ALEXANDER  A.  FISK. 


Alexander  A.  Fisk,  in  charge  of  the  park  system  of  Racine,  is  actuated  in 
all  of  his  work  by  broad  humanitarian  principles.  It  is  not  his  object  merely 
to  develop  a  park  system  in  Racine  that  will  be  a  thing  of  beauty.  He  has  the 
higher  and  broader  purpose  of  making  it  as  well  a  place  of  recreation  to-meet 
the  demands  of  the  public  needs  in  this  regard,  knowing  that  ninety-five  per 
cent  of  the  people  never  have,  in  vacation  periods,  the  opportunity  to  leave 
home.     He  is  closely  and  thoroughly  studying  modern  problems  relative  to 
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the  welfare  of  the  individual  and  his  ideas  are  at  once  practical  and  resultant 
Mr.  Fish  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  bom  February  14,  1877,  his  parents  being 
Sydney  and  Rose  (Aird)  Fisk,  natives  of  Canada,  who,  in  the  year  1877,  came 
to  the  United  States.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  in  early  life,  but  on  remov- 
ing to  Michigan  settled  on  a  farm  in  Tuscola  county,  where  he  still  resides, 
having  long  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  that  locality. 

Alexander  A.  Fisk  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
Caro,  Michigan,  and  in  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1905.  His  entire  life  work  has  been  along  the  line 
in  which  he  is  now  engaged,  his  primary  service  and  activities  being  initial 
steps  toward  this  end.  He  was  first  employed  by  the  D.  M.  Perry  Seed  Com- 
pany in  expert  work  for  a  year  as  a  horticulturist  and  afterward  spent  two 
years  in  that  connection  in  the  employ  of  the  Cuban  government.  Later  he 
was  for  five  years  with  the  West  Chicago  park  system,  in  charge  of  one  of  the 
largest  parks,  and  in  1910  came  to  Racine  to  take  charge  of  the  parks  of  this 
city.  The  official  reports  show  the  splendid  work  that  he  has  done.  He  has 
beautified  the  park  system,  which  is  today  most  attractive  in  its  appearance, 
presenting  broad  spaces  of  green  lawn,  adorned  with  the  art  of  the  landscape 
gardener,  with  beautiful  flowering  shrubs  and  fine  trees,  presenting  attractive 
vistas  and  enchanting  sheltered  retreats,  but  all  this  is,  in  his  mind,  subser- 
vient to  the  higher  purpose  of  making  the  park  a  recreational  center.  He  has 
given  deep  thought  to  human  interest  problems,  the  reasons  for  parks  and 
what  they  can  do  for  the  city,  where  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  people  must 
take  their  vacations  at  home.  He  builds  parks  for  the  people's  use,  building 
with  the  idea  of  utility  and,  basing  his  work  upon  the  truth  that  true  art  never 
conflicts  with  utility,  he  therefore  makes  the  place  useful  as  well  as  orna- 
mental and  he  has  been  consulted  by  many  who  are  making  close  study  of  the 
question  of  converting  the  parks  into  great  public  playgrounds.  He  believes 
that  today  the  greatest  recreation  problem  is  that  of  bringing  to  the  attention 
of  the  park  commissioners  of  the  country  the  necessity  of  developing  their 
park  areas  more  along  recreational  lines  and  in  adopting  this  policy  he  does 
not  have  in  mind  the  elimination  of  the  landscape  features  nor  any  of  the 
beauty  which  has  marked  park  development  in  the  past.  In  a  communication 
to  H.  S.  Braucher,  of  New  York,  secretary  of  the  Playground  &  Recreation 
Association  of  America,  Mr.  Fisk  said:  ''Some  time  during  the  last  ten  or 
fifteen  years.  Public  Parks,  as  an  institution;  have  undergone  a  very  radical 
change  so  far  as  their  functions  are  concerned.  This  is  not  altogether  appre- 
ciated nor  is  it  understood  by  a  lot  of  people  who  are  actively  engaged  in  park 
work.  They  still  maintain  that  the  beautiful  lawn,  which  is  a  beautiful  thinf? 
to  look  upon,  is  quite  the  ideal.  It  very  frequently  happens  that  large  lawns 
can  be  used  for  some  form  of  recreational  activity  without  in  any  sense  mar- 
ring their  beauty.  Park  systems  can  be  so  designed  that  all  of  their  areas  are 
used  for  recreational  purposes  of  some  sort  or  other  and  yet  those  structural 
features  so  prominent  in  the  children's  playground  are  so  hid  from  view  or 
screened  in  such  a  way  that  they  do  not  stand  out  too  prominent  in  the  land- 
scape. All  of  these  features  have  received  from  time  to  time  a  considerable 
amount  of  discussion,  yet  I  feel  that  the  normal  growth  of  public  recreation 
depends  largely  upon  the  uses  to  which  park  areas  are  dedicated.    The  park 
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commissions  of  this  country  have  in  the  past  and  will  continue  to  have  juris- 
diction over  the  large  open  areas,  developed  and  maintained  by  the  munici- 
palities, and  it  is  through  work  and  co-operation  with  these  park  commissions 
that  the  purpose  of  the  recreational  movement  can  be  best  served.  On  many 
occasions  I  have  discussed  this  problem  with  one  of  your  field  secretaries,  Mr. 
L.  H.  Weir.  He  told  me  that  he  very  frequently  finds  park  commissions  a  very 
difficult  body  to  work  with,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  so  many  antiquated 
ideas  concerning  the  proper  uses  of  parks  and  their  relation  to  the  people,  etc. 
I  maintain  that  notwithstanding  this  condition  of  aflfairs,  yet  it  still  remains 
that  the  general  public  is  quite  educated  to  the  idea  of  the  park  commissions 
acquiring  certain  lands  for  public  parks  and  playgrounds.  There  is  more  or 
less  aversion  to  the  creation  of  a  new  commission,  sometimes  called  the  recre- 
ation commission,  working  out  the  recreational  problems  alone.  When  such 
a  commission  is  created,  it  becomes  necessary  for  them  to  acquire  certain 
tracts  of  land  for  playgrounds.  Oftentimes  the  work  of  such  a  commission 
overlaps  the  work  of  another  commission  which  has  been  doing  work  in  the 
same  city.  I  could  without  difficulty  give  you  a  large  number  of  specific  in- 
stances where  playgrounds  have  been  duplicated  within  a  few  blocks  of  one 
another,  leaving  large  areas  in  another  section  of  the  city  unprovided  for. 
There  is  another  problem  which  has  impressed  itself  upon  my  mind  as  I  have 
jBTone  from  one  city  to  another  during  the  last  ten  years.  There  are  only  a  few 
large  cities  in  this  country.  It  is  true  that  they  have  done  marvelous  work  in 
the  recreational  field.  They  have  built  elaborate  playgrounds,  and  the  field 
houses  oftentimes  which  have  been  built  on  the  playgrounds  run  up  into  thou- 
sands of  dollai-s.  All  this  work,  of  course,  has  been  given  wide  publicity. 
Everyone  in  the  country  who  is  engaged  in  this  line  of  work  has  in  a  general 
way  become  more  or  less  familiar  with  the  fine  equipment  that  has  been  sup- 
plied through  the  various  park  commissions  of  these  large  cities.  They  have 
all  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  when  aflforded  to  visit  these  places 
so  that  they  might  get  some  idea  for  their  own  home  city.  While  it  may  fur- 
nish them  an  example  of  what  might  be  done  had  they  the  funds,  yet  I  question 
whether  there  is  a  single  suggestion  that  they  may  get  and  take  home  to  their 
own  city  because  of  its  elaborations.  The  great  bulk  of  playground  work  of 
this  country  must  take  place  within  the  confines  of  a  city  very  much  smaller 
than  the  half  dozen  or  dozen  cities  which  have  been  doing  this  work  on  such 
a  large  scale,  and  the  appropriations  of  these  smaller  cities  is  so  very  small 
that  they  hesitate  about  attempting  these  problems  even  on  a  smaller  scale 
because  they  seem  to  have  the  idea  that  this  splendid  equipment  is  necessary  in 
order  that  they  may  do  the  work  required.  I  think  this  contention  is  proven 
by  the  fact  that  you  will  find  very  few  cities  of  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  thou- 
sand that  have  built  field  houses  where  wiiiter  activities  are  carried  on.  The 
necessity  for  winter  work  is  just  as  great  as  for  summer  work,  even  more  so, 
because  they  seem  to  have  the  ida  that  this  splndid  equipment  is  necessary  in 
the  summer  time.  People  will,  to  a  more  or  less  extent,  get  out  doors  in  the 
summer  time  and  in  some  form  or  other  if  no  other  than  walking  get  outdoor 
exercise.  Then,  too,  in  the  winter  time  we  find  that  it  is  possible  and  much 
easier  to  organize  the  community  for  social  work.  We  built  one  of  these  field 
houses  on  our  Lake  View  playground.    It  was    an  experiment,  and  I  was  at 
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(juite  a  loss  to  know  exactly  how  to  design  such  a  building,  the  cost  of  which 
all  told  did  not  exceed  seventy-five  hundred  dollars.  This  building  has  a  gym- 
nasium forty  by  sixty-five  feet,  twelve  shower  baths,  locker  rooms,  reading 
room,  which  can  be  used  as  a  dining  room,  kitchen  and  comfort  stations  for 
both  men  and  women.  The  place  is  heated  with  steam  and  we  have  a  hot 
water  plant  for  heating  water  for  the  shower  baths.  This  entire  equipment,  to 
be  exact,  cost  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and 
eighty-five  cents.  This  figure  comes  within  the  reach  of  cities  of  approximatel) 
fifty  thousand.  They  could  even  build  two  or  three  of  these  buildings.  So  the 
time  will  come,  with  the  proper  kind  of  a  policy  in  vogue,  when  every  section  of 
the  city  will  be  well  served.  It  would  be  quite  a  lengthy  story,  of  course,  to 
tell  you  the  results  that  we  received  when  this  building  was  opened,  and  the 
dances  and  social  programs  which  were  instituted  during  the  winter  months 
far  surpassed  anything  that  we  had  anticipated.  If  we  could  make  a  list  of 
all  the.  cities  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  large  enough  to  have  quite 
extensive  park  systems,  we  would  find  that  by  far  the  largest  amount  of  money 
and  by  far  the  largest  area  was  comprised  in  cities  ranging  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  thousand  population  and  perhaps  a  little  larger,  leaving  only  a  very 
few  cities  of  major  size  which,  of  course,  can  aflford  these  elaborate  institutions. 
But  the  national  recreational  problems  are  not  going  to  be  solved  in  the  larger 
cities.  Seventy-five  per  cent  of  it  must  take  place  within  the  cities  of  second 
^nd  third  class.  During  the  last  two  or  three  years  I  have  been  making  some 
analyses  concerning  the  ages  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  participate  in  some 
form  of  public  recreation.  Along  with  that  I  have  been  gathering  data  from 
various  cities  concerning  the  predominant  age  of  the  population.  I  think  you 
will  find  on  investigation  that  the  population  of  any  city,  of  those  past  thirty 
years  of  age,  is  not  less  than  sixty  and  sometimes  approaching  seventy  per 
cent  of  the  entire  population.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  everyone  who  has  passed 
the  age  of  thirty  discontinues  what  we  call  strenuous  games,  such  as  baseball, 
football,  basketball,  and  a  great  many  even  discontinue  tennis,  which  is  en- 
tirely unnecessary  if  they  play  with  some  degree  of  regularity.  We  find  that 
when  one  passes  the  age  of  thirty  that  he  ceases  to  take  part  in  any  systematic 
and  regular  form  of  recreation.  This  is  one  of  our  big  problems.  Our  Amer- 
ican people  have  not  as  yet  come  to  a  full  understanding  and  appreciation  of 
the  necessity  of  outdoor  exercise,  and  no  national  habit  has  yet  been  formed, 
such  as  we  find  quite  true  with  the  English  people.  We  are  busy  and  it  is 
commercial  problems  that  take  up  the  most  of  the  American  man's  time.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  have  got  to  provide  those  forms  of  recreation  which  the 
man  or  woman  past  the  age  of  thirty  can  enjoy  with  pleasure  and  without 
detrimental  fatigue.  Such  games  as  golf,  boating  and  canoeing,  bowling  on 
the  green,  and  there  are  a  great  number  of  games  that  are  not  thoroughly 
understood  which  would  fit  in  very  admirably  in  a  public  recreational  policy 
and  which  would  work  out  the  recreational  problems  for  the  adult  popula- 
tion. It  is  also  true  that  the  adult  population  forms  the  public  opinion,  and  it 
is  safe  to  conclude  that  an  adult  population,  which  is  a  'playing*  population, 
actually  taking  part  in  some  form  of  recreation,  will  more  readily  see  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  building  up  public  recreation  institutions  and  will 
foster  and  support  commissions  which  are  trying  to  build  up  these  institutions 
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than  ail  adult  population  only  passively  interested.  I,  therefoce,  feel  that  too 
much  stress  cannot  be  placed  upon  providing  adequate  recreation  for  the  adult 
population."  The  value  of  his  service  in  this  connection  cannot  be  over- 
estimated and  he  is  fast  setting  standards  which  are  attracting  to  his  work 
vv  ide  public  attention,  while  his  methods  are  being  adopted  elsewhere. 

In  1908  Mr.  Fisk  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  Mackay  of  Chicago,  a  daughter 
of  J.  C.  and  Jessie  Mackay,  and  they  now  have  one  child,  Jessie  Louise.  In 
politics  Mr.  Fisk  has  always  maintained  an  independent  course,  casting  his 
ballot  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  as  regards  the  questions  which 
are  before  the  public  for  settlement.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Elks  and  he  belongs  to  the  National  Association  of  Park  Superintendents. 


JAMES  E.  BUSH. 


Success  in  this  age  of  marked  business  activity  and  competition  depends 
upon  wide  knowledge  of  the  line  to  which  one  directs  his  energy,  combined 
with  unfaltering  diligence.  There  is  no  one  more  competent  to  speak  with 
authority  upon  the  question  oi  varnish  in  the  entire  United  States  than  James 
E.  Bush.,  who  has  long  occupied  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  in  that  con- 
nection and  is  now  vice  president  of  the  Chicago  Varnish  Company.  He  is 
among  the  native  sons  of  Racine  county  whose  business  records  reflect  credit 
upon  the  district  which  gave  them  birth.  Mr.  Bush  was  born  at  Ives  Grove, 
March  5,  1850,  a  son  of  John  and  Charlotte  N.  (Ives)  Bush,  the  latter  a  daugh- 
ter of  Roland  Ives,  who  came  to  Racine  county  in  the  period  of  its  pioneer 
development  and  was  the  founder  of  the  town  of  Ives  Grove.  In  the  east 
he  had  engaged  in  business  as  a  manufacturer  of  whips  and  after  removing 
to  the  west  became  identified  with  agricultural  interests  and  was  classed  with 
the  capitalists  of  this  section.  John  Bush  was  bom  at  Westfield,  Massachu- 
setts, ai;id  came  to  this  county  in  the  early  *40s,  bringing  with  him  the  first  fine 
horses  owned  in  this  locality.  He  had  racing  stock  and  he  raised  Bellfounder. 
one  of  the  first  high  bred  trotting  horses  in  the  west,  and  he  was  also  owner  of 
Angeline.  He  became  well  known  all  over  the  United  States  as  a  breeder  of 
fine  horses,  his  stables  being  particularly  noteworthy.  His  political  allegiance 
was  given  to  the  democratic  party.  In  1855  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
California,  but  in  1860  returned  to  this  county,  where  he  continued  his  resi- 
dence until  his  death,  which  occurred  about  1880.  His  widow  long  survived 
him,  dying  in  1903  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

James  E.  Bush  supplemented  his  public  school  training  by  a  course  in  the 
Commercial  College  of  Racine,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  started  to 
earn  his  living  as  a  sailor  on  the  lakes,  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  mate 
and  was  offered  the  command  of  a  vessel,  but  decided  to  abandon  marine  life, 
and  took  up  the  work  of  a  traveling  salesman.  He  also  became  interested  in 
the  Bee-Bee  Cart  Company  of  Racine  and  likewise  engaged  in  th6  manufacture 
of  bicycles.  At  a  subsequent  date  this  business  was  merged  into  the  Mitchell 
Motor  Car  Company. 

Mr.  Bush's  experience  as  a  traveling  salesman  has  been  broad  and  has 
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brought  him  to  a  foremost  position  as  a  representative  of  the  varnish  trade  in 
the  country.  In  1889  he  began  traveling  for  the  Chicago  Varnish  Company, 
which  he  has  since  represented,  and  as  the  years  have  passed  he  has  acquired 
stock  in  the  organization  and  in  1911  was  elected  its  vice  president.  He  has 
sold  more  varnish  than  any  two  men  in  the  United  States,  his  sales  having 
averaged  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  year.  Such  a  record 
is  one  of  which  he  has  every  reason  to  be  proud,  for  it  is  indeed  something 
worthy  of  pride  when  one  has  reached  the  topmost  position  in  any  line  of  trade 
or  useful  activity.  He  is  also  interested  in  orange  and  grapefruit  groves  in 
Florida  and  his  business  investments  have  been  wisely  and  judiciously  made, 
bringing  him  substantial  return. 

Mr.  Bush  has  been  married  twice,  his  first  wife  bearing  the  maiden  name 
of  Anna  Belle  Addis,  of  Massachusetts,  and  passing  away  in  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin. For  his  second  wife  he  chose  Emma  (Stevens)  Hathaway,  of  Con- 
necticut. By  the  first  marriage  there  were  three  children :  Walter  J.,  a  broker, 
who  in  recent  years  has  resided  in  Florida  on  account  of  his  health;  iamea 
Irving,  who  studied  mechanical  engineering  at  the  Wisconsin  State  University, 
is  on  the  board  of  the  Second  Ward  Savings  Bank  of  Milwaukee  and  is  now 
manager  of  the  Branch  office  in  Chicago,  of  the  Guarantee  Trust  Company  of 
New  York  city ;  and  Charlotte  Eleanor,  at  home.  The  second  son  made  a  won- 
derful record  in  athletics  during  his  college  days,  establishing  records  in  many 
athletic  sports  and  becoming  famous  as  an  all-round  athlete.  The  daughter 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Penn  Hall  College  of  Pennsylvania  and  has  advanced  far 
in  musical  studies.  The  family  attend  the  Baptist  church  and  in  social  circles 
of  the  city  occupy  a  very  prominent  and  enviable  position. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Bush  is  identified  with  the  Masons,  having  attained  the 
thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite  and  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge, 
chapter,  commandery  and  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  likewise  a  charter  member  of 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  a  life  member  of  the  Knighte  of 
Pythias.  In  organizations  of  a  more  strictly  social  nature  he  is  identified  with 
the  Country  Club  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Illinois  Athletic  Club  of  Chicago. 
He  is  widely  known  in  the  metropolis  as  w^ell  as  in  the  city  and  his  residence 
through  his  business  and  social  connections,  and  nature  has  well  qualified  him 
for  leadership  for,  mentally  alert,  he  has  developed  his  powers  and  adds  to  his 
ability  geniality,  unfeigned  cordiality  and  ready  appreciation  for  the  rights, 
privileges  and  the  excellent  qualities  of  others. 


BERNARD  BREHM. 


Bernard  Brehm  was  closely  identified  with  the  business  interests  and  civic 
progress  of  the  city  of  Burlington  for  a  period  of  nearly  sixty  years.  He  was 
born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1844,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Agnes  Brehm,  also 
natives  of  Baden,  and  with  his  parents,  brother  and  sister,  came  to  America 
in  1854,  reaching  Burlington  by  ox  team  from  Racine.  The  father,  Prank 
Brehm,  was  a  weaver  and  musician  and  engaged  in  various  occupations  until 
his  death  in  1889,  having  survived  his  wdfe  for  five  years. 
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Bernard  Brehm  received  but  a  limited  education,  but  being  possessed  of 
a  shrewd  mind  and  a  sterling  integrity  he  early  acquired  a  business  education, 
in  the  school  of  experience,  which  enabled  him  to  build  up  a  prosperous  business 
and  to  acquire  a  comfortable  share  of  this  world's  goods.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  but,  ill  health  forcing  him  to  seek  other  employ- 
ment, in  the  year  1868  he  purchased  a  team  and  engaged  in  the  draying  busi- 
ness. From  this  small  beginning  he  developed  the  large  and  successful  business 
to  which  he  later  admitted  his  sons,  W.  F.,  Albert  M.  and  Joseph  B.  The  great 
secrets  of  his  business  success  were  * '  energy ' '  and  *  *  efficienjcy. ' '  No  job  was  too 
small  or  too  large  for  him  to  undertake,  and  the  smallest  order  received  the  same 
prompt  and  careful  consideration  accorded  to  the  largest.  During  the  more 
than  forty  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  draying  business  many  com- 
petitors entered  his  field,  but  could  not  win  away  his  business,  and  he  of  them 
all  remained  permanently  established.  He  was  quick  to  grasp  a  business  op- 
portunity or  to  encourage  a  worthy  home  enterprise.  His  drayage  business 
was  from  time  to  time  enlarged  to  include  the  dealing  in  coal,  salt,  oil  and 
other  commodities,  and  the  buying  and  selling  of  draft  horses.  Upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Burlington  Blanket  Company  in  1891  he  gave  his  financial 
support  to  the  new  enterprise  and  remained  a  director  and  vice  president  of 
the  company  to  the  time  of  his  death,  seeing  it  grow  to  be  the  largest  enterprise 
of  its  kind  in  the  United  States.  He  was  also  a  large  stockholder  in  the 
Security  Lightning  Rod  Company  and  the  Burlington  Advancement  Associa- 
tion. 

In  January,  1868,  Mr.  Brehm  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margreta 
(rriebel,  who  was  bom  in  Germany.  Twelve  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
of  whom  nine  survive,  namely :  Anna  M.,  now  Mrs.  A.  Zwiebel,  Jr. ;  William  F. ; 
Albert  M. ;  Emma  M. ;  Joseph  B. ;  Frank  N. ;  Theresa,  now  Mrs.  Edward  N.  Fur- 
man  ;  Laura  D.,  and  Louis  H.  In  his  wife  Mr.  Brehm  found  a  true  helpmeet  who 
made  his  home  life  happy  and  care  free,  and  to  her  he  gladly  attributed  a 
large  measure  of  his  success. 

After  nearly  sixty  years  of  active  life  in  the  city  of  Burlington  Bernard 
Brehm  passed  away  on  the  18th  of  June,  1912.  He  will  long  be  remembered 
by  those  who  knew  him,  because  of  his  reliability  in  business,  his  enterprise  in 
citizenship  and  his  fidelity  in  friendship,  and  his  impress  on  the  business  life 
of  the  community  will  long  remain  through  the  enterprises  he  developed  and 
fostered. 


WILLLOf  FRANK  BREHM. 

William  Frank  Brehm,  president  of  the  Brehm  Brothers  Company  at  Bur- 
lington, was  bom  August  21,  1870,  in  the  city  iii  which  he  still  resides,  a  son  of 
Bernard  Brehm,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Spending  his  boyhood 
days  in  Burlington,  William  F.  Brehm  attended  the  parochial  and  public 
schools  and  when  a  lad  joined  his  father  in  the  draying  business,  working  in 
the  summer  seasons  and  attending  school  in  the  winter.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  made  his  first  trip  to  buy  horses  and  the  first  pair  which  he  purchased 
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were  prize  winners  at  the  Walworth  county  fair  the  previous  year.  The  trip 
was  a  successful  one  and  gained  the  confidence  of  the  father  in  the  son's  busi- 
ness judgment  and  ability.  After  this  trip  he  was  given  a  free  hand  and  he 
has  continued  buying  since  that  time,  remaining  always  the  buyer  for  the 
firm,  his  investments  representing  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  dollars 
annually  for  draft  horses.  His  ability  in  judging  draft  horses  is  widely  acknowl- 
edged and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  act  as  judge  in  a  number  of  public  horse 
shows.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  in  his 
father's  business  under  the  firm  style  of  B.  Brehm  &  Son  and  later  they  were 
joined  by  his  brothers,  Albert  M.  and  Joseph  B. 

William  P.  Brehm  held  the  record  for  the  highest  priced  team  sold  during 
the  six  weeks  of  the  big  horse  sale  in  Chicago  in  1910.  He  is  vice  president  of 
the  Burlington  Blanket  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  a  director  for  many 
years,  and  he  is  also  vice  president  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Security 
Lightning  Rod  Company.  He  has  interests  outside  of  Burlington,  but  he 
neglects  no  opportunity  to  advance  the  welfare,  upbuilding  and  prosperity  of 
the  city. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1896,  Mr.  Brehm  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  John- 
son, of  Burlington,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Johnson,  and  their  children  are : 
George,  who  was  educated  in  the  Burlington  schools  and  is  now  a  carpenter; 
Frederick,  a  high  school  student,  and  Florence  and  Helen,  also  in  school. 

Mr.  Brehm  served  as  a  trustee  of  the  village  before  its  incorporation  and 
he  has  always  been  interested  in  its  progress  and  improvement,  giving  active 
aid  and  support  to  all  measures  which  he  deems  of  public  worth  and  benefit. 
He  represents  one  of  the  old  and  valued  families  here  and  is  accounted  one  of 
the  representative  business  men  and  citizens  of  his  city. 


ALBERT  M.  BREHM. 


Albert  M.  Brehm,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Brehm  Brothers  Company, 
was  born  in  Burlington  in  1874  and  secured  his  education  in  the  parochial 
schools,  in  the  Burlington  high  school  and  in  the  Valparaiso  (Ind.)  Business 
College.  He  assisted  his  father  in  business  until  1893  and  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  in  which  he  continued  for  over  six  years, 
when  failing  health  obliged  him  to  make  a  change.  In  1899  he  again  became 
associated  with  his  father  in  business  under  the  firm  style  of  B.  Brehm  &  Sons 
and  took  charge  of  the  National  Express  business,  the  firm  being  agents  for 
that  corporation.  He  then  continued  in  outside  work  until  his  father's  health 
failed,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  inside  work  and  as  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
company  has  since  been  active  in  directing  the  policy  and  activities  of  the 
business. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1903,  Albert  M.  Brehm  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Lehrman,  of  Silver  Lake,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  H.  Lehrman,  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Kenosha  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brehm  have  four  children,  Harold,  Lawrence,  Margaret  and  Eugene. 

In  addition  to  his  other  interests  Mr.  Brehm  is  a  director  of  the  Bank  of 
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Burlington,  with  which  he  has  been  associated  in  one  way  or  another  since 
1893,  being  today  the  oldest  stockholder  and  director  now  connected  with  the 
bank.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Security  Lightning  Rod  Company  and  in 
addition  he  has  interests  outside  of  Burlington.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Catholic  church  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  local  council  of  the  Elnights  of 
Columbus,  in  which  he  has  been  recording  secretary  for  the  past  three  years. 
The  name  of  Brehm  has  long  been  prominently  associated  with  the  business 
activity  and  enterprise  of  Burlington  and  has  ever  been  a  synonym  for  pro- 
gressiveness  and  successful  achievement. 


JOSEPH  B.  BREHM. 


Joseph  B.  Brehm,  vice  president  of  the  Brehm  Brothers  Company,  was 
bom  in  Burlington,  April  9,  1879,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  parochial 
schools.  Throughout  his  business  career  he  has  been  connected  with  the  enter- 
prise which  now  claims  his  attention,  for  when  his  textbooks  were  put  aside 
he  began  assisting  his  father,  and  in  1909,  when  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  style  of  the  Brehm  Brothers  Company,  he  became  one  of  the  stock- 
holders and  after  his  father's  death  he  was  elected  vice  president  and  still  con- 
tinues in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Brehm  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  his  political  alle- 
giance is  given  to  the  democratic  party,  but  he  has  no  desire  for  office  and 
concentrates  his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs  and  personal  interests.  He 
is  one  of  the  well  known  young  business  men  of  Burlington,  highly  esteemed 
by  all. 


BREHM  BROTHERS  COMPANY. 

Brehm  Brothers  Company  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prosperous  business 
concerns  of  Burlington,  doing  a  storage,  draying  and  heavy  teaming  business 
and  also  dealing  in  coal  and  salt.  Another  feature  of  the  business  is  the  sale 
of  heavy  draft  horses  and  the  quality  of  their  horses  is  acknowledged  by  expert 
judges  to  be  the  best  in  southern  Wisconsin.  The  business  was  founded  in 
1868  by  Bernard  Brehm,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  above.  In  1891  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  B.  Brehm  &  Son,  when  the  father  was  joined  in  the 
partnership  by  his  eldest  son,  William  F.  Brehm,  and  in  1899,  when  Albert  M. 
Brehm  was  admitted  to  partnership,  the  firm  style  became  B.  Brehm  &  Sons. 
In  1909  the  business  was  incorporated  with  Bernard  Brehm  as  the  president, 
in  which  connection  he  continued  until  his  death,  when  he  was  succeeded  in 
the  presidency  by  W.  F.  Brehm,  while  Joseph  B.  Brehm  became  vice  president 
and  Albert  M.  Brehm  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  their  draying  business  the 
company  uses  from  fifteen  to  thirty  horses  and  they  are  also  largely  engaged  in 
buying  and  selling  heavy  draft  horses,  doing  business  with  Racine,  Chicago  and 
local  points.  They  have  a  warehouse  forty  by  sixty  feet  and  two  stories  in  height 
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on  the  **Soo'*  Line  and  accessible  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road. Mr.  Brehm  became  connected  with  the  Wilbur  Lumber  Company  early 
in  the  708  in  the  retailing  of  coal,  and  the  Brehm  Brothers  Company  are  the 
pioneer  coal  dealers  of  the  city.  They  also  do  a  large  jobbing  business  as  salt 
merchants.  In  their  teaming  they  are  equipped  to  haul  the  heaviest  machinery, 
monuments,  etc.,  and  in  fact  they  can  handle  anything  in  the  draying  line, 
having  wagons  that  can  carry  ten  tons.  Until  1914  they  represented  the  Stan- 
dard Oil  Company,  having  handled  oil  previous  to  the  introduction  of  Standard 
Oil  products  into  Wisconsin.  During  his  early  connection  with  the  draying 
business  the  father  had  many  competitors  but  he  alone  continued.  His  sons, 
too,  have  been  successful  and  their  business  is  conducted  along  progressive 
lines.  They  maintain  the  most  sanitary  conditions  in  their  stables,  which 
furnish  ample  shelter  for  thirty-five  horses  and  which  are  situated  at  Ihe 
corner  of  State  and  West  streets — a  location  which  they  have  occupied  for 
forty-five  years.  The  present  offices  of  the  company  are  at  Geneva  and  Pine 
streets,  at  which  point  the  business  has  been  conducted  since  April  1,  1900. 


RACINE  TRAVELING  BAG  COMPANY. 

Another  of  the  business  enterprises  which  have  to  do  with  the  attainment 
of  Racine's  present  greatness  and  prosperity  is  the  Racine  Traveling  Bag  Com- 
pany, which  was  established  in  1890  by  Herbert  Van  Bree,  Theodore  Van  Bree 
and  other  stockholders.  The  business  was  at  that  time  incorporated  with 
Theodore  Wadewitz  as  president  and  with  Herbert,  Theodore  and  H.  Van  Bree 
and  Herman  Wadewitz  as  directors.  The  present  officers  of  the  company  are : 
Herbert  Van  Bree,  president ;  Mrs.  Joseph  Van  Bree,  vice  president ;  and  Mrs. 
H.  Van  Bree,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  factory  is  fifty  by  eighty  feet  aud 
is  three  stories  in  height.  They  manufacture  traveling  bags  and  suitcases  and 
sell  direct  to  the  trade,  their  output  going  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 
Twenty-five  skilled  workmen  provide  the  necessary  labor  for  the  conduct  of 
the  buJsiness  and  the  establishment  adds  to  the  continuous  hum  of  industry 
which  characterizes  Racine  and  has  made  it  one  of  the  busiest  manufacturing 
centers  of  the  upper  Mississippi  valley. 


HERBERT  VAN  BREE. 


Herbert  Van  Bree,  president  of  the  Racine  Traveling  Bag  Company  and 
also  of  the  Racine  Electric  Company,  is  numbered  among  Wisconsin's  native 
sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  at  Barton  on  the  25th  of  June,  1861,  his  par- 
ents being  Jerry  and  Johanna  Van  Bree,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Hol- 
land. They  were  reared  in  that  country,  but  immediately  after  their  marriage 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  made  their  way  to  Wisconsin,  settling  at  Barton.  The 
father  was  a  miller  by  trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  support  of  his  family,  but  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 
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Herbert  Van  Bree  is  indebted  to  the  public  school  system  of  Barton  for  the 
early  educational  advantages  which  he  enjoyed.  He  came  to  Racine  when  a 
youth  of  thirteen  years  and  since  that  time  has  been  dependent  largely  upon 
his  own  resources,  working  his  way  upward  through  diligence  and  persever- 
ance. For  a  short  time  he  was  employed  by  the  Secor  Trunk  Company  and 
afterward  spent  thirteen  years  with  the  S.  Freeman  &  Sons  Manufacturing 
Company.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  embarked  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  becoming  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Racine  Traveling  Bag  Com- 
pany, which  is  a  close  corporation,  the  stock  being  owned  by  members  of  the 
family.  During  the  twenty-six  years  of  its  existence  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany has  grown  steadily  and  as  the  executive  head  of  the  undertaking,  Mr. 
Van  Bree  has  contributed  in  large  measure  to  its  success.  He  studies  the 
trade,  its  needs  and  demands,  knows  the  market  and  bases  his  success  upon 
the  standard  of  goods  turned  out.  Aside  from  his  connection  with  the  Racine 
Traveling  Bag  Company  he  is  the  president  of  the  Racine  Electric  company, 
manufacturers  of  motors,  fans,  drink  mixers,  vibrators,  etc.,  its  plant  being 
located  at  Superior  and  Prospect  streets.  This  company  was  organized  in 
1912  with  Mr.  Van  Bree  as  the  president  and  with  John  Rugaber  as  secretary, 
treasurer  and  manager.  They  employ  seventy  men.  Still  other  activities 
claim  the  attention  of  Mr.  Van  Bree,  who  is  now  dealing  in  real  estate,  buying, 
selling  and  renting  property.  He  has  become  thoroughly  conversant  with 
market  values  and  has  negotiated  many  important  realty  transfers. 

Mr.  Van  Bree  married  Miss  L.  Bohn,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Paul  and 
Anna  Bohn,  representatives  of  old  pioneer  families  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
Two  children  have  been  bom  of  this  marriage :  Lena,  the  wife  of  Paul  Buch- 
man,  of  Racine ;  and  Addie,  who  married  John  Peterson,  also  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Van  Bree  holds  membership  with  the  Moose  and  he  attends  St.  John's 
Catholic  church.  In  politics  he  votes  independently,  nor  has  he  ever  been  an 
aspirant  for  political  honors  and  emoluments.  Well  defined  purpose  has 
brought  him  from  a  humble  starting  point  to  a  position  of  considerable  prom- 
inence in  the  manufacturing  circles  of  the  city.  He  has  never  counted  upon 
fortunate  circumstances  to  aid  him  or  placed  his  dependence  upon  a  turn  in 
the  wheel  of  fate,  but  has  worked  diligently,  knowing  that  the  rewards  of 
labor  are  sure. 


J.  A.  DOBSON. 


J.  A.  Dobson,  devoting  his  energies  to  the  further  development  and  im- 
provement of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Dover  township,  not 
only  tills  the  soil  but  also  engages  to  some  extent  in  dairying  and  raises  con- 
siderable stock,  his  life  being  thus  a  busy  and  useful  one.  He  was  bom  in 
Rochester  township,  March  3,  1859,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Jane  (Cockroft) 
Dobson,  natives  of  England,  the  former  born  in  Lincolnshire  and  the  latter  in 
Huddersfield.  It  was  in  the  year  1842  that  Richard  Dobson  came  to  the  United 
States  and  in  Rochester  he  married  Jane  Cockroft,  whose  father,  Joseph  Cock- 
roft, a  native  of  England,  became  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  new  world. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


412  HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY 

but  he  died  when  a  comparatively  young  man.  Richard  Dobson  started  out  in 
life  a  poor  boy  and  whatever  success  he  achieved  was  attributable  entirely  to 
his  own  efforts.  He  learned  and  followed  the  blacksmith's  trade  and  also  be- 
came the  owner  of  a  farm  of  forty  acres.  His  interest  in  political  affairs  was 
manifest  in  his  loyal  support  of  the  democratic  party.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  bom  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living :  Mary  H.,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Squire,  a  retired  farmer,  of  Rochester ;  Emeline,  the  wife  of  W.  Stein- 
house,  a  retired  farmer,  of  Storm  Lake,  Iowa ;  Lawrence  H.,  a  retired  farmer, 
living  in  Waterford,  Wisconsin;  and  J.  A.,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  after  obtaining  a  district  school  education  became  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother  in  the  purchase  of  their  grandmother's  farm,  at  which 
time  J.  A.  Dobson  was  a  lad  of  but  fourteen  years.  He  has  since  carried  on 
general  farming  save  for  seven  years,  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  milling 
business  at  Rochester,  and  his  activities  have  been  well  directed,  bringing  him 
a  substantial  measure  of  prosperity.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  raising 
the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate,  does  some  dairying  and  also  gives 
considerable  attention  to  stock  raising.  He  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  excellent  land  and  has  made  every  dollar  himself,  a  fact  that  is  indicative 
of  a  well  spent  and  industrious  life. 

In  1886  Mr.  Dobson  was  married  to  Miss  Mina  Mead,  a  native  of  Dover 
township,  where  her  father,  Burr  Mead,  settled  in  an  early  day.  Mrs.  Dobson 
passed  away  in  1888  and  on  the  17th  of  June,  1896,  Mr.  Dobson  wedded  Anna 
Bancroft,  a  daughter  of  George  Bancroft,  a  farmer  of  Dover  township.  Mr. 
Dobson  has  five  children :  Lucile,  who  is  teaching  in  Dover  township ;  Alice, 
who  is  attending  high  school  at  Waterford ;  Walter  and  Lulu,  who  are  pupils  . 
in  the  district  school ;  and  Russell,  four  years  of  age. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Rochester  and 
Mr.  Dobson  belongs  also  to  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  of 
the  chairs.  In  politics  he  maintains  an  independent  attitude,  but  in  matters  of 
citizenship  manifests  the  same  spirit  of  loyalty  which  his  father  displayed 
when,  in  response  to  his  country's  call  for  aid,  he  served  throughout  the  war 
as  a  Union  soldier.  The  Dobsons  have  always  been  loyal  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  and  their  name  is  a  synonym  for  all  that  is  honorable  and 
progressive  in  business. 


RACINE  IRON  &  WIRE  WORKS. 

With  a  trade  that  extends  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  the  industry 
conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Iron  &  Wfre  Works  is  manufacturing 
household  supplies,  chemical  fire  extinguishers,  and  wire  and  iron  railings  and 
fences.  Wherever  man  has  felt  a  need,  ingenuity  has  sprung  into  the  breach 
and  genius  has  brought  forth  something  that  has  met  the  need.  Thus  in  our 
constantly  developing  and  complex  civilization  the  manufacturing  interests 
have  multiplied  and  here  and  there  have  sprung  up  cities  that  are  largely 
given  over  to  supplying  the  world's  demand  for  labor  saving  devices.  Such  a 
concern  is  that  conducted  at  the  corner  of  Prospect  and  Superior  streets  under 
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the  style  of  the  Racine  Iron  &  Wire  Works.  This  business  was  organized  and 
established  in  1870  by  Charles  Goehner  and  after  a  number  of  years  a  corpor- 
ation was  formed,  which  bought  out  Mr.  Goehner  in  April,  1906,  G.  L.  Buck 
being  elected  president  and  treasurer  of  the  company,  with  J.  P.  Hochgurtel 
as  vice  president  and  Charles  W.  Peck  as  secretary.  There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  officers  since  that  time.  The  company  occupies  a  building  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  by  forty-five  feet  and  three  stories  in  height  and  a  basement 
This  is  all  mill  construction,  and  the  equipment  of  the  plant  is  most  modem. 
The  company  manufactures  chemical  fire  extinguishers,  weaves  brass  and  cop- 
per cloth,  makes  wire  and  iron  rails  and  fences,  wire  protections  for  machinery 
and  also  manufactures  various  household  specialties.  On  the  pay  roll  are 
found  the  names  of  from  forty  to  fifty  men,  most  of  them  are  skilled  laborers. 
They  sell  to  jobbers  and  their  output  is  sent  to  every  part  of  the  country.  They 
manufacture  under  the  name  of  the  Buck  hardware  specialties  and  use  as  a 
trade  mark  a  buck's  head.  Their  household  specialties  include  broom  holders, 
wonder  hooks,  plate  scrapers,  food  stirrers,  can  openers,  ironing  sheet  hold- 
ers, pie  lifters,  potato  mashers,  fly  swatters,  coat  hangers,  trouser  hangers, 
skirt  hangers,  wardrobe  hanger  rods,  flower  brackets,  hanging  baskets,  win- 
dow shelves,  carpet  beaters,  lamp  guards,  sewing  bag  fraihes  and  many  other 
useful  articles  made  of  wire.  These  meet  many  a  need  in  the  household  and 
the  output  is  therefore  growing  in  popular  favor. 


GEORGE  L.  BUCK. 


George  L.  Buck,  president  of  the  Racine  Iron  &  Wire  Works,  is  actuated  in 
all  that  he  does  by  a  spirit  of  indefatigable  enterprise  and  during  the  decade  in 
which  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  his  present  interests  has  so  directed  the 
course  of  his  activities  that  his  labors  have  spelled  success.  One  of  New  Eng- 
land's  native  sons,  he  was  born  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  in  1865,  a  son  of 
David  and  Charlotte  (Olin)  Buck,  the  former  of  Welsh  descent,  while  the 
latter  was  of  Scotch  lineage,  although  both  families  have  long  been  represented 
in  the  United  States.  The  father  has  always  devoted  his  life  to  the  occupation 
of  farming. 

When  a  little  lad  of  six  years  George  L.  Buck  became  a  pupil  in  the  public 
school  near  his  father's  home  and  still  later  entered  the  Port  Edward  Institute 
of  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1884.  In  early 
life  he  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  he  followed  for  six  years, 
and  later  was  employed  as  a  railway  postal  clerk  between  Chicago  and  Min- 
neapolis, remaining  upon  that  run  for  ten  years.  He  afterward  occupied  the 
position  of  postoffice  inspector  for  two  years,  with  headquarters  in  Cincinnati, 
and  he  entered  the  business  world  in  Racine  in  1903  as  a  retail  merchant.  He 
had  previously  come  to  this  district  to  teach  school  and  for  two  years  had 
taught  in  a  district  school  of  Racine  county  and  had  made  his  home  in  the  city 
while  serving  as  railway  postal  clerk.  However,  desirous  of  engaging  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  he  began  merchandising.  This  city,  however,  is  pre- 
eminently a  manufacturing  center  and  into  the  manufacturing  vortex  he  was 
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drawn.  He  saw  his  opportunity  when,  in  1906,  he  became  one  of  the  incorpor- 
ators of  the  Racine  Iron  &  Wire  Works,  which  thirty-six  years  before  had 
been  established  by  Charles  Goehner.  Under  the  present  management  the  out- 
put has  been  enlarged  in  its  scope  and  the  trade  has  proportionately  increased. 
A  history  of  the  business  is  given  above. 

In  addition  to  his  other  interests  Mr.  Buck  was  active  with  the  committee 
that  organized  the  American  Trades  and  Savings  Bank  of  Racine,  with  a  cap- 
ital stock  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  bank  was  opened  for  business 
July  17,  1916.  This  institution  assumed  the  remaining  assets  of  the  old  Com- 
mercial Savings  Bank,  in  order  to  pay  in  full  the  balance  due  each  depositor, 
and  to  save  a  financial  loss  to  a  number  of  industries  in  Racine. 

In  1902  Mr.  Buck  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  Manderson,  of 
Racine,  and  they  have  many  friends  in  the  city,  the  hospitality  of  the  best 
homes  being  freely  accorded  them.  They  hold  membership  in  the  Meliiodist 
church  and  their  influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  progress  and  improvement. 
In  politics  Mr.  Buck  is  a  republican,  believing  that  the  principles  of  the  party 
are  most  conducive  to  good  government.  Fraternally  Mr.  Buck  is  a  Mason, 
belonging  to  the  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery  and  in  the  chapter  he  has 
filled  all  of  the  chairs.  His  life  is  an  exemplification  of  the  teachings  of  the 
craft  in  regard  to  helpfulness  and  brotherly  kindness,  for  he  is  ever  ready  to 
extend  a  helping  hand  where  aid  is  needed. 


HERMAN  P.  MUELLER. 

Starting  in  the  grocery  trade  as  a  clerk  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  Herman 
P.  Mueller  has  since  been  connected  with  this  line  of  business,  covering  a 
period  of  forty-three  years,  and  for  the  past  thirteen  years  has  confined  his 
attention  solely  to  the  wholesale  trade.  He  is  now  senior  partner  in  the 
Mueller-Kuehn  Company,  operating  wholesale  houses  in  both!  Racine  and 
Kenosha,  with  Mr.  Mueller  in  charge  of  the  Racine  plant.  He  was  bom  in 
Germany  on  the  16th  of  August,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Gustavo  and  Augusta 
Mueller,  who  left  the  fatherland  in  1866  and  brought  their  family  to  the 
United  States,  establishing  their  home  in  Racine.  Gustavo  Mueller  was  a 
gardener  and  followed  that  business  until  advanced  age  necessitated  his  re- 
tirement. He  passed  away  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-four  years,  while  his 
wife  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Herman  P.  Mueller  was  a  little  lad  of  five  summers  when  brought  to  the 
United  States  in  1863  by  his  uncle,  Herman  Mueller,  who  settled  in  Racbe, 
and  it  was  not  until  three  years  later  that  his  parents  reached  the  new  world. 
He  pursued  his  education  in  parochial  and  public  schools  and  when  fifteen 
years  old  put  a^ide  his  textbooks  to  make  his  initial  step  in  the  business  world, 
securing  a  clerkship  in  a  grocery  store.  He  found  the  occupation  congenial 
and  has  always  continued  in  this  line  until  now  his  connection  with  the  grocery 
trade  of  Racine  covers  forty-three  years.  He  clerked  until  his  industry  and 
economy  had  brought  him  sufficient  capital  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own 
account  and  on  the  1st  of  May,  1876,  he  opened  a  retail  grocery  store  at  No. 
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1017  St.  Clair  street,  at  which  location  he  continued  for  six  years.  He  after- 
w^ards  spent  five  years  at  the  corner  of  Superior  street  and  Douglas  avenue 
and  in  1887  came  to  his  present  location  at  Nos.  1400-1410  Douglas  avenue. 
For  a  long  period  he  sold  to  the  retail  trade  but  for  the  past  thirteen  years 
has  confined  his  attention  to  the  wholesale  grocery  business  and  is  supplying 
many  merchants  not  only  of  this  city  but  of  the  surrounding  territory  and  in 
more  remote  districts.  Something  of  the  growth  of  his  business  is  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  a  branch  house  has  been  established  in  Kenosha  and  the  annual 
sales  of  the  firm  amount  to  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  1878  Mr.  Mueller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Frederica  Schuneman, 
who  was  born  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Johanna 
Schuneman,  who  became  early  settlers  of  Freeport,  crossing  the  Atlantic  from 
Germany  and  establishing  their  home  in  that  city  in  the  early  *50s.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mueller  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children :  Alma,  the  wife  of  Charles 
E.  Gundlach,  who  is  connected  with  the  Mueller-Kuehn  Company  at  Kenosha ; 
Clara,  the  wife  of  William  Erick,  who  is  a  salesman  with  the  Mueller-Kuehn 
Company  in  Racine;  Minnie,  who  is  private  secretary  for  her  father  in  the 
business;  William,  who  died  November  9,  1908;  Elsie,  the  wife  of  William 
Kaiser,  who  is  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Mueller-Kuehn  Company,  and  Herman, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Mueller  and  has  family  are  members  of  the  English  Lutheran  church, 
to  which  they  give  generous  support.  Mr.  Mueller  belongs  to  the  United 
Commercial  Travelers  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican 
party.  He  is  now  serving  as  president  of  the  board  of  cemetery  commissioners. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  all  the  questions  which  have  to  do  with  municipal 
welfare,  stanchly  advocating  and  supporting  those  interests  which  are  a 
matter  of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride.  His  is  the  record  of  a  well  spent  life, 
notable  in  its  honorable  purpose,  its  unfaltering  diligence  and  indefatigable 
energy.  He  was  fortunate  that  at  the  outset  of  his  career  he  chose  an  occupa- 
tion which  he  found  congenial  and  which  afforded  him  opportunity  for  the 
exercise  of  industry  and  perseverance — ^his  dominant  qualities.  He  has  fol- 
lowed constructive  methods  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  affairs  and  in  the 
upbuilding  of  his  trade  recognized  that  satisfied  patrons  are  the  best  advertise- 
ment. 


WILLIAM  MONROE  PHELPS. 

William  Monroe  Phelps,  a  farmer  of  Union  Grove,  was  bom  in  Genesee 
county.  New  York,  February  21,  1869,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Lugene  (Monroe) 
Phelps.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York  in  1839,  passed 
away  in  February,  1902.  The  mother,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Racine  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1845,  died  April  9,  1905.  They  were  married  in  this  county  and 
later  Mr.  Phelps  returned  with  his  family  to  New  York.  For  a  time  he  was 
employed  in  hotels  and  later  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming.  In  1871  he 
again  came  to  Wisconsin,  settling  on  a  farm  in  this  county,  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  and  improve  throughout  his  remaining 
days.     In  the  family  were  seven  children:    Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of 
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( 'hrist  Moore  and  afterward  married  a  Mr.  Cameron,  her  home  being  now  in 
Kenosha,  Wisconsin ;  William  Monroe ;  Cora,  the  wife  of  George  Van  Wie,  of 
Mount  Pleasant  township;  Roy,  a  teamster,  of  Racine;  Ada,  the  wife  of  S. 
Becker,  living  in  Elgin,  Illinois ;  Cassie,  the  wife  of  A.  Ketcheman,  of  Racine ; 
and  Fred,  a  machinist,  of  Racine.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  Mr.  Phelps  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  William  M.  Phelps  was  Orlando  Monroe,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  who  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship, where  he  acquired  several  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Racine. 

William  M.  Phelps  obtained  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  started 
out  in  life  as  a  farmer.  For  seven  years  he  engaged  in  the  milk  business  in 
Racine,  but  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  came  to  his  present  place  in  1902,  purchasing  his  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  on  which  he  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  cereals  best  adapu^d  to 
the  soil  and  climate,  while  he  also  does  considerable  dairying.  He  keeps  twenty 
cows,  which  are  Holsteins  of  good  grade. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1895,  Mr.  Phelps  was  married  to  Miss  llva  Kelly,  a 
native  of  Waterloo,  Wisconsin,  and  a  daughter  of  Noyes  and  Philuria  (Davis) 
Kelly.  The  father  was  bom  in  Seneca  county.  New  York,  and  when  but  four 
years  of  age  was  brought  to  Caledonia  township,  this  county.  His  wife  was 
bom  in  Livingston  county,  New  York,  and  they  were  married  at  Lake  Geneva, 
Wisconsin,  in  1868.  They  lived  at  Lake  Geneva  and  in  Racine  and  Mr.  Kelly 
devoted  his  life  to  portrait  and  landscape  painting.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war,  however,  all  other  interests  Avere  put  aside  that  he  might  respond  to  the 
country's  call  for  aid.  He  served  with  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Regi- 
ment for  almost  five  years,  was  captured  and  spent  some  time  in  Libby  prison, 
so  that  he  became  familiar  with  all  of  the  hardships  and  privations  of  military 
life. 

In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phelps  are  four,  sons,  Russell,  Stanley,  Leslie 
and  Charlie,  aged  respectively  nineteen,  seventeen,  fourteen  and  nine  years. 
Mrs.  Phelps  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Phelps  gives  his  politi- 
cal allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  ques- 
tions and  issues  of  the  day,  but  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  preferring  to 
concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs,  which  are  carefully  and 
systematically  conducted  and  are  bringing  to  him  well  deserved  success. 


ARTHUR  C.  HARRIS. 


Arthur  C.  Harris,  manager  at  Racine  for  the  Milwaukee  Electric  Railway 
&  Lig^ht  Company,  was  bom  in  Jackson,  Michigan.  He  passed  through  con- 
secutive grades  in  the  public  schools  until  he  became  a  high  school  student  and 
took  his  initial  step  in  the  business  world  as  an  employe  of  the  Commonwealth 
Power  Company  in  his  native  city.  He  afterward  worked  his  way  upward, 
becoming  sales  manager  of  the  power  department.  His  eutire  life  experience 
has  been  along  this  line,  bringing  him  constantly  broadening  knowledge  and 
efficiency.    He  was  also  with  the  Grand  Rapids-Muskegon  Company  of  Grand 
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Rapids  as  sales  manager  in  the  commercial  power  department  and  in  1910  he 
came  to  Racine  to  accept  the  position  of  sales  manager  at  this  point  for  the 
Milwaukee  Electric  Railway  &  Ijight  Company.  He  has  since  acted  in  that 
capacity  as  representative  of  the  company  in  the  commercial  department  and, 
moreover,  is  manager  for  the  company  at  this  point.  The  Milwaukee  Electric 
Railway  &  Light  Company  operates  the  street  car  system  of  Racine,  also  the 
city  light  and  power  systems,  besides  furnishing  power  for  many  private  busi- 
ness concerns  and  corporations.  Mr.  Harris  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
every  phase  of  the  business,  owing  to  his  long  experience  in  this  line,  and  the 
fact  that  he  has  been  promoted  from  time  to  time,  each  change  in  his  connec- 
tions marking  a  forward  step,  is  indicative  of  his  marked  ability  and  appre- 
ciation of  his  worth  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  which  he  now  represents. 

Mr.  Harris  has  made  Racine  his  permanent  home. with  his  wife  and  three 
children,  Eleanor,  Welton  and  Gordon.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  keeps  informed  concerning  the 
political  situation  of  the  country,  but  maintains  a  non-partisan  attitude,  direct- 
ing his  thought  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case  and  the  capability  of 
the  candidates.  He  has  never  sought  to  figure  in  political  circles  or  in  any 
public  light  outside  of  his  business  connections,  for  the  field  which  he  entered 
in  early  manhood  has  made  call  to  his  ambition  and  his  energy,  a  call  to  which 
he  has  promptly  responded,  and  the  legitimate  result  of  close  application  and 
trustworthiness  has  come  to  him  in  his  present  responsible  but  remunerative 
position. 


ALBERT  J.  DRUSE. 


Albert  J.  Druse  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Hamilton-Beach  Manu- 
facturing CompaJiy,  an  enterprise  that  is  notable  even  in  Racine,  a  city  of 
rapidly  developing  business  interests,  for  within  a  notably  shoft  space  of  time 
this  company  has*  become  one  of  the  forem,ost  productive  industries  of  the  city, 
increasing  the  number  of  its  employes  from  three  workmen  until  the  names  of 
four  hundred  now  Appear  upon  the  pay  roll.  Mr.  Druse  was  bom  in  Waukesha 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1870,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  Druse,  who  were  early 
residents  of  the  state,  later  moving  to  Milwaukee,  where  the  father  followed 
carpentering. 

At  the  usual  age  Albert  J.  Druse  entered  the  public  schools  and  afterward 
continued  his  studies  in  a  business  college  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  He  then 
started  out  in  life  as  a  stenographer  and  in  1890  came  to  Racine,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Case  Plow  Company  in  connection  with  the  advertis- 
ing department.  That  his  capability  was  recognized  and  appreciated  is 
indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  remained  with  that  concern  until  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember, 1912,  when  he  became  an  active  factor  in  the  promotion  and  conduct 
of  the  Hamilton-Beach  Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  he  was  elected  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  This  company  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  elec- 
trical supplies  and  is  mentioned  at  length  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of 
Frederick  J.  Osius,  on  another  page  of  this  work.    In  the  first  place  the  success 
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of  the  business  has  been  founded  upon  the  fact  that  the  company  supplies  pub- 
lic needs;  in  the  second  place  attractive  advertising  has-been  employed  to 
bring  its  wares  to  public  notice,  and  in  the  third  place  the  officers  of  the  com- 
pany are  continually  alert  to  their  opportunities  and  ever  ready  to  utilize 
every  legitimate  advantage. 

In  1893  Mr.  Druse  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen  Steinhofel,  of 
Racine,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Florence.  They  are  members  of  the  First 
Evangelical  church  and  Mr.  Druse  also  holds  membership  with  the  United 
Commercial  Travelers.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  but  while  he  does  not 
seek  nor  desire  political  office,  he  is  not  remiss  in  the  duties  of  citizenship  and 
co-operates  heartily  in  the  well  defined  plans  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
city,  which  are  put  forth  by  the  Commercial  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 


JOHN  JONAS. 


John  Jonas,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising  on  section 
8,  Raymond  township,  was  born  in  Prussia,  June  4,  1839,  and  has  therefore 
passed  the  seventy-seventh  milestone  on  life's  journey.  He  has  led  a  busy  and 
useful  life  and  still  keeps  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the  farm,  personally  su- 
pervising the  activities  that  are  there  carried  on.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Schwartz)  Jonas,  the  former  bom  in  1800  and  the  latter  in  1803, 
both  natives  of  Prussia,  in  which  country  they  were  married.  On  coming  to 
the  new  world  in  1854  the  family  settled  in  Raymond  township,  Racine  county. 
The  following  year  the  father  purchased  a  farm  of  sixty-eight  acres,  which  he 
afterward  sold,  purchasing  another  farm  near  his  son's  place.*  In  the  family 
were  six  children,  but  John  Jonas  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The  father  de- 
parted this  life  in  1877,  having  long  survived  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred 
in  1845.  Both  were  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Jonas  was 
a  democrat  in  his  political  views.  Before  coming  to  America  he  served  for 
three  years  in  the  German  army.  The  hope  of  bettering  his  financial  condition 
led  him  to  come  to  the  new  world  and  in  the  years  of  hii^  residence  in  Racine 
county  he  won  substantial,  success. 

John  Jonas  was  educated  in  Germany  and  when  a  youth  of  fifteen  years 
accompanied  his  parents  to  the  new  world.  He  here  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  and  in  the  course  of  years  purchased  three  hundred  and  seventy  acres 
of  lend  in  Raymond  township.  He  has  since  sold  a  portion  of  this,  but  still 
retains  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  as  the  years  have  passed  he  has 
won  success.  He  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished, 
for  he  had  but  ten  cents  when  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
His  life  record  is  proof  of  the  fact  that  success  is  not  a  matter  of  genius  or  of 
fortunate  circumstances,  as  some  believe,  but  is  the  outconie  of  industry,  clear 
judgment  and  experience.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  also  milks  sev- 
eral cows,  keeping  high  grade  Holsteins.  He  also  has  a  Switzer  bull.  His 
home  is  a  substantial  and  commodious  residence  and  there  are  many  other 
good  improvements  upon  his  place,  his  being  one  of  the  valuable  and  attractive 
farms  of  Raymond  township. 
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In  1863  Mr.  Jonas  was  married  to  Miss  Katharine  Shields,  who  was  born  in 
i*>anklin  township,  Milwaukee  county,  a  daughter  of  Mathias  Shields,  who 
settled  in  that  county  in  1840.  In  Germany  he  served  as  a  i^ember  of  the  army 
for  fourteen  years  and  participated  in  the  Napoleonic  wars.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jonas  have  become  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  are  living :  Chris- 
tine, the  wife  of  Charles  Kraiger,  of  Raymond  township ;  Mathias,  who  owns 
and  cultivates  forty  acres  of  land  in  Franklin  township,  Milwaukee  county ; 
Stephen,  living  in  Raymond  township,  Racine  county;  Mary  and  Angeline, 
who  are  working  in  Milwaukee ;  Rosa  and  Nick,  at  home ;  and  Anna,  the  widow 
of  John  Drought. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  have  been  generous 
contributors  to  its  support.  In  politics  Mr.  Jonas  is  a  democrat,  and  while  he 
has  never  held  political  offices,  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board 
for  nine  years.  For  sixty-two  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Racine  county, 
80  that  he  has  witnessed  the  greater  part  of  its  growth  and  development,  and 
in  its  progress  along  agricultural  lines  he  has  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part. 
He  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county  and  his  life  record 
should  serve  to  inspire  and  encourage  others,  showing  what  may  be  accom- 
plished even  though  one  has  to  start  out  in  life  empty  handed. 


FRED  KRENZKE. 


Fred  Krenzke  has  built  up  and  is  successfully  conducting  an  extensive 
dairy  business,  which  he  started  in  1901  and  which  has  grown  steadily  since. 
He  was  bom  in  Racine,  February  20,  1876,  a  son  of  August  and  Minnie 
(Reinke)  K>enzke,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pommern,  Germany.  In 
early  life  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  w^orld  and  became  residents  of 
Racine  about  1868  or  1869,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in  this  city.  The 
father  is  a  wagon  maker  by  trade,  but  during  the  past  thirty  years  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  near  Racine,  conducting  his  place  now  as  a  dairy  farm. 

Fred  Krenzke  obtained  his  education  in  a  parochial  school  conducted  in 
connection  with  St.  John's  Lutheran  church  and  through  the  period  of  his 
boyhood,  youth  and  early  manhood  he  worked  with  his  father  upon  the  farm, 
so  that  he  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  dairy  business.  It  was  in 
1901  that  he  opened  his  present  dairy  in  Racine  and  in  November,  1910,  he 
established  his  present  office  at  No.  1800  Douglas  avenue.  The  steady  growth 
of  his  business  places  him  among  the  leading  dairymen  of  this  section,  for  he 
now  utilizes  five  wagons  in  the  delivery  of  milk  and  handles  seven  hundred 
gallons  pev  day.  The  utmost  care  is  taken  in  regard  to  cleanliness  and  sani- 
tation in  connection  with  the  dairy  and  the  high  quality  of  the  product  and 
honorable  business  methods  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Krenzke  also  insure  a  continu- 
ance of  the  liberal  patronage. 

In  March,  1900,  Mr.  Krenzke  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Schmidt,  of  Mil- 
waukee county,  Wisconsin,  who  passed  away  July  18,  1905.  On  the  9th  of 
May,  1909,  he  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Hattie  Herzog,  a 
daughter  of  William  Herzog,  a  farmer  of  Racine  county,  who  settled  here  at 
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an  early  period  in  the  development  of  this  section  of  the  state.  By  his  first 
marriage  Mr.  Krenzke  had  a  daughter,  Freida,  and  by  the  second  marriage 
there  are  two  children,  Paul  and  Marie. 

The  family  attend  St.  John's  Lutheran  church  and  in  politics  Mr.  Krenzke 
votes  independently,  considering  the  capability  of  the  man  for  the  oflSce  which 
he  seeks  rather  than  his  party  affiliation.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in 
Racine  county  and  his  life  history  is  an  open  book  which  all  may  read. 


CHICAGO  RUBBER  CLOTHING  COMPANY. 

The  Chicago  Rubber  Clothing  Company,  with  its  plant  at  the  corner  of 
Albert  street,  the  Northwestern  tracks  and  Forest  avenue,  V;ontrols  one  of  the 
largest  establishments  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States.  The  company  has 
about  four  acres  of  ground  space,  its  buildings  covering  two  acres.  Two  of 
these  are  three  stories  in  height,  one  is  two  stories  and  two  are  one  story  struc- 
tures and  all  are  of  brick  cpnstruction,  adequately  supplied  with  a  sprinkler 
system.  The  buildings  are  well  lighted  and  ventilated  and  the  employes  work 
under  sanitary  conditions.  They  employ  over  two  hundred  people,  fifty  per 
cent  of  whom  are  men.  They  manufacture  rubber  raincoats  for  men,  women 
and  children  and  their  output  represents  a  wide  range  of  style  and  price.  They 
also  make  inner  tubes  and  retreads  for  automobile  tires.  This  is  one  of  the 
large  and  profitable  manufacturing  concerns  of  Racine  and  the  goods  are  sold 
to  jobbers  and  large  dealers.  The  gradual  and  substantial  growth  of  the  busi- 
ness has  made  this  one  of  the  largest  establishments  in  the  manufacture  of 
rubber  clothing  in  the  country  and  their  trade  is  constantly  increasing.  It  is 
with  no  diflSculty  that  they  hold  their  patrons,  owing  to  the  excellence  of  their 
prpduct  and  the  thoroughly  reliable  business  methods  which  are  always  main- 
tained. 


ST.  MARY'S  CHURCH. 


The  work  among  the  Catholic  people  of  the  district  now  comprised  in  St 
Mary's  parish  began  in  1838  and  for  four  years  thereafter  they  were  visited 
by  mission  priests,  including  the  Rev.  Thomas  Morrissy,  who  first  visited  Racine 
in  1838,  at  which  time  there  was  no  Catholic  church  in  the  county.  FoUa^nng 
the  arrival  of  Rev.  Martin  Kundig  in  1842,  the  Catholics  began  the  erection  of  a 
little  frame  church  on  Fifth  street,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Times  building 
and  the  telegraph  bureau.  The  church  was  completed  in  1843  and  dedicated 
in  May  of  that  year  by  Father  Kundig  with  the  permission  of  the  Bishop  of 
Detroit,  and  over  the  church  Father  Kundig  presided  for  three  years.  To 
this  church  came  the  Catholics  from  all  parts  of  southern  Wisconsin,  so  that 
at  the  end  of  two  and  one-half  years  the  Racine  church  proved  too  small  and 
Mr.  Reardon,  a  member  of  the  congregation,  donated  two  building  sites  at 
the  southwest  corner  of  Eighth  street  and  Lake  avenue  for  the  erection  of  a 
larger  structure.     The  old  church  was  removed  to  this  site  in  the  spring  of 
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1845  and  was  remodeled  and  enlarged  to  accommodate  more  than  three  hun- 
dred persons.  It  served  the  entire  Catholic  population  of  the  district  until 
1852.  It  had  been  dedicated  as  St.  Ignatius  church  in  the  fall  of  1845,  and  in 
September,  1846,  the  Rev.  Franz  Prendergast  became  the  first  resident  pastor. 
Ho  was  unfamiliar  with  the  German  language  and  in  Jime,  1847.  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  Kundig,  who  in  turn  in  the  following  December  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  Fander,  who  continued  in  charge  until  August  20,  1849. 

It  then  seemed  advisable  to  separate  the  German  and  English  speaking 
members  of  the  congregation  and  Archbishop  Henni  named  a  committee  to 
select  a  site  for  a  new  church.  They  chose  the  present  location  6f  St.  Mary's, 
at  the  corner  of  Eighth  street  and  College  avenue.  A  good  residence  and  a 
practically  new  business  block  occupied  the  property.  The  residence  served 
as  a  parish  house  from  1849  and  the  other  structure  was  remodeled  for  school 
purposes.  The  schoolhouse  was  twenty  by  forty  feet  and  vras  first  opened  in 
1850.  Because  of  the  poverty  of  the  parishioners,  the  erection  of  a  new  church 
for  the  Germans  was  not  undertaken  until  1852.  In  August,  1849,  Rev.  Fander 
was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Carl  Schraudenbach,  who  served  until  the  appoint- 
ment of  Rev.  W.  Norris  November  15,  1851,  the  latter  continuing  to  serve  St. 
Ignatius  parish  until  August,1852. 

Tn  January  of  that  year  Archbishop  Henni  named  Rev.  Simon  Barto^ch  as 
pastor  of  St.  Mary's  and  in  April  of  that  year  the  erection  6i  St.  Mary's  church 
was  begun,  the  corner  stone  being  laid  by  Archbishop  Henni,  June  27th.  In 
August,  1852,  Rev.  Martin  Kundig  was  appointed  priest  of  St.  Ignatius  and  of 
St.  Mary's  and  served  both  congregations  until  December,  10,  1853,  He  com- 
pleted the  new  church  and  in  November,  1853,  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  N. 
Peiffer,  who  served  both  congregations  until  January,  1854,  when  Rev.  Eundig 
was  again  installed.  In  February  of  the  same  year  the  Rev.  Franz  Fusseder 
was  appointed  pastor  of  the  two  congregations  and  so  continued  until  June. 
1855,  when  the  Rev.  Fabian  Bermadinger  became  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  church. 
He  80  continued  until  September,  1857,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
F.  X.  Sailer,  whose  pastorate  continued  until  September,  1862.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Rev.  Franz  Uhlemayr,  who  continued  until  July,  1867,  and  under 
his  direction  was  erected  a  new  schoolhouse,  fifty  by  thirty  feet  and  three 
stories  in  height.  His  successor.  Rev.  F.  X.  Etschmann,  continued  until  April, 
1870,  and  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Birkhauser  until  September  8,  1873.  The  latter  pur- 
chased two  building  lots  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Wisconsin  streets  in  order 
to  erect  a  new  parish  house.  On  the  10th  of  September,  1873,  Rev.  George 
Strickner  became  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  and  it  was  during  his  pastorate,  which 
extended  until  August  1,  1877,  that  St.  Joseph's  congregation  was  separated 
from  St.  Mary's.  From  the  end  of  July  until  the  beginning  of ' September, 
1877,  Rev.  J.  A.  Birkhauser  again  served  St.  Mary's  for  the  Rev.  Peter  DeBerge. 
who  had  been  named  pastor  in  June  of  that  year.  The  latter  took  charge  in 
August  and  under  his  direction  the  present  handsome  parish  house  was  erected 
in  1878.  In  December,  1877,  he  celebrated  his  silver  jubilee,  but  in  November, 
1880,  illness  caused  his  resignation.  Rev.  William  Engel,  who  was  appointed, 
died  soon  afterward  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Albers,  under 
whose  pastorate  a  new  church  building  was  erected,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  by  sixty  feet,  at  a  cost  of  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars,  and  was  dedicated 
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August  15,  1886.  After  sixteen  years'  faithful  service  Rev.  Albers  resigned 
August  22,  1896,  and  the  church  was  then  supplied  by  different  priests  until 
Rev.  Theodore  B.  Meyer  took  charge  in  November  of  that  year,  remaining  as 
pastor  to  the  present  time,  covering  a  period  of  twenty  years.  During  this 
period  a  number  of  improvements  have  been  made  on  the  church  and  school' 
ouildings.  A  new  roof  has  been  put  on  the  latter,  sidewalks  have  been  laid, 
in  1913  a  fine  new  heating  plant  was  installed  in  the  church  and  school,  the 
church  was  frescoed  at  a  cost  of  six  hundred  dollars  and  in  1915  new  seats 
were  provided  for  the  schoolhouse.  In  1908  the  church  was  damaged  to  the 
amount  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  by  lightning. 


REV.  THEODORE  B.  MEYER. 

Rev.  Theodore  B.  Meyer,  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  church  at  Racine,  has  done 
effective  work  among  the  Catholic  families  of  this  locality  since  October,  1896, 
and  his  labors  have  been  most  effective  in  advancing  the  growth  of  the  parish. 
He  is  a  native  son  of  Racine  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Caledonia. 
February  13,  1853.    The  family  name,  however,  indicates  his  German  lineage. 
His  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Kaltenborn,  Germany,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  mining,  his  death  resulting  from  a  mine  accident.    He  married  a 
Miss  Jungmann  and  their  large  family  included  Peter  Meyer,  who  was  born 
near  the  city  of  Treves,  in  the  Rhine  Province,  Prussia,  and  was  there  reared 
and  educated.    In  May,  1845,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  after  a  brief  period 
spent  in  Racine  secured  employment  on  a  farm  at  Milton  Junction,  Bock 
county,  Wisconsin.    In  1847  he  returned  to  his  native  land,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1848  again  came  to  the  new  world,  accompanied  by  his  sisters,  Mary  and 
Magdalene.    In  1850  he  established  his  home  upon  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
Caledonia  township,  Racine  county,  and  became  one  of  the  orgaliizers  of  St. 
Lud wig's  Roman  Catholic  church  of  that  locality,  giving  two  acres  of  ground 
from  his  farm  as  a  site  for  the  church  and  cemetery.    He  was  also  prominent 
in  community  affairs,  serving  as  town  clerk,  town  treasurer  and  supervisor. 
After  coming  to  America  he  studied  English  at  Milton,  Wisconsin,  and  taught 
one  of  the  first  schools  in  Madison  and  also  one  term  near  that  city.    He 
married  Angeline  Epper,  who  was  bom  near  Trier,  in  the  Rhine  Province,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susan  (Huss)  Epper,  who  came  to  America  in  184S, 
settling  in  Paris,  Kenosha  county,  where  her  father  engaged  in  farming.  .  Her 
mother  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.     They  had  a  large 
family  and  it  is  said  the  eldest  son,  a  Prussian  soldier,  was  the  strongest  man 
in  that  army. 

Rev.  Theodore  B.  Meyer,  one  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  was  reared  < 
in  Caledonia  and  from  1858  until  1865  attended  the  first  Catholic  school  there. 
In  the  fall  of  1868  he  became  a  student  in  St.  Francis  Seminary  at  Milwaukee 
and  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  by  Archbishop  Henni  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1877.  He  became  assistant  to  Father  Reindl  at  the  Vincent  de  Paul  church  in 
Oshkosh,  where  he  remained  from  July  until  December,  1877,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  become  pastor  of  St.  Catharine's  and  St.  Michael's  church  at 
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(iranville,  Milwaujtee  county,  there  continuing  until  December,  1880,  when 
Archbishop  Henni  assigned  him  to  Wilson,  Wisconsin,  to  take  charge  of  the 
two  churches  of  St.  George  and  St.  Rose.  '  His  duties  there  continued  until 
September,  1887,  and  during  that  time  he  had  the  interior  of  both  churches 
beautifully  decorated  and  also  made  extensive  repairs  on  the  parish  school- 
houses,  while  in  1886  he  erected  a  fine  parish  home  in  Wilson  in  connection  with 
St.  George's  church. 

For  nine  years,  from  September  16,  1887,  until  October,  1896,  Father  Meyer 
was  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  church  in  Saukville,  Wisconsin.  When  he  began  his 
labors  there  the  indebtedness  of  the  parish  was  four  thousand  dollars.  He  set 
to  work  to  liquidate  this  and  not  only  did  so,  but  in  1889  made  extensive  im- 
provements and  in  1891  decorated  the  church  in  fitting  style.  In  1896  the 
school  building  was  enlarged  and  yet  he  left  the  parish  practically  free  from 
debt,  having  himself  collected  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Through  appointment  of  the  Most  Rev.  Archbishop  F.  X.  Katzer,  Father 
Meyer  came  to  Racine  as  pastor  of  St., Mary's  in  November,  1896.  The  church 
here  had  an  indebtedness  of  seventy-five  hundred  dollars,  there  was  little 
interest  manifest  in  the  different  societies  and  conditions  on  the  whole  were 
rather  discouraging,  but  Father  Meyer  brought  courage  and  optimism  to  the 
work  and  soon  his  presence  was  felt  in  renewed  co-operation  and  vigor  in  the 
church  work.  In  this  connection  a  contemporary  writer  has  said:  **0n  Jan- 
uary 6,  1897,  he  changed  the  Woman's  Sodality  to  a  Christian  Mothers'  Asso- 
ciation, under  the  direction  of  the  church.  The  reception  of  members  on  that 
day  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  while  now  there  are  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four  active  members.  In  May,  1897,  he  founded  the  Sodality  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception,  which  now  has  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two.  On  St.  Aloysius  Day,  1897,  the  St.  Aloysius  Society,  which  now 
has  ninety  members,  was  organized.  The  St.  Bonifacius  School  Society,  which 
now  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  members,  was  also  put  upon  a  solid  b^sis. 
During  July,  1898,  under  the  auspices  of  the  different  societies,  a  successful 
fair  was  held  to  raise  money  for  the  discharge  of  the  debt.  The  profits  were 
two  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  this  lessening  the  debt  consider- 
ably. 

*  *  In  1900,  through  the  influence  of  Father  Meyer,  the  parish  house,  which 
is  located  at  No.  800  Wisconsin  street,  was  renovated  at  an  expense  of  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars.  A  story  was  added  over  the  kitchen,  and  the 
whole  house  was  equipped  with  hot  water  heat  and  all  modern  improvements. 
As  the  schoolhouse  was  in  very  bad  condition  it  was  resolved  at  a  meeting 
held  in  June,  1901,  to  build  an  addition  to  the  building  ^nd  also  to  repair  the 
old  school.  The  resolution  was  passed  unanimously,  and  the  new  building  was 
commenced  at  once  according  to  plans  made  by  D.  R.  Davis.  The  contractors 
were  Louis  Tharinger,  carpenter,  and  John  Siepler,  mason,  both  of  whom 
fulfilled  their  obligations  to  the  utmost  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The  cost 
of  putting  up  the  new  structure  and  completely  equipping  the  old  one  with 
modem  improvements  amounted  to  six  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
work  was  finished  by  the  beginning  of  November.  The  dedication,  by  Rev. 
J.  A.  Birkhauser,  assisted  by  various  priests  of  the  city,  took  place  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  and  that  evening  an  entertainment  and  supper  were  given  in  the 
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building,  which  netted  a  profit  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  The  church 
is  located  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  street  and  College  avenue,  and  the  school 
adjoiiis  it  on  the  south.  All  the  buildings  of  the  parish  are  now  complete  and 
in  good  condition,  and  although  the  current  expenses  are  heavy  the  congre- 
gation can  look  forward  to  a  future  of  great  prosperity  and  contentment.  The 
church  now  has  a  membership  of  about  two  hundred  families,  and  one  hundred 
and  seventy  pupils  are  enrolled  in  the  school. 

**0n  July  2,  1902,  Rev.  Theodore  B.  Meyer  celebrated  the  silver  jubilee  of 
his  entrance  into  th^  priesthood.  He  had  no  intention  originally  of  specially 
observing  the  day,  but  at  the  solicitation  of  his  friends  he  decided  to  hold 
appropriate  services,  and  the  occasion  resolved  itself  into  one  of  great  festivity. 
Over  seventy  priests  were  present  at  the  ceremony,  among  them  the  vicars 
general  of  Milwaukee  and  La  Crosse.  The  spirit  displayed  by  his  own  parisli- 
ioners  is  worthy  of  special  notice.  Young  and  old  vied  in  honoring'  their  spir- 
itual guide  and  wishing  him  future  joy,  and  the  various  societies,  all  of  which 
owe  their  present  flourishing  condition  to  his  untiring  labors,  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  show  their  appreciation  and  affectionate  esteem  for  one 
who  has  given  his  best  effort  in  their  behalf.  Thanksgiving  Day  of  1902 
(November  27th)  was  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding' of  St.  Mary  s 
congregation,  and  under  the  auspices  of  Father  Meyer,  on  that  day,  was  cele- 
brated the  golden  jubilee  of  the  event.  The  services  were  impressive  and 
largely  attended,  Archbishop  Katzer  being  among  the  distinguished  dignitaries 
who  lent  their  presence  to  the  religious  festival." 

Father  Meyer  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Gonzaga  Union  of  the  Cath- 
olic young  men  of  Wisconsin,  was  its  first  president  and  for  fourteen  years 
was  director  and  manager.  Adolph  Weber  and  Henry  Broecker,  of  Racine, 
and  Lucas  Riedl,  of  Milwaukee,  were  also  connected  with  the  organization  of 
the  Union,  which  now  has  over  three  thousand  members. 


MUELLER-KUEHN  COMPANY. 

The  Mueller-Kuehn  Company,  which  was  organized  in  1907,  owns  and  con- 
trols one  of  the  important  wholesale  grocery  establishments  of  Racine  and  is 
enjoying  a  constantly  increasing  business.  The  firm  succeeded  to  the  business 
of  H.  F.  Mueller,  who  established  the  undertaking  on  the  1st  of  May,  1876,  as 
a  retail  store  at  No.  1017  St.  Clair  street.  He  continued  to  retail  groceries 
until  1903,  but  in  1882  removed  to  the  corner  of  Superior  street  and  Douglas 
avenue,  where  he  continued  until  1887,  when  a  removal  was  made  to  Nos. 
1400-1410  Douglas  avenue.  There  the  business  has  since  been  continued  and 
has  been  a  strictly  wholesale  affair  for  thirteen  years.  Its  ramifying  trade  re- 
lations now  cover  a  broad  territory  and  in  1903  a  branch  house  was  established 
in  Kenosha.  In  1910  the  company  erected  a  modern  business  block  in  Kenosha, 
forty  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  and  two  stories  in  height,  adjacent  to  the 
railroad,  so  that  excellent  shipping  facilities  were  thus  secured.  Mr.  Kuehn 
has  charge  of  the  Kenosha  plant,  while  Mr.  Mueller  remains  in  charge  of  the 
Racine  plant.    The  compaiiy  is  now  erecting  a  three-story  building  on  Liberty 
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street  and  the  Northwestern  Railroad  tracks,  a  fireproof  structure  especially 
designed  for  its  purposes.  The  business  has  grown  rapidly  and  the  sales  of 
the  company  now  amount  to  about  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually. 


ADBLMER  A.  BISHOP. 


Active  and  energetic  through  all  his  business  career,  Adelmer  A.  Bishop  has 
worked  along  the  lines  of  success  and  that  he  has  achieved  what  he  has  pur- 
posed is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  is  now  proprietor  of  a  profitable  laundry 
business,  which  includes  a  plant  erected  at  a  cost  of  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. Always  a  resident  of  southeastern  Wisconsin,  he  was  born  in  Kenosha 
county,  September  4,  1871,  a  son  of  the  Honorable  Isaac  T.  and  Lydia  Jane 
(Clemmons)  Bishop.  The  father  was  bom  in  Somers,  Kenosha  county,  June  6, 
1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  Bishop,  a  native  of  New  England  who,  in  the  pioneer 
epoch  of  Wisconsin's  development,  settled  in  Kenosha  county.  Isaac  T.  Bishop 
was  there  reared  and  at  the  time  of  the  Givil  war  responded  to  the  country's 
call  for  aid,  enlisting  in  Company  P,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Regiment^ 
and  serving  for  three  years  in  defence  of  the  Union,  during  which  period  he 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Arkansas  Post,  Raymond,  Champion's  Hill  and 
Vicksburg.  After  the  war  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  becoming  one 
of  the  representative  agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the  state.  His  fellow  towns- 
men appreciative  of  his  worth  and  ability  and  recognizing  his  patriotic  devo- 
tion to  the  general  good,  frequently  called  him  to  public  office.  He  served  as 
township  chairman  for  five  years,  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  eleven  years 
and  in  1906  was  elected  to  the  state  ^senate  while  in  1910  he  was  re-elected  a 
member  of  the  upper  house  of  the  general  assembly,  receiving  a  majority  vote 
of  five  thousand,  three  hundred  and  nineteen  against  his  majority  of  fourteen 
hundred  and  fifty-three  in  1910.  This  fact  certainly  indicates  how  efficient 
was  his  service  during  his  first  term,  winning  the  unqualified  confidence  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  senatorial  district.  In  addition  to  con- 
ducting agricultural  interests  for  many  years  he  was  for  thirty-three  years 
secretary  of  the  Somers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  but  is  now  living  in 
Kenosha  county — ^honored  and  respected  wherever  known  and  most  of  all 
where  he  is  best  known.  His  wife  died  in  the  year  1912.  They  had  a  family 
of  five  children :  John  C,  now  deceased ;  Adelmer  A. ;  Edward  S.,  a  teacher  in 
science  in  Chicago  University ;  Isaac  T.,  who  has  departed  this  life ;  and  Benja- 
min H.,  who  occupies  the  old  homestead  farm. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof  Adelmer  A.  Bishop  had  the  usual  train- 
ing and  experience  of  the  farm  bred  boy.  He  obtained  a  public  school  educa- 
tion and  attended  the  State  Normal  School  at  Whitewater  and  the  College  of 
Commerce  at  Kenosha.  As  he  approached  the  time  when  he  believed  he  should 
provide  for  his  o^vn  support  he  determined  to  enter  the  commercial  field  and  for 
nine  years  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine 
Company.  In  1901  he  incorporated  the  West  Side  Laundry  Company,  taking 
over  the  company  by  that  name  which  had  been  organized  about  fifteen  years 
before,  and  opened  a  plant  at  No.  1025  State  street,  where  he  continued  until 
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1916,  when  he  removed  to  State  and  Silver  streets,  having  erected  a  new  plant 
at  a  cost  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  This  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  state, 
is  supplied  with  modem  equipment  and  the  machines  are  all  individually  motor 
driven.  Employment  is  furnished  to  thirty  people  and  three  wagons  are  oper- 
ated in  connection  with  collections  and  deliveries.  Most  approved  methods  of 
laundry  work  are  used  by  him  and  the  excellence  of  the  work  is  indicated  in 
his  increasing  patronage.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  a  director  of 
the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank. 

On  October  17, 1900,  Mr.  Bishop  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Maude  Thomp- 
son, a  daughter  of  Frank  W.  Thompson,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Gordon  A.  Mr.  Bishop  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party  and  while  he  does  not 
seek  nor  desire  office  in  reward  for  party  fealty  he  is  loyal  and  progressive  in 
matters  of  citizenship  and  gives  active  support  to  the  Commercial  Club,  of 
which  he  is  a  member  and  which  is  putting  forth  every  effort  for  the  benefit 
and  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  director  of  the 
Racine  Retail  Merchants  Association.  He  belongs  to  the  Plymouth  Congrega- 
tional church,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee,  and  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  and  heartily  indorses  and  advocates  all  plans  and  measures  for 
advancing  the  moral  progress  of  the  community. 


THOMAS  H.  McKEB. 


Thomas  H.  McKee  is  a  representative  of  farming  interests  in  Dover  town- 
ship, his  home  being  near  Burlington.  It  was  in  that  township  that  he  was 
born.  May  16,  1854,  his  parents  being  James  and  Rebecca  (Wilson)  McKee. 
The  father  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  in  1808  and  the  mother  in  Donegal. 
Ireland,  in  1839.  In  early  life  they  came  to  the  new  world  and  were  married 
in  Dover  township,  Racine  county,  where  their  remaining  days  were  passed, 
the  father's  death  occurring  in  1873,  while  the  mother  survived  until  1909.  At 
the  time  of  his  arrival  the  country  was  wild  and  undeveloped,  there  being 
still  evidences  that  at  a  not  very  remote  period  the  Indians  had  occupied  the 
district.  The  homes  were  primitive  and  were  widely  scattered  but  progressive 
men  from  the  east  and  other  parts  of  the  country  were  making  their  way  into 
the  district  and  bringing  about  a  marked  transformation.  James  McKee  se- 
cured two  hundred  acres  of  land  from  the  government  and  with  characteristic 
energy  began  to  break  the  sod,  turning  the  first  furrows  in  the  fields.  He  was 
a  poor  man  when  he  came  but  as  the  years  passed  he  won  success  and  when 
his  death  occurred  was  in  very  comfortable  circumstances.  He  was  also  a  well 
educated  and  well  read  man  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Presbyterian  church  and  he  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
republican  party,  being  a  firm  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  its  principles  as  fac- 
tors in  good  government.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKee  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  are  yet  living:  John,  a  blacksmith  of  Munising,  Michigan; 
Thomas  H. ;  David,  a  farmer  residing  near  Richmond,  Illinois ;  Robert,  of  Twin 
Lakes  and  Billings,  Montana,  holding  extensive  landed  interests  at  both  places; 
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Nancy,  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Hill,  a  contractor,  of  Highmore,  South  Dakota ;  and 
Anna,  the  wife  of  Fred  Esterbrook,  a  lumberman,  of  Washington. 

At  the  usual  age  Thomas  H.  McKee  became  a  district  school  pupil  and 
afterward  spent  a  winter's  term  in  study  at  Wilmot,  Wisconsin.  Following 
the  death  of  his  father  he  began  to  earn  his  own  living  as  a  farm  hand  and  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  were  a  period  of  earnest  and  unremitting  toil.  At 
length  he  accumulated  twenty-two  hundred  dollars  by  his  own  labor  and  in  this 
way  he  bought  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  productiveness  of 
which  he  enhanced  by  tiling  the  place.  The  work  of  improvement  has  been 
steadily  carried  forward,  including  the  erection  of  a  good  residence  and  sub- 
stantial outbuildings,  his  place  being  one  of  the  best  in  Dover  township.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  also  does  considerable  dairying.  He  likewise 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  sugar  beets,  to  which  he  has  given  his  attention  for 
ten  years,  and  throughout  the  period  he  has  been  agent  for  a  sijgar  beet  com- 
pany. His  cows  are  all  of  good  grade,  so  that  his  dairy  products  measure  up  to 
high  standards  and  he  holds  to  advanced  ideals  in  all  that  he  does. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1890,  Mr.  McKee  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Ray- 
mond, a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Janachek)  Raymond,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Austria-Hungary.  About  1856  they  became  residents  of  Water- 
ford,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  business  of  harness  manufacturing.  Mrs. 
McKee  was  there  bom  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  fourteen 
children:  Grace,  born  November  18,  1892;  Mabel,  bom  October  17,  189^; 
Ernest,  November  1,  1894;  Alice,  November  11,  1895;  Sylvester,  January  23, 
1897;  Floyd,  July  21,  1898;  Lucille,  December  14,  1904;  Evelyn,  February  12, 
1906;  Thelma,  February  21,  1907;  Robert,  October  18,  1909;  Donna,  January 
14,  1911 ;  Phyllis,  July  24, 1912;  Lois,  November  1, 1914;  and  Marjorie  Pauline, 
March  19,  1916.  The  children  are  all  at  home  except  Ernest,  who  travels,  and 
Mabel,  who  is  now  teaching  in  the  district  schools. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  Mr.  McKee 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  now  serving  as 
town  assessor,  which  oflfice  he  has  filled  for  two  terms.  His  fellow  townsmen 
8i>eak  of  him  as  a  citizen  of  genuine  worth,  as  a  reliable  business  man  and  as  a 
faithful  friend. 


WILLIAM  HAIGH. 


A  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situated  near  Corliss, 
is  the  home  property  of  William  Haigh,  who  has  always  resided  upon  this 
place.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  its  cultivation  for  many  years,  but  in  1904 
he  retired  from  active  farm  work  and  now  rents  his  land.  He  was  born  in 
this  county,  August  25,  1845,  a  son  of  George  and  Anna  (Butterworth)  Haigh. 
The  father  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1810  and  died  January  28,  1890, 
while  the  mother,  a  native  of  Lancashire,  England,  passed  away  in  1867.  They 
were  married  in  Racine  county,  where  Mr.  Haigh  had  arrived  in  1842,  at  which 
time  he  took  up  school  land  from  the  government.  Later  he  secured  forty 
acres  more,  becoming  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
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and  as  the  years  passed  he  carefully  and  systematically  developed  his  place, 
converting  it  into  richly  productive  fields. 

William  Haigh  was  one  of  two  children,  but  is  now  the  only  survivor  of  the 
family.  The  father  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  but 
took  no  active  part  in  politics  as  an  office  seeker,  as  his  entire  attention  was 
given  to  his  farm  work.  He  had  but  limited  school  advantages  in  his  youth, 
but  was  very  quick  at  figures  and  he  possessed  sound  judgment  and  shrewd 
common  sense.  He  died  on  the  old  homestead  and  in  his  passing  the  community 
lost  a  substantial  and  respected  citizen. 

Mr.  Haigh  of  this  review  pursued  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  early  assisting  in  the  work  of  the 
fields  on  the  old  home  place.  In  1874  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Jane  Myrick,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1848,  a  daughter  of  John  Myrick, 
who  in  an  early  day  arrived  in  Racine  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
His  death  occurred  at  Union  Grove  in  1890.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haigh  have  become 
the  parents  of  three  children :  Luminda,  the  widow  of  Boyd  Fell,  and  now  a 
resident  of  the  state  of  Washington ;  Esther  J.,  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Parsons, 
a  farmer  in  Racine  county ;  and  George,  who  follows  farming  near  Yorkville. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  William  Haigh  has  resided  upon  the  farm,  which 
is  still  his  place  of  residence,  and  he  now  has  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
good  land,  of  which  eighty  acres  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, while  the  other  is  wood  and  pasture  land.  He  carried  on  general  farming 
with  success  for  a  long  period  and  also  did  some  dairying,  but  at  length  retired 
from  active  farm  life  and  for  the  past  twelve  years  has  lived  retired,  enjoying 
a  good  rental  from  his  land.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  his  political  indorsement  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  has 
lived  a  quiet  and  unassuming  life,  but  his  worth  as  a  man  and  citizen  is  recog- 
nized and  acknowledged  by  all  who  know  him  and  throughout  the  neighbor- 
hood in  which  he  lives  he  has  many  warm  friends. 


GEORGE  H.  LAUGHTON. 

Death  often  removes  from  our  midst  those  whom  we  can  ill  afford  to  lose 
and  such  was  the  case  when  George  H.  Laughton  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
He  had  for  a  number  of  years  been  active  in  the  management  of  the  Chicago 
Rubber  Clothing  Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  thus  he 
instituted  an  important  productive  industry  of  Racine.  He  was  born  in  Platte- 
ville,  Wisconsin,  November  20,  1845,  a  son  of  George  R.  and  Mildred  (Durley) 
Laughton,  the  former  a  native  of  London,  England,  while  the  latter  was  bom 
in  Maryland.  They  became  early  settlers  of  Wisconsin  and  Mr.  Laughton  was 
well  known  in  this  state  as  a  capitalist. 

After  mastering  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  public  schools 
George  H.  Laughton  became  a  pupil  in  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis. 
Maryland,  which  he  attended  for  two  years.  He  afterward  embarked  in  the 
agricultural  implement  business  in  Chicago  and  continued  active  in  that  line 
until  the  fire  of  1871.    He  became  closely  associated  with  the  manufacturing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY  433 

interests  of  Racine  in  1886,  when  he  aided  in  organizing  the  Chicago  Rubber 
Clothing  Company,  of  which  he  became  general  manager,  with  L.  S.  Blake  as 
the  president  and  Mrs.  E.  V.  Laughton  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  fac- 
tory was  built  in  Racine  in  1887  and  Mr.  Laughton  and  his  family  removed  to 
this  city  so  that  he  might  be  in  close  touch  with  the  business.  The  present 
officers  are:  David  G.  Janes,  president;  Mrs.  E.  V.  Laughton,  treasurer;  and 
6.  G.  Bryant,  secretary  and  manager.  The  plant  employs  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  people  and  the  product  is  sold  all  over  the  United  States.  Mr.  Laugh- 
ton continued  active  in  the  conduct  and  management  of  the  business  until  his 
demise,  which  occurred  July  30,  1893. 

It  was  June  5,  1867,  that  Mr.  Laughton  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  L.  Virgin,  who  was  bom  in  Platteville,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  Noah 
H.  and  Pamela  (Weed)  Virgin,  who  were  pioneer  residents  of  Wisconsin,  the 
former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Laughton 
attended  the  Universalist  church  and  his  life  was  ever  upright  and  honorable, 
exemplifying  the  teachings  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  held  mem- 
bership. He  enjoyed  the  respect  and  goodwill  of  all  who  knew  him  and  he  had 
a  large  circle  of  warm  friends  by  reason  of  his  geniality  and  unfeigned  cor- 
diality. His  admirable  qualities  endeared  him  to  all  and  his  memory  is  yet 
revered  by  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Mrs.  Laughton  is  treasurer 
of  the  company  and  is  well  known  in  the  business  world  and  socially  she  be- 
longs to  the  Woman's  Club  and  is  also  an  active  worker  in  the  Universalist 
church  and  its  different  societies. 


E.  G.  H.  WENDT. 


A  large  proportion  of  Racine's  citizens  have  received  business  training  in 
the  J.  L  Case  Threshing  Machine  works  and  that  the.  training  is  thorough  is 
indicated  in  the  fact  that  success  has  attended  the  efforts  of  many  since  they 
started  out  independently.  Such  has  been  the  record  of  E.  G.  H.  Wendt,  who 
conducts  a  real  estate,  insurance  and  loan  agency,  in  which  connection  he  is 
accorded  a  liberal  patronage.  He  was  bom  in  Germany,  July  22,  1860,  a  son 
of  Robert  and  Augusta  Wendt,  who  arrived  in  Racine  on  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1869.  The  father  had  been  a  forester  and  gardener  in  Germany  and  after 
coming  to  the  new  world  he  turned  his  attention  to  blacksmithing  and  garden- 
ing, being  thus  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise.  His  widow  survives  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

E.  G.  H.  Wendt  was  a  little  lad  of  but  nine  years  when  the  family  came  to 
the  new  world  and  in  Racine  he  attended  a  parochial  school  conducted  in  con- 
nection with  St.  John's  Lutheran  church.  He  afterward  learned  the  trade  of 
cigar  making  and  subsequently  was  employed  by  the  M.  M.  Secor  Trunk  Com- 
pany, with  which  he  continued  for  seventeen  years.  He  was  afterward  with 
the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  in  the  woodworking  department 
and  later  was  connected  for  a  time  ^vith  the  Racine  Trunk  Company.  On 
severing  that  connection  he  became  superintendent  of  Mound  cemetery  and  so 
continued  for  six  years.    His  active  identification  with  the  real  estate  business 
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dates  from  1898,  in  which  year  he  bought  out  C.  J.  Thiesen.  His  office  is  at 
No.  920  State  street  and  he  not  only  handles  real  estate  but  also  conducts  an 
insurance  and  loan  agenc^,  handling  both  fire  and  life  insurance  and  repre- 
senting a  number  of  the  old  line  companies.  He  writes  a  large  amount  of  in- 
surance annually,  places  many  loans  and  negotiates  many  important  realtj- 
transfers  and  his  business  is  now  a  source  of  gratifying  and  merited  success. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1891,  Mr.  Wendt  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anne 
Thiesen,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  a  daughter 
and  a  son:  Louise,  now  the  wife  of  Russell  G.  Cooke,  a  resident  of  Racine;  and 
Herbert  C,  who  is  a  student  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  pursuing  the 
chemistry  course. 

Mr.  Wendt  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  education  and 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Racine  school  board,  doing  all  in  his  power  to 
further  the  standard  of  public  instruction.  He  votes  with  the  republican  party 
and  he  is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lutheran  church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  is 
actively  and  helpfully  interested.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  does  everything 
in  his  power  to  promote  the  material,  intellectual,  social  and  moral  progress  of 
his  community  and  his  labors  in  this  connection  are  accounted  a  valuable  asset 
for  the  benefit  of  the  city. 


JOHN  HENRY  GOEBEL,  M.  D. 

Dr.'  John  Henry  Goebel,  physician  aijd  surgeon,  practicing  at  Pranksville, 
was  born  in  Raymond  township,  March  24,  1883,  a  son  of  John  and  Christiana 
(Roethe)  Goebel,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  this  state.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  Margaret  Goebel,  who  were  born  in  Prussia,  Germany, 
and  for  some  time  the  former  sailed  the  seas.  At  length  he  came  to  the  new 
world,  settling  at  Kilbournville,  Wisconsin,  where  he  built  a  log  house.  He 
followed  the  trade  of  harness  making,  which  he  had  learned  in  his  native 
country,  and  he  also  conducted  a  store  for  a  number  of  years.  He  passed 
away  in  Racine  in  ^915  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Henry  Roethe,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  the  new  world  in  early  life. 
He  is  now  living  at  Husher,  Wisconsin,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  John  and 
Christiana  (Roethe)  Goebel  were  married  in  Caledonia  township  in  1882.  The 
father  was  the  proprietor  of  a  general  store  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  one 
of  the  early  postmasters  of  Kilbournville,  Wisconsin.  For  twenty-seven  years 
he  conducted  business  as  a  merchant  and  won  substantial  success  in  that  con- 
nection. In  his  family  were  eight  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living :  John 
H. ;  Edward,  who  is  an  engineer  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad 
and  lives  at  Milwaukee ;  Frank,  a  laborer  residing  in  Raymond,  and  Irene,  who 
has  graduated  from  the  Oakwood  high  school  and  expects  to  enter  the  normal 
school  in  the  fall.  The  family  are  identified  with  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr. 
Goebel  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Knights.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  and 
he  served  as  town  treasurer  for  two  terms.  He  is  now  living  retired,  making 
his  home  in  Thompsonville. 

John  Henry  Goebel  attended  the  St.  Louis  Catholic  school  of  Caledonia 
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and  for  six  months  was  a  pupil  in  the  district  schools.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Oakwood  high  school  with  the  class  of  1900  and  for  two  years  he  was  a 
rural  route  mail  carrier.  He  afterward  worked  in  his  father's  store,  but  in 
1905,  desiring  to  become  a  member  of  the  medical  profession,  he  entered  the 
Wisconsin  College  of  Physicians  &  Surgeons,  there  pursuing  a  four  years* 
course,  which  he  completed  by  graduation  with  the  class  of  1909.  He  began 
practice  at  Raymond  Center,  where  he  remained  for  four  and  a  half  years,  and 
in  September,  1913,  came  to  Franksville,  where  he  opened  an  oflSce  and  has 
since  followed  his  profession.  His  broad  reading  keeps  him  in  touch  with  the 
advanced  thought  and  methods  of  the  medical  fraternity  and  he  is  ever  careful 
in  the  diagnosis  of  his  cases  and  successful  in  the  results  achieved. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  1910,  Dr.  Goebel  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  Hahn,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Helen  (Brunn)  Hahn,  both  natives  of  Milwaukee  county. 
The  former  was  a  son  of  George  and  Salome  (Beck)  Hahn,  the  former  a  native 
of  Alsace-Lorraine,  whence  he  removed  to  Milwaukee  county  in  1822.  There  he 
took  up  a  claim  and  became  the  owner  of  fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  being 
the  most  extensive  farmer  of  the  county  at  that  date.  He  was  not  only  active 
along  agricultural  lines  but  also  did  much  to  influence  public  thought  and 
opinion  and  several  times  represented  his  district  in  the  state  legislature.  He 
had  a  wide  acquaintance  and  was  popular  with  his  fellow  townsijaen.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Goebel  was  Rudolph  von  Brunn,  who  married 
Sophia  Zimmerman.  He  was  bom  in  Pomerania  and  was  a  nobleman  of  that 
country,  while  his  wife  was  bom  in  Bavaria.  On  account  of  the  liberal  views 
which  he  held  he  left  Germany  and  became  a  resident  of  Milwaukee  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1848.  He  there  turned  his  attention  to  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing and  he  also  occupied  an  oflSce  in  the  courthouse  in  Milwaukee  for  a  number 
of  years.  By  reason  of  his  liberal  views  he  lost  his  estate  in  Germany  and 
when  he  came  to  the  United  States  he  obtained  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  winning  substantial  success  as  the  years  passed.  He  was  a  man  of  broad 
education  and  wide  culture  who  left  the  impress  of  his  individuality  for  good 
upon  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  His  personal  worth  aided  in  establish- 
ing standards  of  intellectual,  moral  and  cultural  values  and  his  leadership  con- 
stituted an  element  for  public  progress.  His  daughter,  IJelen  Brunn,  became 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Hahn,  who  was  born  in  1852  and  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Hahn, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  1854,  passed  away  in  1913.  They  were  married  in 
Milwaukee  county,  Wisconsin,  July  4,  1876.  Mr.  Hahn  is  extensively  engaged 
in  farming,  making  his  home  near  Oakwood,  Wisconsin.  In  his  family  were 
eight  children,  of  whom  five  are  living :  George,  a  street  car  conductor  resid- 
ing in  Milwaukee ;  Julius,  who  is  farming  in.  Milwaukee  county ;  Emma,  at 
home ;  Mrs.  Goebel,  and  Allen,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and  also  resides  at 
home.  At  one  time  Mr.  Hahn  was  the  owner  of  over  four  hundred  acres  of 
land,  but  sold  two  hundred  acres.  His  property  remains  a  valuable  and  at- 
tractive one,  well  improved  and  equipped  with  all  modern  accessories.  In 
politics  he  is  a  republican  and  he  attends  the  Lutheran  church.  His  daughter, 
Mrs.  Goebel,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  Oakwood  high 
school,  from  which  she  was  graduated.  She  afterward  took  up  the  profession 
of  teaching,  which  she  followed  for  seven  years  in  Milwaukee  county. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goebel  have  become  the  parents  of  a  son,  Eugene  John,  who 
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\\  as  born  October  20,  1914.  Dr.  Goebel  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church 
111  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  but  is  independently  inclined.  He  has  served  as 
iiealth  officer  and  school  clerk  but  has  never  been  ambitious  to  hold  positions 
of  public  preferment.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goebel  started  with 
very  little,  but  today  they  have  a  beautiful  home  with  all  modern  improvements 
and  he  enjoys  a  good  practice,  which  is  constantly  increasing. 


BEFFEL  FURNITURE  &  UNDERTAKING  COMPANY. 

The  Beffel  Furniture  &  Undertaking  Company  has  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness established  by  Mathias  Beifel,  the  enterprise  having  been  in  continuous 
existence  for  forty-one  years.  The  store  is  located  at  No.  610  Sixth  street, 
Racine,  and  the  interests  of  the  concern  are  managed  by  William  J.  Beffel, 
who  is  president  of  the  company,  and  Edward  Beffel,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
It  was  on  the  26th  of  September,  1914,  that  the  business  was  organized  under 
the  present  name.  The  original  establishment  was  located  at  the  comer  of 
College  avenue  and  Sixth  street  and  after  two  years  a  removal  was  made  to 
the  present  location,  Mathias  Beffel  purchasing  the  property  and  building  a 
single  store.  He  conducted  the  business  alone  for  twenty-six  years,  or  until 
1901,  when  he  retired,  and  his  sons,  William  J.  and  Edward  Beflfel,  purchased 
the  business,  which  they  conducted  under  partnership  relations  until  the  incor- 
poration in  1914,  thirteen  years  later.  In  1911  a  new  building,  three  stories 
in  height  and  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  was  erected.  They  carry 
a  large  line  of  furniture,  rugs  and  household  furnishings  and  in  the  adjoin- 
ing building  have  funeral  parlors.  This  establishment  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  state,  the  undertaking  department  occupying  what  was  the  old  furniture 
store  but  which  was  rebuilt  at  a  large  expense  in  1914.  There  is  every  con- 
venience and  modem  equipment  with  a  large  sanitary  embalming  room  unsur- 
passed in  the  state,  which  is  light,  cool  and  airy.  The  furniture  trade  is  large 
and  the  business  is  most  gratifying.  Their&  is  one.  of  the  oldest  establishments 
of  the  kind  in  Racine  and  it  is  conducted  by  energetic  young  business  men 
whose  purposes  are  high  and  honorable  and  who  accomplish  what  they 
undertake. 


WILLIAM  J.  BEFP^EL. 


Racine  is  lacking  in  none  of  those  advantages  which  offer  a  broad  field  to 
the  energetic  young  business  man  and  William  J.  Beffel  is  among  the  native 
sons  who  in  legitimate  lines  of  trade  have  worked  their  way  upward  to  suc- 
cess. He  became  the  successor  of  his  father,  Mathias  Beffel,  and  reorganizing 
the  business,  is  now  the  president  of  the  Beffel  Furniture  &  Undertaking  Com- 
pany, in  which  connection  he  controls  an  important  commercial  concern  of 
the  city.    He  was  born  July  27,  1873,  a  son  of  Mathias  and  Johanna  (Brehm) 
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Beflfel.  The  father  was  bom  in  Chicago  in  1837  and  the  mother,  a  native  of 
Germany,  was  brought  to  the  United  States  in  her  girlhood  by  her  parents, 
Frank  and  Agnes  Brehm,  who  became  residents  of  Burlington,  Wisconsin, 
at  an  early  period  in  the  settlement  of  Racine  county,  arriving  here  in  the 
opening  years  of  the  '40s.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  William  J.  Beffel  was 
John  Beflfel,  who  in  the  *40s  became  a  resident  of  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  and  in 
1854  removed  to  Racine,  where  he  followed  the  cooper's  trade.  In  the  year 
in  which  the  family  home  was  established  in  Racine,  Mathias  Beflfel  entered  the 
employ  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company,  with  which  he  continued 
for  twenty-one  years,  or  until  1875,  when  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  establishing  a  retail  furniture  and  undertaking  business,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully managed  and  conducted  until  1901,  when  he  retired,  being  succeeded 
by  his  two  sons.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church 
and  is  a  member  of  the  German  Catholic  Young  Men's  Association.  He  and 
his  wife  still  reside  in  Racine. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1895,  W.  J.  Beflfel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Josephine  Salentine,  who  was  born  in  Sacramento,  California,  a  daughter  of 
M.  J.  and  Gara  (Arnold)  Salentine,  who  removed  with  their  family  from  the 
Pacific  coast,  to  Milwaukee  and  later  to  Kenosha,  but  have  now  returned  to 
Milwaukee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beflfel  have  become  the  parents  of  a  son,  Robert  M., 
now  seventeen  years  of  age. 

The  parents  are  members  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Beflfel  is 
identified  also  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  likewise  has  membership 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Moose  and  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  in  politics  he  is  non-partisan,  voting  for  the  man  and  not  for  the  party. 
He  gives  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  interests.  He  supplemented 
his  public  school  education  by  three  courses  in  undertaking  and  is  an  expert 
embalmer.  He  belongs  to  the  Wisconsin  State  Funeral  Directors'  Association 
and  the  Wisconsin  Retail  Furniture  Dealers'  Association  and  in  trade  circles 
is  prominent  and  popular,  his  contemporaries  and  colleagues  recognizing  him 
as  an  alert,  energetic  man,  who  expresses  in  his  interests  and  activities  the 
spirit  of  modem  business  progress. 


EDWARD  BEFFEL. 


Edward  Beflfel,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Beflfel  Furniture  &  Undertak- 
ing Company,  was  born  in  Racine,  April  13,  1879,  and  is  a  brother  of  W.  J. 
Beflfel,  mentioned  above.  He  pursued  his  education  by  attending  St.  Mary's 
parochial  school  and  the  public  schools  of  Racine,  taking  a  high  school  course. 
When  his  student  days  were  over  he  entered  the  furniture  business  and  has 
since  been  active  along  that  line.  He  joined  his  brother  as  successors  to*  their 
father  and  in  1914  the  business  was  reorganized  under  the  present  name. 
Theirs  is  a  large  establishment,  well  equipped  in  both  the  undertaking  and 
furniture  departments,  so  that  they  are  able  to  give  the  best  possible  service 
and  to  furnish  to  the  trade  all  that  is  attractive  in  the  line  of  modem  furniture 
both  of  domestic  and  foreign  manufacture. 
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In  November,  1912,  Mr.  Beffel  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Osius,  of  Racine. 
They  are  communicants  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Beffel  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Deuteher 
Club.  He  does  not  hold  to  party  affiliation  but  votes  independently,  nor  has 
he  ever  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office,  concentrating  his  energies  upon  his 
business  interests  in  a  manner  that  results  in  success. 


RACINE  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY. 

The  business  now  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Manufacturing 
Company  was  organized  about  1910  under  the  present  form  but  was  established 
about  1902  under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Novelty  Company  by  George  W. 
Jagers.  The  business  was  thus  conducted  until  December,  1909,  when  the 
plant  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  in  1910  the  company  was  reorganized  with 
George  W.  Jagers,  F.  K.  Bull  and  Fred  F.  Blandin'  as  the  incorporators.  Since 
that  time  changes  in  ownership  have  occurred  and  the  present  officers  are: 
John  Reid,  Jr.,  president ;  C.  F.  Bamdt,  vice  president,  and  F.  J.  Kidd,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  The  plant,  located  at  Sixth  and  Mead  streets,  is  devoted 
to  the  manufacture  of  automobile  bodies,  which  are  sold  all  over  the  United 
States.  The  factory  contains  five  hundred  thousand  square  feet  of  working 
space  and  there  are  three  four-story  buildings,  all  modern  in  construction,  sup- 
plied with  sprinkler  system  and  thoroughly  equipped  for  the  conduct  of  the 
business.  The  latest  improved  machinery  has  been  installed  and  the  work 
has  been  so  organized  and  systematized  that  there  is  no  waste  of  time,  labor 
or  material.  Co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  various  departments  and 
the  completion  and  assembling  of  the  parts  is  accomplished  in  the  shortest 
possible  time.  Something  of  the  magnitude  of  the  establishment  is  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  they  have  nine  hundred  employes  upon  the  payroll  and  most 
of  these  are  skilled  laborers.  The  greater  part  of  the  output  consists  of  auto- 
mobile bodies  for  high  grade  cars  and  these  are  used  by  a  score  or  more  of  the 
leading  automobile  manufacturers  of  the  country.  The  plant  is  usually  oper- 
ated to  its  full  capacity  and  within  its  walls  the  hum  of  industry  is  constantly 
heard,  the  undertaking  being  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the  commercial 
activity  and  upbuilding  of  Racine.  / 


F.  J.  KIDD. 


F.  J.  Kidd.  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Manufacturing  Company, 
is  thus  connected  with  one  of  the  leading  "manufacturing  interests  of  the  city 
and  that  he  has  a  large  share  in  the  control  and  management  of  the  under- 
taking is  indicative  of  liis  initiative  and  resourcefulness.  He  is  constantly 
alert  to  opportunities  which  bring  to  him  a  broader  outlook  and  he  carefully 
utilizes  every  chance  for  advancement.  Moreover,  his  business  interests  are 
of  a  character  which  contribute  to  public  prosperity  as  well  as  to  individual 
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success.  Mr.  Kidd  was  bom  at  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  16, 
1880,  a  son  of  A.  J.  and  Minnie  (Reynolds)  Kidd,  who  crossed  the  border 
into  the  United  States  in  1881  and  became  residents  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  business  as  a  furniture  manufacturer. 

P.  J.  Kidd  obtained  a  high  school  education  in  Buffalo,  his  training  being 
that  of  the  city  bred  boy  who  constantly  hears  the  call  of'  commercial  life. 
He  became  identified  with  the  iron  business  in  Buffalo,  securing  a  position 
in  the  Snow  steam  pump  works,  with  which  he  continued  until  his  removal 
to  Corliss,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  made  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Wisconsin  Engine  Company.  His  previous  training  and  experience  had  well 
qualified  him  for  duties  of  this  character  and  he  remained  active  in  the  suc- 
cessful management  of  the  business  until  1913,  when  he  resigned  to  become 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Manufacturing  Company,  which  is 
today  one  of  the  large  and  important  business  concerns  of  the  city,  furnishing 
employment  to  nine  hundred  workmen  in  the  manufacture  of  automobile 
bodies. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1904,  Mr.  Kidd  was  married  to  Miss  Harriett  Maltby, 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  they  have  two  children,  Alan  J.  and  Helen  H.  In 
Racine  the  family  is  widely  and  favorably  known,  the  parents  occupying 
an  enviable  position  in  social  circles,  while  the  warm-hearted  hospitality  of 
their  own  home  is  enjoyed  greatly  by  their  many  friends.  Mr.  Kidd  is  a 
republican  in  politics  and  is  a  Mason,  loyal  to  the  fraternity,  its  purposes 
and  its  teachings. 


JULIUS  T.  POSTER. 


Julius  T.  Foster,  chief  engineer  of  the  waterworks  of  Racine,  his  native 
city,  was  born  September  16,  1849,  his  parents  being  John  and  Elizabeth  (Hay- 
thorn)  Poster,  the  former  a  native  of  London,  while  the  latter  was  bom  in 
Ireland.  They  were  married,  however,  in  England  and  in  1845  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  becoming  residents  of  Racine.  The  father  was 
proprietor  of  the  Western  Hotel  and  so  continued  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1863.  The  business  was  then  continued  by  the  mother 
and  her  sons,  who  conducted  the  hotel  for  a  long  period,  and  Mrs.  Poster 
passed  a^ay  in  the  year  1894. 

Julius  T.  Poster  acquired  a  public  school  education  and  afterward  learned 
the  machinist's  trade,  which  he  followed  in  various  factories  here.  With  his 
increasing  ability  and  experience  he  won  advancement  from  time  to  time 
and  for  eleven  years  occupied  the  responsible  position  of  chief  engineer  of 
the  Case  Plow  Works.  Later  he  was  master  mechanic  for  the  Northern  Wis- 
consin Lumber  Company  for  four  years  and  in  1893  he  was  given  charge  of 
the  power  house  for  the  Racine  Street  Railway.  In  1898  he  became  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  Racine  Waterworks  and  has  so  continued  to  the  present  time,  cov- 
ering a  period  of  eighteen  years  It  is  a  splendid  record  of  capability  and  fidel- 
ity, his  long  connection  with  the  position  standing  in  incontrovertible  evidence 
of  his  worth  in  the  office. 
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In  1882  Mr.  Foster  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cornelia  Hayden,  of 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  George  L.  and  Mary  Hayden.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage  are :  Frank,  who  is  manager  of  the  Battery  Service 
Company  of  Racine;  Ruby,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Van  Duser,  a  traveling  man 
representing  the  Chicago  Creamery  Package  Company;  (leorge,  who  is  chief 
engineer  for  the  Racine  Trunk  Company ;  and  J.  R.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  oil 
business  under  the  name  of  the  J.  R.  Foster  Oil  Company. 

In  politics  Mr.  Foster  is  a  republican  but  never  seeks  nor  desires  the  rewards 
of  office  in  recognition  of  his  party  fealty.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
Racine  Lodge,  No.  18,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  also  taken  the  Chapter  degrees 
in  Masonry,  while  of  the  Eastern  Star  he  is  a  past  patron.  He  is  likewise  past 
chancellor  of  Racine  Lodge,  No.  32,  K.  P.,  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  is  a  past  president  of  the  National  Association  of 
Stationary  Engineers.  Marked  ability  has  brought  him  prominently  to  the 
front  in  this  connection.  He  understands  every  phase  of  his  work  both  in 
principle  and  detail,  having  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  scientific  phases 
of  engineering  as  well  as  the  practical  elements  of  the  business,  and  there  is 
perhaps  no  official  of  Racine  who  has  been  so  long  in  public  office,  while  the 
record  of  none  has  been  more  faultless  in  honor  and  stainless  in  reputation. 


HENRICKSEN  &  JACOBSON. 

Henricksen  &  Jacobson  is  the  firm  name  of  a  well  known  commercial  enter- 
prise of  Racine,  organized  on  the  first  of  October,  1910,  by  H.  M.  Henricksen 
and  Jacob  Jacobson.  Although  it  has  been  in  existence  for  but  a  few  years  , 
its  business  has  grown  steadily  and  has  now  become  of  a  very  substantial 
character.  The  business  was  first  located  at  No.  1309  Mound  avenue.  On  the 
first  of  September,  1915,  a  removal  was  made  to  No.  1200  State  street.  The 
firm  are  wholesale  jobbers  in  groceries  of  which  they  carry  a  large  line,  includ- 
ing butterine,  butter,  eggs  and  cheese,  and  their  trade  now  extends  over 
Racine  and  Kenosha  counties.  They  have  one  traveling  representative  and 
the  members  of  the  firm  are  themselves  busily  engaged  in  promoting  the  trade 
relations  of  the  house,  the  business  already  having  reached  very  satisfactory 
proportions. 


HENRY  M.  HENRICKSEN. 

Henry  M.  Henricksen,  tlie  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Henricksen  &  Jacob- 
son,  wholesale  jobbers  in  groceries,  in  Racine,  is  classed  with  the  progressive 
young  business  men  of  this  city  in  which  his  entire  life  has  been  passed.  He 
was  born  in  Racine,  September  12,  1888,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Cena  (Niel- 
sen) Henricksen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Denmark,  in  which  country 
they  remained  until  1886  and  then  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  set- 
tling in  Racine.    During  the  early  period  of  his  residence  in  this  country  the 
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father  followed  farming  and  lived  on  the  Rapids  road  conducting  a  berry 
farm,  but  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Horlick 
Malted  Milk  Company. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof  Henry  M.  Henricksen  began  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  afterward  continued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools 
of  Chicago.  He  started  in  the  business  world  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  and 
was  thus  engaged  until  he  began  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  jobber  in 
groceries.  In  this  connection  he  has  built  up  a  trade  of  large  and  gratifying 
proportions  being  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Henricksen  &  Jacobson,  whole- 
sale jobbers,  handling  groceries,  butterine,  butter,  eggs  and  cheese,  with  a 
trade  that  covers  both  Racine  and  Kenosha  coimties. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1914,  Mr.  Henricksen  was  married  to  Miss  Edna  L. 
Christensen,  and  they  have  a  son,  Oeorge  Milton.  Mr.  Henricksen  votes  inde- 
pendently and  in  matters  of  citizenship  maintains  a  progressive  attitude,  sup- 
porting all  those  plans  and  measures  which  are  of  most  value  to  his  community. 
He  holds  membership  with  the  United  Commercial  Travelers  and  with  the 
Commercial  Club  and  that  he  is  deeply  interested  in  the  moral  development 
of  the  city  is  indicated  in  his  membership  i|j  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  His  life  is  an  expres- 
sion of  high  and  honorable  principles  and  his  purposes  find  practical  ful- 
fillment. 


JACOB  JACOBSON. 


Jacob  Jacobson,  a  member  of  the  wholesale  jobbing  firm  of  Henricksen  & 
Jacobson,  of  Racine,  was  bom  on  the  31st  of  October,  1887,  in  the  city  in  which 
he  still  makes  his  home  and  comes  of  Norwegian  ancestry,  representing  in  his 
life  many  of  the  sterling  traits  of  the  people  of  the  land  of  the  midnight  sun. 
His  parents  were  Andrew  and  Mary  E.  (Kittilsen)  Jacobson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Norway.  When  young  people  they  came  to  Racine,  arriving 
in  1883  and  here  they  were  married.  The  father  was  always  a  seaman  and 
became  captain  of  the  G.  Ellen  and  later  of  the  Henry  Cowles.  He  was  also  mate 
of  the  Minnie  Mueller  and  was  captain  of  the  J.  B.  Newland.  Of  each  of 
these  boats  he  was  part  owner  and  he  sailed  all  over  the  lakes,  continuing  to 
sail  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  November  12, 1911.  His  widow 
survives  and  still  makes  her  home  in  Racine. 

After  obtaining  a  public  school  education  in  this  city  Jacob  Jacobson 
started  in  the  business  world  as  an  employe  at  the  plant  of  the  Fish  Wagon 
C6mpany  and  was  with  that  concern  until  the  business  was  closed  out  in  the 
year  1914.  He  had  become  interested  in  the  jobbing  grocery  business,  enter- 
ing into  partnership  with  H.  M.  Henricksen,  and  now  concentrates  his  efforts 
upon  the  further  development  of  their  trade,  which  has  grown  rapidly  and 
points  to  further  success. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1914,  Mr.  Jacobson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Gertrude  Amundsen,  of  Milwaukee,  daughter  of  Ed  and  Hannah  Amundsen. 
They  have  one  child,  Mildred  Edna.     The  parents  hold  membership  in  the 
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Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  Mr.  Jacobson's  further  activity  in 
behalf  of  the  moral  progress  of  the  community  is  indicated  in  his  membership 
in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  In  politics  he  votes  somewhat  inde- 
pendently, preferring  the  republican  principles,  with  the  belief  that  the  plat- 
form of  the  party  contains  the  best  element  of  good  government.  He  has 
membership  with  the  United  Commercial  Travelers  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Commercial  Club.  He  is  a  typical  American  citizen  possessed  of  com- 
mendable ambition  along  business  lines  and  at  the  same  time  recognizing  his 
duties  and  obligations  in  citizenship  so  that  he  lends  active  aid  and  support 
to  those  branches  which  are  working  for  the  further  development  and  upbuild- 
ing of  city,  state  and  country. 


F.  J.  GREENE  ENGINEERING  WORKS. 

There  are  not  many  hours  in  which  the  ring  of  hammer  and  steel  does  not 
waken  the  echoes  in  Racine  and  the  name  of  the  city  has  become  to  the  outside 
world  a  synonym  for  unflagging  industry.  Various  successful  industrial  con- 
cerns have  contributed  to  the  reputation  of  the  city  in  this  regard.  The  F.  J. 
Greene  Engineering  Works  have  been  in  existence  since  1892,  when  the  business 
was  established  by  Fred  and  George  Hodges  under  the  firm  style  of  Hodges  & 
Son.  Two  years  later,  or  in  1894,  F.  J.  Greene  purchased  an  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness and  about  1902  he  bought  out  George  Hodges,  at  which  time  the  firm  style 
of  Hodges  &  Greene  was  assumed.  That  relation  was  continued  until  1904, 
when  Mr.  Greene  purchased  the  interest  of  Fred  Hodges,  since  \vhich  time  the 
business  has  been  carried  on  under  the  style  of  the  F.  J.  Greene  Engineering 
Works.  The  plant  is  located  at  the  comer  of  Douglas  and  Prospect  streets. 
The  property  is  two  hundred  and  fifteen  by  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  and 
the  three  story  buildings  are  all  mill  construction,  supplied  with  sprinkler 
system.  They  have  sixty  or  more  employes  and  they  manufacture  special  ma- 
chinery, also  fabricate  structural  iron  work.  In  addition  they  do  general  job 
work  and  repairing,  having  a  completely  equipped  machine  shop.  Their  busi- 
ness also  includes  electric  plating  of  all  kinds,  stamping  and  screw  machine 
work  and  they  contract  for  the  fabricatiou  and  erection  of  steel  buildings. 
They  have  furnished  steel  and  erected  most  of  the  steel  buildings  in  Racine 
that  have  been  erected  in  the  past  few  years  and  also  important  structures  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  ^ 


FREDERICK  J.  GREENE. 

For  twenty-two  years  Frederick  J.  Greene  has  been  an  active  representative 
of  the  industrial  life  of  Racine  and  in  his  business  career  he  has  eagerly  em- 
braced the  opportunities  leading  to  success.  Never  content  to  wait  for  the 
favors  which  fortune  might  bring,  he  has  worked  diligently  and  has  earned 
the  rewards  of  earnest,  self-denying  labor.    Racine  county  numbers  him  among 
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her  native  sons.  He  was  born  at  Berryville,  this  county,  March  15,  1869,  a  son 
of  Melville  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Collins)  Greene,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont 
and  New  York,  respectively.  Removing  westward  they  became  early  residents 
of  Racine  county,  where  for  many  years  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming,  but  he  has  now  departed  this  life.    His  widow,  however,  still  survives. 

Frederick  J.  Greene  acquired  a  public  school  education  in  the  district  schools 
near  his  father's  home  and  was  reared  to  farm  work,  but  thinking  to  find  other 
pursuits  more  congenial  than  the  tasks  of  plowing,  planting  and  harvesting, 
he  began  learning  the  machinist's  trade,  working  in  the  plant  of  the  J.  I.  Case 
Threshing  Machine  Company  until  1894,  when  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
firm  of  Hodges  &  Son.  From  that  time  forward  he  has  been  active  in  the 
management  and  control  of  the  business  and  gradually  he  took  over  the  inter- 
ests of  his  partners,  first  buying  out  the  father  and  afterward  the  son.  The 
business  is  now  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  F.  J.  Greene  Engineering 
Works  and  Mr.  Greene  is  most  busily  employed  in  planning,  managing  and 
controlling  the  interests  of  this  establishment. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1898,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Greene  and  Miss 
Minnie  McClellan,  of  Racine,  and  to  them  have  been  bom  four  children :  Car- 
lyle,  Bemice,  Grace  and  Jeanette.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  Mr.  Greene  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  to  the  Royal  League.  His  political  endorsement  is  given  to  the  republican 
party  and  he  studies  thoroughly  those  questions  which  are  of  vital  interest  in 
settling  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  but  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office, 
preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business  interests.  However, 
he  served  on  the  board  of  supervisors  at  one  time. 


JENS  C.  JENSEN. 


Jens  C.  Jensen,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Jensen  Brothers  Dry  Goods 
Store,  was  active  in  incorporating  this  business  in  1912,  but  for  many  years 
before  had  been  closely  associated  with  commercial  activity  in  this  city.  He 
had  come  to  the  United  States  in  1872  when  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years  and 
in  the  spring  of  1875,  when  twenty- two  y-ears  of  age  arrived  in  Racine.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Denmark,  September  11, 1852,  his  parents  being  C.  and  Maria 
Jensen,  who  were  natives  of  that  country  and  there  spent  their  entire  lives. 
Reared  and  educated  in  Denmark,  Jens  C.  Jensen  determined  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  the  United  States  when  nineteen  years  of  age  and  in  1872  sailed 
for  the  new  world.  He  spent  six  months  in  Connecticut  and  then  removed 
westward  to  Kenosha  where  he  obtained  a  clerkship  in  a^  dry  goods  store,  con- 
tinuing ^here  until  the  spring  of  1875  when  he  arrived  in  Racine.  Here  he 
also  engaged  in  clerking  until  1881  but  it  was  his  firm  purpose  to  engage  in 
business  on  his  own  account  and  with  that  end  in  view  he  carefully  saved  his 
earnings  until  he  was  able  to  form  a  partnership  and  establish  a  store.  He 
became  associated  with  Jacob  Stoffel  under  the  firm  style  of  Jensen  &  Stoffel 
and  they  opened  a  store,  which  they  conducted  until  1887.  In  that  year  Mr. 
Jensen  disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  partner  and  removed  to  California,  where 
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he  spent  five  years  as  a  dry  goods  clerk.  In  1892  he  returned  to  Racine  and 
again  opened  a  store  on  his  own  account  at  No.  1006  State  street,  being  joined 
by  his  brother  H.  P.  Jensen  as  a  partner.  Their  relations  continued  until  1910 
when  the  brother  sold  out  and  retired  from  active  business.  In  1902  the  firm 
erected  a  building  fifty-two  by  one  hundred  feet  at  No.  1012  to  1016  State 
street.  This  is  a  two-story  structure.  The  dry  goods  business  occupies  a  store 
with  thirty  feet  frontage,  while  the  remainder  is  rented  to  the  Farmers  & 
Merchants  State  Bank.  In  1912  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  the  Jensen  Brothers  Dry  Goods  Company  with  Jens  C.  Jensen  as  the 
president  and  treasurer ;  George  Jensen  as  the  vice  president  and  Kate  Jensen 
as  the  secretary.  They  carry  a  large  line  of  dry  goods,  carpets  and  rugs  and 
their  patronage  has  been  steadily  growing  as  the  years  have  gone  by,  their 
business  being  now  large  and  profitable. 

In  1880  Mr.  Jensen  was  married  to  Miss  Maggie  Williams,  of  Racine,  a 
daughter  of  Owen  Williams,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  this  city 
and  of  Welsh  descent.  Mrs.  Jensen  passed  away  in  California  in  1888  leaving 
three  daughters :  Jessie  C,  Louise  M.,  and  Eate,  all  yet  at  home.  Mr.  Jensen 
belongs  to  the  Danish  Society  of  Racine  and  for  the  past  forty-three  years 
has  been  a  loyal  member  of  the.  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  votes 
with  the  republican  party  when  national  questions  are  involved,  but  at  local 
elections  where  there  is  no  political  issues  before  the  people  he  casts  an  inde- 
pendent ballot.  He  is  a  loyal  American  citizen.  There  is  none  of  the  "hyphen- 
ated" spirit  in  his  allegiance  to  his  adopted  country.  He  feels  that  he  owes 
much  to  this  land  and  its  opportunities  and  it  has  been  through  the  wise  and 
earnest  use  of  these  opportunities  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  work  his  way 
upward  to  success,  being  now  one  of  the  prosperous  merchants  of  his  adopted 
city. 


CHARLES  0.  JOHNSON. 

Charles  0.  Johnson,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  section  14,  Norway  town- 
ship, is  classed  as  one  of  the  popular  and  highly  esteemed  residents  of  his  com- 
munity and  his  friends  have  reason  to  know  that  he  merits  their  regard,  for 
his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  this  locality.  He  was  born  March  4,  1857,  in 
Norway  township,  a  brother  of  H.  P.  Johnson,  in  connection  with  whose  biog- 
raphy on  another  page  of  this  work  there  appears  mention  of  their  parents 
and  the  family. 

Charles  O.  Johnson  obtained  a  district  school  education  and  then  took  up 
the  occupation  of  farming,  at  first  purchasing  one  himdred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  following  his  father's  death.  Subsequently  he  bought  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  more,  eighty  acres  on  the  marsh  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  South  Dakota.  He  has  made  most  of  this  through  his  own  effort  and 
has  erected  all  of  the  buildings  upon  his  place,  now  having  one  of  the  most 
attractive  and  best  improved  farm  properties  in  Norway  tOHTiship.  He  has  care- 
fully cleared  the  land  and  tilled  the  fields.  The  place  is  rolling,  thus  furnish- 
ing ample  drainage,  and  he  utilizes  the  most  modern  methods  in  the  care  and 
development  of  the  property.    Stock  raising  and  dairying  are  features  of  his 
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place.  He  owns  a  registered  Holstein  bull  and  milks  seventeen  cows,  sending 
the  milk  to  the  Farmers  Creamery.  There  is  a  large  silo  upon  his  place,  so 
that  his  stock  are  provided  with  green  food  through  the  winter  months.  He 
studies  the  most  progressive  methods  of  caring  for  his  herd  and  also  of  develop- 
ing his  fields  and  his  success  is  a  demonstration  of  the  value  of  modern  scien- 
tific farming. 

Mr.  Johnson  Jives  with  his  two  sisters,  Caroline  Julia  and  Sarah  Elizabeth, 
and  theirs  is  an  attractive  and  well  kept  home.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Johnson  is  a  republican,  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day, 
but  he  has  never  held  nor  sought  office.  He  is,  however,  a  well  read  man  upon 
all  current  questions  and,  moreover,  he  is  well  liked — a  fact  which  indicates 
the  possession  of  sterling  traits  of  character.  His  success  is  justly  merited,  for 
it  has  come  to  him  as  the  reward  of  persistent,  earnest  and  intelligently  directed 
effort. 


HENRY  P.  MOERS. 


Henry  P.  Moers  is  the  senior  partner  of  the  Moers-Brandow  Company, 
dealers  in  paints  and  wall  paper  and  contractors  in  painting  and  decorating. 
In  this  connection  they  are  widely  known,  for  their  work  is  of  an  important 
character,  representing  some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  decorative  art  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  Increasing  ability  has  brought  Mr.  Moers  to  the  creditable 
and  enviable  position  which  he  now  occupies.  He  was  bom  in  Preeport, 
niinois,  October  31,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Louisa  (Meyer)  Moers, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in 
the  '40s  and  the  father  worked  at  the  trade  of  horseshoeing,  which  he  had 
previously  learned,  but  both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 

Spending  his  youthful  days  at  the  family  home  in  Preeport,  Henry  P. 
Moers  there  pursued  his  education  through  consecutive  grades  in  the  public 
schools  until  he  became  a  high  school  pupil.  He  started  out  in  the  business 
world  as  a  clerk  in  a  paint  and  wall  paper  store  in  Preeport  and  thus  became 
acquainted  with  the  trade.  In  1892  he  removed  to  Racine  and  secured  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Buflfham  paint  store,  there  remaining  for  nine  years.  He  next 
established  a  paint  shop  of  his  own,  which  he  conducted  for  a  few  years,  and 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1908,  he  joined  James  Pritchard  and  W.  H.  Brandow  in 
purchasing  the  Ticknor  paint  and  wall  paper  house  at  313  Sixth  street.  This 
partnership  was  continued  until  1910  when  Mr.  Pritchard  sold  out  and  the 
business  has  since  been  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Moers-Brandow  Com- 
pany, carrying  a  general  line  of  paints  and  wall  paper  and  doing  contract 
work  in  painting  and  decorating.  Their  work  is  of  a  most  artistic  character, 
agreeable  to  the  eye  and  displaying  correct  taste.  They  did  the  decorating 
for  the  Bijou  theatre,  the  Palace  theatre,  the  Welsh  church  and  in  nearly  all 
of  the  best  residences  of  the  city,  and  they  employ  from  eighteen  to  thirty 
men  in  the  busy  season. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1903,  Mr.  Moers  was  married  to  Miss  Estella  Austin, 
who  was  born  in  Wyocena,  Wisconsin,  and  they  have  one  child,  Alice  Jeanette. 
Mrs.  Moers  attends  the  Pirst  Baptist  church.    They  are  well  known  socially 
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and  the  hospitality  of  their  home,  is  greatly  enjoyed  by  their  many  friends. 
Mr.  Moers  belongs  to.  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Commercial  Club,  while  along  the  line  of  his  business  activities 
he  has  connection  with  ihe  Retail  Merchants'  Association,  the  Master  Painters' 
Association  and  the  Builders'  Club.  He  has  directed  his  efforts  along  those 
lines  for  which  he  is  well  equipped.  He  has  taste  and  talent  in  his  chosen 
field  and  his  inherent  powers  have  not  only  been  carefully  cultivated  but  have 
also  been  supplemented  by  the  knowledge  which  study  and  experience  bring. 


CHARLES  P.  BARNDT. 

Charles  F.  Barndt  is  considered,  a  valuable  addition  to  the  business  circles 
of  Racine,  with  which  he  became  identified  in  October,  1913,  when  he  removed 
to  this  city  and  entered  into  active  trade  relations  here  as  the  vice  president 
and  factory  manager  of  the  Racine  Manufacturing  Company.  He  was  bom 
in  a  suburb  of  Philadelphia  on  the  6th  of  April,  1876,  a  son  of  John  G.  and 
Annie  M.  (Clymer)  Barndt.  The  father  was  a  carriage  builder  who  for  many 
years  was  connected  with  the  business  but  is  now  living  retired  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  He  has  long  been  a  race  horse  fancier  and  still  has  a 
stable  of  fine  horses.  He  formed  an  acquaintance  with  J.  I.  Case  through 
their  mutual  interests  in  race  horses  and  they  became  firm  friends.  In  tracing 
the  ancestry  of  the  Barndt  family  it  is  seen  that  they  are  descended  from  two 
brothers  of  Scotch  birth,  one  of  whom  remained  in  Philadelphia,  while  the 
other  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  days  of  Indian  occupancy  in  this  state,  secur- 
ing land  from  the  government  about  twelve  miles  northwest  of  Milwaukee. 
The  journey  westward  was  made  with  teams  and  the  two  families,  the  one 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  other  of  Wisconsin,  did  not  know  each  other  until 
a  recent  date. 

After  mastering  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  public  schools. 
Charles  F.  Brandt  also  attended  a  private  school  of  Philadelphia,  spending 
three  years  as  a  student  in  Brunner's  Seminary.  Later*  he  pursued  a  course  in 
mechanical  drafting  in  New  York  and  he  received  practical  business  training 
as  an  apprentice  to  the  carriage  maker's  trade  in  his  father's  factory,  where 
he  mastered  the  business  with  thoroughness,  acquainting  himself  with  the 
trade  in  principle  and  detail.  He  afterward  went  to  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  F.  F.  Clymer  Company  as  a  designer  and 
draftsman,  continuiilg  there  for  a  year  and  a  half.  He  next  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Columbus  Buggy  Company  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  as  a  designer 
and  superintendent  of  construction  and  for  ten  years  was  thus  connected  with 
that  establishment.  In  October,  1913,  he  came  to  Racine  as  vice  president 
and  factory  manager  of  the  Racine  Manufacturing  Company.  His  thorough 
understanding  of  the  business  in  it^  various  departments  has  been  one  of 
the  potent  forces  in  the  success  of  this  undertaking.  He  has  had  broad  prac- 
tical experience  and  knows  the  business  in  every  phase  and  detail ;  therefore. 
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working  along  well  defined  lines,  he  lays  his  plans  carefully  and  directs  his 
efforts  successfully. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1900,  Mr.  Barndt  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha  T. 
Rosenberger,  of  Philadelphia.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  United  Commercial  Travelers.  lie 
studies  the  conditions  and  questions  of  citizenship  and  votes  independently, 
not  caring  to  ally  himself  with  any  party  and  pledge  his  allegiance  thereto. 
Thoroughness  characterizes  him  in  every  undertaking  and  what  he  purposes 
he  accomplishes.  He  early  learned  to  be  a  correct  judge  of  materials  and 
workmanship  and  is  thus  able  to  direct  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  in  his 
service,  knowing  what  each  man  should  accomplish  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  should  be  done.  He  is  thus  especially  well  qualified  to  control  the 
factory-  interests  and  he  also  has  the  executive  power  which  makes  his  judg- 
ment a  valued  asset  in  the  management  of  the  business. 


EDWARD  BRICE. 


Edward  Brice  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  situated  on  section  7  of 
Raymond  township  and  thereon  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  dairying.  His  birth  occurred  in  Raymond  township,  De- 
cember 2,  1858,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Alice  (Drought)  Brice.  The 
mother  was  a  native  of  Ireland  but  was  only  two  weeks  old  when  she  was 
brought  by  her  family  to  the  new  world.  Her  parents  first  settled  in 
Canada,  where  they  remained  until  she  was  twelve  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Brice 
then  came  to  Racine  county  with  her  brother,  making  the  journey  in  an 
ox  cart.  The  entire  district  was  wild  and  undeveloped  and  the  Indians  were 
still  numerous  in  the  neighborhood.  There  was  much  wild  game  to  be  had 
and  the  entire  district  was  covered  with  its  native  growth  of  timber  and 
grasses.  The  brother  built  a  log  house  and  prepared  the  place  for  his  par- 
ents who  came  the  following  year.  Thomas  Brice,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  Ireland  and  on  coming  to  the  new  world  spent  a  year  at  Coney 
Island,  after  which  he  removed  to  Racine  county.  He  was  about  sixty-five 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  1824  while 
in  1889  he  passed  away.  His  wife,  who  was  bom  in  1825,  died  in  1908,  hav- 
ing reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three  years.  In  their  family  were 
eleven  children,  of  whom  the  following  are  yet  living :  Emily,  the  widow  of 
Joseph  Field  and  a  resident  of  Manistee,  Michigan;  Jane,  who  married  John 
Mathias  and  after  his  death  was  married  to  Wesley  Ash  but  is  again  a  widow 
and  makes  her  home  in  Raymond  township;  Eliza,  the  widow  of  William 
Killips,  of  Waukesha  county;  Amelia,  Edward;  Sherman,  who  married 
Eliza  West  and  after  her  death  married  Matilda  Christensen,  his  home  being 
in  Raymond  township;  and  Frank.  In  his  political  views  the  father  was  a 
stalwart  republican,  always  giving  earnest  support  to  the  party.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Baptist  church  while  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Both  were  early  pioneers  in  this  district  although  Mrs. 
Brice  was  here  for  some  years  before  her  husband's  arrival,  coming  in  1838 
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almost  before  the  seeds  of  civilization  had  been  planted  in  the  district  There 
was  no  phase  of  frontier  life  with  which  she  was  not  familiar — the  log  cabin 
with  its  fireplace  and  tallow  candles  and  the  uncut  forests.  All  these  were 
features  of  the  district  when  she  arrived  and  her  father,  George  Drought, 
who  came  the  following  year,  bore  an  active  part  in  promoting  the  pioneer 
development  of  the  region. 

Edward  Brice  obtained  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  worked 
on  the  farm  through  the  summer  months,  the  winter  seasons  being  devotod 
to  the  acquirement  of  his  education.  When  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he 
gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming  and  following  his  mother's  death  he 
and  his  sister  and  brother  purchased  the  old  home  place  on  which  he  yet 
makes  his  home.  The  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  six  acres  of  rich  and 
productive  land  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  where 
his  practical  and  progressive  methods  are  manifest  in  the  excellent  crops 
which  he  annually  raises.  He  has  put  up  new  buildings  and  part  of  the 
modem  equipment  of  his  place  is  a  large  silo.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  does  some  dairying  and  both  branches  of  his  business  are  prov- 
ing profitable.  In  fact  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  farm  he  displays  sound 
judgment  and  unfaltered  enterprise  and  his  success  is  the  result  of  his  labors. 
In  politics  he  is  a  republican  but  is  inclined  to  the  independent  forces  and 
he  has  never  sought  nor  desired  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  entire 
time  and  attention  on  his  chosen  occupation. 


A.  H.  THOMAS. 


A.  H.  Thomas,  occupying  an  attractive  and  beautiful  residence  at  the  comer 
of  Ninth  street  and  Grand  avenue,  in  Racine,  is  widely  known  throughout  the 
middle  west  in  connection  with  engineering  and  contract  work,  and  in  fact  his 
reputation  in  this  connection  extends  much  farther  than  the  states  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley.  His  pronounced  ability  and  indefatigable  energy  are  the  basic 
principles  of  his  success.  He  was  born  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  October  1,  1871, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  P.  and  Emma  (Vogel)  Thomas.  The  father,  a  marine 
engineer,  devoted  his  life  to  that  business,  but  both  he  and  his  wife  have  now  - 
passed  away. 

After  acquiring  a  public  school  education  A.  H.  Thomas  turned  his  attention 
to  the  heating  and  ventilator  business  and  eventually  became  an  engineer 
and  contractor.  He  was  associated  with  the  firm  of  B.  P.  Sturtevant  &  Com- 
pany of  Chicago  as  superintendent  of  construction  for  about  twelve  years 
and  as  their  representative  did  work  throughout  the  middle  west.  In  1906 
he  came  to  Racine  and  was  with  the  O.  C.  Davis  Company  for  two  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  has  so 
continued  since  1908.  He  does  factory,  school  and  public  building  work  and  his 
services  are  in  demand  throughout  the  middle  west.  He  has  his  main  office  at 
No.  708  Ninth  street,  Racine,  and  he  employs  as  many  as  twenty  skilled  work- 
men. He  takes  only  large  contracts  and  did  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  work  for  the  state  of  Michigan  on  the  State  University  and 
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the  Traverse  City  Hospital.  His  contracts  have  taken  him  as  far  west  as 
Dakota  and  east  to  the  Atlantic  coast  and  his  work  is  ever  of  the  highest  grade. 
In  April,  1896,  Mr.  Thomas  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  McCabe,  of  Detroit, 
and  their  children  are  Norman  and  Raymond,  who  are  in  business  with  their 
father.  Mr.  Thomas  has  never  become  a  partisan  politician  but  maintains  an 
independent  attitude  in  the  exercise  of  his  right  of  franchise.  He  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  taken  the  degrees  of  lodge  and  chapter, 
and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Eagles. 
An  analyzation  of  his  life  work  shows  that  diligence  and  determination  have 
been  the  basis  of  his  success  and  by  perseverance  and  determination  he  has 
overcome  the  obstacles  which  have  barred  his  path  to  prosperity. 


RELIANCE  AUTOMATIC  LIGHTING  COMPANY. 

With  the  development  of  the  electrical  industry  there  have  sprung  up  vari- 
ous enterprises  having  to  do  with  lighting  equipment  and  such  a  concern  is 
the  Reliance  Automatic  Lighting  Company,  which  was  organized  in  Warren, 
Ohio,  in  1909,  but  removed  its  business  to  Racine  in  1911.  The  concern  is 
owned  and  operated  by  Benjamin  F.  Flegel,  who  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  an  automatic  time  switch,  a  clock  apparatus  for  turning  lights  on  and  off 
at  prearranged  times  for  store  signs,  windows  and  apartment  house  hall 
lights,  etc.,  operating  on  one,  two  or  three  circuits.  The  device  is  most  simple 
and  reliable  and  is  the  cheapest  machine  of  the  kind  on  the  market.  The  plant 
has  had  an  average  annual  increase  of  forty  per  cent  in  its  business.  Mr.  Flegel 
embarked  in  this  undertaking  with  a  borrowed  capital  of  five  hundred  dollars 
and  something  of  the  rapid  and  substantial  growth  of  the  business  is  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  he  is  now  clearing  over  ten  thousand  dollars  annually.  He  has 
invented  and  perfected  a  number  of  other  articles  which  are  proving  of  worth 
and  his  skill,  ingenuity  and  business  enterprise  are  proving  the  substantial 
basis  upon  which  he  is  building  his  prosperity. 


BENJAMIN  F.  FLEGEL. 

Benjamin  F.  Flegel,  the  organizer  and  promoter  of  the  Reliance  Automatic 
Lighting  Company  of  Racirje,  was  born  near  Portage,  Wisconsin,  August  28, 
1878,  a  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Alice  (Neef )  Flegel.  The  father  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade  but  the  family  lived  upon  a  farm  during  the  early  boyhood  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Flegel,  who  began  his  education  in  the  district  schools.  In  1887,  the 
father  removed  with  his  family  to  Tomahawk,  Wisconsin,  so  that  he  continued 
his  education  there  as  a  public  school  pupil.  When  fourteen  years  of  age,  how- 
ever, he  started  out  to  earn  his  own  living  and  secured  employment  as  a  watch- 
maker and  for  fifteen  years  was  connected  with  the  jewelry  business.  In  1899  he 
came  to  Racine  and  worked  for  Charles  Lovell,  a  jeweler,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued for  two  years.    In  1901  he  bought  out  Mr.  Lovell  and  continued  in  the 
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jewelry  business  until  1908,  after  which  he  went  east  and  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacturing  business  as  a  manufacturer  of  fishing  tackle.  He  is  himself  a 
noted  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton  and  holds  the  world's  record  for  long  distance 
casting.  The  record,  which  he  made  on  the  5th,  6th  and  7th  of  September,  1914, 
was  for  a  half  ounce,  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  feet  and  one  inch ;  for  a 
quarter  ounce,  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  feet  and  five  inches,  both  being 
for  an  average  of  five  casts.  Both  of  these  are  world's  records.  He  used 
tackle  of  his  own  design  and  his  tackle  is  now  manufactured  on  a  royalty 
basis.  In  1909  he  organized  the  Reliance  Automatic  Lighting  Company  in 
Warren,  Ohio,  and  in  1911  removed  the  plant  to  Racine.  The  plant  for  the 
switch  has  a  capacity  of  eighteen  himdred  machines  per  year  and  shipments 
are  made  all  over  the  United  States  and  to  various  points  abroad. 

On  the  2nd  of  July,  1901,  Mr.  Flegel  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  Basinger, 
of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Volney  and  Mary  (Burdick)  Basinger,  who  were  early 
settlers  of  this  city,  where  her  father  engaged  in  the  livery  business.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Flegel  have  been  bom  two  children :  Volney  Benjamin,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  June,  1902,  and  who  died  aged  one  year  and  ten  months;  and 
Dean  Franklin,  who  was  bom  in  Ohio  in  September,  1907. 

Mr.  Flegel  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  business  circles  of  Racine  and 
also  has  a  most  extensive  acquaintance  among  sportsmen  who  make  fishing 
their  chief  source  of  recreation.  Cordial  and  genial  in^  disposition,  he  wins 
friends  wherever  he  goes  and  has  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated. 


JOHN  MARTIN. 


John  Martin,  who  passed  away  in  Racine  in  1900  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  carpentering.  He  was  bora  in 
England  on  the  13th  of  April,  1826,  and  at  an  early  age  came  to  America  with 
his  parents,  the  family  locating  in  New  York  city.  There  he  attended  school 
and  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  in  which  he  became  unusually  proficient 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  came  to  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  and  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Yorkville  township,  on  which  he  resided  for 
eight  years.  He  then  removed  to  Racine,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1900.  He  erected  many  buildings  in  this  county  and  gained  an  en- 
viable reputation  for  fine  workmanship  and  reliability.  He  was  a  poet  of  some 
note  and  many  of  his  poems  have  been  published. 

Mr.  Martin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  De  Hule,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  namely :  Thomas,  deceased ;  William,  a  resident 
of  California;  Samuel,  deceased;  Emily,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Willis  Collins  of 
Minnesota;  Anna  Maria,  now  Mrs.  Buckley;  Mary  S.,  the  wife  of  Edward 
Connor,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri ;  Thirza  Jane  Alice,  deceased ;  Frances  Ros- 
altha,  the  wife  of  Robert  Green,  of  Racine ;  Lilly  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Edward 
Thorpe,  of  Marshfield ;  Harriet  Le  Roy,  the  wife  of  George  B.  Freeman ;  and 
Genevieve  Annette,  deceased. 
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Mr.  Martin  supported  the  republican  party  at  the  polls  and  took  a  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  although  not  an  office  seeker.  He  held 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  the  teachings  of  which  he 
conformed  his  life.  He  had  a  wide  acquaintance,  and  his  genuine  worth  is 
attested  by  the  fact  that  those  who  were  most  intimately  associated  with  him 
were  his  warmest  friends.    His  wife  died  in  1871. 

His  daughter,  Anna  Maria,  was  born  on  the  26th  of  April,  1855,  and  ac- 
quired her  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Racine  county.  She  remained 
at  home  until  her  marriage  when,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1871,  she  became 
the  wife  of  Armitag^  Buckley,  a  son  of  James  and  Sarah  Buckley.  For  many 
years  Armitage  Buckley  was  a  well  known  agriculturist  of  this  county,  but  is 
now  living  retired  in  Racine.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  man  of 
excellent  character  and  is.  well  known  for  his  sterling  qualities  throughout 
Racine  and  Kenosha  counties.  Mrs.  Buckley  possesses  marked  literary  ability 
and  has  written  in  all  about  two  hundred  poems,  eighty-three  of  which  were 
published  in  book  form.  She  generously  gave  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  these 
volumes  to  charity.  She  received  the  inspiration  for  her  writings  from  her 
life  in  the  country,  being  sensitive  to  the  beauty  of  her  surroundings.  Her 
sisters,  Mrs.  Green,  Mrs.  Thorpe  and  Mrs.  Freeman,  have  also  written  poems  of 
merit.    Among  M^s.  Buckley's  poems  the  following  is  one  of  her  favorites: 

DREAMS  OF  MY  CHILDHOOD. 

Oh,  the  home  of  my  youth  in  my  fancy  I  see. 

Still  dear  in  my  memory  to  me. 
The  bright  flowing  stream  with  its  borders  of  green. 

As  it  sped  gently  on  to  the  sea. 

'Neath  the  blue  vault  of  Heaven  stood  the  old  cabin  home — 

'Twas  there  I  in  infancy  played — 
Through  the  half-open  door  and  vine-covered  porch 

Stood  a  form  that  now  sleeps  *neath  the  shade. 

'Twas  the  form  of  my  mother,  so  loving  and  true. 

Still  young  in  my  memory  today ; 
Through  that  half-open  door  her  form  I  still  see. 

And  the  path  where  so  often  we  strayed. 

And  the  sweet  singing  bird  at  morning's  first  dawn, 

As  then  would  my  slumbers  awake. 
Would  thrill  me  with  joy  and  unspeakable  love. 

Which  from  me  no  mortal  can  take. 

No  harp  half  so  sweet  as  the  Bobolink's  call. 

No  music  so  soothing  and  dear. 
As  the  Robin's  sad  note  and  Bluebird's  song. 

As  when  they  first  fall  on  our  ear. 

But  the  pride  of  my  youth  was  the  forest  so  wild. 

When  often  with  joy  I  have  strayed. 
For  the  fairest  of  flowers  that  nature  yields 

Are  the  blossoms  that  bloom  in  the  shade. 
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Oh,  why  must  I  leave  you,  dear  scenes  of  my  youth, 

And  why  not  forever  abide 
Where  the  song  bird  warbles  his  earliest  note 

While  praising  its  maker  who  died. 

Farewell,  then,  dear  home,  and  scenes  of  my  youth. 
Farewell  till  we  meet  home  at  last, 

Where  sorrow  and  tears  shall  never  be  known. 
And  trouble  a  thing  of  the  past. 


ALEXANDER  SUMPTER. 

Alexander  Sumpter,  residing  in  Union  Grove,  devotes  his  attention  to  gen- 
eral farming  and  to  the  raising  of  chickens  and  his  business  has  assumed  ex- 
tensive proportions,  bringing  a  good  financial  return.  He  was  bom  in  York- 
ville,  Wisconsin,  September  6, 1864,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Cheas- 
man)  Sumpter,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  born  in 
1818  and  1821  respectively.  They  were  married  in  their  native  county  and  in 
1850  came  to  the  United  States,  making  their  way  to  Yorkville  township, 
Racine  county.  For  a  few  years  Mr,  Sumpter  was  there  employed  at  farm 
labor  and  afterward  went  to  the  town  of  Dover,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land,  becoming  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  five  acres.  He  afterward 
bought  land  quite  extensively  in  Yorkville  but  eventually  he  removed  with  his 
wife  to  Alabama,  where  Mrs.  Sumpter  passed  away  in  1897,  while  his  death 
there  occurred  in  1905.  They  were  consistent  and  faithful  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  in  which  Mr.  Sumpter  served  as  deacon  for  many  years. 
He  was  also  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  was  a  local  preacher  of 
the  chureh.  He  could  work  all  day  and  would  then  walk  ten  miles  in  order 
to  preach,  such  was  his  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  spreading  the  Gospel 
among  men.  He  was  well  kno^vn  and  well  liked,  honest  and  reliable,  and  in 
his  business  undertakings  he  prospered.  When  he  reached  Yorkville  he  had 
but  twelve  dollars  and  as  the  years  passed  he  so  directed  his  business  affairs 
that  he  gained  a  ver>^  gratifying  competence.  He  had  for  fourteen  years  been 
a  sailor  in  England  before  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world  and  he  was 
son  of  William  Sumpter,  who  died  in  England,  and  a  relative  of  Captain 
Sumpter.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican  party  and  he 
served  on  the  board  of  supervisors  in  his  township  and  also  as  assessor.  His 
life  was  fraught  with  good  deeds  and  actuated  by  high  purposes  and-  com- 
manded the  respect  and  confidence  of  all. 

In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Sumpter  were  twelve  children,  of  whom 
six  are  living :  Mary  Ann,  who  is  the  wife  of  Gus  Beacher,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Dover  township ;  John,  a  retired  farmer  living  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa ;  Fannie, 
the  widow  of  John  Murgatroyd,  who  was  a  brickmason,  his  wife  being  now  a 
resident  of  Vesper,  Wisconsin;  Alfred,  a  resident  farmer  of  Union  Grove; 
George,  who  is  janitor  of  the  St.  James  public  school  in  Racine ;  and  Alexander, 
at  home. 
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The  last  named  obtained  a  district  school  education  and  on  starting  out  in 
life  on  his  own  account  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  tile,  being 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  ownership  of  a  tile  works  at  Union  Grove. 
He  afterward  drilled  wells  for  two  years  and  later  he  purchased  from  his 
father  a  farm  in  Dover  township.  After  cultivating  this  for  a  time  he  sold  out 
and  invested  in  his  present  farm  of  fifty-two  acres  in  Yorkville  township. 
Here  he  has  a  nice  residence,  in  the  rear  of  which  are  good  barns  and  other 
necessary  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock,  while  these  in  turn 
are  surrounded  by  highly  cultivated  fields.  Everything  about  the  place  indi- 
cates his  careful  supervision  and  progressive  management.  He  devotes  the 
greater  part  of  his  attention  to  his  farm,  on  which  he  is  now  engaged  in  raising 
garden  produce  and  chickens,  being  one  of  the  extensive  chicken  raisers  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  He  has  a  large  incubator,  has  greatly  increased  his  busi- 
ness and  expects  to  raise  in  the  present  year  about  six  thousand  chickens.  He 
handles  brown  and  white  Leghorns  and  his  opinions  are  accepted  as  authority 
upon  many  questions  relating  to  chicken  raising. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1890,  Mr.  Sumpter  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sophia  Matilda  Savage,  a  daughter  of  William  Savage,  a  retired  farmer  living 
in  Union  Grove.  They  became  the  parents  of  a  son,  Howard  Sumpter,  who 
was  born  March  13,  1891.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Union  Grove  high 
school,  after  which  he  spent  one  year  as  a  student  in  Beloit  College  and  one 
year  as  a  student  in  Northwestern  University  of  Chicago.  He  was  made  a 
member  of  the  Scribblers,  a  college  fraternity,  and  he  was  also  on  the  basket 
ball  team  at  Northwestern  University  for  a  year.  He  is  now  at  home,  giving 
his  energies  to  assisting  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  a  growing  and  important 
business. 

The  parents  and  the  son  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sumpter  have  long  been  members  of  the  choir,  in  which  Mr. 
Sumpter  has  sung  for  thirty  years,  being  leader  most  of  the  time.  Their  son 
is  president  of  the  Southeastern  Wisconsin  Christian  Endeavor  Union.  Their 
influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  right  and  progress,  truth  and  reform,  and 
their  work  has  been  an  element  in  advancing  moral  interests  in  this  part  of 
the  state,  while  as  a  business  man  Mr.  Sumpter  also  occupies  a  very  prominent 
and  gratifying  position. 


J.  I.  CASE  PLOW  WORKS. 

The  story  of  the  growth  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works  from  a  small,  obscure 
blacksmith  shop  in  the  rear  of  a  fanning  mill  factory  to  the  present  large  con- 
cern occupying  over  twenty  acres  of  space,  is  a  story  of  constant  progress  based 
upon  quality  and  service.  Prom  the  beginning  the  policy  of  the  company 
has  been  to  make  every  tool  that  bore  its  trademark  a  little  better  than  any 
other  similar  tool  and  to  co-operate  to  the  fullest  extent  with  the  dealer  han- 
dling its  products.  The  business  was  organized  in  1876  by  J.  I.  Case  under  the 
name  of  the  Case- Whiting  Company,  his  partner,  Mr.  Whiting,  beiner  the  inven- 
tor of  the  center  draft  walking  plow.     Two  years  later  Mr.  Whiting  sold 
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his  interest  in  the  concern  and  the  name  was  changed  to  the  J.  L  Case 
Plow  Company,  which  remained  the  firm  style  until  1884,  when  the  business 
was  reorganized,  the  capital  increased  and  the  name  changed  to  the  J.  I.  Case 
Plow  Works.  In  1890  J.  I.  Case  withdrew  from  the  business  and  his  son, 
Jackson  I.  Case,  succeeded  him  as  president  of  the  company  and  held  that 
office  for  two  years.  In  1892,  however,  H.  M.  Wallis,  who  became  general 
manager  of  the  business  in  1885,  was  made  president  and  treasurer  and  he  is 
still  serving  as  chief  executive  of  the  corporation.  The  other  officers  are: 
William  Sobey,  vice  president ;  L.  N.  Burns,  secretary  and  general  sales  mana- 
ger ;  and  William  M.  La  Venture,  treasurer.  The  company  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  independent  implement  concerns  in  the  world  and  its  products  are 
sold  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
throughout  the  Dominion  and  in  other  foreign  countries.  The  company  em- 
ploys over  six  hundred  men,  all  of  them  skilled  mechanics  who  are  expert  in 
their  particular  work,  and  there  is  a  system  of  rigid  inspection  which  begins 
when  the  raw  material  is  brought  into  the  factory  and  which  is  continued 
until  the  completed  tool  is  pronounced  worthy  of  the  **Plow  in  Hand"  trade- 
mark, which  has  become  associated  in  the  minds  of  dealers  and  farmers  with 
the  highest  quality  possible  in  farm  implements.  If  at  any  stage  of  the  proc- 
ess of  manufacture  poor  material  or  faulty  workmanship  is  found  the  imple- 
ment is  rejected,  for  the  slogan  *' Quality  goes  in  before  the  name  goes  on" 
is  the  actual  standard  of  work  in  the  company's  factory. 

One  of  the  most  important  departments  of  the  company   is  the  experi- 
mental department,  in  which  expert  mechanical  engineers  are  constantly  seek- 
ing to  design  more  efficient  farm  machinery.    They  keep  in  mind  in  working 
out  new  implements  the  need  of  simplicity,  light  drtift  and  ease  of  handling 
and  their  ideas  have  been  worked  out  in  tools  which  do  the  work  for  which 
they  are  intended  thoroughly  in  the  shortest  time  possible  and  with  the  least 
effort  and  expense  on  the  part  of  the  farmer.    The  determination  of  the  officials 
of  the  company  to  make  its  product  the  last  word  in  up-to-date  farm  machinen* 
is  further  indicated  by  the  fact  that  every  new  implement  designed  by  the 
engineers  is  thoroughly  tested  in  actual  operation  before  it  is  finally  adopted. 
It  is  recognized  that  factory  forecasts  cannot  determine  the  efficiency  of  a 
plow  or  harrow  or  other  farming  tool  as  well  as  its  actual  use  and  therefore  a 
large  three  hundred  acre  farm  south  of  Racine  is  used  for  experimental  pur- 
poses.   If  a  machine  fails  to  do  efficiently  the  work  for  which  it  was  designed 
it  is  returned  to  the  factory,  where  the  defects  are  corrected  and  it  is  then 
tested  and  re-tested  until  it  gives  absolute  satisfaction.    Practical  and  experi- 
enced men  operate  the  machines  and  in  determining  upon  their  worth  nothing 
is  overlooked,  the  draft,  accuracy  and  durability  all  being  carefully  taken 
into  consideration.    The  performance  of  the  machines  in  various  kinds  of  soil 
is  also  carefully  noted  and  these  observations  greatly  help  in  designing  and 
Adapting  implements  to  the  requirements  of  various  localities.     The  dealer 
and  farmer  know  that  every  Case  implement  has  been  subjected  to  repeated 
field  tests  before  it  is  placed  on  the  market,  whether  it  be  the  smallest  J.  I. 
Case  walking  plow  or  a  power  lift  tractor  gang,  a  cultivator,  harrow  or  planter. 

The  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works  not  only  takes  the  greatest  care  to  insure  the 
high  quality  of  its  product  but  has  also  given  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the 
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problem  of  aiding  its  dealers  in  increasing  their  sales  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  securing  their  hearty  co-operation.  The  company  has  worked  out 
plans  for  intensified,  direct  as  well  as  general  advertising  campaigns  and  news- 
paper cut  service  which  have  been  very  effective  in  building  up  the  trade  even 
in  spite  of  adverse  general  business  conditions.  The  corporation  gives  its 
dealers  the  benefit  of  its  wide  experience  in  advertising  and  supplies  them 
with  free  movie  slides  and  with  signs  of  various  kinds,  either  free  or  at  a  very 
low  figure,  and  its  salesmen  are  expected  to  co-operate  with  the  dealers  in 
every  way  possible. 

The  factory  buildings  are  up-to-date  in  construction,  are  protected  from 
fire  loss  by  a  modem  sprinkler  system  and  the  machinery  is  adequately 
guarded  so  as  to  prevent  accidents.  There  is  also  a  fully  equipped  emergency 
hospital  and  many  minor  injuries  are  cared  for  there  during  the  year.  The 
factory  ranks  among  the  most  modern  and  best  conducted  industrial  plants 
in  the  country. 


H.  M.  WALLIS. 


The  rapid  and  steady  growth  of  the  business  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow/  W6rks 
and  the  enviable  standing  of  the  Company's  products  are  due  in  large  measure 
to  the  personal  force,  the  executive  ability  and  the  high  business  standards 
of  H.  M.  Wallis,  who  for  twenty-four  years  has  been  president  of  the  corpora- 
tion. He  was  born  in  White  Pigeon,  Michigan,  on  the  24th  of  June,  1861,  a 
son  of  T.  0.  and  Eliza  A.  (Mitchell)  Wallis,  bom  respectively  in  Culpeper 
Courthouse,  Virginia,  and  in  Kenosha,  then  Southport,  Wisconsin.  The  father 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  for  many  years  and 
met  with  gratifying  success  in  that  connection. 

When  a  child  H.  M.  Wallis  lost  his  father  and  accompanied  his  mother  to 
Racine,  Wisconsin,  when  six  years  old.  After  completing  the  course  offered  in 
the  public  schools  he  entered  McMynn  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  work  in  the  office  of  the  Mitchell-Lewis 
Wagon  Company  and  six  years  later  was  made  receiver  of  the  Fish  Brothers 
Wagon  Company.  He  gave  evidence  of  so  much  administrative  ability  and 
possessed  such  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  implement  business  that  he  was  made 
general  manager  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works,  becoming  at  that  time  a  member 
of  the  company.  In  1892  he  was  elected  president  of  the  concern  and  has 
since  filled  that  responsible  position.  He  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  vari- 
ous departments,  requires  the  greatest  possible  efficiency  and  insists  that  the 
Case  watch  words,  quality  and  service,  be  lived  up  to  in  all  the  work  done. 
Moreover,  he  possesses  to  a  marked  degree  the  power  to  quickly  and  surely 
recognize  the  essential  points  of  a  situation,  to  decide  promptly  and  wisely, 
and  is  seldom  at  fault  in  his  judgment  of  men.  He  is  also  president  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Wallis  Tractor  Company,  which  was  organized  in  1912,  and  w^hich 
manufactures  a  full  line  of  tractors.  William  Quarles  is  vice  president  and 
H.  M.  Wallis,  Jr.,  is  secretary  of  the  corporation. 

In  April,  1883,  at  the  old  home  of  J.  I.  Case — now  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Per- 
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cival  Fuller,  Mr.  Wallis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jessie  Fremont  Case,  a 
daughter  of  J.  I.  Case,  and  they  have  two  children :  Lydia  E.,  at  home ;  and  H. 
M.,  Jr. 

Mr.  Wallis  takes  a  helpful  interest  in  public  affairs  but  has  not  been  active 
in  politics.  He  has  given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  duties  as  head 
of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works  and  through  his  foresight,  his  constructive  ability 
and  his  business  acumen  has  gained  a  foremost  place  in  manufacturing  circles 
of  the  middle  west. 


WILLIAM  M.  LA  VENTURE. 

The  fact  that  William  M.  La  Venture,  although  still  a  comparatively 
young  man,  holds  the  important  position  of  treasurer  in  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow 
Works  is  proof  of  his  enterprise,  his  knowledge  of  modern  business  methods 
and  his  financial  acumen.  He  was  bom  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  1875,  a  son  of 
William  and  Margaret  La  Venture,  the  former  of  whom  was  for  about  fifty 
years  with  the  Rock  Isliind  Railroad  and  for  a  considerable  portion  of  that 
time  its  tax  commissioner. 

W.  M.  La  Venture  received  his  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
Davenport  and  on  beginning  his  independent  career  secured  a  position  with  the 
Rock  Island  railroad.  He  remained  with  that  corporation  for  ten  years,  but 
in  1905  became  assistant  purchasing  agent  for  the  Moline  Plow  Company  and 
two  years  later  was  made  purchasing  agent  for  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works, 
with  which  company  he  hAs  remained.  He  at  once  demonstrated  his  ability  and 
in  time  was  promoted  to  manager  of  the  purchasing  and  traffic  department 
and  in  1911  was  elected  a  director  of  the  company.  Three  years  later  he  was 
chosen  treasurer  and  has  since  served  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  La  Venture  was  married  in  1898  to  Miss  Bessie  Anderson  Burrows  of 
Davenport,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Mildred,  fourteen  years 
old,  and  William,  eleven  years  of  age,  both  attending  school.  Mr.  La  Venture 
endorses  the  principles  of  the  republican  pwirty  and  supports  its  candidates 
at  the  polls.  He  holds  membership  in  the  First  Presbyterain  church  of  Racine 
and  in  all  relations  of  life  conforms  his  conduct  to  high  standards.  All  who 
have  been  associated  with  him  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  ability  to 
successfully  solve  intricate  business  problems  and  in  his  uncompromising 
integrity. 


LOUIS  N.  BURNS. 


Louis  N.  Burns,  who  holds  the  offices  of  secretary  and  sales  manager  in  the 
J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works,  has  been  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  farm 
implements  continuously  since  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  with  the  exception 
of  one  year,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business,  his  aggressiveness 
and  sound  judgment  have  been  among  the  most  important  factors  in  his  suc- 
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cess.  As  sales  manager  he  has  developed  in  the  sales  organization  a  fine 
spirit  of  eo-operation  and  loyalty  to  the  company  and  has  based  the  selling 
policy  of  the  company  upon  a  businesslike  and  convincing  presentation  of  the 
superior  merits  of  its  products.  He  was  born  in  Tazewell  county,  Illinois,  on 
the  16th  of  January,  1866,  and  his  parents  were  liouis  H.  and  Julia  H. 
(Hildebrand)  Burns.  The  father  was  by  occupation  a  farmer  and  both  are 
now  deceased. 

After  completing  his  public  school  course  L.  N.  Burns  attended  a  business 
college  at  Peoria,  but  when  sixteen  years  old  began  his  career,  entering  the 
employ  of  the  Kingman  Plow  Company  at  Peoria.  He  remained  with  them  for 
twenty-nine  years  and  rose  through  intermediate  positions  to  manager  of  their 
St.  Louis  branch.  During  the  year  1885  he  was  bookkeeper  for  the  Bank  of 
Dwight,  at  Dwight,  Illinois,  but  decided  that  the  implement  business  was  more 
to  his  liking  and  accordingly  returned  to  the  Kingman  Plow  Company.  He 
displayed  so  much  ability  in  the  management  of  their  St.  Louis  branch  that  on 
the  2d  of  January,  1913,  he  was  chosen  sales  manager  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow 
Works  at  Racine,  and  has  since  served  in  that  capacity.  He  is  constantly  on 
the  outlook  for  new  ideas  and  methods  and  has  brought  his  department  up  to 
a  high  standard  of  efficiency.  In  1914  he  was  further  honored  by  election  as 
secretary  of  the  company. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1887,  Mr.  Bums  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Flor- 
ence Bethard,  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  they  have  the  following  children :  Ray 
Alexander,  who  is  living  in  St.  Louis ;  Gladys,  at  home ;  Julia,  who  is  attend- 
ing the  State  University  of  Wisconsin ;  Robert ;  Florence,  and  Donald. 

Mr.  Bums  is  independent  in  politics,  voting  for  the  best  man  without  regard 
to  party  allegiance.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  frater- 
nally is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Elks.  All  who  come  in 
contact  with  him  recognize  his  ability,  his  keen  insight  and  his  determination 
and,  moreover,  he  is  popular  personally. 


WILLIAM  SOBET. 


William  Sobey,  the  vice  president  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works,  has  been 
connected  with  the  implement  business  for  fifty-six  years  and  for  a  third  of  a 
century  has  been  with  the  Case  Company.  He  entered  its  employ  in  a  com- 
paratively unimp>ortant  capacity  but  his  industry,  knowledge  of  the  business, 
and  his  power  to  direct  the  work  of  others,  led  to  his  advancement  from  one 
position  to  another  and  for  about  fourteen  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  vice 
president.  The  greater  part  of  his  work  has  been  done  as  superintendent  and 
designer  and  he  has  taken  out  over  thirty  different  patents  on  plows  all  of 
which  are  in  the  name  of  the  company. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Plymouth,  England,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1849,  and 
his  parents  were  William  and  Elizabeth  (Harvey)  Sobey,  the  former  of  whom 
engaged  in  farming  in  England  until  his  demise  in  1851.  In  1857  his  wife 
and  children  went  to  Canada  in  company  with  her  brother  and  she  passed  away 
in  the  Dominion  in  1892.    When  nine  years  old  William  Sobey  began  working 
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upon  a  farm  on  his  own  account  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  learned  the  black- 
smith's  trade.  In  1865  he  removed  to  Loda,  Iroquois  county,  Illinois,  and  for 
two  years  worked  at  his  trade.  In  1867  he  became  blacksmith  on  an  immense 
farm  comprising  forty-five  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Livingston  and  Ford 
counties,  Illinois,  and  belonging  to  Mike  Sullivan.  While  there  Mr.  Sobey 
took  apart  the  plows  which  had  been  used  and  studied  them  carefully  in  order 
to  discover  why  they  had  not  given  good  satisfaction  and  found  that  they 
were  ill-fitted  for  use  in  the  kind  of  soil  found  upon  the  farm.  He.  designed 
a  new  plow  and  rebuilt  the  old  ones  according  to  the  new  plans  and  found 
that  they  worked  much  more  efficiently.  This  accomplishment  gained  him 
considerable  note  and  in  the  spring  of  1868  he  secured  a  position  in  the 
Decatur  Agricultural  Works,  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  plows  and  from 
that  time  until  the  fall  of  1883  was.  employed  in  various  plow  shops.  He  then 
accepted  a  position  as  foreman  in  the  blacksmith  shop  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow 
Works  and  three  years  later  was  promoted  to  superintendent.  He  served  in 
that  capacity  until  about  1902  when  he  was  made  general  superintendent  and 
vice  president,  which  positions  he  is  now  filling.  He  has  not  only  been  very 
successful  in  supervising  the  operation  of  the  shops  and  in  securing  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  men  under  him,  but  is  also  the  inventor  of  many  of  the  improve- 
ments found  on  the  Case  plows.  He  has  taken  out  in  all  thirty  patents,  all 
of  which  are  owned  by  the  company. 

Mr.  Sobey  was  united  in  marriage  at  Decatur,  Illinois,  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1872,  to  Miss  Mary  Keane,  a  daughter  of  Morris  and  Hannah  (Doyle) 
Keane.    Mrs.  Sobey  passed  away  in  October,  1913. 

Mr.  Sobey  supported  the  republican  party  until  1872  and  then  became  a 
democrat,  but  in  1896  took  issue  with  some  of  the  policies  of  that  party  and 
again  became  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  He  votes  a  republican 
ticket  when  national  issues  are  at  stake  but  in  other  elections  votes  inde- 
pendently. He  is  well  known  in  local  fraternal  circles,  belonging  to  the  Elks, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is 
unassuming  in  manner  but  those  who  have  been  closely  associated  with  him 
appreciate  his  loyalty  in  friendship,  his  consideration  of  the  rights  of  others, 
his  sincerity  and  his  unswerving  integrity,  and  there  are  few  men  in  Racine 
who  have  a  larger  number  of  true  friends  than  he. 


BERT  EDWARD  DUNN, 

Bert  Edward  Dunn,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Elite  Laundry,  has 
proven  in  his  life  record  that  success  is  not  a  matter  of  genius  or  the  result  of 
fortunate  circumstances,  but  is  the  outcome  of  indefatigable  industry,  dear 
judgment  and  experience.  He  was  bom  in  Dalton,  New  York,  June  28,  1869, 
a  son  of  Albert  and  Nellie  (Gearhart)  Dunn,  the  former  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  obtained  a  public  school  education  and  then  turned  his  attention  to 
cheese  making,  in  which  business  he  engaged  for  three  years.  In  1890- he 
arrived  in  Chicago  and  was  engaged  in  railroading  for  four  years,  but  in  1894 
turned  his  attention  to  the  laundry  business  as  an  employe  of  the  Indiana 
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Steam  Laundry  Company  of  Chicago.  Later  the  name  of  this  concern  was 
changed  to  the  Harvey  Laundry  and  its  location  was  at  No.  89-91  Indiana 
street.  After  three  years  Mr.  Dunn  became  connected  with  the  Star  Laundry 
and  later  with  the  Wabash  Hand  Laundry.  Li  1909  he  came  to  Racine  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  John  G.  Eager  for  the  purchaseof  the  Elite  Laundry, 
which  they  have  since  conducted.  Their  business  has  enjoyed  a  substantial 
growth.  It  is  based  upon  broad  practical  experience  and  scientific  knowledge, 
a  knowledge  that  embraces  not  only  the  important  features  of  the  work,  but  also 
includes  a  thorough  understanding  of  many  textiles,  so  that  they  know  how 
to  handle  the  work  which  comes  to  them. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1900,  Mr.  Dunn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lulu  Sokup  of  Chicago.  He  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  being  a  member 
of  the  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the  Kiiights  of 
Khorassan,  the  Moose,  the  Eagles,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Modem  Wood- 
men. He  is  also  identified  with  the  Commercial  Club  and  with  the  Racine 
Junction  Improvement  Association  and  he  stands  for  progress  in  all  those 
things  which  promote  the  public  welfare  as  well  as  advance  individual  inter- 
ests. 


JOHN  G.  EAGER. 


John  G.  Eager  is  classed  with  the  most  enterprising  business  men  of  Racine. 
He  is  a  partner  of  Bert  E.  Dunn  in  the  ownership  and  conduct  of  the  Elite 
Laundry  and  in  this  connection  they  have  developed  a  business  of  extensive 
proportions.  Their  life  history  in  its  unfolding  shows  steady  and  consecutive 
development  and  cannot  fail  to  prove  of  interest  as  it  indicates  the  oppor- 
tunities that  lie  before  the  American  youth.  Mr.  Eager  was  bom  in  Matamoras, 
Pennsylvania,  September  5, 1876,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  L.  and  Roxana  (Price) 
Eager,  who  in  the  year  1891  removed  westward  to  Chicago,  where  the  wife 
and  mother  passed  away  October  10,  1905.  The  father,  who  is  a  retired  rail- 
way engineer,  is  now  living  in  Racine. 

John  G.  Eager,  when  a  lad  of  fifteen  years,  began  driving  a  delivery  wfigon 
for  a  laundry  and  was  afterward  employed  in  various  laundries  of  Chicago, 
where  he  gained  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  business,  winning  that 
broad  experience  which  has  constituted  the  foundation  of  his  present  success. 
In  1899  he  came  to  Racine,  entering  the  W.  L.  Hagman  Laundry  as  an 
employe.  He  was  afterward  employed  by  the  Model  Laundry  on  Sixth  street 
and  subsequently  became  manager  of  a  clothing  business,  but  embarked  in 
business  on  his  own  account  on  the  3rd  of  May,  1909,  when  he  became  one  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Elite  Laundry.  He  has  since  bent  every  energy  toward 
the  development  of  the  business,  with  the  result  that  the  trade  has  rapidly 
increased.  The  firm  has  never  deviated  from  the  high  standards  which  it  set 
up  at  the  beginning.  They  have  won  their  patronage  through  the  excellence 
of  their  work  and  the  honesty  of  tjieir  methods  and  today  theirs  is  one  of  the 
profitable  industrial  concerns  of  Racine. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1912,  Mr.  Eager  was  married  to  Miss  Jean 
Lindsay,  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  a  son,  Frank,  three  years  of  age.    Prater- 
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nally  Mr.  Eager  is  connected  with  the  Ejiights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he  is  a  past 
chancellor;  with  Racine  Lodge,  No.  437,  L.  0.  0.  M.,  in  which  he  is  dictator; 
with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  in  which  he  is  grand  orator,  and  with  the  Dramatic 
Order  of  the  Knights  of  Kljorassan,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  imperial  deputy 
for  Wisconsin.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Association  of  Live  Secretaries  of 
the  last  named  order  and  adjutant  of  the  Wisconsin  Brigade  of  the  Uniform 
Bank  of  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  likewise  a  Mason,  an  Elk  and  an  Eagle 
and  he  has  membership  in  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  Racine  Junction  Ad- 
vancement Association.  He  is  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Laundry  men's  Asso- 
ciation and  is  now  serving  his  second  term.  These  interests  and  connections 
as  well  as  his  business  have  brought  him  a  wide  acquaintance  and  he  is  popular 
wherever  he  is  known.  Firm  purpose  is  one  of  his  marked  characteristics  and 
he  never  falters  in  the  performance  of  a  task  to  which  he  has  set  himself.  His 
business  methods  are  such  as  invite  investigation  and  his  course  receives  the 
indorsement  of  all. 


J.  E.  PRITCHARD. 


J.  E.  Pritchard  has  in  various  ways  been  connected  with  the  interests  of 
Racine,  having  previously  served  as  postmaster,  while  in  business  affairs  his 
activity  has  contributed  to  the  general  commercial  development.  Since  1915 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate,  insurance  and  loan  business.  He  was 
bom  in  this  city,  March  18,  1872,  a  son  of  Elias  J.  and  Martha  (Evans)  Prit- 
chard, the  former  a  native  of  North  Wales  and  the  latter  of  South  Wales.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  David  Pritchard,  who  came  to  Racine  in  1845,  was  a 
woodworker  by  trade.  He  established  his  home  on  Grand  avenue,  between 
Eighth  and  Ninth  streets,  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  eighty-six  years  of  age.  The  maternal  grandfather,  James  T. 
Evans,  arrived  in  Racine  in  185Q  and  worked  at  the  molder's  trade  in  the 
employ  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company.  Elias  J.  Pritchard  was 
also  a  molder  and  for  many  years  was  employed  by  the  Case  Threshing  Machine 
Company,  but  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  put  aside  all  business  and  per- 
sonal considerations  and  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  enlist- 
ing as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Regiment,  with 
which  he  served  from  1862  until  1865.  On  retiring  from  the  service  of  the 
Case  Company  he  secured  an  appointment  as  letter  carrier  in  Racine  and  so 
continued  from  1885  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  March,  1886.  His  wife, 
who  was  born  in  1845,  died  in  February,  1914. 

When  a  little  lad  of  six  years  J.  E.  Pritchard  became  a  pupil  in  the  public 
schools  of  Racine  and  passed  through  consecutive  grades  until  a  high  school 
education  qualified  him,  for  life's  practical  and  responsible  duties.  He  started 
in  the  business  world  as  a  machinist  in  the  shops  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing 
Machine  Company,  there  remaining  for  five  years,  and  his  initial  experience  in 
insurance  lines  was  received  as  an  employe  of  the  David  G.  Janes  Company 
between  the  years  1895  and  1897.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  appointed  assistant 
postmaster  of  Racine  and  so  served  for  four  years  under  J.  I.  Case  and  for 
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four  years  under  H.  J.  Smith.  He  resigned  under  Postniaster  Gittings  and  in 
1909  entered  into  the  retail  paint  and  oil  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Moers,  Pritchard  &  Brandow.  On  the  1st  of  November,  1910,  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Racine  and  sold  his  interest  in  the  paint  company, 
continuing  to  serve  as  postmaster  for  more  than  four  years.  On  his  retirement 
from  that  office,  in  which  he  made  a  most  creditable  record,  he  opened  an 
insurance,  real  estate  and  loan  office  at  No.  852  Washington  boulevard  and 
is  now  active  along  that  line,  having  won  a  liberal  clientage  that  already  makes 
his  business  a  profitable  one. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1903,  Mr.  Pritchard  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
Klinkert,  a  daughter  of  B.  Klinkert,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
county.  He  was  bom  in  Germany,  November  11,  1844,  a  son  of  J.  and  Mary 
Klinkert,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  fatherland.  E.  Klinkert  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1866  and  settled  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  In  Germany 
he  had  learned  the  brewing  business  and  when  in  1873  he  removed  from  Mil- 
waukee to  Racine  he  here  opened  the  Klinkert  brewery  on  the  1st  of  March  of 
that  year,  the  location  being  at  Nos.  800-832  Washington  boulevard.  He 
started  the  business  in  a  small  way  but  his  patronage  has  steadily  grown  and 
the  sales  now  cover  a  broad  section.  In  1871  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sophia  Walter,  a  native  of  Germany,  the  wedding  being  celebrated 
in  St.  Louis.  They  became  the  parents  of  the  following  named :  Louis,  who  is 
now  foreman  in  the  brewery;  Harriet,  now  Mrs.  Pritchard;  Prank,  who  is 
with  his  father  in  business ;  Mrs.  Ella  K.  Von  Bories,  a  resident  of  Chicago ; 
George,  who  is  with  his  father  in  business;  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of  R.  T. 
Williams,  living  in  Kenosha.  Mr.  Klinkert.  is  a  member  of  the  Deutscher  Club 
and  also  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while  in  politics  he  main- 
tains an  independent  course,  never  allying  himself  with  any  party. 

Mr.  Pritchard  is  identified  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  is  a  prominent  Mason,  belonging  to  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery.  His 
father  was  eminent  commander  of  Racine  Commandery,  No.  7,  at  the  time  of 
his  death  and  he  was  the  leader  of  the  pelle  City  male  chorus,  being  recognized 
as  one  of  the  prominent  musicians  of  the  state.  J.  E.  Pritchard  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  his  grandfather  was  one  of  the  founders, 
and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  stands  for 
those  things  which  are  most  worth  while  in  the  life  of  the  community  and  his 
influence  is  on  the  side  of  progress,  reform  and  improvement. 


MARTIN  LARSEN. 


Martin  Larsen,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  business  conducted  under  the 
name  of  the  Junction  Furniture  Company  at  No.  1326  Washington  avenue, 
was  bom  in  Denmark,  January  22,  1869,  a  son  of  Lars  and  Maria  Hansen.  He 
obtained  his  education  in  his  native  country  and  in  the  year  1886  arrived  in 
Wisconsin,  settling  at  Neenah.  He  had  previously  learned  the  cigar  maker's 
trade  and  he  followed  that  business  in  Neenah  for  a  year,  after  which  he  was 
employed  in  a  similar  capacity  in  Oshkosh  for  four  years.     He  arrived  in 
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Racine  in  1891  and  here  followed  his  trade  for  several  years,  but  desirous  of 
engaging  in  business  on  his  own  account,  he  embraced  the  opportunity  in 
1910  of  purchasing  an  interest  in  the  furniture  store  of  Peter  Christiansen, 
whereupon  was  organized  the  firm  of  Christiansen  &  Larsen.  They  are  con- 
ducting business  under  the  name  of  the  Junction  Furniture  Company  at  No. 
1326  Washington  avenue  and  are  accorded  a  liberal  patronage  which  is  well 
merited.  They  carry  an  attractive  line  of  goods,  which  they  sell  at  reasonable 
prices,  and  their  business  methods  are  such  as  will  at  all  times  bear  close 
investigation  and  scrutiny. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1895,  Mr.  Larsen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Johanna  Hansen,  who  was  bom  in  Denmark  and  is  a  daughter  of  Rasmus 
Hansen,  who  established  his  home  in  Neenah,  Wisconsin,  in  1883.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Larsen  were  born  three  children:  Lawrence,  who  is  a  bookkeeper  and 
stenographer  in  the  employ  of  the  Perfex  Radiator  Company;  and  Harold 
and  Elmer,  who  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Larsen'  is  a  member  of  the  Danish  Brotherhood  and  has  been  identified 
with  the  supreme  lodge  for  eight  years.  He  was  chairman  of  the  building 
committee  when  the  hall  was  erected  in  Racine  in  1910  and  he  has  held  all 
the  offices  in  the  order,  serving  as  trustee  for  four  years  and  as  vice  president 
of  the  supreme  lodge  for  four  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Danish  Society 
of  Racine  and  he  does  all  in  his  power  to  aid  his  f  ellowi  countrymen  who  come 
to  this  section  of  the  state  to  seek  the  opportunities  offered  by  the  new  world. 
At  the  same  time  he  is  a  most  loyal  American  citizen  and  willingly  co-operates 
in  all  well  defined  plans  and  measures  for  the  upbuilding  of  Racine  and  the 
promotion  of  its  interests. 


W.  H.  BRANDOW. 


W.  H.  Brandow  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Moers  &  Brandow,  conducting 
a  painting  contracting  business  in  Racine.  Michigan  numbers  him  one  of 
her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Pontiac,  that  state,  on  the  2d  of 
January,  1858,  his  parents  being  Frederick  and  Lucy  (Crandall)  Brandow, 
the  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Kenosha,  Wisconsin.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Kenosha  county  where 
he  served  as  sheriff  in  an  early  day.  It  was  in  the  year  1864  that  Frederick 
Brandow  left  Michigan  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Kenosha,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  conducted  business  as  a  baker  and  confectioner,  having  early  learned 
those  trades.  In  1871  he  arrived  in  Racine  and  here  he  also  followed  his  trade, 
working  for  George  and  Charles  Bliss.  Both  he  and  his  wife  have  now  passed 
away. 

W.  H.  Brandow  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Racine  and  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city  he  completed  his  educa- 
tion. In  his  youth  he  learned  the  painter's  trade  which  he  has  always  followed 
and  he  entered  into  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  partner  of  H.  F.  Moers 
under  the  style  of  Moers  &  Brandow.    The  firm  is  located  at  313  Sixth  street. 

On  September  27,  1883,  Mr.  Brandow  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
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Crotsenburg,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Ann  Crotsenburg,  who  were 
early  settlers.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brandow  have  been  born  two  children :  Bertha, 
who  is  the  wife  of  August  Johnson,  a  machinist  residing  in  Racine  and  by 
whom  she  has  three  children — two  daughters  and  a  son;  and  Earl,  who  is  with 
his  father  in  the  shop. 

Politically  Mr.  Brandow  maintains  an  independent  attitude,  voting  for  mep 
and  measures  rather  than  party.  He  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  hold- 
ing membership  with  the  Masons,  the  Elks,  the  Moose,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  Among  his  brothers  of  these  fraternities  he  is 
held  in  high  regard  for  he  is  loyal  to  the  teachings  of  the  orders  and  in  his  life 
exemplifies  the  beneficent  spirit  upon  which  such  organizations  are  based. 


E.  C.  WILSON. 


The  old  adage  that  **a  prophet  is  never  without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country*'  does  not  find  support  in  the  life  record  of  E.  C.  Wilson,  for  in  the 
county  in  which  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  Mr.  Wilson  has  gained  recog- 
nition as  a  representative  business  man,  now  occupying  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  general  superintendent  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works.  He  was  bom  in 
Caledonia  township,  Racine  county,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1870,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Mary  Jane  Wilson.  The  father  removed  to  Wisconsin  about 
the  time  of  the  Black  Hawk  war  and  settled  in  this  county,  becoming  one  of 
its  early  pioneer  residents.  He  conducted  an  inn  on  the  old  plank  road  and 
later  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He  became  active  in  the  public  life  of 
the  community  and  served  as  township  supervisor  and  in  other  local  ofQces 
during  the  early  days  of  his  residence  in  the  county.  Following  his  removal 
to  Racine  in  1876  he  became  alderman  and  in  many  ways  he  was  active  in  sup- 
port of  projects  and  measures  for  the  general  good.  As  the  years  passed  he 
prospered  in  his  undertakings  and  became  the  owner  of  large  property  inter- 
ests. Eventually  he  retired,  his  income  being  sufficient  to  supply  him  with 
all  of  the  comforts  and  some  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  He  passed  away  in  the 
year  1901  but  his  widow  still  survives. 

E.  C.  Wilson  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  entered  the  public  schools 
at  the  usual  age  and  completed  his  education  as  a  high  school  pupil.  He  has 
continuously  been  identified  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works  since  starting 
to  work  on  the  19th  of  November,  1886,  at  which  time  he  was  assigned  to  a 
position  in  the  shipping  room.  Step  by  step  he  has  advanced,  his  fidelity  and 
increasing  ability  and  resourcefulness  gaining  him  promotion  from  time  to 
time  until  he  is  now  active  in  control  of  the  plow  works,  occupying  the  position 
of  general  superintendent. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1891,  Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Katherine  Erk,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
a  son,  Harry  E.,  who  is  now  married  and  is  manager  of  the  engraving  and  elec- 
trotyping  departments  of  the  Western  Printing  and  Lithographing  Company, 
of  Racine.  Mr.  Wilson  gives  his  political  aUegiance  to  the  republican  party, 
but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office.    He  belongs  to  the  Equitable  Pra- 
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temal  Union'  and  the  guiding  principles  of  his  life  are  indicated  in  the  fact 
that  he  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  He  has  always  lived  in 
Racine  county  and  his  entire  career  is  one  which  commends  him  to  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  the  general  public.  For  thirty  years  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Plow  Works,  entering  the  establishment  when  a 
youth  of  sixteen.  Step  by  step  he  has  advanced,  prompted  by  a  laudable 
ambition,  and  his  entire  career  is  characterized  by  the  spirit  of  the  old  Greek 
epigram,  **Earn  thy  reward,  the  gods  give  naught  to  sloth.*' 


GEORGE  SCHNEIDER. 


George  Schneider,  one  of  the  wholesale  liquor  merchants  of  Racine,  was 
born  February  18,  1869,  in  the  city  in  which  he  still  lives,  his  parents  being 
Henry  and  Charlotte  (Beyer)  Schneider,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Canada  when  a  youth  of  thirteen 
years  and  soon  afterward  came  to  the  United  States,  making  his  way  to  Racine 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1889.  During  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  this  city  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  and 
was  well  known  as  one  of  the  enterprising  merchants  here.  It  was  in  Racine 
that  he  wedded  Charlotte  Beyer,  who  had  come  to  this  city  with  her  brothers 
and  sisters  in  early  girlhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schneider  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  George  is  the  youngest  and  four  of  the  number  are 
yet  living. 

At  the  usual  age  George  Schneider  entered  the  public  schools  of  Racine 
and  therein  obtained  his  education.  He  established  a  wholesale  liquor  busi- 
ness in  1898  at  No.  509  Sixth  street  and  has  since  been  active  in  that  line, 
building  up  a  business  of  large  and  profitable  proportions. 

In  1898  Mr.  Schneider  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  Gundlach, 
a  native  of  Racine  county  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  Gundlach,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  state  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  through  the  period  of  his  early  manhood  but  is  now  employed  by  the 
J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schneider  are  well 
known  in  Racine  where  they  have  spent  their  entire  lives.  In  politics  he  main- 
tains an  independent  course,  voting  for  the  candidates  who  stand  in  his  favor 
rather  than  supporting  a  nominee  because  he.  is  a  representative  of  a  certain 
party. 


HENRY  AUGUST  HILKER. 

Watchful  of  every  opportunity  pointing  to  success,  wide-awake  and  alert, 
Henry  August  Hilker  has  so  directed  his  efforts  that  success  in  substantial 
measure  is  now  yrithin  his  grasp  and  his  business  activities  furthermore  are 
of  a  character  that  contribute  to  public  prosperity  as  well  as  to  the  advance- 
ment of  personal  interests.  He  is  today  manager  of  the  Red  Seal  Oil  Com- 
pany and  for  a  long  period  has  been  connected  with  the  manufacture  and  sale 
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of  brick  in  Racine.  At  the  present  time  he  is  platting  and  developing  a  fine 
summer  resort. 

Racine  claims  Mr.  Hilker  as  a  native  son;  he  was  bom  August  18,  1869, 
in  this  city,  his  parents  being  Adolph  Frederick  and  Caroline  (Broeker)  Hil- 
ker, both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Germany.  The  former  was  a  son  of  Frederick 
Hilker,  who  died  in  Germany  when  in  middle  age.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Henriette 
Hilker,  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years  and  passed  away  in 
Racine,  October  27,  1889.  Their  son  Adolph  F.  Hilker,  who  was  one  of  the 
family  of  four  sons,  early  learned  the  business  of  manufacturing  brick  and  fol- 
lowed that  pursuit  in  Germany  until  after  his  marriage.  In  September,  1867, 
he  came  to  the  new  world  settling  in  Racine  and  here  again  he  was  employed 
at  brick  making  until  he  was  able  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
In  1872  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother  William  Hilker,  Fred  Haumer- 
sen,  Christie  Minzer  and  Mr.  Meidinger  and  established  a  brickyard  at  Cedar 
Point.  The  enterprise  prospered  from  the  beginning  and  about  1885  they 
bought  out  the  Morris  Brothers  brickyard  at  Wind  Point,  later  selling  two 
acres  of  their  land  to  the  government  as  a  site  for  a  lighthouse.  At  a  later 
date  they  were  joined  by  J.  F.  Wadewitz  and  in  1893  the  business  was  incor- 
porated under  the  name  of  the  Hilker  Brothers  Brick  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, the  two  brothers  having  purchased  the  interest  of  their  former  partners 
in  the  undertaking.  Another  yard  known  as  the  Lake  Shore  yard  had  been 
established  two  years  before  and  they  thus  became  proprietors  of  three  dif- 
ferent yards,  making  their  output  very  extensive.  Adolph  F.  Hilker  continued 
in  the  business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  which  occurred  May  22,  1899. 

His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Minnie  (Brand)  Broeker,  the 
former  of  whom  died  in  Germany  when  over  fifty  years  of  age,  their  family 
numbering  two  daughters  and  a  son.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilker  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children :  Adolph  W.,  Henry  August,  Henry,  Pauline,  Gustav,  Emma, 
Edward  and  John  T.  The  daughter,  Emma,  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  P.  Brown. 
The  parents  were  members  of  the  Evangelical  Association  and  were  devout 
christian  people,  Mr.  Hilker  serving  in  various  offices  of  the  church. 

Henry  August  Hilker  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  obtained  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  after  putting  aside  his  textbooks  became 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  business  of  brick  manufacturing.  He  also 
had  a  business  college  training  after  he  made  his  entrance  into  industrial  life. 
He  continued  with  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty  years  and 
then  went  to  Chicago  where  he  was  bookkeeper  for  the  Garden  City  Wire  & 
Spring  Company  serving  in  that  capacity  for  four  years.  He  then  returned 
to  Racine  and  took  charge  of  the  North  Point  brickyard  of  which  he  was 
manager  for  a  number  of  years.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1899  all  the 
business  was  taken  over  by  the  sons  with  the  following  officers:  William  Hil- 
ker, president;  H.  A.  Hilker,  vice  president;  and  A.  W.  Hilker,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  In  1914  the  company  discontinued  the  manufacture  of  brick  although 
they  still  engage  in  its  sale.  About  this  time  the  two  brothers,  H.  A.  and 
A.  W.  Hilker,  formed  a  partnership  under  the  style  of  the  Hilker  Brick  Com- 
pany and  in  this  connection  they  handle  a  full  line  of  brick,  buying  Chicago 
high  grade  facing  brick  which  they  retail  upon  the  market.  In  1915  they 
became  agents  for  the  Red  Seal  Oil  Company  and  A.  W.  Hilker  now  controls 
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the  brick  business  of  the  firm  while  H.  A.  Hilker  handles  the  oil  business. 
Their  North  Point  yard  is  now  being  converted  into  a  summer  resort.  The 
tract  comprises  about  eighty  acres  of  land  with  a  half  mile  of  beach  and  they 
have  about  fifty-seven  acrea  for  sale.  This  is  being  platted  into  lots  of  one 
hundred  feet  frontage  facing  the  road  and  the  lake.  All  the  tract  has  rock 
bottom  so  that  it  cannot  wash  away  and  there  is  an  excellent  beach.  It  is 
thus  being  developed  into  a  very  attractive  resort  and  is  proving  an  important 
branch  of  their  business. 

Henry  A.  Hilker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sheriff,  of 
Racine,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Thompson)  SheriflF,  who  removed 
to  Racine  in  1855.  Her  father  came  from  England  and  her  mother  from  Iowa» 
in  which  state  they  were  married.  He  engaged  in  farming  in  Racine  county 
but  both  he  and  his  wife  have  passed  away.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilker  have 
been  born  two  children :  Pearl  Helen  and  Margaret  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Hilker  is 
now  active  as  administrator  of  the  Sheriff  estate.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
republican  and  his  religious  faith  is  evidenced  in  his  membership  in  the  German 
Evangelical  church  on  Park  avenue.  Its  teachings  guide  him  in  all  his  relations 
and  his  fellow  townsmen  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  he  is  a  most  upright 
and  honorable  gentleman  as  well  as  a  progressive  man,  having  in  all  his  busi- 
ness pursuits  followed  constructive  methods,  his  success  never  being  won  at  the 
price  of  another's  failure. 


JOHN  H.  BROECKER. 


While  a  well  known  and  successful  manufacturer  of  Racine,  John  H. 
Broecker  is  perhaps  equally  well  known  in  musical  circles  and  also  through 
his  connection  with  the  public  interests  of  the  community.  He  was  bom  in 
Germany,  April  7,  1850,  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Broecker,  who  came  to 
Racine  in  1854.  The  father  was  a  cabinetmaker  and  became  a  contractor  with 
the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company,  retaining  that  connection  for  many 
years,  but  both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 

John  H.  Broecker  attended  the  parochial  and  public  schools  of  Racine  and 
for  fifteen  years  was  employed  by  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Conipany 
in  its  woodworking  department.  In  1878  he  began  traveling  for  C.  Altringer, 
whom  he  thus  represented  upon  the  road  until  1899,  or  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years.  He  was  most  popular  with  his  patrons  and  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  valued  representatives  of  the  house.  On  severing  that  connection  in 
order  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
paper  boxes  and  for  two  months  continued  the  business  in  the  Secor  building, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  removed  to  the  corner  of  Villa  and  Fourteenth 
streets.  Here  he  has  since  continued  in  business.  The  Broecker  Paper  Box 
Company  was  incorporated  about  1910,  being  a  reorganization  of  the  Racme 
Paper  Box  Company.  Its  officers  are:  J.  H.  Broecker,  president;  M.  U- 
Broecker,  vice  president,  and  C.  A.  Broecker,  secretary  and  treasurer*.  The 
company  employs  twenty-five  workmen,  most  of  whom  are  skilled  operators. 
The  plant  was  rebuilt  in  1911  of  mill  construction.  The  product  is  sold  to 
manufacturers  of  this  district  and  Mr.  Broecker  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
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the  only  man  who  has  made  a  success  of  the  paper  box  manufacturing  business 
in  Racine. 

In  musical  circles  Mr.  Broecker  has  also  been  prominent  and  active.  In 
1868  he  organized  one  of  the  first  bands  in  Racine,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
figured  largely  in  connection  with  the  development  of  musical  interests  in 
the  city.  He  is  proficient  as  a  pipe  organ  player  and  as  such  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  St.  Joseph's,  St.  Mary's  and  Holy  Name  Catholic  churches. 

On  the  22nd  of  October,  1878,  Mr.  Broecker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Altringer,  the  only  child  of  C.  and  Mary  (Hoscheit)  Altringer.  Her 
father  came  to  Racine  in  1847  and  engaged  in  business  here  as  a  fanning  mill 
manufacturer.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Broecker  have  been  born  eight  children: 
Christopher  A.,  who  is  in  business  with  his  father  and  who  was  married  on  the 
18th  of  April,  1912,  to  Miss  Josephine  Mohrbacher,  of  this  county ;  Henry  J., 
also  in  business  with  his  father;  Mamie,  at  home:  Joseph,  who  is  connected 
with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company;  Herman,  of  Racine,  who 
married  Mary  Koenig  and  has  one  child,  Dolores ;  Rose,  at  home ;  John,  who  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  business,  and  Prances,  at  home. 

The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Holy  Name  Catholic  church  and  in  politics 
Mr.  Broecker  maintains  an  independent  course.  For  five  years  he  served  as 
alderman  from  the  third  ward  and  was  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  and 
also  of  the  judiciary  committee  and  exercised  his  official  prerogatives  to  further 
the  best  interests  of  his  city  in  every  way.  He  is  a  self-made  man  and  deserves 
much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished.  He  began  his  education  in  one  of 
the  little  log  schoolhouses  where  methods  of  instruction  are  very  primitive, 
but  he  early  recognized  the  fact  that  the  lack  of  early  advantages  is  no  bar  to 
progress.  He  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons  in  the  school  of  experience 
and  has  continuously  worked  his  way  upward,  reaching  out  along  constantly 
broadening  lines  for  the  benefit  of  others  as  well  as  for  the  attainment  of  in- 
dividual success. 


JOSEPH  J.  WILKE. 


Joseph  J.  Wilke,  sales  manager  for  the  Red  Star  Yeast  Company,  and  since 
1907  general  agent  for  Racine  county,  was  bom  in  Austria,  August  19,  1882, 
the  son  of  John  and  Fannie  (Vlenovsky)  Wilke,  who  were  also  natives  of 
that  country.  The  father  died  in  1883  and  the  mother  afterward  married 
Antone  Keller.  In  1894  they  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Racine, 
at  which  time  Joseph  J.  Wilke  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  He  had  previously 
attended  school  in  Vienna,  Austria,  and  in  1893  he  came  to  the  United  States 
with  an  aunt.'  They  made  their  way  to  Duluth,  Minnesota,  and  for  eight 
months  he  remained  in  that  city  and  for  a  year  in  Chicago.  He  then  joined  his 
mother  in  Racine  in  1894  and  began  work  in  a  machine  shop,  being  thus 
employed  until  1898,  when  he  removed  to  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  spent  three  years  on  a  farm. 

On  the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Wilke  returned  to  Racine  irx  19Q1  and 
for  two  years  was  employed  at  the  Alschuler  Overall  Factory.    In  1903  he 
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began  work  for  the  Red  Star  Yeast  Company  and  occupied  the  position  of 
salesman  for  four  years  when  in  1907  he  was  made  general  agent  for  Racine 
county  and  thus  manages  and  controls  the  business  of  the  company  in  thii 
coimty,  selling  to  both  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade,  his  patrons  being  gro- 
cers and  bakers  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  now  has  about  two  hundred 
customers  and  supplies  each  with  yeast  three  times  a  week  or  more^  He  has 
developed  a  business  of  large  proportions,  his  enterprise  and  deterniination 
bringing  to  him  well  earned  success. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1910,  Mr.  Wilke  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rosa 
Keykal,  a  native  of  Racine  and  a  daughter  of  Antone  and  Barbara  Keykal. 
of  Austria,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1880  and  in  1882  established 
their  home  in  Racine.  The  father  was  employed  as  a  trunk  maker  by  the 
Secor  Trunk  Company.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Wilke  is  also  living  and  makers 
her  home  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Mr.  Wilke  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  for  the  past 
four  years  has  been  secretary  of  St.  Mary's  Court,  No.  211.  He  is  also  a  past 
coimcilor  of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers  and  was  formerly  president  of 
the  Racine  Trades  &  Labor  Council,  and  a  member  of  the  state  executive 
board  of  the  Federation  of  Labor.  He  is  likewise  a  past  vice  president  of 
the  State  Federation  of  Catholic  Societies  and  he  belongs  to  the  St.  Rose 
Catholic  church.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party 
and  for  one  term  he  filled  the  office  of  supervisor  while  oh  other  occasions  he 
has  been  candidate  for  clerk  of  the  court  and  alderman  from  the  sixth  ward. 
His  has  been  a  busy  life  for  from  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  has  depended 
upon  his  own  resources  and  whatever  success  he  has  achieved  is  attributable 
entirely  to  his  own  labors. 


CARL  D.  SKOW. 


Among  the  growing  and  important  business  enterprises  which  have  con- 
verted Washington  avenue  into  a  busy  mart  of  trade  is  the  dry  goods  estab- 
lishment owned  and  conducted  by  Carl  D.  Skow,  one  of  the  enterprising  citi- 
zens that  Denmark  has  furnished  to  Racine.  He  was  bom  in  that  coimtry 
February  5,  1863,  his  parents  being  T.  N.  and  Ursula  Skow,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  Denmark.  The  son  came  to  the  United  States  in  May,  1882, 
when  a  yoimg  man  of  nineteen  years,  and  settled  first  at  Racine,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  dry  goods,  house  of  J.  C.  Hansen,  who  was  his 
brother-in-law  and  was  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  merchants  of  the  place. 
Five  years  later  Mr.  Skow  returned  to  Denmark,  where  he  visited  for  a  month, 
renewing  the  friendships  of  his  earlier  years,  and  then  returned  to  Racine. 
He  is  a  printer  by  trade  and  for  eight  months  he  followed  that  business  in 
Minneapolis,  but  in  the  spring  of  1889  returned  to  Racine  and  here  embarked 
in  the  dry  goods  business,  opening  a  store  at  No.  1314  Washington  avenue. 
This  is  thirty  by  ninety  feet,  four  stories  in  the  rear  and  one  story  in  front 

In  addition  to  carefully  and  successfully  managing  the  dry  goods  business 
Mr.  Skow  has  extended  his  efforts  along  other  lines.    In  connection  with  three 
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others  he  formed  the  Panish- American  Lutheran  College  Investment  Associa- 
tion, which  was  incorporated  in  1897  by  Mr.  Skow,  J.  C.  and  M.  C.  Hansen 
and  Lars  Morgensen.  They  purchased  the  property  now  called  Banzie  Park, 
containing  about  thirty-five  acres,  platted  and  sold  the  lots,  the  proceeds  of 
which  were  used  to  found  and  build  Luther  College,  of  which  Mr.  Skow  has 
continuously  been  one  of  the  directors  aYid  which  he  has  been  very  active  in 
developing  and  upbuilding.  The  land  was  taken  over  in  1902  by  the  Luther 
High  School  &  College  Association. 

It  was  in  1890  that  Mr.  Skow  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marie  Anna 
Nielsen,  a  native  of  Denmark,  who  in  1889  came  to  Racine  with  her  mother. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skow  are  the  parents  of  nine  children :  Anna,  the  wife  of  George 
J.  Due,  a  resident  of  Racine;  Esther,  at  home;  Aage  V.,  who  is  an  artist  and 
is  now  studying  at  the  Art  Institute  in  Chicago ;  Charles  T.,  an  electrician  liv- 
ing in  Racine;  Ruth,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Racine  high  school;  Harold, 
attending  high  school;  and  George,  Helen  and  Paul,  who  are  also  under  the 
parental  roof. 

Mr.  Skow  maintains  an  independent  political  course,  never  allowing  him- 
self to  support  any  political  party.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Danish  Lutheran  church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  is  very  active,  doing  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  promote  its  growth  and  extend  its  influence.  His  life 
is  at  all  times  guided  by  high  and  honorable  principles,  making  him  a  man 
whom  to  know  is  to  honor  and  esteem. 


REV.  JOHN  M.  NAUGHTIN. 

Rev.  John  M.  Naughtin,  pastor  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  at  Racine, 
assumed  his  duties  in  this  connection  in  1909, and  has  here  remained  for  a 
period  of  seven  years,  during  which  time  his  labors  have  been  faithful  and 
fruitful.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Zanesville  in 
June,  1854,  his  parents  being  Thomas  P.  and  Bridget  Naughtin,  who  were 
natives  of  Ireland.  On  coming  to  the  new  world  they  made  their  way  to*  Ohio, 
settling  there  at  an  early  period.  The  father  has  been  spoken  of  as  a  man  of 
modest  means  but  of  the  strictest  integrity.  He  became  a  representative  mer- 
chant of  Mauston,  Wisconsin,  where  for  many  years  he  filled  the  position  of 
postmaster,  his  service  in  that  connection  continuing  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

At  an  early  age  Father  Naughtin  determined  to  enter  the  priesthood  and 
all  of  his  studies  were  directed  with  that  end  in  view.  He  spent  considerable 
time  as  a  student  in  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  and  afterward  continued  his 
studies  at  St  Bonaventure  in  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  county.  New  York,  where 
he  remained  for  about  five  years.  He  completed  his  preparation  for  the  priest- 
hood at  St.  Francis,  Wisconsin.  He  was  then  ordained  by  Archbishop  Michael 
Heiss  June  25,  1882,  and  his  first  assignment  was  to  the  position  of  teacher 
at  Pio  Nono  College  near  Milwaukee,  where  he  continued  from  1882  until  1884. 
In  the  latter  year  he  was  made  assistant  at  St.  John's  Cathedral  in  Milwaukee, 
where  he  continued  for  eight  years.    He  then  founded  St.  Mathew's  church 
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at  Milwaukee,  remaining  there  three  years,  and  his  next  charge  was  at  Madi- 
son, Wisconsin,  where  he  continued  his  labors  for  fourteen  years,  and  on  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  came  to'  Racine'  October  25,  1909,  having  been 
appointed  pastor  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church.  Here  his  work  has  been  fraught 
with  good  results  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  church  and  in  the  organization  of 
the  work.  He  possesses  a  fine  private  library  and  has  been  a  close  student  of 
sociological  and  economic  conditions.  He  has  been  enabled  to  advise  his  people 
wisely  and  well  upon  many  questions  of  vital  importance  to  them  and  he  has 
the  highest  respect  of  his  parishioners. 


ST.  ROSE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

St.  Rose  Catholic  church,  of  which  Rev.  John  M.  Naughtin  is  now  pastor, 
was  established  October  6,  1885,  when  the  comer  stone  was  laid,  and  the 
church  was  dedicated  January  31,  1886.  This  was  regarded  only  as  a  tem- 
porary structure,  however,  and  the  growth  of  the  congregation  soon  led  to  a 
demand  for  a  larger  church.  The  corner  stone  of  the  present  edifice  was  laid 
May  24,  1903,  and  the  church  was  dedicated  February  14,  1904.  It  is  an 
excellent  structure,  well  appointed  and  beautifully  adorned,  and  the  work  of 
the  church  has  been  carefully  organized  through  its  various  societies  and 
steady  progress  is  being  made. 


ADOLPH  W.  HILKER. 


Adolph  W.  Hilker  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Hilker  Brothers,  of  Racine. 
The  name  has  long  been  synonymous  with  business  enterprise  in  this  city  and 
the  record  of  A.  W.  Hilker  fully  sustains  the  enviable  reputation  which  has 
ever  been  associated  with  the  commercial  and  industrial  enterprises  conducted 
by  the  Hilker  family.  He  was  bom  in  Racine,  December  25,  1867,  and  is  a 
son  of  Adolph  and  Caroline  (Broeker)  Hilker,  who  are  mentioned  at  length 
on  another  page  of  this  work  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  his  brother, 
H.  A.  Hilker.  After  attending  the  public  schools  A.  W.  Hilker  continued  hl<; 
education  in  the  Marsh  Business  College  and  when  his  textbooks  were  put 
aside  he  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  brick  manufacturing  busi- 
ness with  which  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  in  both  principle  and  detail. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  associated  with  his  brother  in  organizing 
the  firm  of  Hilker  Brothers  Brick  Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  he  became, 
secretary  and  treasurer,  with  Henry  August  Hilker  as  vice  president  and 
William  Hilker,  Sr.,  president.  They  employed  about  seventy-five  men  and 
their  annual  output  exceeded  six  million  bricks,  including  cream  colored 
pressed  and  common  brick.  That  Adolph  W.  Hilker  ranked  high  in  the  regard 
of  others  in  the  same  line  of  business  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  was  for 
two  years  honored  with  the  presidency  of  the  Brick  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion of  Wisconsin.     In  1914  the  company  discontinued  the  manufacture  of 
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brick  but  still  engaged  in  its  sale,  handling  a  fine  Chicago  product.  In  1915 
they  accepted  the  agency  of  the  Red  Seal  Oil  Company,  Adolph  W.  Hilker 
remaining  active  in  the  management  of  the  brick  business,  while  his  brother, 
Henry  A.  Hilker,  has  the  management  of  the  oil  trade.  The  former  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Pox-Hilker  Shoe  Company,  manufacturers  of  men's  fine  shoes, 
and  is  now  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  For  five  years  he  has  been 
president  of  the  Wisconsin  Clay  Workers'  Association.  At  the  present  time 
they  are  developing  a  summer  resort  along  the  lake  having  eighty  acres  with 
a  frontage  of  half  a  mile  on  the  beach. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1895,  Mr.  Hilker  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia 
Buscher,  who  was  born  in  Sheboygan  county,  Wisconsin,  and  they  now  have 
a  daughter,  Luella  Dorothy.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  First  Evangelical 
church,  in  which  Mr.  Hilker  is  serving  as  a  trustee.  In  politics  he  is  an  earn- 
est republican  and  for  a  year  filled  the  office  of  supervisor.  He  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  both  political  and  church  affairs  and  has  been  a  co-operant 
factor  in  many  well  defined  plans  and  measures  for  the  public  good.  His  life 
work  has  been  fruitful  of  substantial  results  and  he  has  added  new  laurels  to 
the  fair  name  of  Hilker  in  Racine  county. 


JUNCTION  HARDWARE  COMPANY. 

The  Junction  Hardware  Company  is  one  of  the  well  established  and  suc- 
cessful mercantile  enterprises  of  Racine,  the  business  being  now  carried  on  by 
Frederick  T^  and  William  G.  Maxted.  These  brothers  are  sons  of  Frederick 
William  Maxted,  who  was  born  in  England  and  in  1881  came  to  Racine.  In 
1891  he  established  a  hardware  business  at  No.  1330  Washington  street,  which 
was  one  of  the  first  in  that  part  of  the  town,  and  in  1894  he  erected  the  present 
building,  a  two-story  structure,  thirty  by  eighty-seven  and  a  half  feet.  Since 
that  time  the  hardware  business  has  been  conducted  at  the  present  location. 
In  March,  1910,  the  business  was  turned  over  to  the  two  sons,  William  G.  and 
Frederick  T,  Maxted,  who  have  since  been  active  in  control  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  Maxted  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Arthurs,  a  native  of  Canada,  and 
to  them  were  bom  three  children,  but  Ella,  the  first  born  and  the  only  daughter, 
died  in  infancy.  The  elder  son,  William  G.  Maxted,  was  born  in  Racine,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1884,  and  obtained  a  public  school  education,  later  becoming  con- 
nected with  his  father  in  business,  the  association  being  thus  maintained  until 
he  and  his  brother  took  over  the  business,  which  they  now  manage  and  con- 
duct. He  mari;ied  Mabel  Catherine  Meyers,  of  Racine,  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1911.  She  was  born  in  Union  Grove,  Wisconsin,  and  is  well  known  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  Frederick  T.  Maxted  was  bom  March  24,  1889,  and 
attended  the  public  schools,  after  whidh  he  became  his  brother's  associate  in 
the  ownership  and  conduct  of  the  business  which  they  now  carry  on.  The 
firm  are  members  of  the  Retail  Merchants'  Association  and  also  of  the  Junc- 
tion Business  Men's  Association,  of  which  William  G.  Maxted  is  the  vice  presi- 
dent. He  is  also  identified  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles  and  the  Musicians'  Union.    He  possesses  much  native  musical 
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talent,  which  he  has  cultivated,  and  he  is  now  a  membep^  of  the  Eagles'  band 
and  orchestra.  The  members  of  the  family  are  connected  with  the  Episcopal 
church  and  in  politics  William  G.  Maxted  maintains  an  independent  course. 
His  brother  Frederick  is  a  member  of  the  Elks  lodge.  He  enliste4  in  Battery 
C,  Wisconsin  Battalion,  Wisconsin  National  Guard,  as  a  private  and  he  is  also 
active  in  athletic  circles,  having  been  a  member  of  the  football  and  basket  ball 
teams  for  the  past  ten  years.  It  was  the  Maxted  brothers  who  organized  the 
last  city  football  team  and  Frederick  has  been  captain  of  this  team  for  the 
past  four  years,  during  which  time  it  has  held  the  state  championship,  .while 
William  G.  is  manager  of  the  team.  This  is  a  non-professional  team,  financed 
by  its  own  members.  The  b^ket  ball  team  is  the  Horlick-Racine  basket  ball 
team.  The  two  brothers  are  very  prominent  figures  in  athletic  circles  and 
they  have  done  much  to  further  clean  sport  and  raise  the  public  stan4ard  in 
this  connection.  At  the  same  time  they  are  enterprising  and  progressive^ busi- 
ness men  and  their  success  is  well  merited.  » 


THE  HABTMANN  TRUNK  COMPANY. 

Joseph  S.  Hartmann,  president  of  the  Hartmann  Trunk  Company,  of  Racine, 
was  bom  in  Germany,  in  1846,  and  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  when  he 
made  the  long  voyage  across  the  briny  deep  to  the  United  States  in  1862.  He 
first  settled  in  New  York  but  afterward  made  his  way  westward  to  Wiscon- 
sin, establishing  his  home  in  Milwaukee.  A  few  years  later  he  embarked  in 
the  trunk  business  there  under  the  name  of  Carpeles-Hartmann  &  Company, 
and  later  removed  to  Chicago  although  he  established  his  business  in  Racine. 

The  Hartmann  Trunk  Company  was  organized  in  November,  1889,  and  the 
plant  opened  at  Hamilton  and  Railway  avenues.  The  promoter  of  the  busi- 
ness was  Joseph  S.  Hartmann,  of  Chicago,  and  his  son  Henry  S.  became  his 
partner  and  has  since  resided  in  Racine.  The  present  officers  are  Joseph  S. 
Hartmann,  president;  Henry  S.  Hartmann,  vice  president;  Samuel  J.  Hart- 
mann, treasurer ;  Hugo  Hartmann,  secretary ;  and  George  H.  Wheary,  factory 
manager.  The  business  was  established  on  a  small  scale  but  today  the  buildings 
constituting  the  plant  cover  three  acres  and  they  are  three  stories  in  height 
with  basement  and  all  of  mill  Construction.  The  plant  is  supplied  with  sprink- 
ler system  throughout  and  employment  is  given  tQ  three  hundred  people,  most 
of  whom  are  skilled  in  their  line.  The  general  sales  offices  of  the  company  are 
in  Chicago  and  New  York,  the  wholesale  branch  in  Chicago  being  maintained 
at  No.  207  W.  Jackson  boulevard,  and  the  retail  stores  at  No.  626  South  Michi- 
gan avenue,  and  No.  119  North  Wabash  avenue.  The  wholesale  salesrooms 
in  Now  York  are  situated  in  the  New  Waldorf  building  at  16  West  Thirty- 
third  street  and  the  company  has  agencies  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  They 
manufacture  the  Hartmann  wardrobe  trunk  and  the  company  has  over  one 
hundred  patents  issued  and  others  pending.  This  trunk  received  the  grand 
prize  at  the  California  exposition.  The  company  sells  direct  to  all  dealers 
and  is  represented  upon  the  road  by  twelve  traveling  salesmen.  They  also 
manufacture  a  line  of  traveling  luggage.     Their  wardrobe  trunks  bear  the 
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trade-mark  names  of  Rite-Hite  and  Berth-High.  The  Kite-Hite  is  the  stand- 
ard upright  trunk,  the  Berth-High  is  a  steamqr  wardroho  ti'unk.  In  their 
employ  are  a  number  of  men  who  have  been  with  them  for  twenty-five  years  or 
more,  which  speaks  volumes  in  behalf  of  the  relation  of  employer  and  employe. 
They  have  always  paid  good  wages  to  their  workmen,  who  recognize  the  fact 
that  faithful  service  on  their  part  means  promotion  and  advancement. 

Joseph  S.  Hartmann  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  Heller,  of  New 
York,  and  they  have  five  children :  Sam  J.,  a  resident  of  Chicago ;  Henry  S., 
who  was  bom  in  New  York  and  is  now  residing  in  Racine ;  Hugo,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Chicago ;  Mrs.  A.  W.  Bensinger,  also  of  Chicago ;  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Wolf- 
son,  of  New  York.  The  son  Henry  is  a  member  of  the  Elks  lodge  and  is  also 
a  chapter  Mason. 

In  his  political  views  Henry  S.  Hartmann  is  a  republican  and  his  social 
^ature  finds  expression  in  his  membership  in  the  Racine  Country  Club,  the 
Ravislow  Country  Club,  of  Chicago,  and  the  Standard  Club,  of  Chicago.  He 
is  likewise  a  director  of  the  Racine  public  library,  of  the  Central  Association 
and  of  the  Cleveland  Orphan  Asylum,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  is  interested 
in  local  progress  and  co-operates  in  many  plans  and  measures  which  have  to 
do  with  the  substantial  upbuilding  and  development  of  this  city.  At  the  same 
time  the  major  part  of  his  attention  has  been  given  to  his  business  affairs. 
He  was  trained  to  the  work  of  the  establishment  under  the  direction  of  his 
father  and  mastering  every  branch  of  the  trade  has  become  vice  president 
of  the  company  and  his  father's  able  assistant  in  the  conduct  and  management 
of  the  business,  largely  relieving  him  of  cares  and  responsibilities  in  con- 
nection therewith.  The  labors  of  the  son  efficiently  supplement  and  round 
out  the  experiences  of  the  father  and  both  are  regarded  as  progressive  and 
representative  business  men  of  Racine. 

Geo.  H.  Wheary,  who  is  factory  manager  and  a  director  of  the  company, 
was  bom  in  Petersburg,  Virginia,  June  21,  1875.  He  came  to  Racine  in  1902 
and  became  associated  with  the  Hartmann  Trunk  Company  as  designer.  He 
was  the  patentee  of  the  Hartmann  wardrobe  trunks  and  later  became  superin- 
tendent and  is  now  factory  manager.  He  married  Mamie  Gebb,  of  Racine,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Geor^,  Eugene  and  Virginia.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Elks,  the  Moose,  the  Eagles,  the  Racine  Commercial  Club  and  the  Racine  Coun- 
try 6lub. 


PETER  CHRISTIANSEN. 

Peter  Christiansen,  a  member  of  the  Junction  Furniture  Company,  owes 
his  success  to  the  fact  that  he  has  always  been  a  willing  worker,  not  afraid  of 
that  laborious  attention  to  business  which  is  the  basis  of  all  honorable  suc- 
ces.  He  was  born,  in  Denmark,  May  10,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  H.  P.  and  Anna 
Marie  (Stage)  Christiansen,  both  of  whom  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Den- 
mark. 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1889,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty  years,  that  Peter 
Christiansen  came  to  the  United  States.    He  sailed  for  eight  months  on  the 
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Atlantic  as  a  seaman  and  then  became  connected  with  the  Fall  River  line, 
plying  between  New  York  and  Boston.  He  had  previously  been  a  sailor  and 
fisherman  in  Denmark  and  in  1891  he  returned  to  his  native  country  but  after 
remaining  there  for  a  short  time  he  once  more  came  to  the  new  world  and 
arrived  in  Racine  in  1892.  He  afterward  made  a  few  trips  on  the  Great  Lakes 
and  for  six  months  he  was  connected  with  the  Racine  life  saving  station.  He 
started  in  the  furniture  business  in  Racine  in  1893  but  in  1896  went  to  Tacoma, 
Washington,  although  he  returned  in  the  same  year.  He  was  afterward  with 
the  Racine  Boat  Company  until  1901,  when  he  established  a  furniture  store 
at  No.  1326  Washington  avenue.  Here  he  was  afterward  joined  by  K.  F. 
Jacobson,  who  a  year  later  sold  to  Lund  Hensen.  After  three  years  William 
Lemke  also  bought  an  interest  in  the  business.  The  two  latter  sold  to  Martin 
Larsen.  The  business  was  organized  and  incorporated  in  1902  under  the  name 
of  the  Junction  Furniture  Company.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  partr 
nership  since  Mr.  Larsen  became  his  associate  and  under  their  direction  the 
trade  has  constantly  grown.  The  business  was  started  on  a  very  small  scale, 
Mr.  Christiansen  having  at  the  time  a  capital  of  but  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  In  1908  he  rebuilt  his  plant,  which  he  converted  from  a  frame  to  a 
brick  building,  and  the  business  is  now  well  housed,  while  the  line  of  goods 
carried  is  extensive  and  attractive. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  1895,  Mr.  Christiansen  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Anna  J.  Hansen,  who  was  bom  in  Denmark  and  in  early  womanhood 
came  to  Wisconsin.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  three 
children,  Anna,  Laura  and  Peter. 

Mr.  Christiansen  is  not  allied  with  any  political  party  but  he  belongs  to 
the  Danish  Brotherhood,  the  Danish  Society  and  the  Danish  Lutheran  church 
and  he  stands  for  those  things  which  are  most  worth  while  and  of  greatest 
value  to  the  community.  The  spirit  of  progress  which  prompted  him  to  seek 
a  home  in  the  new  world  in  his  early  manhood  has  characterized  his  entire  life. 
He  has  gained  a  wide  acquaintance  in  Racine  and  those  who  know  him  enter- 
tain for  him^  high  regard,  recognizing  that  his  salient  characteristics  are 
sterling. 


R.  M.  WALKER. 


R.  M.  Walker  resides  upon  a  farm  on  section  19,  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship, where  he  has  made  his  home  continually  since  1878.  All  the  buildings 
have  been  erected  by  him,  all  the  trees  planted  by  him  and  the  work  of  im- 
provement has  been  carried  steadily  forward,  indicative  of  his  progressive 
spirit.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  family  that  has 
been  identified  with  the  growth  of  Racine  county  for  eighty-one  years.  Mr. 
Walker  was  born  in  Byron,  New  York,  June  7,  1836,  a  son  of  Nelson  A.  and 
Lucinda  Walker,  the  former  removing  to  the  west  in  1835,  while  the  latter 
arrived  in  1836.  Making  his  way  to  Wisconsin,  Nelson  A.  Walker  secured  a 
claim  at  Ivos  Grove,  where  he  lived  for  a  year.  He  then  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township  and  occupied  that  fann 
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altogether  for  about  forty  years,  transforming  it  into  a  rich  and  productive 
tract.  He  also  bought  forty  acres  more  and  at  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of 
two  hundred  acres  now  situated  in  the  very  center  of  Racine,  but  after  a  time 
he  disposed  of  that  property,  which  today  would  make  any  man  very  wealthy 
if  it  were  in  his  possession.  The  death  of  Nelson  A.  Walker  occurred  in 
Chicago,  November  11,  1886,  and  his  remains  were  brought  back  for  interment 
in  Mound  cemetery.  He  had  for  a  decade  survived  his  wife,  who  died  on  the 
14th  of  October,  1876.  They  were  both  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
church  at  Mygatts  Comers  and  Mr.  Walker  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
republican  party. 

It  was  during  his  infancy  that  R.  M.  Walker  was  brought  by  his  mother 
to  Wisconsin  to  join  the  husband  and  father  in  the  home  which  he  had  pre- 
pared. He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  early  becoming  familiar  with  all  the  duties 
and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  in  the  common  schools 
of  Mount  Pleasant  township  he  pursued  his  early  education.  He  afterward 
went  to  Racine  College  and  in  due  time  was  graduated  from  that  institution. 
Following  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  responded  to  the  country's  call  for 
troops,  enlisting  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, with  which  he  remained  until  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the 
war  in  1865.  He  then  returned  and  resumed  farming,  remaining  upon  the  old 
home  place  until  1878,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  from  his  father 
and  upon  that  tract  has  lived  continuously  since.  His  labors  have  wrought 
a  marked  transformation  in  its  appearance,  for  he  has  erected  all  of  the  build- 
ings there,  has  planted  fine  shade  trees,  has  developed  an  excellent  orchard 
and  has  a  splendid  grove.  There  are  none  of  the  accessories  and  equipment 
of  a  model  farm  that  are  lacking  and  for  many  years  Mr.  Walker  was  busily 
and  actively  engaged  in  the  further  development  and  improvement  of  the 
place. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1866,  Mr.  Walker  was  married  to  Miss  Minerva 
A.  Secore,  a  daughter  of  Gordon  Secore,  and  to  them  have  been  bom  three 
children :  Nelson  A.,  Mortimer  E.  and  Mabel  E.  The  daughter  is  the  wife  of 
Stanley  Tallman  and  resides  in  Janesville,  Wisconsin. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Walker  is  a  republican  and  he  has  served  as  path- 
master,  but  has  never  been  a  politician  in  the  usually  accepted  sense  of  office 
seeking.  He  has,  however,  been  officially  connected  with  the  schools  and  has 
labored  to  raise  the  standard  of  public  education  in  this  district.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  church. 


NELSON  A.  WALKER. 

Nelson  A.  Walker,  the  elder  son  of  R.  M.  Walker,  was  bom  on  the  old 
family  homestead  in  Mount  Pleasant  and  attended  school  until  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  early  trained  to  habits  of  industry  in  connection  with 
the  work  of  the  farm  and  for  twenty  years  he  operated  his  father's  dairy.  Dur- 
ing the  past  five  years  his  time  and  energies  have  been  devoted  to  the  further 
cultivation  of  his  father's  eighty-acro  tract  of  land,  which  he  has  brought  to  a 
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high  state  of  development,  rendering  it  very  productive.    His  methods  are  at 
once  practical  and  progressive  and  excellent  results  follow  his  labors. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  1914,  Nelson  A.  Walker  was  married  to  Miss  Ger- 
trude P.  Chamberlain,  a  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Ida  L.  (Draper)  Chamber- 
lain, the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  Nelson 
A.  Walker  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  in  various  ways.  Like 
him,  he  is  a  republican  and  also  a  member  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  church. 
Three  generations  of  the  family  have  been  identified  with  the  agricultural 
progress  of  the  community  and  with  the  growth  and  development  of  the  county 
for  eighty-one  years. 


FRANCIS  W.  DICKEY. 


Francis  W.  Dickey  is  president  of  the  Central  Storage  Company  and  is 
also  prominently  identified  with  other  business  interests.     He  was  formerly 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  E.  P.  Dickey  Racine  Fanning  Mill  Company. 
He  was  bom  in  Racine,  February  6,  1863,  a  son  of  Edwin  P.  and  Gertrude  L 
(Fratt)  Dickey.    The  former,  a  native  of  Geneseo,  New  York,  came  to  Racine 
in  the  fall  of  1844,  joining  his  uncle,  A.  P.  Dickey,  who  had  arrived  in  this 
city  in  1840.    For  a  short  time  he  worked  for  his  uncle  and  then  began  the 
manufacture  of  fanning  mills  under  his  own  name,  while  later  the  business 
was  reorganized  under  the  style  of  the  E.  P.  Dickey  Fanning  Mill  Company. 
Before  leaving  the  east  Edwin  P.  Dickey  had  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
fanning  mills  in  New  York.    In  1840  he  became  a  resident  of  Marshall,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  wire  cloth.    In  1844, 
as  previously  stated,  he  arrived  in  Racine  and  here  he  was  connected  with 
wire  cloth  manufacturing,  principally  for  Case  &  Company,  until  1850,  when 
he  resumed  the  fanning  mill  business.    To  him,  perhaps,  belongs  the  credit  of 
the  invention  of  the  process  of  separating  grain  in  the  sieve,  for  Mr.  Dickey 
invented  the  adjustable  grader  for  grading  and  hurdle  for  separating  oats 
frjom  barley.     In  1881,  yielding  to  the  necessity  of  more  room  and  more 
extended  operations,  the  corporation  was  formed  with  a  capital  of  five  thou- 
sand  dollars,  with  E.  P.  Dickey  as  president  and  F.  W.  Dickey,  secretary  and 
treasurer.    In  addition  to  fanning  mills  the  company  took  up  the  manufacture 
of  the  Badger  State  milk  safe  and  the  Improved  Star,  feed  cutters  and  further 
extended  the  scope  of  their  activities  by  buying  out  the  right  and  title  to  the 
Little  Chief  fanning  mill,  formerly  the  property  of  Daniel  Bull.    The  capacity 
of  the  plant  was  twenty-two  hundred  machines  a  year  and  these  were  shipped 
throughout  the  United  States  and  also  supplied  a  large  export  trade.    The 
proprietors  gave  their  personal  attention  to  each  article  sent  out  and  based 
the  growth  of  their  business  upon  the  substantial  quality  of  their  product 
E.  P.  Dickey,  the  founder  of  the  business,  died  in  1896,  after  which  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  until  1911,  when  the  company  ceased  the  manufacture 
of  fanning  mills  and  entered  the  storage  business. 

Francis  W.  Dickey,  who  had  been  the  active  associate  and  became  the 
successor  of  his  father  in  the  fanning  mill  business,  obtained  a  public  school 
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education  and  received  his  business  ti*aining  in  connection  with  the  fanning 
mill  manufactory.  He  was  active  in  the  management  and  control  of  that 
business  until  1911,  when  he  ceased  the  manufacture  of  fanning  mills  in  order 
to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  the  storage  business.  The  Central  Storage 
Company  was  organized  by  him  in  1890  and  is  now  conducting  business  at 
Nos.  517-21  Center  street.  The  building  is  of  mill  construction,  forty  by 
sixty  feet,  three  stories  and  basement.  They  furnish  storage  for  household 
goods,  merchandise,  pianos,  automobiles,  etc.,  and  the  business  has  now  reached 
extensive  and  profitable  proportions.  He  owns  much  valuable  improved  realty, 
including  apartment  houses  and  other  properties. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1895,  Mr.  Dickey  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  A. 
Puller,  a  daughter  of  William  Puller,  who  for  many  years  was  a  conductor  on 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad.  The  three  children  of  this  mar- 
riage are  Alice  G.,  Doris  and  Edwin.  Praternally  Mr.  Dickey  is  connected 
with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  while  his  religious  belief  is  indicated  in  his  member- 
ship in  the  Presbyterian  church.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  repub- 
lican party  and  he  is  neglectful  of  none  of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  but  he  con- 
centrates his  time  and  energies  upon  his  business  and  by  close  application  and 
unremitting  energy  is  meeting  with  well  deserved  success. 


ELITE  LAUNDRY. 


The  Elite  Laundry  is  an  expression  of  Racine's  enterprise  and  dusiness 
ability.  It  is  the  property  of  the  firm  of  Eager  &  Dunn  and  the  rapid  Jevelop- 
ment  of  its  business  is  indicative  of  the  progressive  methods  of  the  owners. 
In  1905  the  firm  of  Chapman  &  Anderson  established  the  Elite  Laundry  at 
No.  612  Sixth  street,  but  after  two  yedrs  the  business  failed.  Several  months 
later  the  plant  was  sold  to  Hess  &  Williams,  who  a  year  later  sold  to  Eager  & 
Dunn.  Something  of  the  growth  of  the  business  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that 
at  that  time  the  pay  roll  was  less  than  forty  dollars  a  week  and  today  it  is 
more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  only  wagon  then  in  use  has 
been  supplanted  by  a  collection  and  delivery  system  that  utilizes  six  wagons 
and  two  automobiles.  The  number  of  employes  in  the  laundry  has  been  corre- 
spondingly increased.  The  latest  improved  machinery  has  been  introduced, 
including  a  Troy  collar  ironer  with  a  capacity  of  twenty-five  thousand  collars 
per  day.  The  enterprise  of  the  firm  is  further  indicated  in  the  fact  that  they 
now  have  three  independent  telephone  lines  under  the  number  282  and  employ 
a  girl  merely  to  answer  calls.  They  have  installed  a  Troy  Trojan  forty-eight 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty  flat  work  ironer  which  is  the  largest  in  the  state. 
Their  plant  is  always  open  to  the  public  and  in  fact  they  invite  and  solicit 
inspection,  knowing  that  when  their  methods  are  seen  they  will  be  appre- 
ciated and  that  business  will  accrue. 

Both  partners  were  experienced  laundrymen  before  entering  into  their 
present  relation.  They  have  made  an  attempt  to  educate  the  people  to  the 
value  of  their  business  methods  by  issuing  a  paper  called  Clean  Clothes  and 
their  progressiveness  has  resulted  in  a  continuous  and  substantial  growth  in 
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the  business.  After  a  year  they  were  forced  to  secure  the  second  floor  of  the 
building  at  No.  612  Sixth  street  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  they  leased  the 
Beffel  building  adjoining,  thus  securing  the  largest  floor  space  for  laundry 
purposes  in  Bacine.  In  the  next  two  years,  however,  they  again  outgrew 
their  quarters  and  they  purchased  land  at  Nos.  931-37  Carroll  street,  where 
they  erected  a  building  sixty  by  one  hundred  feet.  After  occupying  this  for 
three  years  they  found  it  necessary  to  put  up  a  sixteen  foot  addition  on  the 
east  side  of  the  building  in  order  to  enlarge  their  work-room.  They  have 
installed  a  wet  wash  department,  returning  clothing  wet  to  patrons,  who  can 
then  hang  their  clothes  in  the  open  air  for  drying  .  They  now  do  over  three 
tons  of  wet  wash  every  week  besides  six  tons  of  family  and  flat  work,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  shirt  and  collar  work.  The  firm  does  not  claim  to  have  attained 
perfection  but  it  does  claim  to  do  everything  within  its  power  to  make  the 
work  as  nearly  perfect  as  possible  and  it  is  putting  forth  every  effort  for  the 
further  improvement  of  its  service.  It  employs  over  fifty  people  and  pays 
the  highest  wages  in  the  city,  so  that  it  is  able  to  secure  the  mosj  competent 
help.  The  laundry  is  clean  and  sanitary  and  presents  none  of  the  appearance 
of  the  **blue  Monday"  of  the  home.  The  wash-room  methods  sterilize  as  well 
as  cleanse  and  the  goods  are  given  just  the  treatment  demanded  by  the  con- 
dition of  their  coloration  or  other  modification  of  the  original  fibers.  The  seven 
years  of  the  firm's  existence  has  been  a  period  of  continuous  development 
and  progress  and  the  character  of  the  men  at  the  head  insures  that  this  wiD 
be  kept  up. 


GRIFFITH  G.  JONES. 


Griffith  G.  Jones,  merchant  and  manufacturer,  has  been  associated  with 
the  Mohr-Jones  Hardware  Company  from  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  suc- 
cessive promotions  have  brought  him  to  official  connection  with  the  house. 
Since  1907  he  has  been  vice  president  of  the  company,  having  charge  of  the 
shop  work  of  the  factory  at  Eleventh  street  and  the  St.  Paul  Railway  tracks. 
He  was  born  in  Racine,  August  28,  1873,  a  son  of  Griffith  P.  and  Ellen  (Wil- 
liams) Jones,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Wales.  The  father  arrived  in 
Racine  in  1855  and  the  mother  in  1856  and  they  were  married  in  this  city.  Mr. 
Jones  devoted  his  life  to  the  business  of  a  stationary  engineer,  but  both  he 
and  his  wife  have  now  passed  away. 

At  the  usual  age  Griffith  G.  Jones  became  a  public  school  pupil,  pursuing 
his  studies  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  made  his  initial  step  in  the 
business  world,  and  his  success  in  the  intervening  years  is  attributable  in 
large  measure  to  the  fact  that  he  has  always  continued  in  the  line  in  which  he 
embarked  as  a  young  tradesman,  never  dissipating  his  energies  over  a  broad 
field.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Mohr-Jones  Hardware  Company  and  his 
fidelity  and  enterprise  won  him  promotion  from  time  to  time  until  he  became 
vice  president  of  the  company,  remaining  as  the  second  executive'  of  the  firm 
since  1907.  His  thorough  understanding  of  the  business  well  qualifies  him 
to  have  charge  of  the  shop  work  at  the  factory,  where  are  employed  from 
forty  to  sixty  men,  doing  all'  kinds  of  sheet  metal  work. 
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In  1901  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nettie  Williams,  of 
Racine,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen  (Long)  Williams.  They  are  the 
parents  of  a  son  and  daughter,  Robert  and  Doris.  Politically  Mr.  Jones  main- 
tains an  independent  course,  considering  the  capability  of  the  candidate  for 
the  office  which  he  seeks  rather  than  his  party  affiliation.  Fraternally  he  is 
well  known  in  Masonic  circles,  belonging  to  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery, 
and  he  a'so  has  membership  with  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  exemplifies  in  his 
life  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft  and  a  well  spent  life  has  commanded  for 
him  the  respect,  confidence  and  good  will  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact. 


A.  J.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago  has  sent  several  of  its  alumni  to  Racine 
and  in  the  field  of  active  practice  they  have  won  success  and  by  their  careers 
have  conferred  honor  upon  their  alma  mater.  Such  is  the  record  of  Dr.  A.  J. 
Williams,  who,  since  1900,  has  practiced  continuously  in  Racine.  He  is  a 
native  «on  of  this  city  bom  November  18,  1872,  his  parents  being  Thomas  R. 
and  Eliza  (Williams)  Williams,  the  former  a  native  of  Wales  and  the  latter  of 
Racine.  -  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  J.  Williams,  who  was  also  born  in  the 
little  rock-ribbed  country  of  Wales  and  who,  on  coming  to  Racine  as  one  of 
its  pioneer  settlers,  established  a  grocery  and  dry  goods  store  and  was  con- 
nected with  its  mercantile  interests  for  a  number  of  years.  Thomas  R.  Wil- 
liams figured  in  railway  circles,  being  for  many  years  an  employe  of  the  St. 
Paul  Railway  Company.  He  died  in  the  year  1911,  while  his  widow  still 
survives. 

Their  son,  Dr.  Williams,  after  mastering  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in 
the  public  schools  and  in^the  Racine  College  grammar  school  became  a  student 
in  Trinity  College  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1896 
with  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  while  later  the  Master  of  Science  degree 
was  conferred  upon  him.  For  two  years  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Mrs. 
McMynn's  Ladies  Academy  in  Racine  and  subsequently  he  was  instructor  in 
mathematics  in  Catherton  's  Business  College  of  Racine.  He  regarded  all  this, 
however,  merely  as  a  preliminary  step  to  other  professional  labor  for  he 
became  imbued  with  the  determination  to  enter  upon  the  active  practice  of 
medicine  and  in  carrying  out  that  purpose  attended  the  Rush  Medical  College 
of  Chicago,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1900.  He  then 
C£(me  to  Racine  where  he  has  since  practiced  and  his  ability  has  brought  him 
to  the  front  in  professional  circles.  He  served  as  city  physician  for  two  years 
and  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  health  for  several  years. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1906,  Dr.  Williams  was  married  to  Miss  Ruth  M. 
Boyce,  of  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wisconsin,  and  they  have  two  children,  Catherine 
and  Boyce.  Dr.  Williams  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  which  he  has 
attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  became  a  charter 
member  of  the  fraternal  order  of  Eagles,  at  Raeine,  was  the  first  president 
of  the  aerie  following  its  organization  in  1912  and  is  now  physician  of  the 
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order,  in  which  he  has  been  most  active.  He  likewise  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  he  has  member- 
ship in  the  Phi  Beta  E^tppa,  a  college  fraternity.  His  political  allegiance  is 
always  given  to  the  republican  party  but  he  has  never  sought  nor  held  office 
outside  the  strict  path  of  his  profession.  He  regards  the  pursuits  of  private 
life  as  in  themselves  abundantly  worthy  of  his  best  efforts  and  his  professional 
service  is  performed  with  a  thoroughness  and  care  that  has  given  him  rank 
among  the  ablest  physicians  of  the  city. 


AMERICAN  SKEIN  &  FOUNDRY  COMPANY. 

The  American  Skein  &  Foundry  Company  is  one  of  the  enterprises  that 
has  won  for  Racine  its  well  established  reputation  as  an  industrial  and  manu- 
facturing center.  This  business  was  established  in  1900  under  the  name  of 
the  Racine  Steel  &  Iron  Works  but  was  reorganized  under  the  present  style 
in  1904.  The  business  was  established  by  G.  N.  Prentice  and  others,  while 
the  present  officers  are:  Walter  F.  Walker,  president;  and  W.  B.  Mitchell, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  plant  is  located  at  Twenty-third  and  Racine 
streets  and  covers  five  acres.  The  buildings,  one  and  two  stories  in  height, 
are  all  modem  in  construction  and  equipment  and  their  output  includes  the 
skeins  for  wagons  and  drop-forging.  They  also  make  a  line  of  jackscrews 
and  anvils,  and  piano  plates  which  are  complete  and  ready  for  use  in  the 
piano.  They  employ  one  hundred  and  seventy  people,  mostly  skilled  labor, 
and  their  product  is  sent  to  manufacturers  and  jobbers.  The  output  is  sold 
all  over  the  United  States  and  the  business  has  now  reached  very  gratifying 
proportions,  the  house  maintaining  an  enviable  reputation  for  the  value  and 
worth  of  its  product  and  for  the  business  methods  which  govern  the  relations 
between  manufacturer  and  patron. 


WALTER  F.  WALKER. 

Walter  F.  Walker,  president  of  the  American  Skein  &  Foundry  Company, 
has  developed  the  business  to  substantial  proportions  and  has  won  a  place 
among  the  representative  manufacturers  of  the  city  during  the  eleven  years 
of  his  residence  in  Racine.  He  was  born  in  Dundee,  Illinois.  December  6. 
1871,  a  son  of  William  E.  and  Mary  C.  (Foster)  Walker.  The  father  has 
now  retired  from  active  business  but  still  makes  his  home  in  Dundee. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  Walter  F.  Walker  pursued  his 
education  and  also  attended  business  college.  His  activity  throughout  his 
business  career  has  always  been  along  the  line  in  which  he  is  now  engaged. 
When  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years  he  began  work  in  a  foundry  at  Dundee 
and  that  he  was  trustworthy,  capable  and  industrious  is  indicated  in  the 
fact  that  he  was  there  employed  for  fifteen  years  and  worked  his  way  up- 
ward to  the  position  of  assistant  manager.    In  July,  1905,  he  came  to  Racine 
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and  entered  into  active  connection  with  the  American  Skein  &  Foundry 
Company  as  its  president.  The  business  had  been  established  five  years 
before  under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Steel  &  Iron  Works  and  on  its  reorgani- 
zation the  present  name  was  assumed.  Mr.  Walker  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  every  phase  of  the  business,  both  in  the  practical  work  of  the  plant  and 
in  the  control  of  the  trade  relations.  Along  well  defined  lines  of  labor  his 
success  has  been  achieved  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  manufacturers 
of  his  adopted  city. 

In  1903  Mr.  Walker  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Gaarder,  of  Janesville,  Wis- 
consin, and  they  have  three  children,  Elizabeth,  Robert  and  Walter.  Mr. 
Walker  votes  with  the  republican  party  and  closely  studies  the  political 
issues  and  questions  of  the  day,  so  that  he  is  able  to  support  his  position  by 
intelligent  argument.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church 
and  he  always  upholds  those  forces  which  work  for  the  benefit  and  uplift 
of  the  individual  and  of  the  city  at  large. 


JAMES  CALLEN. 


James  Callen,  who  is  conducting  a  mercantile  establishment  and  saloon 
in  Caledonia,  was  bom  September  15,  1862,  in  the  township  where  he  now 
resides,  his  parents  being  James  and  Mary  (Duffy)  Callen.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  Nicholas  Callen,  who  in  1849  arrived  in  Caledonia  town- 
ship, Bacine  county,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Patrick  Duffy,  died  in  Ireland.  James  Callen,  Sr.,  was  bom  in  County 
Louth,  Ireland,  in  1833,  and  came  to  America  in  1849,  when  a  youth  of  six- 
teen years.  He  worked  on  different  farms  for  a  time,  during  which  period 
he  careftlly  saved  his  earnings,  and  at  length  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land.  He  afterward  sold  his  farm  and  purchased  a  saloon  and  store  on  the 
Kilbourn  road.  His  business  there  proved  profitable  and  he  gained  therefrom 
a  substantial  income.  He  died  in  February,  1916,  having  long  survived  his 
wife,  who  was  born  in  County  Meath,  Ireland,  in  1836  and  died  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  forty-two  years,  in  1878.  In  their  family  were  twelve 
children,  of  whom  ten  are  living :  Thomas,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business  in  Milwaukee;  Mary,  a  dressmaker  residing  in  Mil- 
waukee; William,  of  Chicago,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  Company;  James;  Lizzie,  who  is  keeping  house  for  her  brother  in 
Milwaukee;  Kate,  living  in  that  city;  George,  of  Milwaukee,  who  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  St.  Paul  Railway  Company;  Ella,  who  is  the  widow  of  Emil 
Otto,  of  Milwaukee,  and  has  one  child,  Raymond;  Jennie,  who  resides  with 
her  brother  James;  and  Agnes,  who  is  connected  with  the  Wisconsin  Tele- 
phone Company,  of  Milwaukee.  The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of 
the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Callen  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views.  He 
has  been  prominent  in  community  affairs,  serving  for  sixteen  years  as  chair- 
man of  Caledonia  township,  and  he  has  ever  been  ready  and  willing  to  aid 
in  all  matters  relative  to  the  public  good. 

In  his  youthful  days  James  Callen  became  a  pupil  in  the  district  school 
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near  his  father's  home  and  when  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he  took  up 
the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he  followed  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years.  He  was  afterward  with  the  St.  Paul  Railway  Company 
and  also  with  the  street  car  company  and  while  thus  engaged  carefully  saved 
his  earnings  until  the  sum  was  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  engage  in  business 
on  his  own  account.  Hf  then  established  a  store  and  saloon  at  Caledonia 
in  1894  and  through  the  intervening  period  of  twenty-two  years  has  built 
up  a  substantial  and  profitable  business. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1894,  Mr.  Callen  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Larkin,  who  was  bom  in  Elgin,  Illinois,  and  they  have  become  the  parents 
of  five  children:  William  and  Thomas,  who  are  with  their  father  in  busi- 
pesB  at  Caledonia;  Walter,  who  intends  to  study  medicine;  and  Esther  and 
Raphael,  both  at  home. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Callen  gives 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  He  has  never  based  his 
advancement  upon  any  false  standards  of  business  nor  has  he  ever  enter- 
tained the  idea  that  success  could  be  won  without  persistent  and  earnest 
effort.  He  has  put  forth  the  qualities  necessary  to  gain  advancement  and  by 
attempting  to  please  his  patrons  has  secured  a  liberal  trade. 


THOMAS  HENRY  ACKLAM. 

Thomas  Henry  Acklam,  who  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  Racine  county, 
now  makes  his  home  on  section  35,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  and  since  1892 
has  resided  upon  this  place,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres. 
Its  improvements  are  all  the  work  of  his  hands  and  its  excellent  appearance 
indicates  his  careful  supervision  and  progressive  methods.  Prom  early  boy- 
hood his  attention  has  been  given  to  the  work  of  the  fields.  He  was  bom  in 
Racine,  August  29,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Harriett  (Bean) 
Acklam.  In  his  youthful  days  he  attended  the  common  schools  and  when  not 
busy  with  his  textbooks  worked  upon  the  home  farm  with  his  stepfather  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Starting  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  he 
was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  three  years,  but  ambitious  to  engage  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  he  rented  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township.  Fifteen  years 
were  passed  in  the  cultivation  of  land  belonging  to  others  and  during  that  period 
he  saved  sufficient  money  to  enable  him  to  purchase  his  present  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  in  Mount  Pleasant  township.  In  the  interven- 
ing period  of  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  made  many  excellent  im- 
provements upon  his  place,  which  is  now  most  attractive  in  appearance  and 
which  responds  readily  to  the  care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  the  fields,  for  he 
keeps  his  land  in  good  condition  through  the  rotation  of  his  crops  and  cultivates 
the  place  according  to  modern  methods. 

In  1877  Mr.  Acklam  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Roskelley,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Jane  (Rule)  Roskelley.  To  them  have  been  born 
nine  children,  as  follows :  Edraond.  living  in  Racine,  who  wedded  Miss  Maud 
Osborn  and  has  one  child ;  Alice  May,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  A.  De  Moulpied 
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and  has  two  children ;  Elmer  W.,  who  married  Miss  Annie  Davis,  by  whom  he 
has  two  children ;  George  W.,  who  wedded  Miss  Charlotte  Dean ;  Jane  Esther, 
the  wife  of  William  Davis,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  and  Clarence  Stanley, 
Harriett  McKinley,  Herbert  Lester  and  Ella  Elizabeth,  all  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Acklam  is  an  earnest  republican  and  for  twenty 
years  has  served  as  pathmaster,  doing  much  to  keep  the  roads  in  good  condition. 
For  a  similar  period  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  school'  board  and  the  cause 
of  education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  champion.  He  likewise  attends  the  Con- 
gregational church,  which  indicates  his  interest  in  the  moral  development  and 
progress  of  the  community.  That  his  has  been  a  well  spent  life  is  attested  by 
the  fact  that  his  fellow  townsmen  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  high  regard. 


W.  W.  KRADWELL. 


W.  W.  Kradwell,  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Kradwell  Drug 
Company  of  Bacine,  is  bending  his  energies  to  the  successful  direction  of  a 
business  that  is  growing  steadily  in  volume  and  importance  and  takes  rank 
with  the  chief  commercial  enterprises  of  this  city.  He  was  bom  in  1875, 
a  native  of  Boscobel,  Wisconsin,  although  of  Austrian  and  Swiss  lineage.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Albert  Kradwell,  was  a  native  of  Austria,  while  his 
maternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  Weibel,  was  born  in  Switzerland.  After 
following  farming  for  many  years  in  Austria  the  former  became  a  resident 
of  Grant  county,  Wisconsin,  following  the  arrival  of  two  of  his  sons  there, 
and  in  that  locality  he  continued  to  engage  in  farming  until  his  advanced 
years  caused  him  to  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields.  He  and  his  wife 
reared  a  large  family  and  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  His 
son  Vandy,  to  escape  service  in  the  Austrian  army,  ran  away  from  home 
when  but  twelve  years  of  age  and  accompanied  his  brother  Charles  to  the 
United  States,  after  which  he  was  reared  in  Grant  county,  Wisconsin,  whei-e 
he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  He  was  afterward  successfully  engaged 
in  that  business  as  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant  there  for  a  number  of  years. 
Under  appointment  of  President  Cleveland  he  became  postmaster  of  Boscobel, 
in  which  position  he  was  serving  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1895,  when  he 
was  fifty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  although 
he  joined  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  lodges.  His  widow,  who  survived 
him  for  a  number  of  years,  held  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church. 

In  their  family  of  four  children  W.  W.  Kradwell  was  the  fourth  child 
and  third  son.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  under  the  parental  roof  in 
Boscobel  and  he  supplemental  his  public  school  training  there  received  by 
a  course  in  a  business  college  at  Marinette,  Wisconsin.  He  afterward  turned 
his  attention  to  general  merchandising  and  became  connected  with  the  firm 
of  Mead  &  Kradwell  at  Marinette.  He  put  aside  all  personal  considerations, 
however,  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  when  he  joined  Company  I, 
Second  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  took  part  in  the  invasion  of 
Porto  Rico,  serving  with  the  rank  of  sergeant  until  the  close  of  hostilities, 
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the  period  of  his  enlistment  extending  until  the  close  of  the  war -in  the  fall 
of  1898,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged. 

Mr.  Kradwell  continued  in  Marinette  until  1902,  when  he  went  to  Denver, 
('olorado,  where  he  spent  three  years  in  the  employ  of  the  postoffice.  In 
1905  he  arrived  in  Racine  and  became  connected  with  the  Kradwell  Drug 
Company  as  general  manager.  The  business  proved  congenial  and  called 
forth  his  latent  powers  and  talents  and  he  manifested  marked  ability  in  that 
connection.  In  April,  1910,  he  was  elected  secretary,  adding  the  duties  of 
that  office  to  those  of  general  manager,  and  to  the  dual  position  he  now 
gives  his  undivided  time  and  attention. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1915,  Mr.  Kradwell  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Dorothy  Nelson.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party  and  while  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  political  office,  he  co-operates  in 
organized  effort  for  the  city's  benefit  as  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club. 
His  social  nature  finds  expression  in  his  membership  in  the  Deutscher  Club 
and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  United  Commercial  Travelers,  with  the 
Spanish-American  War  Veterans  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars.  He  has 
membership  with  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  252. 
B.  P.  0.  E.,  at  Racine,  and  has  advanced  to  high  rank  in  Masonry,  being 
now  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  of  the  Consistory, 
while  with  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  he  has  crossed  the  sands  of  the 
desert  as  a  member  of  Tripoli  Temple.  In  these  interests  and  associations? 
are  found  the  needed  balancing  element  to  concentrated  business  activity, 
making  his  a  well  rounded  character.  The  advancement  which  he  has  made 
in  commercial  circles  has  brought  him  to  a  prominent  place  in  the  business 
life  of  Racine,  where  as  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Kradwell  Dmg 
Company  he  is  one  of  the  owners  of  six  of  Racine's  drug  establishments,  to- 
gether with  a  well  appointed  drug  store  in  Kenosha. 


RICHARD  R.  BIRDSALL. 

Richard  R.  Birdsall,  a  contractor  of  Racine  whose  business  has  reached 
gratifying  proportions,  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  February  12,  1864,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  Jane  (Arthurs)  Birdsall,  the  former  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  He  obtained  a  public  school  education  and  in  his  youthful 
days  worked  on  a  farm  in  Streetsville,  Ontario,  Canada,  but  in  1882  arrived 
in  Racine,  where  he  remained  for  about  a  year.  He  then  returned  to  Toronto, 
where  he  continued  for  another  year  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  again  came  to  Racine,  where  he  was  married.  Once  more  he  returned 
to  Toronto  and  for  the  third  time  came  to  Racine  in  1890  and  for  two  years 
thereafter  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business.  He  then  took  up  street 
paving  as  a  contractor  and  has  continued  in  that  line  since  or  for  a  period 
of  twenty-four  years.  He  has  done  much  work  in  this  connection  paving 
North  Main,  High  and  Sixteenth  streets,  Kinzie  avenue.  North  Wisconsin 
street,  Barber  street,  Marquette,  Eleventh,  Tenth  streets  and  Asylum  avenue. 
He  has  also  executed  other  contracts  of  a  more  minor  character.     He  has 
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likewise  done  much  work  in  street  paving  in  Delavan,  Milwaukee,  Sheboygan, 
Green  Bay,  De  Pere,  Port  Washington  and  other  places  and  has  had  con- 
tracts for  similar  work  on  some  country  roads.  He  employs  from  forty 
to  one  hundred  men.  He  does  nothing  but  contract  work  and  from  the 
beginning  his  business  has  steadily  increased. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1887,  Mr.  Birdsall  was  married  to  Miss  Har- 
riet Jones,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Martha  Jones,  of  Union  Grove.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  are :  William  R. ;  Athaleen,  who  married  Harrold 
D.  Mann  of  Racine;  Nettie  E. ;  and  Richard  R.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church  and  Mr.  Birdsall  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  but  has  never  sought  nor  desired  office, 
preferring  to  give  undivided  attention  to  his  business  affairs.  He  is  very 
well  known,  through  his  fraternal  connections  for  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  and 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Royal  League,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the  Eastern 
Star.  His  deep  interest  in  tl^e  welfare  of  the  city  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  is  a  member  and  a  director  of  the  Commercial  Club,  and  he  co-operates 
heartly  in  all  plans  of  that  organization  to  further  the  upbuilding  of  the  city. 


LYMAN  WOOD. 


The  history  of  Lyman  Wood  presents  an  interesting  connection  with  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  affairs  of  Racine,  for  during  a  long  period 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  and  jobbing  of  hardware  specialties,  not  a 
few  of  which  were  his  own  invention,  for  he  possessed  a  marked  ability  along 
that  line.  His  initiative  spirit  was  displayed  in  many  ways  and  he  came  to 
rank  with  the  foremost  residents  of  Racine.  Moreover  he  had  back  of  him 
an  ancestry  honorable  and  distinguished  and  was  fortunate  in  that  his  lines 
of  life  were  cast  in  harmony  therewith.  He  was  born  in  Syracuse,  New 
York,  August  22,  1849,  a  son  of  Samuel  B.  and  Almira  (Delano)  Wood.  The 
mother's  people  were  descendants  of  the  royalty  of  France,  the  ancestral 
line  being  traced  back  to  Philippe  de  Lannoy,  whose  mother,  a  Huguenot, 
built  the  homes  for  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  at  Leiden,  Holland.  This  line  could 
be  traced  back  to  476  A.  D.  Philippe  de  Lannoy  came  to  America  in  1621. 
landing  at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  a  passenger  on  the  ''Fortune.'*  He  was 
the  first  Huguenot  in  New  England  to  found  a  house  and  leave  descendants. 
His  seventh  son,  Jonathan,  married  a  Miss  Mercy  Warren,  whose  parents  had 
come  to  the  new  world  as  passengers  on  the  Mayflower,  and  it  was  from  this 
ancestry  that  Lyman  Wood  traced  his  lineage  on  the  maternal  side.  Philippe 
de  Lannoy  was  only  two  generations  removed  from  the  reigning  house  of 
France  and  the  Delanos  were  among  the  originators  of  the  Order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  consisting  of  twenty-five  knights  of  noble  blood  when  founded 
by  Philip j>e  **le  Bon.*'  The  house  de  Lannoy  had  seventeen  knights  of  the 
Toison  d'Or,  three  of  whom  were  Founders  and  four  were  in  the  order  at 
the  same  time  (a  greater  number  than  any  other  family).  Some  of  the 
Delanos  fought  for  American  independence.     Among  the  descendants  of  the 
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Delano  family  was  General  Grant,  while  connected  with  branches  of  the 
Wood  family  were  Presidents  Fillmore  and  Taft.  Howard  Delano,  an  uncle 
of  Lyman  Wood,  was  an  inventor  of  note  and  became  interested  in  many 
factories  in  Syracuse.  It  was  he  who  invented  the  stove  that  was  used  in 
heating  railroad  cars  in  an  early  day  and  his  nephew,  Lyman  Wood,  also 
became  an  inventor  of  hardware  specialties,  possessing  the  same  strain  of 
genius  displayed  by  his  uncle.  The  Wood  family  was  originally  of  Norman- 
French  descent,  but  in  the  eleventh  century  representatives  of  the  family 
went  from  France  to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror.  An  ancestor  of 
the  Wood  family  came  to  American  from  England  in  1640  and  his  descendants 
lived  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  some  of  the  number  serving  with  the 
Colonial  army  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Samuel  Wood,  father  of  Lyman  Wood,  was  t)om  in  Syracuse,  New  York, 
April  10,  1811,  and  was  educated  in  both  law  and  medicine.  In  1849  he  went 
to  California,  going  and  returning  by  the  way  of  the  Horn,  acting  as  ship's 
surgeon  on  the  return  trip.  In  1850  he  came  to  Racine  from  Buffalo,  New 
York,  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes,  and  after  looking  around  for  a  suitable  loca- 
tion took  up  his  abode  in  Paris  township,  Kenosha  county,  developing  a 
farm  upon  which  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  He  was  married  to  Alraira 
Angelina  Delano  of  Skaneatles,  New  York,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Mary 
(Howard)  Delano,  August  28,  1835,  and  died  October  21,  1863.  The  children 
from  this  union  were:  Henry  Gardner;  Benjamin  Samuel,  who  died  in  the 
Civil  war;  Adelphia  Almire;  Alpha;  Lyman;  Aaron;  and  Mead. 

Lyman  Wood  remained  upon  the  home  farm  through  the  period  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  assuming  the  management  of  the  place  when  but  four- 
teen years  of  age,  owing  to  his  father's  death,  and  continuing  in  charge  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four.  He  then  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  in  Union  Grove,  continuing  until  1881,  when  he  removed  to  Racine 
and  opened  a  hardware  store  in  the  old  Blake  Opera  House,  continuing 
there  until  the  building  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire.  He  next  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  and  jobbing  of  hardware  specialties  and  continued  actively 
and  successfully  in  the  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  February  3, 
1909,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Mound  cemetery,  while  his  parents  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Plank  Road  cemetery,  Kenosha  county. 

Mr.  Wood  was  a  devoted  husband  and  father.  It  was  on  the  20th  of 
August,  1874,  that  he  married  Miss  Savilla  E.  Jarvis,  who  was  bom  at 
Wilmot,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Mesner) 
Jarvis,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  bom  near  Philadelphia. 
The  Jarvis  family  was  founded  in  the  United  States  between  1700  and  1725 
and  the  name  figures  in  connection  with  the  annals  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Of  the  marriage  of  Lyman  and  Savilla  Wood  were  bom  two  children.  Walter 
A.,  who  was  born  in  Union  Grove,  June  5,  1877,  obtained  a  public  school 
education,  was  graduated  from  the  Racine  high  school  with  the  class  of  1898 
and  then  joined  his  father  in  the  business  of  manufacturing  hardware  special- 
tics,  in  which  he  still  continues  under  the  name  of  Lyman  Wood  Manufactur- 
ing Company.  He  has  also  devoted  considerable  time  during  the  past  eight 
years  to  compiling  a  genealogj'  of  the  Wood  family  in  America,  which  he 
has  almost  completed  and  which  he  will  publish  in  1916.     He  is  a  member 
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of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  being  descended  from  sixteen  an- 
cestors who  fought  for  the  independence  of  the  nation.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Chicago  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  War  of  1812,  a  member  of  the 
Milwaukee  chapter  of  the  Mayflower,  Society  of  the  New  England  Historic 
&  Genealogical  Society  of  Boston,  and  has  membership  in  the  First  Pres- 
byterian church  of  Racine,  as  do  the  other  members  of  the  family.  The 
daughter,  Arminda  Wood,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Racine  and  grad- 
uated from  the  Racine  high  school.  She  also  attended  Milwaukee-Downer 
college  and  was  an  art  student  in  Chicago.  Her  artistic  skill  is  largely 
manifested  in  original  ceramic  designs,  some  of  which  have  been  published 
in  a  leading  art  journal.  For  the  past  four  years  she  has  devoted  her  time 
to  newspaper  work.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Racine  Woman's  club,  and 
she  belongs  to  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  a^  does  her 
mother.  The  family  have  long  figured  prominently  in  business,  art  and  social 
circles  of  Racine  and  has  done  much  to  establish  standards  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Wood  belonged  to  the  Travelers'  Protective  Association  of  America 
and  in  every  relation  of  life  which  brought  him  in  contact  with  his  fellowmen 
he  won  warm  friendship,  for  his  salient  characteristics  were  such  as  ever  to 
command  regard  and  goodwill.  A  thorough  gentleman,  he  stood  as  a  high 
type  of  American  manhood  and  chivalry. 


PRANK  E.  KING. 


Frank  E.  King,  who  has  long  been  identified  with  farming  interests  in 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  his  home  being  on  section  10,  was  born  at  St. 
Charles,  Kane  county,  Illinois,  April  27,  1860,  a  son  of  Edmund  and  Mary 
A.  (Rice)  King.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Canada,  born  June  2,  1820,  and 
his  father,  Edmund  King,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  The  family 
is  of  Scotch  descent  and  was  planted  on  New  England  soil  at  an  early  day. 
Edmund  King,  Sr.,  was  a  young  man  when  he  removed  from  Massachusetts 
to  Vermont,  where  he  met  and  married  Lucy  Lathrop,  who  was  bom  in  that 
state.  He  followed  shoemaking  and  by  trade  was  a  tanner  and  currier.  On 
removing  to  Canada  he  took  up  the  business  of  tanning  and  the  manufacture 
of  shoes  and  continued  active  along  those  lines  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1827,  his  wife  having  passed  away  about  a  year  before. 

Their  son,  Edmund  King,  was  a  boy  of  seven  years  \irhen  he  left  Canada 
and  went  to  New  York.  He  was  employed  at  farm  work  in  the  vicinity 
of  Syracuse,  there  remaining  until  1844,  when  he  arrived  in  Racine  county, 
where  for  several  years  he  cultivated  a  rented  farm.  He  afterward  removed 
to  Kane  county,  Illinois,  where  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1868.  That  winter  he  conducted  a  grocery  store  in  Brodhead,  Wis- 
consin, and  in  the  spring  of  1869  again  became  actively  identified  with  farm- 
ing interests  in  Racine  county,  settling  upon  an  unimproved  tract  of  land 
in  Mount  Pleasant  township  about  four  miles  from  Racine.  His  labors 
wrought  a  marked  transformation  in  the  appearance  of  the  place,  which  he 
converted  into  productive  fields,  and  as  the  years  passed  success  attended 
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his  efforts  so  that  in  his  later  years  he  was  able  to  live  retired  without  further 
recourse  to  labor.  He  passed  away  in  1904,  while  his  widow  survived 
until   1906. 

It  was  in  Ottawa,  Illinois,  on  the  25th  of  January,  1849,  that  Mr.  King 
\*edded  Miss  Mary  A.  Rice,  who  was  bom  in  Bradford  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  was  educated  in  Princeton,  Illinois,  and  in  Racine.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  W.  Rice,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  who,  however,  was 
reared  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  New  York  wedded  Susan  Tozer,  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  state.  He  died  during  the  childhood  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
King,  and  about  1836  her  mother  removed  to  Illinois,  where  she  afterward 
became  the  wife  of  Ezra  P.  Weed,  who  was  bom  in  New  York  and  in  1838 
became  a  resident  of  Wisconsin,  settling  near  Racine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmund 
King  became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Clara  G.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Fred  L.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Racine  county: 
Frank  E.,  of  this  review;  and  Nellie  J.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Martin,  of 
Union  Grove.  The  father  always  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  repub- 
lican party  and  was  several  times  called  to  local  ofiRce,  serving  as  super- 
visor and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belonged 
to  the  baptist  church  and  during  the  long  years  of  their  residence  in  Racine 
county  they  enjoyed  the  goodwill  and  high  regard  pf  all  who  knew  them. 

Frank  E.  King  attended  the  common  schools  of  Mount  Pleasant  township 
and  throughout  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  was  employed  on  the 
home  farm,  actively  assisting  in  the  work  of  developing  the  fields.  He  has 
always  continued  to  engage  in  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  still  makes 
his  home  on  section  10,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  has  land  which 
he  has  carefully  and  wisely  cultivated,  the  fields  yielding  good  crops  as  a 
reward  for  the  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  them. 

Mr.  King  has  been  married  twice.  He  first  wedded  Madora  Rowlands,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Rowlands,  and  following  her  demise  he  was  married 
in  1896  to  Miss  Kittie  Ellison,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Ellison,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Rufus. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  King  is  a  republican  and  his  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  Baptist  church.  Practically  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  this 
county  and  during  the  long  years  of  his  residence  here  he  has  gained  a 
\vide  acquaintance.  His  fellow  towTismen  recognize  in  him  a  progressive 
farmer  and  one  whose  labors  have  been  a  contributing  element  to  the  agri- 
cultural development  of  this  part  of  the  state. 


JOSEPH  P.  BRADAC,  D.  M.  T. 

Joseph  P.  Bradac,  D.  M.  T.,  who  through  his  active  business  career  has 
been  associated  with  banking  and  with  brewing  interests,  now  makes  his 
home  in  Racine,  where  he  occupies  one  of  the  beautiful  residences  of  the 
city.  He  was  bom  in  Bohemia,  February  24,  1871,  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Agnes  (Papik)  Bradac,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  country  and  of 
Bohemian  parentage,  their  ancestry  being  traced  back  through  four  hundred 
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years.  In  1872  the  father  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States,  estab- 
lishing: his  home  in  Chicago.  He  was  a  stonemason  by  trade  and  assisted  in 
the  rebuilding  of  the  city  after  the  great  fire  which  occun-ed  in  October,  1871. 
He  remained  actively  in  business  for  many  years  but  is  now  living  retired 
in  Chicago,  where  his  wife  passed  away  on  New  Year's  day  of  1912. 

Joseph  P.  Bradac  pursued  his  education  in  the  Chicago  public  schools 
and  in  the  West  Side  Business  College  of  that  city  and  also  attended  night 
school.  He  started  to  earn  his  living  as  a  cash  boy  in  the  Boston  Store 
when  a  little  lad  of  twelve  years  and  later  he  entered  the  employ  of  John  ^1. 
Smyth  in  the  capacity  of  shipping  clerk.  Later  he  spent  five  and  one-half 
years  with  the  A.  B.  Company  in  Chicago  and  in  1906  came  to  Racine,  since 
which  time  he  has  represented  that  company  as  agent  here,  in  which  connec- 
tion he  has  built  up  a  business  of  extensive  proportions.  He  has  been  inter- 
ested in  the  Commercial  Bank  and  is  now  connected  with  the  American  Trust 
&  Savings  Company.  He  is  also  a  doctor  of  mechano-therapy  and  is  still  in 
active  practice. 

In  1899  Mr.  Bradac  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Chilik  and  they  have  two 
children,  Beatrice  Ruth  and  Ruth  Carrie,  both  at  home.  In  1907  he  pur- 
chased and  remodeled  the  old  Christy  estate,  having  now  a  fine  home  mag- 
nificently furnished,  and  its  hospitality  is  also  one  of  its  most  attractive 
features.  In  politics  he  is  a  strong  protectionist  and  held  an  appointive  office 
under  Governor  Tanner  of  Illinois  in  connection  with  the  West  Chicago  parks. 
His  religion  is  the  golden  rule  and  he  ever  attempts  to  do  unto  others  as  he 
would  have  them  do  unto  him.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Racine  Lodge,  252,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  Racine  Lodge,  P.  0.  E.,  the  Columbia  Circle, 
the  Foresters  and  the  Workingmen's  Aid  Society  and  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Elks  Marching  Club.  Starting  out  in  life  in  the  very  humble  capacity 
of  a  cash  boy,  he  has  steadily  advanced  in  business  until  he  today  controls 
important  commercial  interests  and  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  citi- 
zens of  Racine. 


WILLIAM  H.  LIEGLER. 

William  H.  Liegler  engages  in  the  plumbing  business  in  Racine,  his  native 
city,  and  was  born  July  19th,  1877,  son  of  Frank  and  Nettie  (Frich)  Liegler, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Bohemia  near  Prague.  The  father  came  to  the 
United  States  when  about  six  or  seven  years  of  age  and  established  his  home 
in  Racine.  Some  years  afterward  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in 
which  he  continued  for  many  years  but  about  seven  years  ago  retired  and 
is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  residents  of 
Racine. 

In  this  city  William  H.  Liegler  was  reared  and  in  his  boyhood  estab- 
lished a  paper  route.  The  spirit  of  enterprise  and  activity  actuated  him  from 
his  early  youth  and  he  was  successful  as  a  vender  of  papers  and  afterward 
he  built  all  the  shoe  shining  parlors  in  the  city  and  conducted  business  along 
that  line  for  a  number  of  years.     Twelve  years  ago  he  established  a  plumbing 
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and  heating  business  in  which  connection  he  has  won  a  liberal  patronage. 
He  does  sewerage  and  drainage  work  and  his  plumbing  establishment  is 
bringing  him  a  substantial  measure  of  success  because  of  his  ability,  unfal- 
tering determination  and  honorable  methods. 

Fifteen  years  ago  Mr.  Licgler  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Krayneck,  the 
daughter  of  Anton  Krayneck,  a  retired  shoe  dealer.  In  politics  Mr.  Liegler 
has  maintained  a  non-partisan  attitude,  nor  has  he  been  very  active  as  an 
office  seeker,  although  he  served  for  a  term  as  alderman  from  the  firet  ward. 
He  has  never  been  neglectful  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen  and  for  seven  years 
was  a  member  of  the  call  fire  department,  during  which  time  he  only  missed 
three  calls.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Fire  Belief  Association  and  fra- 
ternally is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Elks,  Eagles,  Gradual  Club 
and  Calumet  Club.  He  has  ever  worked  hard,  prompted  by  his  ambition 
of  attaining  success,  and  the  prosperity  that  he  has  thus  far  obtained  is  the 
direct  result  of  his  own  labors. 


ORLANDO  CANFIELD  MUNROE. 

Many  years  have  come  and  gone  since  Orlando  Canfield  Munroe  was  called 
to  his  final  rest,  but  the  result  of  his  labors  is  still  manifest,  as  he  was  for 
,  many  years  a  most  progressive  and  energetic  agriculturist  and  succeeded  in 
transforming  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township  into  rich  and 
productive  fields.  He  was  bom  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  December  12,  1818, 
and  was  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age  when  he  passed  away  in  this  county 
on  the  9th  of  June,  1888.  He  had  obtained  a  common  school  education  in  the 
east  and  in  1845  came  to  the  west,  after  which  he  was  continuously  connected 
with  the  farming  interests  of  Racine  county. 

It  was  in  1844,  at  Shaftsbury,  Vermont,  that  Mr.  Munroe  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Thalia  Lavina  Buck  and  he  brought  her  as  a  bride  to  the 
west  in  1845.  They  became  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Lugene  Adelaide 
Phelps,  who  died  leaving  seven  children;  Harriet  Juelma  Foster,  who  passed 
away  leaving  four  children ;  Frances  Anna,  who  is  a  widow  and  lives  in  Racine ; 
Llewellyn,  who  died  December  26,  1851;  Thalia  Lavina;  Mary  Piccadilly; 
Fred  William,  who  is  married  and  has  one  child ;  Ellen  Emily  Ellarson,  who  is 
deceased  and  le*ft  one  child ;  Alice  Marie,  who  married  and  has  one  child,  and 
Will  Lee,  who  is  married  and  has  three  children.  Mrs.  Munroe  died  in  No- 
vember, 1906. 

Following  his  arrival  in  this  county  Mr.  Munroe  purchased  three  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land  and  afterward  added  to  his  holdings  until  he  had  al- 
together four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  of  which  four  hundred  was  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township.  Upon  that  tract  he  resided  until  his  death,  devoting  his 
time  and  energies  to  farming,  and  his  labors  brought  to  him  deserved  success, 
his  farm  presenting  a  most  attractive  appearance  following  the  spring  plant- 
ing when  summer  suns  had  brought  forth  the  harvests.  In  addition  to  tilling 
the  soil  Mr.  Munroe  engaged  in  the  raising  of  blooded  horses  and  sheep  and 
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was  a  very  successful  man,  becoming  one  of  the  most  prosperous  citizens  of  his 
community. 

In  public  affairs  Mr.  Munroe  was  also  deeply  and  helpfully  interested  and 
on  many  occasions  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  the  public  in  some  capacity  of 
trust  and  honor.  He  always  voted  with  the  republican  party  and  upon  that 
ticket  was  twice  elected  to  the  general  assembly  in  Madison,  being  called  to 
the  oiBce  in  1861  and  again  in  1863.  He  was  chairman  of  the  county  board  of 
supervisors  and  was  a  member  of  the  town  board  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
fact  he  lield  nearly  all  of  the  town  and  county  offices  and  for  a  considerable 
period  was  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  attended  the  Freewill  Baptist 
church  and  the  sterling  traits  of  his  character  found  their  root  in  his  Christian 
faith.  For  forty-three  years  he  continued  his  residence  in  this  county,  during 
which  period  he  gained  a  wide  acquaintance,  enjoying  in  substantial  measure 
the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all  who  knew  him. 


MOHR-JONES  HARDWARE  COMPANY. 

The  Mohr-Jones  Hardware  Company  of  Racine  was  organized  April  1, 
1899,  by  Jacob  Mohr  and  J.  W.  Jones  and  succeeded  to  the  business  owned 
by  Jacob  Mohr,  who  in  1888  had  become  successor  to  the  firm  of  Griffith  & 
Mohr.  That  partnership  was  established  about  1874  by  W.  T.  Griffith  and 
Jacob  Mohr,  but  Mr.  Griffith  withdrew  from  the  connection  about  1885.  In 
1889  J.  W.  Jones  became  an  employe  of  the  house  and  in  1899  became  finan- 
cially interested  in  the  business.  Jacob  Mohr  died  January  9,  1909,  and  Mr. 
Jones  then  took  over  the  Mohr  interests.  In  the  same  year  G.  G.  Jones  pur- 
chased stock  in  the  company,  which  was  reorganized  under  the  name  of  the 
Mohr-Jones  Hardware  Company,  with  J.  W.  Jones  as  president  and  treasurer, 
G.  G.  Jones,  vice  president,  and  C.  C.  Gittings  as  secretary.  The  company's 
store  is  located  at  Nos.  315  and  317  Sixth  street  and  they  also  have  a  factory 
and  warehouse  at  Eleventh  street  and  the  tracks  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company.  The  factory  is  fully  equipped,  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  state  and  manufactures  sheet  metal.  The  firm  sells 
to  some  extent  to  the  wholesale  trade  and  has  an  extensive  retail  trade, 
their  interests  being  among  the  most  extensive  and  important  in  this  line 
in  Racine. 


JOHN  W.  JONES. 


John  W.  Jones,  who  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Mohr-Jones  Hard- 
ware Company,  of  which  he  is  now  the  president,  was  bom  in  Racine,  Decem- 
ber 21,  1862,  a  son  of  Captain  Hugh  W.  and  Laura  (Thomas)  Jones.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Wales  but  were  married  at  Remsen,  Ncav  York, 
remaining  residents  of  the  east  until  1854,  when  they  came  to  Racine.  The 
father  was  a  lake  captain  who  sailed  for  thirty-two  years  and  at  different 
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times  commanded  the  well  known  lake  vessels  Active,  Hamlet,  Ethan  Allen 
and  Onward.  In  this  connection  he  became  widely  known  and  was  accounted 
one  of  the  prominent  representatives  of  navigation  interests  on  the  inland 
waters. 

John  W.  Jones  obtained  a  public  and  high  school  education  and  afterward 
attended  McMynn's  Academy.  When  his  education  was  completed  he  sailed 
with  his  father  and  was  on  the  Lakes  for  ten  years,  working  his  way  upward 
until  he  became  mate  of  vessels.  He  afterward  entered  the  employ  of  the 
H.  Channon  Company  of  Chicago,  with  whom  he  continued  for  two  years, 
and  subsequently  he  was  with  the  Goodrich  Transit  Company  as  warehouse 
clerk.  Later  he  spent  a  brief  period  with  the  American  Express  Company 
and  then  entered  the  office  of  the  J.  L  Case  Plow  Works.  In  1889  he  secured 
a  position  in  the  hardware  store  of  Jacob  Mohr  and  found  the  business  con- 
genial. Gradually  he  worked  his  way  upward  in  that  connection  and  in  1899 
was  admitted  to  a  partnership,  in  which  year  the  Mohr-Jones  Hardware  Com- 
pany was  organized.  Ten  years  later  Mr.  Mohr  passed  away  and  Mr.  Jones 
took  over  the  Mohr  interests  and  was  joined  by  G.  G.  Jones,  at  which  time 
the  company  was  reorganized,  John  W.  Jones  becoming  president.  He  has 
since  so  continued  and  under  his  wise  direction  the  business  of  the  company 
has  grown  and  developed  along  substantial  lines. 

Mr.  Jones  has  always  maintained  an  independent  attitude  in  politics, 
voting  for  the  man  rather  than  the  party.  He  has  been  called  upon  for 
public  service  and  for  six  years  filled  the  position  of  alderman  from  the 
third  ward,  exercising  his  oflScial  prerogatives  in  support  of  many  plans  and 
measures  for  the  general  good.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  and  has  done  much  to  further  the  interests  of  public 
education.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masons,  the  Elks  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  belongs  to  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club.  In  him  the  interests  of  life  are  well 
balanced  and  he  gives  due  consideration  to  all  those  questions  which  are 
important  features  in  the  life  of  the  community.  Starting  out  in  the  business 
world  as  a  seaman,  he  ha^  progressed  step  by  step,  each  change  in  his  business 
connection  indicating  a  forward  move. 


ERNEST  KLINKERT. 


Ernest  Klinkert,  who  for  many  years  has  been  identified  with  the  brewing 
business  in  Racine,  was  bom  in  Germany  on  the  11th  of  November,  1844.  He 
obtained  a  common  school  education  in  the  fatherland  and  between  the  ages 
of  twenty  and  twenty-five  years  came  to  the  United  States.  Making  his 
way  to  Kansas,  he  was  there  employed  at  farm  labor  and  later  he  went  to 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  secured  employment  in  a  brewery.  He  after- 
ward spent  two  years  in  similar  work  in  Milwaukee  and  in  1875  he  arrived 
in  Racine  county.  Here  he  worked  for  the  Heck  Brewing  Company  until 
his  labors  had  brought  him  sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to  engage  in 
business  on  his  own  account.     In  1881  he  built  a  brewery  in  Racine  and  has 
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since  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  beer  in  this  city,  having  now  a 
well  established  plant  which  brings  to  him  a  substantial  profit. 

In  1871  Mr.  Klinkert  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Walter  and  they  have 
six  children,  Louis,  Hattie,  Frank,  Ella,  George  and  Jennie.  The  parents 
are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  as  Mr.  Klinkert  has  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings  he  has  contributed  more  and  more  largely  to  the 
church  and  to  benevolent  projects. 


HENRY  SCHULTE. 


Racine's  musical  history  for  the  past  forty-five  years  could  be  written 
in  the  biography  of  Henry  Schulte.  No  other  name  has  been  so  closely  allied 
with  all  the  various  musical  undertakings  during  this  period,  nor  is  it  likely 
that  any  one  man  has  done  more  for  the  develophient  of  musical  interest  and 
knowledge  in  the  city. 

He  was  bom  in  Racine,  August  4,  1858,  his  parents  being  Theodore  and 
Predericka  Schulte,  both  of  whom  were  bom  in  Germany  and  came  to  this 
country  in  1847.  The  father  was  a  cabinet  maker,  having  learned  this  trade 
in  his  native  country.  He  continued  in  this  work  for  twelve  years  after  com- 
ing to  Racine,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Case  Threshing  Machine 
Company,  with  which  concern  he  continued  uninterruptedly  until  his  retire- 
ment from  active  life.    He  died  in  1878,  while  his  wife  survived  until  1910. 

Henry  Schulte  received  his  early  education  in  Racine  and  soon  showed 
a  marked  talent  for  music.  His  parents  wisely  encouraged  this  talent,  and 
he  was  placed  under  the  best  teachers  available  in  Racine  and  Milwaukee. 
At  an  early  age  he  became  a  member  of  the  old  German  orchestra,  Racine's 
only  musical  organization  at  that  time,  and  when  he  was  twenty-two  years 
of  age  he  began  devoting  his  entire  time  to  music,  both  as  a  teacher  and  in 
band  and  orchestra  work. 

Adolph  Schulte,  an  older  brother,  organized  the  Schulte  Band  in  1876, 
and  Henry,  Theodore,  Frank,  and  Joseph  Schulte  all  became  members  at 
its  inception.  After  four  years,  Adolph  Schulte  left  Racine,  and  Henry  was 
chosen  director  in  his  place.  Under  his  leadership  the  Schulte  Band  and 
Orchestra  has  grown  and  improved  steadily  for  the  past  forty  years.  It 
is  the  only  Racine  musical  organization  which  has  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted 
e^cistence  during  this  period  and  is  today  ranked  as  one  of  the  best  musical 
organizations  in  the  middle  west.  During  these  years  there  have  been  a  great 
many  fine  concerts  given  and  arranged  by  the  band  and  orchestra,  and  Racine 
people  were  given  the  opportunity  of  hearing  many  fine  artists  from  larger 
cities  as  soloists  at  these  concerts.  The  success  of  the  fine  programs  given 
and  the  continued  life  of  the  organization  have  been  due  in  large  part  to  the 
tireless  activities  of  Henry  Schulte. 

It  was  Mr.  Schulte  who  organized  the  first  theatre  orchestra  in  Racine, 
when  the  Blake  Opera  House  was  built.  He  has  also  been  active  as  a  choral 
director  and  has  for  thirty-six  years  directed  the  St.  Mary's  church  choir. 
Several  of  Mr.  Schulte 's  original  compositions  have  become  very  popular. 
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particularly  the  Homecoming  March,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  first  Racine 
Homecoming,  and  the  Company  F  March,  which  he  wrote  for  Racine's  CJom- 
pany  F  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  war. 

Mr.  Schulte  was  married  in  1882  to  Miss  Theresa  Schneider,  an  accom- 
plished pianist,  and  built  a  fine  home  at  1234  Park  avenue.  They  have  a 
family  of  four  children:  Karl,  who  is  regarded  as  oiie  of  the  best  violinists 
in  Wisconsin ;  Frederick,  who  is  also  successfully  following  the  musical  pro- 
fession as  a  pianist;  Marie;  and  Robert.  The  two  eldest  sons  are  also  asso- 
ciated with  their  father  in  the  band  and  orchestra. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Schulte  maintains  a  non-partisan  attitude,  and 
was  elected  on  a  non-partisan  ticket  as  supervisor  from  the  third  ward.  This 
position  came  to  him  unsolicited,  and  he  is  now  serving  for  the  second  term. 
He  and  his  family  are  members  of  St.  Mary 's  Catholic  church,  and  he  is  promi- 
nent in  German  societies,  and  is  also  a  member  of  leading  fraternal  and  social 
organizations.  His  high  standing  in  musical  circles  is  further  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  he  has  been  chosen  fifteen  times  as  delegate  to  represent  the 
local  musicians  at  the  conventions  of  the  American  Federation  of  Musicians 
He  is  today  enjoying  excellent  health  and  is  as  active  as  ever  in  his  chosen 
work.  His  activities  as  a  teacher  and  bandmaster  have  certainly  contributed 
gieritly  to  the  musical  advancement  of  Racine,  and  he  is  accorded  high  honor 
as  the  dean  of  Racine  musicians. 


SIMON  GULICK. 


Simon  Gulick  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Dover  township,  where  he  was 
born  and  has  always  resided.  His  natal  day  was  August  16,  1856,  his  parents 
being  Eagleson  and  Isabelle  (Qualset)  Gulick.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
Eagle  Gulick,  who  became  a  resident  of  Dover  township  and  here  lived  to  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  son,  Eagleson  Gulick,  was  bom  in  Norway, 
December  1,  1827.  and  is  still  living,  being  now  in  the  eighty-ninth  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  married  in  Rochester  to  Isabelle  Qualset,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  Norway  in  1816,  and  in  that  country  her  parents  spent  their  entire 
lives.  It  was  in  1843  that  Eagleson  Gulick  became  a  resident  of  Dover  town- 
ship and  that  the  county  was  then  but  sparsely  settled  is  indicated  in  the 
fact  that  he  was  able  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land  at  three  dollars  per 
acre.  He  then  cleared  the  land,  prepared  it  for  the  plow,  and  in  course  of 
time  gathered  good  harvests  as  a  reward  for  the  care  and  labor  which  he 
bestowed  upon  his  fields.  In  1848  he  built  a  log  house  and  in  that  primitive 
home  occurred  the  birth  of  his  seven  children,  of  whom  four  are  now  living: 
Edward,  a  resident  farmer  of  Nebraska ;  Simon ;  Isabelle,  the  wife  of  TLenry 
Mossmann,  a  railroad  man  of  Missoula,  Montana;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Melvin  Bemis,  who  is  connected  with  a  fur  store  in  St.  Paul.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  1907,  being  then  ninety  years  of  age.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  Mr.  Gulick  also  belongs.  His  early  political 
allegiance  was  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  afterward  he  became  a 
republican.     He  joined  the  Union  army  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  serving 
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for  three  years  and  three  months  in  defense  of  his  adopted  country,  after 
which  he  resumed  farming  in  Dover  township,  and  he  now  makes  his  home 
with  his  son. 

In  the  district  schools  Simon  Gulick  pursued  his  education  and  then  took 
up  the  active  work  of  the  farm,  since  which  time  his  attention  has  been  con- 
tinuously given  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  acres  of  good  land  and  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping 
full  blooded  Durham  cows.  For  forty  years  he  has  also  operated  a  threshing 
machine  throughout  his  part  of  the  county  and  his  life  has  been  one  of 
unusual  activity,  his  diligence  being  the  basic  element  in  his  growing  and  con- 
tinuous success. 

In  1885  Mr.  Gulick  wedded  Miss  Mattie  English,  who  was  born  in  Nor- 
way, a  daughter  of  Martin  English,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Nor- 
way township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gulick  became  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Frank,  who  is  janitor  of  a  large  church  in  Minneapolis;  Leonard, 
a  farmer  living  near  Waterford;  Florence,  the  wife  of  Lacy  Tindall,  a  con- 
tractor; Thomas,  who  is  upon  the  farm  with  his  father;  and  Isabelle  and 
Harold,  at  home.  In  the  fall  of  1909  the  family  were  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  the  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic 
church,  in  the  faith  of  which  she  reared  her  children. 

Mr.  Gulick  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  has 
twice  been  called  upon  to  serve  on  the  board  of  supervisors.  He  belongs 
to  Camp  No.  3112,  M.  W.  A.,  at  Waterford  and  for  some  time  has  served  as 
escort  in  that  organization.  There  is  no  phase  of  Racine  county's  develop- 
ment during  the  past  six  decades  with  which  he  is  not  familar  and  his 
reminiscences  concerning  the  early  history  and  the  progress  of  the  county 
are  most  interesting.  His  long  connection  with  its  agricultural  development 
has  been  a  potent  force  in  bringing  about  present  day  conditions  in  agri- 
cultural circles  in  Dover  township. 


RACINE  TOOL  &  MACHINE  COMPANY. 

Racine  has  called  to  her  midst  many  captains  of  industry,  men  who  are  con- 
trolling extensive  and  important  commercial  and  industrial  interests,  and  their 
efforts  have  given  to  the  city  its  well  earned  reputation  as  a  great  manufactur- 
ing center.  One  of  the  important  undertakings  of  Racine  is  that  conducted 
under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Tool  &  Machine  Company,  which  was  organized 
in  1908.  In  December,  1910,  it  was  purchased  by  J.  M.  Jones,  who  is  the  pres- 
ident, treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  company,  with  F.  E.  Koehler  as 
vice  president  and  L.  Jones  as  secretary.  The  company  manufactures  high 
speed  metal  cutting  machines  and  has  the  largest  exclusive  metal  cutting  ma- 
chinery plant  in  the  world.  Its  product  is  sold  in  all  civilized  countries.  Ma- 
chinery is  made  for  cutting  metal  in  every  way  and  of  all  kinds.  The  plant  is 
located  at  No.  1439  Junction  avenue  and  includes  a  two  story  and  basement 
building  of  modern  mill  construction,  eighty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 
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It  is  one  of  the  new  buildings  of  the^  city,  used  for  manufacturing  purposes  and 
fifty  skilled  workmen  are  employed  in  turning  out  the  product.  The  company 
i3  widely  known  as  heavy  exporters  and  is  recognized  as  the  world's  greatest 
experts  in  metal  cutting.  To  Racine  was  sent  a  large  meteor  to  be  cut  by  the 
Raciae  Tool  &  Machine  Company,  which  makes  a  machine  capable  of  cutting 
a  ** harder  than  steel"  body.  This  is  the  only  company  in  the  country  that  is 
putting  forth  a  machine  that  can  economically  an<J  accurately  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  meteorologists  in  this  connection. 


J.  M.  JONES. 


J.  M.  Jones,  president,  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  Racine  Tool 
&  Machine  Company,  is  a  native  of  Indiana  and  his  public  school  education  was 
supplemented  by  study  in  Western  College  at  Toledo,  Iowa.  When  a  young 
man  he  taught  school  and  afterward  turned  his  attention  to  general  merchan- 
dising near  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  while  subsequently  he  became  connected  with 
tlie  wholesale  shoe  business  in  Chicago.  He  afterward  engaged  in  the  bank- 
ing business  in  Chicago  and  in  1900  came  to  Racine  but  went  back  and  forth 
from  Chicago  each  day.  In  December,  1910,  he  purchased  the  business  which 
is  now  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Tool  &  Machine  Company,  of 
which  he  is  the  president,  treasurer  and  general  manager.  This  company  has 
continuously  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  high  speed  metal  cutting  machines 
and  its  product  today  is  the  most  efficient  in  this  work  that  has  thus  far  been 
produced  in  the  world,  as  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  their  machines  cut  with 
greater  accuracy  and  speed  and  therefore  in  less  time  and  with  less  expense 
than  any  other  machines. 

Mr.  Jones'  family  consists  of  a  wife  and  one  daughter.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Science  church  and  in  politics  is  a  ^-epublican.  All  outside  inter- 
ests, however,  are  made  subservient  to  the  main  object  of  his  life — the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  enterprise  with  which  he  is  now  connected.  It  is  not  the  mere  at- 
tainment of  success  which  actuates  him,  but  a  desire  to  reach  the  greatest  pos- 
sible measure  of  perfection  in  the  work  which  he  has  undertaken,  to  go  beyond 
what  others  have  accomplished  and  give  to  the  world  something  of  actual 
worth  and  value. 


ROBERT  WHERREY,  SR. 

Robert  Wherrey,  Sr.,  has  long  been  identified  with  commercial  interests  in, 
Racine  as  proprietor  of  a  butcher  shop  and  is  well  known  in  the  business  cir- 
cles of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  New  York,  April  17,  1848,  and  is  indebted  to 
the  common  school  system  of  that  state  for  the  educational  privileges  which 
he  enjoyed.  When  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he  took  up  the  occupation  of 
farming  in  New  York  and  was  thus  engaged  until  he  came  to  Racine  in  1869, 
when  a  young  man  of  twenty  years.    Here  he  embarked  in  the  butchering  busi- 
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ness,  which  he  has  since  followed,  ^nd  all  through  the  intervening  years  he 
has  enjoyed  a  liberal  patronage,  making  his  business  a  substantial  and  profit- 
able one.  He  married  Margaret  Beanston  and  both  are  well  known  in  the 
community  where  they  have  now  long  resided. 


ROBERT  WHERREY,  JR. 

Robert  Wherrey,  Jr.,  identified  with  farming  interests,  his  home  being  on 
section  35,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  was  born  in  Racine  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1885,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education  passed  through  consecu- 
tive grades  in  the  public  schools  until  he  became  a  high  grade  school  pupil.  In 
the  intervening  period  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  with  his  father  and  is 
BOW  conducting  a  farm  on  section  35,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  care- 
fully and  wisely  directs  the  interests  of  the  home  farm. 

In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Wherrey  is  well  known,  holding  member- 
ship in  Racine  Lodge,  No.  92,  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  in  the  chapter  and  council.  He 
likewise  belongs  to  Racine  Lodge,  No.  32,  K.  P.,  and  to  the  Dramatic  Order  of 
the  Benights  of  Khorassan.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  his  political  belief  that  of  the  republican  party.  He  has  been  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Racine  county  and  is  well  known  to  its  citizens,  who  class 
him  with  the  enterprising  and  representative  men  of  the  district. 


HENRY  W.  LEWIS. 


Henry  W.  Lewis  is  actively  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  a  good  farm  on 
section  24,  Mount  Pleasant  township.  This  farm  is  connected  with  the  county 
insane  asylum  and  he  has  been  its  superintendent  for  eight  years.  He  was 
bom  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  March  8,  1868,  'a  son  of  Andrew  Jackson 
and  Hattie  (Northrup)  Lewis,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter 
'of  Wisconsin.  They  were  married  at  Rock  Prairie,  Wisconsin,  in  1864,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Henry  W.  and  Roy.  The  latter  wedded 
Mary  Zimmerman  and  they  became  the  parents  of  twins,  Milton  and  Mildred. 
The  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  throughout  his  active  business 
life  and  thus  provided  a  comfortable  living  for  his  family.  He  now  makes  his 
home  with  his  son  Henry,  his  wife  having  died  on  the  25th  of  March,  1911,  her 
remains  being  interred  in  Mound  cemetery.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Lewis 
has  ever  been  ap  earnest  republican  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of 
franchise  and  in  his  religious  faith  he  is  a  Baptist 

Henry  W.  Lewis  acquired  a  common  school  education,  pursuing  his  studies 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  years,  after  which  he  worked 
with  his  father  to  the  age  of  twenty.  He  then  started  out  in  business  independ- 
ently and  for  two  years  rented  a  farm.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  rented  his 
father's  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for  a  year  and  tlien  invested  in  property  in 
1891,  becoming  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres  on  Twelfth  street,  which  he 
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still  farms.  He  lived  upon  that  place  for  six  years  and  then  removed  to  Racine, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  for  nine  years.  He  next  accepted  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  county  insane  asylum  and  hald  acted  in  that  capacity 
for  eight  years.  In  this  connection  he  directs  the  labors  of  the  farm,  which  he 
has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  the  work  being  attended  by  a  sub- 
stantial measure  of  profit. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1891,  Mr.  Lewis  was  married  to  Miss  Adella  Place, 
a  daughter  of  William  Place,  of  Franksville,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  New  York,  while  his  wife  was  a  native 
of  Wales.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Place  became  the  parents  of  six  children :  Jule,  who 
married  Herman  Jensen  and  is  living  in  Kenosha ;  George,  a  resident  of  Mount 
Pleasant  township ;  Henry,  whose  home  is  in  Franksville,  Wisconsin ;  Ada,  of 
Racine ;  Adella,  now  Mrs.  Lewis ;  and  Will,  whose  home  is  in  Franksville,  Wis- 
consin. 

Mr  Lewis  is  identified  with  the  Modem  Woodmen  camp  at  Corliss  and  he 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  He  usually  attends  the 
Freewill  Baptist  church  and  his  life  has  at  all  times  been  honorable  and  up- 
right. He  is  today  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres  of  well  improved  land 
and  he  owes  his  success  entirely  to  his  perseverance,  industry  and  capable  man- 
agement. He  has  never  been  afraid  of  hard  work  and  when  difficulties  and 
obstacles  have  confronted  him  they  have  seemed  to  serve  as  an  impetus  for  re- 
newed effort  on  his  part. 


MAIDENS  SEWELL. 


Maidens  Sewell,  who  for  thirty-seven  years  was  identified  with  farming  in- 
terests in  this  county,  his  labors  being  terminated  by  death  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1913,  was  bom  in  England  on  the  9th  of  December,  1840,  his  parents 
being  John  and  Betsy  Sewell.  He  obtained  a  common  school  education  and 
during  his  youthful  days  assisted  largely  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  in 
England,  but  became  attracted  by  the  opportunities  which  he  heard  existed 
in  America  and  when  a  youth  of  fifteen  he  came  to  the  United  States,  making 
his  way  to  Ohio,  where  he  resided  for  three  years.  He  there  hired  out  as  a 
farm  hand  and  after  being  employed  in  that  way  for  some  time  he  returned 
to  England.  In  1876,  however,  he  again  came  to  the  United  States  and  made 
his  way  to  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  settling  on  a  farm  constituting  a  part 
of  the  Herrick  estate  west  of  Corliss.  There  he  lived  for  thirty-five  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  purchased  thirty  acres  in  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
whereon  he  continued  to  engage  in  farming  until  his  death  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1913.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
property  by  the  additional  purchase  of  a  forty-five  acre  tract  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant township  and  his  holdings  were  thus  valuable  and  productive. 

In  1872  Mr.  Sewell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Betsy  Pearce,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Rosamond  Pearce,  of  England.  The  four  children  of  this  mar- 
riage are:  Katie  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ed.  Lewis  and  has  three  children; 
Francis  Fred,  who  married  Ella  West  and  has  two  children ;  Nellie  Louise,  who 
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became  the  wife  of  Joseph  C.  Coates  and  died  July  10,  1913,  leaving  a  son, 
George  Sewell,  now  living  in  Pindlay,  Ohio,  and  Albert  Maidens,  who  married 
Mabel  E.  Burns  and  has  one  child,  James  Maidens. 

After  taking  out  his  naturalization  papers  Mr.  Sewell  voted  with  the  demo- 
cratic party,  to  which  he  always  gave  stalwart  support.  His  religious  belief 
was  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  according  to 
its  principles  he  guided  his  life,  living  at  all  times  in  harmony  with  his  fellow- 
men,  endeavoring  to  do  unto  others  as  he  would  have  them  do  unto  him. 


FRED  L.  KING. 


FVed  L.  King,  who  is  engaged  in  truck  gardening  upon  a  tract  of  land  of 
fifteen  acres  on  section  13,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  was  born  in  St.  Charles, 
Illinois,  August  18,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Edmond  and  Mary  (Rice)  King,  of 
whom  mention  is  made  on  another  page  of  this  work  in  connection  with  the 
sketch  of  their  son,  Frank  E.  King.  After  mastering  the  preliminary  branches 
of  learning  as  a  district  school  pupil  Fred  L.  King  continued  his  education  in 
the  town  schools  until  1868,  when  his  parents  removed  to  Green  county,  Wis- 
consin, where  they  lived  for  two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
came  with  them  to  Racine  county  and  while  under  the  parental  roof  he  was 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy  and  was  instructed  in  those  prin- 
ciples which  are  the  basic  element  of  upright  manhood. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age  Mr.  King  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
and  learned  the  carriage  painting  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  three  or  four 
years.  He  spent  one  year  in  the  McAvoy  carriage  shop  and  afterward  went  to 
Texas,  where  he  engaged  in  ranching  for  four  or  five  years.  In  fact  he  has 
been  identified  with  ranch  interests  throughout  the  southwest  and  upon  leav- 
ing that  section  of  the  country  made  his  way  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  began  rail- 
roading, in  which  connection  he  worked  his  way  upward  to  the  position  of 
engineer  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad.  He  afterward  ran  an  engine  on  the 
Cairo  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  for  several  years  and  later  returned  to  Racine 
county,  where  for  eight  years  he  was  connected  with  his  brother  in  the  further 
development  and  cultivation  of  the  old  home  farm.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
purchased  three  and  one-half  acres  at  Mygatts  Comers  and  still  later  bought 
other  land.  At  present  he  is  farming  fifteen  acres  devoted  to  truck  gardening 
and  he  now  produces  large  crops,  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  sale  on  the  market. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1887,  near  Los  Vegas,  New  Mexico,  Mr.  King  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena  Jrupe,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Wilhelmina 
(Shermer)  Jrupe,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  whence  they  came 
to  Illinois  in  early  life.  They  have  now  passed  away  and  their  remains  were 
interred  in  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  become  parents  of  a  son,  Edmund 
L.,  who  married  Helen  Cheeseman  and  has  one  child,  Edmund  Ellsworth. 

Politically  Mr.  King  is  a  republican  and  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
town  committee.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  the  cause  of 
public  education  finds  him  an  earnest  supporter.     He  attends  the  Baptist 
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church  aud  conforms  his  life  to  its  teachings,  always  endeavoring  to  follow 
the  golden  rule.  He  has  been  a  diligent  worker  and  has  made  his  own  success 
and  at  the  same  time  he  has  molded  his  character  in  such  a  manner  as  to  merit 
and  enjoy  the  high  regard  and  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 


JOHN  BELL. 


Caledonia  township  was  the  birthplace  of  John  Bell  as  well  as  the  place 
of  his  present  residence,  his  home  being  on  section  19.  He  was  born  November 
29,  1858,  a  son  of  Valentine  and  Agnes  (Vohn)  Bell,  both  of  whom  were  bom 
in  the  Rhine  country  of  Germany  in  1813.  They  were  reared  and  married  in 
the  fatherland  and  on  coming  to  the  new  world  established  their  home  in  Cale- 
donia township,  where  the  father  secured  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he  pur- 
chased for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre,  and  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  ten  acres.  The  homestead  comprises  eighty  acres,  John  Bell  having 
bought  fifty  acres.  Valentine  Bell  successfully  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death  in  1884.  For  a  decade  he  had  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in 
1874.  They  were  members  of  St.  Louis  Catholic  church  of  Caledonia  township 
and  in  politics  Mr.  Bell  was  a  democrat.  He  came  to  the  county  in  pioneer 
days,  cleared  his  land,  built  a  log  cabin  and  as  the  years  went  on  won  a  sub- 
stantial measure  of  success.  He  was  a  well  educated  man  and  had  been  a 
teacher  in  his  native  country,  where  his  father,  Valentii^e  Bell,  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming,  never  coming  to  the  new  world.  In  the  family  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Valentine  Bell,  Jr.,  were  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living: 
Sebastian,  who  resides  upon  a  farm  in  Caledonia  township ;  Lena,  the  wife  of 
John  Michaels,  of  the  same  township ;  and  John,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  acquired  his  education  in  the  parochial  and  district  schools 
and  took  up  farm  work,  to  which  he  had  been  reared  and  which  he  has  always 
followed.  His  entire  life  has  been  given  to  the  work  of  the  fields  and  he  has 
eighty  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  upon  his  place  a  nice  home  and  substantial  outbuild- 
ings for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock.  These  he  erected  himself  and  other- 
wise he  has  improved  his  place,  making  it  a  valuable  modem  farm.  He  car- 
ries on  general  agricultural  pursuits,  raising  all  kinds  of  grain  and  also  spe- 
cializing in  cabbage.  He  likewise  does  considerable  dairying,  shipping  milk 
to  the  Horlick  plant,  and  his  intelligently  directed  business  affairs  are  winning 
for  him  substantial  success. 

In  1877  Mr.  Bell  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Swick,  a  native  of  Milwaukee 
county,  and  to  them  were  born  thirteen  children,  of  whom  twelve  are  yet  Uv- 
ing:  Joseph,  a  mail  carrier  of  Racine;  Willie,  who  died  leaving  a  wife  and 
three  children  who  are  residents  of  Racine ;  Toney,  who  is  agent  at  the  Good- 
rich dock  in  Racine ;  Frank,  who  is  now  in  South  Dakota  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health ;  Agnes,  the  wife  of  Edward  Bloom,  a  machinist  working  in  the  shops 
of  Racine;  Louie,  who  is  employed  by  a  dairyman  at  Elkhom,  Wisconsin; 
Louisa,  the  wife  of  Erney  Johnson,  who  is  employed  in  his  father's  shoe  store 
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in  Racine ;  Hugo,  who  is  engaged  in  the  painting  business  at  Elkhorn ;  Leo,  in 
Racine;  Marie,  who  is  in  Racine  with  her  brother  Toney;  and  Peter,  Helen 
and  Edward,  all  at  home. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  being  identified  with  St. 
Louis  church  in  Caledonia  township.  In  politics  Mr.  Bell  is  a  democrat  and 
has  served  in  several  local  oflSces.  For  four  years  he  was  on  the  side  board  and 
for  three  years  was  chairman.  He  also  served  on  the  board  of  health  for  a 
year  as  chairman  and  for  six  years  as  its  secretary,  and  he  is  now  serving  on 
the  state  highway  committee.  He  is  interested  in  every  plan  and  measure  for 
the  upbuilding  and  development  of  county  and  state  and  lends  active  aid  and 
co-operation  to  many  movements  for  the  general  good.  In  his  own  business 
life  his  career  demonstrates  what  can  be  accomplished  by  determination  and 
energy,  for  he  started  out  empty  handed  and  was  worked  his  way  upward  to 
success,  wisely  using  his  opportunities  and  gaining  advancement  by  reason  of 
his  indefatigable  energy  and  perseverance. 


ROBERT  BENJAMIN  WEST. 

Robert  Benjamin  West,  whose  time  is  busily  occupied  with  the  care  of  a 
farm  of  seventy-one  acres,  which  he  cultivates  according  to  modem  scientific 
methods  productive  of  excellent  results,  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Racine 
county,  bom  June  21, 1876.  His  father,  Benjamin  West,  also  a  well  known  and 
highly  respected  agriculturist  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Canada,  October  11, 
1847,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Hannah  West,  who  in  1848  brought  their 
family  to  Racine  county,  casting  in  their  lot  with  its  pioneer  settlers.  Secur- 
ing land,  Thomas  West  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  in  Raymond  town- 
ship until  his  death  and  contributed  in  substantial  measure  to  the  develop- 
ment and  progress  of  the  locality. 

His  son  Benjamin  was  reared  amid  the  scenes  and  the  conditions  of  pioneer 
life  and  in  the  common  schools  of  Raymond  township  acquired  his  education. 
He  early  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  fields  and  became  acquainted 
with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for  the  crops.  When 
twenty-five  years  of  age  he  left  home  and  went  to  Iowa,  but  after  a  year  in 
that  state  returned  to  Racine  county,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
farming,  making  his  home  in  Raymond  township,  where  he  owns  and  culti- 
vates one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  of  good  land,  annually  gathering  sub- 
stantial harvests,  which  bring  to  him  a  gratifjdng  yearly  income.  In  1872  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Esther  Law,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Rebecca 
Law,  who  were  natives  of  England.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  mar- 
riage :    Robert  Benjamin ;  Mary  Rebecca,  deceased ;  and  Derrick  Wendell. 

The  parents  are  adherents  of  the  Congregational  church  and  in  his  political 
views  Benjamin  West  is  a  stalwart  republican,  having  supported  the  party 
since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He  has  been  town  clerk 
of  Raymond  township  for  sixteen  years,  his  long  connection  with  the  office 
plainly  indicating  his  capability  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fel- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


520  HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY 

low  townsmen.  He  has  also  served  as  clerk  of  the  school  board  and  he  is 
actively  and  helpfully  interested  in  all  plans  and  projects  for  promoting  the 
public  welfare.  For  more  than  two-thirds  of  a  century  he  has  been  in  this 
county  and  is  one  of  its  honored  and  respected  citizens,  having  led  a  life  which 
commands  for  him  the  good  will  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact. 

Robert  B.  West  obtained  a  common  school  education  and  assisted  in  the 
work  of  the  old  homestead  farm  until  1905,  when  he  started  out  independently, 
purchasing  seventy-one  acres  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home,  his  time  and  energies  being  devoted  to  the  further 
development  and  improvement  of  this  tract,  which  is  today  one  of  the  excel- 
lent farm  properties  of  the  district. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1905,  Mr.  West  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Matilda 
Halter,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Halter,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Esther  May,  Jeanette  Marion  and  Eunice  Henrietta. 

Mr.  West  belongs  to  the  United  Order  of  Foresters  at  Raymond  and  he 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  For  one  year  he  filled 
the  oflBce  of  assessor  but  has  never  been  ambitions  to  hold  political  positions. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  he  holds  membership,  and  has  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school  in  the  Raymond  Congregational  church  in  Raymond  township.  For 
three  generations  the  West  family  has  been  actively  associated  with  the  agri- 
cultural development  of  Racine  county  and  throughout  the  entire  period  the 
family  name  has  been  an  honored  one  in  this  part  of  the  state.  The  work 
instituted  by  the  grandfather  has  been  carried  on  by  the  father  and  son  and 
they  have  not  only  contributed  to  the  material  development  but  have  also 
been  active  in  upholding  the  legal  and  moral  status  of  the  community. 


THE  NORTHROP  FAMILY. 

The  Northrop  family  trace  their  ancestry  from  the  Northrops  and  Booths 
of  Yorkshire  and  Kent  counties,  England,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1637, 
settling  in  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut,  where  many  descendants  still  abide. 
Doctor  Booth  Northrop  married  Miss  Huldah  Shepard,  October  15,  1812,  at 
Newtown,  Connecticut,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Galway,  Sara- 
toga county,  New  York.  To  them  were  born  three  daughters  and  three  sons. 
Two  sons,  the  subjects  of  this  sketch,  located  in  Racine — George  Chester 
Northrop  and  Byron  Booth  Northrop.  The  older  brother,  Rev.  Henry  Horatio 
Northrop,  was  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  serving  important  parishes  in  the 
state  of  Michigan.  He  was  regent  of  the  State  University.  He  died  at  Flint, 
Michigan,  February  26,  1905,  in  his  ninety-first  year. 

George  Chester  Northrop,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  came  to  this  county  in 
1849,  stopping  for  a  time  at  Rochester  and  then  moving  to  Racine.  He  he- 
came  a  member  of  the  Racine  county  bar.  In  1854,  joining  with  Horatio  B. 
Munroe,  Reuben  M.  Norton  and  Henry  S.  Durand,  he  organized  the  Racine 
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County  Bank,  and  was  cashier  and  manager  for  several  years.  He  was  twice 
honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  the  oflBce  of  mayor,  being  elected  by  large 
majorities  in  1861  and  1863.  In  the  fall  of  1864,  he  was  elected  to  the  state 
legislature,  and  lacked  only  a  few  votes  of  being  chosen  speaker  of  the  as- 
sembly. For  one  year  he  served  the  city  as  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools,  when  his  health  began  to  fail  and  his  earthly  life  closed  July  15,  1874, 
leaving  an  only  daughter,  Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  Will  R.  Banks  of  Lamar, 
Missouri.    Their  children  are  Northrop  Banks  and  Mary  Booth  Banks. 

Byron  Booth  Northrop  was  born  October  2,  1830,  at  Galway,  Saratoga 
county,  New  York.  He  was  educated  at  Yates  Academy  in  Orleans  county, 
New  York,  and  Westcott  Academy  at  Homer,  Michigan.  In  1847,  he  entered 
the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  taking  the  classical  course,  and 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1855.  The  degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  upon 
him  in  1877.  For  several  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  A.  S.  Barnes  &  Com- 
pany, publishers.  New  York  city,  as  general  agent  for  Michigan  and  Wiscon- 
sin, introducing  their  school  books  to  the  public  and  private  schools  of  those 
states.  In  1858,  he  established  the  first  bank  in  Weyauwega,  Waupaca  county, 
Wisconsin,  being  a  bank  of  issue  called  the  Bank  of  Weyauwega.  Disposing 
of  this  business,  he  came  to  Racine  in  1859  and,  associated  with  his  brother, 
George,  established  the  bank  of  B.  B.  Northrop  &  Company.  This  bank  con- 
tinued in  successful  business  for  twelve  years,  when  with  the  Bank  of  Racine, 
Henry  J.  UUman,  president,  it  was  merged  into  the  Manufacturers  National 
Bank  of  Racine  in  March,  1871.  Mr.  UUman  was  elected  vice  president  and 
B.  B.  Northrop,  cashier  of  the  Manufacturers  National  Bank  of  Racine  March, 
1871.  Mr.  Northrop  was  annually  re-elected  for  thirty-seven  years,  when,  his 
hearing  becoming  sadly  impaired,  he  retired  January,  1908. 

It  will  hardly  do  to  omit  mention  of  the  most  important  event  in  everyone's 
life.  On  January  20,  1863,  Byron  Booth  Northrop  and  Miss  Alice  Theresa 
Porter,  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Allen  Porter,  formerly  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  were  united  in  marriage  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Racine  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  Charles  J.  Hutchins.  (Andrew  Parsons  and  IMiss 
Martha  Giles  were  married  at  the  same  time,  thus  making  this  a  double  wed- 
ding.) This  union  was  blest  with  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  sons,  Allen 
Booth  and  George  Porter  are  conducting  the  W.  A.  Porter  Furniture  Com- 
pany, which  was  established  by  their  uncle  William  Allen  Porter.  The  daugh- 
ter, May,  was  married  May  21,  1891,  to  Philip  Mayer  Wackerhagen  by  Rev. 
Henry  H.  Northrop,  of  Flint,  Michigan.  To  them  were  born  a  daughter, 
Alice,  and  a  son,  Edward,  both  named  after  grandparents.  Alice  is  a  graduate 
of  Vassar  College  and  Edward  is  in  his  second  year  in  the  Racine  high  school. 
The  father,  Philip  M.  Wackerhagen,  associated  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing 
Machine  Company,  passed  away  December  10,  1915,  from  Myocarditis.  The 
family  continue  to  reside  at  1211  Main  street,  which  is  the  site  of  the  Porter 
homestead,  where  the  grandmother  played  when  a  child  six  years  old.  The 
native  burr  oaks  are  still  casting  their  benign  shadows  over  the  place  as  in 
the  earliest  days  when  Racine  was  a  wilderness. 

This  narrative  would  be  incomplete  without  mention  that  B.  B.  Northrop 
was  in  1877  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  state  convention  at  Madison,  and 
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was  placed  upon  the  important  committee  on  resolutions.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  a  school  commissioner  from  the  second  ward,  and  was  by  the  board  of 
education  chosen  as  its  president.  In  1885  he  was  elected  an  alderman  from 
the  second  ward  and  appointed  by  the  mayor,  Hon.  Joseph  Miller,  chairman 
of  the  finance  committee  of  the  city  council.  He  also  served  during  his  term 
of  two  years  on  three  most  important  special  committees  of  the  council,  viz: 
revision  of  the  city  charter,  lake  shore  protection  and  city  water  works.  In 
1887,  he  was  nominated  school  commissioner  from  the  second  ward  by  Hon. 
D.  A.  Olin,  mayor,  confirmed  by  the  council,  and  by  the  board  of  education 
elected  president.  He  was  reappointed  and  re-elected,  holding  the  office  of 
president  for  four  years.  During  these  years^  Hon.  Horatio  Q.  Winslow,  a 
man  of  learning  and  distinguished  ability,  was  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools,  and  the  cause  of  popular  education  was  decidedly  advanced. 

In  conclusion  it  can  be  safely  said,  that  in  every  effort  made  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  city,  Mr.  Northrop  has  loyally  endeavored  to  lend  a  helping 
hand.  In  church  work,  in  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  work,  in  char- 
itable endeavor,  and  all  kindred  efforts  he  has  sought  to  do  his  duty.  And 
now,  after  an  active  and  strenuous  life,  as  an  octogenarian  he  is  enjoying  a 
quiet  and  hopeful  life  in  his  commodious  home  at  845  Main  street. 


(A  more  minute  sketch  of  these  brothers  can  be  found  in  the  histories  of  Racine  and  Kenosha  coontiea, 
published  in  1892  and  1906,  which  it  seemed  unnecessary  to  repeat  in  this  volume.) 


ALONZO  SILAS  TITUS. 

Alonzo  Silas  Titus,  conducting  business  under  the  name  o{  the  Waterford 
Milling  Company,  was  born  at  Richland  Center,  Wisconsin,  February  14,  1858, 
a  son  of  Starr  and  Elsa  (Hickox)  Titus.  The  father  was  born  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  thence  removed  to  Illinois. 
He  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  but  afterward  took  up  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years  in  McHenry  county,  Illinois. 
There  most  of  his  children  were  born.  At  length,  because  of  failing  health, 
he  removed  to  the  pine  woods  of  Wisconsin  and  in  1859  he  passed  away.  He 
was  a  wide-awake,  enterprising  business  man  and  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings. He  was  also  active  in  matters  of  reform  and  stood  for  public  improve- 
ment along  all  lines,  doing  much  effective  work  for  the  benefit  of  his  com- 
munity. He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  those  who  knew  him  best,  for  his  life 
record  was  such  as  would  bear  the  closest  investigation  and  scrutiny.  In 
politics  he  was  a  stanch  republican.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr 
Titus  were  twelve  children,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living.  Three  of  his  sons 
were  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war  and  two  died  while  defending  the  Union  cause, 
while  the  third,  Ira,  passed  away  in  1916.  Those  who  still  survive  are :  Prank, 
a  fruit  grower  in  California;  Nellie,  the  wife  of  Joseph  McGandy,  of  Tacoma; 
and  Alonzo  Silas. 

The  last  named  was  reared  by  his  uncle,  Mark  Hickox,  for  he  was  but  a 
year  old  when  his  father  died.     He  attended  the  district  schools  to  the  age 
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of  fourteen  years  and  then  started  out  to  earn  his  own  living  as  an  apprentice 
to  the  milling  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  others  for  some  time,  and  in 
1895  he  embarked  in  the  milling  business  on  his  own  account  at  Waterford. 
He  had  to  incur  an  indebtedness  to  secure  the  mill  property,  but  he  possessed 
energy  and  determination  and  believed  those  qualities  would  prove  a  substan- 
tial foundation  on  which  to  build  success,  nor  has  he  been  disappointed,  for 
as  the  years  have  gone  on  he  has  made  the  business  a  profitable  one.  The 
product  of  his  plant  includes  seventy-five  barrels  of  flour  per  day  and  the 
plant  also  has  a  capacity  of  twenty  tons  of  ground  feed.  The  excellence  of 
the  flour  which  he  manufactures  secures  for  him  a  liberal  patronage  and  the 
business  now  returns  to  him  a  good  income. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1893,  Mr.  Titus  was  married  to  Miss  Kate  Ken- 
nedy, a  resident  of  Clinton,  Wisconsin,  and  a  high  school  graduate.  She  also 
pursued  a  course  in  stenography  and  was  employed  as  a  stenographer  for  a 
few  years.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  five  children: 
Leonard  K.,  who  is  a  high  school  graduate  and  is  now  a  student  at  college  in 
Berea,  near  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Evelyn  A.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Waterford 
high  school  and  is  now  assistant  manager  of  the  Craig  sanitarium  at  Rock- 
ford,  Illinois;  Starr,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Waterford  high  school;  Leta, 
now  a  high  school  pupil ;  and  Catheryn,  also  in  school. 

Mr.  Titus  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  and  is  serving  as  clerk 
of  the  church  board.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Temple  lodge.  No.  96, 
P.  &  A.  M.,  and  Burlington  chapter,  R.  A.  M„  and  of  the  former  is  a  past 
master.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Foresters.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  prohibition  party  and  for 
two  years  he  was  supervisor  of  the  village  of  Waterford.  He  is  the  present 
fire  chief  of  the  Waterford  fire  department  and  he  is  much  interested  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  district,  giving  active 
co-operation  and  hearty  support  to  many  plans  and  measures  for  the  general 
good  of  the  community. 


HENRY  HALTER. 


The  life  record  of  Henry  Halter  is  proof  of  the  fact  that  success  is  not  a 
matter  of  genius  or  of  fortunate  circumstances,  as  some  contend,  but  is  the 
direct  result  of  earnest  labor  and  perseverance,  for  Henry  Halter  is  a  self- 
made  man  who  Qwes  his  prosperity  entirely  to  his  persistent,  earnest  effort. 
He  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  truck  farming  upon  a  tract  of  land  of  forty- 
four  acres  on  section  31,  Mount  Pleasant  township.  He  was  born  in  Milwaukee 
county,  Wisconsin,  October  13,  1855,  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Mary  (Concelman) 
Halter,  who  were  natives  of  France.  In  the  year  1842  the  father  came  to  the 
new  world  and  in  1846  arrived  in  this  state,  settling  in  Milwaukee  county, 
where  he  continued  his  residence  for  fifty-seven  years,  removing  in  1903  to 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  Racine  county.  He  was  not  ,long  permitted  to  enjoy 
his  new  home,  however,  for  his  death  occurred  in  1904,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1892. 
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Henry  Halter  is  one  of  their  family  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet 
living.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Milwaukee  and 
Racine  counties  and  in  the  city  of  Racine  learned  the  tinner's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  three  years.  He  afterward  spent  a  year  in  California  and 
upon  his  return  worked  upon  his  father's  farm  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  in  1883.  He  then  purchased  a  part  of  his  father's  land 
in  Caledonia  township  and  continued  to  engage  in  farming  there  until  1903. 
He  next  bought  forty-four  acres  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  which 
he  has  since  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  truck  farming,  making  a  specialty  of 
cabbage,  potatoes  and  onions.  He  annually  gathers  good  crops  and  his 
success  is  the  result  of  his  close  application,  unfaltering  energy  and  firm 
purpose. 

In  1883  Mr.  Halter  married  Emma  Swantz,  who  died  leaving  one  daughter, 
Emma,  the  wife  of  Robert  West,  of  Mount  Pleasant  township,  by  whom  she 
has  three  children — ^Esther,  Janet  and  Eunice.  In  1891  Mr.  Halter  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Fredericka  Sheckler,  her  father  being  John  Sheckler, 
an  old  settler  of  Racine  county.  To  them  have  been  bom  two  children,  as 
follows:  Edna,  the  wife  of  Harvey  Hansche,  by  whom  she  has  one  child; 
and  Frank,  at  home.  y^ 

Mr.  Halter  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church  and  makes  it*  his  daily  purpose 
to  conform  his  life  to  its  teachings.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  for 
twenty-three  years  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  has 
also  been  school  clerk  and  pathmaster.  In  public  service  he  has  proven  loyal 
and  progressive  and  at  no  time  is  he  remiss  in  the  duties  of  citizenship.  He 
rejoices  in  what  has  been  accomplished  to  promote  the  welfare  of  Racine 
county  and  is  ever  ready  to  lend  his  aid  and  co-operation  to^movements  for 
the  general  good.  * 


JOHN  01.AUGHLIN. 


John  O'Laughlin,  who  died  July  15,  1913,  was  well  known  as  the  head  of 
the  John  O'Laughlin  Stone  Company,  owning  quarries  at  Racine,  Waukesha 
and  Waterloo,  Wisconsin.  His  business  reached  extensive  proportions  and  in" 
its  management  he  displayed  unfaltering  enterprise  and  keen  discernment.  He 
was  born  at  Taychcedah,  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1856,  a  son  of 
Andrew  and  Ellen  (O^Gorman)  O'Laughiin,  who  were  natives  of  Countv 
Clare,  Ireland.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Michael  O'Laughlin,  was  a  weaUhy 
resident  of  Ireland  and  had  a  family  of  nine  sons,  six  of  whom  were  surveyors. 
One  of  these,  Peter  0*Laughlin,  engaged  in  surveying  in  Fond  du  Lac  county 
for  many  years.  Another  son  became  a  civil  engineer  and  laid  out  the  North- 
western Railroad  between  Fond  du  Lac  and  Green  Bay.  A  cousin  of  these 
brothers  became  governor  general  of  New  South  Wales  in  the  early  '60s. 
Michael  O'Laughlin  married  ^Susan  Talty  and  they  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
Ireland,  passing  away  at  an  advanced  age.  John  0 'Gorman,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  John  O'Laughlin  of  this  review,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Emer- 
ald isle,  where  he  became  owner  of  valuable  farming  lands,  on  which  he  had 
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a  number  of  tenants.  Andrew  O'Laughlin,  the  father  of  John  O'Laughlin, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1846  and  settled  in  Tayeheedah,  Wisconsin, 
whence  he  removed  to  La  Salle  county,  Illinois,  in  1866.  There  he  purchased 
and  cultivated  a  large  tract  of  land  until  1881,  when  he  retired  from  active 
business  life  and  removed  to  Chicago,  where  he  passed  "away  in  1886,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years.  His  widow  survived  him  for  but  eight  months  and 
was  sixty-sii  years  of  age  at  the  tinie  of  her  death.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Catholic  church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  O'Laughlin  was  a  liberal  democrat. 
They  had  a  family  of  nine  children. 

John  O'Laughlin  was  reared  in  Pond  du  Lac  county  to  the  age  of  ten  years 
and  then  went  with  his  parents  to  La  Salle  county,  Illinois,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  upon  the  home  farm.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  in  St.  Francis  College  of  Milwaukee  and  for  a  time  engaged 
in  teaching  school.  In  1880  he  went  to  Chicago  and  became  interested  in  the 
stone  business.  He  was  employed  for  three  years  at  the  Union  Lime  Works, 
of  which  he  was  superintendent  for  a  time,  and  subsequently  he  filled  the 
responsible  position  of  general  superintendent  with  the  Keys  &  Thatcher  Stone 
Company  for  five  years.  He  did  general  contracting  work  in  building  streets 
and  sewers  and  in  laying  water  pipe  through  rocks,  being  the  only  one  to 
whom  a  license  was  issued  to  blast  rock  in  the  streets  of  Chicago.  He  was 
thus  engaged  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  leased  the  Keys  & 
Thatcher  quarries  and  established  the  Artesian  Stone  &  Lime  Works,  which 
he  sold  in  1894.  He  then  spent  about  a  year  in  Europe  and  upon  returning  to 
the  United  States,  while  on  his  way  to  Milwaukee,  he  noticed  an  old  aban- 
doned lime  kiln  at  Ives,  Racine  county.  He  left  the  train  and  soon  made 
arrangements  to  buy  the  land,  upon  which  he  erected  a  large  and  very  com- 
plete plant  for  crushing  stone.  It  was  Mr.  O'Laughlin  who  originated  the 
present  plan  of  stone  crushing  which  is  now  largely  used  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Europe.  From  the  beginnnig  his  business  grew  rapidly  and 
he  employed  several  hundred  men  at  this  plant.  He  also  owned  the  Portland 
granite  quarries,  near  Waterloo,  and  the  Waukesha  quarries,  where  two  hun- 
dred men  are  employed.  In  that  undertaking  his  son,  Joseph  J.,  became  inter- 
ested with  him.  The  stone  is  all  used  in  street  paving  and  buildings,  and  the 
business  has  grown  continually  and  rapidly.  The  granite  quarries  furnish 
stone  for  street  paving  and  building  blocks.  Mr.  O'Laughlin  had  various 
other  business  interests,  constantly  extending  his  efforts  along  lines  which  con- 
tributed to  the  material  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  localities  in  which  he 
operated  as  well  as  to  his  individual  success.  His  plans  were  always  well 
formulated  and  carefully  thought  out  and  then  were  promptly  executed.  He 
possessed  excellent  ability  as  an  organizer,  added  to  initiative  and  industry, 
and  he  combined  seemingly  diverse  interests  into  a  unified  and  harmonious 
whole  which  produced  splendid  results. 

In  1880  Mr.  O'Laughlin  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Casey,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Malouney)  Casey.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Joseph,  Mae,  Helen,  Frances,  George,  Margaret,  John  and  Robert 
Fergus. 

Mr.  O'Laughlin  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  of  which  his  widow 
was  also  a  communicant,  and  he  held  membership  with  the  Knights  of  Co- 
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lumbus  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  politics  he  was  a 
democrat,  yet  did  not  consider  himself  bound  by  party  ties  and  often  east  an 
independent  ballot.  Hirf  home  at  No.  834  Main  street,  which  his  widow  yet 
occupies,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  Racine.  Throughout  his  entire  life 
Mr.  O'Laughlin  displayed  a  spirit  of  unfaltering  industry  and  worked  his  way 
upward  through  close  application  and  persistency  of  purpose.  He  was  at  aU 
times  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  laudable  ambition,  and  when  one  avenue  of  op- 
portunity seemed  closed  to  him,  he  would  carve  out  another  path  whereby  he 
might  reach  the  desired  goal.  His  plans  were  always  clearly  defined,  and  ho 
readily  recognized  opportunities,  which  he  wisely  and  carefully  utilized,  so  that 
splendid  results  were  achieved. 


EDWARD  HENRY  SKEWES. 

Edward  Henry  Skewes  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Racine  county  and  has  passed  his  entire  life  here,  as  his  birth  occurred  in 
Yorkville  township.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
that  township  and  is  there  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  shipping  milk  to 
Chicago  and  likewise  raising  cabbage,  which  he  also  disposes  of  in  the  city 
markets. 

His  natal  day  was  the  12th  of  May,  1869,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Hannibal  and 
Eliza  (Phillips)  Skewes,  both  natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  the  former  bom 
in  1838  and  the  latter  in  1840.  When  twenty  years  old  the  father  came  to 
America  and  joined  an  uncle  who  was  living  in  Yorkville  township,  Racme 
county,  Wisconsin.  Subsequently  he  purchased  a  farm  and  devoted  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  He  held  title  to  one 
hundred  acres,  and  his  well  directed  labor  yielded  him  a  good  return.  He  had 
no  capital  .when  he  came  to  this  country  and  has  at  all  times  been  dependent 
upon  his  own  efforts  for  success.  Some  time  after  locating  in  this  county  he 
sent  money  to  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Skewes,  to  pay  their  passage  to 
the  United  States.  He  passed  away  in  1912,  and  his  demise  was  the  occasion 
of  widespread  regret,  for  he  was  well  known  and  highly  esteemed.  He  was 
married  in  Yorkville  township  in  1864  to  Miss  Eliza  Phillips,  whose  death 
occurred  in  January,  1903.  They  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  he  was  for  years  a  local  preacher  in  that  denomination.  In  his 
early  life  he  was  identified  with  the  Bible  Christian  church.  He  was  a  re- 
publican and  took  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  but  was  most  prominent  in 
connection  with  the  efforts  to  do  away  with  th'e  liquor  traffic.  He  served 
as  town  chairman  for  several  years  on  the  no  license  issue  and  was  a  strong 
advocate  of  laws  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquor.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  six  children,  of  whom  four  survive,  namely :  Edward  Henry ;  Manly,  who 
is  a  train  dispatcher  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road at  Minneapolis ;  Clinton,  who  is  farming  the  homestead ;  and  Lillie,  the 
wife  of  Derrick  West,  a  farmer  of  Raymond  township.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Thomas  Phillips,  came  to  Racine  county  with  the  second 
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colony  which  settled  here  and  was  a  factor  in  its  early  development  along 
various  lines,  especially,  however,  in  regard  to  its  agricultural  interests. 

Edward  H.  Skewes  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  York- 
ville  township  and  as  a  boy  and  youth  devoted  much  time  to  helping  his 
father.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-eight  years  old,  when  he 
operated  a  rented  farm,  after  which  he  leased  his  present  place  for  three  years. 
He  then  bought  the  property,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  excellent  land  in  Yorkville  township  and  which  is  in  «  high  state  of  develop- 
ment. When  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  he  had  only  a  capital  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  but  he  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  as  the  years  have  passed  his  resources  have  steadily  increased  until 
he  is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He  gives  much  attention  to  the  dairy 
business,  shipping  milk  to  Chicago,  and  he  has  a.fine  herd  of  Holstein  cows,  at 
the  head  of  which  is  a  registered  bull.  In  future  he  intends  to  breed  and  raise 
all  of  the  cows  for  his  dairy.  He  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  truck 
gardening,  raising  cabbage  on  an  extensive  scale  and  selling  it  in  the  city 
markets. 

Mr.  Skewes  was  married  in  March,  1897,  to  Miss  Helen  Gilmore,  a  daughter 
of  Lyman  and  Caroline  (Stilwell)  Gilmore,  both  natives  of  New  York  state, 
whence  they  came  to  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1846.  They  passed  their 
remaining  days  here  and  gained  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  all  who 
knew  them.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skewes  have  been  born  two  children,  namely: 
Alma,  who  has  completed  her  education  and  is  at  home ;  and  Lyman,  attending 
school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skewes  are  both  consistent  and  active  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee,  and  he  is  likewise  serving  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in  prohibition,  but 
where  the  liquor  question  is  not  involved  supports  the  republican  party.  He 
has  been  a  leader  in  the  good  roads  movement  in  his  county  and  has  accom- 
plished a  great  deal  of  good  in  securing  better  highways.  He  takes  a  pro- 
gressive attitude  in  all  matters  and  can  be  depended  upon  to  support  all 
projects  intended  to  advance  the  general  good. 


PHILLIP  EUGENE  KIMPEL. 

Phillip  Eugene  Kimpel,  a  highly  respected  farmer  of  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  June  18,  1865,  a  son  of  George  and 
Mary  Magdalena  (Hettenmeyer)  Kimpel,  who  in  the  year  1867  came  to  Racine 
county,  where  the  father  worked  at  the  butcher's  trade  until  1885.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  which  he  has  since  followed,  but  in  the  mean- 
time also  conducted  a  meat  market  in  connection  with  his  son,  with  whom  he 
is  living.  He  first  visited  Racine  about  1850,  but  returned  to  New  York,  and  it 
was  not  until  many  years  later  that  he  once  more  established  his  home  in  this 
state.  His  wife  passed  away  March  4,  1901,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mound 
cemetery.  In  their  family  were  six  children :  Phillip  Eugene ;  Lydia,  the  wife 
of  H.  0.  Prank,  a  farmer  residing  south  of  Racine,  by  whom  she  has  three 
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children,  Russell,  Lillian  and  Theodore;  Clara,  the  wife  of  S.  H.  Lohr,  of 
Racine,  and  the  mother  of  five  children,  Ruth,  Conrad,  Gertrude,  Margaret  and 
Robert;  Emily^  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Mound  cemetery;  George,  who  married  Kate  Martin  and  has  five  children, 
Emily,  Mildred,  Sanford,  Oliver  and  Benjamin ;  and  Benjamin  F.,  who  married 
Agnes  Beltz  and  has  two  children,  Ben  and  Eleanor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimpel 
were  members  of  the  Evangelical  church  and  his  political  allegiance  has  al- 
ways been  given  to  the  republican  party. 

Philip  E.  Kimpel  acquired  a  common  school  education,  pursuing  his  studies 
to  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  after  which  he  began  farming  in  connection  with 
his  father.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in' the  cultivation  of  one  hundred  and 
two  acres  of  land  and  his  efforts  have  resulted  in  making  his  fields  most  pro- 
ductive, for  he  follows  progressive  methods  and  therefore  gathers  good  crops. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1889,  Mr.  Kimpel  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Breese,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Breese,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Laura,  who  is  teaching  in  the  Harvey  school,  and  Elizabeth,  Eugene, 
George  and  Harry,  all  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Kimpel  is  a  republican  and  for  seven  years  filled  the  office 
of  town  assessor.  He  has  ever  been  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  education 
in  his  district  and  for  nineteen  years  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  has  also  filled  the  office  of  clerk.  His  religious  belief  is  evidenced 
in  his  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  the  principles  which  have 
guided  his  life  are  those  which  measure  up  to  the  highest  standards.  He  has 
won  his  success  through  indefatigable  effort,  in  which  honorable  dealing  has 
ever  played  a  most  important  part,  and  his  record  shows  what  may  be  accom- 
plished through  determination  and  energy. 


REV.  LEO  F.  GABRIELS. 

Rev.  Leo  F.  Gabriels,  pastor  in  charge  of  St.  Louis'  Catholic  church  of 
Caledonia  township,  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  a  son  of  John  P.  and 
Mary  (Lush)  Gabriels,  both  natives  of  Prussia.  When  young  people  they 
came  to  the  new  world,  settling  in  Milwaukee,  and  were  there  married  in 
St.  Joseph's  Catholic  church.  The  father  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  in  his 
younger  days  had  a  business  of  his  own  and  employed  a  number  of  people, 
but  afterward  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  employ  of  others.  He  was  bom  in 
1848  and  passed  away  in  1911,  while  his  wife,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1852, 
is  still  living.  He  was  quite  prominent  and  influential  in  early  days,  but  did 
not  take  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  in  his  later  years.  In  his  family  were 
five  children,  who  are  yet  living:  Rev.  Leo  F. ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  H. 
Machleith,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  Milwaukee;  Rev.  Joseph  H.,  a  priest 
at  Addison,  Wisconsin ;  Elizabeth  M.,  who  is  in  the  Training  School  for  Nurses 
at  Pond  du  Lac ;  and  Grace,  who  has  charge  of  the  candy  and  drug  department 
in  the  store  of  William  Steinmeyer  &  Company  of  Milwaukee. 

Rev.  Leo  F.  Gabriels  pursued  his  early  education  in  the  ninth  ward  public 
school  of  Milwaukee,  but  at  the  age  of  seven  years  became  a  pupil  in  St 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY  531 

Joseph's  parochial  school.  Early  determining  to  devote  his  life  to  the  church, 
his  studies  were  directed  toward  that  end  at  St.  Francis  seminary,  St.  Francis, 
Wisconsin,  and  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  1903.  He  was  first  given 
charge  of  Holy  Trinity  church  at  Milwaukee  and  afterward  was  assigned  to 
St.  Joseph's  Catholic  church  in  Fond  du  Lac  as  assistant.  He  next  went  to 
Addison,  Wisconsin,  and  was  pastor  of  the  church  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  there 
continuing  for  six  years.  On  the  6th  of  May,  1914,  he  assumed  the  pastorate 
of  St.  Louis'  church  in  Caledonia.  The  church  building  is  a  beautiful  edifice 
and  in  addition  the  parish  has  a  large  school.  The  work  of  the  church  is  well 
organized  in  its  various  departments  and  societies  and  under  the  guidance  of 
Father  Gabriels  the  influence  of  the  church  is  growing.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  was  very  active  in  that  order  in  Fond  du  Lac. 


JOHN  HENNEKE. 


Among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county  who  have  passed  to  the  home 
beyond,  but  whose  life's  labors  contributed  to  the  development  and  substan- 
tial upbuilding  of  the  district,  is  numbered  John  Henneke,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1811.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  in  the  acquirement  of  a 
common  school  education,  after  which  he  joined  the  army  and  served  as  an 
officer.  At  length  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world,  and  in 
the  '40s  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  making  his  way  to  Racine 
county.  His  first  purchase  of  land  made  him  owner  of  nineteen  acres  in 
Mount  Pleasant  township  and  upon  that  place  he  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1885. 

Mr.  Henneke  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Bix,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children,  as  follows :  William,  who  still  resides  on  the  home  place ;  Pauline,  the 
deceased  wife  of  William  Kramer;  Christine,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Oregon ;  Henry,  at  home ;  Mary,  who  is  a  resident  of  Kenosha  county ;  Mathilda, 
who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Nicholas  Thelen  and  resides  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township ;  and  Theresa,  the  wife  of  Adam  Funk,  of  Mount  Pleasant 
township.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Henneke  maintained  an  independent 
course,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment,  without  regard  to 
party  ties.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Catholic,  being  a  communicant  of 
St.  Mary's  church. 


WILLIAM  HENNEKE. 


William  Henneke  has  practically  spent  his  entire  life  in  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  although  born  in  Germany  in  1846.  During  his  infancy  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United  States  and  following  the  establishment 
of  the  family  home  in  Racine  county  attended  the  common  schools  until  about 
fifteen  years  of  age.  Under  his  father's  direction  he  was  well  trained  in  the 
work  of  the  farm,  early  taking  his  place  as  a  hand  in  the  fields,  so  that  broad 
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practical  experience  qualified  him  for  the  careful  management  of  his  businesB 
interests  when  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account.  He  now  owns  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  36  which  he  rents.  He  has  always  voted  with  the 
republican  party  where  national  issues  are  involved,  but  at  local  elections 
casts  an  independent  ballot.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  road  superintendent, 
but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  political  preferment,  feeling  that  his  time 
and  attention  may  well  be  given  to  his  business  affairs. 


AUGUSTUS  B.  CRANE 


No  history  of  the  pioneer  development  of  Racine  county  would  be  com- 
plete were  there  failure  to  make  reference  to  Augustus  B.  Crane,  who  arrived 
here  in  1839  and  continued  to  make  his  home  within  the  borders  of  the  county 
for  nearly  seven  decades.  He  was  born  in  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  in  1823, 
and  at  an  early  age  was  left  an  orphan,  after  which  he  was  reared  by  an  uncle. 
Attracted  by  the  opportunities  of  the  growing  west,  he  came  to  Racine 
county  in  1839,  and  throughout  his  remaining  days  was  closely  identified  with 
the  agricultural  progress  of  his  community. 

It  was  at  the  Rapids,  in  January,  1843,  that  Mr.  Crane  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Lavina  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  near  Sjrra- 
cuse.  "With  her  parents  she  removed  westward  to  Michigan,  the  family  home 
being  established  at  Kalamazoo,  and  later  they  came  around  the  Lakes  to 
Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  making  the  journey  with  ox  teams.  It  was  in  1842 
that  they  arrived  in  the  county,  and  the  next  year  Lavina  Baldwin  became 
the  wife  of  Augustus  B.  Crane.  They  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm 
in  Mount  Pleasant  township  and  there  continued  to  reside  throughout  their 
remaining  days.  It  was  a  tract  of  new  land  covered  with  timber  which  Mr. 
Crane  had  to  clear  away  before  he  coulfl  turn  the  furrows  and  plant  the  seed. 
In  time,  however,  his  labors  wrought  a  marked  transformation  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  place  and  as  the  years  passed  on  he  converted  this  into  a  valuable 
farm  property  from  which  he  derived  a  gratifying  financial  income.  Wherever 
ki^own  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  and  most  of  all  where  he  was  best  known. 
His  fellow  townsmen,  appreciative  of  his  worth  and  ability,  frequently  called 
him  to  public  office  and  he  made  an  excellent  record  in  the  positions  which 
he  filled.  He  died  on  the  15th  of  February,  1908,  and  his  widow  survived  him. 
for  a  year,  passing  away  in  April,  1909,  their  remains  being  interred  side  by 
side  in  the  Mound  cemetery. 


JAMES  H.  CRANE. 


James  H.  Crane,  son  of  Augustus  B.  Crane,  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  July  7,  1848,  and  between  the  ages  of  six  and  seventeen  years  at- 
tended the  public  schools.  He  afterward  became  a  pupil  in  Rochester,  where 
he  continued  his  studies  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  for  one  term  he  was  a  stu- 
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dent  in  the  high  school  at  Racine.  He  then  concentrated  his  energies  upon 
farm  work  and  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years,  when  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  spent  two  years  engaged  in  the 
bakery  business.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Racine 
county  and  has  since  been  upon  the  farm.  He  now  cultivates  twenty-two 
acres,  most  of  which  iis  devoted  to  truck  farming,  and  annually  he  produces  a 
large  amount  of  vegetables  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  sale  in  the  city  market. 
On  the  6th  of  January,  1873,  Mr.  Crane  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  A. 
Cogswell,  a  daughter  of  A.  W.  and  Eustatia  Ann  (Conner)  Cogswell,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  in  the  '40s  arrived  in  Racine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane 
have  become  parents  of  four  children :  Orton  Albert,  who  married  Grace  Dick- 
inson and  died  leaving  three  children — Ella  Leona,  James  Orton  and  Prances 
Mildred,  all  living  in  Racine ;  Archer  B.,  who  married  Frances  Parks  and  has 
one  child,  Clara  Eleanor;  Walter  S.,  who  married  Katharine  Dean  and  has 
.  three  children — Margaret  Leonore,  Loretta  and  Walter  Dean ;  and  Martin 
Elwin,  who  is  living  at  home. 

While  Mr.  Crane's  political  views  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  repub- 
lican party,  he  does  not  hold  himself  bound  by  party  ties  and  votes  for  the  can- 
didate whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  office.  For  thirteen  years  he. 
filled  the  position  of  clerk  of  the  town  and  for  five  years  was  assessor.  For 
twenty-nine  years  he  served  as  school  officer  and  for  eight  years  occupied  the 
position  of  trustee  of  the  county  asylum.  He  attends  the  Freewill  Baptist 
church  at  Mygatts  Corners  and  he  has  ever  so  lived  that  his  life  reflects  credit 
upon  that  organization  and  its  teachings. 


EDWARD  FRANK  FREEMAN. 

Edward  Frank  Freeman,  the  youngest  of  the  Freeman  Brothers,  who  con- 
stitute the  S.  Freeman  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Company,  has  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Racine,  where  his  birth  occureed  on  the  25th  of  June,  1877.    Entering 
the  public  schools,  he  passed  through  consecutive  grades  to  the  high  school, 
from  which  in  due  time  he  was  graduated.     The  interest  of  the  family  had 
centered  in  the  manufacturing  establishment  founded  by  his  father  and  it 
was  a  natural  and  logical  step  that  he  should  make  his  initial  business  effort    ' 
in  that  connection.    In  1897  he  entered  the  factory  and  under  the  guidance  of     • 
his  seniors  in  the  business  acquainted  himself  with  the  details  of  the  trade 
and  for  the  past  seven  years  has  had  charge  of  the  purchasing  department,  a  .  .", 
position  of  large  responsibility  upon  which  rests  in  great  measure  the  eco- 
nomical control  of  the  business. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  1899,  Mr.  Freeman  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie 
Pritchard,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  E.  Pritchard,  but  after  a  short  married 
life  of  less  than  five  years  she  passed  away  in  1904.  Seven  years  later,  or 
on  the  11th  of  June,  1911,  Mr.  Freeman  wedded  Addie  Modjeska,  of  Racine. 

Like  his  brothers,  he  is  well  known  in  Masonic  circles,  being  identified  with 
lodge  and  chapter.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  but  in  politics  he  follows  an  independent  course,  considering  the 
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capability  of  the  candidate  rather  than  his  party  affiliations.  The  Freemans 
have  always  stood  for  those  things  which  are  progressive  in  citizenship, 
supporting  many  plans  and  measures  for  the  benefit  and  upbuilding  of  Racine, 
but  their  ambition  has  not  been  in  the  field  of  office  holding,  as  they  have 
preferred  to  give  undivided  attention  to  their  business  affairs.  Started  in  a 
small  way,  the  undertaking  has  been  developed  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  times  and  they  have  met  a  public  need  in  many  of  their  lines  of  manu- 
facture, their  output  being  accepted  as  standard,  while  their  business  methods 
have  commended  them  to  the  continued  patronage  of  the  public. 


EDWARD  D.  DAVIS. 


A  substantial  proportion  of  the  citizenship  of  Mount  Pleasant  township 
has  come  from  Wales,,  being  a  representative  of  a  Welsh  emigration  either  in 
the  first  or  second  generation.  Edward  D.  Davis,  born  near  Llanfyllin,  Mont- 
gomeryshire, North  Wales,  lived  for  many  years  on  section  19,  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  its  substantial  and  worthy  citizens,  con- 
tinuing his  residence  there  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  birth  occurred  in 
January,  1831,  and  he  obtained  a  common  school  education  in  his  native  land, 
there  remaining  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  in  1848  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  his  parents,  William  and  Alice  Davis.  The  father  died, 
however,  while  en  route  to  the  middle  west,  where  the  family  home  was  estab- 
lished. On  reaching  Racine  county  the  mother  purchased  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  and  continued  to  reside  upon  her  farm  until  her  death. 
Her  husband's  remains  were  interred  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  she  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Mound  cemetery  of  this  county. 

Edward  D.  Davis  attended  the  district  schools  and  also  pursued  a  course 
in  a  business  college.  With  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Wisconsin  he  became 
active  in  the  work  of  the  farm  and  resided  thereon  until  called  to  his  final 
rest  with  the  exception  of  about  three  years,  from  the  fall  of  1856  to  the  spring 
of  1860.  About  one  year  of  that  time  he  lived  in  Racine  and  the  remainder  in 
Milwaukee,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  He  then  returned 
to  the  farm.  He  was  diligent  and  his  industry  and  perseverance  were  mani- 
fest in  the  excellent  appearance  of  his  place,  which  he  converted  into  a  val- 
uable tract  of  land,  rich  and  productive. 

In  1854  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  Owens,  who  was 
born  in  1831  in  Machynlleth,  Montgomeryshire,  North  Wales,  a  daughter  cf 
Thomas  and  Jane  Owens,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children: 
John  P.,  who  died  in  Kenosha,  May  11,  1904,  .at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years, 
leaving  a  widow,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Mound  cemetery  at  Racine: 
Alice  J.,  who  was  born  in  Racine;  and  Annie  E.,  born  in  Mount  Pleasant 
township.  The  two  sisters  attended  the  district  schools  and  they  now  occupy 
the  home  farm.    The  mother  died  August  21,  1910. 

In  politics  he  was  first  a  republican,  but  became  identified  with  the  pro- 
gressive movement  at  its  inception,  and  continued  to  be  a  loyal  progressive 
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up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  served  as  town  treasurer  for  one  term  and  for 
nineteen  years  filled  the  office  of  assessor.  For  forty  years  he  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  and  did  everything  in  his  power  to  further  the  cause  of 
education  in  his  locality.  In  1848  he  united  with  the  Welsh  Congregational 
church  at  Racine  and  for  many  years  served  as  a  deacon,  treasurer  and  trusttee 
of  that  church,  but  when  the  Park  Avenue  Congregational  church  was  organ- 
ized he  became  one  of  its  members  and  served  as  senior  deacon  until  his  death. 
His  life,  upright  and  honorable,  gained  for  him  the  respect  and  goodwill 
of  his  fellowmen.  He  owed  his  business  success  entirely  to  his  own  efforts 
and  his  upright  life  was  the  source  of  the  high  regard  entertained  for  him. 
He  passed  away  on  June  20,  1912,  and  his  family  mourned  the  loss  of  a  lovine: 
and  considerate  father  and  his  neighbors  the  loss  of  a  faithful  friend. 


WHjLIAM  HENKEL. 


A  valuable  farm  property  of  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  situated 
on  Sections  11  and  13,  Raymond  township,  pays  substantial  annual  tribute  to 
the  care  and  labor  bestowed  upon  it  by  its  owner,  William  Henkel,  who  is  a 
representative  agriculturist  of  Racine  county.  His  business  affairs  are  most 
carefully  and  wisely  managed  and  his  splendid  success  is  the  direct  and  merited 
reward  of  his  own  labors.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  October  25,  1853,  a  son 
of  Henry  and  Charlotte  (Guth)  Henkel,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  father- 
land. On  coming  to  the  new  world  they  settled  in  Raymond  township,  Racine 
county,  in  1866,  and  the  father  purchased  seventy-five  acres  of  land,  on  which 
he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death.  He 
was  a  well  read  man  who  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities  and  won  suc- 
cess through  business  methods  that  neither  sought  nor  required  disguise.  He 
had  served  for  three  years  in  the  German  army  before  coming  to  the  new  world 
and  after  reaching  America  proved  himself  a  loyal  citizen  of  his  adopted  coun- 
try. In  politics  he  was  a  republican,  while  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  four  children,  of  whom  but 
two  are  living,  the  surviving  daughter  being  Lizetta,  the  wife  of  Simon  Meiss- 
ner,  of  Raymond  township. 

The  son,  William  Henkel,  began  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Germany 
ere  the  emigration  of  the  family  to  the  new  world  and  continued  his  studies 
in  the  district  schools  of  Raymond  township,  afterward  taking  up  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming,  which  he  has  since  followed.  He  has  always  worked  persist- 
ently and  energetically  and  has  ever  realized  that  industry  is  the  basis  of  all 
honorable  success.  As  his  financial  resources  have  increased  he  has  added  to 
his  holdings  and  is  today  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of 
good  land  which  is  well  improved.  He  has  recently  erected  a  fine  new  two 
story  residence,  supplied  with  all  modern  equipments  and  improvements.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  for  the  latter  purpose  keeps  a 
good  grade  of  cows,  shipping  milk  to  the  Center  factory  of  Raymond. 
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In  1881  Mr.  Henkel  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Lange,  a  native  of  Raeine 
and  a  daughter  of  Charles  Lange,  who  worked  in  a  tannery  in  Raeine  but 
afterward  removed  to  a  farm  in  Raymoiid  township  and  now  lives  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Jacob  Schattner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henkel  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  sixteen  children,  of  whom  thirteen  are  yet  living :  Albert,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Raymond  township ;  Alvina,  the  wife  of  A.  Steinmiller,  who  works  in 
a  shop  in  Milwaukee;  Clara,  who  holds  a  position  in  Racine;  Charles,  living 
in  Raymond  township;  Ida  and  Fred,  both  at  home;  Elizabeth,  working  in 
Racine ;  and  Esther,  Elsie,  Ira,  Fred  A.,  Willie  and  Selma,  all  at  home. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  in  that  faith  they 
have  reared  their  family.  In  politics  Mr.  Henkel  is  a  republican  and  for  a 
number  of  years  has  served  on  the  board  of  supervisors,  being  still  the  in- 
cumbent in  that  office.  He  never  fails  to  do  his  full  duty  as  a  citizen  and  at 
the  same  time  he  does  not  neglect  his  business  affairs  but"  carefully  and  sys- 
tematically manages  his  interests  and  wins  success  in  so  doing. 


SUSAN  JONES,  M.  D. 


Dr.  Susan  Jones,  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical  College  and  actively  engaged 
in  practice  in  Racine,  her  native  city,  since  1903,  is  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Margaret  (Thomas)  Jones,  who  were  natives  of  Wales  and  became  pioneer 
residents  of  Racine,  arriving  here  in  the  year  1846.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  devoted  his  life  to  that  pursuit,  but  both  he  and  his  wife 
have  now  passed  away. 

In  early  girlhood  Dr.  Jones  attended  the  district  schools  near  her  father's 
home  and  afterward  became  a  student  in  McMynn  Academy.  She  next 
became  a  student  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  at  Madison,  matriculating 
in  the  medical  department  where  she  began  preparation  for  her  professional 
career.  Later  she  entered  Rush  Medical  College,  of  Chicago,  and  completed 
her  course  with  the  graduating  class  of  1903.  She  then  returned  to  Racine 
for  active  practice  and  has  since  followed  the  profession  in  this  city,  her 
ability  winiling  her  wide  recognition  and  success.  She  keeps  in  touch  with 
the  trend  of  modern  progress  in  medical  and  surgical  work  and  is  a  member 
of  the  County,  State  and  American  Medical  Associations.  She  adds  to  scien- 
tific knowledge  a  keen  intuition  and  ready  sympathy  which  enable  her  to 
quickly  understand  her  patients  and  in  the  diagnosis  of  cases  she  is  most 
careful  and  accurate. 


GEORGE  MITCHEL. 


George  Mitchel,  who  for  twenty-three  years  has  resided  upon  his  present 
farm  in  Raymond  township,  near  Caledonia,  has  prospered  in  business  because 
of  his  close  application  and  untiring  energy  and  a  determined  purpose  to 
win  success  if  it  could  be  accomplished  through  diligence  and  honorable  meth- 
ods.    He  .was  bom  July  8,  1866,  in  the  township  in  which  he  still  lives,  his 
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parents  being  Christian  and  Fredrica  (Minzer)  Mitchel,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany.  The  father,  who  was  bom  in  1818,  passed  away  in 
1892,  but  the  mother,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1838,  is  still  living.  They  were 
married  in  Racine,  where  they  located  in  1863.  The  father  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade  but  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  purchased  seventy  acres 
of  land  in  Raymond  township,  whereon  he  established  his  home,  giving  his 
attention  to  the  general  development  and  improvement  of  that  property.  He 
could  justly  be  called  a  self-made  man,  for  whatever  success  he  achieved 
and  enjoyed  was  attributable  entirely  to  his  own  efforts.  His  political  alle- 
giance was  given  the  republican  party  and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Evangelical  Association.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children :  Kate, 
the  wife  of  Gustav  Borchardt,  an  implement  dealer  of  South  Milwaukee; 
George;  Charles,  who  is  employed  by  his  brother  George j  William,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  barn  equipments,  having  a  factory  in  Mil- 
waukee; John,  who  is  employed  in  Milwaukee;  and  Ella,  who  is  living  with 
her  mother  in  that  city. 

George  Mitchel  attended  the  district  schools  and  started  out  in  business 
life  as  an  employe  in  a  Racine  factory,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  but 
it  was  his  desire  to  devote  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
in  1893  he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Raymond  township,  on  which 
he  has  since  lived.  In  1916  he  purchased  thirty  acres  more,  making  his 
holdings  one  hundred  and  ten  acres.  He  cultivates  the  cereals  best  adapted 
to  soil  and  climate  and  is  also  engaged  in  dairying,  milking  Durham  cows. 
Both  branches  of  his  business  are  now  returning  to  him  a  good  income.  He 
has  improved  the  farm  in  many  ways,  erecting  an  attractive  residence  and 
good  barn,  while  he  utilizes  the  latest  improved  machinery  to  facilitate 
the  work  of  the  fields.  He  had  to  incur  an  indebtedness  at  the  time  he 
purchased  his  place,  but  he  has  since  discharged  all  of  his  financial  obligations 
and  as  the  result  of  his  intelligently  directed  industry  is  now  in  comfortable 
circumstances. 

In  1903  Mr.  Mitchel  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  Guetzkow,  who  was  born 
in  Greenfield,  Wisconsin,  and  they  now  have  two  children,  Roland  and  Elmer, 
aged  respectively  twelve  and  nine  years.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Association  and  in  politics  Mr.  Mitchel  is  a  republican.  He  does 
not  seek  nor  desire  office,  as  it  is  his  wish  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business  affairs.  However,  his  aid  can  be  counted  upon  to  further  move- 
ments for  the  public  good  and  in  this  county,  where  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed,  his  many  friends  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  warnf  regard. 


WILLIAM  KITTINGER. 

The  enterprising  methods  of  William  Kittinger,  a  representative  agricul- 
turist of  Caledonia  township,  are  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  had  nine  acres 
of  the  best  wheat  raised  in  Racine  county  in  1916.  His  is  a  well  improved 
farm,  supplied  with  all  modern  equipments  to  facilitate  the  work  and  render 
farm  life  comfortable  and  attractive.     He  came  to   Wisconsin  from  New 
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York,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Niagara  county,  about  ten  miles  east  of 
Niagara  Falls,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1847,  his  parents  being  Isaac  and 
Priscilla  (Burnette)  Kittinger.  The  father  was  born  in  Harrisburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, April  7,  1818,  and  passed  away  in  Caledonia,  January  29,  1867. 
while  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Niagara  county  Jime  18,  1823,  died  on  the 
29th  of  July,  1913.  They  were  married  in  her  native  county  and  became 
the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Franklin,  is  now  deceased 
The  others  are:  William;  Loretta,  the  wife  of  Morgan  E.  Price,  who  is 
employed  in  a  camp  chair  factory  in  Racine;  and  Charles  E.,  who  is  the 
owner  of  a  grocery  store  in  Denver,  Colorado,  but  is  living  in  Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  Franklin,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  March  29,  1846,  and  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Twenty-second 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  August  12,  1862.  He  died  at  Murfreesboro. 
Tennessee,  September  23,  1863,  and  was  there  laid  to  rest  in  the  national 
cemetery,  in  a  grave  marked  No.  2223.  The  valor  of  the  family  was  further 
demonstrated  in  the  father's  enlistment.  He  went  to  the  front  as  a  drummer 
and  afterward  became  a  fifer  and  on  the  25th  of  March,  1863,  at  Brentwood, 
he  was  taken  prisoner  and  held^at  Libby  prison  for  two  days.  He  became  one 
of  the  best  carpenters  of  Racine  county  and  led  an  active  and  useful  life.  His 
wife  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Caledonia.  Both  were 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them  and  both  represented  old  families  of 
the  east.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Abraham  Kittinger,  a  weaver  by  trade, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  there  spent  his  life.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, William  Burnette,  was  born  at  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  in  1776,  the 
family  there  living  ^t  the  time  that  Washington  made  his  winter  quarters 
there. 

William  Kittinger  had  only  such  educational  advantages  as  the  district 
schools  afforded,  but  through  his  own  efforts  has  become  a  well  informed 
man,  reading  broadly,  thinking  deeply,  observing  keenly  and  gaining  many 
valuable  lessons  in  the  school  of  experience. 

It  was  on  the  11th  of  March,  1880,  that  Mr.  Kittinger  was  married  to 
Miss  Katie  Kleinschmidt,  who  was  born  in  Racine,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Katherina  Kleinschmidt,  natives  of  Germany,  the  former  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kittinger  have  been  born  three  children,  of  whom 
two  are  living :  Frank,  who  is  farming  in  Caledonia  township ;  Arthur,  resid- 
ing with  his  parents;  and  Nellie,  who  died  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  August 
13,  1913. 

At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  the  north  and  the  south 
William  Kittinger  watched  with  interest  the  progress  of  events  and  his 
patriotic  spirit  aroused,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  H.  However, 
as  he  could  not  remain  in  the  army  without  his  mother's  consent,  on  account 
of  his  age,  and  as  she  refused  to  give  it  he  had  to  return  to  civil  life  after 
serving  only  five  days.  His  desire  to  go  to  the  front  was  incontestable  evi- 
dence of  his  patriotism  and  his  courage.  He  purchased  his  home  farm  m 
October,  1865,  and  now  has  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land,  hav- 
ing added  to  the  original  tract  as  opportunity  has  offered.  Every  cent  he  has 
made  himself  and  his  position  indicates  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which  has 
characterized  him  throughout  his  entire  life.     He  has  worked  diligently  and 
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j>ersistently,  utilizing  his  time  and  opportunities  to  the  best  possible  advan- 
tage, and  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  has  displayed  sound  judgment.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  but  devotes  his  attention  principally  to  dairying. 
However,  he  is  very  successful  in  the  cultivation  of  his  fields,  as  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  Racine  county  in  1916  possessed  no  better  wheat  than  he 
raised  on  a  nine  acre  tract.  For  dairy  purposes  he  keeps  a  mixed  breed 
of  cows  of  high  grade,  for  some  of  them  having  paid  two  hundred  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  He  is  enabled  to  give  his  stock  green  food  through- 
out the  winter,  for  he  has  two  silos  upon  his  place.  He  has  sold  cream  to 
the  amount  of  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  in  twenty-two  years  to  one  man 
in  Milwaukee.  He  also  has  upon  his  place  a  fine  apiary  of  Italian  bees,  hav- 
ing from  three  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  stands,  and  through  a 
long  period  he  has  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  bees,  the  honey  finding  a 
ready  sale  upon  the  market  because  of  the  excellence  of  the  product.  There 
are  ample  and  substantial  buildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock  and 
for  his  family  he  has  provided  a  beautiful  home,  which  he  erected  in  1910 
at  a  cost  of  six  thousand  dollars.  It  is  supplied  with  hot  water  heat  and 
all  modern  conveniences. 

Mr.  Kittinger  votes  with  the  republican  party  and  is  inclined  to  prohibi- 
tion principles,  for  he  has  always  been  a  believer  in  the  cause  of  temperance. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belongs  and  of  which  they  are  loyal  and  consistent  members.  In 
every  relation  of  life  they  have  displayed  sterling  traits  of  character  which 
have  gained  them  the  confidence,  goodwill  and  high  regard  of  those  with 
whom  they  have  come  in  contact.  In  business  affairs  Mr.  Kittinger 
is  known  to  be  thoroughly  reliable  and  his  life  record,  crowned  with  success, 
should  serve  to  inspire  and  encourage  others,  for  it  illustrates  what  may  be 
accomplished  through  indefatigable  effort. 


CHRISTMAS  E.  EVANS,  D.  V.  S. 

The  veterinary  profession  in  Racine  finds  a  worthy  representative  in  Dr. 
Christmas  E.  Evans,  whose  ability  to  successfully  administer  remedial  agen- 
cies is  manifest  in  the  excellent  results  which  have  attended  him  in  general 
practice.  He  was  born  in  Utica,  New  York,  November  2,  1860,  and  is  a  son 
of  Evan  R.  and  Margaret  (Roberts)  Evans,  who  came  to  Racine  in  1874.  The 
father  was  a  veterinary  surgeon  and  continued  in  active  practice  in  Racine 
until  July,  1908,  when  his  labors  were  terminated  by  death.  He  had  for  four 
years  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1904. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Evans  was  a  youth  of  fourteen  years  when  the  family  came 
to  Racine  and  he  supplemented  his  public  school  training  by  study  in  the 
McMynn  Academy,  while  later  he  became  a  student  in  the  Veterinary  College 
of  New  York  and  won  his  degree  with  the  class  of  1883.  For  thirty-three 
years  he  has  practiced  here  and  his  pronounced  ability  has  kept  him  at  the 
front  in  professional  circles.  For  a  third  of  a  century  he  has  practiced,  the 
years  chronicling  his  increasing  ability  and  registering  his  success.     He  has 
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also  been  farm  and  herd  inspector  for  the  Horliek  Malted  Milk  Company  for 
the  past  fifteen  years. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1891,  Dr.  Evans  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  Jones. 
Her  father,  Captain  Owen  D.  Jones,  came  to  the  United  States  from  AVales 
when  ten  years  of  age,  in  1846,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  south- 
eastern Wisconsin.  He  was  a  lake  captain  but  is  now  deceased.  He  was 
married  in  Racine  to  Miss  Fannie  Roberts,  who  removed  to  this  county  from 
Utica,  New  York,  in  1856,  being  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
hero.  She  survives  and  still  makes  her  home  in  Racine.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Evans 
have  become  the  parents  of  a  son  and  a  daughter:  Russell  C,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Chicago  Veterinary  College  and  practices  with  his  father 
and  who  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity;  and  Lillian,  who  is  attend- 
ing college  at  Lake  Forest. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church.  Dr.  Evans  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  order  he  has  attained  high  rank, 
having  taken  the  thirty-second  degree.  He  has  also  crossed  the  sands  of 
the  desert  with  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  his  name  is  on  the 
membership  rolls  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  in  Racine.  In  politics  he 
is  a  republican  and  for  four  years  he  served  as  alderman  from  the  second 
ward,  during  which  period  he  gave  careful  study  to  municipal  conditions, 
n(  eds  and  opportunities,  working  diligently  and  effectively  to  further  those 
interests  which  are  a  matter  of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride. 


RUDOLPH  HANSCHE. 


The  name  of  Hansche  figures  extensively  and  prominently  in  connection 
with  the  history  of  Mount  Pleasant  township,  and  Rudolph  Hansche  was 
among  those  who  were  active  in  promoting  the  early  agricultural  develop- 
ment of  this  region.  The  work  of  progress  and  improvement  had  scarcely 
been  begun  in  this  locality  when  on  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1841  he 
made  his  way  to  Racine  county  and  here  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land. 
He  was  bom  in  Germany  in  1814  and  was  there  reared  and  educated,  being  a 
young  man  of  about  tw^enty-seven  years  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic.  With 
characteristic  energ:\'  he  began  to  till  his  fields  and  brought  the  farm  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  truly  a  self-made  man,  for  when  he  arrived 
in  the  county  ho  was  practically  empty  handed  and  for  some  time  worked 
at  a  wage  of  twenty-five  cents  per  day.  Later  he  secured  better  wages, 
however,  and,  carefully  saving  his  earnings,  was  at  length  enabled  to  invest 
in  the  farm  which  he  owned  at  the  time*  of  his  demise. 

In  1859  Mr.  Hansche  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Seorgel,  a  daughter  of 
John  Seorgel,  and  they  had  a  family  of  nine  children:  Sophia,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Norbert  Grabber,  of  Mount  Pleasant  township,  by  whom  she  has 
^VQ  children;  Mrs.  William  Piper;  George,  who  married  Lucy  Olle  and  has 
passed  away ;  Fred  William ;  Katherine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Anton  Lund  and 
is  living  in  Mount  Pleasant;  William  J.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Racine 
county ;  Clara,  who  is  the  wife  of  Carl  Sheckler,  of  Kenosha  county,  and  has 
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two  sons;  Lottie,  who  is  upon  the  home  place;  and  Krnest,  who  inarrird 
Mario  Jorgonsen  and  died  leaving  two  sons,  who  are  with  their  inothnr  in 
Mount  Pleasant.  Mr.  Hansche  passed  away  September  8,  1882,  when  sixty- 
nine  years  of  age,  vrhile  his  wife  long  survived,  her  death  occurring  April 
14.  1901. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hansche  waaa  republican,  always  strongly  indors- 
ing the  principles  of  the  party.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Evan- 
gelical church  and  its  teachings  guided  him  in  all  of  his  relations  with  his 
fellowmen,  so  that  his  was  an  honorable  and  well  spent  life,  gaining  for  him 
the  respect  and  goodwill  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 


FRED  WILLIAM  HANSCHE. 

Fred  William  Hansche,  the  second  son  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  August  25,  1863,  and  at  the  usual  age  began  his  edue  i- 
tion  in  the  common  schools,  continuing  his  studies  until  he  reached  the  ago 
of  seventeen.  He  developed  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance  while  work- 
ing with  his  father  upon  the  home  farm,  and  since  his  textbooks  were  put 
aside  he  has  continually  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  winning  a  substan- 
tial measure  of  success  which  is  th^  merited  and  just  reward  of  earnest,  per- 
sistent effort. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1904,  he  wedded  Theresa  Orobner,  a  daughter 
of  Tom  and  Katherine  Grobner,  who  were  natives  of  Bohemia.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fred  W.  Hansche  have  become  parents  of  seven  children :  Warren,  Raymond, 
Rachel,  Melvin,  Elvira,  Naomi  and  Ernest. 

In  political  belief  Mr.  Hansche  is  a  prohibitionist,  having  long  been  a 
stalwart  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  putting  forth  every  effort  to 
further  that  interest.  For  six  years  he  has  filled  the  office  of  school  clerk 
and  he  belongs  to  the  Pentecostal  Mission  church,  guiding  his  life  by  the 
principles  of  Christianity.  He  is  straightforward  in  all  business  dealings  and 
honorable  in  every  relation  of  life  and  his  many  sterling  traits  have  won  for 
him  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all  who  know  him. 


THOMAS  JAMES  M(  CRORY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Thomas  James  McCrory  is  one  of  the  younger  physicians  of  Racine, 
having  engaged  in  practice  here  for  only  a  decade.  He  was  bom  in  Fond 
du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1878,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Bridget  McCrory,  the  former  also  a  native  of  Fond  du  Lac,  while  the 
latter  was  born  at  Chilton,  Wisconsin.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
McCrory,  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  during  the  pioneer  epoch  in  the  devel- 
opment of  Wisconsin  became  a  resident  of  this  state  after  which  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming.  His  son,  Thomas  MeCrory.  was  engaged  in  the 
machinery  business  and  also  dealt  in  musical  instruments. 
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After  completing  his  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Racine, 
Dr.  McCrory  entered  the  Northwestern  University  at  Evanston  as  a  medical 
student  and  was  there  graduated  with  the  class  of  1905.  He  has  since  taken 
post  graduate  work  at  the  Chicago  Lying-in  Hospital,  of  Chicago,  and  in 
the  Provident  Hospital,  of  Chicago.  Later  he  was  at  Waukesha,  Wiscon- 
sin, with  the  Waukesha  Springs  Sanitarium  for  nine  months  and  in  1906 
he  came  to  Racine  where  for  the  past  decade  he  has  engaged  in  general 
practice.  He  carefully  analyzes  and  considers  his  cases,  is  never  hasty  in 
reaching  a  conclusion  and  the  soundness  of  his  opinions  is  borne  out  in  his 
successful  practice.  He  is  medical  examiner  for  the  Prudential  Insurance 
Company  and  alternate  examiner  for  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company. 

Dr.  McCrory  is  a  member  of  the  Kiiights  of  Columbus,  which  draws  its 
support  from  the  adherents  of  the  Catholic  faith,  he  being  a  member  of 
St.  Rose  Catholic  church.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  with  the  Moose,  while  in  politics  he  main- 
tains an  independent  course,  keeping,  however,  well  Informed  upon  the  lead- 
ing questions  and  issues  of  the  day. 


AUGUSTUS  PIPER. 


A  large  proportion  of  Racine  county's  substantial  citizens  have  been  of 
German  birth  or  of  German  descent,  and  the  enterprise  and  efficiency  which 
have  characterized  that  country  have  been  manifest  in  these  sons  of  the  father- 
land who  have  sought  to  enjoy  the  opportunities  of  the  new  world.  Such 
was  the  record  of  Augustus  Piper,  a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  who  wjis 
born  on  the  19th  of  August,  1825,  and  lost  his  father  when  but  six  months 
old.  In  1840  his  mother,  with  her  children,  took  ship  for  the  United  States, 
but  the  vessel  was  wrecked  at  the  island  of  Hayti  and  the  family  remained 
in  San  Domingo  for  several  months.  The  mother  died  there  of  yellow  fever. 
Augustus  Piper  at  length  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  he  made  his  home  with  an  old  friend,  Mr.  Hansche.  After  re- 
maining in  the  Buckeye  state  for  three  years  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  where 
he  spent  six  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Ohio.  In  1849 
he  droye  from  that  state  to  Wisconsin  and  for  two  years  thereafter  worked 
in  this  state  as  a  farm  hand.  He  carefully  saved  his  earnings  and  as  soon 
as  possible  bought  a  tract  of  land  on  time,  making  a  payment  with  the  capital 
which  he  had  saved.  Gradually,  as  his  resources  increased,  he  added  to  his 
holdings  until  he  owned  in  all  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  good 
land.  This  he  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  carefully  tillinj?  the 
soil  and  displaying  marked  industry  in  the  development  of  his  crops. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1852,  Mr.  Piper  chose  as  companion  and  helpmate 
for  life's  journey  Miss  Margaret  Braid,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Braid,  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  to  them  were  born  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
William,  Ellen,  Thomas,  Frank,  Augustus  J.  and  Jane.  The  death  of  the 
father  occurred  in  1896  and  in  his  passing  the  community  lost  one  of  its 
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substantial  and  representative  citizens.  He  was  a  republican  in  his  political 
belief,  casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  and  continuing 
an  active  supporter  of  the  party  principles  until  called  to  his  final  rest.  He 
served  in  several  local  offices,  including  that  of  supervisor,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  doing  effective  work  to  further  the  interests  of 
public  education  in  his  locality.  He  was  a  man  of  unusual  energy  and  busi- 
ness ability  and  those  qualities  enabled  him  to  win  substantial  success  although 
he  started  out  in  life  empty  handed. 


HENRY  WUERZBERGER. 

Henry  Wuerzberger  is  well  known  in  Racine  where  he  has  spent  his  entire 
life.  He  is  now  the  vice  president  of  the  Racine  Wholesale  Wine  &  Liquor 
Company,  of  which  his  elder  brother  Ernest  J.  Wuerzberger  is  the  president 
and  treasurer.  He  was  bom  on  the  17th  of  November,  1885,  and  is  a  son  of 
Ernest  and  Louisa  (Birkholz)  Wuerzberger,  who  are  mentioned  on  another 
page  of  this  work  in  connection  with  the  history  of  their  son  Ernest  J.  Wuerz- 
berger. 

At  the  usual  age  Henry  Wuerzberger  became  a  public  school  pupil  in 
Racine  and  worked  his  way  upward  through  consecutive  grades  until  "he  felt 
it  incumbent  upon  him  to  earn  his  living  following  his  graduation  from  the 
public  schools.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  with  his  father  and  later  he  trav- 
eled all  over  the  United  States.  Following  the  death  of  his  father  he  returned 
to  Racine  and  assumed  the  management  of  the  grocery  and  saloon  business 
which  his  father  had  long  carried  on  and  which  was  established  by  his  grand- 
father. Henry  Wuerzberger  continued  in  that  business  for  about  four  years 
and  then  joined  his  brother,  Ernest  J.,  in  the  Racine  Wholesale  Wine  &  Liquor 
Company.  This  business  had  been  incorporated  in  1906  and  he  is  now  active 
in  its  management  as  the  vice  president. 


.      CHARLES  MASON  REED. 

•  Charles  Mason  Reed,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  section  18,  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  was  born  in  Ontario  county.  New  York,  and  in  his  youthful 
days  obtained  a  common  school  education.  He  was  but  seven  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents,  Ezra  and  Emeline  Reed,  from  the  east  to 
Wisconsin,  the  family  home  being  established  on  the  plank  road  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township.  There  they  lived  for  a  few  years  and  the  father  conducted 
a  hotel  at  Ives  Grove.  Later  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  on  section  18  in  the  same  township  and  occupied  that  place  until 
his  demise,  which  occurred  in  1899.  For  two  years  he  had  survived  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  in  1897.  Both  had  attained  ripe  old  age  and  were  numbered 
among  the  valued  and  respected  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county. 
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Charles  Mason  Reed  was  reared  under  tl^e  parental  roof  and  in  early  man- 
hood, responding  to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  joined  the  Union  army  as 
a  member  of  Company  H,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  he  served  throughout  the  period  of  hostilities,  participating  in  a  num- 
ber of  hotly  contested  engagements.  Following  his  return  from  the  war  he 
resumed  farming  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home. 

Mr.  Reed  had  been  previously  married,  in  1862,  in  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship, to  Miss  Emily  S.  Phelps,  a  daughter  of  Seth  P.  and  Angeline  0.  Phelps, 
who  were  natives  of  Hannibal,  Oswego  county.  New  York.  In  1839  they 
arrived  in  Racine  county,  where  they  remained  until  1843  and  then  drove  back 
to  the  Empire  state.  In  the  spring  of  1844  they  once  more  came  to  the  middle 
west  and  established  their  home  in  Mount  Pleasant  township.  They  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  as  follows :  Emily  S. ;  Barton  H.,  who  served  in  the 
Union  army  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Inf antrjr ;  Viola  J.,  living  in  California ;  Hortense,  who  is  deceased ;  Byron  P., 
a  resident  of  Alberta,  Canada;  Helen  J.,  who  .makes  her  home  in  St.  Louis; 
and  Bert  J.,  of  Racine.  The  father  passed  away  in  1891,  while  the  mother 
survived  for  almost  two  decades,  her  death  occurring  in  1910.  They  were 
consistent  and  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  were  recognized 
as  people  of  the  highest  respectability,  warm  regard  being  entertained  for 
them  by  all  who  knew  them.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Phelps  was  an  earnest 
republican  and  always  cast  his  vote  for  the  candidates  of  that  party. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  have  been  born  eight  children,  namely:  Estella, 
Clarence,  Hortense  and  Louie,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away ;  Byron  C,  Hal- 
sey  J.,  Isabelle,  and  Edna,  who  is  deceased.  Mr.  Reed  exercises  his  right  of 
franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party  but  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon 
his  business  affairs.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
both  are  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  locality. 


HENRY  F.  HERRICK. 


Henry  F.  Herrick  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hardware 
specialties,  but  since  1909  has  lived  retired,  enjoying  well  deserved  leisure. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Racine  on  the  10th  of  November,  1847,  and  his  parents 
were  Charles  and  Anna  (Ball)  Herrick,  natives  respectively  of  Westford, 
Massachusetts,  and  New  York.  The  father  became  one  of  the  capitalists  of 
Racine,  holding  title  to  a  large  amount  of  real  estate  in  this  city  and  in  the 
state  of  Nebraska  and  elsewhere,  and  served  as  vice-president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Racine.  He  was  always  willing  to  promote  the  public 
welfare  in  any  way  possible  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

Henry  P.  Herrick  attended  the  public  schools  in  Racine,  Racine  College 
and  the  University  of  Chicago,  thus  securing  a  thorough  education.  On  begin- 
ning his  independent  career  he  became  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Geiser 
Threshing  Machine  Company,  of  which  he  was  a  stockholder,  and  later  traveled 
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for  the  Sawyer  Manufacturing  Company  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin.  Upon  leav- 
ing their  employ  he  went  into  business  with  his  brother,  C.  B.  Herrick,  under 
the  name  of  C.  B.  Herrick  &  Company,  and  this  association  was  continued 
until  his  brother's  death,  in  1887.  Our  subject  carried  on  the  business  alone 
until  1909,  when  he  sold  his  interest  and  retired.  C.  B.  Herrick  &  Company 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hardware  specialties,  and  their  product  found 
a  ready  sale  upon  the  market  as  it  was  of  high  quality  and  reasonable  in  price. 
The  growth  of  the  business  was  due  mainly  to  the  enterprise  and  sound  judg- 
ment of  Mr.  Herrick,  who  concentrated  his  time  and  attention  upon  its  man- 
agement. 

Mr.  Herrick  was  married  on  the  8th  of  December,  1875,  to  Miss  Gertrude  A. 
Lukes,  of  Racine,  who  passed  away  in  July,  1912.  To  them  were  born  the 
following  children :  Sylvia  Holt  died  when  a  year  old ;  Philip  P.  enlisted  in  the 
First  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  and  served  in  the  Spanish-American  war, 
later  becoming  a  member  of  Company  A,  Thirty-fifth  United  States  Volunteer 
Infantry  at  Los  Angeles.  He  has  spent  some  time  in  the  Philippines  and  is 
now  connected  with  the  customhouse  at  Manilla.  Marjory  is  the  wife  of  F.  A. 
Vogel.  Charles  is  living  in  Philadelphia  and  is  employed  by  the  Mitchell 
Motor  Car  Company.  Henry  L.  is  at  home.  Donald  Lukes  is  a  student  in 
the  State  University  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Herrick  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and  has  served  acceptably  as  alder- 
man of  the  sixth  ward  and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  public- 
spirited  to  a  marked  degree  and  no  movement  for  the  advancement  of  his 
community  along  commercial  and  civic  lines  lacks  his  heartiest  support.  His 
residence,  which  is  the  oldest  in  that  part  of  Racine,  was  erected  in  1846  by 
Captain  Thomas  J.  Cram,  U.  S.  N.,  and  was  purchased  by  Charles  Herrick, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  in  1857.  At  that  time  the  property  included  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  now  a  part  of  Racine.  The  house  is 
mainly  built  of  oak,  although  there  was  some  pine  used,  and  many  of  the  sills 
and  main  timbers  are  a  foot  square.  It  is  excellently  constructed  throughout 
and  is  a  fine  example  of  the  old  style  residence.  Mr.  Herrick  spent  the  year 
1911  in  the  Philippines  and  during  that  time  gained  a  great  deal  of  first  hand 
information  concerning  conditions  in  the  Islands.  Practically  his  entire  life, 
however,  has  been  passed  in  Racine,  and  here  he  intends  to  continue  his  resi- 
dence. He  has  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  city,  and  his  genuine  worth  has 
gained  him  the  unqualified  respect  of  all  who  have  been  brought  in  contact 
with  him. 


THOMAS  P.  OWENS. 


Almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  come  and  gone  since  Thomas  P.  Owens 
departed  this  life  but  he  is  yet  remembered  as  a  substantial  and  valued 
citizen  of  Racine  county,  where  for  many  years  he  actively  and  successfully 
engaged  in  farming.  He  was  born  in  Wales,  September  20,  1820,  a  son  of 
Thomas  Owens,  Sr.  In  the  common  schools  of  Wales  he  pursued  his  education 
and  was  a  man  of  thirty-one  years  when  in  1851  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
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the  United  States.  He  immediately  made  his  way  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  settling  in  Racine  county,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Wales,  where  he  spent  four  years  and 
then  in  1859  again  came  to  the  United  States,  once  more  establishing  his  home 
in  Racine  county.  Here  he  purchased  seventy-five  acres  of  land  which  he  con- 
tinued to  cultivate  for  a  decade.  He  next  purchased  one  hundred  and  eight 
acres  and  removed  to  that  farm,  upon  which  he  continued  to  reside  nintil  B^ 
demise,  his  attention  throughout  the  entire  period  of  his  residence  in  Racine 
county  being  given  to  general  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  1858  Mr.  Owens  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Lewis  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Thomas,  who  is  engaged  in  cultivation 
of  the  old  home  place;  Annie,  who  was  born  in  1866  and  is  the  wife  of  William 
Jones,  of  Chicago,  by  whom  she  has  five  living  children;  Elizabeth,  bom  in 
1868 ;  Lewis ;  and  Hugh,  who  is  deceased.  The  eldest  son,  Thomas,  was  bom 
in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  June  10, 1860,  and  acquired  his  education  through 
attendance  at  the  common  schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
He  then  concentrated  his  energies  upon  the  farm  work  on  the  old  homestead 
and  has  since  carried  on  general  farming.  In  this  work  he  is  associated  with 
his  brother  Lewis,  who  was  born  on  the  old  home  place  April  29,  1870,  and 
also  attended  the  common  schools.  Both  brothers  are  supporters  of  the  repub- 
lican party. 

The  father  also  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  but 
was  never  an  aspirant  for  office.    His  life  was  ever  upright  and  honorable, 
winning  for  him  the  respect,  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  was  . 
associated. 


ROBERT  G.  NELSON. 


Robert  G.  Nelson,  active  in  the  field  of  real  estate,  insurance  and  loans  in 
Racine,  was  bom  in  this  city  September  14,  1877,  a  son  of  Simon  N.  and  Sophia 
(Weaver)  Nelson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Christiania,  Norway.  When 
young  they  came  to  the  United  States  and  were  married  in  Chicago,  but  in 
the  early  70s  removed  to  Racine.  The  father  was  a  sailor  and  became  the 
owner  of  several  boats.  He  commanded  the  Caledonia  as  its  captain  and  was 
also  captain  of  the  I.  L.  Shanks,  in  which  he  owned  a  half  interest.  His  entire 
life  was  devoted  to  seamanship  and  he  passed  away  in  1904,  survived  by  his 
widow,  who  still  makes  her  home  in  Racine. 

After  pursuing  a  public  school  education  in  this  city,  Robert  G.  Nelson 
turned  his  attention  to  the  meat  business  and  was  the  proprietor  of  several 
markets  at  various  places  in  Racine  during  the  fourteen  years  in  which  he 
engaged  in  the  meat  business.  In  that  undertaking  he  prospered  but  eventu- 
ally sold  out  and  about  1906  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  business, 
opening  an  office  in  connection  with  E.  G.  H.  Wendt  under  the  firm  style  of 
Wendt  &  Nelson.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  two  years  later  and  Mr. 
Nelson  continued  alone  for  about  four  years,  when  he  admitted  W.  S.  Dooley 
to  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Nelson  &  Dooley.    After  three  years 
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he  soM  out  to  Mr.  Dooley  and  again  opened  an  independent  office,  located 
at  No.  620  State  street.  There  he  is  conducting  a  general  real  estate,  insur- 
ance and  loan  business  and  the  vai^ious  departments  are  proving  a  profitable 
source  of  income.  He  makes  it  his  purpose  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the 
real  estate  market,  knows  the  property  that  is  for  sale  and  is  thoroughly  con- 
versant concerning  realty  values,  so-  that  he  is  able  to  assist  his  clients  in 
making  judicious  purchases  and  profitable  sales. 

In  June,  1914,  Mr.  Nelson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Gertrude  Spring- 
rude,  of  Blanchardville,  Wisconsin,  and  they  have  a  son,  Robert  G.,  Jr.  Mr. 
Nelson  votes  with  the  republican  party  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
office.  He  has  membership  in  the  Commercial  Club  and  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  purposes  of  that  organization,  co-operating  in  its  well  defined  plans  to 
advance  the  interests  and  extend  the  trade  relations  of  the  city. 


EDGAR  A.  SEARS. 


Many  of  Racine  county 's  citizens  feel  that  there  is  no  need  to  seek  a  loca- 
tion elsewhere  because  of  the  excellent  opportunities  here  offered  for  business 
advancement,  owing  to  the  naturally  rich  condition  of  the  soil.  Among  this 
number  is  Edgar  A.  Sears,  who  has  always  lived  in  Caledonia  towpship,  his 
birth  having  occurred  on  his  father's  farm  January  23, 1880.  His  father,  Daniel 
Sears,  was  also  born  in  Caledonia  township,  his  natal  year  being  1846,  and  the 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nellie  Mann,  was  bom  in  1856.  The  for- 
mer was  a  son  of  Lewis  Sears,  a  native  of  New  England,  who  at  a  very  early 
I>eriod  in  the  pioneer  development  of  Wisconsin  came  to  Racine  county,  where. 
he  took  up  land  from  the  government.  It  was  a  raw  tract  covered  with  timber 
which  he  had  to  clear  away  before  he  could  cultivate  the  soil.  He  spent  his  re- 
maining days  in  this  county  but  was  killed  in  the  woods  when  a  young  man. 
The  materrial  grandfather,  Rodney  Mann,  came  to  Wisconsin  when  there  were 
but  two  or  three  houses  in  Racine  and  he,  too,  established  his  home  in  Caledonia 
township,  where  he  became  an  extensive  and  successful  farmer,  devoting  his 
remaining  days  to  agricultural  pursuits  here. 

Daniel  Sears  was  reared  on  the  old  Sears  homestead  and  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  He  made  farming  his  life  work  and  in  time 
became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  one  body,  together 
with  a  timber  tract  elsewhere.  He  started  out  in  business  with  comparatively 
little  means,  but  through  industry  and  perseverance  won  success.  His  business 
affairs  were  characterized  by  clarity  of  vision  and  keen  discernment  and  what- 
ever he  undertook  he  carried  forward  to  successful  completion.  He  died  in 
1909,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1916.  They  attended  the  Congregational 
church,  of  which  Mrs.  Sears  was  a  member,  and  Mr.  Sears  gave  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  Their  family  numbered  four  children,  of 
whom  three  are  still  living:  Edgar  A.;  Mabel,  the  wife  of  Alex  O'son,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  feed  business  in  Kenosha;  and  John,  a  blacksmith  of  Raymond 
township. 

In  retrospect  one  can  see  Edgar  A.  Sears  among  the  farm  boys  of  his  home 
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neighborhood,  indulging  in  their  sports,  attending  the  district  school  and 
working  in  the  fields  when  parental  authority  assigned  him  tasks  in  connection 
with  the  cultivation  of  the  crops.  He  saw  no  reason  to  change  his  occupation 
when  he  reached  man's  estate  and  after  his  father's  death  purchased  the  inter- 
est of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  homestead,  so  that  he  now  has  a  valuable  farm 
property  of  one  hundred  acres,  on  which  he  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying.  The  equipment  of  the  farm  includes  a  nice  home,  substantial  barns 
and  sheds,  a  good  silo,  well  kept  fences  and  the  latest  improved  machinery 
and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  is  manifest  in  the  further  develop- 
ment of  the  place. 

In  1903  Mr.  Sears  was  married  to  Miss  Meta  Becker,  a  daughter  of  Herman 
Becker,  a  representative  agriculturist  of  Caledonia,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Daniel,  Mildred  and  Arthur,  aged  respectively  nine,  four  and  two  years. 

Mrs.  Sears  belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  church,  and  both  are  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community,  having  a  large  circle  of  friends,  who  find  pleasure 
in  their  companionship  and  recognize  their  genuine  worth. 


ROY  F.  FREEMAN. 


Roy  F.  Freeman  is  now  devoting  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  has  a  splendidly  developed  property  of 
twenty-one  acres  situated  on  section  13.  He  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
old  pioneer  families  of  the  country  and  the  name  has  long  been  prominently 
associated  with  industrial  activity  in  Racine.  It  was  in  that  city  that  Roy  P. 
Freeman  was  born,  March  21,  1886,  his  parents  being  Michael  and  Lillias 
Katherine  (Porter)  Freeman,  who  were  married  in  Racine  on  the  15th  of 
September,  1881.  The  father  was  born  in  Centralia,  Illinois,  January  14,  1860, 
and  was  a  son  of  Stephen  Freeman,  who  was  born  in  Llanerchymedd,  on  the 
island  of  Anglesey,  Wales,  December  26,  1834,  his  parents  being  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Williams)  PYeeman,  both  of  whom  died  when  their  son  Stephen 
was  only  about  a  year  and  a  half  old.  He  lived  among '  neighbors  till  he 
reached  the  age  of  nine,  when  he  ran  away  to  Liverpool,  England,  and  m<ide 
his  home  with  John  Williams,  a  builder  and  the  composer  of  many  beautiful 
Welsh  hymns. 

Stephen  Freeman  remained  with  Mr.  Williams  until  "he  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  during  that  time  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  boiler  maker's 
trade.  He  served  for  about  a  year  as  a  boiler  maker  with  the  British  fleet  in 
the  Crimean  war  and  soon  afterward  sailed  for  the  United  States,  landing  at 
New  York  in  July,  1856.  He  was  afterward  employed  in  the  shops  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  at  Centralia,  Illinois,  and  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1857,  he  married  Elizabeth  Willick,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  April 
14,  1834,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Catherine  Willick,  who  were 
natives  of  Germany  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania  on  emigrating  to  the  United 
States.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Stephen  Freeman  decided  to  engacre  in  farm- 
ing but  was  soon  ready  to  return  to  his  trade  and  established  a  boiler  shop  at 
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Cairo,  Illinois.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army  as  a  boiler  maker 
of  the  Mississippi  river  squadron,  with  which  he  served  for  two  years,  when 
his  health  failed  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  north.  He  afterward 
spent  two  years  in  the  shops  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad 
Company,  at  Milwaukee  and  Watertown,  and  in  the  spring  of  1867  came  to 
Racine  to  engage  in  boiler  making  for  John  Kirkland,  whose  interest  in  the 
business  he  purchased.  He  afterward  opened  a  boiler  shop  and  this  became 
the  initial  step  in  the  establishment  of  the  S.  Freeman  &  Sons  Manufacturing 
Company,  which  became  one  of  the  foremost  business  enterprises  of  Racine. 
In  1879  he  admitted  his  son  Charles  to  a  partnership  under  the  firm  style  of 
Stephen  Freeman  &  Son  which  was  changed  to  Steplien  Freeman  &  Sons  when 
Michael  Freeman  became  a  partner  in  1881.  Five  years  later  the  business  was 
incorporated  under  the  title  of  the  S.  Freeman  &  Sons  Manufacturing* Company 
and  the  father  remained  active  in  the  management  and  control  of  the  business 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  watching  its  satisfactory  development  which  made 
it  a  profitable  concern. 

His  son,  Michael  Freeman,  was  but  seven  years  of  age  when  the  family 
came  to  Racine  and  when  a  lad  of  thirteen  he  began  learning  the  molder's 
trade,  manifesting  marked  ability  along  that  line,  so  that  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  became  foreman  in  his  father's  foundry  department:  As  stated,  he 
was  admitted  to  a  partnership  and  upon  the  incorporation  of  the  business  in 
1886  was  made  secretary.  Following  the  death  of  his  father  in  1889  he  also 
became  superintendent  of  the  works.  His  inventive  genius  found  expression 
in  the  making  of  a  molder's  flask,  upon  which  he  secured  a  patent  when  but 
nineteen  years  of  age.  He  has  secured  three  patents  on  feed  cutters  and  four 
on  broadcast  seeders  and  all  of  his  improvements  are  now  in  general  use. 

Michael  Freeman  was  married  in  Racine,  September  15,  1881,  to  Lillias 
Katherine  Porter,  daughter  of  Lemuel  C.  and  Esther  J.  (Austin)  Porter,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  The  family  is 
of  English  lineage  and  in  childhood  Lemuel  C.  Porter  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  married  and  resided  until  1875. 
Through  the  four  succeeding  years  he  made  hi^  home  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  and 
then  came  to  Racine,  accepting  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  silver 
plating  works.  When  the  plant  was  burned  in  1882  he  went  to  Rockford, 
Illinois,  where  he  continued  the  business  for  the  same  firm  under  the  name 
of  the  Racine  Silver  Plate  Company.  In  1886,  however,  he  and  his  wife 
returned  to  Taunton,  Massachusetts.  Their  eldest  daughter  became  the  wife 
of  Michael  Freeman  and^  the  mother  of  three  children,  Bessie,  Frank  and  Roy. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church  and  Mr.  Freeman  gives 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  He  has  long  ranked  with 
the  prominent  representatives  of  industrial  activity  in  Racine  and  his  labors 
have  contributed  much  to  the  business  development  of  the  city. 

Roy  F.  Freeman,  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  attended  the  public  schools, 
also  Racine  College  and  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  on  the  completion  of  an  agricultural  course  in  1906.  For  three  years 
he  worked  in  his  father's  factory  in  Racine  but  it  was  his  desire  to  concen- 
trate his  efforts  upon  farm  work  and  he  purchased  twenty-one  acres  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township  on  which  he  has  since  lived.     He  there  follows  farming 
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according  to  most  modern  scientific  methods  and  his  labors  are  attended  with 
good  results. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1908,  Mr.  Freeman  was  married  to  Miss  Ethel 
Mainland,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Anna  (Davis)  Mainland,  of  Racine,  who 
settled  in  this  county  at  an  early  day.  The  father  was  of  Scotch  lineage,  while 
the  mother  was  of  Welsh  descent.  Two  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Freeman,  Esther  Jane  and  Margaret  Anna. 

The  parents  belong  to  the  Congregational  church,  which  has  been  the 
religious  faith  of  the  family  through  several  generations.  Mr.  Freeman  main- 
tains an  independent  political  attitude,  voting  for  the  candidate  whom  he 
regards  as  best  qualified  for  office.  All  who  know  him  esteem  him  highly.  He 
is  a  well  read  man,  actuated  in  all  that  he  does  by  the  modern  spirit  of  enter- 
prise and  progress.  He  has  never  been  content  to  follow  methods  already  in 
vogue  but  has  sought  to  utilize  the  new  ideas  which  scientific  investigation  has 
brought  to  light  and  his  labors  are  at  all  times  a  manifestation  of  later-day 
progress  that  produces  praetical  and  substantial  results. 


JAMES  V.  ROHAN. 


James  V.  Rohan,  one  of  Racine's  most  enterprising  and  energetic  manu- 
facturers, president  of  the  Belle  City  Incubator  Company,  was  bom  in  Racine 
in  1867,  a  son  of  James  and  Delia  Rohan,  who  arrived  in  this  county  about 
1840  ^fter  coming  to  the  new  world  from  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  of  which 
district  they  were  natives. 

James  V.  Rohan  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  obtained  what 
education  he  could  in  the  public  schools  up  to  the  age  of  twelve  and  one-half 
years,  when  it  seemed  necessary  for  him  to  provide  for  his  own  support  and 
at  that  time  he  became  an  office  boy  for  the  Racine  Wagon  &  Carriage  Com- 
pany. After  a  short  period  in  that  position  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  where  he  remained  for  seventeen  years. 
There  he  progressed  in  experience  and  knowledge  but,'.being  ever  alert  to  the 
possibilities  for  success  along  certain  manufacturing  lines,  he  severed  his 
connection  with  the  Case  Company,  and  in  1900  organized  the-  Belle  City  Incu- 
bator Company.  In  order  to  establish  a  basis  for  this  business  he  purchased 
the  outfit  and  what  good  will  an  incubator  firm  in  Ohio  had,  moved  the  plant 
to  Racine,  and  at  once  started  to  push  the  business.  That  he  has  succeeded  is 
denoted  by  the  fact  that  he  is  now  the  largest  manufacturer  in  the  world 
building  exclusively  one  size — one  hundred  and  forty  egg  incubators,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  chick  brooders,  and  this  is  due  wholly  to  his  ability  to 
pursue  a  given  course  and  the  energy  and  tenacity  to  overcome  all  obstacles. 
Opportunity  knocks  at  the  door  of  the  many  and  but  few  open  the  door. 
Not  so  with  James  V.  Rohan.  He  has  always  kept  the  door  of  opportunity 
open.  From  a  small  beginning,  to  a  capacity  of  thirty-two  hundred  incubators 
and  brooders  per  week  is  a  record  worth  while.  The  company  employs  fifty 
or  more  workmen,  all  skilled,  and  the  output  is  shipped  all  over  the  United 
States,  Europe,  South  America,  and  Australia.     A  complete  line  of  poultry 
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supplies  is  carried  and  the  company  has  warehouses  in  Buffalo,  Kansas  City 
and  Minneapolis.  The  plant  is  located  on  Fifteenth  street  and  the  St.  Paul 
Railway  tracks.  Mr.  Rohan  is  also  president  of  the  Metro-nite  Company,  of 
Milwaukee,  large  producers  of  extenders  for  paint.  His  accomplishment  is 
due  to  the  possession  of  certain  qualities  but  these  qualities  are  such  as  the 
individual  may  cultivate — determination,  energy,  industry.  In  a  word,  he 
has  made  splendid  use  of  his  opportunities.  He  has  learned  life's  lessons  in 
the  broad  school  of  experience  and  has  thoroughly  mastered  each. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1903,  Mr.  Rohan  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Kaemp- 
fer,  a  daughter  of  Vites  and  Katharine  Kaempfer,  of  Racine.  Their  children 
are  Katharine  Jane  and  James  K.,  aged  respectively  twelve  and  nine  years 
and  now  attending  private  school. 

Mr.  Rohan  is  a  public-spirited  man,  recognizing  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  citizenship  and  fully  meeting  each  in  turn.  Citizens  of  Racine  know  his 
worth  and  appreciate  his  devotion  to  the  public  good.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  park  board  for  several  years  and  its  president  for  the  past  four 
years  and  in  this  connection  has  done  much  to  improve  and  beautify  the  city. 
He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  now 
president  of  the  Elk's  Building  Association.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Somer- 
set Club,  an  exclusive  social  organization.  For  recreation  he  turns  to  golf, 
and  is  a  director  of  the  Racine  Country  Club.  In  a  word,  he  is  a  very  courte- 
ous, polished  gentleman,  popular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends,  the  number 
of  which  is  constantly  growing  as  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance  widens.  In 
summing  up  the  story  of  James  V.  Rohan's  life,  from  office  boy  at  twelve 
years  of  age  to  president  of  one  of  Racine's  most  important  industries  and 
presiding  officer  of  four  other  institutions,  we  find  the  story  well  worth  read- 
ing— one  that  establishes  the  fact  that  perseverance  and  unfaltering  detei- 
mination  will  accomplish  all  things,  the  record  being  such  as  future  genera- 
tions may  well  emulate. 


FREDERICK  J.  OSIUS. 

** Opportunity  knocks  but  once"  and  Frederick  J.  Osius  has  never  waited 
for  the  second  knock  but  has  improved  every  chance  that  has  come.  More- 
over, he  possesses  the  energy  and  tenacity  to  successfully  complete  what  he 
undertakes  and  his  work  in  several  respects  is  notable.  America  leads  the 
world  in  invention.  Wherever  work  has  been  extensively  carried  on  by  hand, 
man's  ingenuity  has  set  to  work  to  contrive  labor-saving  devices  whereby  the 
output  could  be  increased  at  a  minimum  expenditure  of  time  and  material. 
It  is  this  inventive  genius,  combined  with  mechanical  and  technical  skill  and 
fostered  by  a  laudable  ambition,  that  has  brought  Frederick  J.  Osius  to  the 
front  in  industrial  circles  of  Racine  and  made  him  the  efficient  head  of  the 
Hamilton-Beach  Manufacturing  Company,  which  he  organized  in  the  spring 
of  1910. 

Mr.  Osius  is  a  native  son  of  Racine,  born  November  25,  1879,  his  parents 
being  M.  L.  and  Josephine  (Heltich)   Osius,  who  at  an  early  period  in  the 
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development  of  this  section  of  the  state  established  their  home  here.  The 
father  became  a  retail  merchant  of  the  city  and  was  well  known  in  business 
circles. 

When  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  Frederick  J.  Osius  became  a  clerk  in  his 
father's  store  and  eventually  embarked  in  the  retail  business  on  his  own 
account.  Through  the  wise  and  capable  management  of  his  business  he 
managed  to  save  twelve  thousand  dollars.  He  not  only  had  the  ability  to  suc- 
cessfully control  the  sale  of  goods,  but  he  also  possessed  natural  mechanical 
ingenuity  and  his  experiments  resulted  in  the  invention  of  a  sewing  machine. 
In  this  undertaking,  however,  he  sustained  a  six  thousand  dollar  loss,  his 
health  became  impaired  and  he  suffered  greatly  from  indigestion.  Because 
of  this  he  purchased  an  electric  medical  battery  and  noting  that  it  could  be 
improved  upon  he  immediately  set  to  work  to  make  the  improvement  and 
with  this  end  in  view  hired  a  machinist.  This  was  his  initial  step  in  organ- 
izing the  Standard  Electric  Company  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  bat- 
teriei^  and  the  undertaking  proved  very  profitable.  Into  the  field  of  industrial 
activity  he  has  thus  ventured  and  from  it  there  is  no  turning  back,  as  the 
limitless  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  his  inventive  genius  makes  continuous 
call  upon  him.  He  invented  the  first  portable  vacuum  cleaner  and  continued 
in  the  business  until  December  1,  1909,  when  he  sold  out  to  the  McCrumb- 
Howell  Company  for  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  he  organized  the  Hamilton-Beach  Manufacturing  Company  in  the  spring 
of  1910,  establishing  his  plant  on  Douglas  avenue  over  the  F.  J.  Greene  fac- 
tory. He  started  there  with  three  men,  with  himself  as  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  business.  Since  that  time  his  inventive  powers  have  been 
continually  called  into  play  and  he  is  constantly  studying  upon  new  lines 
that  will  meet  the  public  needs.  He  patented  the  Cyclone  drink  mixer  which 
is  operated  electrically  and  the  popularity  of  this  is  indicated  in  the  fact 
that  eighty  thousand  of  these  have  already  been  sold.  He  also  manufactures 
hair  dryers,  shoe  sewing  machine  motors  and  all  kinds  of  labor-saving  devices, 
most  of  which  are  made  under  his  own  patents.  In  August,  1915,  he  built  a 
new  factory  on  the  Rapids  road  and  the  Northwestern  tracks  which  was  com- 
pleted in  March,  1916.  The  main  building,  three  hundred  by  five  hundred 
feet,  is  three  stories  in  height  and  is  of  modern  mill  construction  vrith  a  sprink- 
ler system.  Such  is  the  thorough  protection  against  fire  that  he  has  the  lowest 
insurance  rate  given  in  Racine.  There  are  also  two  other  buildings,  the  ware- 
house and  polishing  room  being  maintained  in  a  three  story  building  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  by  thirty  feet,  while  the  boiler  room  is  in  a  building 
sixty  by  seventy  feet.  The  marvelous  growth  of  the  undertaking  is  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  while  he  began  business  with  only  three  employes  he  today 
has  over  four  hundred  people  working  in  his  plant  and  the  product  is  sold 
all  over  the  world.  The  sales  now  amount  to  one  million  dollars  or  more  annu- 
ally and  the  factory  is  the  most  modern  in  construction  and  equipment  in 
Racine. 

In  1913  Mr.  Osius  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Dolan,  of  Michigan.  They 
are  well  known  in  Racine,  where  Mr.  Osius  holds  membership  in  the  Elks.  He 
also  has  prominent  club  relations  in  other  cities.  He  belongs  to  the  Chicago 
Athletic  Club,  to  the  Milwaukee  Athletic  Association,  the  National  Manufac- 
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turers'  Association,  the  Racine  Manufacturers'  Association  and  the  Commer- 
cial Club.  His  record  is  marvelous  by  reason  of  his  notable  success  attained 
within  a  comparatively  few  years.  He  has  anticipated  and  met  the  wants  of 
the  public  in  the  line  of  his  manufactured  articles,  and  judicious  advertising 
and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  have  enabled  him  to  put  his  output  upon  the 
market  in  such  a  way  that  the  sales  have  been  continually  increased.  When 
one  reads  the  history  of  an  American  business  institution  such  as  this,  one 
recognizes  that  fact  always  outstrips  fancy  in  the  long  run.  Determination 
and  courage  have  been  the  foundation  stones  upon  which  the  undertaking  has 
been  built.  Not  only  has  it  won  success  for  its  founder  but  has  also  been  a 
public  benefaction  in  that  it  has  furnished  employment  to  a  large  force  of 
workmen;  and  such  a  business  is  not  only  a  maker  of  money — it  is  also  a 
maker  of  men. 


WHiLIAM  P.  C.  BIEHN. 

William  P.  C.  Biehn  ranks  among  the  most  successful  of  the  younger  farm- 
ers of  the  county  and  derives  a  good  income  from  his  well  directed  labors. 
He  was  bom  in  Kenosha  county,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1886,  and  is  a  son  of 
Pred  W.  and  Bertha  (Steffen)  Biehn,  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  former 
born  in  1825  and  the  latter  in  1841.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Biehn, 
passed  his  entire  life  in  Germany  but  the  maternal  grandfather  emigrated  to 
this  country  and  located  in  Milwaukee,  where  he  had  a  milk  'route.  Pred  W. 
Biehn,  who  was  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  three  brothers,  received  an  excellent 
education  in  his  native  country  and  throughout  his  life  kept  well  informed 
on  the  events  and  movements  of  general  interest.  When  twenty  years  old  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Kenosha  county  where  he  purchased 
a  farm  on  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  owned  three  hundred  acres  of  good  land  and  was  independent  financially. 
He  was  held  in  high  esteem  and  warm  regard  in  his  community  and  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1890,  was  deeply  regretted.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics 
and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Lutheran  church.  He  was  married  in 
Milwaukee,  to  Miss  Bertha  Stoffen,  who  survived  him  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  being  called  to  her  final  rest  in  December,  1914.  They  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  six  survive :  W.  F.  C. ;  John,  a  resident  'of 
Burlington,  Wisconsin ;  Maggie,  the  wife  of  Henry  W.  Steffen,  a  ward  foreman 
in  Milwaukee;  Pred,  who  is  operating  the  old  homestead  in  Kenosha  county; 
Katie,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Kreuscher,  a  farmer  of  Kenosha  county ;  and  Bertha  A., 
who  makes  her  home  with  her  brother  WiUiam  P.  C. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  William  P.  C.  Biehn  were  passed  upon  the  home 
farm  in  Kenosha  county  and  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  county  and  of  Racine  county  and  in  the  high  school  at  Union  Grove, 
which  he  attended  for  a  year.  He  has  concentrated  his  energies  upon  farm- 
ing since  putting  aside  his  textbooks  and  now  owns  seventy  acres  of  land  in 
Yorkville  township,  which  were  formerly  owned  by  his  father,  and  ten  acres 
in  Dover  township.    He  does  general  farming,  raising  grain  and  stock,  and 
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also  engages  in  dairying  to  some  extent,  keeping  about  seven  milch  cows.  He 
also  raises  a  largo  number  of  pure  blooded  Silverlace  Wyandotte  chickens  and 
as  he  co-ordinates  the  various  branches  of  his  business  he  receives  a  good 
financial  return  from  his  labor. 

Mr.  Biehn  supports  the  republican  party  at  the  polls,  but  although  he  is 
not  remiss  in  any  of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  has  never  taken  active  part  in 
politics.  He  has  preferred  to  confine  his  time  and  attention  to  his  fanning 
interests  and  has  won  a  degree  of  prosperity  that  many  an  older  man  might 
well  envy.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  this  section  and  the  fact  that 
those  who  have  known  him  since  boyhood  hold  him  in  the  highest  esteem  is 
incontestable  proof  of  his  genuine  worth. 


ISIDOR  FRIEDMAN. 


The  mercantile  establishment  of  The  Friedman  Company,  might  well  be 
termed  the  ** Marshall  Field''  of  Racine.  Not  only  is  it  the  largest  store  of 
its  kind  in  the  city  but  it  institutes  and  adopts  the  most  progressive  methods 
and  in  all  of  its  undertakings  displays  the  spirit  of  initiative  and  progress. 

The  business  was  started  in  Racine  about  nine  years  ago  and  has  been 
developed  to  one  of  extensive  proportions  and  success  in  large  measure  crowns 
the  efforts  of  the  members  of  this  firm. 

Isidor  Friedman,  who  is  head  of  The  Friedman  Company,  was  bom  in 
Germany  in  1854  and  when  nine  years  of  age  made  the  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  and  was  reared  in  New  York  city.  When  a 
young  man  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  entered  the  business  world. 
Having  attained  success,  he  retired  from  active  business  in  1906,  but  being:  a 
man  of  extraordinary  ambition;  he  was  not  satisfied  to  remain  away  from 
business  activities,  and  in  the  year  1907  he  came  to  Racine,  where  he  embarked 
in  the  ladies  ready-to-wear  business,  opening  a  store  in  the  Masonic  Temple 
building.  Mr.  Friedman  and  his  store  soon  became  very  popular  with  the 
Racine  public.  The  high  class  of  merchandise  carried,  coupled  with  his 
straightforward  methods,  made  it  a  successful  enterprise  from  the  beginning 
and  the  business  grew  with  rapid  strides. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  trade,  Mr.  Friedman  secured  the  build- 
ing adjoining  his  store  on  the  north  and  connected  it  with  his  store.  The  busi- 
ness continued  to  prosper  and  was  growing  so  rapidly  that  in  1912  Mr.  Fried- 
man found  it  necessary  to  again  enlarge  and  it  was  during  that  year  he  built 
an  addition  to  his  store  which  extended  it  from  Main  street  through  to  Lake 
avenue,  a  depth  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  with  a  frontage  on  Main 
street  of  eighty  feet,  having  also  built  an  arcade  front  with  show  windows 
extending  over  one  hundred  feet,  making  it  one  of  the  most  unique  and  best 
equipped  outfitting  stores  for  ladies  and  children  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  business  was  begun  under  the  name  of  Friedman 's  Cloak  &  Suit  Com- 
pany. The  confidence  of  a  public,  appreciative  of  good  values  and  painstak- 
ing service,  soon  led  to  a  greater  success,  due  to  the  advantages  derived  by 
an  enormous  purchasing  power,  and  having  added  many  departments  of  dry 
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goods,  shoes,  ladies  furnishings,  etc.,  the  name  of  the  firm  was  changed  to 
The  Friedman  Company,  which  enjoys  the  distinction  of  conducting  an  insti- 
tution which  is  a  credit  and  pride  to  the  entire  community. 

Mr.  Friedman's  son,  Arthur,  is  associated  with  him  in  this  business.  They 
have  also  recently  established  in  Racine  a  high  class  photo-play  house,  The 
Palace  Theatre  the  entrance  of  which  is  directly  south  of  the  Friedman  store. 
This  new  enterprise  has  proved  to  be  a  grand  success  and  reflects  credit  on 
the  Friedmans. 

Mr.  Friedman  also  has  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  married.  Mr. 
Friedman  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  also  an  Elk,  and  belongs  to 
the  Racine  Commercial  Club  and  Country  Club,  also  several  other  charitable 
and  social  societies.  He  maintains  an  independent  political  attitude,  but  is 
deeply  interested  in  affairs  relating  to  the  progress  and  upbuilding  of  the  city 
and  lends  active  aid  and  co-operation  to  all  movements  for  the  general  good. 

He  is  farseeing,  honest  and  public-spirited  and  through  all  his  career  has 
held  many  important  relations  to  the  public  interests  and  his  present  enviable 
position  is  the  result  of  a  well  balanced  mind  and  a  sterling  character. 


S.  H.  HANSCHB. 


It  was  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  still  resides,  that  S.  H. 
Hansche  was  born  on  the  21st;  of  November,  1878,  his  parents  being  Frederick 
J.  and  Fredricka  Hansche.  His  home  at  the  present  time  is  on  section  32, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming,  winning  substantial  success  as  a  reward  for 
his  persistent  and  intelligently  directed  labor.  At  the  usual  age  he  entered 
the  common  schools  and  thus  continued  his  studies  to  the  age  of  fifteen.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  received  active  training  in  farm  work  and  after  his  text- 
books were  put  aside  he  continued  to  assist  his  father  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years,  when  he  started  out  in  business  independently,  form- 
ing a  partnership  with  his  brother,  A.  J.  Hansche.  Together  they  now  farm 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land,  which  they  carefully  and  successfully  cul- 
tivate, raising  the  crops  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climatic  conditions  here. 
That  their  methods  are  at  once  practical  and  progressive  is  indicated  in  the 
success  which  has  come  to  them. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1905,  Mr.  Hansche  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
Wensing,  a  daughter  of  John  Wensing,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Racine.  Mrs.  Hansche  was  born 
in  Somers  township,  Kenosha  county,  in  1882,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become 
the  mother  of  three  sons,  Norman,  Oliver  and  Robert,  all  in  school. 

The  parents  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
contribute  generously  to  its  support  and  take  an  active  interest  in  its  work. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hansche  is  a  republican  where  national  issues  are  involved  but 
casts  an  independent  ballot  at  local  electiobs.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  town  board  of  supervisors  for  two  years  and  was  pathmaster  for  four  or 
five  years.  He  has  ever  been  diligent  and  determined  in  carrying  on  his  busi- 
ness, early  recognizing  the  fact  that  industry  is  the  basis  of  all  honorable  suo- 
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cess.  Throughout  his  entire  life  he  has  been  identified  with  agricultural  puf- 
suits  in  Mount  Pleasant  township  and  is  now  numbered  among  its  most 
respected  and  worthy  farmers. 


PEIEDERICK  J.  HANSCHE. 

That  Frederick  J.  Hansche  was  an  industrious  and  enterprising  business 
man  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of 
an  excellent  property  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  although  when  he 
first  came  to  Racine  county  he  had  to  earn  his  living  by  working  as  a  farm 
hand.  He  was  bom  in  Germany  on  the  17th  of  October,  1837,  and  in  that 
country  acquired  a  common  school  education.  About  1865  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  United  States  and  for  a  year  thereafter  was  a  resident  of 
Cincinnati.  He  then  came  to  Racine  county  and  for  a  year  or  two  was 
employed  at  farm  labor,  during  which  period  he  most  carefully  saved  his  earn- 
ings until  his  industry  and  economy  had  brought  him  a  sufficient  sum  to  enable 
him  to  purchase  seventeen  acres  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township.  Upon 
that  tract  he  then  engaged  in  truck  farming  and  as  his  financial  resources 
increased  he  kept  adding  to  his  holdings  from  time  to  time  until  at  his  demise 
he  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  which  he  brought  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  while  to  the  farm  he  added  many  modem  and  sub- 
stantial improvements. 

Before  leaving  Germany,  Frederick  J.  Hansche  was  married  to  Miss  Fred- 
ricka  Tigges  and  to  them  were  born  six  children :  George,  who  is  living  in 
Polk  county,  Wisconsin,  and  has  two  children;  Minnie,  the  wife  of  A.  J. 
Sheckler,  a  resident  of  Racine ;  Emma,  deceased ;  Alfred  J. ;  Samuel  H.,  who 
is  married  and  has  three  children;  and  Eda,  the  wife  of  P.  J.  Meyers,  of 
Racine,  by  whom  she  has  six  children. 

The  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  Mr. 
Hansche  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  For  several 
years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  for  a  number  of  years 
he  occupied  the  position  of  roadmaster.  He  was  interested  in  everything  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  community  and  gave  active  and 
earnest  support  to  all  measures  that  he  deemed  of  public  value  and  benefit. 


ALFRED  J.  HANSCHE. 


Alfred  J.  Hansche.  the  second  son  of  Frederick  J.  Hansche,  now  occupies 
and  cultivates  the  old  home  farm  in  connection  with  his  brother,  Samuel  H. 
He  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  February  28,  1874,  and  attended 
the  district  schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  years. 
He  then  went  to  Racine,  where  he  was  employed  for  nine  years  in  the  meat 
market  of  A.  J.  Sheckler  but  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to 
the  home  farm,  of  which  he  has  since  had  charge  in  connection  with  his 
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brother.  They  have  carefully  and  systematically  cultivated  the  place,  wliicli 
is  largely  devoted  to  the  raising  of  vegetables,  and  for  their  product  they 
find  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.  The  work  is  systematically  and  scientiiically 
carried  on.  They  have  studied  the  needs  of  the  soil,  know  where  the  Lest 
results  can  be  achieved  for  each  crop  and  their  annual  sales  now  amount  to 
a  large  figure. 

In  1904  Alfred  J.  Hansche  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Bose,  a  daughter 
of  William  F.  and  Nellie  (Breaid)  Bose.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  this 
marriage,  Dorothy  and  George,  who  are  with  their  parents  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  in  the  community  the  family  is  regarded  most  highly,  occupying 
a  position  of  prominence  and  influence.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hansche 
is  an  earnest  republican,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Mcjthodist 
Episcopal  church.  His  record,  like  that  of  the  others  of  the  Hansche  family, 
is  most  creditable  and  through  more  than  half  a  century  the  Hansches  have 
borne  a  helpful  and  important  part  in  the  work  of  developing  and  improving 
this  section  of  the  state. 


WILLIAM  M.  FOSTER. 


Among  the  excellent  and  well  equipped  printing  establishments  of  Racine 
is  that  owned  and  conducted  by  William  M.  Foster  under  the  name  of  the 
Lakeside  Printing  Company.  He  established  the  business  in  1893  and  during 
the  intervening  period  of  twenty-three  years  has  built  up  a  large  and  gratify- 
ing trade,  while  at  all  times  he  has  kept  his  establishment  as  an  exponent  of 
the  best  in  the  printing  business,  his  motto  being  **  Printing  as  you  want  it, 
when  you  want  it.'' 

Mr.  Foster  was  born  in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  August  15,  1862,  and 
is  a  son  of  Leonard  M*  and  Martha  M.  (Spur)  Foster.  The  father  died  in  1865, 
and  the  mother  afterward  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Garfield,  of  Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin,  and  removed  to  Racine  on  the  14th  of  March,  1876.  She  was  born 
in  New  York  state  and  came  to  Wisconsin  with  her  parents  in  1843,  the  fam- 
ily home  being  established  in  Walworth  county.    She  died  in  Racine  in  190G. 

William  M.  Foster  attended  the  third  ward  school  in  Racine,  Racine  Col- 
lege, and  the  Marsh  Business  College  but  in  the  interim  had  begun  to  earn 
his  living  when  a  youth  of  ten  years.  When  but  a  boy  he  not  only  provided 
for  his  own  support  but  also  aided  in  the  support  of  his  mother.  In  1879  he 
began  to  learn  the  printing  business,  working  on  the  Racine  News  until  1881 
and  during  the  succeeding  year  on  the  Advocate.  On  the  30th  of  Octo])er. 
1883,  he  started  and  managed  the  Times,  with  offices  in  the  Knight  building, 
510  Main  street.  It  is  still  published  under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Times-Call. 
Mr.  Foster  was  employed  on  the  Times  and  Journal  from  1884  to  1893.  In 
the  latter  year  he  organized  the  Lakeside  Printing  Company  and  established 
the  business  which  he  still  conducts  and  of  which  he  is  now  exclusive  owner. 
He  carries  on  a  general  commercial  job  printing  business,  and  his  establishment 
is  liberally  patronized,  the  volume  of  trade  having  now  reached  a  large  figure. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1902,  Mr.  Foster  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  F. 
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Dickson,  who  passed  away  in  March,  1904.  For  his  second  wife  he  chose 
Gussie  R.  Shields,  whom  he  wedded  November  29,  1908.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Syrich  Shields,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Foster  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Uniform  Rank, 
the  Pythian  Sisters  and  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the  Knights  of  Khorassan.  He 
belongs  to  Isaac  Taylor  Lodge  of  the  Sons  of  St.  George,  and  also  to  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  the  Elks  and  Charles  Filer  Camp,  No.  31,  Sons  of  Veterans,  while  to 
its  ladies*  auxiliary  he  has  been  judge  advocate  for  several  years.  He  was 
likewise  dictator  and  deputy  supreme  dictator  of  the  Moose.  He  became  a 
charter  member  of  the  Racine  Commercial  Club  and  is  much  interested  in  its 
well  defined  plans  and  purposes  for  the  material  development  and  progress  of 
the  city.  In  trade  relations  he  is  identified  with  the  Racine  Retail  Merchants 
Association.  He  is  an  associate  member  of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  church,  a 
member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  an  honorary  member 
of  the  State  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union.  All  these  indicate  th<' 
breadth  and  nature  of  his  interests,  showing  that  his  life  is  guided  by  high 
and  honorable  principles  and  that  his  purposes  find  expression  in  those  projects 
which  are  for  the  benefit  and  uplift  of  mankind.  His  has  been  an  active  and 
useful  life,  reaching  out  along  beneficial  lines  for  the  material,  social  and  moral 
progress  of  the  community. 


NORBERT  GRABHER. 


Norbert  Grabber,  who  was  formerly  identified  with  industrial  interests  in 
Racine  for  many  years,  is  now  living  upon  a  farm  of  seventeen  acres  on  sec- 
tion 37,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  has  a  fine  home.  He  was  bom 
in  Austria,  November  9,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Jerome  and  Katrina  Grabber. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  to  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  afterward 
worked  upon  the  homo  farm  and  throughout  the  locality  as  a  farm  hand  until 
about  twenty-five  years  of  age.  It  was  in  1882  that  he  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
making  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  and  through  the  succeeding  summer  he  was 
employed  at  farm  labor  near  that  city.  He  then  made  his  way  westward  to 
Chicago,  where  he  worked  in  a  wholesale  house  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
came  to  Racine  and  was  employed  in  the  chicory  factory  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  then  went  back  to  Chicago,  where  he  held  a  position  in  a  malt  house  for 
eight  months,  after  which  he  again  came  to  Racine  and  occupied  a  position  in 
the  chicory  factory  for  six  or  seven  months.  Subsequently  he  spent  a  year 
with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  in  the  plow  works  and  for 
eight  or  ten  years  was  employed  in  the  carriage  shop.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  bought  seventeen  acres  of  land  and  has  occupied  his  farm  continuously 
since  1906. 

In  November,  1887,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Grabber  and  Miss  Sophia 
Hansche,  a  daughter  of  Rudolph  Hansche.  They  have  become  parents  of  five 
children:  Benjamin  F.,  living  at  home;  Emily,  who  is  the  wife  Chris  Nelson 
and  has  one  child ;  Viola,  who  married  Dave  Sorensen,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
has  two  living  children :  and  Flora  and  Ernie,  both  at  home. 
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Mr.  Grabher  belongs  to  the  Pentecostal  church  of  Racine  and  he  gives  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  prohibition  party,  thus  giving  evidence  of  his  stal- 
wart support  of  the  temperance  cause,  the  work  of  which  he  has  advocated 
both  by  precept  and  example.  He  is  a  self-made  man  who  in  the  school  of 
experience  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons  and  who  from  the  age  of  twelve 
years  has  depended  entirely  upon  his  own  resources.  He  has  worked  dili- 
gently and  persistently  and  his  close  application  to  his  business  affairs  has 
been  the  source  of  the  substantial  success  which  he  now  enjoys. 


EDWARD  T.  BILLINGS. 

Edward  T.  Billings  is  a  Racine  photographer,  who  is  familiar  with  every 
phase  of  photographic  work  both  in  its  mechanical  and  artistic  lines.  He  keeps 
in  touch  with  the  latest  improved  processes  of  photography  and  his  ability  is 
manifested  in  his  substantial  and  growing  success.  A  native  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  he  was  born  April  l2,  1852,  his  parents  being  Bradish  D.  and  Eliza 
(Harry)  Billings,  who  were  natives  of  New  York  and  of  Cornwall,  England, 
respectively.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Ira  Billings,  visited  the  United  States 
on  various  occasions  but  spent  his  last  days  in  Canada  where  he  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  The  maternal  grandfather,  a  native  of  England, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Canada  and  there  followed  the  carpenter's  tfade 
throughout  his  remaining  days. 

Bradish  D.  Billings  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  and  upon  his 
arrival  in  Racine  county,  in  1860,  purchased  land  in  Yorkville  township,  on 
which  he  resided  for  several  years  and  then  took  up  his  abode  in  the  city  jf 
Racine,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  in 
1899,.  when  seventy-six  years  of  age.  His  wife  passed  away  May  18,  1911, 
They  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  church.  Their  family  numbered  two  sous 
and  two  daughters :  Edward  T.  and  William  P.,  both  residents  of  Racine ;  and 
Margaret  and  Agatha,  twins.  The  former  is  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  and 
stenographer,  while  the  latter  has  become  the  wife  of  Thomas  Rowley,  of 
Racine  county.  , 

When  a  youth  of  eight  years  ^Edward  T.  Billings  came  with  his  parents  to 
Racine  county  and  spent  his  youthful  days  upon  the  home  farm,  his  boyhood 
experiences  being  those  which  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  farm  bred  boy. 
He  supplemented  his  early  education,  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  by  fur- 
ther study  in  the  public  schools  of  Racine  and  afterward  took  up  the  study  of 
photography,  believing  that  he  would  find  that  vocation  an  interesting  one. 
and  hoping,  through  business  ability  and  enterprise,  to  make  it  profitable. 
In  1872  he  opened  his  studio  in  Racine  and  in  the  intervening  years  has  made 
continuous  progress  until  he  is  now  one  of  the  foremost  photographers  of  the 
state.  There  has  been  marked  advance  in  photographic  processes  and  metholp 
and  with  these  he  has  always  kept  in  touch.  He  knows  how  best  to  utilize 
light  and  shade  and  position  and  he  has  the  faculty  of  catching  an  expression 
that  is  characteristic  of  the  individual  and  therefore  makes  of  the  picture  an 
excellent  likeness. 
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On  the  20th  of  March,  1877,  Mr.  Billings  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Easson,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Larry  and  Alice  (Green)  Easson.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  two  children,  Harry  and  Edna.  Mrs.  Billings  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  while  Mr.  Billings  is  well  known  in  Masonic 
circles,  holding  membership  in  Racine  Lodge,  No.  18,  P.  &  A.  M.,  Orient  Chap- 
ter, No.  12,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Racine  Commandery,  No.  7,  K.  T.  He  has  always 
maintained  an  independent  political  attitude  nor  have  the  honors  and  emolu- 
ments of  office  ever  had  attraction  for  him.  The  family  residence  is  an  attrac- 
tive home  at  No.  924  Lake  avenue.  At  all  times  he  has  been  actuated  by  the 
spirit  of  advancement  and  each  forward  step  he  has  taken  in  his  business 
career  has  brought  him  a  wider  outlook  and  broader  opportunities. 


OWEN  P.  PRITCHARD. 

One  of  the  valued  citizens  of  Mount  Pleasant  township  of  Welsh  birth  was 
Owen  P.  Pritchard,  who  during  the  pioneer  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  county 
cast  in  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers  here  and  continued  his  residence  in  this 
locality  until  his  death.  He  was  born  in  Wales  on  the  11th  of  May,  1627,  and 
was  a  youth  of  fifteen  when  in  1842  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  pn  rents, 
Robert  and  Margaret  Pritchard.  The  father  purchased  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  Racine  county,  and  continuously  and 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1882. 

Owen  P.  Pritchard  became  the  active  assistant  of  his  father  in  the  farm 
work  and  so  continued  until  1855,  when  he  was  married  and  began  fanning 
on  his  own  account.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land 
in  Mount  Pleasant  township  and  he,  too,  devoted  his  energies  to  the  work  of 
tilling  the  soil  until  his  life's  labors  were  terminated  September  13,  1894.  He 
early  realized  that  diligence  is  the  basis  of  all  honorable  success  and  he  based 
his  prosperity  upon  indefatigable  energy  and  close  application. 

In  1855  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Pritchard  and  Miss  Sallie  Ann  Bell, 
who  was  bom  September  6,  1827,  a  daughter  of  Captain  John  Bell,  of  West 
Allis,  Wisconsin,  who  came  to  this  state  in  1842.  Two  children  were  born  of 
this  marriage :  Stella,  whose  birth  occurred  August  14,  1856,  and  who  passed 
away  Septembei:  7,  1898 ;  and  Ginevra,  who  was  born  September  29,  1862,  and 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  R.  Williams.  Mrs.  Pritchard  died  October  2,  1908. 
and  rests  in  Mound  cemetery,  where  her  husband  and  daughter,  Stella,  are 
also  buried. 

The  family  home  was  a  log  cabin  until  1871,  when  this  was  replaced  by  a 
more  commodous  brick  residence.  There  were  difficulties  and  obstacles  to  be 
encountered  in  the  early  days,  but  in  time  these  gave  way  before  persistent 
effort  and  unremitting  diligence.  Before  purchasing  his  farm  Mr.  Pritchard 
was  in  partnership  with  Daniel  Slosson  in  the  work  of  getting  out  ship  timber, 
which  they  sent  by  way  of  the  water  route  to  Buffalo,  New  York.  In  religious 
faith  Mr.  Pritchard  was  a  Congregationalist,  while  his  political  belief  warf 
that  of  the  republican  party.     He  was  always  interested  in  everything  per- 
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taining  to  the  general  welfare  and  for  years  was  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
He  also  served  as  town  treasurer  for  one  term  and  for  several  years  was  super- 
visor. That  he  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity  is  indicated  in 
the  fact  that  he  was  chosen  administrator  of  various  estates.  Those  who 
knew  him  entertained  for  him  the  warmest  regard  and  no  trust  reposed  in 
him  was  ever  betrayed  in  the  slightest  degree. 


THOMAS  R.  WILLIAMS. 

Thomas  R.  Williams,  a  representative  farmer  of  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
living  on  section  18,  was  born  in  Wales,  September  8,  1859,  a  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Richards)  Williams,  who  in  the  year  1870  came  to  the  United 
States,  reaching  Racine  on  the  1st  of  August.  The  father  worked  at  the  car- 
penter's trade  until  1881  and  then  purchased  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  on  which  the  family  home  was  established  and  maintained 
until  the  parents  were  called  to  their  final  rest.  The  mother  died  in  1908  and 
the  father  passed  away  in  1915,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Mound 
cemetery  at  Racine.  The  father  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican 
party  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  had  a  family  of  five  children :  Thomas  R. ;  Annie^ 
who  became  the  wife  of  Burns  Rork,  of  Franksville,  and  died  leaving  a  daugh- 
ter, Laura ;  Emily,  who  became  the  wife  of  Richard  Rowland  and  died  leaving 
a  son,  Byron ;  Trinnett,  deceased ;  and  William. 

Thomas  R.  Williams  was  a  lad  of  about  eleven  years  when  his  parents 
left  Wales  and  came  with  their  family  to  the  new  world.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  in  Raymond  township  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  and 
he  afterward  devoted  his  attention  to  work  upon  the  home  farm  until  1888. 
He  then  began  farming  on  his  own  account  in  Mount  Pleasant  township  and 
in  1892  he  married  Ginevra  Pritchard.  They  have  an  excellent  tract  of  land 
in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  which  is  now  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
1904  he  retired,  renting  the  farm  and  is  residing  in  West  Racine.  In  politics 
he  is  independent,  while  the  religious  faith  of  himself  and  wife  is  that  of  the 
Congregational  church.  They  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  in  which 
they  live,  having  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends  who  extend  to  them  the  gener- 
ous hospitality  of  their  homes. 


BURTON  E.  NELSON. 


Burton  E.  Nelson  is  prominent  among  the  educators  of  Wisconsin  who  have 
devoted  their  time  and  energies  to  public  school  instruction  and  for  twelve 
years  he  has  been  the  valued  superintendent  of  schools  in  Racine,  where  sub- 
stantial improvements  and  advancement  have  been  made  under  his  guidance^ 
and  direction.    He  holds  to  high  ideals  in  his  chosen  life  work  and  puts  forth 
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every  effort  to  reach  the  standards  which  he  has  set  up.  Professor  NelsoD  is 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Bedford  county,  July 
30,  1867,  his  parents  being  John  and  Susan  (Cypher)  Nelson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Keystone  state.  The  father  was  a  ipiller  by  trade,  acquaint- 
ing himse'f  with  that  business  in  early  life,  but  afterward  he  took  up  the  pro- 
fession of  law  and  for  ten  years  served  as  associate  judge  of  his  district. 

Liberal  educational  advantages  were  accorded  Burton  E.  Nelson  because 
of  his  evident  desire  to  advance  along  the  lines  of  intellectual  development. 
He  was  a  student  in  the  military  academy  at  Whitehall,  Pennsylvania,  before 
entering  the  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  at  Millersville,  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1884.  Later  he  entered  the 
Western  Normal  College  at  Bushnell,  Illinois,  and  was  graduated  therefrom 
in  1891,  but  in  the  meantime  he  had  entered  upon  the  profession  of  teaching, 
which  he  had  followed  successfully  for  a  number  of  years,  early  proving  his 
ability  to  impart  readi'y  and  concisely  to  others  the  knowledge  that  he  had 
acquired.  He  afterward  became  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Bushnell,  Dh- 
nois,  and  later  was  made  city  superintendent  of  the  schools  at  that  place.  In 
1893  he  accepted  the  position  of  city  superintendent  of  schools  at  Lewistown, 
lUnois,  and  that  he  was  popular  as  an  educator  there  was  indicated  in  the  fact 
that  his  services  were  retained  until  1900,  when  he  resigned  to  become  superin- 
tendent of  schools  at  Lincoln,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  in  1904  he  came  to  Racine  as  city  superintendent 
of  schools  and  has  so  continued  to  the  present  time,  covering  a  period  of  twelve 
years.  Each  change  has  marked  a  progressive  step  in  his  professional  career 
and  throughout  all  the  period  of  his  identification  with  educational  work  he 
has  been  a  close  student  of  the  plans  and  projects  which  have  been  put  forth 
by  noted  educators  to  render  the  intellectual  training  of  the  young  a  more 
effective  force  as  a  preparation  for  life's  practical  responsibilities  and  duties. 
Under  his  direction  the  schools  of  Racine  have  been  well  organized,  the  work 
carefully  systematized  and  new  standards  introduced.  The  system  of  instruc- 
tion, too,  has  been  modified  to  meet  changing  conditions  and  the  public  recog- 
nizes the  fact  that  his'  labors  have  been  of  far-reaching  and  permanent  benefit. 

Mr.  Nelson  has  been  married  twice.  In  1893  he  wedded  Rachel  Schrader, 
who  died  in  1896,  leaving  a  daughter,  Ruth  Louise,  who  is  now  a  teacher  in 
the  normal  school  at  Muncie,  Indiana.  In  1900  Mr.  Nelson  was  miited  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mae  Mack,  of  Lewistown,  Fulton  county,  Illinois.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  is  one  child,  Wayne. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  are 
well  known  socially  in  the  community,  being  cordially  received  into  those 
homes  where  intelligence  and  culture  are  accepted  as  the  passports  to  good 
society.  Mr.  Nelson  holds  membership  with  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  being  enti- 
tled thereto  by  reason  of  his  father's  service  as  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  hav- 
ing served  with  the  Union  army  as  a  first  lieutenant  of  the  Eighteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry.  Professor  Nelson  is  also  identified  with  various  fraternal 
organizations,  including  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Court  of  Honor  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
which  order  he  is  now  presiding  over  as  exalted  ruler.  In  Masonry  he  has 
attained  high  rank,  having  taken  the  degrees  of  lodge,  chapter,  council  and 
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commandery,  and  in  his  life  he  exemplifies  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft 
which  is  based  upon  a  recognition  of  the  brotherhood  of  mankind  and  the 
duties  thereby  imposed.  In  politics  he  votes  for  men  and  measures  rather 
than  party  and  he  has  neither  filled  nor  sought  political  office,  preferring 
always  to  give  undivided  attention  to  his  professional  duties,  which  he  meets 
with  a  sense  of  conscientious  responsibility  and  obligation,  knowing  how  impor- 
tant it  is  through  the  impressionable  age  of  youth  to  impress  upon  the  mind 
those  things  which  shall  have  permanent  value.  Racine's  citizens  on  the  whole 
highly  indorse  Mr.  Nelson  in  his  educational  methods,  and  his  coUengues  and 
contemporaries  attest  his  high  rank  as  an  educator.  In  1914  and  1915  he  was 
president  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Teachers'  Association. 


JOHN  0.  THOMAS. 


John  0.  Thomas,  living  on  section  23,  Caledonia  township,  mnnages  an  excel- 
lent farm  property  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres,  devoting  much  of 
his  time  to  dairying.  He  was  born  November  23,  1867,  in  the  township  where 
he  yet  makes  his  home,  his  parents  being  John  W.  and  Margaret  (Owen) 
Thomas,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Carnarvonshire,  W?^les,  bom  in  1826 
and  1842  respective V-  The  paternal  grandfather  was  John  Thomas,  a  weaver 
by  trade,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Wales,  and  the  maternal  grandfather 
was  John  Owen,  a  sea  captain,  who  also  lived  throughout  his  life  in  that  little 
rock-ribbed  country.  In  1846  the  father  of  John  0.  Thomas  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  becoming  a  resident  of  Racine  county.  Four  years  afterward,  or  in 
1850,  he  went  to  the  California  gold  fieMs  and  was  quite  successful  in  his  work 
in  the  mines.  He  afterward  returned  to  Wales,  where  he  was  married  and 
then  brought  his  bride  to  America,  becoming  a  resident  of  Caledonia  township 
in  1865.  He  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres  and  after- 
ward extended  its  boundaries  by  the  purchase  of  an  additional  tract  of  eifirhty 
acres.  Much  of  this  farm  was  still  covered  with  timber  and  brush  when  it 
came  into  his  possession,  but  he  cleared  it  and  brought  the  fields  to  a  high 
state  of  cuUivation,  so  that  he  annually  gathered  substantial  crops.  He  worked 
diligently  year  by  year,  following  progressive  methods  of  farming,  and  thus 
as  time  pnssed  he  won  a  place  among  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  his 
community.  In  1893  he  built  a  beautiful  country  home  upon  his  pla^e  and 
was  there  most  comfortably  situated  unt'l  death  called  him  in  1895.  His 
widow  still  survives.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Thomas  was  an  earnest  repub- 
lican and  was  a  most  public-spirited  citizen,  taking  an  active  and  helpful  inter- 
est in  all  measures  that  promoted  the  general  welfare  or  advanced  the  best 
interests  of  his  community.  He  was  a  well  read  man,  keeping  informed  on 
all  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  and  the  leading  current  events.  He  deserved 
much  credit  for  what  he  accomplished,  for  his  success  was  attribut<«ble  entirely 
to  his  own  efforts.  Mrs.  Thomas  still  survives  her  husband  and  she  and  her 
children  are  all  members  of  the  Welsh  Presbvterian  church.  In  th^ir  family 
were  three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Owen,  Mary  J.  and  John  0.,  all  upon  the 
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home  farm;  William,  who  is  employed  by  the  Pure  Milk  Company  of  Racine; 
and  Alice,  at  home. 

Reared  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  John  O.  Thomas  pursued  a  district 
school  education  and  afterward  spent  six  months  as  a  student  in  the  Belle 
City  Business  College  at  Racine.  He  then  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming, 
which  he  has  always  followed,  and  he  now  manages  the  o!d  home  property, 
which  comprises  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land. 
He  makes  dairying  the  principal  feature  of  his  business  and  has  a  good  herd 
of  high  grade  Holstein  cows,  with  a  full  blooded  mala  at  the  head  of  the  herd. 
He  has  remodeled  the  buildings  upon  the  place,  erecting  some  new  outbuild- 
ings, and  altogether  the  farm  is  a  valuable  and  attractive  property,  giving 
every  evidence  of  the  careful  supervision  and  progressive  methods  of  Mr. 
Thomas. 

In  political  circles  Mr.  Thomas  is  also  prominent,  being  a  recognized  leader 
in  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party  in  this  county.  He  served  as  town  clerk 
from  1896  until  1899  and  in  1904  was  elected  to  the  general  assembly,  where 
he  made  so  creditable  a  record  during  the  first  term  that  he  was  re-elected  and 
during  two  sessions  left  the  impress  of  his  individuality,  ability  and  public 
spirit  upon  the  work  of  the  lawmaking  body  of  the  state.  He  stands  for 
progress  and  improvement  in  public  affairs  as  well  as  in  private  life  and  in  his 
political  activities  has  ever  subordinated  personal  interests  to  the  public  good. 


GUSTAVE  V.  KRADWELL. 

Gustave  V.  Kradwell,  the  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Kradwell  Drug 
Company,  displays  those  quaUties  which  make  for  strong  commercial  organiza- 
tion, development  and  success  and  his  well  defined  plans  and  purposes  have 
resulted  in  the  upbuilding  of  one  of  the  largest  enterprises  of  this  char- 
acter in  southern  Wisconsin,  as  he  is  at  the  head  of  a  company  owning  and 
controlling  seven  different  drug  stores.  In  his  business  career  he  seems  ready 
to  meet  any  emergency  and  he  never  fears  to  venture  where  favoring  oppor- 
tunity points  out  the  way.  He  was  born  in  Boscobel,  Wisconsin,  July  6,  1867, 
a  son  of  V.  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Weibel)  Kradwell,  the  former  a  native  of  Austria 
and  the  latter  of  Switzerland.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Albert  Kradwell,  also 
a  native  of  Austria,  who  came  to  America  some  time  after  the  arrival  of  his 
two  sons,  V.  J.  and  Charles  Kradwell,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  cast  in 
their  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Boscobel.  Albert  Kradwell  followed  farm- 
ing in  his  native  country  and  afterward  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  passed  away 
in  Grant  county  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  after  rearing  a  large  family. 
His  son,  Vandy  J.  Kradwell,  ran  away  from  home  when  but  twelve  years  of 
age  in  order  to  escape  service  in  the  Austrian  array  and  when  he  came  with 
his  brother  Charles  to  the  new  world  made  his  way  to  Grant  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, where  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  early  life  he  learned  and  followed  the  shoe- 
maker's trade  and  for  a  long  period  was  prominently  connected  with  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  Boscobel  as  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant,  but  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  deceased.    At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  responded  to  the 
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country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Twentieth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  his  age.  However,  as  a  sutler  he 
went  to  the  front.  He  occupied  the  position  of  postmaster  at  Boscobel  under 
the  administration  of  President  Cleveland  and  in  many  ways  was  connected 
with  the  substantial  improvement  of  that  city,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  uphold 
its  status.  He  died  while  serving  as  postmaster  in  1895,  and  his  widow, has 
since  passed  away.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Weibel,  a  native  of 
Switzerland.  Her  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Lutheran  church,  while  Mr. 
Kradwell  was  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  faith.  However,  he  joined  the 
Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  fraternities.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  seven 
children :  Gustave  V.,  Ida  C,  Frank  A.,  Wieland  W.,  Benjamin  S.,  William  T. 
and  Louis  J.  The  daughter,  Ida,  was  appointed  to  fill  out  her  father's  unex- 
pired term  as  postmaster. 

Gustave  V.  Kradwell,  having  attended  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
city,  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  with  the  class  of  1891 
on  the  completion  of  a  course  in  the  pharmaceutical  department.  He  was 
employed  for  two  years  in  a  drug  store  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  on 
the  2d  of  May,  1892,  arrived  in  Racine,  where  he  engaged  in  clerking  for  a 
short  time.  He  was  ambitious,  however,  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own 
account  and  in  1895  became  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Robinson  Drug 
Company,  his  associates  in  the  enterprise  being  R.  T.  Robinson,  M.  D.  Morris 
and  T.  W.  Thiesen.  This  company  established  three  stores,  and  with  the 
change  in  ownership  the  firm  style  of  the  KradwelUThiesen  Drug  Company 
was  adopted.  Some  time  afterward  Mr.  Thiesen  withdrew  and  the  business 
was  reorganized  under  the  name  of  the  Kradwell  Drug  Company,  which  is 
today  carrying  on  an  extensive  and  growing  business,  owning  now  seven  stores, 
six  of  which  are  located  in  Racine,  with  the  seventh  in  Kenosha.  Of  the  com- 
pany Gustave  V.  Kradwell  is  president  and  treasurer,  with  Nettie  C.  KradweU 
as  vice  president  and  secretary.  They  control  one  of  the  foremost  commercial 
enterprises  of  the  city. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1895,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Kradwell 
and  Miss  Nettie  Clark,  of  Boscobel,  a  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Eliza  Jane 
(Skiflf)  Clark,  who  were  early  settlers  of  that  place,  where  her  father  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  and  afterward  in  contracting.  He,  too,  was  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war  and  both  he  and  his  wife  have  now  passed  away.  In  the  family 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kradwell  were  two  sons:  Richard  Gustave,  who  died  in 
infancy ;  and  Frederick  Clark,  now  thirteen  years  of  age*.  Theirs  is  one  of  the 
fine  homes  of  Racine,  situated  at  No.  1705  Wisconsin  street. 

Mr.  Kradwell  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Commercial  Club,  his  activity  being  indicative  of  his  interest  in  the  welfare 
and  growth  of  his  city.  He  belongs  to  various  fraternal  organizations,  includ- 
ing Racine  Lodge,  No.  32,  K.  P.,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Maccabees,  but 
is  most  prominently  known  through  his  association  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  membership  in  Grant  Lodge,  No.  169,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Boscobel ;  Orient 
Chapter,  No.  12,  R.  A.  M. ;  Racine  Commandery,  No.  7,  K.  T.,  of  which  he  is 
past  eminent  commander;  and  the  Scottish  Rite  Consistory  of  Wisconsin,  in 
which  body  he  presides  in  the  nineteenth  degree.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of 
Tripoli  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.,  and  is  one  of  the  officers  of  this  shrine. 
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In  April,  1908,  Governor  Davidson  appointed  Mr.  Kradwell  a  member  of 
the  Wisconsin  State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  through  the  recommendation  of  the 
Wisconsin  Pharmaceutical  Association,  for  a  period  of  five  years  and  at  the 
expiration  of  that  term.  Governor  McGovem  reappointed  him  for  another 
term  of  five  years.  His  life  has  been  purposeful  and  resultant,  far-reaching 
in  its  influences  and  beneficial  in  its  effects.  In  business  he  has  been  a  per- 
sistent, resolute  and  energetic  worker,  possessing  strong  executive  power  and 
strictly  conscientious  in  his  dealings  with  debtor  anid  creditor  alike.  His 
sound  judgment  has  ehabled  him  to  focus  his  energies  in  directions  where 
fruition  is  certain,  and  his  native  justice  has  expressed  itself  in  correct  prin- 
ciple and  practice. 


MATHIAS  MUELLER. 


Mathias  Mueller,  who  is  serving  for  the  third  term  ast  poor  commissioner  of 
Racine,  has  done  effective  work  in  this  office,  looking  to  the  interests  of  those 
under  his  charge  and  also  guarding  the  interests  of  the  city  from  fraud.  Mr. 
Mueller  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  March  28,  1862,  his  parents  being  Michael 
and  Gertrude  Mueller,  who  in  1868  came  to  Racine.  The  father  had  followed 
merchandising  in  Germany  but  on  reaching  Wisconsin  took  up  his  abode  upon 
a  farm  in  Kenosha  county,  where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  later  removing  across  the  line  into  Racine  county.  He  died  in 
1910,  having  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  survived  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  in  1886. 

Mathias  Mueller  obtained  his  education  in  the  parochial  school  connected 
with  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  to 
earn  his  own  living.  He  afterward  learned  the  molder's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  twenty-seven  years,  being  a  member  of  the  local  molders'  union, 
Branch  No.  310,  and  his  efficiency  as  a  workman  and  his  fidelity  and  loyalty 
as  a  man  are  demonstrated  in  the  fact  that  he  remained  continuously  with 
the  American  Seating  Company  for  twenty  years  and  nine  months.  At  the 
age  of  fifty  years,  or  in  1912,  he  was  appointed  poor  commissioner  of  Racine 
and  made  such  an  excellent  record  during  his  first  and  second  terms  that  he 
was  again  chosen  for  that  position.  He  has  been  a  model  officer  in  this  capa- 
city, displaying  good  judgment  in  his  care  of  those  whom  untoward  circum- 
stances have  forced  to  be  dependent. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1886,  Mr.  Mueller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Katherine  Hochguertel,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Hoch- 
guertel,  who  were  early  settlers  here,  arriving  in  1856.  The  children  of  this 
marriapre  are :  Hubbard  J.,  a  resident  of  Racine,  who  is  married  and  has  two 
sons;  Katherine,  the  wife  of  Mathias  Thoennes,  of  Racine,  by  whom  she  has 
one  daughter  and  one  son ;  and  Joseph  M.,  also  married  and  living  in  this  city. 

In  exercising  his  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Mueller  votes  for  men  rather  than 
party,  never  holding  to  a  strictly  partisan  course.  Throuerh  his  relioiov»Q  fa'th 
Mr.  Mueller  became  a  member  of  the  Holy  Name  Catholic  church  in  1884  and 
has  always  taken  a  great  interest  in  Catholic  societies,  being  a  member  of  the 
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St.  Michael's  Society,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wis- 
consin and  the  German  Catholic  Young  Men's  Society,  all  of  Racine  and  in  all 
of  which  he  has  always  been  an  active  member,  being  a  leader  and  holding 
office  often,  long  and  faithfully,  and  as  a  result  thereof  he  is  well  known 
throughout  the  state.  AlDlost  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  Racine  and  he 
is  widely  known  and  respected  because  of  his  industry  and  trustworthiness  in 
business  and  his  fidelity  and  capability  in  public  office. 


JOHN  SHBCKLER. 


For  twenty-seven  years  John  Sheckler  was  actively  identified  with  farming 
interests  in  Racine  county,  where  he  took  up  his  abode  in  1856.  He  was  born 
in  Germany  in  1836  and  after  acquiring  a  common  school  education  in  that 
country  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  hoping  that  he 
might  enjoy  and  benefit  by  some  of  the  advantages  which  he  heard  were  offered 
in  the  new  world  to  young  men  of  enterprise  and  industry.  He  made  his  way 
at  once  to  this  county  and  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming,  in  which  he  was^ 
actively  engaged  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  making  his  home  in  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  where  he  brought  his  fields  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  transform- 
ing his  land  into  a  rich  and  productive  tract. 

In  1859  Mr.  Sheckler  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hansche,  a  daughter 
of  Ernest  and  Kathrina  Hansche,  who  were  early  settlers  of  this  county,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sheckler  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely :  Ernest,  Fred, 
Elizabeth,  John,  Minnie,  Willirm  and  George.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Sheckler  was  a  republican,  supporting  the  party  from  the  time  that  he  became 
a  naturalized  American  citizen.  His  religious  faith  was  evidenced  in  his  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  was  a  belever  in  the  public 
school  system  and  for  three  years  served  on  the  school  board,  doing  everything 
in  his  power  to  make  the  school  in  his  district  one  which  would  be  of  value  in 
preparing  young  people  for  life's  practical  and  responsible  duties.  He  died 
on  the  2d  of  January,  1 883,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty-seven  years, 
but  left  a  family  to  continue  the  good  work  which  he  had  begun. 


GEORGE  SHECKLER. 


George  Sheckler,  son  of  John  Sheckler,  whose  sketch  is  given  above,  was 
bom  on  the  old  family  homestead  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  January  14, 
1873,  and  at  the  usual  age  entered  the  district  schools,  continuing  his  educa- 
tion there  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  yc^rs.  He  was  a  lad  of  but  ten 
years  when  his  father  died  and  after  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he  worked 
on  the  old  homestead  and  afterward  took  over  the  management  of  the  prop- 
erty, upon  which  he  has  since  lived,  having  thirty  two  acres  of  land  which  he 
devotes  to  truck  gfirdening.  The  vegetables  which  he  produces  are  of  fine  size 
and  quality  and  therefore  find  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.    In  all  his  business 
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dealings  he  is  thoroughly  reliable,  his  transactions  ever  measuring  up  to  honor- 
able standards. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1900,  Mr.  Sheckler  was  married  to  Miss  Grace  Dears- 
ley,  daughter  of  William  and  Lena  (Wyman)  Dearsley,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Irwin  and  Ethel,  both  at  home.  Like  his  father,  Mr.  Sheckler  votes 
with  the  republican  party  and  like  him  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  He  belongs  also  to  the  Methodist  church  and  is  true  and  loyal  to  those 
principles  which  govern  honorable  manhood.  His  success  is  attributable 
entirely  to  his  owti  efforts,  for  his  life  has  been  one  of  industry  and  diligeoce 
and  upon  those  qualities  he  has  builded  the  prosperity  that  he  now  enjoys. 


GEORGE  H.  HERZOG. 


George  H.  Herzog  is  postmaster  of  Racine,  to  which  office  he  was  ap- 
pointed March  10,  1915,  but  this  is  not  his  first  connection  with  public  affairs, 
as  he  had  previously  served  for  three  terms  as  register  of  deeds.  He  is 
prompt,  faithful  and  determined  in  the  execution  of  his  duties  and  the  worth 
of  his  citizenship  is  widely  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Herzog  was  born  in  Racine,  October  4,  1867,  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Prances  (Hoffman)  Herzog,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter 
of  Wisconsin.  The  family  is  of  German  lineage  and  was  founded  in  America 
by  the  paternal  grandfather  of  George  H.  Herzog,  who  arrived  in  the  United 
States  in  the  '50s,  after  having  previously  served  as  a  member  of  the  regular 
army  in  Germany.  He  remained  a  resident  of  St.  Lawrence  county.  New 
York,  until  he  brought  his  family  to  Wisconsin,  but  in  later  years  he  returned 
to  the  east.  Jacob  Herzog  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  westward  re- 
moval, the  family  home  being  established  upon  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Mount 
Pleasant  in  Racine  county  in  1860.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  work 
of  the  fields  for  several  years  but  eventually  became  a  resident  of  Racine, 
where  as  a  wood  worker  he  entered  the  service  of  the  J.  L  Case  Threshing 
Machine  Company,  and  was  an  employe  of  that  corporation  almost  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  December  27,  1913.  His  first  wife  died  in  3872  and  subse- 
quently he  was  twice  married.  The  mother  of  George  H.  Herzog  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Hoffman,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  lived  for  a  time  in 
the  Empire  state  before  arriving  in  Wisconsin  in  the  '50s.  He  became  a 
teaming  contractor  of  Racine,  where  he  carried  on  business  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  more  than  seventy  years  of  age. 
In  early  manhood  he  married  Catharine  Steiner,  who  reared  a  large  family 
and  reached  a  very  advanced  age. 

After  completing  his  education  in  the  high  school  of  Racine,  George  H. 
Herzog  was  employed  by  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  until 
1893,  when  he  became  connected  with  newspaper  publication,  spending  about 
six  years  as  a  member  of  the  reportorial  staff  and  as  telegraph  editor  on  the 
Racine  Journal.  With  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war  he  joined 
the  army  and  also  acted  as  correspondent  for  the  Journal  while  at  the  front 
He  was  a  member  of  Company  F,  First  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infan- 
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try,  which  was  attached  to  the  Seventh  Army  Corps  under  General  Fitzhugh 
Lee  and  was  stationed  at  Jacksonville,  Florida.  After  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged he  continued  with  the  Journal  until  the  fall  of  1898,  when  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  of  Racine  county,  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  the  position  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1899.  His  course  in  office 
received  the  indorsement  of  the  public  generally,  for  although  a  democrat 
in  a  strongly  republican  county,  he  was  twice  re-elected  to  the  position  by 
large  majorities.  In  the  spring  of  1905  he  was  elected  alderman  of  Racine 
from  the  seventh  ward  and  took  an  active  part  in  shaping  the  welfare  of 
the  city  through  municipal  legislation.  His  capability  as  an  official  received 
further  recognition  when  on  the  10th  of  March,  1915,  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Wilson  to  the  office  of  postmaster  of  Racine,  in  which  caplacity 
he  is  now  serving. 

On  June  23,  1891,  Mr.  Herzog  was  united  in  marriage  to  Margaret  M. 
Deischler,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Amelia  (Smith)  Deischler.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union,  Harry  J.  and  Frances  J.  The  family  residence 
at  No.  1628  North  Main  street  was  erected  by  Mr.  Herzog  in  1903.  Frater- 
nally he  is  identified  with  Racine  Lodge,  No.  92,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Elks,  the  Moose  and  the  Eagles.  He  has  also  been  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  athletic  societies  of  Racine  for  many  years  and 
was  vice  president  of  the  Racine  Athletic  Association  when  that  organiza- 
tion was  at  its  zenith.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Racine 
Baseball  Club  and  has  always  been  an  advocate  and  patron  of  clean,  manly 
sports.  If  one  were  to  chracterize  Mr.  Herzog  in  a  single  word,  that  word 
undoubtedly  would  be  fidelity,  for  he  has  displayed  faithfulness  to  every  trust 
whether  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  never  regarding  lightly  the  duties  that 
have  devolved  upon  him  but  fully  weighing  his  responsibilities  and  meeting 
each  with  the  conscious  strength  of  strong  manhood. 


WILLIAM  H.  GIFFORD. 

In  the  year  1886  William  H.  Gifford  established  a  dairy  farm,  and  he  sup- 
plied one  of  the  first  cans  of  milk  to  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Company.  He 
has  continuously  engaged  in  dairying  and  is  today  one  of  the  chief  representa- 
tives of  that  industry,  which  has  long  constituted  a  source  of  the  county's 
greatest  wealth.  His  birth  occurred  in  Caledonia  township,  September  25, 
1866,  his  parents  being  William  and  Catherine  (Morris)  Gifford,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Cambridge,  Washington  county,  New  York,  the  former  born 
September  14,  1822,  and  the  latter  September  16,  1831.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  Joseph  Gifford,  who  died  in  New  York,  but  the  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Morris,  became  a  resident  of  Caledonia  township  in 
the  '40s  and  bought  a  farm  which  was  afterward  purchased  by  Mr.  Gif- 
ford. He  thus  became  identified  with  the  early  pioneer  development  of 
this  district.  The  marriage  of  William  Gifford  and  Catherine  Morris  was 
celebrated  in  Washington  county.  New  York,  and  in  1861  they  came  to 
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Racine  county,  where  they  purchased  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres 
of  land  in  Caledonia  township.  Throughout  his  remaining  days  Mr.  6if- 
ford  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
afterward  added  a  tract  of  fifty  acres  to  his  original  purchase.  He  was  a  very 
industrious,  energetic  man,  and  though  he  had  little  to  aid  him  at  the  outset 
of  his  career,  he  gradually  worked  his  way  upward  and  became  one  of  the 
prosperous  citizens  of  his  adopted  city.  From  the  age  of  seven  years  he  was 
djBpendent  upon  his  own  earnings,  for  at  that  time  his  father  d^ed  and  the 
mother  was  left  in  straitened  financial  circumstances.  His  life  record  certainly 
indicates  what  may  be  accomplished  by  industry,  energy  and  determined  pur- 
pose. He  died  in  the  year  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty -six,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1895.  They  were  both  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
in  the  work  of  which  they  took  an  active  and  helpful  part,  Mr.  Gifford  doing 
much  to  further  its  growth  and  influence.  In  poUtics  he  was  a  republican  but 
was  never  ambitious  to  hold  office.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  bom  seven 
children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living :  Mary,  the  wife  of  Joe  Cooper,  a  retired 
farmer  of  Racine  who  is  now  representing  the  Humane  Society  there;  E.  E., 
a  retired  farmer  living  on  Washington  avenue  in  Racine;  William  H.;  and 
A.  M.,  who  resides  in  Yorkville  township. 

William  H.  Gifford,  spending  his  boyhood  and  youth  under  the  parental 
roof,  divided  his  time  between  farm  work  and  the  acquirement  of  an  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school.  He  took  up  farming  and  dairying  and  in  connec- 
tion with  his  brother  purchased  the  intei'est  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  home- 
stead property.  He  today  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land  on 
which  he  has  erected  a  nice  residence  and  good  outbuildinpfs.  He  already  has 
one  silo  and  is  now  building  another  which  will  be  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
county.  In  1886  he  began  dairying  and  hauled  one  of  the  first  cans  of  milk 
to  the  Horlick  Malted  Milk  Comprny,  which  at  that  time  had  use  for  scarcely 
all  of  the  milk  which  he  took  to  them — two  cans  per  day.  In  fact  they  refused 
to  take  so  much  milk.  Mr.  Giflford  has  remained  continuously  in  the  dairy 
business  and  milks  now  about  forty-five  cows,  all  high  grade  Holsteins.  He 
bought  his  farm  at  fifty  dollars  per  acre  but  it  is  today  worth  much  more  than 
that  and  is  a  splendidly  improved  property.  He  has  tiled  it,  thus  enhancing 
its  productiveness,  and  it  is  well  fenced.  In  fact  everything  about  the  place 
indicates  his  careful  supervision  and  practical  and  progressive  methods. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1890,  Mr.  Giflford  was  married  to  Miss  Emeline 
Mosher,  who  was  bom  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  her  father,  Joseph 
Mosher,  settled  at  a  very  early  day,  having  arrived  there  in  the  early  '508, 
after  which  he  continued  his  residence  upon  his  farm  for  many  years.  At 
length  he  removed  to  Racine,  where  he  passed  away  four  years  later  in  1908. 
Mrs.  Mosher  came  to  Racine  county  from  New  York  in  1844  in  a  covered 
wagon  with  her  parents,  who  settled  in  the  town  of  Mount  Pleasant.  Her 
grandparents  and  her  great-grandfather  came  at  the  same  time  and  her  family 
is  one  of  the  o'dest  in  the  county. 

Mr.  rnd  Mrs.  Gifford  have  become  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters :  W.  Allen  and  Joseph  M.,  who  are  associated  with  their  father  in  business 
and  are  now  retailing  milk  in  Racine,  having  started  the  first  eight-cent  milk 
route  in  the  city,  since  which  time  they  have  conducted  their  interests  with 
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marked  success ;  Esther,  who  is  a  junior  in  the  State  University  at  Madison ; 
and  Harriett,  now  a  student  in  the  high  school  at  Racine. 

Mrs.  Giflford  is  a  member  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  church,  while  the  children 
belong  to  the  Congregational  church.  Mr.  Giflford  has  membership  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  he  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  repub- 
lican party.  He  has  taken  little  time  for  outside  interests,  however,  having 
always  concentrated  his  energies  upon  his  agricultural  pursuits  and  dairying, 
and  his  close  application,  firm  purpose  and  sound  judgment  have  been  the 
salient  features  in  his  growing  success. 


WILLIAM  C.  HANSCHE. 

William  C.  Hansche,  who  became  one  of  the  early  residents  of  Racine 
county  and  figured  for  many  years  as  a  highly  respected  and  worthy  citizen 
of  his  locality,  was  bom  in  Germany  in  June,  1827,  and  after  completing 
the  public  school  course  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade  in  the  fatherland. 
In  1840  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  America.  The 
family  took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  which  was  completely  wrecked  oflf  the 
island  of  Haiti  and  all  of  the  passengers  were  compelled  to  stay  in  San  Domingo 
for  twenty-one  weeks.  In  the  fall  the  family  succeeded  in  reaching  New 
York  and  thence  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  they  spent  five  years. 
While  living  there  they  met  Huron  Beebe,  who  had  a  farm  near  Racine, 
Wisconsin,  and  who  induced  them  to  settle  in  Racine  county.  William 
Hansche,  the  father  of  our  subject,  successfully  engaged  in  farming  here 
until  his  demise,  which  occurred  in  1873,  when  he  was  sixty-eight  years  old. 
He  was  survived  until  1874  by  his  wife.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
sons  and  one  daughter.  William  C.  Hansche,  the  father  of  Fred  C.  and 
Louis  A.  Hansche,  became  the  owner  of  land  in  Racine  county  and  gained 
recognition  as  one  of  the  most  practical  and  efficient  agriculturists  of  his 
locality.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican  party.  He 
was  well  known  and  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1892,  was  deeply  regretted. 
In  1860  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Heck,  a  daughter  of  Philip 
Heck,  and  five  children  were  bom  to  their  union,  namely :  William  F. ;  Fred ; 
Louis;  Katie,  who  married  Ernest  Sheckler;  and  Sophia,  the  wife  of  Augus- 
tus J.  Piper. 


FRED  C.  HANSCHE. 


Among  the  energetic  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship is  numbered  Fred  C.  Hansche,  who  is  living  on  section  32,  where  in 
connection  with  his  brother,  Louis  A.  Hansche,  he  is  cultivating  one  hundred 
acres  of  land.  He  was  bom  October  15,  1870,  in  the  township  where  he  still 
resides,  his  father  being  William  C.  Hansche,  mentioned  above.  At  the  usual 
age  he  entered  the  common  schools,  which  he  attended  until  he  reached  the 
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age  of  eighteen.  He  then  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  task  of  assisting 
his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  and  since  his  father's  death  has  been 
active  in  the  management  and  control  of  the  property.  He  is  associated 
with  his  younger  brother,  Louis  A.,  and  they  today  own  and  cultivate  one 
hundred  acres,  constituting  one  of  the  excellent  farms  of  the  township.  They 
raise  some  grain  but  the  place  is  largely  devoted  to  the  production  of  vegetables 
and  as  truck  farmers  they  are  meeting  with  excellent  success.  Their  place 
always  presents  a  most  attractive  appearance,  for  the  fields  are  clean  and 
well  cultivated  and  the  vegetables  are,  by  reason  of  the  fertility  of  the 
soil  and  the  practical,  progressive  methods  of  the  owners,  of  splendid  size 
and  quality.     • 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hansche  is  an  earnest  republican  and  fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Eagles  at  Bacine,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


LOUIS  A.  HANSCHE. 


Louis  A  .Hansche,  brother  and  partner  of  Fred  C.  Hansche,  was  bom  in 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  March  11,  1873,  and  mastered  the  branches  of 
learning  taught  in  the  common  schools,  which  he  attended  until  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years  of  age.  He  has  continuously  given  his  attention  to  the  farm 
work  since  that  time  and  theirs  is  one  of  the  well  developed  properties  of 
Mount  Pleasant  township. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  1900,  Louis  A.  Hansche  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Larsen,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Larsen,  who  were  early  settlers  of 
this  county  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hansche  have  one 
child,  Erma  Irene,  who  will  enter  high  school  in  the  fall  of  1916.  Mr. 
Hansche  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  at  Somers  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Racine  Commercial  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  has  been 
called  to  a  number  of  local  offices.  For  four  years  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  town  board  and  for  several  years  occupied  the  position  of  pathmaster. 
He  has  also  been  officially  connected  with  the  schools  as  a  director  and  for 
six  years  as  clerk  of  the  board.  His  life  in  all  its  moral  relations  is  guided 
by  the  teachings  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  is  a  con- 
sistent member. 


WILLIAM  H.  ROHAN. 


William  II.  Rohan  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Rohan  &  Rohan,  manufac- 
turers' agents  for  all  kinds  of  office  requirements  and  supplies.  In  this  con- 
nection he  has  developed  a  good  business  and  his  position  in  trade  circles  in 
Racine  is  a  creditable  one.  He  was  born  in  this  city  April  4,  1890,.  a  son  of 
William  J.  and  Margaret  Rohan,  who  were  also  natives  of  Racine,  the  Rohan 
family  having  been  founded  in  this  city  at  an  early  day  by  the  paternal  grand- 
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parents.  The  grandfather  was  a  teaming  contractor,  while  the  father,  Wil- 
liam J.  Rohan,  became  a  pattern  maker,  following  the  trade  for  a  number  of 
years. 

William  H.  Rohan,  in  the  pursuit  of  his  education,  mastered  the  work  of 
the  grades  and  of  the  high  school.  He  made  his  initial  step  in  the  business 
world  as  a  traveling  salesman,  devoting  a  few  years  to  that  work,  and  in  1911 ' 
he  became  connected  with  the  office  supply  business  as  a  partner  of  T.  H. 
Knight,  under  whose  name  the  business  was  conducted.  A  removal  was  made  to 
No.  205  Osgood  building  and  at  that  time  the  name  of  the  Knight-Rohan  Com- 
pany was  assumed.  This  connection  was  continued  until  June,  1913,  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved  and  William  H.  Rohan  was  joined  by  his  brother, 
James  B.  Rohan,  under  the  firm  style  of  Rohan  &  Rohan.  In  the  intervening 
period  they  have  built  up  a  substantial  patronage  as  manufacturers'  agents 
for  every  kind  of  office  equipment.  They  handle  many  lines  put  forth  by 
standard  manufacturers  of  the  country  and  there  is  no  office  accessory  which 
cannot  be  secured  through  their  establishment.  Their  trade  has  constantly 
grown  and  developed  along  profitable  lines,  their  success  being  attributable 
to  close  application  and  indefatigable  energy. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1915,  Mr.  Rohan  was  married  to  Miss  Marcia  E.  Cole- 
man, of  Racine.  They  attend  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Rohan  also 
has  membership  with  the  Elks  lodge  and  with  the  Country  and  Yacht  Clubs, 
associations  which  indicate  the  nature  of  his  recreation  when  business  cares 
afford  him  leisure.  He  is  a  social,  genial  gentleman  who  in  the  various  rela- 
tions of  life  has  won  many  friends,  greatly  enjoying  their  confidence  and  good- 
will. He  isi  yet  a  young  man  but  already  has  won  for  himself  a  place  in  ^busi- 
ness circles  that  many  a  one  of  twice  his  years  might  well  envy. 


FRED  JOHNSON. 


Fred  Johnson,  engaged  in  farming  on  section  29,  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
was  bom  in  Denmark  on  the  13th  of  September,  1850,  a  son  of  Christ  Johnson, 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  country.  Fred  Johnson  attended^  the  common 
schools  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years  and  was  afterward  engaged  in  farm  work 
in  his  native  country  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  when  he  bade  adieu 
to  friends  and  family  and  sailed  for  the  United  States.  He  made  his  way  at 
once  to  Racine  county  and  for  nine  years  was  employed  at  farm  labor.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  working  on  the  shares  or  cultivating  rented  farms.  He 
worked  on  one  farm  for  twenty-one  years  and  for  more  than  forty-five  years 
he  has  been  actively  identified  with  agricultural  interests  in  Racine  county. 

In  1872  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  to  Miss  Christina  Thompson,  who  died 
leaving  four  children:  Emma,  Anna,  Jesse  and  Alfred.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife  Mr.  Johnson  wedded  Christina  Johnson  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  two  have  passed  away,  while  Helen  and 
Cecelia  are  yet  living.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  and  in  1896  Mr. 
Johnson  wedded  Enger  Engerman. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Johnson  has  always  been  a  republican  since  age 
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conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  has  guided  his  life  according  to  its  teachings,  always  attempt- 
ing to  do  unto  others  as  he  would  have  them  do  unto  him.  He  has  never 
regretted  his  determination  to  come  to  the  new  world,  for  here  he  has  found 
the  opportunities  which  he  sought  and  through  industry  and  perseverance  has 
gained  a  substantial  measure  of  success. 


E.  W.  HANSCHE. 


Among  Racine  county's  early  settlers  was  numbered  E.  W.  Hansche,  who 
for  a  long  period  was  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  truck  gardening 
in  Mount  Pleasant  township.  He  was  born  in  Germaxiy  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1836,  a  son  of  E.  W.  Hansche.  He  was  about  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  years 
of  age  when  he  arrived  in  Racine  county  and  purchased  land  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant township,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  demise.  He  worked  diligently 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  place  and  his  farm  of  thirty-three  acres  responded 
readily  to  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestowed  upon  it.  All  through  the 
summer  season  he  continually  marketed  vegetables  and  for  his  products  found 
a  ready  sale.  He  thus  won  a  substantial  measure  of  success,  his  prosperity 
being  attributable  entirely  to  his  individual  effort. 

In  1858  Mr.  Hansche  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Tigges  and  to  them 
were  bom  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are  yet  living:  Mary,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Fred  Shermer,  of  Milwaukee,  and  has  four  children;  Ernst,  who  mar- 
ried Annie  Herzfeldt,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  and  is  now  living  in  Mil- 
waukee; Charles,  of  Kenosha,  who  wedded  Mary  Becker  and  has  two  chil- 
dren; Lydia,  at  home;  Frank,  who  married  Nita  Scheller  and  resides  in 
Racine ;  Albert,  of  Kenosha,  who  wedded  Freda  Klaiber  and  has  five  children ; 
and  Louis  C,  who  completes  the  family. 

In  his  political  vi6ws  E.  W.  Hansche  was  a  republican  with  firm  belief 
in  the  principles  of  the  party  but  he  never  sought  nor  desired  office.  He 
belonged  to  the  German  Baptist  church,  of  which  his  widow  is  a  member. 
She  still  makes  her  home  in  this  county  but  Mr.  Hansche  passed  away  on 
the  15th  of  April,  1913,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Mound  cemetery.  He 
was  then  seventy-seven  years  of  age  and  his  was  a  well  spent  and  active  life 
which  won  him  recognition  as  a  substantial  and  valued  citizen  of  Racine 
county. 


LOUIS  C.  HANSCHE. 


Louis  C.  Hansche,  son  of  E.  W.,  was  bom  October  13,  1880,  and  pursued  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when  he  con- 
centrated his  attention  upon  work  on  the  home  farm  and  has  since  there 
remained.  The  place  is  situated  on  section  37,  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
and  is  devoted  to  the  raising  of  garden  produce. 
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On  the  25th  of  June,  1904,  Louis  C.  Hansche  was  married  to  Miss  Mabel 
Fischer,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Katherine  Fischer.  They  have  five 
children:  Lester,  Ruth,  Marvel,  Leah  and  Milton,  the  three  oldest  now  in 
school.  Mr.  Hansche  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  man 
and  measures  of  the  republican  party  but  has  never  been  a  candidate  for 
office,  as  he  has  concentrated  his  activities  entirely  upon  the  work  of  the 
home  farm  and  in  its  cultivation  has  met  with  good  success. 


GEORGE  DE  6ARIS. 


George  De  Garis  has  departed  this  life,  but  many  who  knew  him  cherish 
his  memory,  for  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial,  respected  and 
worthy  citizens  of  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  remained  until  he 
passed  to  the  home  beyond  on  the  1st  of  March,  1908.  He  was  born  on  the 
isle  of  Guernsey,  January  14,  1839,  his  parents  being  Charles  and  Margaret 
De  Garis.  He  attended  the  common  schools  on  his  native  isle  and  when 
fifteen  years  of  age  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  after  which  he  con- 
tinued his  education  in  the  high  school  at  Racine  for  two  years.  In  early 
manhood  he  learned  the  pafnter's  trade  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  began 
taking  small  contracts.  His  business  steadily  increased  in  volume  and  im- 
portance until  he  was  accorded  a  liberal  patronage  as  a  painter.  He  con- 
tinued active  in  that  work  until  1876,  when  he  bought  a  farm  in  Somers 
township,  Kenosha  county,  residing  thereon  for  thirteen  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  sold  the  property  and  invested  in  eighteen  acres  in 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  Racine  county,  upon  which  he  resided  for  sixteen 
years  or  from  1892  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  1st  of  March,  1908, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  Mound  cemetery. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  1879,  Mr.  De  Garis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  E.  Derby,  a  daughter  of  William  S.  and  Mary  Derby,  the  former  a  native 
of  England  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  It  was  in  the  year  1842  that  her 
parents  came  to  Wisconsin  and  they  were  married  the  following  year  in 
Racine  county.  To  them  were  bom  three  children,  namely :  George  W.,  who 
passed  away  leaving  three  children ;  David  W.,  who  died  in  Cleburne,  Texas, 
leaving  a  widow  and  three  children;  and  Anna  E.  The  father,  Mr.  Derby, 
passed  away  April  1,  1877,  and  his  wife  survived  for  twenty  years,  her  death 
occurring  March  31,  1897,  when  her  grave  was  made  by  his  side  in  Mound 
cemetery.  They  were  consistent  and  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  and  Baptist  churches  and  Mr.  Derby  gave  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  republican  party. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Garis  were  born  three  children,  as  follows :  George  D., 
who  is  deceased ;  Stella  M.,  at  home ;  and  Charles  E.,  who  has  also  passed  away. 
Politically  Mr.  De  Garis  was  a  republican,  supporting  the  party  from  the  time 
age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He  held  road  offices  and 
was  also  an  official  in  connection  with  the  schools.  He  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  contributed  generously  of  his  means  to  its 
support.     Whatever  success  he  achieved  in  life  was  attributable  entirely  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


578  HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY 

his  own  efforts,  for  he  started  out  empty  handed  and  without  financial  assist- 
ance from  anyone  and  worked  his  way  steadily  upward.  His  diligence  and 
determination  enabled  him  to  overcome  all  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  m 
his  path,  for  he  possessed  a  resolute  spirit  and  when  one  avenue  of  oppor- 
tunity seemed  closed  he  carved  out  other  paths  which  would  enable  him  to 
reach  the  desired  goal. 


JOHN  FLETCHER. 


John  Fletcher,  a  well  known  farmer  residing  on  section  18,  Raymond  town- 
ship, has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Racine  county,  for  he  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship on  the  16th  of  June,  1858,  and  has  resided  here  continuously  since.  His 
parents,  Richard  and  Martha  (Dawson)  Fletcher,  were  both  natives  of  Eng- 
land but  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  early  life  and  were  married  in 
Raymond,  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  October  25,  1847.  The  father  took  up  a 
tract  of  government  land  in  Raymond  township,  met  with  success  in  his  farm- 
ing operations  and  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  prac- 
tically witnessed  the  entire  growth  and  development  of  this  section  of  the 
state,  as  he  came  here  in  pioneer  days  and,  like  many  other  early  settlers,  his 
first  home  was  a  log  cabin.  He  died  upon  the  old  homestead,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  his 
wife  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  They  had  three 
children:  Mary,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Jacobson,  a  resident  of 
North  Dakota;  John,  of  this  review;  and  Ellen,  who  died  a  number  of 
years  ago. 

John  Fletcher  is  indebted  to  the  district  schools  of  this  county  for  the 
educational  advantages  he  received.  He  early  became  familiar  with  farm- 
ing and  has  always  resided  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Raymond  township. 
After  his  father's  death  he  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  and  is 
today  the  owner  of  a  well  improved  and  valuable  farm.  In  early  manhood 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Christina  Smizer,  of  Raymond  township, 
who  died  in  1907,  leaving  no  children. 

Mr.  Fletcher  has  never  taken  much  interest  in  politics  but  always  sup- 
ports the  republican  party  and  never  withholds  his  aid  from  any  enterprise 
which  he  believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  is  a  progressive  and  up-to- 
date  farmer  and  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire  community. 


THORWALD  MARTIN  BECK. 

Thorwald  Martin  Beck,  who  on  the  1st  of  January,  1916,  became  a  part- 
ner in  the  law  firm  of  Storms,  Foley  &  Beck,  was  born  in  Denmark,  July  7. 
1889,  a  son  of  Thomas  C.  and  Bodil  Maria  Beck,  who  in  the  fall  of  1889 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States  and  made  their  way  into  the  interior 
of  the  country,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Washington  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
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they  resided  until  1907,  the  father  devoting  eighteen  years  to  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  then  removed  to  Racine,  where  he  has  since  lived 
retired. 

After  mastering  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  public  schools 
near  his  boyhood  home,  Thorwald  Martin  Beck  entered  Thiel  College  at 
Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  and  eventually  became  a  student  in  the  University 
of  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
with  the  class  of  1913.  He  then  continued  at  Madison  as  a  law  student 
and  won  his  LL.B.  degree  upon  graduation  in  1915.  Returning  to  Racine, 
he  entered  the  law  office  of  Storms  &  Foley  in  the  fall  of  1915  and  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1916,  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  and  is  thus  engaged  in 
practice.  Before  preparing  for  the  bar,  however,  he  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  having  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Beck  Brothers  in  1907 
and  1908.  His  education  also  included  a  business  course  in  Luther  College 
in  1907.  He  is  today  the  only  Danish  attorney  at  Racine  and  is  a  prominent 
and  active  young  man  whose  ambition  and  ability  are  winning  him  promo- 
tion, so  that  he  is  already  well  established  in  a  good  practice. 

Mr.  Beck  has  membership  in  the  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon,  also  in  the  Phi 
Alpha  Delta,  a  law  fraternity,  and  in  Theta  Nu  Epsilon,  an  honorary  class 
fraternity.  His  political  belief  is  that  of  the  republican  party  and  his  religious 
faith  that  of  the  Lutheran  church.  He  is  also  identifieed  with  the  Elks  and 
these  different  associations  indicate  the  nature  of  his  interests.  His  activity, 
however,  is  largely  concentrated  upon  his  chosen  profession  and  his  close 
application,  wide  reading  and  earnest  purpose  are  gaining  for  him  deserved 
success. 


HANS  PETER  SWENSEN. 

Hans  Peter  Swensen,  a  farmer  residing  on  section  24,  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  was  bom  in  LoUand,  Denmark,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1841,  his  par- 
ents being  Swen  and  Christina  (Hansen)  Swensen,  who  remained  residents 
of  Denmark  until  called  to  their  final  rest. 

Hans  P.  Swensen  attended  the  common  schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
fourteen,  when  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  provide  for  his  own  support 
and  began  learning  the  wagon  and  carriage  making  trade,  serving  as  an 
apprentice  for  five  years,,  during  which  period  he  gained  expert  knowl- 
edge of  the  business.  He  then  began  working  in  a  carriage  factory  in 
Lolland,  where  he  remained  until  twenty-six  years  of  age  or  until  April,. 
1867.  He  then  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world  and  came 
to  the  United  States,  having  a  most  pleasant  trip.  He  sailed  from  Liverpool 
and  was  two  weeks  in  reaching  Quebec,  from  which  point  he  continued  his 
journey  to  Racine.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  the  county.  He  at  first  began  work  in  the  Mitchell-Lewis  wagon 
factory  as  a  common  laborer  in  the  shops,  making  wagons  for  nine  months. 
He  was  then  employed  as  a  pattern  maker  and  to  do  extra  work  and  spent 
seven  years  in  that  connection.    He  afterward  entered  into  a  contract  to 
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make  boxes  and  seats  for  the  wagons  and  was  engaged  in  that  way  for  six 
years  or  until  1880,  when  he  was  given  charge  of  the  shop  work  and  acted 
as  shop  superintendent  from  1880  until  1913,  so  that  his  connection  with  the 
one  concern  covered  forty-five  years  and  nine  months.  No  higher  testimonial 
of  his  capability,  efficiency  and  trustworthiness  could  be  given.  It  indicates 
not  only  his  superior  knowledge  of  the  trade  but  his  loyalty  to  the  company 
which  he  represented,  and  to  the  fullest  extent  he  enjoyed  their  confidence 
and  goodwill.  At  the  end  of  that  long  period  he  removed  to  a  farm  of  ten 
acres  in  the  town  of  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  is  now  comfortably  located, 
occupying  a  fine  home  in  the  midst  of  a  small  but  well  developed  tract  of 
land. 

In  1872  Mr.  Swensen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Conradine  Nelsen 
and  they  have  become  parents  of  four  children:  Rudolph,  who  died  while 
completing  the  work  of  the  senior  year  in  the  dental  school  of  the  North- 
western University  at  Evanston,  Illinois ;  Arthur,  at  home ;  and  two  children 
who  died  in  infancy.* 

The  family  are  communicants  of  the  Holy  Communion  church.  Mr.  Swen- 
sen usually  votes  with  the  republican  party  but  does  not  hesitate  to  pick 
his  men  and  is  always  fearless  in  support  of  his  honest*  convictions.  He  has 
done  much  to  further  public  welfare  along  various  lines.  For  eight  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  in  Racine  and  for  two  or  ..three  years 
was  a  member  of  the  library  board.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his 
determination  to  come  to  the  new  world,  for  he  here  found  the  opportunities 
which  he  sought.  He  learned,  too,  that  in  America  labor  is  king  and  through 
his  unremitting  industry  he  gained  a  place  among  the  substantial  residents 
of  the  county,  long  occupying  a  most  cerditable,  responsible  and  honorable 
posiuon  in  connection  with  the  industrial  interests  of  the  city. 


THE  WISCONSIN  GAS  &  ELECTRIC  COMPANY. 

f he  Wisconsin  Gas  &  Electric  Company  was  organized  as  the  Racine 
Jas  Light  Company  about  1850,  and  on  the  1st  of  October,  1912,  .the  name 
iras  changed  to  its  present  form,  at  which  time  the  old  company  bought 
Ihe  Kenosha  Gas  &  Electric  Company  and  the  Kenosha  Electric  Railway 
Company.  In  1914  it  extended  its  gas  lines  to  serve  South  Milwaukee  and 
Cudahy,  and  on  the  1st  of  July,  1915,  the  plant  of  the  Watertown  (Wiscon- 
jin)  Gas  &  Electric  Company  was  purchased,  as  well  as  the  Fort  Atkinson 
•electric  transmission  system,  including  the  electric  light  and  power  business 
at  Johnson  Creek,  Jefferson,  Jefferson  Junction,  Lake  Mills  and  Fort  Atkin- 
(lon.  It  also  took  over  the  system  of  the  Burlington  Electric  Light  &  Power 
Company.  The  company  does  the  gas  business  in  Racine,  Kenosha  and  Water- 
iown  and  the  electric  railway  business  in  Kenosha.  In  1916,  the  company 
.extended  electric  service  to  Corliss,  Wisconsin.  During  the  past  four  years, 
flie  company  has  been  among  the  most  rapidly  growing  in  this  state.  The 
lompany  has  many  miles  of  mains,  and  something  of  the  development  of  the 
business  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  to-day  they  have  three  hundred  and  sixteen 
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employes.  The  company  does  not  handle  the  electricity  in  Racine.  The 
officers  of  the  company  are:  James  D.  Mortimer,  president;  S.  B.  Way, 
vice  president;  F.  J.  Boehm,  secretary  and  treasurer;  D.  E.  Callender,  general 
manager ;  and  E.  Jorgenson,  auditor.  The  Wisconsin  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
is  a  Wisconsin  corporation,  and  is  capitalized  at  one  million  six  hundred  fifty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  par  value  of  common  stock  and  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  par  value  of  preferred  stock.  All  the  stock  is 
owned  by  The  Wisconsin  Edison  Company,  Inc.  The  company  has  its  own 
bond  sales  department  and  has  bonds  to  the  value  of  two  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  outstanding.  The  business  has  developed  into  one  of  the 
foremost  enterprises  of  this  section  of  the  state,  constituting  an  important 
source  of  Racine's  financial  stability  and  strength. 


WALTER  R.  ROWLEY. 


Walter  R.  Rowley,  who  is  farming  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  well 
improved  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  has  always  lived,  was 
bom  May  5,  1869,  of  the  marriage  of  Joseph  and  Ellen  Rowley.  The  father 
came  to  Racine  county  in  1850  and  worked  at  the  butcher's  trade  for  three 
or  four  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  England,  his  native  land,  and  brought 
his  wife  to  the  new  world.  He  purchased  a  small  farm  and  in  connection 
with  the  cultivation  of  his  land  engaged  in  the  butchering  business.  For  ten 
or  twelve  years  he  followed  farming  and  then  removed  to  Lake  Geneva,  where 
he  lived  for  two  years.  At  length  he  returned  to  the  farm  which  he  owned 
in  Skunk  Grove  and  later  he  embarked  in  the  butchering  business  in  Racine, 
where  he  remained  for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  bought 
seventy-five  acres  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  townnhip,  which  he  cultivated, 
and  for  thirty  years  he  engaged  in  the  butchering  business,  retiring  from 
active  life  about  ten  years  before  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  He  passed 
away  in  1911  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mound  cemetery,  while  his  wife  died  in 
1910.  They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  Mr.  Rowley 
gave  his  political  support  to  the  democratic  party.  In  their  family  were  four 
children:  H.  J.  and  T.  H,  who  are  living  in  Racine;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
James  Corse,  of  Racine ;  and  Walter  R. 

The  last  named  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Mount  Pleasant  township  and  also  studied  for  a  time  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana, 
after  which  he  worked  with  his  father  until  the  latter 's  death.  He  has  always 
devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  is  today 
successfully  farming  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  rich  and  productive 
land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township.  His  place  is  well  improved  with  substantial 
buildings  and  modern  equipments,  including  all  farm  machinery  which  facili- 
tates the  work  in  the  fields. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1892,  Mr.  Rowley  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Poster, 
a  daughter  of  C.  S.  Foster,  of  Racine,  and  they  have  three  children:    Ger- 
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trade,  Eleanor  and  Joseph.  Mr.  Rowley  follows  an  independent  political 
course,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment,  with  little  regard 
for  party  ties.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has  filled  the  oflSce  of  road  commis- 
sioner, doing  much  to  keep  the  highways  in  good  condition,  and  for  three 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board.  His  interest  in  the  moral 
progress  of  the  community  is  indicated  in  his  membership  in  the  Baptist 
church. 


E.  E.  LEWIS. 


E.  E.  Lewis,  who  since  1904  has  been  busily  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres  on  section  13,  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  was  born  March  S,  1871,  in  the  township  which  is  still  his  home, 
his  parents  being  William  E.  and  Emily  (Clemmons)  Lewis.  He  obtained  a 
district  school  education  supplemented  by  a  college  course  in  the  Indiana 
Normal  school.  He  then  began  to  work  with  his  father  and  for  one  year  was 
employed  by  the  United  States  Express  Company  in  Racine,  after  which  he 
resumed  the  occupation  of  farming,  this  time  on  his  own  account,  purchasing 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres  of  land  which  he  has  since  owned  and  cul- 
tivated, making  his  home  upon  this  place  for  twelve  years.  Practically  all 
of  the  improvements  there  to  be  seen  are  his  work  and  indicate  his  progressive 
spirit  and  unfaltering  enterprise.  His  methods  are  practical  and  the  results 
which  follow  his  labors  are  very  substantial. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  1896,  Mr.  Lewis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Katie  Sewell,  a  daughter  of  Maidens  Sewell.  To  them  have  been  bom  three 
children,  as  follows:  Alta,  a  high  school  pupil  in  Racine;  and  Elliott  and 
Emily,  who  are  also  attending  school.  Fraternally  Mr.  Lewis  is  connected 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  at  Corliss  and  his  religious  faith  is  manifest 
in  his  membership  in  the  Freewill  Baptist  church  at  Mygatts  Corners.  His 
political  opinions  usually  coincide  with  the  principles  of  the  republican  party 
and  he  has  served  in  the  office  of  town  clerk  for  seven  years.  He  does  not 
manifest  a  mere  perfunctory  interest  in  public  affairs  but  co-operates  heartily 
in  plans  for  the  general  good  and  is  classed  among  the  progressive  citizens 
of  the  community  in  which  his  entire  life  has  been  passed. 


NICHOLAS  DE  MOULPIED. 

Almost  three-quarters  of  a  century  have  come  and  gone  since  Nicholas 
De  Moulpied  became  a  resident  of  southeastern  Wisconsin,  and  throughout 
the  intervening  period  to  his  death  he  wa«  closely  associated  with  agricul- 
tural interests  in  Kenosha  and  Racine  counties.  He  was  born  in  Guernsey, 
September  25,  1819,  the  same  day  on  which  occurred  the  birth  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria, and  after  spending  his  youthful  days  on  his  native  isle  and  acquiring 
a  public  school  education  there  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States 
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when  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  made  his  way  to  Southport,  now  Kenosha, 
and  for  a  year  was  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Somers  in  Kenosha  county. 
He  afterward  came  to  Racine  county  and  bought  one  hundred  acres,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  farming  property  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres.  Energy  and  indus- 
try characterized  him  in  all  of  his  undertakings  and  his  work  was  attended 
with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  His  entire  life  was  given  to  general 
farming  and  he  never  sought  to  figure  prominently  in  any  public  connection, 
but  his  diligence  and  determination  in  business  brought  good  results  and  he 
was  accounted  one  of  the  representative  residents  of  his  community. 

In  1849  Mr.  De  Moulpied  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  Alinda 
Hosmer,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Lura  Hosmer.  To  them  were  born  six 
children,  as  follows:  Eliza,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  John  Emer- 
son ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Edwin  Noble ;  Martin,  who  is  deceased  and  lies  buried 
in  Galveston;  Thomas,  residing  in  Michigan,  who  wedded  Miss  Lavina  John- 
son, who  passed  away  leaving  three  children ;  Lura,  the  wife  of  Edwin  Bishop, 
of  Racine,  by  whom  she  has  one  child ;  and  John  Albert. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  De  Moulpied  was  an  earnest  republican  from 
the  organization  of  the  party  and  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board 
and  also  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  passed  away  in  the  year 
1875  and  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  his  wife  survived,  her  death 
occurring  in  1899.  Thus  passed  to  the  home  beyond  two  of  the  valued 
pioneer  residents  of  the  county.  They  were  members  of  the  Freewill  Bap- 
tist church  at  Mygatts  Comers  and  were  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
them,  their  many  good  qualities  winning  for  them  merited  regard. 


JOHN  ALBERT  DE  MOULPIED. 

John  Albert  De  Moulpied,  representing  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Racine  county,  was  bom  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  September  18, 
1865,  a  son  of  Nicholas  De  Moulpied,  whose  sketch  is  given  above.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  and  afterward  spent  a  year  in  study  in  the 
schools  of  Racine,  subsequent  to  which  time  he  returned  to  the  farm,  whereon 
he  has  since  remained  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  South  Dakota 
near  Alexandria.  Like  his  father,  he  has  always  carried  oh  agricultural 
pursuits  and  he  has  brought  his  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  his  fields 
annually  returning  to  him  golden  harvests.  He  is  diligent  and  energetic 
in  promoting  his  work  and  utilizes  modem  scientific  methods  of  farming 
in  the  further  care  and  cultivation  of  his  place. 

In  1901  Mr.  De  Moulpied  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Jane 
Acklam,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  Acklam.  They  have  two  children, 
Milton  John  and  Lauren  Nichols. 

Mr.  De  Moulpied  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  republican  party  and 
has  never  seen  occasion  to  change  his  political  allegiance,  for  his  judgment 
sanctions  its  policy.  However,  at  local  elections,  where  no  issue  is  involved, 
he  votes  independently.    For  two  terms  he  has  filled  the  oflBce  of  town  treas- 
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urer,  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  two  years  and  has  been  road 
superintendent.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
to  which  he  loyally  adheres.  At  all  times  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  co-operate 
in  plans  and  measures  for  the  general  good  and  at  the  same  time  he  care- 
fully and  successfully  manages  and  cultivates  his  farm  of  seventy-five  acres, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  well  developed  properties  of  Mount  Pleasant  township. 


GEORGE  ACKLAM. 


The  decade  of  the  '40s  brought  to  southeastern  Wisconsin  many  citizen* 
who  became  permanent  residents  and  were  active  in  promoting  conditions 
that  have  brought  about  present-day  progress  and  prosperity.  To  this  num- 
ber belonged  George  Acklam,  who  arrived  in  Racine  in  1849,  being  at  that 
time  a  man  of  about  thirty-two  years,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  England 
in  1817.  He  pursued  a  common  school  education  and  there  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1848,  when  he  determined  to  embrace  the  opportunities  offered  in 
the  new  world  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States.  For  a  year 
he  resided  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  and  then  came  northward  to  Racine 
in  1849.  He  secured  employment  in  the  Bell  soap  factory  on  what  is  now 
Standard  street,  but  after  a  few  years,  when  the  Wilmot  plank  road  was 
built,  he  took  charge  of  a  toll  gate  and  continued  to  fill  that  position  to  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1855. 

It  was  in  1848  Mr.  Acklam  was  married  to  Miss  Harriett  Bean,  a  daughter 
of  John  Bean,  who  passed  away  in  England.  To  them  were  born  four 
children,  as  follows:  George  Edmond,  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri; 
Thomas  Henry,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work; 
William  Wellborn;  and  Alice,  who  is  deceased.  In  1857  the  mother  was 
again  married,  her  second  union  being  with  Alfred  Williams,  by  whom  she 
had  three  children,  namely:  Harriett,  who  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  J.  Parks 
and  resides  in  Pranksville,  Wisconsin;  Alfred,  living  in  Racine;  and  Sarah, 
who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  John  Spencer,  of  Racine.  The  parents 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  lived  the  lives  of  earnest,  consistent 
Christian  people.    In  his  political  views  Mr.  Acklam  was  a  whig. 


WILLIAM  WELLBORN  ACKLAM. 

Throughout  practically  his  entire  life  William  Wellborn  Acklam  has  been 
a  resident  of  Racine  county  and  from  the  age  of  fifteen  years  has  been  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  resources,  being  therefore  a  self-made  man.  He  was 
born  July  27,  1854,  of  the  marriage  of  George  and  Harriett  (Bean)  Acklam, 
and  in  his  youthful  days  attended  the  common  schools  of  Racine  and  after- 
ward the  district  schools  of  Mount  Pleasant  township,  but  his  textbooks 
were  put  aside  when  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  and  he  started  out  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account.     For  two  years  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods 
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of  northern  Wisconsin  and  at  different  periods  was  employed  at  various 
places  in  Wisconsin.  Later  he  went  to  Sac  county,  Iowa,  driving  a  team 
from  Corliss,  this  state,  across  the  plains.  After  two  years  there  passed  he 
returned  and  has  since  continuously  lived  in  Racine  county.  For  fourteen 
years  he  engaged  in  teaming  in  Racine,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  pur- 
chased thirteen  and  one-half  acres  of  land  on  section  25,  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship, and  has  made  his  home  thereon  continuously  since,  his  labors  being 
devoted  to  the  further  development  and  improvement  of  the  property. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  1888,  Mr.  Acklam  was  married  to  Miss  Katherine 
Aszmus,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Katherine  (Rice)  Aszmus,  the  former 
a  native  of  France  and  the  latter  of  Germany.  Her  parents  came  to  the 
United  States  about  1828  and  were  married  in  New  York  city,  where  they 
remained  for  twenty-two  years.  Subsequently  they  became  residents  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  where  the  father  conducted  the  first  repair  shop  of  that  place. 
In  1876  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Indiana,  where  he  resided  for  two 
years  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  came  to  Racine,  being  employed 
in  the  Racine  Wagon  Works.  He  afterward  spent  eleven  years  in  the 
Mitchell  Wagon  Works  and  thus  led  a  life  of  usefulness  and  untiring  activity. 
He  died  in  the  year  1892,  while  his  wife  survived  until  1896  and  was  laid 
to  rest  by  his  side  in  Mound  cemetery.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Acklam 
were  born  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Harry,  who  is  deceased;  Jesse,  who 
wedded  Miss  Marie  Petersen  and  resides  in  Racine;  Martha,  who  died  in 
infancy ;  Roy,  a  resident  of  Racine ;  Ida,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to 
Carl  Herring ;  Sadie,  the  wife  of  Harvey  Krinkey ;  and  Florence,  Ira,  William. 
Ruth  and  Loretta,  all  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Acklam  is  a  republican  but  at  local  elections  votes  inde- 
pendently, regarding  only  the  capability  of  the  candidate.  He  belongs  to 
the  Baptist  church  and  his  life  is  guided  by  its  teachings.  He  represents 
one  of  the  old  families  of  the  county  and  for  more  than  six  decades  he  has 
been  a  witness  of  the  development  and  progress  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
He  has  ever  been  deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  improvement  here  and  his 
labors  have  brought  good  results. 


GEORGE  HOLLER. 


George  Holler,  making  his  home  on  section  27,  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  for  almost  a  third  of  a  century.  He  was 
born  in  Germany  on  the  28th  of  December,  1858,  a  son  of  John  Holler.  .His 
educational  privileges  were  somewhat  limited.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eleven,  when  he  began  providing  for  his 
own  support  by  working  as  a  farm  hand,  in  which  connection  he  was  employed 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen.  Then  in  accordance  with  the  military 
laws  of  his  country  he  joined  the  army  and  served  for  three  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  two  years,  and  in  1884  he  left  the  fatherland  for  the  new  world. 

On  reaching  American  shores  Mr.  Holler  at  once  made  his  way  to  Racine 
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county  and  for  twelve  years  was  employed  in  the  Case  foundry,  his  capability 
and  fidelity  being  indicated  in  his  long  connection  with  that  one  business.  At 
the  end  of  that  period  he  began  farming  and  in  1899  he  purchased  forty  acres, 
to  which  he  has  added  at  intervals  as  opportunity  has  come  to  him  until  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land  on  section  27, 
Mount  Pleasant  township.  He  carefully  cultivates  his  farm  according  to 
modern  methods  and  the  fields  produce  good  crops,  while  everything  about  the 
place  indicates  his  careful  direction  and  his  progressive  spirit. 

Thirty-three  years  ago  Mr.  Holler  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Grine  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children  who  are  yet  living :  George,  Mary, 
John,  Joe,  Peter,  Alice,  Margaret,  Katie  and  Jennie.  In  religious  faith  the 
family  are.  Catholics  and  Mr.  Holler  belongs  also  to  the  Catholic  Knights.  In 
politics  he  maintains  an  independent  course,  supporting  the  best  man.  He  has 
never  sought  nor  desired  oflSce,  preferring  always- to  give  undivided  attention 
to  his  business  affairs,  and  it  is  upon  his  careful  management,  close  application 
and  unfaltering  industry  that  he  has  built  his  success. 


SAMUEL  BARNUM  WALKER. 

Samuel  Bamum  Walker,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  on  section  19, 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  has  an  excellent  tract  of  land  and  the  soil,  natur- 
ally rich  and  productive,  readily  responds  to  the  care  and  labor  bestowed  upon 
it.  For  a  long  period  he  has  made  dairying  an  important  feature  of  his  busi- 
ness and  in  this  connection  has  become  widely  known.  He  was  bom  in 
Leavittsburg,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  June  20,  1861,  a  son  of  John  B.  and 
Ellen  (Whiteley)  Walker,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England.  They 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1842  and  settled  at  Elgin,  Illinois,  where  they 
were  married.  In  1847  they  removed  to  Ohio  and  remained  residents  of 
that  state  until  1878,  when  they  came  to  Racine  county,  where  they  lived 
with  their  son,  Samuel  B.  Later,  however,  they  returned  to  Ohio  and  in 
that  state  passed  away.  The  father  was  a  woolen  manufacturer.  His  poli^ 
ical  indorsement  was  given  to  the  republican  party  and  his  religious  faith 
was  that  of  the  Episcopal  church.  In  his  family  were  seven  children:  Eli  B.; 
Charles;  Frank  and  Frankie,  both  deceased;  William  A.,  living  in  Racine; 
Mary  E.,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio ;  and  Samuel  Bamum. 

The  last  named  devoted  his  youth  to  the  acquirement  of  a  common  school 
education  and  to  assisting  his  father.  He  learned  the  woolen  manufacturing 
trade  in  the  mills  of  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  until  he  was  about  eighteen 
years  old.  He  then  left  home  and  came  to  Racine  county,  arriving  here  in 
1878.  For  four  years  he  was  employed  by  R.  M.  Walker,  after  which  he 
rented  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  and  carried  on  farming  for 
four  years.  Still  later  he  rented  another  farm  for  one  year  and  he  afterward 
spent  two  years  in  the  position  of  foreman  on  the  Isaac  Elders  farm,  com- 
prising three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  to^iTLship. 

About  that  time  Mr.  Walker  was  married  and  went  to  Pindlay,  Ohio, 
where  he  took  charge  of  a  veneer  factory  for  his  brother,  the  business  being 
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conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Racine  Refrigerator  Company.  Later  he 
returned  to  this  county  and  purchased  ten  acres  of  land.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  an  excellent  tract  of  ninety  acres. 
He  started  a  dairy  and  has  since  engaged  in  the  milk  business,  continuing 
in  active  connection  therewith  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  For  fourteen 
years  he  peddled  milk  himself  and  he  still  (:eeps  cows  but  does  not  engage 
as  extensively  as  formerly  in  the  milk  trade. 

It  was  in  1890  that  Mr.  Walker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
Davis,  a  daughter  of  David  Davis,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Racine 
cbunty,  arriving  here  in  1842.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  have  become  the  parents 
of  four  children:  David,  who  married  Ruth  Cheeseman,  of  Mount  Pleasant; 
Charles  and  William  Allan,  both  of  whom  are  attending  the  State  University 
at  Madison ;  and  Samuel  Burton,  who  is  a  student  in  the  high  school  at  Racine. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Walker  is  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  at  Cor- 
liss and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a  republican,  yet  docs  not  consider  himself 
bound  by  party  ties  and  at  local  elections  votes  for  the  best  man.  He  has 
been  town  supervisor  for  two  years  and  has  recently  been  re-elected.  He  has 
also  been  clerk  of  the  school  board  and  for  twenty-five  years  served  as  roadmas- 
ter.  He  belongs  to  the  Freewill  Baptist  church  at  Mygatts  Corners  and  he 
manifests  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  moral  progress  of  his  com- 
munity. When  he  first  came  to  Racine  county  he  had  a  capital  of  but  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter  and  was  in  debt.  He  worked  for  two  months  for  five  dollars 
per  month  but  since  that  time  success  has  crowned  his  labors,  for  he  has 
been  diligent  and  persistent,  energetic  and  honorable  and  these  qualities  never 
fail  to  reap  their  just  reward. 


M.  0.  MORTENSEN. 


M.  0.  Mortensen  occupies  one  of  the  pioneer  brick  residences  of  Racine 
county,  standing  in  the  midst  of  an  excellent  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
acres  on  section  32,  Caledonia  township,  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  business 
afl^airs  he  is  meeting  with  substantial  and  well  merited  success.  His  attention 
is  now  given  to  general  farming  and  dairying,  but  for  thirty  years  he  was 
active  in  the  creamery  business.  His  birth  occurred  in  Denmark  on  the  17th 
of  March,  1861,  his  parents  being  James  and  Maren  (Jensen)  Mortensen,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Denmark,  born  in  1832  and  1834,  respectively.  The 
father  followed  farming  until  a  few  years  prior  to  his  death  and  later  en- 
gaged in  carrying  the  mail,  being  the  first  rural  route  government  mail  car- 
rier from  Horsens,  Denmark.  He  died  in  the  year  1906,  having  for  an  ex- 
tended period  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1878.  They  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  friend- 
ship of  all  who  knew  them.  Their  family  numbered  twelve  children,  of  whom 
six  are  yet  living.  Morton  3,  came  to  the  new  world  and  has  since  returned 
to  Denmark.  Dusina  is  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Peterson,  who  holds  an  important 
position  with  a  manufacturing  company  of  Racine. 
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In  the  schools  of  his  native  country  M.  0.  Mortensen  pursued  his  educa- 
tion and  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-six  years  when  in  the  spring  of  1887  he 
arrived  in  Racine  county.  He  had  learned  the  creamery  business  in  his  native 
country  and  had  also  followed  that  pursuit  in  Canada  for  a  year.  After 
reaching  Wisconsin  he  again  engaged  in  the  creamery  business  and  devoted 
altogether  about  thirty  years  to  that  undertaking,  meeting  with  substantial 
success  by  reason  of  his  careful  management,  honorable  methods  and  unfail- 
ing enterprise.  In  1910,  he  purchased  a  farm  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land  on  section  32,  Cale- 
donia township.  On  this  he  built  a  large  barn  and  also  a  big  silo  and  there 
are  to  be  seen  upon  the  place  the  most  modern  improvements  and  conveniences 
for  facilitating  the  work.  He  raises  the  best  grade  of  Holstein  cattle  and 
dairying  constitutes  one  of  the  important  features  of  his  plaice,  although  he 
still  carries  on  general  farming  and  has  brought  his  land  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation. 

In  1885  Mr.  Mortensen  was  married  in  Sweden  to  Miss  Mathilda  Jansson, 
who  was  born  in  that  country,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Olson.  Her 
father  was  a  carpenter  and  by  following  that  trade  provided  for  his  family  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living,  three  being  residents  of  America. 
These  are :  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Peter  Styberg,  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  a 
resident  of  Racine ;  Mrs.  Mortensen ;  and  Eureka,  the  wife  of  0.  B.  Seaholm, 
who  is  shipping  boss  for  a  manufacturing  company  of  Racine.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mortensen  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living, 
Blsa,  J.  Christian  and  Lilly.  Another  daughter,  who  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  and  who  was  named  Lilly,  has  passed  away.  The  son,  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  was  graduated  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  from  The  Palmer  School  of  Chiro- 
practic, having  previously  graduated  from  Racine  College.  He  is  how  located 
in  Kenosha,  where  he  enjoys  a  fine  practice.  On  June  24,  1916,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Jenette  D.  Donnelly,  daughter  of  Judge  Joseph  6. 
and  Lois  Donnelly,  of  Milwaukee.  He  is  now  located  in  Kenosha,  ^here  he 
enjoys  a  fine  practice.  The  daughter,  Elsa,  is  following  a  musical  education 
in  piano  and  violin  and  has  a  splendid  class  of  pupils  in  music.  The  family  is 
well  known  in  Racine  county,  where  M.  0.  Mortensen  has  won  a  creditable 
position  as  a  progressive  and  successful  business  man,  who  throughout  his 
entire  life  has  carefully  directed  his  labors  and  by  earnest  and  persistent  ef- 
fort has  won  the  success  which  he  now  enjoys. 


JEROME  J.  FOLEY. 


Jerome  J.  Foley,  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Racine  bar,  who,  how- 
ever, has  already  gained  for  himself  a  place  as  a  practitioner  in  the  courts  of 
his  district,  was  born  in  Racine,  November  14,  1886,  a  son  of  Edmond  and 
Mary  (Rooney)  Foley,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  Racine,  respectively. 
In  the  70s  the  father  arrived  in  this  city,  where  he  conducted  business  as  a 
mechanic.  He  married  Mary  Rooney,  a  daughter  of  James  Rooney,  who  came 
to  Racine  in  1855  and  was  also  a  mechanic. 
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In  his  youthful  days  Jerome  J.  Foley  attended  St.  Patrick's  parochial 
school  and  afterward  entered  the  public  schools,  completing  his  course  by 
graduation  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1904.  He  then  entered 
Marquette  University  at  Milwaukee  as  a  student  in  the  law  department  and 
after  mastering  his  course  there  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1913.  He  has 
since  practiced  in  Racine  and  is  now  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Storms,  Foley  & 
Beck.  He  never  neglects  to  give  a  thorough  preparation  and  is  always  well 
qualified  to  meet  the  attacks  of  the  opposing  counsel  when  he  enters  court  for 
the  trial  of  a  cause.  Moreover,  his  devotion  to  his  clients'  interests  is  widely 
recognized.  ' 

Mr.  Foley  belongs  to  St.  Patrick 's  Catholic  church  and  also  to  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  politics  he  is  a 
democrat  but  has  never  sought  public  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  at- 
tention i^pon  his  professional  duties,  which  are  growing  in  volume  and  im- 
portance. 


CARL  MICKELSEN. 


On  starting  out  in  life  Carl  .Mickelsen  realized  fully  that  if  success  was  to 
be  his  it  must  be  gained  through  earnest,  persistent  and  unfaltering  effort, 
and  thus  it  is  that  he  has  worked  diligently  year  after  year,  making  steady 
progress  until  now  he  is  the  owner  of  a  very  desirable  farm  of  eighty-four 
acres  situated  on  section  27,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  and  supplied  with 
many  modem  improvements  and  equipments.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
section  of  the  state  from  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  was  born  in  LoUand, 
Denmark,  September  5,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Katherine  Petersen. 
The  father  died  in  Denmark,  after  which  the  mother  came  to  the  United  States 
and  is  now  living  in  Racine. 

Carl  Mickelsen  attended  school  in  his  native  county  until -he  reached  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  began  to  provide  for  his  own  supports  by 
working  as  a  farm  hand,  in  which  manner  he  was  employed  for  six  years. 
Thinking  that  he  would  have  better  opportunities  in  the  new  world  where  com- 
petition is  not  so  great  and  where  advancement  is  more-  quickly  secured,  he 
bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land  in  1886  and  sailed  for  America.  He 
did  not  tarry  on  the  Atlantic  coast  but  made  his  way  at  once  into  the  interior 
of  the  country  and  for  a  year  was  employed  at  farm  labor  in  Racine  county. 
He  afterward  worked  at  odd  jobs — ^tile  ditching,  dairying  and  in  other  ways — 
and  was  also  employed  in  the  shops  of  Racine  for  five  years.  Throughout  this 
entire  period  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings,  living  most  frugally,  and  at 
length  by  practicing  close  economy  and  industry  he  acquired  a  sum  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  purchase  a  farm.  The  year  1906  saw  the  fulfillment  of  his 
hope  in  that  regard,  for  he  became  owner  of  seventy-four  acres  of  land  on 
section  27,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  to  which  he  has  since  added  a  tract  of 
ten  acres.  His  place  is  all  well  improved  and  the  farm  presents  a  neat  and 
pleasing  appearance.  The  fields  are  carefully  cultivated  and  indicate  the 
care  which  Mr.  Mickelsen  displays  in  carrying  on  his  farming  interests. 
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In  1892  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mickelsen  and  Miss  Margaret  Olsen 
and  to  them  have  been  born  nine  children:  Arthur,  Alma,  Agnes,  William, 
Nora,  Harold,  Edna,  Carl  and  Viola.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mickelsen  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church  in  Racine  and  in  politics  he  follows  an  independent 
course,  considering  the  capability  of  the  candidate  rather  than  his  party  al- 
legiance. He  rejoices  in  the  progress  made  by  the  county,  but  he  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker,  preferring  always  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his 
business  duties.  He  has  worked  hard  and  his  indefatigable  energy  and  un- 
faltering industry  have  been  the  basic  elements  in  his  growing  and  well  de- 
served success. 


THOMAS  M.  DAVIES. 


Thomas  M.  Davies,  a  lifelong  resident  of  Racine  county,  save  for  a  brief 
period  spent  in  Iowa,  is  now  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing on  section  34,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  has  made  his  home  con- 
tinuously since  1882.  He  was  born  April  2,  1851,  in  the  town  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Racine  County,  a  son  of  Morris  and  Mary  Davies,  who  were  natives  of 
Wales  and  early  in  1843  crossed  the  Atlantic,  making  their  way  at  once  to 
this  county.  The  family  home  was  established  in  Mount  Pleasant  township 
and  there  the  father  continued  to  engage  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1886.  His  wife  survived  him  for  almost  two  decades,  passing 
away  in  1905,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Mound  cemetery.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Congregational  church,  the  teachings  of  which 
guided  them  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  in  his  political  views  Mr.  Davies 
was  a  republican. 

Thomas  M.  Davies  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  four  are 
now  living.  At  the  usual  age  he  became  a  pupil  in  the  district  schools,  which 
he  attended  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen,  after  which  he  gave  his  un- 
divided attention  to  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Iowa  and  spent  about  eight  or  nine  months  in 
the  vicinity  of  Iowa  City,  but  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  returned  and 
began  farming  on  his  own  account  on  rented  land.  He  carefully  saved  his 
earnings  until  his  frugality  and  enterprise  had  brought  him  a  sufficient  sum 
to  enable  him  in  1882  to  purchase  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land. 
Upon  this  farm  he  has  since  remained  and  in  the  intervening  period,  covering 
more  than  a  third  of  a  century,  his  labors  have  wrought  a  marked  change  in 
the  appearance  of  the  place  owing  to  his  progressive  method  of  developing 
the  fields,  cultivating  the  crops  and  adding  all  modern  improvements  in  the 
way  of  farm  machinery  and  other  equipment. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1885,  Mr.  Davies  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Jones,  a  daughter  of  Edward  H.  and  Sarah  Jones,  who  were  early  settlers  of 
this  county,  but  were  natives  of  Wales,  where  they  were  reared  anS  married, 
coming  to  the  United  States  about  3850.  They  at  once  established  their  home 
in  Racine  county  and  the  father  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he 
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followed  continuously  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  W89.  His  wife  sur- 
vived until  1905  and  their  graves  were  made  in  Mound  cemetery.  They  were 
both  worthy  Christian  people,  holding  membership  in  the  Welsh  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  in  his  political  views  Mr.  Jones  was  a  republican.  They 
had  a  family  of  seven  children :  Edward,  Ann,  Harry  and  Solomon,  all  four 
of  whom  are  deceased;  and  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah,  who  are  still  living. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davies  were  born  six  children:  William,  living  in  Mount 
Pleasant ;  Annie,  the  wife  of  Elmer  Acklam ;  Edna,  the  wife  of  Arthur  Wilson ; 
Elmer,  living  in  Kenosha  county;  and  Eddie  and- Edgar,  twins,  at  home. 

Mr.  Davies  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  at  Corliss.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  for  six  years  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board.  He  was  also  road  commissioner  for 
a  number  of  years  and  has  always  been  loyal  in  his  duties  of  citizenship,  doing 
everything  in  his  power  to  promote  public  progress  and  to  uphold  those  inter- 
ests ^which  are  a  matter  of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride.  His  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  the  community  finds  in  him  a  rep- 
resentative citizen,  a  capable  business  man  and  a  faithful  friend.  In  all  his 
business  career  he  has  ever  recognized  the  fact  that  industry  is  the  basis  of  all 
honorable  success  and  upon  his  diligence  and  determination  he  has  built  his 
prosperity. 


CHARLES  H.  BULL. 


When  Charles  H.  Bull  passed  away  Racine  county  lost  a  citizen  who  had 
long  been  numbered  with  the  representative  agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  He  owned  and  cultivated  a  fine  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  31, 
Raymond  township,  and  his  business  affairs  were  carefully  and  wisely  man- 
aged. New  York  numbered  him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Cayuga  county  on  the  6th  of  June,  1839.  His  father,  De  Grove  Bull, 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  state,  where  he  spent  his  youthful  days  upon 
a  farm  and  later  took  up  that  occupation  as  a  life  work.  In  early  manhood 
he  wedded  Amanda  Crosby  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 
They  retained  their  residence  in  New  York  until  1846,  when  they  started  for 
the  middle  west,  making  the  journey  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Racine  county, 
where  De  Grove  Bull  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  his  son  Charles  resided 
for  many  years.  At  the  time  of  the  purchase  the  tract  was  wild  land  entirely 
undeveloped  and  unimproved  and  the  first  home  of  the  family  was  a  log  cabin 
in  which  they  lived  in  true  frontier  style,  meeting  all  of  the  experiences  and 
hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life.  With  characteristic  energy  the  father  be- 
gan the  development  of  his  farm,  whereon  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1867,  when  seventy-two  years  of  age.  His  fel- 
low townsmen,  appreciating  his  worth  and  ability,  had  several  times  called 
him  to  public  oflice  and  he  discharged  his  duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity 
but  preferred  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business.     In  politics  he 
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was  a  democrat.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a  number  of  years  and  died  in 
Racine  in  1880. 

Charles  H.  Bull  was  one  of  their  eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  dau^- 
ters,  and  was  a  little  lad  of  but  seven  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Wisconsin.  His  education  was-  obtained  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  the 
county,  but  though  his  opportunities  in  that  direction  were  somewhat  limited, 
his  training  at  farm  work  was  not  meager.  From  an  early  age  he  assisted  in 
the  development  of  the  fields  upon  the  home  place  and  when  his  father  passed 
away  Charles  H.  Bull,  then  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  assumed  the 
management  of  the  farm  and  devoted  his  remaining  days  to  the  cultivation  of 
a  good  tract  of  land  of  eighty  acres  on  section  31,  Raymond  township.  In  ad- 
dition to  tilling  the  soil  he  engaged  in  breeding  horses  and  had  considerable 
fine  blooded  stock  upon  his  place. 

It  was  in  1866,  in  Dover  township,  that  Mr.  Bull  wedded  Miss  Mary  Wikon, 
a  native  of  the  Empire  state  and  a  daughter  of  Andrew  H.  and  Mary  A.  "Wil- 
son. They  became  the  parents  of  five  children;  De  Grove;  Andrew;  May; 
Fred  W.,  and  Chas.,  deceased.  In  his  political  views  the  father  was  ever 
an  earnest  democrat  from  the  time  when  he  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot 
for  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  Corinthian  Lodge, 
No.  156,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Union  Grove,  and  of  the  Modem  Woodmen  camp 
at  North  Cape.  Practically  his  entire  life  was  spent  in  this  county  and  he 
possessed  many  sterling  traits  of  character  which  won  him  the  high  regard  and 
good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  was  found  reliable  in 
business,  loyal  in  citizenship  and  faithful  to  the  ties  of  home  and  friendship 
and  thus  it  was,  when  he  passed  away  on  the  26th  of  November,  1914,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years,  that  his  death  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  wide- 
spread regret. 


DE  GROVE  BULL. 


De  Grove  Bull,  living  on  section  26,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  was  born 
in  Raymond  township,  October  1,  1867,  and  in  his  youthful  days  enjoyed  the 
educational  advantages  offered  by  the  common  schools,  while  later  he  attended 
Rochester  Academy  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming  with  his  father  for  three  years  and  then  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  secured  a  position  with  Marshall  Field  &  Company,  serving  in  the 
shipping  department  for  about  seven  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  returned  to  Racine  county  and  again  worked  upon  his  father's  farm  for 
three  years.  He  then  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  culti- 
vated his  father's  place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  now  for  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years  he  has  lived  upon  this  farm,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  improvement.  From  early  spring  planting  until  crops 
are  harvested  in  the  late  autumn  there  is  no  feature  of  his  farm  work  that  is 
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neglected.    He  watches  all  details  pointing  to  success  and  his  careful  man- 
agement is  bringing  to  him  the  merited  reward  of  labor. 

In  1906  Mr.  Bull  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Hay,  a  daughter  of  George 
Hay,  of  Racine,  and  they  have  two  children  living,  Charles  and  George,  and 
have  lost  one  child.  Mr.  Bull  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  at 
Racine  and  the  Woodmen  camp  at  North  Cape.  His  political  indorsement  is 
given  to  the  republican  party.  He  has  many  sterling  characteristics  and  his 
fellow  townsmen  and  those  who  have  had  business  relations  with  him  speak 
of  him  in  terms  of  high  regard,  knowing  that  his  word  is  ever  reliable  and  that 
he  may  be  counted  upon  at  all  times  to  do  that  which  he  believes  to  be  right. 


PHILH?  BRAUN. 


Philip  Braun,  owner  of  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  on  section  7,  Caledonia  town- 
ship, is  carrying  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  dairying  and  both 
branches  of  his  business  are  bringing  him  substantial  success.  His  farm  is 
well  improved  according  to  modern  standards  and  his  methods  indicate  a  pro- 
gressive spirit.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  April  29,  1865,  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Katherine  (Rauguth)  Braun,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Rauguth,  who 
came  to  the  new  world  with  the  parents  of  Philip  Braun  and  spent  his  remain- 
ing days  in  Caledonia  township.  It  was  about  1866  that  the  family  crossed  the 
Atltantic  to  the  new  world,  settling  first  in  Milwaukee  county,  whence  a  re- 
moval was  made  to  Caledonia  township,  Racing  county,  where  Peter  Braun 
purchased  ten  acres  of  land.  He  died  in  the  year  1867,  while  his  wife,  who 
was  bom  in  1827,  survived  him  for  two  decades,  passing  away  in  1887.  Their 
religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Catholic  church.  They  had  two  children,  the 
elder  being  a  daughter,  Maggie,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  Peterson,  a 
carpenter  of  Milwaukee  county. 

Philip  Braun  was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools  and  when  his  text- 
books were  put  aside  began  earning  his  living  at  the  occupation  of  farming, 
being  employed  as  a  farm  hand  until  he  was  able  to  save  from  his  earnings 
a  sum  suflScient  to  purchase  a  farm.  He  then  bought  forty  acres,  which  he 
acquired  when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  To  this  he  has  added  a  twenty-acre 
tract,  so  that  his  place  now  comprises  sixty  acres.  His  land  is  arable  and  he 
brought  his  fields  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  carefully  tilling  the  soil  so 
that  substantial  crops  are  annually  gathered.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  carries  on  dairying,  milking  mostly  Holstein  cows.  He  makes 
butter,  which  he  sells  in  Milwaukee,  and  the  excellence  of  the  product  secures 
the  highest  market  price.  He  has  built  a  nice  home  and  has  good  outbuild- 
ings upon  his  place,  furnishing  ample  shelter  for  grain  and  stock.  He  has  also 
put  up  a  large  silo,  so  that  he  is  able  to  furnish  green  fodder  to  his  stock 
throughout  the  winter. 

In  1888  Mr.  Braun  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Searing,  a  native  of  this 
county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five  children:  Mary,  who  is  now  a  sister 
in  the  Convent  of  St.  Francis  at  Milwaukee;  Agnes,  Albert,  Norbert  and 
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Marcella,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  St.  Louis 
Catholic  church  of  Caledonia  and  in  political  belief  Mr.  Braun  is  a  democrat. 
He  has  justly  won  the  proud  American  title  of  a  self-made  man,  for  every 
dollar  which  he  possesses  he  has  earned,  and  in  carrying  on  his  farm  work  he 
has  been  diligent,  determined  and  progressive.  His  life  record  therefore 
proves  what  may  be  accomplished  by  the  individual  who  has  the  will  to  dare 
and  to  do. 


WILLIAM  T.  DAVIES. 


William  T.  Davies,  who  for  five  years  has  been  engaged  in  general  farming 
on  section  33,  Mount  Pleasant  township,  was  born  August  14,  1886,  in  the 
township  where  be  now  makes  his  home,  his  parents,  being  Thomas  and  Sarah 
Davies.  He  attended  district  school  No.  7  in  Kenosha  county  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  afterward  became  a  student  in  a  business  college 
in  Racine,  where  he  spent  one  year.  Starting  out  to  earn  his  own  living,  he 
went  to  River  Forest,  Illinois,  where  for  a  year  he  was  employed  on  a  game 
farm.  He  was  afterward  employed  by  the  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company 
in  Racine  for  six  months  and  later  spent  three  months  in  the  harvest  fields  of 
North  Dakota.  He  afterward  worked  for  four  years  in  the  signal  department 
of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  Company,  but  desiring  to  make  fann- 
ing his  occupation,  he  resigned  his  position  and  rented  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  upon  which  he  has  now 
engaged  in  farming  for  five  years.  He  has  made  a  substantial  start  in  busi- 
ness for  one  of  his  age  and  is  prompted  by  a  commendable  ambition  that  prom- 
ises well  for  the  future. 

In  1913  Mr.  Davies  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Acklam,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Acklam,  and  they  have  one  son,  Marvin.  Mr.  Davies  belongs  to  the  Modem 
Woodmen  camp  and  the  North  Western  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.  His 
study  of  the  politicial  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  has  led  him  to  give  his 
support  to  the  republican  party,  while  his  religious  faith  finds  exemplification 
in  his  membership  in  the  Congregational  church.  He  is  a  young  man  of  ster- 
ling traits  and  his  social  qualities  have  won  him  warm  friendship,  while  his 
business  activity  is  gaining  for  him  merited  success. 


ROBERT  L.  ANDERSON. 

Robert  L.  Anderson,  who  is  engaged  in  blacksmithing  in  Caledonia,  was 
born  in  Denmark,  December  3,  1871,  a  son  of  Robert  L.  and  Sophia  (Shen- 
berg)  Anderson.  The  father  was  born  in  Denmark,  March  20,  1815,  and  the 
mother's  birth  occurred  in  Germany,  February  20,  1843.  Mr.  Anderson  be- 
came a  detective  of  Odense,  Denmark,  and  for  twenty-eight  years  and  three 
months  he  was  connected  with  the  military  organization  of  his  country,  par- 
ticipating in  the  wars  of  1848-50  and  in  the  war  of  1864.    He  died  in  Denmark, 
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Janaury  24,  1881,  and  in  1895  the  mother  came  to  Racine,  where  she  is  still 
living.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  of  whom  five  survive:  Fred, 
a  blacksmith  of  Emory,  Wisconsin ;  Robert  L. ;  Thor,  living  in  Racine ;  George, 
assistant  chief  of  the  Case  Fire  Department  of  Racine ;  and  Alexander,  who  is 
a  clothing  salesman  in  Racine.  The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 

It  was  in  the  year  1889  that  Robert  L.  Anderson  came  to  Racine,  being 
then  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  He  worked  for  five  months  on  a  farm  near 
Union  Grove,  after  which  he  removed  to  Norway  township  and  was  employed 
by  a  cousin  in  a  blacksmith  shop.  In  1908  he  located  in  Kilbourn,  where  he  en- 
tered a  blacksmith  shop,  where  he  has  since  worked.  Almost  his  entire  life 
has  been  devoted  to  the  trade  and  he  has  built  up  a  good  business  which  is 
bringing  to  him  a  gratifying  financial  return. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1894,  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  to  Miss  Sena 
Beck,  who  was  born  in  Denmark,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  seven 
children :  Viola,  at  home ;  Alma,  who  works  in  a  factory  in  Racine ;  and  Rob- 
ert, Thomas,  Helen,  George  and  Kenneth,  all  at  home. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  closely  follow  its 
teachings.  In  politics  Mr.  Anderson  maintains  an  independent  attitude  and 
has  never  been  an  oflSce  seeker,  although  for  three  years  he  served  as  deputy 
sheriff  in  Lincoln  county.  His  entire  life  ha?  been  one  of  unremitting  industry 
and  thrift.  He  has  worked  persistently  and  energetically,  knowing  that  he 
must  win  success  by  persistent  effort,  and  the  wise  use  which  he  has  made  of 
his  time  and  opportunities  has  brought  him  a  substantial  measure  of  success. 


ERNEST  J.  WUERZBERGER. 

Ernest  J.  Wuerzberger,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Racine  Wholesale 
Wine  &  Liquor  Company,  was  born  July  31,  1881,  in  the  city  of  Racine,  a  son 
of  Ernest  and  Louisa  (Birkholz)  Wuerzberger,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York  city,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  Racine.  Her  father  was  Robert  Birk- 
holz, a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  who  went  to  the  front  from  Maine  and  after 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  came  to  Racine.  Here  he  was  successfully  identified 
with  industrial  interests,  occupying  the  position  of  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Mitchell  Wagon  Company  for  many  years.-  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
Ernest  J.  Wuerzberger  of  this  review  also  bears  the  name  of  Ernest  Wuerz- 
berger and  is  now  ninety-six  years  old.  He  came  to  Racine  in  1862  and  was 
well  known  as  one  of  the  early  merchants  of  the  city,  having  a  grocery  store 
and  saloon  on  Milwaukee  Avenue  for  many  years.  His  son,  Ernest  Wuerz- 
berger, father  of  our  subject,  conducted  the  business  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  28,  1910.  His  widow  survives  and  in  their  family  were  five 
children:  Ernest  J.;  Annie,  the  wife  of  William  Robbins,  a  resident  of 
Racine;  Henry,  who  is  in  business  with  his  brother  Ernest  and  who  married 
Sadie  Kathousen,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  by  whom  he  has  two  children, 
Bernice  and  Ernest;  Henriette,  the  wife  of  Alfred  Hanson,  of  Racine;  and 
Lydia,  the  wife  of  Frank  Yetmar,  also  living  in  this  city. 
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The  children  are  all  graduates  of  the  public  schools  of  Racine.  After  com- 
pleting his  education,  E.  J.  Wuerzberger  of  this  review  turned  his  attention 
to  business  affairs  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1905,  opened  business  under  the 
name  of  the  Racine  Wholesale  Wine  &  Liquor  Company,  at  1131  Washington 
avenue,  where  in  1911  he  was  joined  by  his  brother  Henry,  who  is  now  his 
partner  in  the  undertaking.  This  company  was  incorporated  in  1906  imder 
the  state  laws  of  Wisconsin  and  its  present  oflScers  are:  E.  J.  Wuerzberger, 
president  and  treasurer;  Henry  Wuerzberger,  vice  president;  and  J.  Wuerz- 
berger, secretary. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1904,  occurred  the  marriage  of  E.  J.  Wuerzberger 
and  Miss  Josephine  Zade,  of  Racine,  and  they  have,  two  children,  Ruth  and 
Florence.  Mr.  Wuerzberger  is  connected  with  the  fraternal  order  of  Eagles 
and  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party. 


SAMUEL  STEELE. 


The  demise  of  Samuel  Steele,  a  well  known  resident  of  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  was  deeply  regretted,  for  he  was  recognized  as  a  successful  farmer, 
a  good  citizen  and  a  man  of  sterling  qualities.  He  was  born  in  Ireland,  De- 
cember 25,  1822,  and  began  his  education  there,  but  when  ten  years  old  came 
to  America  and  for  several  years  attended  school  in  Rochester,  New  York.  In 
early  manhood  he  took  up  the  profession  of  school  teaching,  being  so  employed 
in  Tennessee  for  several  years  and  in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  He  arrived 
here  in  1847  and  after  dividing  his  time  between  teaching  school  and  working 
as  a  farm  hand  for  two  or  three  years  he  went  to  Racine  and  was  connected 
with  the  city  schools  for  three  years.  He  decided,  however,  that  farming  of- 
fered a  greater  opportunity  for  advancement  and  purchased  ninety  acres  of 
land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  until  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  two  hundred  and  eleven  acres,  all  of  which  was 
well  improved  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  For  many  years  he  devoted 
his  time  to  farm  work  and  his  well  planned  labors  were  rewarded  by  excel- 
lent crops,  for  which  he  received  a  good  price.  He  gained  more  than  a  com- 
petence as  the  result  of  his  enterprise  and  careful  management  and  was  also  a 
factor  in  the  agricultural  advancement  of  his  locality.  He  was  a  great  fancier 
of  horses  and  a  breeder  of  high  class,  standard  bred  trotters  and  found  this 
business  very  profitable. 

In  1855  Mr.  Steele  married  Miss  May  A.  Osborn,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Rebecca  Osborn,  who  located  in  Racine  county  in  1843.  Eight  children  were 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steele,  namely:  Jennie  R.,  now  the  wife  of  John  Davis; 
William  J.,  deceased ;  John  H.,  who  married  Susan  Davis ;  Nellie  M.,  William 
and  Charles,  all  deceased;  Arthur,  who  married  Margaret  Jones;  and  Mar- 
garet Elizabeth,  who  married  Shirley  Worthington,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children,  Helen  Gertrude  and  Francis  Steele. 

Mr.  Steele  was  a  republican  and  was  called  to  a  number  of  local  oflSces, 
serving  for  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  for  a  considerable  period 
as  school  superintendent,  during  which  period  he  brought  about  many  im- 
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provements  in  the  public  schools,  as  assessor  for  nineteen  years  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  town  board.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  fraternal- 
ly he  was  idedntified  with  the  Woodmen.  In  all  that  he  did  he  exercised  sound 
judgment  and  energy,  and  his  death  in  1894  deprived  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship of  one  of  its  valued  citizens. 


HENRY  CRANE. 


Henry  Crane,  who  is  engaged  in  the  butchering  business  in  Franksville, 
has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  Racine  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Dover  township,  January  25,  1848.  His  parents  were  William  and  Caroline 
(Sparks)  Crane,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Somersetshire,  England,  and 
about  the  year  1844  arrived  in  Racine  Qounty,  settling  in  Dover,  where  the 
father  purchased  government  land.  He  had  about  three  hundred  acres  ere 
his  death,  constituting  a  valuable  farming  property,  which  indicated  what 
might  be  accomplished  through  energy,  determination  and  close  application, 
for  when  he  came  to  the  new  world  he  was  in  limited  financial  circumstances. 
His  remaining  days  were  spent  in  Dover  township  and  when  death  called  him 
he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Union  Grove  cemetery.  In  political  belief  he  was  a 
democrat,  while  in  religious  faith  both  he  and  his  wife  were  Episcopalians. 
They  had  a  family  of  seven  children:  William,  a  retired  farmer  living  in 
Kenosha  county;  Walter,  deceased;  Edward,  who  followed  farming  in  Iowa; 
John,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Union  Grove ;  Emma  Jane,  who  is  the  widow 
of  John  Spriggs  and  now  lives  with  a  daughter  in  North  Dakota ;  Henry,  of 
this  review;  and  Robert,  who  is  a  butcher  of  Delavan,  Wisconsin. 

Henry  Crane  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  had  the  usual  expe- 
riences of  the  farm  bred  boy.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded  Jane  Kerns,  who 
was  born  in  Kenosha  county  and  who  passed  away  in  1876.  In  1878  he  wedded 
Mary  A.  Fagan,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Jane  (Ryan)  Fagan,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  in  1845  came  to  Racine  county.  After  a  time  they 
settled  in  Caledonia  township  and  Mr.  Fagan  purchased  a  farm  of  forty  acres, 
to  which  he  added  as  his  financial  resources  increased.  He  became  quite  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  affairs  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known  in  his 
locality.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  democratic  party,  while 
his  religious  faith  was  evidenced  by  his  membership  in  St.  Louis'  Catholic 
church.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  five  children :  James,  who  is  living 
in  Caledonia  township ;  Mrs.  Crane ;  Thomas,  who  was  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Caledonia  and  died  in  May,  1916;  Katherine,  who  died  in  1906;  and  Alice, 
who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane  became  the  parents  of  five  children :  Carrie,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  William,  at  home;  Leo,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
automobile  business  in  Milwaukee  and  also  buys  vegetables;  Edmund,  who 
was  born  in  1891  and  died  December  14,  1913;  and  George,  who  was  born  in 
1893  and  passed  away  July  2,  1916.  Mrs.  Crane  was  educated  in  the  Cale* 
donia  schools  and  the  high  school  of  Racine  and  is  a  lady  of  liberal  culture. 
She  began  teaching  in  Milwaukee  county  and  successfully  followed  that  pro- 
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fession  for  eight  years.  At  the  present  time  she  is  postmistress  of  Pranks- 
ville,  having  been  appointed  in  1915. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Crane  learned  the  butcher's  trade  and  has  given  his 
attention  to  that  business  throughout  all  the  intervening  years.  He  conducted 
a  butchering  business  in  Racine  and  later  in  Union  Grove,  and  about  1876 
removed  to  Franksville,  where  he  has  since  been  owner  of  a  meat  market. 
In  this  connection  he  has  built  up  a  substantial  business  and  is  known  for  his 
thoroughly  reliable  methods. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane  are  active  and  prominent  workers  in  St.  Louis' 
Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Crane  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party.  For  one  term  he  served  as  postmaster  of  Franksville,  but  he  has  never 
sought  ofiSce,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs. 
He  is  well  known  in  the  community  where  he  resides  and  his  many  sterling 
traits  of  character  have  made  him  popular. 


THE  AMERICAN  SEATING  COMPANY. 

The  American  Seating  Company  of  Racine  was  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  New  Jersey  in  1899  as  the  American  School  Furniture  Company,  but 
the  name  was  changed  to  the  American  Seating  Company  in  1906.  In  the 
former  year  they  took  over  the  plant  of  the  firm  of  Thomas  Kane  &  Company 
at  Racine,  that  company  having  been  organized  in  1894  by  Thomas  Kane  and 
business  associates.  Prior  to  that  date  the  business  was  carried  on  under  the 
style  of  the  Racine  Hardware  Manufacturing  Company.  It  was  instituted  and 
organized  about  1876  by  F.  H.  Head,  Thomas  Kane,  B.  G.  Durant  and  I.  C. 
Clapp,  of  Kenosha,  Mr.  Kane  and  Mr.  Head  being  Chicago  men.  This  company 
failed  in  1893,  but  the  business  was  reorganized  in  1894  under  the  firm  style 
of  Thomas  Kane  &  Company  and  since  that  time  they  have  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  furniture.  Since  the  reorganization  the  business  has  been 
carried  steadily  forward  along  suceessful  lines  and  the  plant  today  covers 
eighteen  acres,  while  the  buildings  average  three  stories  in  height  and  cover 
nine  acres.  Something  of  the  growth  of  the  trade  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that 
they  employ  three  hundred  people,  most  of  whom  are  skilled  laborers.  The 
buildings  are  of  mill  construction  and  they  are  supplied  with  a  splendid  sprink- 
ler system.  The  output  of  the  plant  includes  school  furniture  and  veneer 
opera  chairs  and  the  product  is  today  shipped  to  various  parts  of  the  world 
in  addition  to  many  of  the  chief  markets  of  America.  The  buildings  are  well 
lighted  and  ventilated  and  are  sanitary  in  every  particular.  In  the  conduct  of 
the  business  the  company  has  followed  a  plan  that  recoernizes  the  individual  as 
such  and  not  as  a  part  of  a  great  machine.  Appreciation  of  faithful  service 
on  the  part  of  employes  is  shown  in  promotion  when  opportunity  offers. 
The  company  pays  a  good  wage  and  puts  forth  effort  along  many  lines  for 
the  welfare  of  its  workmen.  There  has  been  organized  the  American  Study 
Club  for  employes  and  in  the  plant  is  provided  a  dining  room,  a  parlor  and 
reading  room.    Moreover,  this  company  was  the  first  to  establish  the  Satur- 
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day  afternoon  holiday  in  Racine  and  it  has  ever  been  their  purpose  to  win  co- 
oi)eration,  knowing  that  best  results  are  attained  thereby.  Theirs  has  never 
been  the  command  of  the  tyrant  to  go,  but  the  call  of  the  leader  to  come,  and 
winning  the  support  and  allegiance  of  their  people,  they  have  built  up  a  busi- 
ness of  gratifying  proportions. 


PRANK  I.  LINGSWEILER. 

Frank  I.  Lingsweiler  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  grocery 
business  at  Corliss,  Wisconsin,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Racine.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Racine  county  in  February,  1854,  and  his  parents  were 
John  and  Christine  Lingsweiler.  Until  about  fifteen  years  old  he  attended 
school  in  Mount  Pleasant  township  and  then  became  a  student  in  the  high 
school  at  Rochester,  from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 
He  devoted  six  years  to  teaching,  but  when  twenty-five  years  old  embarked 
in  the  grocery  business  with  W.  E.  Lee  at  Western  Union  Junction,  now  known 
as  Corliss.  He  remained  a  factor  in  the  business  life  of  that  town  until  the 
1st  of  January,  1910,  and  all  who  had  dealings  with  him  acknowledged  his 
sound  judgment,  his  quick  insight  into  a  business  situation  and  his  integrity. 
On  New  Year's  day,  1910,  he  retired  and  removed  to  Racine,  where  he  enjoys 
well  deserved  leisure,  living  at  1552  Asylum  avenue. 

In  1879  Mr.  Lingsweiler  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Nobles,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Maria  (Allen)  Nobles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lingsweiler 
became  the  parents  of  three  sons,  namely :  Raymond,  who  married  Miss  Ada 
Galloway,  of  Racine,  and  is  living  in  Corliss ;  Frank  I.,  Jr.,  who  married  Miss 
Nellie  Gillett,  of  Racine,  and  has  a  son,  Frank  I.  HI;  and  Harold  M.,  who 
married  Miss  Gladys  Bakener,  of  Racine,  by  whom  he  has  a  daughter,  Bev- 
erly Jane. 

Mr.  Lingsweiler  is  prominent  in  the  local  councils  of  the  republican  party 
and  has  served  in  a  number  of  offices,  including  that  of  township  supervisor, 
village  supervisor,  member  of  the  town  board,  town  clerk  and  member  of  the 
school  board.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he 
served  as  deacon  for  years.  Fraternally  he  is  well  known,  belonging  to 
Belle  City  lodge.  No.  92,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Racine  and  to  the  Modem  Woodmen 
lodge  at  Corliss,  in  which  he  served  as  clerk  and  consul.  AU  that  he  has 
accomplished  was  due  to  his  own  ability  and  initiative,  and  in  attaining  suc- 
cess he  never  did  violence  to  his  high  standards  of  right  and  wrong. 


DAVID  F.  GRISWOLD. 


David  F.  Griswold,  city  editor  of  the  Racine  Journal,  has  been  connected 
with  newspaper  publication  since  beginning  his  independent  career  and  now 
ranks  among  the  leaders  in  that  field  in  the  city  of  Racine.  His  birth  occurred 
here  on  the  26th  of  December,  1854,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Nelson  A.  and  Jane 


Digitized  by 


Google 


600  HISTORY  OF  RACINE  COUNTY 

(Wilson)  Qriswold,  who  removed  to  this  city  in  1850.  The  father  was  a  ship 
carpenter  by  trade  and  was  employed  in  the  construction  of  some  of  the  first 
vessels  built  in  Racine.    He  passed  away  in  1856  and  his  wife  five  years  ago. 

David  F.  Griswold,  or  **Dave"  Griswold,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  was 
reared  here  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  When  eighteen 
years  old  he  began  learning  the  printer's  trade  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Racine 
Weekly  Argus,  but  when  the  Daily  Argus  was  established  in  1880  changed  to 
the  office  of  the  Racine  Journal,  working  at  the  case  until  the  Daily  Journal 
was  started,  when  he  became  its  city  editor.  He  has  since  held  that  position 
and  has  made  an  excellent  record,  gaining  recognition  in  newspaper  circles 
for  the  eflSciency  of  his  work.  All  local  events  of  interest  are  fully  and 
reliably  reported  in  the  Daily  Journal  and  the  excellence  of  its  city  news 
service  is  one  of  its  strongest  points.  He  is  financially  interested  in  the  Racine 
Journal  Printing  Company  and  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Qriswold  belongs  to  Racine  lodge,  No.  32,  K.  P.,  of  Racine; 
Beta  council.  No.  2,  Royal  league;  Racine  lodge,  No.  18,  A.  F.  &  A,  M. ;  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Central  Association,  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
His  keen  interest  in  the  commercial  and  industrial  expansion  of  his  city  is 
indicated  by  his  membership  with  the  Racine  Commercial  Club.  He  is  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  and  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he 
belongs  to  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  church.  He  has  thoroughly  identified  his 
interests  with  those  of  his  community  and  in  many  ways  has  been  instru- 
mental in  promoting  the  public  welfare.  He  is  widely  known  and  his  many 
admirable  qualities  have  gained  him  the  warm  friendship  of  those  with  whom 
he  has  been  closely  associated. 


L.  P.  VALENTINE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  L.  P.  Valentine,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Corliss, 
is  one  of  the  progressive  and  successful  physicians  of  Racine  county.  He  was 
born  in  New  York  city  on  the  20th  of  September,  1872,  a  son  of  Francis  and 
Pauline  Valentine,  natives  of  France,  who  returned  to  that  country  when 
their  son,  L.  P.,  was  but  three  months  old.  He  acquired  an  excellent  education 
in  France  and  did  his  college  work  in  the  Lycee  Charlemagne  in  Paris,  grad- 
uating at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  then  returned  to  New  York,  but  after  three 
months  went  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  He 
completed  a  medical  course  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  receiving  his  pro- 
fessional degree  at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  For  about  a  year  he  served  as 
interne  in  a  hospital  in  that  city,  after  which  he  came  to  Corliss,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  has  since  been  located,  or  for  two  decades.  Through  his  mem- 
bership in  the  county  and  state  medical  societies  and  through  reading  along 
professional  lines  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  trend  of  modern  thought  and 
practice  in  the  professional  field. 

Dr.  Valentine  was  married  on  the  23d  of  December,  1898,  to  Miss  Susan 
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Place  Tradewell,  a  daughter  of  Wesley  and  Jane  (Place)  Trade  well.    Three 
children  have  been  bom  to  this  union,  namely,  Eloise,  Ernest  and  Jane. 

In  his  political  belief  the  doctor  is  a  republican.  He  was  chosen  as  the  first 
president  of  the  village  and  has  for  years  been  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
Nothing  aflfecting  the  general  welfare  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  him,  and 
he  teeps  well  informed  as  to  the  problems,  both  local  and  national,  that  come 
before  the  public  for  solution.  He  attends  the  different  churches  in  the  village 
and  gives  his  support  to  all  movements  that  make  for  moral  advancement. 
His  chief  interest,  however,  has  always  been  in  his  profession  and  the  large 
practice  which  he  has  gained  is  well  deserved. 


HENRY  J.  HERZOG. 


Henry  J.  Herzog  met  with  success  as  a  farmer  and  is  now  living  retired 
upon  his  well  improved  place  on  section  t32.  Mount  Pleasant  township.  He  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  March  5,  1848,  a  son  of  John  Adam  and  Mary 
(Eiler)  Herzog,  who  in  1849  brought  their  family  to  Racine,  Wisconsin,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  carpentering  and  contracting  until  1859.  In  that  year 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  five  acres  of  land  in  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
Tvhich  he  cultivated  until  his  death*  in  1891.  He  had  survived  his  wife  for 
twenty  years,  her  demise  occurring  in  1871.  Both  were  buried  in  Mound 
cemetery.    In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  and  in  religious  faith  a  Lutheran. 

Henry  J.  Herzog  entered  the  public  schools  in  Racine  at  the  usual  age  and 
continued  his  studies  until  he  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  turned 
his  entire  attention  to  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  He  devoted  his  active 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  practical  methods, 
his  progressiveness  and  his  careful  attention  to  his  work  enabled  him  to  ac- 
cumulate a  competence.  He  now  leaves  the  actual  work  of  the  farm  to  others, 
although  still  residing  upon  his  land. 

Mr.  Herzog  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Julia  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Mathew 
Smith,  of  Mount  Pleasant  township,  and  to  this  union  four  children  have  been 
bom,  namely :  Mamie,  the  widow  of  Frank  Weber,  by  whom  she  has  a  daugh- 
ter, Gertrude;  Martin,  who  married  Helen  Wynhoff  and  has  two  children, 
John  and  Jeannette ;  Leslie,  who  married  Lillian  Fonk  and  has  three  children, 
Leslie,  Grace  and  Henry ;  and  Edna,  who  married  Joseph  Wynhoff,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children,  Bernice,  Agnes  and  Bernard. 

The  democratic  party  receives  the  political  support  of  Mr.  Herzog,  and  he 
takes  a  public-spirited  interest  in  everything  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  He  has  had  years  of  experience  in  legislative  affairs,  having  rep- 
resented his  town  on  the  county  board  of  supervisors  in  1881,  1891,  1897,  1898, 
1899, 1900,  as  chairman  of  the  county  board  in  1891,  and  in  1886  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer,  serving  two  years.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Yorkville  &  Mount  Pleasant  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  in 
1874,  and  is  its  present  president,  holding  this  position  for  the  past  twenty 
years.    He  was  elected  to  the  assembly  in  1914.    When  he  began  his  independ- 
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ent  career  he  had  no  capital,  but  he  possessed  the  assets  of  energy  and  sound 
judgment  and  through  the  exercise  of  those  qualities  has  won  a  place  among 
the  substantial  residents  of  his  township. 


NELS  CHRISTIANSEN. 

Nels  Christiansen  is  the  owner  of  a  good  tract  of  land  of  forty-two  acres 
in  Mount  Pleasant  township  and  is  now  devoting  bis  entire  time  and  attention 
to  agricultural  interests.  He  was  bom  in  Denmark,  December  26,  1869,  a  son 
of  Hans  and  Sophia  Christiansen.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  country  and  afterward  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  there.  In 
1892  he  came  to  the  United  States,  making  his  way  to  Chicago,  and  after  four 
months  spent  in  the  western  metropolis  removed  to  Racine,  where  he  was 
employed  at  black  smithing  for  a  year  and  a  half.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
he  established  a  smithy  of  his  own  in  Dover,  Racine  county,  where  he  lived 
for  three  years,  and  later  he  purchased  forty-two  acres  of  land  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township  upon  which  he  has  since  made  his  home,  concentrating  his 
efforts  upon  the  further  development  and  cultivation  of  his  fields.  His  work 
is  conducted  along  practical  and  progressive  lines,  in  keeping  with  the  most 
scientific  methods  of  farming,  and  therefore  he  obtains  substantial  results 
as  a  reward  for  his  industry. 

In  1896  Mr.  Christiansen  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  Christensen.  They 
are  members  of  the  Danish  Lutheran  church  and  they  possess  sterling  traits 
of  character  which  have  won  for  them  high  regard  among  their  many  friends 
in  Mount  Pleasant  township.  Mr.  Christiansen  was  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
three  years  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  hoping  to  enjoy  better  business  op- 
portunities in  the  new  world,  and  while  he  started  out  in  life  here  empty- 
handed,  he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  and  has  gained  a  place  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  his  community. 


W.  L.  MUNROE. 


W.  L.  Munroe,  who  is  engaged  in  cultivating  a  farm  of  ninety-six  acres  in 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  the  locality  in  which 
he  now  makes  his  home,  for  his  birth  occurred  in  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
August  1,  1860,  his  parents  being  0.  C.  and  Lavinia  Munroe.  The  father,  a 
native  of  Vermont,  came  to  the  west  in  1844  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Racine  county,  establishing  his  home  at  Mygatt's  Comers, 
in  Mount  Pleasant  township.  The  work  of  development  and  improvement  in 
the  locality  was  then  in  its  primitive  stages  and  he  became  active  in  the  task 
of  converting  this  district  into  a  well  developed  and  prosperous  region.  His 
wife  was  also  a  native  of  New  England  and  they  were  married  in  Vermont 
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Upon  the  farm  in  Mount  Pleasant  township  Mr.  Munroe  continued  to  make 
his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest. 

At  the  usual  age  W.  L.  Munroe  entered  the  district  school  near  his  father's 
home  and  afterward  continued  his  education  as  a  public  school  pupil  in  Racine. 
When  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he  devoted  a  year  to  work  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  then  began  farming  oni  his  own  account,  now  concentrating  his 
efforts  and  attention  upon  the  further  development  and  cultivation  of  a  good 
tract  of  land  of  ninety-six  acres.  His  labors  are  resultant,  for  his  methods 
are  practical  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  he  displays  unremitting 
industry^ 

In  1884  Mr.  Munroe  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  J.  Bartlett,  a  daughter  of 
J.  O.  and  Editha  Bartlett.  They  have  a  family  of  three  children :  Edwin  Lee, 
Nellie  Maude,  and  Inez  Edith.  Mr.  Munroe  gives  his  political  support  to  the  i 
republican  party,  with  which  he  has  voted  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the 
right  of  franchise.  He  has  held  no  political  oflSces  but  has  served  on  the  school 
board  and  is  helpfully  interested  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  general  welfare 
and  upbuilding  of  the  district. 


CHRISTIAN  ERBE. 


The  family  name  indicates  the  German  nativity  of  Christian  Erbe,  who 
displays  in  his  business  career  many  of  the  sterling  characteristics  which  mark 
the  efficiency  of  the  Teuton  race.  He  was  bom  in  Saxony,  Germany,  January 
29,  3839,  a  son  of  George  and  Catherine  (Ungerecht)  Erbe,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Saxony.  The  ancestry  is  traced  back  to  Christian  Erbe,  the  great- 
grandfather. The  grandfather  was  John  Erbe,  who  died  in  Germany  when 
his  son  George  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  One  of  the  family,  Sebastian 
Erbe,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  on  the  English  side,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Trenton.  George  Erbe  was  born  Spetember  26,  1800, 
and  on  the  24th  of  November,  1824,  wedded  Catherine  Ungerecht,  whose  birth 
occurred  May  10,  1802.  They  came  to  America  in  1852,  settling  in  Caledonia 
township,  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres.  He  brought  with  him  considerable  money  and  as  the  years 
passed  he  won  a  very  substantial  measure  of  success  His  political  allegiance 
was  given  to  the  democratic  party,  but  afterward  he  became  a  champion  of 
the  republican  party  and  was  chairman  of  the  meeting  called  to  ratify  the 
nomination  of  Lincoln.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  He 
died  in  1892,  having  for  a  number  of  years  survived  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  in  1879.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  but 
only  two  are  living,  the  surviving  daughter  being  Mrs.  Augusta  Einwaldt,  a 
widow  living  in  Milwaukee. 

Christian  Erbe  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Germany  and 
for  three  years  attended  the  public  schools  of  Racine  county.  He  was  reared 
to  the  occupation  of  farming  and  determined  to  make  it  his  life  work  and 
thus  when  he  had  reached  his  majority  he  concentrated  his  efforts  upon  the 
work  of  the  fields.    He  now  owns  the  old  homestead  farm  upon  which  the 
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family  located  on  crossing  the  Atlantic,  having  ninety-four  and  a  half  acres 
of  good  land  in  Caledonia  township.  He  has  greatly  improved  the  place  and 
carries  on  general  agricultural  pursuits,  although  he  makes  dairying  the  prin- 
cipal feature  of  his  business  and  for  this,  purpose  keeps  high  grade  Holstein 
cows. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1866,  Mr.  Erbe  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Muehlfeld,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and  they  have  had  eleven  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  living;  Carl,  a  resident  of  Caledonia  township;  Ernst,  a 
farmer  living  in  Milwaukee  county;  Christian,  a  molder  employed  at  Racine; 
Emma,  the  wife  of  William  Schwartz,  a  farmer  of  Milwaukee  county;  Augusta, 
the  wife  of  John  Smader>  a  butcher  of  Racine ;  Rudolph,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Milwaukee  county;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  Otto  Schultz,  of  Caledonia  township; 
Katie,  the  wife  of  Nelson  Guenther,  of  Milwaukee  county ;  and  George,  at  home. 

Mr.  Erbe  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  republican  party  and  for  four  years  he  filled  the  position  of  chair- 
man of  the  town  board  and  for  one  term  was  a  member  of  the  side  board. 
For  twenty-five  years  he  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which 
capacity  he  is  now  serving,  and  for  thirty  years  he  was  clerk  of  the  school 
board  He  has  ever  stood  for  those  interests  which  he  believes  to  be  of  the 
greatest  value  to  the  community  and  his  work  has  been  a  factor  in  public 
progress.  For  almost  two-thirds  of  a  century  he  has  lived  in  Racine  county, 
witnessing  its  growth  and  development,  and  as  the  years  have  gone  on  he.  has 
won  recognition  as  a  worthy  citizen  of  the  community  by  reason  of  what  he 
has  accomplished  for  the  public  benefit. 

George  Erbe,  the  youngest  son  of  Christian  Erbe,  was  married  on  the  6th 
of  March,  1916,  to  Miss  Lorene  Urban,  a  daughter  of  George  Urban,  a  highly 
esteemed  farmer  of  Caledonia  township.  Mr.  Erbe  is  a  republican  in  politics 
and  is  now  acceptably  filling  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  school  board.  He  Is 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  young  agriculturists  of  the  township. 


LORENZO  JANES. 


Lorenzo  Janes  was  a  prominent  figure  in  that  notable  group  of  sterling 
men  from  New  England  and  New  York  who  pioneered  Racine,  city  and  county, 
and  gave  to  the  settlements,  the  villages  and  the  cities  a  tone  and  character 
that  have  survived  the  lapse  of  three-fourths  of  a  century  of  time,  as  well  as 
the  influence  of  the  flood  of  alien  peoples  that  has  poured  into  this  section 
during  the  last  forty  years. 

Mr.  Janes  was  bom  in  Washington  county,  Vermont,  September  18,  1801. 
He  married  in  Albany,  New  York,  and  practiced  law  and  became  a  judge  there 
before  moving  to  Racine  in  August,  1836.  After  coming  to  this  city  he  con- 
tinued the  practice  of  law  for  some  years,  but  became  interested  in  real  estate 
and  began  early  to  deal  in  it  and  to  sell  insurance.  In  1839  he  was  associated 
with  Gilbert  Knapp  and  Gordon  S.  Hubbard  in  the  ownership  of  the  original 
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plat  of  Racine.  Since  his  death,  which  occurred  June  13,  1873,  the  business 
has  been  successfully  conducted  by  his  son,  David  G.  Janes. 

Mr.  Janes  was  a  public-spirited  man,  identified  with  most  of  the  big  enter- 
prises of  his  time,  and  was  one  of  those  who  contributed  largely,  from  the 
beginning,  to  the  substantial  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  Racine's  first  newspaper,  in  1838,  the  Racine  Argus;  in  1839  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  territorial  council;  he  was  a  colonel 
on  the  staffs  of  Governors  Henry  Dodge  and  James  D.  Doty;  he  gave  to  the 
city  the  land  on  which  the  original  fourth  ward  school  was  located.  Later, 
when  a  much  larger  school  was  built  on  the  site,  it  was  named  the  Janes  school, 
after  the  donor.  Mr.  Janes  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a  consistent  member 
of  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Racine. 

One  of  his  sons,  George  S.,  was  a  member  of  Company  K,  Eighth  infantry, 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  gave  his  life  for  his  country. 


DAVID  G.  JANES. 


David  G.  Janes  enjoys  the  unique  distinction  of  being  the  only  man  now 
occupying  a  dominant  position  in  the  business  life  of  Racine,  of  whose  father 
it  may  be  said  with  equal  truth  that  he  was  an  important  factor  in  the  actual 
founding  of  the  city  eighty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Janes  was  born  in  Racine,  April  2,  1852,  and  has  lived  here  all  of  his 
life,  getting  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city.  He  is  married 
and  has  three  daughters  and  two  sons,  one  of  whom,  Arthur  R.,  is  associated 
in  business  with  him. 

Mr.  Janes  is  a  real  estate  and  insurance  man  by  inheritance,  by  training 
and  by  experience,  and  he  has  probably  handled  more  large  ** deals'*  in  his 
line  than  any  other  man  in  the  history  of  the  city.  The  firm  of  which  he  is 
the  head  is  almost  as  old  as  the  city  itself,  having  been  established  by  his 
father  in  the  real  pioneer  days. 

Aside  from  real  estate  and  insurance  Mr.  Janes  is  vice  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  and  an  ofScial  in  numerous  manufacturing  institutions  to 
which  he  gives  personal  attention.  He  is  also  trustee  for  many  estates,  and 
director  on  the  boards  of  semi-public  institutions,  the  satisfactory  performance 
of  the  duties  of  which  require  ability  and  high  character. 

Mr.  Janes  has  not  desired  public  ofl&ce  but  has  served  the  city  as  member 
of  the  school  board  in  1876-81  and  in  1895-7  as  mayor. 


WILLIAM  W.  STORMS. 

William  W.  Storms,  who  since  January,  1911,  has  been  district  attorney  in 
Racine  county,  was  born  in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  March  22,  1872,  a 
son  of  Charles  L.  and  Lucia  C.  (Spoor)  Storms.  The  father,  who  was  bom  in 
Wisconsin,  was  a  son  of  Winslow  P.  Storms,  of  New  York,  who  became  one 
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of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  southerja  section  of  this  state,  where  he  arrived 
in  the  early  '30s.  The  supremacy  of  the  white  man  had  hardly  been  estab- 
lished in  this  district  at  that  period  and  the  work  of  civilization  and  develop- 
ment seemed  scarcely  begun.  He  aided  largely  in  promoting  pioneer  progress 
and  in  the  early  days  conducted  a  tavern  on  the  old  plank  road.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Spoor,  was  also  a  pioneer  settler  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in 
the  *30s,  establishing  his  home  in  Lyons  township,  Walworth  county,  where 
he  carried  on  general  farming.    Charles  L.  Storms  was  a  carpenter  by  trade. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Burlington,  Wisconsin,  William  W.  Storms  pursued 
his  education,  the  family  having  removed  from  Walworth  county  to  Burling- 
ton about  1879.  He  passed  through  consecutive  grades  to  the  high  school, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888,  and  later  he  attended  Beloit  college, 
displaying  special  aptitude  in  his  studies.  Taking  up  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing in  Racine  county,  he  was  for  five  years  principal  of  the  high  school  at 
Union  Grove,  Wisconsin,  and  was  assistant  superintendent  of  the  high  school 
at  Burlington,  Wisconsin,  for  a  year,  making  a  most  enviable  record  as  an 
educator.  He  was  afterward  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools,  which 
position  he  filled  from  January,  1899,  until  January,  1903,  and  during  that 
period  several  substantial  improvements  were  made  in  the  school  system  of 
the  county.  He  had  previously  read  law  and  in  further  preparation  for  the 
profession  he  attended  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1905.  However,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1904  and  entered  upon  active  practice  in  Racine  on  the 
17th  of  September  of  that  year.  He  continued  in  the  private  practice  of  law 
for  about  six  years  and  in  1910  was  made  the  candidate  on  the  repubUcan 
ticket  for  the  office  of  district  attorney.  The  election  returns  proved  that  he 
was  the  choice  of  the  people  for  the  position,  which  he  has  occupied  continu- 
ously since  January,  1911.  He  has  also  during  this  period  served  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board,  remaining  in  that  position  for  seven  years. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1906,  ^Ir.  Storms  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  Hanson, 
a  daughter  of  H.  I.  and  Anna  Hanson.  Her  father  was  a  retail  meat  merchant 
of  Racine,  but  is  now  living  retired.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Storms  have  had  two 
children,  but  Kathryn,  their  first  bom,  died  in  infancy.  William  Wallace, 
the  surviving  son,  was  born  May  20,  1909. 

Mr.  Storms  is  a  prominent  Mason,  belonging  to  lodge,  chapter,  council, 
consistory  and  to  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  of 
Racine  he  is  a  past  chancellor  commander  and  he  is  also  connected  with  the 
Dramatic  Order  of  the  Knights  of  Khorassan.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks 
and  the  Eagles  and  belongs  to  Rochester  lodge,  No.  1,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  in  which 
his  father  and  his  grandfather  held  membership,  the  latter  having  been  one 
of  the  first  representatives  of  the  order  in  the  state.  Mr.  Storms  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  with  two  college  fraternities, 
the  Delta  Tau  Delta  and  the  Phi  Alpha  Delta.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mercial club  and  of  the  Wisconsin  Republican  club.  A  recognized  leader  of 
the  republican  party  in  Wisconsin,  he  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  national 
convention.     His  official  record  as  district  attorney  is  most  creditable.    In 
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five  years  he  has  conducted  but  one  case  in  which  the  verdict  of  not  guilty 
has  been  returned.  He  conducted  the  grand  jury  investigation  of  the  Com- 
mercial &  Savings  Bank  of  Racine,  which  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  the 
grand  jury  had  been  called  in  Racine  in  sixty  years.  Nature  endowed  him 
with  keen  mentality  and  he  has  used  his  talents  wisely  and  well.  He  has  a 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  is  correct  in 
their  application  to  the  points  in  litigation  and  has  won  a  well  deserved 
reputation  as  a  most  able  and  successful  lawyer. 


NELS  M.  CHRISTENSEN. 

Nels  M.  Christensen,  who  passed  away  at  his  excellent  home  in  Racine 
after  having  moved  from  his  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Raymond  township 
in  1905,  was  empty-handed  and  without  influential  friends  when  he  came  to 
Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  and  his  success  was  due 
entirely  to  his  own  efforts.  He  was  born  in  Denmark,  November  10,  1839,  and 
after  acquiring  a  common  school  education  there  he  worked  at  farming  until 
1861,  when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  making  his  way  at  once  to 
Racine  county,  Wisconsin.  For  ten  years  he  worked  as  a  hired  hand,  but  by 
carefully  saving  his  money  was  enabled  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  purchase 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Norway  township.  In  after  years  he  became  the  owner 
of  two  hundred  acres  in  Raymond  township,  all  well  improved  and  under 
cultivation.  He  engaged  in  general  farming,  raising  both  grain  and  live  stock, 
and  received  a  good  income  from  his  land.  He  followed  up-to-date  methods, 
kept  everything  about  the  place  in  excellent  repair  and  studied  the  markets 
carefully,  ranking  among  the  efl&cient  agriculturists  of  his  township  and 
county. 

In  1869  Mr.  Christensen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Marie  Larsen, 
a  daughter  of  Lars  Andersen,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children ; 
Annie  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Schuman,  who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  in 
Raymond  township,  and  they  have  five  children;  Martin,  who  is  serving  as 
county  treasurer  and  resides  in  Racine,  married  Miss  Sophia  Frederickson  and 
has  one  child ;  James  M.,  who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  in  Raymond  township, 
married  Miss  Annie  Anderson  and  has  two  children;  Benjamin  married  Miss 
Lillian  Hay  and  died  in  Racine  in  1910;  Louis  C,  a  farmer  and  business  man 
of  Raymond,  married  Miss  Bertha  Frederickson  and  has  two  children ;  Joseph 
E.  and  Ezra  H.  are  engaged  in  the  stock  and  real  estate  business  in  partnership 
at  Corliss,  Wisconsin,  where  they  own  and  manage  three  large  farms  and  the 
latter  is  also  a  successful  auctioneer,  making  on  an  average  two  hundred  sales 
per  year ;  Joseph  E.  married  Miss  Nan  Fink,  and  Ezra  H.  married  Miss  Hazel 
Fink ;  Ilo,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  serving  as  deputy  register  of  deeds. 

Mr.  Christensen  was  a  strong  republican  and  acceptably  served  in  several 
local  offices.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  in  all 
the  relations  of  life  his  conduct  measured  up  to  high  moral  standards.  He  had 
almost  attained  the  Psalmist's  allotted  age  of  three  score  years  and  ten  when 
he  nassed  away  in  1905  and  his  death  was  deeply  regretted,  for  he  was  a  loyal 
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friend,  successful  fanner,  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  a  man  of  sterling 
worth.  Mrs.  Christensen  still  lives  in  their  home  at  Racine,  enjoying  good 
health  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 


WILLIAM  C.  HOOD. 


William  C.  Hood,  who  since  1898  has  been  manager  for  the  American 
Seating  Company  at  Racine,  was  born  in  this  city  April  21,  1860,  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Alice  (Coy)  Hood.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Hood,  who 
came  from  New  York  to  Racine  in  1836,  when  the  work  of  development  and 
improvement  had  scarcely  been  begun  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  secured 
government  land  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  district. 
Hood's  creek  was  named  in  his  honor.  His  son,  Samuel  Hood,  engaged  in 
farming  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  afterward  entered  the  employ  of 
J.  I.  Case,  with  whom  he  remained  for  several  years.  Subsequently  he  estab- 
lished a  lumberyard  which  he  conducted  for  many  years,  carrying  on  a 
growing  and  profitable  business.  Later  he  retired  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
the  enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest,  passing  away  after  reaching  the  eightieth 
milestone  on  life's  journey.  His  wife  is  also  deceased.  Mr.  Hood  had  served 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  was  interested  in  all  that  pertained  to 
public  progress  and  improvement.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  became  a 
member  of  the  commissary  department  and  in  politics  he  was  always  a  repub- 
lican, standing  loyally  by  the  party  which  was  the  defense  of  the  Union  dur- 
ing the  dark  days  of  civil  strife. 

William  C.  Hood  acquired  a  public  school  education  in  Racine  and  made 
his  initial  step  in  the  business  world  as  a  clerk,  spending  a  year  and  a  half 
in  diflFerent  stores.  In  1880  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Racine  Hardware 
Manufacturing  Company,  which  had  been  organized  in  1876  by  P.  H.  Head, 
Thomas  Eane,  E.  G.  Durant  and  I.  C.  Clapp.  In  1893  that  company  failed, 
but  the  following  year  the  business  was  reorganized  under  the  firm  style  of 
Thomas  Kane  &  Company.  In  1899  it  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
New  Jersey  as  the  American  School  Furniture  Company,  but  in  1906  the  name 
was  changed  to  the  American  Seating  Company  and  has  so  since  continued. 
In  this  connection  Mr.  Hood  has  gradually  worked  his  way  upward  and  in 
1894  was  made  superintendent  of  the  plant,  having  in  the  meantime  gained 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  business  in  principle  and  detail.  He  has  been 
manager  since  1898  and  the  successful  control  of  the  business  in  the  operative 
department  is  largely  attributable  to  his  efforts,  sound  judgment,  broad  expe- 
rience and  keen  discrimination. 

In  1891  Mr.  Hood  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cora  G.  Galliene,  of 
Racine,  a  daughter  of  Captain  John  Galliene,  who  was  a  lake  captain  and  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hood  have  four  children, 
namely:    Stanley,  Coy,  Vincent  and  Martha. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Hood  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  That  he  is  interested  in  the  welfare  and  improvement  of 
his  city  is  indicated  in  his  hearty  co-operation  with  the  plans  and  projects 
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of  the  Commercial  Club.  For  the  past  seven  years  he  has  served  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board*  and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  cham- 
pion. He  has  always  voted  vrith  the  republican  party  since  age  conferred 
upon  hi|n  the  right  of  franchise.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Racine 
Light  Guards,  which  was  mustered  into  the  state  service  May  4,  1881,  as 
Company  F,  Wisconsin  National  Guard.  He  served  as  private  and  sergeant 
until  July  19,  1883,  when  he  was  elected  second  lieutenant.  On  the  7th  of 
January,  1884,  he  was  appointed  first  lieutenant  and  served  as  such  until 
December  27,  1887,  when  he  was  commissioned  captain.  Owing  to  the  increase 
of  business  cares  he  was  compelled  to  resign  in  the  summer  of  1889.  He 
belongs  to  the  Baptist  church  and  sterling  principles  have  characterized  his 
entire  career.  It  has  been  through  fidelity,  industry  and  integrity  that  he 
worked  his  way  upward  from  a  humble  position  until  he  is  now  active  in  the 
control  of  one  of  the  leading  business  enterprises  of  the  city. 


^j 

ALBERT  HANSON. 

Albert  Hanson,  a  representative  fanner  of  Norway  township,  residing  on 
section  31,  was  bom  in  that  township  October  19,  1865,  his  parents  being  Ole 
and  Rosline  (Thompson)  Hanson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Norway. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Hans  Olson,  came  from  that  country  at  an  early 
day  and  settled  in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  developing  and  improving  a  farm 
in  Dover  township.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Norway.  The  father,  Ole  Hanson,  was  born  in  183.5  and  was  only 
eleven  years  of  age  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1846  and  became  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  mason's  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  for  some  time,  but  in  1862  located  on  the  farm  in  Norway  township 
now  belonging  to  our  subject.  He  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and 
was  successful  in  his:  farming  operations.  Upon  his  place  he  erected  good  and 
substantial  buildings  and  continued  to  reside  upon  the  farm  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  March  18,  1913.  The  republican  party  found  in  him  a  stanch 
supporter  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
She  was  born  in  1833  and  died  in  February,  1912.  Of  the  six  childr.en  bom 
to  them  four  are  still  living,  namely :  Hans  C,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber 
and  saw  mill  business  at  Kennedy,  Sawyer  county,  Wisconsin ;  Thomas,  who 
is  engaged  with  the  Sterling  Maliufacturing  Company,  of  Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota ;  Albert,  of  this  review ;  and  Mrs.  T.  Thronson,  whose  husband  is  a  farmer 
of  Omemee,  North  Dakota. 

Albert  Hanson  was  reared  and  educated  in  much  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  boys  and  throughout  his  active  business  life  has  engaged  in  the 
occupation  with  which  he  became  familiar  in  early  life.  He  has  met  with 
success  as  an  agriculturist  and  also  possesses  good  mechanical  ability,  devoting 
considerable  time  to  the  repairing  of  machinery  for  neighboring  farmers.  He 
is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well  improved  land.  He  fol- 
lows dairying  to  some  extent  and  for  this  purpose  keeps  shorthorn  Durham 
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In  December,  1913,  Mr.  Hanson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara 
Ludwig,  a  native  of  Vernon,  Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  children,  Ruth  and  Lucile.  They  hold  membership  in  the 
Norway  Lutheran  church  and  by  his  ballot  Mr.  Hanson  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  republican  party.  He  has  taken  quite  an  active  and 
influential  part  in  local  politics  and  has  served  as  assessor  and  treasurer  of 
his  township  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  town  board,  having  filled  that  office 
for  three  terms.    Wherever  known  he  is  held  in  high  esteem. 


E.  J.  BOTTING. 


One  of  the  leading  agriculturists  and  progressive  citizens  of  Caledonia 
township  is  E.  J.  Botting,  whose  splendidly  improved  property  indicates  the 
spirit  of  enterprise  that  actuates  him  at  every  point  in  his  career.  He  was 
born  in  Milwaukee  county,  Wisconsin,  July  4,  1858,  a  son  of  James  and  Caro- 
line (Blake)  Botting,  who  were  natives  of  Kent,  England.  The  former  was  a 
son  of  Edward  Botting,  who  died  in  that  country.  James  Botting  was  born 
in  1824,  and  in  his  native  county  of  Kent  married  Caroline  Blake,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  1829.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1857  and  settled  in  Mil- 
waukee county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  purchased  ten  acres  of  land,  but  after 
cultivating  that  tract  for  a  time  Mr.  Botting  sold  the  property  and  bought  a 
farm  of  fifty-seven  acres,  on  which  he  lived  for  twenty-nine  years.  To  the 
farm  he  added  twenty  acres  and  met  with  success  through  the  progressive 
manner  in  which  he  developed  and  cultivated  the  property,  living  upon  the 
place  until  1892.  He  and  his  wife  had  but  six  cents  when  they  reached  Mil- 
waukee, and  the  prosperity  which  they  won  was  the  merited  reward  of  their 
energy  and  well  directed  industry  in  later  years.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
in  1892,  at  which  time  the  father  went  to  live  with  his  son,  E.  J.  Botting, 
passing  away  at  his  home  in  1895.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children 
of  whom  but  three  are  living:  Fannie,  the  wife  of  Herbert  Cheeseman,  a 
farmer  residing  near  Milledgeville,  Carroll  county,  Illinois;  Esther,  the  wife 
of  Dan  Lowers,  of  Milwaukee,  who  was  section  foreman  for  a  number  of 
years;  and  E.  J.  The  parents  held  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church,  in 
the  work  of  which  Mr.  Botting  took  a  very  active  and  helpful  part.  His 
political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican  party,  and  he  was  a  man  of 
considerable  influence  in  the  community,  liberaUy  educated  and  weU  in- 
formed on  current  questions  and  possessing,  moreover,  many  sterling  traits  of 
character  which  gained  for  him  high  regard. 

E.  J.  Botting  attended  school  in  South  Milwaukee,  but  from  an  early  age 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  work  of  assisting  his  father  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  home  place,  and  he  early  learned  the  value  of  industry  and  perse- 
verance as  factors  in  the  attainment  of  success.  He  has  made  good  use  of  his 
time  and  opportunities  and  is  now  carrying  on  general  farming  on  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Caledonia  township.  The  place  is  now  well 
improved,  for  he  has  put  up  good  buildings  and  has  added  to  the  productive- 
ness of  his  fields  by  laying  seven  miles  of  tiling.    He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
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establish  a  route  from  this  locality  to  ship  milk  to  the  Horlick  factory  and  he 
now  has  eighteen  brown  Jersey  cows,  some  of  which  are  full  blooded.  He  has 
always  been  a  very  progressive  man  and  employs  the  latest  improved  meth- 
ods of  farming.  A  large  silo  on  his  place  enables  him  to  furnish  green  fodder 
for  his  stock  through  the  winter  months  and  he  does  everything  possible  to 
advance  the  worth  of  his  farm,  realizing  that  an  immediate  expenditure  of 
money  in  improvements  or  for  the  introduction  of.  advanced  methods  will 
often  mean  a  most  substantial  return  in  the  future.  His  home  is  one  of  the 
fine  residences  of  Caledonia  township. 

In  February,  1879,  Mr.  Botting  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Stearns,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Dudley)  Stearns.  The  father  was  bom  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1824,  and  the  mother  in  Vermont  in  1834.  They  were  married  in 
Oak  Creek  township,  Milwaukee  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  settled  in 
early  life  among  the  pioneer  residents  of  that  locality  and  there  they  spent 
their  remaining  days.  The  father  died  in  1889,  while  the  mother  passed  away 
in  1870.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living : 
Hannah,  the  wife  of  William  Dallmann,  a  farmer  of  Montana;  Mrs.  Botting; 
and  Harry,  who  served  in  the  Spanish-American  war  and  is  ^ow*living  in  the 
state  of  Washington.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Botting  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children :  Sylvia,  the 
wife  of  Qeorge  Cooke,  a  poultryman  of  Caledonia  township;  James,  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Oak  Creek  township,  Milwaukee  county;  Grace,  the  wife  of 
Joe  Guckenburg,  of  the  same  township;  Harry,  who  follows  carpentering;  and 
Carrie,  Lester,  Rowland,  Herbert  and  Ella,  all  at  home. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Botting  hold  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church  and 
do  all  in  their  power  to  promote  its  growth  and  extend  its  influence,  Mr. 
Botting  having  served  as  senior  warden  for  a  number  of  years.  In  politics  he 
is  a  republican  and  has  served  as  roadmaster,  while  for  nine  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart 
champion.  He  was  also  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of  the  new  burying 
ground  His  entire  life  record  is  commendable  and  the  sterling  traits  of  his 
character  are  such  as  insure  for  him  the  warm  and  enduring  regard  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


ARTHUR  B.  MODINE. 


Arthur  B.  Modine  is  identified  with  two  of  Racine's  important  manufactur- 
ing enterprises  which  have  recently  come  into  force  as  factors  in  the  material 
development  of  the  city.  A  native  of  Chicago,  Mr.  Modine  was  bom  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1885,  the  son  of  John  A.  and  Amanda  (Linstmm)  Modine. 
The  father,  who  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  has  now  passed  away,  but  the 
mother  still  resides  in  Chicago. 

Their  son  Arthur  obtained  a  public  school  education,  mastering  the  work 
of  the  grades  and  then  entering  the  English  High  and  Manual  Training  School. 
He  afterward  studied  in  the  Armour  Institute  of  Chicago  and  matriculated  in 
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the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1908  with  the 
degree  of  mechanical  engineer.  Soon  afterward  he  accepted  a  position  in  the 
chemical  engineering  department  of  the  Peoples  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Company 
of  Chicago  and  still  later  became  engineer  inspector  at  the  pipe  foundries  for 
the  same  company.  In  1910  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  building  contract- 
ing business  on  his  own  account  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  organized  the 
Aero  Sheet  Metal  Works.  On  the  organization  of  the  Automobile  Radiator  & 
Parts  Manufacturing  Company  Mr.  Modine  became  its  treasurer  and  was 
active  in  the  upbuilding  of  that  business.  This  was  the  predecessor  of  the  Per- 
fex  Radiator  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Modine  became  a  principal  stockholder. 
Mr.  Modine  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  company  and  so  continued  until  No- 
vember, 1915,  when  he  became  vice  president.  In*1912  he  moved  th^  plant 
from  Chicago  to  Racine  and  located  at  Fifteenth  street  and  the  Northwestern 
Railway  tracks.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  building  up  the  business  of 
the  Perfex  Radiator  Company  and  in  May,  1916,  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
in  the  company  to  form  the  Modine  Manufacturing  Company,  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  an  improved  radiator,  with  oflSces  and  factory 
in  the  Sattley  building.  In  addition  to  his  connection  with  the  Modine  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  Mr.  Modine  is  president  of  the  Aerial  Motors  Corpora- 
tion, a  company  manufacturing  rotary  type  motors  for  aeroplanes.  This 
motor  was  invented  by  Lee  Oldfield,  of  Minneapolis,  and  the  plant  is  to  be 
established  at  Racine. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1915,  Mr.  Modine  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
Bartlett,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  G.  W.  and  Julia  (Thomas)  Bartlett.  Mr. 
Modine  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  fraternity.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Elks,  to  the  Swedish  Engineers  Society,  to  the  Tractor  Engineers  Society 
and  the  National  Gas  Engine  Association.  He  has  studied  closely  many  of 
the  engineering  problems  encountered  in  his  experience  and  his  comprehensive 
knowledge,  executive  force  and  business  ability  in  other  directions  have  qual- 
ified him  for  the  important  duties  now  devolving  upon  him. 


GEORGE  W.  NOTT,  M.  D. 

Dr.  George  W.  Nott,  an  able  member  of  the  medical  profession,  was  bom 
in  Lodi,  Wisconsin,  January  2,  1872,  a  son  of  Welcome  S.  and  J.  L.  (Phinney) 
Nott,  who  in  1854  arrived  in  Milwaukee,  becoming  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
state.  The  former  was  a  son  of  George  W.  Nott,  of  New  York,  who  brought 
his  family  here,  and  both  he  and  W.  S.  Nott  were  farmers.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  only  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising,  to  which  he  has 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  At  the  present  writing,  however,  he  is 
living  retired. 

Dr.  Nott  obtained  a  public  school  education  and  then,  determining  upon 
the  practice  of  medicine  as  his  life  work,  he  entered  Rush  Medical  college  of 
Chicago,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  the  class  of  1896.    Immediately 
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afterward  he  came  to  Eacine,  where  he  has  since  followed  his  profession,  and 
while  he  continues  in  general  practice  he  makes  a  specialty  of  surgery  and 
there  is  heavy  demand  upon  his  time  and  energies  for  surgical  work.  In  addi- 
tion to  much  private  practice  of  that  character  he  is  acting  as  surgeon  for  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  company  and  for  the  Chicago  &  Mil- 
waukee Electric  Railway  company.  He  was  professor  of  pathology  in  the 
Wisconsin  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  during  the  years  1896  and  1897. 
He  belongs  to  the  Racine  County,  Wisconsin  State  and  American  Medical 
associations,  to  the  Wisconsin  Surgical  society  and  the  American  Association 
of  Railway  Surgeons. 

In  1899  Dr.  Nott  was  married  to  Miss  Mabel  M.  McDonald,  of  Lodi,  Wis- 
consin, a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Gertrude  McDonald,  who  were  early  settlers 
of  this  state,  and  they  now  have  one  child,  Gertrude,  ten  years  of  age.  Dr. 
Nott  is  well  known  in  Masonic  circles,  holding  membership  in  the  Knights 
Templar  commandery  and  in  the  consistory,  while  with  the  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  he  has  also  crossed  the  sands  of  the  desert.  He  is  likewise 
identified  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  while  in  politics 
he  maintains  an  independent  course,  preferring  always  to  vote  as  a  nonparti- 
san. His  interests  center  in  his  profession  and  he  keeps  in  touch  with  advanced 
thought  and  with  modern  research  work,  employing  the  latest  scientific  dis- 
coveries to  promote  his  eflSciency  in  his  chosen  field. 


CLARENCE  H.  VAN  VLIET. 

Clarence  H.  Van  Vliet  was  born  in  Racine,  June  13,  1885,  a  son  of  John 
Wicher  and  Christina  (Henry)  Van  Vliet,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont  and 
the  latter  of  New  York.  In  the  paternal  line  he  is  descended  from  one  of  the 
old  New  England  families  and  his  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  In  the  '40s  his  father  left  the  Green  Mountain  state  and  sought  the 
opportunities  offered  in  the  middle  west,  establishing  his  home  in  Wisconsin. 
He  was  a  carpenter  and  builder  by  trade.  He  died  in  1904  and  is  still  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  who  yet  makes  her  home  in  this  city.  They  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

Clarence  H.  Van  Vliet,  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  became  a  public 
school  pupil  at  the  usual  age  and  passed  through  consecutive  grades  to  the 
high  school,  where  his  education  was  completed,  for  he  then  put  aside  his 
textbooks  to  become  an  active  factor  in  business  life  and  thereafter  provided 
for  his  own  support.  He  was  first  employed  by  the  Racine  Wagon  &  Carriage 
Company,  but  when  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  became  interested  in  the 
West  Side  Printing  Company,  purchasing  stock  in  the  business  in  the  spring 
of  1909  and  thus  becoming  a  partner  of  E.  H.  Wadewitz  and  R.  A.  Spencer. 
This  association  has  since  been  maintained,  the  company's  name  being  changed 
to  Western  Printing  &  Lithographing  Company  in  1911.  The  company  entered 
upon  an  era  of  very  substantial  advancement.  The  three  men  studied  every 
phase  of  the  business  as  related  to  the  output,  the  extension  of  the  sales  and 
the  building  up  of  a  name  for  the  house.    All  were  actuated  by  a  spirit  of 
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eoterprise  and  progress  and  the  labors  of  one  ably  supplemented  and  rounded 
out  the  labors  of  the  others.  Along  well  defined  lines  they  have  not  only  kept 
abreast  with  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  printing  business,  bat 
have  to  a  considerable  extent  been  leaders  in  their  line  in  the  middle  west, 
taking  the  initiative  in  bringing  out  high  class  and  artistic  work,  not  only  in 
the  matter  of  printing  but  also  in  binding  and  engraving.  Their  output  has 
become  an  expression  of  the  highest  standards  in  their  line.  They  make  a 
specialty  of  the  printing  of  fine  books.  During  all  of  these  years  Mr.  Van  Vliet 
has  concentrated  his  energies  upon  the  business,  putting  forth  every  effort  to 
improve  upon  the  methods  of  the  house  in  the  conduct  of  actual  work  and  in 
the  character  of  the  output,  and  he  is  today  accounted  one  of  the  forceful  and 
resourceful  business  men  of  the  city. 

In  1915  Mr.  Van  Vliet  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Whitman  Publishing 
Company  and  was  elected  president  of  that  concern.  He  has  since  devoted  his 
time  and  energy  to  the  publication  of  juvenile  books. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1911,  Mr.  Van  Vliet  was  married  to  Miss  Rose  L. 
Reiman,  of  Racine,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Bowman)  Reiman,  who 
were  early  settlers  here.  Mrs.  Van  Vliet  is  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
church,  and  both  she  and  her  husband  are  well  known  socially  in  the  city. 
Mr.  Van  Vliet  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  holding  membership  in  blue  lodge, 
chapter  and  commandery,  and  also  with  the  Elks  and  the  United  Commercial 
Travelers. 


FRED  W.  BROWN. 


One  of  the  attractive  homes  in  Caledonia  township  is  the  property  of  Pred 
W.  Brown,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  was  bom  in 
Granville,  Milwaukee  county,  Wisconsin,  June  9,  1872,  a  son  of  William  and 
Johanna  (Schrader)  Brown,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Germany,  the  former 
bom  in  1850  and  the  latter  in  1846.  They  were  married  in  the  land  of  their 
birth  and  their  wedding  trip  consisted  of  a* voyage  to  the  new  world  with 
Milwaukee  as  their  destination.  The  father  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Franco- 
Prussian  war  of  1870-71.  After  coming  to  Wisconsin  he  worked  as  a  section 
hand  for  some  time,  for  he  arrived  in  the  new  world  empty-handed,  but 
eventually  he  rented  land  and  in  1898  purchased  a  farm  of  fifty-five  acres  in 
Caledonia  township,  Racine  county,  and  is  now  devoting  his  energies  to  the 
further  development  and  improvement  of  that  place.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  republican  party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  Their  family  numbers  two  children,  the 
younger  being  Augusta,  the  wife  of  Joe  OUe,  a  farmer  of  Caledonia  township. 

The  elder,  Fred  W.  Brown,  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
township  and  also  the  Lutheran  parochial  school  and  then  took  up  the  occu- 
pation to  which  he  had  been  reared  as  a  life  work.  He  has  always  engaged  in 
farming  and  now  devotes  his  entire  time  to  that  occupation.  He  owns  a  farm 
in  Caledonia  township,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a  comfortable  residence 
and  also  put  up  large  and  substantial  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and 
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stock.  He  has  also  built  a  silo,  which  enables  him  to  furnish  green  fodder  for 
his  stock  during  the  winter  months.  He  carries  on  both  general  farming  and 
dairying  and  keeps  from  ten  to  fourteen  cows,  shipping  the  milk  to  Racine. 

In  1896  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  Pofahl,  who  was  born  in 
Milwaukee  county  and  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant  township,  this  county. 
They  now  have  two  children,  Mabel  and  Elmer  Leo.  The  parents  are  loyal 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  and  in  his  political  views  Mr.  Brown 
is  a  republican,  interested  in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  community  but 
never  holding  ofSce,  as  he  feels  that  his  entire  attention  should  be  devoted  to 
his  business  affairs. 


WALTER  SHiAS  HAVEN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Walter  Silas  Haven,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
in  Racine,  is  a  medical  graduate  of  the  Northwestern  University  and  after  two 
years'  hospital  experience  he  came  to  this  city,  where  he  has  since  successfully 
followed  his  profession.  He  was  born  in  Racine  county,  February  9,  1862, 
and  is  a  son  of  Qeorge  Silas  and  Jane  (Jones)  Haven,  the  former  a  native  of 
Cheltenham,  Ontario,  and  the  latter  of  Caernarvonshire,  Wales.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Isaac  Haven,  was  also  a  native  of  England  and  was  a  veteran  of 
the  war  with  Napoleon,  serving  as  surgeon  in  the  English  army  and  participat- 
ing in  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  He  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States  in 
1845,  settling  first  in  Philadelphia  but  afterward  removing  to  Milwaukee. 
George  S.  Haven  had  lived  therefore  in  two  different  places  in  America 
before  coming  to  Racine  about  1863.  He  married  Jane  Jones,  a  daughter  of 
Solomon  Jones,  who  arrived  in  Racine  county  from  Wales  in  the  year  1845. 
The  marriage  of  the  young  couple  was  celebrated  in  Racine  and  Mr.  Haven 
was  engaged  in  the  business  of  blacksmithing  and  tool  dressing,  being  con- 
nected with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Company  as  head  tool  dresser 
for  many  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  yet  living  in  Racine  and  their 
married  life  covers  a  period  of  fifty-five  years.  In  their  family  were  six 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  early  life,  while  those  still  living  are  Dr.  Haven, 
Jennie  and  Frank. 

At  the  usual  age  Dr.  Haven  became  a  public  school  pupil,  continuing  his 
education  in  Racine  until  he  had  completed  the  high  school  course.  He  then 
entered  Beloit  college,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887,  winning  the 
degrees  of  bachelor  of  arts  and  master  of  arts.  He  afterward  taught  Greek  and 
Latin  in  the  Wayland  academy  at  Beaver  Dam  for  one  year  and,  entering  upon 
the  study  of  medicine  in  the  medical  department  of  Northwestern  university, 
he  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1891.  He  added  to  his  theoretical  knowledge 
practical  experience  in  hospital  work,  spending  two  years  in  the  Northern 
Illinois  hospital,  and  in  1893  he  came  to  Racine,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
in  general  practice.  He  was  also  president  of  the  United  States  pension  board 
for  many  years.  He  has  been  accorded  a  liberal  patronage  and  has  ever  been 
found  most  careful  and  accurate  in  diagnosing  his  cases  and  in  employing  the 
needed  remedial  agencies. 
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Dr.  Haven  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  republican 
party  where  national  issues  are  involved  but  at  local  elections  casts  an  inde- 
pendent ballot.  His  life  has  been  guided  by  the  teachings  of  the  Baptist 
church,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  he  is  also  an  exemplary  representative 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  belongs  as  well  to  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  and  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa,  while  along  strictly  professional  lines  he  is  connected  with 
the  Racine  County  Medical  society,  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical  society  and 
the  American  Medical  association,  thus  keeping  abreast  with  the  advanced 
thought  of  the  profession  and  utilizing  its  latest  discoveries  and  researches 
for  the  benefit  of  his  patients. 


GEORGE  HANNAFORD. 

George  Hannaford,  who  devotes  his  undivided  time  and  attention  to  farm- 
ing and  is  now  the  owner  of  an  excellent  tract  of  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  is 
engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  buying,  fattening  and  selling  of  beef  cattle, 
was  born  in  Dover  towi;iship,  January  2,  1858,  a  son  of  William  and  Jeannette 
(Beaumont)  Hannaford.  The  father  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  in 
1825,  and  the  mother's  birth  occurred  in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  It  was  in 
1848  that  William  Hannaford  arrived  in  Dover  township  and  in  thsi  county  they 
were  married.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  owned  and  cultivated  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he  developed  along  progressive  lines, 
mating' it  a  productive  property.  His  father,  William  Hannaford,  was  a  native 
of  England  and  on  coming  to  the  new  world  made  his  way  direct  to  Dover 
township,  where  his  last  days  were  passed.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
George  Beaumont,  was  also  an  early  settler  of  Dover  township.  William 
Hannaford,  Jr.,  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years  at  the  time  of  his  ar- 
rival in  this  county  and  as  the  years  passed  he  made  for  himself  a  creditable 
position  as  a  successful  agriculturist  and  representative  citizen.  In  politics 
he  was  a  republican.  In  his  family  were  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet 
living;  George;  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  M.  Hardy,  a  resident  farmer  of  Dover 
township ;  Harriett,  who  is  living  with  her  brother  George ;  Emma,  also  living 
with  George;  and  William,  who  is  a  member  of  the  same  household. 

George  Hannaford  pursued  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  early  becoming  familiar  with  the  best 
methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for  the  crops.  He  has  always  engaged  in 
general  agricultural  pursuits  and  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land, 
while  his  brother  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  has  made  a  success 
of  his  life,  having  acquired  and  paid  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land.  His  business  affairs  have  been  carefully  managed  and  he  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  feeding  cattle  and  in  buying  and  selling  stock  and  fat- 
tening beeves  for  the  market.  For  forty  years  he  has  kept  a  shorthorn  bull 
and  he  now  has  sixty  head  of  cattle  on  his  place. 

Mr.  Hannaford  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Union  Grove  and  in 
politics  is  independent,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  the  community  and  is  con- 
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tinually  putting  forth  effort  along  lines  that  result  for  the  benefit  of  the  dia- 
trict.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  this  county,  covering  a  period  of 
fifty-eight  years,  and  he  has  therefore  witnessed  much  of  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  this  part  of  the  state. 


JAMES  L.  ENGLISH. 


One  of  the  most  substantial  residents  of  Norway  township  is  James  L. 
English,  who  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  on  section  35.  In  that  township 
he  was  born  December  4,  1871,  his  parents  being  John  and  Mary  (Quinn) 
English.  The  birth  of  the  father  occurred  in  Ireland,  June  18,  1831,  and  in 
that  country  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  spent  his  entire  life. 
He  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  Coming  to  the  new  world  when  a  young  man 
without  capital,  John  English  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  until  he  was 
possessor  of  a  good  farm  in  this  county.  In  1867  he  was  able  to  purchase  a 
quarter  section  of  land  and  later  added  to  this  a  tract  of  eighty-seven  acres. 
This  he  placed  under  cultivation  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
December  21,  1905,  he  was  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his  community. 
He  was  married  in  Waterford,  Wisconsin,  June  27,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  Quinn, 
who  was  born  January  2,  1850,  in  Norway  township,  and  died  on  the  2d  of 
February,  1909.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Lila, 
living  on  the  home  farm ;  James  L. ;  Fannie,  deceased ;  Harry  and  Frank,  both 
at  home;  Kittie,  a  public  stenographer  of  Milwaukee;  and  Benjamin  and 
Maude,  both  at  home.  The  family  are  identified  with  the  Catholic  church  and 
in  politics  the  father  was  an  ardent  democrat.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
parents were  James  and  Katherine  (Kearnen)  Quinn.  The  grandfather  came 
west  by  canal  to  Erie  and  thence  by  boat  to  Milwaukee  in  1842.  After  remain- 
ing in  the  latter  city  for  three  nights  he  proceeded  to  Waterford  and  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  in  Norway  township,  upon  which  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death  in  1860. 

James  L.  English  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  of  Norway 
township  and  in  early  life  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  has  met  with  marked  success  in  his  chosen  occupation  and  in  con- 
nection with  his  brothers  and  sisters  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm.  Since 
their  father's  death  they  have  added  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres  to 
the  property  left  them  and  they  now  have  a  very  valuable  tract  of  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two  acres.  Mr.  English  follows  general  farming,  also  does 
some  dairying  and  raises  stock  of  all  kinds.  Upon  the  home  place  he  erected 
a  large  two-story  residence  in  1901,  built  a  silo  in  1914  and  has  other  good 
biuldings  which  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  industry.  His  fields  are 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his 
farm  plainly  indicates  the  care  and  attention  which  he  devotes  to  it. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  English  is  a  Catholic  and  he  holds  membership  with 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  No.  1578,  at  Burlington.  The  democratic  party  has 
always  found  in  him  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles  and  he  has  taken 
quite  an  active  and  influential  part  in  public  affairs.    Before  be  was  able  to 
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vote  he  was  elected  township  clerk  and  for  two  years  served  as  township 
chairman.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  ditch  commission  of  Yorkville  and 
Raymond,  which  position  he  has  filled  since  1906.  All  worthy  enterprises 
receive  his  hearty  endorsement  and  he  may  be  counted  upon  to  farther  any 
enterprise  which  he  believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit. 


RACINE  PUTTYLESS  WINDOW  COMPANY. 

The  Racine  Puttyless  Window  Company,  one  of  the  recent  additions  to  the 
business  circles  of  Racine,  was  organized  in  1914,  at  which  time  Gustave 
Bahnemann  was  chosen  president,  with  W.  S.  Goodland,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, and  Dr.  J.  S.  Eeech  as  vice  president.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
personnel  of  the  firm  since  that  time.  The  business  is  conducted  at  No.  1117 
Main  street,  where  they  occupy  a  building  two  hundred  by  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  feet  and  two  stories  in  height  with  a  four  story  factory  on  the  west 
side  of  the  street  that  is  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet.  Here  they  have 
a  lumberyard  and  they  employ  fifty  people,  most  of  whom  are  skilled  work- 
men^ The  company  manufactures  wood  work  of  all  kinds  and  their  specialty 
is  the  puttyless  window.  In  this  connection  the  plant  manufactures  about  one 
hundred  thousand  windows  per  year  in  both  wood  and  metal  work  and  the 
frame  is  so  constructed  that  it  does  away  with  all  putty,  making  a  much  better 
and  more  durable  window.  The  value  of  their  output  is  further  indicated  in 
the  fact  that  twenty-four  other  firms  are  now  manufacturing  the  puttyless 
window  on  a  royalty  and  the  company  receives  a  good  financial  return  in  that 
way.  The  durability  of  putty  has  ever  been  a  question  of  time  when  it  has 
had  to  be  replaced  and  with  the  output  of  the  company  this  necessity  has 
been  obviated.  The  business  is  now  thoroughly  organized  and  systematized 
so  that  there  is  no  useless  expenditure  of  time,  labor  or  material  and  their 
patronage  is  steadily  growing. 


GUSTAVE  BAHNEMANN. 

Germany  has  given  to  Racine  a  large  percentage  of  its  citizens  which  num- 
ber includes  Gustave  Bahnemann,  who  was  born  in  that  country  on  the  5th  of 
January,  1860,  his  parents  being  Frederick  and  Christine  Bahnemann,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Germany  and  there  spent  their  entire  lives. 

The  son  was  reared  and  educated  in  that  country  and  upon  attaining  his 
majority  in  1881  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world.  He  therefore 
made  the  trip  across  the  Atlantic  and  penetrated  into  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, settling  at  Milwaukee,  where  he  remained  until  1901.  In  the  latter  year 
he  removed  to  Racine  and  became  the  partner  and  business  associate  of 
Adolph  Weber  in  the  ownership  and  conduct  of  a  planing  mill,  the  business 
being  conducted  tmder  the  firm  name  of  Weber  &  Bahnemann  until  the  Racine 
Puttyless  Window  Company  was  organized,  when  they  sold  out  to  the  latter 
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company  and  Mr.  Bahnemann  became  its  president,  in  which  connection  he 
has  since  continued.  The  development  of  this  enterprise  is  attributed  in  large 
measure  to  his  efforts.  He  readily  understands  the  business  situation,  recog- 
nizes its  opportunities  and  utilizes  the  advantages  thus  offered,  and  he  has 
the  power  and  ability  to  co-ordinate  seemingly  diverse  interests  into  a  unified 
and  harmonious  whole. 

In  1895  Mr.  Bahnemann  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  Theda,  of 
Germany,  returning  to  that  country  for  his  bride.  They  now  have  one  son, 
Frank,  who  is  in  business  with  his  father.  Mr.  Bahnemann  is  identified  with 
the  Commercial  Club  and  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  city's  devel- 
opment, growth  and  improvement.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Elks 
and  politically  supports  the  republican  party,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  English  Lutheran  church.  He  is  well  known  as  a  successful  business 
man,  ready  to  meet  any  emergency  and  guided  at  all  tiiaes  by  a  right  concep- 
tion of  things  that  makes  his  course  very  honorable  and  reliable. 


C.  E.  THORKELSON. 


C.  E.  Thorkelson,  deputy  health  ofiicer  of  Racine,  was  called  to  this  posi- 
tion on  the  1st  of  June,  1914,  and  in  the  intervening  period  has  made  a  most 
excellent  record  by  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  city  which  come  under 
his  control  and  supervision.  Racine  numbers  him  among  her  native  sons  who 
are  of  Norwegian  lineage  and  who  possess  the  sterling  characteristics  of  the 
people  who  have  come  to  us  from  the  land  of  the  midnight  sun.  He  was  bom 
in  this  city  February  25,  1885,  a  son  of  Mathias  and  Mary  (Eggen)  Thorkel- 
son, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Norway,  whence  in  early  life  they  came  to 
the  new  world,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in  this  city.  Mrs.  Thorkelson 
arrived  in  1862  and  it  was  at  an  earlier  period  that  Mathias  Thorkelson  reached 
Racine.  He  devoted  his  life  to  mechanical  pursuits  and  was  superintendent 
for  the  B.  B.  Manufacturing  Company  for  several  years,  in  which  he  made  the 
famous  B.  B.  cart  for  the  race  horse,  "J.  I.  C."  He  has  now  passed  away,  but 
the  mother  is  still  living 

When  a  little  lad  of  six  years  C.  E.  Thorkelson  entered  the  public  schools 
and  mastered  the  work  of  successive  grades  until,  having  passed  the  required 
examinations,  he  was  graduated  from  high  school  with  the  class  of  1901.  His 
further  preparation  for  life's  practical  and  responsible  duties  was  made  as  a 
student  in  the  State  university  at  Madison,  where  he  completed  a  course  in 
bacteriology  in  1906  and  won  the  bachelor  of  science  degree.  He  then  went 
to  Elkhom,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  employed  upon  a  farm  in  his  profes- 
sional capacity  for  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Racine  and  accepted 
a  position  with  the  Mitchell-Lewis  Motor  company  in  the  employment  and 
pay-roll  department,  continuing  in  that  connection  until  the  1st  of  June,  1911, 
at  which  date  his  professional  training  was  called  into  further  play  by  his 
appointment  as  food  inspector  for  the  city  of  Racine  under  the  board  of  health. 
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Three  years  after  he  was  made  deputy  health  officer  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment of  health  and  has  so  continued. 

Mr.  Thorkelson  maintains  an  independent  course  in  regard  to  politics^ 
believing  it  wise  to  hold  one's  self  free  from  party  dictation,  yet  he  does  not 
hesitate  at  any  time  to  support  his  honest  convictions,  and  the  principles 
which  govern  his  conduct  are  largely  manifest  through  his  membership  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  in  the  Methodist  church. 


WILLIAM  H.  McCLTiLOUGH. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Caledonia  township  who  still  reside  within  its 
borders  and  have  won  a  creditable  position  as  substantial,  progressive  farmers 
is  numbered  William  H.  McCullough,  who  now  makes  his  home  on  section  20. 
He  was  bom  September  13,  1869,  a  son  of  Archie  and  Rose  (McAUona)  Mc- 
Cullough. The  father  was  born'  in  Ireland  in  1827  and  after  coming  to  the 
new  world  was  married  in  Minnesota  to  Rose  McAllona,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  New  York  in  1843.  In  1866  they  became  residents  of  Racine  county,  Wis- 
consin, where  the  father  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  as  opportunity 
offered  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  until  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  owner  of  an  excellent  and  productive  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres,  from  which  he  derived  a  substantial  annual  income  as  a 
reward  for  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestowed  upon  the  fields.  He  died  in 
1912,  but  the  mother  is  still  living.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a  republican, 
while  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Starting 
out  in  life  empty-handed,  he  worked  his  way  upward  through  persistent, 
earnest  effort  and  became  one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived  and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  good  will  of  all  who  knew  him. 
To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  four  children :  William  H. ;  Edward,  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Delavan,  Wisconsin;  Laura,  at  home;  and  Prank,  who  is 
teaching  school. 

William  H.  McCullough,  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  obtained  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  afterward  took  up  the  occupation  of 
farming,  which  he  has  always  followed.  He  early  became  familiar  with  the 
best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  cultivating  the  crops  and  he  is  still  busy 
in  the  work  of  the  home  place,  for  since  his  father's  death  the  property  has 
not  been  divided  and  he  is  now  concentrating  his  energies  upon  the  further 
cultivation  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres.  In  addition  to 
general  farming  he  engages  in  dairying,  keeping  from  sixteen  to  twenty  cows 
and  shipping  the  milk  to  Milwaukee.  His  father  built  an  attractive  residence 
upon  the  farm  and  there  are  other  good  improvements  upon  the  place.  Mr. 
McCullough  keeps  everything  about  the  farm  in  excellent  condition  and  the 
entire  place  indicates  his  progressive  spirit  and  the  practical  methods  which 
he  follows.     He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  his  entire  life 
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has  been  upright  and  honorable,  in  accord  with  high  moral  teachings.  His 
political  endorsement  is  given  to  the  republican  party,  but  he  does  not  seek 
nor  desire  office  as  he  feels  that  his  farm  duties  claim  his  entire  attention. 


WILLIAM  J.  HANSCHE. 

William  J.  Hansche,  who  is  extensively  engaged  in  truck  farming  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  is  of  that  class  of  citizens  who  are  active  not  only  in  pro- 
moting the  material  development  of  the  district  but  in  advancing  its  moral 
interests  as  well,  for  he  stanchly  upholds  all  those  principles  which  make  for 
better  manhood  and  higher  living.  He  was  born  April  25,  1867,  in  the  town- 
ship where  he  still  resides,  a  son  of  Rudolph  and  Anna  (Seorgel)  Hansche. 
He  acquired  a  common  school  education,  pursuing  his  studies  to  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  through  the  periods  of  vacation  he  worked  in  the  fields. 
He  has  never  felt  a  need  to  change  his  occupation  but  has  remained  upon  the 
farm,  giving  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  vegetables.  He  makes  a  specialty 
of  cabbage  and  onions  and  ships  in  carload  lots.  In  his  business  afifairs  he  is 
associated  with  his  brother,  P.  W.  Hansche,  and  their  interests  are  carefully, 
wisely  and  successfully  managed. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1891,  Mr.  Hansche  was  married  to  Miss  Etta  Brad- 
ley, who  died  November  7,  1902,  leaving  four  children :  Elmer,  at  home,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Racine  high  school  and  spent  two  years  in  college  at 
Oskaloosa,  Iowa;  Edna,  deceased;  Alice,  who  also  completed  the  high  school 
course  in  Racine  and  is  a  student  in  Oskaloosa;  and  Maude,  who  has  de- 
parted this  life.  On  the  21st  of  April,  1908,  Mr.  Hansche  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Minnie  Gertrude  De  Smidt,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Claerbout)  De  Smidt.  By  this  marriage  there  was  one  son, 
John,  who  passed  away. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hansche  is  a  prohibitionist,  believing  firmly  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  party,  but  at  local  elections  casts  an  independent  ballot.  He  has 
served  for  three  years  as  a  member  of  the  town  board  and  his.  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education  is  shown  by  his  active  and  helpful  service  on  the.  school 
board,  covering  fourteen  years.  He  has  never  neglected  the  higher,  holier 
duties  of  life  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Pentecostal  Mission  church  of 
Racine,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers,  and  he  is  also  associated  with 
the  Spring  Park  Camp  Meeting  Association. 
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